


-
)

av Ay

'.'K(".»dh“ s

il s

oA
'™

o

Welcome to Shades of Joy, a collaborative zine
curated by members and friends of NOIR at WashU,
in St. Louis, and beyond. Our blossoming commu-
nity celebrates the power and vibrancy of Black

joy. Through art, writing, photography, music, and
more, this project centers the creative expressions of
joy that are deeply rooted in the Black experience—a
joy that is not only a form of celebration but also an

act of resistance and self-preservation.

Artistic expressions of Black joy hold transformative
power. In a world that often focuses on struggle,
celebrating joy becomes a radical assertion of hu-
manity, resilience, and community. This zine is the
beginning of a new NOIR tradition, creating a space
to uplift and preserve the voices and stories of Black
students and community members, while creating

a collective tapestry of positivity, connection, and

creativity.
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In celebration of Black History Month, Shades of

Joy is a reflection of our shared commitment to
honoring the many shades of Black existence, from
everyday moments to artistic creations. We invite
you to take a look into the unique perspectives of
our contributors and appreciating the artwork that
highlights the beauty, diversity, and depth of Black
joy for years to come.

~ NOIR 2025

To view the interactive digital version of this zine,

scan the QR code above!
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to me black joy is

that soft life

those peaceful mornings

them late nights with smooth jazz







snuggled on the couch beside my sister
in the warm arms of my lover
sitting across the table from my mother
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my sister who knows me
inside and out

who supports me

laughs with me and cries

with me







my lover who gets me

with a love so pure and deep



my safe place my solace
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UARE YOU HAPPY? WOULD YOU DO IT ALL OVER AGAN?

WHEN IS ENOUGH TOO MUCH? WHAT IS WRONG? | TALK CAN YOU. DO YOU. WILL YOU LISTEN?
DID | MATTER? WHAT wiL you rememesry  WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
WHAT BROUGHT YOU HERE? WHAT HAPPENS NOW? WHERE IS YOUR TREBE?

WHAT ARC YOUR NTINTIONS? WHAT (5 YOUR IDCNTITY?. ARC YOU IN A WORLD OF YOUR OWN? WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

Bureau of Enquiry

DO YOU BELIEVE? IS IT ME YOURE LOOKING FOR? = WHAT IS RIGHT?
HOW WILL YOU GET BACK? WHERE WOULD YOU BE IF YOU WERE NOT HERE? DO YOU CARE?

WHAT IS YOUR HAPPY? ARE YOU COMNG BACK? WHAT TIME DOES T H,w’}-"gr:[ HAVELC'YJO'G/E-[EE‘-;
what s vour cearr> WHQO ARE YOU? s This ALL THERe 157
WHY ARE YOU HERE? IS THERE FEAR? 0O YOU 0O EVERYTHNG YOU COULD?
WHAT 1S YOUR SYMBOL FOR HAPPY? WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT?
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~ yet still,
- the days seem darker than ever


Lé-Anne Johnson
yet still,
the days seem darker than ever




Lé-Anne Johnson
not because the sun is hidden
for some other reason – one i don’t want to lend power to at the moment


Q yet despite the darkness...
-y .




our smiles

our beautiful black smiles
with our gold teeth
glisten, sparkle, and glow

lighting the way

the path to a brighter future













to me

black joy is in community

black joy is in togetherness
in solidarity

in laughter

in song



















representative of the Joy

wonder and awe I have felt

discomwering who I am and.all
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. black joy is all of us simply existing in unity

and with that we see how
our joy is our power

and our power is our light

and with that light, we make a change
we shine through the darkness
and illuminate the sky

like the sun

that same sun that gives us strength
gives us that melanin
gives us that glimmer
that glimmer of hope

that hope that carries us through
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Look At Me
By Betty Reid Soskin

Look at me and you’ll see how I'm flyin’!

Can’t you see this is me, no more cryin’

Feel like I'm Christmas time and tree a trimmin’
Maybe this is a game

but this time I'm winning!

People say she’s like a girl from the sea she’s a cold ‘
one

Now I'm warm as can be

and a bold one!

Twelve feel high still goin’
and all my dreams are glowin’
Look at me, look at me, look at me

Look at me I'm flyin’! r
Can’t you see this is me, through with cryin’ <
And I feel sublime like Series time and this is my -

inning Maybe all in the game
but this game I'm winning!

People say she’s like a girl from the moon she’s a

dead one RI
Now I'm like a balloon

and a red one!

Twelve feel high still growin’

and all my dreams are glowin”

Look at me, look at me, look at me, look at me,
With the whole wide world I'm in love

VD,
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Cutfowia Deegee

to the

esocratic Convention

ALKS ABOUT GEORGE McGOVERN and
THE CONVENTION

INGS HER OWN SONGS
for the benefit of

AN UNIVERSALIST MIGRANT MINISTRY
member of Rational Farmworker Mintistry

VIVA LA VIVA LA
CAUSA Y CAUSA
AY - AUGUST 13, 1972 - 4 to 8 pm - SUNDAY ~ AUGUST 13, 1972 ~ 4 to 8 }

at LYNN WOODBURY'S: 820 Arlington Avenue, Berkeley
(near Marin-Arlington Circle)
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Ava Shropshire and Lé-Anne Johnson S ALaIE
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Special thanks to all who contributed to this project! =57
Lina Abdo ‘26 Lé-Anne Johnson ‘25 ik
Restore Game Baiwa e

: Even in the Darkness ~— —~=
SaMiya Carroll ‘25 ™
Jorden Latson BN AC

“Gabrielle Davis o e B0

SelfPortralt JORDXN"~ SSES
Miss Rosco

Brittni Mosby ‘26

Demarion Delaney ‘25

Toluwani Oseni ‘26

Tirza Elliott ‘25

Ava Shropshire ‘27

Gbemi Folayan ‘25

Aria Sline ‘25

LA Foster -

Lush Betty Reid Soskin
Life After Lush  California Delegate Flyer. :
“Look at Me” Lyrics

Rachel Foulk ‘25

Thea Bartz Willis 27

- Daysha Hendricks
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