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FOREWORD

In the summer of 1967 the Adlai Stevenson Institute of
International Affairs established a study group on violent
politics and modernization. The purpose was to review and
hopefully to deepen the present state of knowledge about
the relationship between violence and rapid social change.
As organized by Professor Manfred Halpern of Princeton
University, a Fellow of the Institute, and Wayne Fredericks,
former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for African Af-
fairs and now of the Ford Foundation, a group of distin-
guished social scientists met each month to consider papers
on various aspects of modernization and violence.

This book is based on the first working paper prepared
for the seminar by Professor Henry Bienen of Princeton
University. Realizing that we were moving into a difficult,
emotion-fraught, and largely uncharted field, the group
sought in Professor Bienen's study a dispassionate descrip-
tion and assessment of contemporary writings on various
aspects of our problem. In this it was not disappointed.
Indeed, so valuable did we find the paper that we asked
Professor Bienen to expand and revise it for publication.

On the foundation created by Professor Bienen's work,
a series of papers presented to the study group deal with
various aspects of the problem of violence and social change.
The group considered works by Manfred Halpern on the
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nature of modernization, William Kornhauser of the Univer-
sity of California (Berkeley) on order and change in the uni-
versities, John T. McAlister of Princeton on the revolution-
ary origins of the Vietnamese war, Charles V. Hamilton of
Roosevelt University on characteristics of leadership in the
American black community, and Morris Janowitz of the
University of Chicago on control of escalated riots. Other
participants shared with the group their work in progress
on large-scale revolutionary movements, revolts, disorders
in American cities, and unrest in university communities.
A sustained effort was made to emphasize the comparative
nature of aspects of violence and social change not only in
a regional sense, between the United States and other areas,
but also in different kinds of social institutions.

Professor Bienen's book sketches many of the problems
still only partially understood after the first year's effort.
With great perception it distinguishes between lines of in-
quiry which seem fruitful and those which do not, and
analyzes some of the areas which will require major atten-
tion if scholars are to make sense of the phenomena of
violent politics. Unfortunately, as Professor Bienen points
out, there is little systematic work available which even de-
fines what is meant by "change," and we are very far from
understanding the major examples of modern violent poli-
tics: ghetto violence, guerrilla warfare, revolution, and
totalitarianism. Without restricting himself to a narrow
definition of his subject, Professor Bienen deals with
writers from Machiavelli to Debray to elucidate the dimen-
sions of previous discussions on violence and change. He
indicates areas of disagreements in the literature as a first
step toward resolution and identifies those dark areas which
previous scholars have failed to illuminate.
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This study and other aspects of the Stevenson Institute
seminar on violent politics were made possible by a gen-
erous donation from the Marshall Field Foundation of
New York in memory of Eleanor Roosevelt.

The members of the working group included, in addition
to those mentioned above, Professors Eqbal Ahmad of Cor-
nell University, Leonard Binder of the University of Chicago,
J. David Greenstone of the University of Chicago, Edward T.
Gude of Dartmouth College, Mohammed Guessous of Prince-
ton University, Samuel Huntington of Harvard University,
Aristide Zolberg of the University of Chicago, Edward Shils
of the University of Chicago, M. Crawford Young of the
University of Wisconsin, and Marvin Zonis of the University
of Chicago. Additionally, the following Fellows of the Adlai
Stevenson Institute participated: Frederick S. Arkhurst,

Khipple, Richard Pfeffer, A. David Rossin, Richard Ruben-
stein, and M. Stephen Kaplan, Research Associate.

In the second year of our work on violent politics, the
Institute staff and Fellows are attempting to assemble from
these and other materials a curriculum aimed at elucidating
the complex interrelationships of violence and change for
those who have taken major responsibility in political deci-
sion-making at local, state, federal, and international levels.
Surely there is no more dangerous or demanding issue before
us in the last third of the twentieth century. Professor Bienen
has here performed a valuable service in analyzing the ways
in which scholars and practitioners have dealt with this cru-
cial subject.

William R. Polk
Director
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Brian Beun, Abdelhafeez El-Rufaie, Abdul Kayeum, Kanta



PREFACE

This essay is a revision of a working paper I presented to the
study group on violent politics and modernization of the Adlai
Stevenson Institute of International Affairs; it remains a work-
ing paper. Since the period October, 1967, to February, 1968,
when some revisions were made, a number of interesting arti-
cles and books dealing with violence and social change have
been published. But I did not try to keep abreast of new works
in these pages any more than I tried to be inclusive in my treat-
ment of earlier published material. The revisions made between
October and February take account of criticisms voiced at the
presentation of the first draft and of those made by other
readers since then. I did extend the number of works that were
concerned with violence in American cities, largely because

to some extent I had neglected treatments which argue that
violence in the ghetto is a response to violence used by out-
siders in the ghetto.

I deeply appreciate the comments made on the first draft
of this essay by the study group on violent politics of the
Adlai Stevenson Institute of International Affairs. I used those
comments as I saw fit in making revisions. To Professor Man-
fred Halpern I owe a special debt for his encouragement of
and enthusiasm for this effort. I am particularly grateful for
his thoughtful criticisms and those of Professors Marion Levy,
Jr., and Edward Schneier, of Princeton University. Sometimes
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I took their advice, but they, of course, bear no responsibil-
ity for the selective use I made of their views. The Center
of International Studies at Princeton University supported
this work by providing release time and typing assistance. I
am grateful to Klaus Knorr, director of the Center, for his
support of my efforts.

Permission to reprint the last stanza from "The Rose
Tree," by William Butler Yeats, from The Collected Poems
of W. B. Yeats, has been granted by Macmillan Co. (New
York), and by M. B. Yeats and Macmillan & Co. Ltd. (Lon-
don). Reprinted with permission of The Macmillan Company
from The Collected Poems of William Butler Yeats, copyright
1924 by The Macmillan Company; renewed 1952 by Bertha
Georgie Yeats.

xiv














































































































































































































































