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March 2026 / Adar 5786

Dear JEA Members and Friends,

Welcome to our 74th Annual Jewish Educators Assembly Conference in Philadelphia! I
extend my heartfelt gratitude to our conference chairs, David Schwartz and Mandy
Cheskis, whose vision and hard work have been instrumental in making this event a
success. Additionally, I am thankful for the diligent efforts of the conference
committee members—Cathy Berkowitz, Melissa Ser, Rebecca Gordon, Babette Cohn,
Rabbi Nogah Marshall, Michael Schatz, Hazzan Barbara Barnett, and David Cohen—
who have worked tirelessly to bring it all together. I am deeply appreciative of the 25-
26 JEA Board of Directors, led by our esteemed president, Dr. Cathy Berkowitz who
works tirelessly on behalf of the JEA to see her vision of JEA blossom. She is truly
dedicated to Jewish Education and we are all fortunate to have her serve as President.

The future is bright for JEA! Next year, we will be celebrating our 75th annual
conference! With our continued partnership with USCJ, we will learn and grow
together to accomplishing national goals that will benefit our movement as a whole.
We look forward to creating a new vision for the future of Jewish Education and we
hope you will all join us! Save the dates: March 7-10, 2027!

I wish a hearty mazal tov to our Lifetime Achievement Honoree, Dr. Lisa Richman.
Lisa has been a professional Jewish educator in the Philadelphia area for over five
decades. Lisa raises the bar for Jewish educators and has dedicated her life to teaching
people of all ages, leading workshops for educators, mentoring student teachers,
developing curricula, and integrating technology, games, and informal education
practices into Jewish learning.  

I am thrilled that Dorene Karasick, an education lay leader from Har Zion Temple, will
receive our Or Zarua Award. She had made her impact by setting out to serve children
with special needs, creating a unique space just for them so they could succeed.

A heartfelt thank you to all of our sponsors and guests for your support and for joining
us this year. You are vital to our continued success and growth. Together, we will
continue to make a significant impact in the world of Jewish education.

Chazak chazak v’nitchazek. 
May we all go from strength to strength.

Rabbi Robin Foonberg, JEA Executive Director
robin@jewisheducators.org
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כנסת מחנכים היהודיים
Dear JEA Friends,

As I come to the close of my first term as President of the Jewish Educators Assembly, my
heart is filled with gratitude. It has been an honor to serve a community so deeply
committed to meaning, purpose, and one another. Together, we are journeying toward our
future, educating our communities and advocating for our educators. This is grounded in
our JEA mission and shared values.

"Growing and Connecting" is the theme of our conference, but it is also who we are every day.
It reflects how we show up for one another as colleagues, as partners, and as a community of
educators bound by passion and purpose. I have been privileged to share this journey with
Rabbi Robin Foonberg, our Executive Director, who is a true partner whose collaboration,
wisdom, and dedication have strengthened our work. We work together with an
extraordinary Executive Board that is thoughtful, committed, and deeply invested. With the
support and teamwork of the JEA General Board, our shared vision is attainable.

At the heart of JEA are our members. You create a space that is meaningful, welcoming, and
alive. JEA is a place where relationships are formed; ideas are exchanged, and growth is
nurtured. Because of you, JEA is not only an organization, but a community.

Mazal tov to our honorees: Dr. Lisa Richman, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award;
Dorene Karasick, recipient of the Or Zarua Award; to those who have earned their CJE
because of their deep commitment to Jewish education and leadership; and to our emerging
educators, whose voices and leadership illuminate the path ahead.

May we continue "Growing and Connecting" not only at our conference, but in every
classroom, conversation, and community we touch. As we journey toward our future, may
we remain rooted in our shared commitment to educating our communities and advocating
for our educators. Together, with courage, curiosity, and care, we will shape the next chapter
of Jewish education and do so side by side.

With Gratitude & Hope, 

Dr. Cathy Berkowitz, CJE
President Jewish Educator's Assembly
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for our communitiesEducating

towards our futureJourneying

 for our educatorsAdvocating

To promote excellence among educators committed to Conservative
Jewish education by advancing professionalism, encouraging
leadership, pursuing lifelong learning and building community.

Our Mission

To be the leading advocate for both the well-being of the Jewish
educator and for best practices in Jewish education. 

Our Vision

Spirited and honest exploration of sacred texts, Joyful participation in
Jewish holidays and rituals, A deep commitment to Israel and the
Jewish people, Egalitarian practice, innovation and collaboration.

Our Values

Rabbi Robin Foonberg, CJE
Executive Director, Jewish Educators Assembly

robin@jewisheducators.org • 949-933-1111

5106 E. El Cedral • Long Beach, CA 90815

jewisheducators.org
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Dear JEA, 

On behalf of USCJ, we want to wish you a most deserved Mazal Tov as you celebrate 74
years of dedicated work furthering excellence in Jewish education, strengthening the Jewish
Educators Assembly, and nourishing the global Conservative/Masorti movement. 

The JEA has fostered exemplary educators who have inspired generations far and wide to
engage in Jewish life. Your passion for creating intentional and dynamic learning spaces
that are invaluable resources for all who have benefited and will continue to benefit from
your tireless advocacy. 

We are grateful for and proud of our three years of successful partnership; we believe that
together our work continues to sustain a thriving, spirited, and deeply rooted community that
helps individuals and families form relationships, engage in study and worship, and create
deep roots in the larger Movement worldwide. 

We look forward to the honor of continuing to create a vision for Jewish education for the
next generation.  We know that your efforts will continue to inspire countless people in the
years to come. 

We look forward to many more celebrations, including next year’s auspicious 75
Anniversary Conference March 7 -10 , 2027.  

th

th th

May you, your families, and your students continue to go mihayil l’hayil - from strength to
strength.  

Warm regards,

February 23, 2026 

Eliot Meadow
International President 

 

Rabbi Jacob Blumenthal 
Chief Executive Officer 
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JEA Past Presidents

Rabbi Cantor Larry Brandspiegel
Rabbi Robin Foonberg
Dr. Steven Kerbel
Dr. Louis Nagel
Dr. Michael Schatz
Dr. Fred Nathan 
Dr. Hedda S. Morton
Dr. Lawrence M. Katz
Dr. Lonna Picker
Dr. Steve Freedman
Rabbi Dr. Paul D. Schneider
Dr. Mark Silk
Dr. Howard B. Rosenblatt
Dr. Sheila Adler*
Dr. Michael Halzel*
Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro*
Dr. S. Hirsch Jacobson*
Rabbi Marim Charry
Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer

Dr. Michael Korman*
Dr. Aaron Nussbaum
Dr. Irving Skolnick
Dr. Solomon Goldman*
Dr. Jay Stern*
Dr. Hyman Campeas*
Dr. Aryeh Rohn*
Dr. Shimon Frost*
Dr. Gabriel Cohen*
Dr. Nathan Winter*
Dr. Norman Schanin*
Dr. Hyman Pomerantz*
Dr. Martin Goldstein*
Dr. Al Weisel*
Dr. William Lakritz*
Dr. Harry Malin*
Henry  Goldberg* 
         (Founding President)

*Deceased z"l
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We, the Previous Recipients of the 
JEA Lifetime Achievement Award,

Congratulate
Dr. Lisa Richman

And Welcome Her to Our Number
שנמשיך לראות ברכה ממעשה ידיה

Dr. Sylvia Ettenberg z”l 1989
Dr. Alfred Weisel z”l 1990
Dr. Aaron Nussbaum 1991
Dr. Joseph Lukinsky z”l 1992
Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro z”l 1993
Rabbi Marim D. Charry 1994
Dr. Saul P. Wachs 1995
Dr. Daniel Margolis 1996
Dr. Hyman Campeas z”l 1997
Dr. Diane King 1998
Dr. Burton Cohen 1999
Dr. Paul Schneider 2000
Dr. Steven Brown 2001
Rabbi Robert Abramson z"l 2002
Rabbi Alvan H. Kaunfer 2003

Rabbi Sheldon A. Dorph 2004
Dr. Abe Gittelson z"l 2006
Dr. Solomon Goldman z”l 2007
Rabbi Gerald Teller z"l 2008
Dr. Lonna S. Picker 2009
Dr. Eyal Bor 2010
Dr. Michael H. Halzel z"l 2011
Rabbi Paul Freedman 2012
Dr. Fred Nathan 2013
Dr. Louis Nagel 2015
Dr. Hedda Morton 2016
Dr. Ron Wolfson 2021
Dr. Cathy Berkowitz 2022
Dr. Lawrence Katz 2024
Dr. Elliot Lefkowitz 2025
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 Or zarua la’tzadik - Light is sown for the righteous
(Ps. 97)

Or Zarua awards are given to those who spread light
and goodness. This year’s honoree,  Dorene  Karasick,
has truly sown light for students at Har Zion Temple.
She has created a space for students to grow in safety

and comfort. Her compassion and dedication are
evident, and we are so blessed to honor her with this

year’s Or Zarua award.

Mazal tov Dorene,
and we hope you continue to shine!

OOrr  ZZaarruuaa  AAwwaarrddOr Zarua Award

קידצל עורז רוא
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Sandy Andron
Elly Bauman
Cathy Berkowitz
Sandra Borowsky
Larry Brandspiegel 
Suzanne Brody
Jason Cathcart
Mandy Cheskis
Babette Cohn 
David Cohen
Janice Colmar
Beth Cohn Copelovitch 
Tirza Covel
Stacey David
Debra Deutsch
Aliza Drumm
Peter Eckstein
Eddie Edelstein
Dina Eliezer
Emily Ellentuck
Itzhak Emanuel
Jill Epstein
Sheryl Eskowitz
Joshua Fineblum
Edwin Frankel 
Elisha Frumkin
Yaffa Fuchs
Alicia Gejman 
Estee Gold
Leslie Goldress
Betty Golub
Rebecca Gordon
Nancy Gorod

Lisa Pressman
Harvey Raben
Andrea Raizen
Karen Raizen
Lisa Richman 
Fran Richter
Jim Rogozen
Liz Rolle
Howard Rosenbaum
Tamara Ruben
Cindy Saper
Michael Schatz
David Schwartz
Julie Schwarzwald
Maxine Segal Handelman
Melissa Ser 
Sara Shapiro-Plevan 
Charles Sherman
Janette Silverman
Sara Simon
Elizabeth Singer
Samara Sofian
Robert Spitz 
Paul Steinberg
Aviva Tilles
Janice Tytell
Arlyne Ungar
Saul Wachs
Sharon Wasserberg
Esther Weiss
Bob Westle
Susan Wyner 

CJE • Conservative Jewish Educators

Barry Gruber
Judy Haven
Joan Hersch
Teri Rube Hochberg
Robin Foonberg
Tobi Innerfield
Selilah Kalev
Lawrence Katz
Steve Kerbel
Sherrie Klein
Danny Kochavi
Michael Korman
Eliyahu Krigel
Patti Kroll
Marshall Kupchan
Judith Kuper Jaffe
Lauren Kurland
Ben Lewis
Wendy Light
Sarah Lipinsky
Scott Littky
Keri Loventhal
Sherri Morris
Hedda Morton
Jeffrey Myers
Louis Nagel
Laura Naide
Fred Nathan
Jennifer Newfeld
Matthew Nover
Sol Novick
Adrianne Pasternak
Lonna Picker

Mazal tov to
Emily Ellentuck, Sheryl Eskowitz, Betty Golub, Joan Hersch, Sarah Lipinsky. 

May you continue to inspire and lead as you take your place 
among this talented group of Conservative Jewish Educators 
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Leah Schatz
Har Zion Temple • Penn Valley PA

Melissa Shapiro
Congregation Beth El • Voorhees, NJ

Julia Orel
Congregation Beth El •  Voorhees, NJ

Bridget Siegel-Fultz
Germantown Jewish Centre • Philadelphia, PA

JEA Recognizes
Emerging Jewish Educators
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Lisa Richman
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Sheryl,

Mazal tov on receiving your CJE - 
the Conservative Jewish Educators

certification. You absolutely deserve
this honor for all the work you

lovingly do for your community.

Love,
Barbara & Bruce Eskowitz and

Family
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The Jewish Youth Promise (JYP) aims to ingite a surge in Jewish pride that will equip
Jewish youth, ages 13 to 24, with the confidence to contribute to a strong Jewish
future. JYP acts as a bridge, guiding youth towards a lifelong journey of Jewish
commitment and involvement.
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Thank you to my friends and colleagues of the Jewish Educators Assembly

You are the strength behind our work and the heart of our community. 
Through your dedication, leadership, and love for Jewish education, you continue to

inspire one another and shape the Jewish future. 

I am energized by the passion, wisdom, and generosity of the Executive Board. 
It is because of you (Babette, David, Debbie, Jason, Larry, Melissa, Rebecca, and
Teri) and Robin that JEA is not only a professional home, but a place of belonging

where ideas are nurtured, leadership is cultivated, and relationships matter.  It is my
honor to serve as President among such a supportive, thoughtful, committed, and

generous group of educators.

Mazal tov to our esteemed honorees!
To Lisa Richman, my dear friend and colleague, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement

Award, whose enduring impact has inspired generations of educators and learners.

To Dorene Karasick, recipient of the Or Zarua Award, whose light, leadership, and
vision uplift our entire community. 

To our newest CJE Recipients—Emily Ellentuck, Sheryl Eskowitz, Betty Golub,
Joan Hersch, and Sarah Lipinsky—each of whom exemplifies excellence,

commitment, and leadership in Jewish education. 

And to our Emerging Educators—Leah Schatz, Bridget Siegel-Fultz, Melissa
Shapiro, and Julia Orel — the future of our field: Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazek.

B'vracha,
Dr. Cathy Berkowitz, CJE

President, Jewish Educators Assembly
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B’nai Torah Congregation of Boca Raton

congratulates the incredible

Dr. Cathy Berkowitz 

on the renewal of her term as president of the

Jewish Educators’ Assembly. The honor she brings

to us by virtue of her leadership is one more

addition to the innovation and creativity that have

been the hallmarks of her influence on generations

of Jewish children in the many communities she has

served. 

The world is sustained

by the breath of schoolchildren. 

Dr. Cathy Berkowitz is their oxygen. 

Mazal Tov!
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A special thank you and Yeeshar Kohakhem to the entire
JEA Board for their hard work and dedication to education

and to our organization, with Robin Foonberg as our
Executive Director. 

Hazak V'ematz to everyone. 

May you go from strength to ever greater strength. 
Rabbi Larry & Dr. Laura Brandspiegel & Family

Mazal Tov and Congratulations

To my friend, colleague, and special "Star" Dr. Lisa
Richman upon receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award 

To Dorene Karasick, on receiving the Or Zarua Award 

To all New CJE Recipients and 
to all the Outstanding Emerging Educators. 
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ד גַּם יָחַ ים  חִ ת אַ בֶ ים שֶׁ ה נָעִ וּמַ ב  וֹ ה טּ נֵּה מַ   הִ
“How good and pleasant it is when people dwell together in unity.”

Psalm 133:1  

As you begin your second year as JEA President, we see how much
stronger the community is because of you — not just because of what

you do, but because of who you are. 
What many don’t see are the early mornings — the quiet preparation

before the day begins, notes reviewed with coffee in hand, and the
steady attention you give to getting it right. 

You have a way of making people feel heard and 
respected. You lead without ego, and you keep the 

focus where it belongs — 
on the work and the people it serves.

It’s the same steadiness in everything you do — 
with kindness even when things don’t go as planned.

Whether you are called “Cathy, mom, grandma or
yaya” we celebrate not only your leadership, but the

person who means so much to all of us. 

B’ahava u’Vracha, Fred, Adam, Greg, Mikayla, 
Leah and Geoff, Dylan and Maya
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Sarah,
 This award is just another reason we are proud

of you! The light you bring to your students is
apparent to all those who see your impact. You
take the time to partner with parents as a joint

team. 

You put much time and energy into your
teacher in-services so that your staff feels

motivated and excited when they walk into the
classroom. Your teachers comment how much

they learn from you. You help students feel
accepted and teach them Jewish values with
depth. Thank you for all that you give and do
and teach to help our kids love being Jewish. 

With love from your biggest fans in Texas,

Sharon, Jay, Rachel, Greg, Rebecca, Lee 
and all the little ones. 
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Dr. Lisa Richman

on being honored with the

Lifetime Achievement Award

Marilyn and Lawrence Katz

Rabbi Robin,
Your leadership, integrity, and unwavering dedication

have elevated JEA in countless ways over the past three
years. Watching the impact you make every day is a
privilege. I’m endlessly proud of you — not only as

JEA's Executive Director, but also as the remarkable
person I’m lucky to call my wife!

Love, Alan
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To Joan Hersch! You have brought so much love to our family. 
Your teachings have enriched our lives - and the lives of so

many! Thank you for your 43 years+ of commitment to 
Conservative Jewish education. We love you!

 
The Kessel Family

The kids, families, staff and leadership of the
Germantown Jewish Centre are blessed to

have Bridget Siegel Fultz building our youth
and families community. 

She brings joy, connection, Torah and
goodness to everything she does 

and we are so grateful! 

Mazel Tov, Bridget, on this well-deserved
recognition of your important work!"
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Mazal Tov 
Joan Hersch is a talented educator,

a wonderful person and a special
friend. Congratulations on this well-

deserved honor. 
Judi and Fred Young and family

Mazal tov
to  all  our honoree s  

I ’m  honored to  be  your
colle ague  & friend

Meliss a  
33
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To our Conference Chairs
David Schwartz & Mandy Cheskis

and the conference committee

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

תודה רבהתודה רבה

THANK YOU!

תודה רבה
Todah RabahTodah RabahTodah Rabah
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.org

Mazal tov to JEA and all of the honorees!

Ben Tisser, Founder, 
Benari Capital

Joyful Jewish Learning
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Mazel Tov Joan! 
Well deserved!

Love from 
The Berger Family

Joan Hersch. 
A leader. An educator. 

An inspiration. We are so proud of
the work you have done to shape

generations of Jewish people. 
We love you! 

The Leudemanns and Bergs

We're so proud of and happy 
For our dear Joan Hersch. 

May you continue to go 
from strength to strength.

Cantor Neil Schnitzer, Linda
Bobrin & our whole family.

We are so excited for you, Joan! 
You certainly deserve this award as
someone who has devoted her life
to Jewish education. You embody

the excitement, joy and importance
of learning and spread it to all those

you meet. Mazel tov,
 Beth and Bruce Rosner

Mazal Tov to our friend Joan
Hersch on your honor. You

have made the Jewish people
stronger with every child you

have affected. 
Rabbi Jay & Leslie Kornsgold

Mazel tov, Morah Sarah! 
We are so proud of you and so

lucky to have been learning
from you since day one! 
Love, Emma, Eli & Liam

Congratulations Joan Hersch
and thanks for your many

years of service to our
synagogue family. 

Barbara, Gene, Phillip, Katy,
Julia & Claire Stern

Wishing a hearty ‘yashar kochech’ on this
well-deserved honor to our friend and

teammate Leah Schatz. 
With meah milim of admiration, 

Tzevet Yeutz 2025
Camp Ramah in the Poconos  

Julie Berger, Aaron Besser, Rachael Besser,
Ella Chasan, Carly Friedman, Sara

Kreisman, Eliana Seltzer
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Mazal Tov, Leah Schatz. 
May you go 

from strength to strength! 

With love, The Boxbaum family

Yasher Koach to Sheryl Eskowitz for her
years of dedicated service as a Jewish
Educator. Your CJE designation is well

deserved. The staff and clergy of
Congregation Beth Yeshurun are grateful

for your endless contributions and so
proud of your many accomplishments.

In honor of Betty Golub
-Rosalie Nagler & 
The Mussar Group

Sarah, Mazel Tov on
your award! You are

an outstanding
educator! I’m so

proud of you! ❤️ Ann
Ochstein

Kol Hakavod to

Dorene Karasick,

For the light she

spreads.

Fredy & Lew Grafman

Kol Hakavod to

Dorene Karasick,

For the light she

spreads.

Fredy & Lew Grafman

DORENE
KARASICK

WELL DESERVED...
ANDREA AND RON ROBBINS
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The Congregation
Brothers of Israel Men's

Club congratulates 
Joan Hersch on being
honored by the Jewish

Educators Assembly for
her exemplary lifelong

teaching as a
Conservative Jewish

Educator.

Congratulations to our
TBHBE Director of

Religious School & friend
LISA RICHMAN on her
Lifetime Achievement

Award for teaching and
inspiring all of us and her

community!! 

Warmly,  
Josh & Rachel Dunaief

Robin & David Oriel

Mazal Tov Lisa
Love, 

TBH-BE
Sisterhood

In honor of 
Dorene Karasick

for her numerous
contributions

over many years to 
Har Zion Temple

in education, membership,
programming

and so much more!
Nanci Goldman & Steven

Bergstein
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JEA ROCKS
Jewish

Education
& we love being

members
          Debbie &

Rebecca

Mazel Tov to Joan Hersch for
her dedication & passion for

Jewish learning. As a member of
CBOI for 52 years, I have seen

first hand how Joan’s
commitment to sharing her

knowledge & love of Judaism
has inspired my family & our

entire Jewish community. She
personifies the ideals of an
educator who has a love of

learning & a search for
knowledge. Thank you for

passing on the traditions of our
faith with devotion, compassion
& love. Donna Nowicki & Family

בוֹד ל הַכָּ  !Sarah כָּ
We are so proud of
you and all of your
accomplishments.

Much Love, 
The Reznik Family
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Mazal Tov to our incredible
Emerging Education Leader,
Leah Schatz! We are so proud

of you and grateful to learn
from and be inspired by your

leadership each and every day
at KBA. 

With much love, 
Your KBA Family 

With Love, Gratitude & Endless Admiration 
Lisa, we are so proud to honor you and

your work! Your devotion to Ramah,
Perelman and Beth Hillel-Beth El has

shaped the Jewish lives of three
generations of Jewish Philadelphia. 

You are a teacher, a mentor, and a role
model, not only to thousands of children

whose lives are Jewishly richer because of
you, but to us as a family. 

We are forever grateful for the values you
have instilled, the paths you have

illuminated, and the love of Judaism you
have shared so generously. Our lives are

better because you are in them. Thank you
for all that you have done for ALL of us! 
Todd, Aliza, Maya, Joey, Asher & Benny Zeff

וֹ  כּ רְ י דַ פִּ ל־ ר עַ עַ נַּ נֹךְ לַ חֲ
 “Educate a child according to their way.” —

Proverbs 22:6

So proud of our dear
cousin Sheryl Eskowitz on

her becoming a CJE
Recipient. 

She has worked tirelessly
educating the next

generation! 

With much love, 
Shelly & Steve Brodie &

Family

Mazal Tov to Sarah Lipinsky
on this amazing

accomplishment! Your
dedication, hard work, and

unwavering commitment to
our Congregation Shearith

Israel community inspire us
all. You go above and beyond,

and we’re so grateful for
everything you do! 

Love, 
Natalie, Michael, Charlie,

Andrew, and Katie Waldman
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    Surelle and Barry Wind salute Joan Hersch for being
the wonderful person and professional that she is.

Joan, Congratulations with gratitude and joy! 
Mark and Holly Nemiroff

Joan, what a wonderful achievement. You certainly
deserve it. Keep going for another 43 years! Bernice

     Mazel Tov Joan Hersch, the best of the best! 
Love, Sheri, Stu, Molly & Edison Gross

     Mazel Tov Joan Hersch, we are so proud of you! 
Yasher Koach from the Baers!

     Lisa, Knew you when…great then, great now! 
Eze Kavod! Magia Lach! Mazal Tov! Love, Ferne

     Mazel tov, Sarah Lipinsky! We are proud of you! 
Mindy, Jeff, Noah, Todd and Ophelia
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Joan, Mazal tov Joan! Ellen Weiner & Family

Mazel tov and thank you to Mandy and the Conference
Team for a successful conference!

Love, David Schwartz

   Joan, Mazel tov on your well deserved honor.  
Nancy and Lee Jaslow

Joan Hersch Mazel Tov to a Fabulous Woman!
Judith Brickman

    Congratulations to my fellow CJE recipients. It has
been an honor to learn with you and from you.

Joan Hersch

Mazel Tov Joan Hersch! Larry and Susan Keller
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Thank you Joan for joyously sharing the teachings and
the love of Judaism. Susan and Steve Medoff

Mazal Tov Lisa Richman!
Hedda Morton

Mazel Tov Sarah Lipinsky! With love - Levy, Robinowitz,
Rubinstein & Walters Families.

Sarah, Mazel Tov on being honored. Judy Begal

Mazel Tov, Sarah!! Always cheering for you! 
Love, Frances, Matt, Phoebe, and Ella

Mazel Tov to all of the CJE honorees! Love, Betty Golub

    In honor of Dorene and Lisa
Love Hazzan Eliot and Karen Vogel

Joan, Mazel Tov! Nan & Jeff Weiss
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    Joan Hersch - Conservative Jewish Educator
extraordinaire - Maxine and Brian Goldsmith

Heartfelt congratulations to Joan Hersch on this
well‑deserved honor. Love, the Dumack Family

   Sarah we are so proud of you!! 
All our love Aunt Sharon and Uncle Abie

    Joan, Mazel Tov ! You so deserve this honor ! 
Dianne and Gerry 

Mazel Tov Sarah! You are an amazing Religious School
Director, teacher, mentor and role model for our

Shearith Israel community. We are so proud of you!

Joan- you are the heart and soul of CBOI- you have
touched countless families- we love you! The Deutsch’s
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DIGITAL RESOURCE LIBRARY

USCJ’S PULSE SURVEY
Do you have five minutes? 
USCJ’snew surveytoolcan helpyourleadership team

Improve communication among staff, lay leaders, and clergy
Identify strengths and challenges
Determine priorities

Follow this QR code to learn more! 
Come to Valerie Thaler’s NAASE University session at 1:45
on Monday!

 

ARE YOU MAKING USE OF OUR 
DIGITAL MARKETPLACE?

 

ARE YOU SIGNED UP FOR USCJ’S
NEW DIGITAL RESOURCE LIBRARY? 
ACCESS HUNDREDS OF RESOURCES
FOR SYNAGOGUE LEADERS

 (lay leaders, professional staff and clergy).
 To request more informationand

for help setting up your account,
followthis QR code!

USCJ synagogues, staff andcongregantscaneasily
access a broadrangeof vendorand professional
service providers in one convenient online
marketplace.

"A small time investment with a big payoff." - Congregational Rabbi 

Follow this QR Code
to Sign up today!

Please send us your updated staff and board lists so that you
receive our email communication. Share your synagogue’s list by

emailing Miriam Abrams-Stark at MStark@USCJ.org

47



Exploring Judaism is the digital home of
Conservative/Masorti Judaism. EJ hosts
hundreds of articles and resources, and
actively works to expand its reach across
the spectrum of Jewish communal
interests and experiences.

From Shabbatonim and online initiatives
to in-person local events, USCJ’s YALA
community serves Jewish young adults in
their 20s and 30s, creating fun, impactful,
and relevant Jewish experiences. 

NATIV is back! After a pause, this transformative
gap-year program in Israel is reopening for 2026-
2027, offering an incredible opportunity to live,
learn, and grow in both Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.

Follow the QR code to visit Exploring Judaism!

Follow this QR code to learn how prospective
participants can be part of the next cohort!

Visit USY.org to discover how your congregation can help
teens connect to USY staff, programming and events!

United Synagogue Youth is a dynamic community
where Jewish teens build lifelong friendships,
develop leadership skills, and discover what
Judaism means to them. 

To keep up to date or apply for a micro- grant,
visit YALA’s site using this QR code. Follow
YALA on IG @yalauscj!
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Program & Session Sponsors

Silver Conference Sponsors

Platinum Conference Sponsors

With Gratitude to our Sponsors‌  With Gratitude to our Sponsors   
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	צמיחה וחיבור
	JEA 2026
	March 15-18, 2026  Philadelphia

	2025-2026 Executive Board
	President Dr. Cathy Berkowitz, CJE • Boca Raton, FL
	Senior Vice President Dr. Melissa Ser, CJE • Farmington Hills, MI
	Vice President of Communications/Marketing Rebecca Gordon, CJE • Alpharetta, GA
	Vice President of Membership Debbie Deutsch, CJE • Marietta, GA
	Vice President of Conference & Professional Development David Schwartz, CJE • River Forest, IL 
	Vice President of Finance/Treasurer Jason Cathcart, CJE • Greensboro, NC
	Secretary Babette Cohn, CJE • Olney, MD 
	Officer at Large Dr. Teri Hochberg, CJE • Pepper Pike, OH
	Immediate Past President Rabbi/Cantor Dr. Larry Brandspiegel, CJE • E. Brunswick, NJ

	2025-2026 General Board
	Financial Development Dr. Lawrence Katz, CJE - Rhode Island Cantor Josh Fineblum, CJE - Minnesota
	Adult & Family Education Coordinator Rabbi Julie Schwarzwald, CJE - Minnesota
	Conference & Professional Development David Schwartz, CJE - Illinois Mandy Cheskis, CJE - Pennsylvania Rabbi Suzanne Brody, CJE - New York Sharon Solomon - New York
	Clergy-Educator Liaisons Hazzan Barbara Barnett - Pennsylvania Rabbi Nogah Marshall -New Jersey
	NAASE Liaison:  Aviva Tilles, CJE - New Jersey
	RA Liaison:  Rabbi Suzanne Brody, CJE - New York
	Membership David Cohen, CJE - Connecticut Betty Golub - Tennessee

	Regional Liaisons
	New England:  Dr. Eliyahu Krigel, CJE  Connecticut
	Israel:  Rabbi Paul Freedman  Jerusalem
	ChicagoLand: Charlie Sherman, CJE  Illinois
	All Past Presidents are considered ex-officio members of the Board

	March 2026 / Adar 5786
	Dear JEA Members and Friends,
	Welcome to our 74th Annual Jewish Educators Assembly Conference in Philadelphia! I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our conference chairs, David Schwartz and Mandy Cheskis, whose vision and hard work have been instrumental in making this event a success. Additionally, I am thankful for the diligent efforts of the conference committee members—Cathy Berkowitz, Melissa Ser, Rebecca Gordon, Babette Cohn, Rabbi Nogah Marshall, Michael Schatz, Hazzan Barbara Barnett, and David Cohen—who have worked tirelessly to bring it all together. I am deeply appreciative of the 25-26 JEA Board of Directors, led by our esteemed president, Dr. Cathy Berkowitz who works tirelessly on behalf of the JEA to see her vision of JEA blossom. She is truly dedicated to Jewish Education and we are all fortunate to have her serve as President.
	The future is bright for JEA! Next year, we will be celebrating our 75th annual conference! With our continued partnership with USCJ, we will learn and grow together to accomplishing national goals that will benefit our movement as a whole. We look forward to creating a new vision for the future of Jewish Education and we hope you will all join us! Save the dates: March 7-10, 2027!
	I wish a hearty mazal tov to our Lifetime Achievement Honoree, Dr. Lisa Richman. Lisa has been a professional Jewish educator in the Philadelphia area for over five decades. Lisa raises the bar for Jewish educators and has dedicated her life to teaching people of all ages, leading workshops for educators, mentoring student teachers, developing curricula, and integrating technology, games, and informal education practices into Jewish learning.
	I am thrilled that Dorene Karasick, an education lay leader from Har Zion Temple, will receive our Or Zarua Award. She had made her impact by setting out to serve children with special needs, creating a unique space just for them so they could succeed.
	A heartfelt thank you to all of our sponsors and guests for your support and for joining us this year. You are vital to our continued success and growth. Together, we will continue to make a significant impact in the world of Jewish education.
	Chazak chazak v’nitchazek.  May we all go from strength to strength.
	Rabbi Robin Foonberg, JEA Executive Director robin@jewisheducators.org
	כנסת מחנכים היהודיים
	Journeying
	towards our future


	Educating
	for our communities
	Advocating
	for our educators

	Our Mission
	To promote excellence among educators committed to Conservative Jewish education by advancing professionalism, encouraging leadership, pursuing lifelong learning and building community.

	Our Vision
	To be the leading advocate for both the well-being of the Jewish educator and for best practices in Jewish education.

	Our Values
	Spirited and honest exploration of sacred texts, Joyful participation in Jewish holidays and rituals, A deep commitment to Israel and the Jewish people, Egalitarian practice, innovation and collaboration.
	Rabbi Robin Foonberg, CJE Executive Director, Jewish Educators Assembly
	robin@jewisheducators.org • 949-933-1111
	5106 E. El Cedral • Long Beach, CA 90815
	jewisheducators.org


	JEA Past Presidents
	Rabbi Cantor Larry Brandspiegel Rabbi Robin Foonberg Dr. Steven Kerbel Dr. Louis Nagel Dr. Michael Schatz Dr. Fred Nathan  Dr. Hedda S. Morton Dr. Lawrence M. Katz Dr. Lonna Picker Dr. Steve Freedman Rabbi Dr. Paul D. Schneider Dr. Mark Silk Dr. Howard B. Rosenblatt Dr. Sheila Adler* Dr. Michael Halzel* Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro* Dr. S. Hirsch Jacobson* Rabbi Marim Charry Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer
	Dr. Michael Korman* Dr. Aaron Nussbaum Dr. Irving Skolnick Dr. Solomon Goldman* Dr. Jay Stern* Dr. Hyman Campeas* Dr. Aryeh Rohn* Dr. Shimon Frost* Dr. Gabriel Cohen* Dr. Nathan Winter* Dr. Norman Schanin* Dr. Hyman Pomerantz* Dr. Martin Goldstein* Dr. Al Weisel* Dr. William Lakritz* Dr. Harry Malin* Henry  Goldberg*           (Founding President)
	*Deceased z"l

	We, the Previous Recipients of the  JEA Lifetime Achievement Award, Congratulate Dr. Lisa Richman And Welcome Her to Our Number שנמשיך לראות ברכה ממעשה ידיה
	Dr. Sylvia Ettenberg z”l 1989 Dr. Alfred Weisel z”l 1990 Dr. Aaron Nussbaum 1991 Dr. Joseph Lukinsky z”l 1992 Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro z”l 1993 Rabbi Marim D. Charry 1994 Dr. Saul P. Wachs 1995 Dr. Daniel Margolis 1996 Dr. Hyman Campeas z”l 1997 Dr. Diane King 1998 Dr. Burton Cohen 1999 Dr. Paul Schneider 2000 Dr. Steven Brown 2001 Rabbi Robert Abramson z"l 2002 Rabbi Alvan H. Kaunfer 2003
	Rabbi Sheldon A. Dorph 2004 Dr. Abe Gittelson z"l 2006 Dr. Solomon Goldman z”l 2007 Rabbi Gerald Teller z"l 2008 Dr. Lonna S. Picker 2009 Dr. Eyal Bor 2010 Dr. Michael H. Halzel z"l 2011 Rabbi Paul Freedman 2012 Dr. Fred Nathan 2013 Dr. Louis Nagel 2015 Dr. Hedda Morton 2016 Dr. Ron Wolfson 2021 Dr. Cathy Berkowitz 2022 Dr. Lawrence Katz 2024 Dr. Elliot Lefkowitz 2025

	Or Zarua Award
	אור זרוע לצדיק
	Or zarua la’tzadik - Light is sown for the righteous (Ps. 97)
	Or Zarua awards are given to those who spread light and goodness. This year’s honoree,  Dorene  Karasick, has truly sown light for students at Har Zion Temple. She has created a space for students to grow in safety and comfort. Her compassion and dedication are evident, and we are so blessed to honor her with this year’s Or Zarua award.

	Mazal tov Dorene, and we hope you continue to shine!


	CJE • Conservative Jewish Educators
	Mazal tov to Emily Ellentuck, Sheryl Eskowitz, Betty Golub, Joan Hersch, Sarah Lipinsky.
	May you continue to inspire and lead as you take your place  among this talented group of Conservative Jewish Educators
	Sandy Andron Elly Bauman Cathy Berkowitz Sandra Borowsky Larry Brandspiegel  Suzanne Brody Jason Cathcart Mandy Cheskis Babette Cohn  David Cohen Janice Colmar Beth Cohn Copelovitch  Tirza Covel Stacey David Debra Deutsch Aliza Drumm Peter Eckstein Eddie Edelstein Dina Eliezer Emily Ellentuck Itzhak Emanuel Jill Epstein Sheryl Eskowitz Joshua Fineblum Edwin Frankel  Elisha Frumkin Yaffa Fuchs Alicia Gejman  Estee Gold Leslie Goldress Betty Golub Rebecca Gordon Nancy Gorod
	Barry Gruber Judy Haven Joan Hersch Teri Rube Hochberg Robin Foonberg Tobi Innerfield Selilah Kalev Lawrence Katz Steve Kerbel Sherrie Klein Danny Kochavi Michael Korman Eliyahu Krigel Patti Kroll Marshall Kupchan Judith Kuper Jaffe Lauren Kurland Ben Lewis Wendy Light Sarah Lipinsky Scott Littky Keri Loventhal Sherri Morris Hedda Morton Jeffrey Myers Louis Nagel Laura Naide Fred Nathan Jennifer Newfeld Matthew Nover Sol Novick Adrianne Pasternak Lonna Picker
	Lisa Pressman Harvey Raben Andrea Raizen Karen Raizen Lisa Richman  Fran Richter Jim Rogozen Liz Rolle Howard Rosenbaum Tamara Ruben Cindy Saper Michael Schatz David Schwartz Julie Schwarzwald Maxine Segal Handelman Melissa Ser  Sara Shapiro-Plevan  Charles Sherman Janette Silverman Sara Simon Elizabeth Singer Samara Sofian Robert Spitz  Paul Steinberg Aviva Tilles Janice Tytell Arlyne Ungar Saul Wachs Sharon Wasserberg Esther Weiss Bob Westle Susan Wyner


	JEA Recognizes Emerging Jewish Educators
	Leah Schatz Har Zion Temple • Penn Valley PA
	Melissa Shapiro Congregation Beth El • Voorhees, NJ
	Julia Orel Congregation Beth El •  Voorhees, NJ
	Bridget Siegel-Fultz Germantown Jewish Centre • Philadelphia, PA

	Lisa Richman
	Sheryl,
	Mazal tov on receiving your CJE -  the Conservative Jewish Educators certification. You absolutely deserve this honor for all the work you lovingly do for your community.
	Love, Barbara & Bruce Eskowitz and Family
	The Jewish Youth Promise (JYP) aims to ingite a surge in Jewish pride that will equip Jewish youth, ages 13 to 24, with the confidence to contribute to a strong Jewish future. JYP acts as a bridge, guiding youth towards a lifelong journey of Jewish commitment and involvement.
	Thank you to my friends and colleagues of the Jewish Educators Assembly
	You are the strength behind our work and the heart of our community.  Through your dedication, leadership, and love for Jewish education, you continue to inspire one another and shape the Jewish future.
	I am energized by the passion, wisdom, and generosity of the Executive Board.  It is because of you (Babette, David, Debbie, Jason, Larry, Melissa, Rebecca, and Teri) and Robin that JEA is not only a professional home, but a place of belonging where ideas are nurtured, leadership is cultivated, and relationships matter.  It is my honor to serve as President among such a supportive, thoughtful, committed, and generous group of educators.
	Mazal tov to our esteemed honorees! To Lisa Richman, my dear friend and colleague, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award, whose enduring impact has inspired generations of educators and learners.
	To Dorene Karasick, recipient of the Or Zarua Award, whose light, leadership, and vision uplift our entire community.
	To our newest CJE Recipients—Emily Ellentuck, Sheryl Eskowitz, Betty Golub, Joan Hersch, and Sarah Lipinsky—each of whom exemplifies excellence, commitment, and leadership in Jewish education.
	And to our Emerging Educators—Leah Schatz, Bridget Siegel-Fultz, Melissa Shapiro, and Julia Orel — the future of our field: Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazek.
	B'vracha, Dr. Cathy Berkowitz, CJE President, Jewish Educators Assembly
	B’nai Torah Congregation of Boca Raton congratulates the incredible Dr. Cathy Berkowitz  on the renewal of her term as president of the Jewish Educators’ Assembly. The honor she brings to us by virtue of her leadership is one more addition to the innovation and creativity that have been the hallmarks of her influence on generations of Jewish children in the many communities she has served.
	The world is sustained by the breath of schoolchildren.  Dr. Cathy Berkowitz is their oxygen.

	Mazal Tov!
	Mazal Tov and Congratulations
	To my friend, colleague, and special "Star" Dr. Lisa Richman upon receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award
	To Dorene Karasick, on receiving the Or Zarua Award
	To all New CJE Recipients and  to all the Outstanding Emerging Educators.
	A special thank you and Yeeshar Kohakhem to the entire JEA Board for their hard work and dedication to education and to our organization, with Robin Foonberg as our Executive Director.
	Hazak V'ematz to everyone.
	May you go from strength to ever greater strength.  Rabbi Larry & Dr. Laura Brandspiegel & Family

	הִנֵּה מַה טּוֹב וּמַה נָעִים שֶׁבֶת אַחִים גַּם יָחַד  “How good and pleasant it is when people dwell together in unity.” Psalm 133:1
	As you begin your second year as JEA President, we see how much stronger the community is because of you — not just because of what you do, but because of who you are.  What many don’t see are the early mornings — the quiet preparation before the day begins, notes reviewed with coffee in hand, and the steady attention you give to getting it right.
	You have a way of making people feel heard and  respected. You lead without ego, and you keep the  focus where it belongs —  on the work and the people it serves. It’s the same steadiness in everything you do —  with kindness even when things don’t go as planned. Whether you are called “Cathy, mom, grandma or yaya” we celebrate not only your leadership, but the person who means so much to all of us.
	B’ahava u’Vracha, Fred, Adam, Greg, Mikayla,  Leah and Geoff, Dylan and Maya
	Sarah,  This award is just another reason we are proud of you! The light you bring to your students is apparent to all those who see your impact. You take the time to partner with parents as a joint team.

	You put much time and energy into your teacher in-services so that your staff feels motivated and excited when they walk into the classroom. Your teachers comment how much they learn from you. You help students feel accepted and teach them Jewish values with depth. Thank you for all that you give and do and teach to help our kids love being Jewish.
	With love from your biggest fans in Texas,
	Sharon, Jay, Rachel, Greg, Rebecca, Lee  and all the little ones.
	Rabbi Robin, Your leadership, integrity, and unwavering dedication have elevated JEA in countless ways over the past three years. Watching the impact you make every day is a privilege. I’m endlessly proud of you — not only as JEA's Executive Director, but also as the remarkable person I’m lucky to call my wife! Love, Alan

	Dr. Lisa Richman
	on being honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award
	Marilyn and Lawrence Katz
	To Joan Hersch! You have brought so much love to our family.  Your teachings have enriched our lives - and the lives of so many! Thank you for your 43 years+ of commitment to  Conservative Jewish education. We love you!
	The Kessel Family

	The kids, families, staff and leadership of the Germantown Jewish Centre are blessed to have Bridget Siegel Fultz building our youth and families community.
	She brings joy, connection, Torah and goodness to everything she does  and we are so grateful!
	Mazel Tov, Bridget, on this well-deserved recognition of your important work!"
	Mazal Tov  Joan Hersch is a talented educator, a wonderful person and a special friend. Congratulations on this well-deserved honor.  Judi and Fred Young and family
	Mazal tov to all our honorees
	I’m honored to be your colleague & friend
	Melissa
	THANK YOU! תודה רבה
	Todah Rabah
	To our Conference Chairs David Schwartz & Mandy Cheskis and the conference committee


	Mazal tov to JEA and all of the honorees!
	Ben Tisser, Founder,  Benari Capital
	.org
	Joyful Jewish Learning
	We're so proud of and happy  For our dear Joan Hersch.  May you continue to go  from strength to strength.
	Cantor Neil Schnitzer, Linda Bobrin & our whole family.
	Joan Hersch.  A leader. An educator.  An inspiration. We are so proud of the work you have done to shape generations of Jewish people.  We love you!  The Leudemanns and Bergs

	Mazal Tov to our friend Joan Hersch on your honor. You have made the Jewish people stronger with every child you have affected.  Rabbi Jay & Leslie Kornsgold
	We are so excited for you, Joan!  You certainly deserve this award as someone who has devoted her life to Jewish education. You embody the excitement, joy and importance of learning and spread it to all those you meet. Mazel tov,  Beth and Bruce Rosner

	Mazel tov, Morah Sarah!  We are so proud of you and so lucky to have been learning from you since day one!  Love, Emma, Eli & Liam

	Mazel Tov Joan!  Well deserved!
	Love from  The Berger Family
	Congratulations Joan Hersch and thanks for your many years of service to our synagogue family.  Barbara, Gene, Phillip, Katy, Julia & Claire Stern
	Wishing a hearty ‘yashar kochech’ on this well-deserved honor to our friend and teammate Leah Schatz.  With meah milim of admiration,  Tzevet Yeutz 2025 Camp Ramah in the Poconos   Julie Berger, Aaron Besser, Rachael Besser, Ella Chasan, Carly Friedman, Sara Kreisman, Eliana Seltzer
	Mazal Tov, Leah Schatz.  May you go  from strength to strength!
	With love, The Boxbaum family
	Yasher Koach to Sheryl Eskowitz for her years of dedicated service as a Jewish Educator. Your CJE designation is well deserved. The staff and clergy of Congregation Beth Yeshurun are grateful for your endless contributions and so proud of your many accomplishments.

	In honor of Betty Golub -Rosalie Nagler &  The Mussar Group

	DORENE KARASICK
	WELL DESERVED... ANDREA AND RON ROBBINS
	Sarah, Mazel Tov on your award! You are an outstanding educator! I’m so proud of you! ❤️ Ann Ochstein


	Kol Hakavod to Dorene Karasick, For the light she spreads. Fredy & Lew Grafman
	Mazal Tov Lisa Love,  TBH-BE Sisterhood
	In honor of  Dorene Karasick for her numerous contributions over many years to  Har Zion Temple in education, membership, programming and so much more! Nanci Goldman & Steven Bergstein
	Congratulations to our TBHBE Director of Religious School & friend LISA RICHMAN on her Lifetime Achievement Award for teaching and inspiring all of us and her community!!
	Warmly,   Josh & Rachel Dunaief Robin & David Oriel
	The Congregation Brothers of Israel Men's Club congratulates  Joan Hersch on being honored by the Jewish Educators Assembly for her exemplary lifelong teaching as a Conservative Jewish Educator.

	JEA ROCKS Jewish Education & we love being members           Debbie &        Rebecca
	Mazel Tov to Joan Hersch for her dedication & passion for Jewish learning. As a member of CBOI for 52 years, I have seen first hand how Joan’s commitment to sharing her knowledge & love of Judaism has inspired my family & our entire Jewish community. She personifies the ideals of an educator who has a love of learning & a search for knowledge. Thank you for passing on the traditions of our faith with devotion, compassion & love. Donna Nowicki & Family
	Mazal Tov to our incredible Emerging Education Leader, Leah Schatz! We are so proud of you and grateful to learn from and be inspired by your leadership each and every day at KBA.  With much love,  Your KBA Family

	So proud of our dear cousin Sheryl Eskowitz on her becoming a CJE Recipient.
	She has worked tirelessly educating the next generation!
	With much love,  Shelly & Steve Brodie & Family
	Mazal Tov to Sarah Lipinsky on this amazing accomplishment! Your dedication, hard work, and unwavering commitment to our Congregation Shearith Israel community inspire us all. You go above and beyond, and we’re so grateful for everything you do!  Love,  Natalie, Michael, Charlie, Andrew, and Katie Waldman

	Mazel tov, Sarah Lipinsky! We are proud of you!  Mindy, Jeff, Noah, Todd and Ophelia
	Surelle and Barry Wind salute Joan Hersch for being the wonderful person and professional that she is.
	Joan, Congratulations with gratitude and joy!  Mark and Holly Nemiroff
	Joan, what a wonderful achievement. You certainly deserve it. Keep going for another 43 years! Bernice
	Mazel Tov Joan Hersch, the best of the best!  Love, Sheri, Stu, Molly & Edison Gross
	Mazel Tov Joan Hersch, we are so proud of you!  Yasher Koach from the Baers!
	Lisa, Knew you when…great then, great now!  Eze Kavod! Magia Lach! Mazal Tov! Love, Ferne
	Joan, Mazal tov Joan! Ellen Weiner & Family
	Mazel tov and thank you to Mandy and the Conference Team for a successful conference! Love, David Schwartz

	Joan, Mazel tov on your well deserved honor.   Nancy and Lee Jaslow
	Joan Hersch Mazel Tov to a Fabulous Woman! Judith Brickman
	Congratulations to my fellow CJE recipients. It has been an honor to learn with you and from you. Joan Hersch
	Mazel Tov Joan Hersch! Larry and Susan Keller
	Mazel Tov to all of the CJE honorees! Love, Betty Golub
	Thank you Joan for joyously sharing the teachings and the love of Judaism. Susan and Steve Medoff
	Mazal Tov Lisa Richman! Hedda Morton
	Mazel Tov Sarah Lipinsky! With love - Levy, Robinowitz, Rubinstein & Walters Families.
	In honor of Dorene and Lisa Love Hazzan Eliot and Karen Vogel
	Sarah, Mazel Tov on being honored. Judy Begal
	Joan, Mazel Tov! Nan & Jeff Weiss
	Mazel Tov, Sarah!! Always cheering for you!  Love, Frances, Matt, Phoebe, and Ella

	Joan Hersch - Conservative Jewish Educator extraordinaire - Maxine and Brian Goldsmith
	Heartfelt congratulations to Joan Hersch on this well‑deserved honor. Love, the Dumack Family
	Sarah we are so proud of you!!  All our love Aunt Sharon and Uncle Abie
	Joan, Mazel Tov ! You so deserve this honor !  Dianne and Gerry
	Mazel Tov Sarah! You are an amazing Religious School Director, teacher, mentor and role model for our Shearith Israel community. We are so proud of you!
	Joan- you are the heart and soul of CBOI- you have touched countless families- we love you! The Deutsch’s
	USCJ’S PULSE SURVEY
	Do you have five minutes?
	"A small time investment with a big payoff."
	ARE YOU SIGNED UP FOR USCJ’S NEW DIGITAL RESOURCE LIBRARY?  ACCESS HUNDREDS OF RESOURCES FOR SYNAGOGUE LEADERS
	(lay leaders, professional staff and clergy).

	DIGITAL RESOURCE LIBRARY

	ARE YOU MAKING USE OF OUR  DIGITAL MARKETPLACE?
	Please send us your updated staff and board lists so that you receive our email communication. Share your synagogue’s list by emailing Miriam Abrams-Stark at MStark@USCJ.org

	United Synagogue Youth is a dynamic community where Jewish teens build lifelong friendships, develop leadership skills, and discover what Judaism means to them.
	NATIV is back! After a pause, this transformative gap-year program in Israel is reopening for 2026- 2027, offering an incredible opportunity to live, learn, and grow in both Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.
	From Shabbatonim and online initiatives to in-person local events, USCJ’s YALA community serves Jewish young adults in their 20s and 30s, creating fun, impactful, and relevant Jewish experiences.
	Exploring Judaism is the digital home of Conservative/Masorti Judaism. EJ hosts hundreds of articles and resources, and actively works to expand its reach across the spectrum of Jewish communal interests and experiences.
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