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Longboat shopping center 
hits market for $7.59 million

A Perfect Putt for Vets

Legacy Trail
Downtown 
expansion 
on agenda

Bicyclists and the public in gen-
eral are invited to a meeting about 
the City of Sarasota’s plans to con-
nect bicyclists, pedestrians and oth-
ers from The Legacy Trail’s termi-
nation at Payne Park to downtown 
Sarasota and other points west, city 
staff announced.

The meeting will be held from 
5 to 6:30 p.m. in the SRQ Media 
Studio in the City Hall Annex, 
which stands at 1565 First St. in 
downtown Sarasota.

The project is designed to 

The Centre Shops of Longboat 
Key, home of the Lazy Lobster and 
Blue Dolphin restaurants at 5730 
Gulf of Mexico Drive, is on the 
market for $7.59 million.

The five-building, 37,880-square-
foot shopping was built in 1986 
and renovated in 2015. It is cur-
rently 95% occupied with 60% of 
the tenants in place for more than 
seven years.

Marcus & Millichap is the com-
mercial real estate firm selling the 

The five-building, 37,880-square-foot shopping was built 
in 1986. It is currently 95% occupied.

See Trail, page 2

The Town and the 
Longboat Key Club 
joined forces last Friday 
to help raise funds to 
award a check to SRQ 
Vets. The Longboat 
Key Mayor, commis-
sioners, Town staff and 
Key Club employees 
and Owner Mark Walsh 
all participated in a 
putting contest fund-
raiser. Longboat Key 
Fire Chief Paul Dezzi 
won the most for the 
cause and is shown 
nailing a one-putt. The 
grand total raised was 
$25,000. SRQ Vets is 
a 501(c)3 organization 
led by Veterans in the 
Sarasota area. These 
are local Veterans help-
ing local Veterans. The 
organization is 100% 
volunteers.
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Center, from page 1

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

center and says
a significant number of businesses at this location have thrived for over a decade. 
Currently, the property enjoys a 90% occupancy rate.
According to Manatee County property records, the center is owned by an LLC named FH 

Centre Shoppes. 
At 4.7 acres, Marcus & Millichap says the center is one of the largest parcels of land currently 

for sale on the island. But at $200 per square foot, it is “significantly below its replacement 
cost, promising immediate value.”

Under the current ownership’s stewardship, enhancements have been made to all structures, 
including the installation of new roofs, a revamped parking lot, and upgraded exterior lighting. 
The property also includes deeded beach access.

increase connectivity and safety for users who want to travel from The Legacy Trail to down-
town Sarasota, and for those who wish to proceed on to St. Armands Circle and Lido Key.

A 14-foot-wide Multi-Use Recreational Trail (MURT) will be constructed as the connector 
from south Payne Park to The Legacy Trail/School Avenue junction, the release notes. That will 
enable the MURT to tie into protected bike lanes on the Ringling Trail in downtown Sarasota 
“and offer shorter travel distances for those bicycling, walking or using mobility assistance 
devices,” the release adds.

The project will include amenities such as a shade shelter, a drinking fountain, benches, 
tables, a bike rack, lighting, landscaping and informational signage.

The meeting will be conducted with an open house format, which will include a looping 
video presentation played at 5 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 6 p.m., the release says. Attendees also will 
have the opportunity to review diagrams and talk with the project team.

Meeting materials will be posted by Monday, Oct. 23, on the project website www.Sarasotafl.
gov/LegacyTrailPaynePark, the release notes.

Comments about the project may be submitted four ways:
•	 In person during the Oct. 26 meeting.
•	 Via email to Project Manager Corinne Arriaga at Corinne.Arriaga@sarasotafl.gov
•	 Telephone — 941-263-6362.
•	 Mail sent to Corinne Arriaga, 1761 12thSt., Sarasota, FL  34236.
Comments must be submitted by Nov. 6 to be included in the public record.
In the latter part of August, Mayor Kyle Battie announced that the city was awarded a 

$400,000 federal grant to construct the MURT. The city is matching that with $375,000, to 
build The Legacy Trail-Payne Park connector. Construction is slated to begin in late 2024, the 
news release says.

For more information visit www.Sarasotafl.gov/LegacyTrailPaynePark or email Project 
Manager Corinne Arriaga at Corinne.Arriaga@sarasotafl.gov.

Legacy, from page 1

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 

941.387.2200
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        PREMIUM CUSTOM       WEST OF TRAIL &
         HOME BUILDER             BARRIER ISLANDS

THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR • 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
YOUR ISLAND RESIDENT SPECIALIST

941-928-2922
NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY • 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236            53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236  |  #CBC1253416

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM  |  941.388.2021

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION                          $8,995,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac 
steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,350 AC/SF, with an open concept floor 
plan,  highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be 
impressed.  Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY  •  6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE                               $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous 
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find.  Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF, 
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout. 
Architect  designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

LIDO SHORES  •  1212 CENTER PLACE                                                $6,649,000
Currently under construction and ready by end of the year!  Spectacular 
location, steps to your own private, sandy beach on Gulf of Mexico.  Home 
includes a breathtaking SKY TERRACE offering additional 1500 sq ft of walk-
able terrace area with 360 degree panoramic views of Sarasota’s magnificent 
city and water views. This desirable, custom residence offers an open, bright, 
and airy floor plan with 5BR/5BA. Impressive 23-ft. ceiling in great room.  
Fantastic outdoor area w/custom pool, spa, kitchen and lanai.  The residence 
boasts 4,750 sq. ft. of air-conditioned space.

PATRICK DIPINTO

SIESTA KEY  •  HIGEL AVE.                                                                    $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this 
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf 
front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest 
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

GULF FRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION

NOW PENDING SALE

MOVE IN FALL 2023

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023
WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

YOUR LAND IS IN DEMAND
 We are actively seeking to purchase

tear down properties.

YOU MAY BE SURPRISED HOW MUCH 
YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

 LET’S CHAT!

  Let’s chat about  getting your 
home market-ready for the 
upcoming selling season. 

My team of vendors, including stagers 
and home improvement professionals, 

are here to get you the best $$$. 
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See Letters, page 11

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

New Fall Flavors Menu
and Cocktails at Harry’s!

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

A Longboat Key Landmark

Harry’s Caymus
Wine Dinner

Thursday, November 9th, 2023 
6:30pm 

$210 per person 
(gratuity and tax not included)

For Reservations: 941-383-0777

PUMPKIN SPICED 
ESPRESSO MARTINI

THANKSGIVING SPECIAL MENUS 
HARRY'S RESTAURANT
OPEN Thursday, November 23, 2023 | 2PM - 8PM
THREE COURSE DINNER $49 per person
$65 with premium wine pairings | $36 entrée only

THANKSGIVING TO-GO FROM HARRY'S DELI
Order by Sunday, November 19th
Pick-up Wednesday, November 22nd between
11am and 7pm

Whitney Plaza / North End Space Team (NEST)
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thanks Ken for the note back to all.  Everyone involved appreciates your efforts, along with 

Tip’s and the Commission’s, to get this initial step completed before the opportunity is lost to 
secure the space at Whitney Plaza for LBK residents. Wishing all of you a productive, and long 
overdue, meeting with the County.   

Maureen merrigan
Longboat Key

Whitney Plaza / North End Space Team (NEST)
To: Maureen Merrigan
Maureen et al:  We are making slow but steady progress towards finalizing the Manatee 

County presence at Whitney Plaza, including recent conversations with the County School 
Board Chair.  This is important as the County sees this as a joint project with the Schools, so 
we need to have them in the loop and on board.  As for a water taxi stop at that site, while it 
has been mentioned, it is not the best option for LBK and is unlikely to move forward; but our 
primary objective now is to get agreement on the lease and the use of the space.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Whitney Plaza / North End Space Team (NEST)
To: Town of Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Hmmm. Thanks for the info.  Well Longboat Key north and the Whitney Plaza NEST team 

have consistently communicated that we don’t want Whitney plaza to be a water taxi spot (for 
a number of reasons but the sensitive nature of the area back there - manatees, dolphins - is 
primary).  Logistically is a tricky area too as the taxi would have to navigate a very long no 
wake area to get there from the ICW. 

Coquina, Town docks off Broadway, Bayfront and the farthest point south on Longboat Key 
all seem more practical. I believe the water taxi discussion might continue when our Longboat 
Key Commissioners meet with Manatee County in the next few weeks. 

Am copying our Mayor as he was on a call with Longboat Key North when water taxi 
options were discussed and may have more insight to provide everyone after the meeting. 

Maureen Merrigan
Longboat Key

Whitney Plaza / North End Space Team (NEST)
To: Maureen Merrigan
I just read an article in the newspaper about Sarasota County Library plans among other 

items.  They mention a water taxi behind Whitney Plaza as a possibility.  I’m keen to know it 
the Town of Longboat Key is offering alternatives to Whitney Plaza.  Why not Bayfront Park?

Deborah Di Carlo
Longboat Key
 

Whitney Plaza / North End Space Team (NEST)
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Hi NEST (north end space team). Just a quick update on the community space at Whitney 

Plaza.  It appears the bureaucracy of government (Manatee County Commissioners and School 
Board) is moving slower than any of us would like and we are still waiting on an inter-local 
agreement to be signed and a lease agreement to be formalized with Whitney Plaza.  The LBK 
Commissioners will be meeting with the County at the end of this month and hopefully they 
can get this to the next step (before the space is leased to someone else for the next few years).  
In the meantime, please continue to think about topics below and design needs.  We will have 
another task team meeting in November after the County-Longboat Key meeting. Made a few 
updates in green highlights

Maureen Merrigan
Longboat Key

211 service

To: Longboat Key Fire Chief Paul Dezzi
Are we promoting 211 service? Is SRQ up and running with 211. At White House meeting 

they believe it is available in all 67 counties.
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

211 service
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
I am with the understanding this system is up and running in Sarasota and Manatee. 
Paul Dezzi
Fire Chief
Town of Longboat Key

211 service
To: Longboat Key Fire Chief Paul Dezzi
We need to get some info out on this.
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

A Huge Thank You
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
Thanks to all who participated today in the school field trip.  I don’t think there was a minute 

the kids weren’t engaged and seemed eager to learn!
Special thanks to Vice Mayor Haycock for being the storyteller, Isaac for leading the future 

government employees through the halls of Town Hall, PZB, and Tennis Center, and Stephanie 
who worked tirelessly on putting this event together and all her work today!

Again – thanks for making Florida City Government Week special for 30 young children.  
Please share with your staff our appreciation for their efforts and interaction with the students.

Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Cycling Association to Bike MS: Suncoast 
Challenge

To: Longboat Key residents
This is the first announcement of the Multiple Sclerosis bike ride in April.  The event starts in 

Lakewood Ranch but comes through Longboat Key, so you could join and just ride Longboat.
Thank you for your time this summer to talk to us. I’d like to officially invite you and 

Longboat Cycling Association to Bike MS: Suncoast Challenge. I’ve tried to include as much 
information about the ride below in an inviting way that you could perhaps use to invite other 
team members. It is only $20 this week to register, on Monday October 23rd the price rises 
to $35. 

New Ride Details
New Name: Bike MS: Suncoast Challenge (Formerly Bike MS: The Citrus Tour) 
Date: April 20th 2024 
Location: Lakewood Ranch Main Street, 8100 Lakewood Ranch Blvd, Bradenton, FL 34202
Minimum fundraising: $250
Discover the Beauty of the Brand-New Coastal Cycling Adventure from Bike MS!   Bike MS: 

The Citrus Tour becomes Bike MS: Suncoast Challenge!
Route concept for 2024 ride (100 Miles)
-White arrow within the green circle is start location.
-Shorter distances will be based on this route structure. For example, Longboat Key and back 

to Lakewood Ranch as a shorter distance. 
Route concept for 2024 ride (100 Miles) 
-White arrow within the green circle is start location.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy 

Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW.

$5,000,000

511 SPINNAKER LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
Gorgeous 4BR/5BA, canal-front home in Country Club Shores, offering expansive 

open spaces and seamless indoor/outdoor living.  New composite dock with jet ski 
and 30,000 lb. lift, with direct access to the ICW. 

1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #601 | LONGBOAT KEY
Stunning views of the Gulf of Mexico and Sarasota Bay in this 6th-floor condomini-
um in Promenade. The desirable end unit features 2 bedrooms plus a den, all with 

full baths, abundant floor-to-ceiling windows and glass sliders to 2 balconies.
$1,995,000

$3,495,000
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Got an opinion?  WE WANT TO HEAR IT!   
letters@LBKNews.com

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher 
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

Letters to the Editor
letters@lbknews.com

You know you are aging when you increasingly think not 
only do they not build anything as well as they used to, but 
they don’t cut people out of the same fine and disciplined 
cloth as the old days. That is also true in my mind of even 
such specialty items as an espresso machine.

The espresso machine at my family 
home hisses in the corner. It is like 
a high culture meth lab sizzling on 
220-volt power with its own dedicated 
water supply and drain.

It all started when one morning my 
wife insisted our espresso cappuccino 
machine of about six years had finally 
given up the froth.

But my wife made a tactical error 
when without much thought as she 
headed out the door said, “If you find yourself on one of your 
eBay searches — get us a good cappuccino maker.”

Ebay: where Steve Jobs meets Dalai Lama
And eBay for me is a miracle of the modern marketplace. 

Take the frenetic otherworldly energy of the Medina in Fez 
Morocco and combine it with the ability to switch between 
worlds like Steve Jobs wanted us all to do and even the Dalai 
Lama risks an addiction to hunting and buying.

So I went online and soon other parts of my personality 
consumed the hunt.

“I can either get another consumer grade espresso machine, 
or perhaps I can get a used really well made machine that is 
worth fixing,” I thought to myself.

And that thought morphed into a research project. My wife, 
Melissa, looked at me strangely later that night when I walked 
into the bedroom and said, “You know, you really need 9 bars 
of pressure and 190 degrees to extract the true essence of a 
good espresso bean.”

I mistook her befuddled look as enchantment and a desire 
for me to tell her more.

Then I got what my wife later described as my usual mania-
cal glint. I poured out the entire strategy and tactics to achieve 

the strategy.
“Honey, I have done my research. We need a real Italian-

made espresso machine — not some stainless Chinese-crafted 
knock off. We need a 220-volt machine with a dedicated water 
supply and drain and I am following several on EBay.”

I actually ended with: “Honey, You are gonna love it — this 
is a whole new level of coffee drinking that will be going on 
around here.”

Then Melissa looked at me and said I had been hanging 
around Town Commission candidates too long — “You 
sound like a lunatic,” she said gently and softly.

As I tried to drift off to sleep, I realized in an espresso meets 
existential crisis that I was truly on my own on this quest. My 
sales pitches would not overcome all the resistance. 

Electrical work without drinking Corona
I pictured the house and the electric panel in the garage 

and the circuitry and wondered if my wife would mind of 
I cannibalized an outlet in the Kitchen for my project. I 
turned to my wife and asked her if she minded if we lose an 
outlet somewhere along the acres of granite countertop in 
the kitchen. I told her I needed one dedicated outlet and was 
going to covert it to 220 since it used 12-gauge wire and I was 
going to convert the neutral in the panel to another hot lead 
and isolate the ground. 

“Don’t worry Hun, I told my wife; I have my hotgloves for 
when I work on the panel live. ”

I also drink a lot less Corona than I used to, so my electrical 
work has grown exponentially safer over the years I reasoned 
to myself.

I then rolled over and before sleeping, I picked up my eBay-
enabling device — my android phone. I scrolled down to my 
watched items. Like a lover in the moonlight, the La Spaziale 
Commercial espresso machine listing beckoned me. Time was 
running out. It sat in Fort Lauderdale with the seller demand-
ing local pickup only.

I looked at my wife. “I will get that Ghirardelli chocolate 

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

KeyOpinion

STEVE REID

and the best espresso beans and blow her mind with some 
home made mochas. Yeah; screw Starbucks,” I said to myself 
somewhat rudely. 

I then pictured my wife and I on the back patio during crisp 
nights drinking cappuccino.

I saw myself inviting guests and beckoning with espressos 
and a tiny lemon peel. 

I even fantasized of rum and espresso drizzled ladyfingers 
and the finest Tiramisu we could make. 

“She will love it. The family will thank me.”
I turned to the phone and bid $800. I fell off to sleep the 

high bidder — a real player in the used espresso machine 
market.

Morning becomes Electric
In the morning I zipped off to breakfast with my long=time 

tennis freinds. I told them what I was doing much the way a 
man confesses when he is tired of holding his crime inside his 
aching mind.

Bruce counseled me not to take my BMW coupe to Fort 
Lauderdale to buy the espresso machine because it may not fit 
in the front seat. Hal looked at me and said something about 
how I sounded crazy.

After breakfast, I did not go home and I did not go to work. 
Like a Buddhist I took the middle path and followed my cap-
puccino dream.

I told nobody as I drove south on I-75 toward Alligator 
Alley. I was heading at 90 mph toward a failed and vacant 
Italian restaurant on some commercial strip in Fort Lauderdale 
to meet Sergio who said he lived “but moments away.”

The whole way I suspended all critical thought. I did not 
think about how to fit it in the car. I did not truly gauge my 
wife’s reaction. But single-minded focus at the exclusion of all 
distractions rendered me like a cliff diver focused on a tiny 
destination.

Read next week for the conclusion of  how an espresso machine unrav-
eled an entire household.

How espresso nearly destroyed a family
eBay for me is a miracle of the modern marketplace. Take the frenetic otherworldly energy of the Medina 
in Fez Morocco and combine it with the ability to switch between worlds like Steve Jobs wanted us all to 
do and even the Dalai Lama risks an addiction to hunting and buying.
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achieve the Florida dream
THE TEAM TO HELP YOU 

Make your journey an exceptional experience with the 
Larson Team at your side. We strive to exceed your 
expectations as your community partner in helping you 
reach your real estate goals.

PROUDLY SERVING 
LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
REALTOR® REALTOR®

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com 

MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

me of the good Samaritan owner of the facility. “Give him a 
$100.00 tip because he saved my life,” was I think the exact 
quote.  For some reason I inquired if maybe $40.00 would not 
suffice to thank the gentleman.  This 
was a mistake.  It is not a good idea to 
tell a woman so recently ill treated that 
her safety is worth only $40.00.  It was 
now obvious I was not having a good 
day.  Bad decisions outweighed the 
good ones by a wide margin.  

Once on our way it immediately 
became apparent she had a lot to say.  
I have heard it is a good idea to let 
angry people vent their feelings.  Still, 
even though we have been married 
almost 32 years I am still impressed with her ability to vent.  
I remember thinking if venting were a sport she would repre-
sent this country in the Olympics.  She opened with what can 
best be described as a dramatic recitation of  my faults.  Since 
I have many faults this required some time especially since she 
integrated the review of my delinquencies with many helpful 
hints about how to improve as a husband and a human being.  
I have to admit if anybody had a right to be a bit cranky it 
was her.  At the same time listening to a list of ones faults, 
complete with examples from the past, is a bit like reading 
an anthology of O’Henry short stories in one sitting -- a bit 
much.

The next stage of what I would later realize was the recovery 
of good feelings was for her to start telephoning every person 

TOM BURGUM
Contributing Columnist
burgum@lbknews.com

BURGUM

Some years ago Paul Simon popularized a song entitled, “50 
Ways to Leave Your Lover.”  Well, I’ve got number 51 if any-
one is interested.  The 51st way to leave your lover was discov-
ered inadvertently during a Thanksgiving trip to Washington, 
D.C.  It is very simple.  I left my lover, in this case my wife 
Mary, at a convenience store and gas station along route 301.  
We were driving to Reston, Va. to join my son John and his 
family, and my son Jim for one of those story book family 
Thanksgivings.  Story book indeed.  If our trip was a story 
book trip the book was written by Stephen King.  

It is a simple story.  We had stopped for gas at a station on 
301 and, unbeknownst  to me, my wife had awakened and left 
the car.  When she emerged from the station only a few min-
utes later she was greeted with the wholly unwelcome sight of 
our car reentering 301.  I not only left her, I left her without 
cell phone, money, or purse.  As you know doubt can imagine, 
this only makes a bad situation worse. 

It took Mary about an hour before she was able to contact 
friends who then contacted my son John as he actually knew 
my cell phone number.  That didn’t help immediately as I 
didn’t have it turned on.  Meanwhile my wife had managed 
to engage the sympathy and  assistance of the owner of the 
facility and she was being plied with strong drink, salty snacks, 
and chilly-dogs on a vague promise of payment once her idiot 
husband returned.  (He even provided cigarettes as she had 
started smoking again.) Fortunately, as it turned out, the gas 
station was connected with a liquor store and a convenience 
store.  She can now testify a handy liquor store and some 
credit help one over the rough spots.

Meanwhile I was happily motoring north.  This was the 
best period for making good time as Mary always slept in the 
back seat and we could avoid time consuming stops.  I was 
listening to a book on tape recording of Smiley’s People and 
the miles were rolling by.  About noon I decided to call my son 
and report our progress as we had just entered Georgia. (The 
pronoun “we” is still appropriate as Molly the family dog was 
still sleeping happily in the back seat.)  I fired up the trusty cell 
phone and was greeted with, “where is Mary?” After inquiring 
what the hell was he talking about, I was informed I had left 
her at the service station some 2 ½  hours and 160 miles ago.  
No one, not Mark Twain, not Herman Melville, not even 
William Shakespeare ever had a command of the language 
sufficient to describe my feelings at that moment.  

I turned the car around at started to retrace a 2 ½ hour 
drive.  The return drive can only be described as a miserable 
experience.  I was possessed with the ambivalent feeling one 
gets when you have the urge to drive faster so as to arrive at 
your execution sooner.  Despite feelings of dread I continued 
on and finally arrived at the station that had been Mary’s ref-
uge for some 5 hours.

She, of course, greeted me with open arms and a shout of, 
“I knew you would come back.”  Actually, she didn’t. I can’t 
repeat what she said but as you may imagine the first few 
moments were rather intense.  Mary has her faults but being 
passive aggressive is not one of them.  A small crack in our 
windshield bares mute testimony to that fact.  

After she had addressed defects in my ancestry she told 

she had ever known.  This includes friends from high school, 
college, and her social and working life in Washington.  The 
calls all went the same.  She would start with, “You can’t 
believe what Tom did.”  Obviously they couldn’t believe 
what I did because she immediately commenced a detailed 
description of her ordeal.  After several minutes of explanation 
liberally punctuated by laughter, she would hand the phone 
to me.  I would be greeted with, “how could you?”  I learned 
very quickly they really didn’t care “how could I” because 
when I tried to explain they would laugh hysterically.  This 
only ended when it was her turn to drive but she took up the 
task the next day and by the time we arrived in Washington 
everyone we had ever known had been duly informed that 
their long held suspicions were correct -- I was an idiot and 
had married far above myself.

It cost her five hours and some nervous moments but 
she came out ahead in the game.  The general consensus in 
our circle of friends and acquaintances is that Mary is noth-
ing short of a saint for having lived with me for over three 
decades.  The Good Samaritan even observed she should 
get a presidential medal for having lived with me all those 
years.  Yes, move over Joan of Arc, make room for Mary of 
Arc.  While she has been elevated to a new divine status I find 
people looking at me with a kind of curious grin as if they 
are wondering just how I managed to become the “poster 
husband for spousal abuse.” 

That, my friends is the 51st way to leave your lover.  
Frankly, I can’t honestly say I would recommend it. 

51 Ways to leave your lover
Even though we have been married almost 32 years I am still impressed with her ability to vent.

Editor’s Note: This is a reprint of one of Tom Burgum’s 
classic columns. His wife forgave him it is rumored.

Ads 
that work...

ads@Lbknews.com 
or 941.387.2200

KeyOpinion
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6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name
Worship With Us at Our Church

Sunday Service 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or 

www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

436 S POLK DR
3554 FAIR OAKS LN
816 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY
5201 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#104
380 N SHORE RD Unit#4
4420 EXETER DR Unit#204
3802 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#A203

4,038
4,493
2,568
1,184
512
837
1,007

$4,685,000 
$4,200,000 
$1,599,000 
$1,200,000 
$565,000 
$429,000 
$398,888

191
58
129
35
0
148
235

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
1
0
0
0
0
0

5
4
2
2
1
1
2

5
5
3
2
1
1
2 

$4,500,000 
$3,825,000 
$1,425,000 
$1,090,000 
$565,000 
$420,000 
$375,000

KeyRealEstate

2165 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#12515

Ads that work...      941.387.2200

Physician
recommended 

The Only Liposomal Formulation using Olive Pomace
Oil with a Unique Combination of Ingredients to: 

Decrease free radical production*

Inhibit mast cell activation*

Promote immune system balance*

Protect sensitive tissues*

Reduce inflammation*

Sharpen cognition*

Strengthen memory*

Support Brain health* 

GentleDerm® is a unique antioxidant lotion containing aloe, olive leaf, 
chamomile and oregano extract together with the novel flavonoid, 
tetramethoxyflavone, for dry, irritated or sensitive skin.

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. These products are not Intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

algonot.com  •  941-346-9002  •  Toll free operator 24 hour 800-254-6668 
feedback@algonot.com

430 Interstate Court • Sarasota • Florida • 34240

T. C. Theoharides, BA, MS, MPhil, PhD, MD
From Yale University

www.mastcellmaster.com

NOW 
The Algonot® Family of Nutraceuticals were 
developed based on extensive published 
research by Prof. Theoharis Theoharides 
PhD, MD, are covered by numerous patents 
and supported by clinical studies. They are 
intended for individuals with unique dietary 
requirements and sensitivities. The greatest 
consideration is taken in the selection, 
source and purity of ingredients in all 
formulations for better health and safety.

Up to 3 Products!
PROMO CODE:

Algonot15

  

 

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

 
LONGBOAT KEY 

FOOD DRIVE
To Benefit Our Daily Bread of Bradenton

Thursday, November 9th  •  9:00 – 10:30 AM  
Christ Church of LBK Parking Lot

 6400 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key
Our Daily Bread meets the needs of hundreds of hungry, 

needy people in Manatee County by serving daily lunches 
and stocking an open food pantry.

We invite anyone from the surrounding areas to join in this effort 
to serve the needs of those hurting in our community. 

 

WHAT IS NEEDED? Cereal, Jelly, Canned Tuna, Chicken or Pasta

OTHER ITEMS IN HIGH DEMAND: 
• Pasta  • Coffee  • Toilet Paper
• Tooth Paste  • Tooth Brush
• Condiments  • Shampoo
• Diapers (Sizes 3,4,5)

CHECK DONATIONS (made payable to 
Our Daily Bread) are also appreciated.

QUESTIONS? Contact Sue Wertman at
quackbf@aol.com
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39
80

55
-1

443F John Ringl ing Blvd  |  Sarasota,  FL 34236

JEFF RHINELANDER
941-685-3590 | jef f@jef f rh inelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO
941-893-7203 | cour tney. tarant ino@flor idamoves.com

5527 PALMER CIRCLE, UNIT 206
SELLER REPRESENTED  |  $465,000

1744 FORTUNA STREET
BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $1,650,000

460 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE
BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $3,300,000

114 N. WARBLER LANE 
SELLER & BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $3,100,000
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Oct. 13
Boating citation

1:00 p.m.
Officer Connors while on marine patrol west of Jewfish 

Key observed a personal watercraft operating on plane with 
an excessive wake in a posted, “Slow Speed, Minimum Wake” 
zone. Also observed were the two occupants not wearing the 
required personal floatation device. Marine Officer Pescuma 
activated the blue lights and eventually caught up to the per-
sonal watercraft in the area to the entrance of the marina and 
the south of Sister Keys. Marine Officer Pescuma advised the 
operator the reasons for the stop and requested the operators 
license and registration paperwork. Officer Connors issued the 
operator a citation for failing to wear the required personal 
floatation device and a warning for the additional violations.

Oct. 14
Traffic

12:44 p.m.
Officer Montfort while on patrol, initiated a traffic stop on a tractor trailer in the safety 

zone in the 200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. The traffic stop and the complaint. The traffic 
stop and the complaint being one in the same person. Officer Montfort made contact with the 
operator who was actively unloading a vehicle. Officer Montfort advised the operator that he 
was in a safety zone where stopping, standing and parking were prohibited. The operator was 
issued a uniformed traffic citation and sent on his way. Case clear.

Oct. 15
Noise

12:22 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort was dispatched to an anonymous complaint of noise coming from the 6000 

block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. It was reported a generator was running in the area. The caller 
did not provide any contact information. In regard to anonymous code violations, the matter 
was not investigated. Case clear.

Abandoned 911 call
7:55 p.m.
Officer Ramsaier responded to Broadway in reference to a 911 call. Upon arrival, Officer 

Ramsaier called the phone number and met with them outside the restaurant. The person said 
she accidentally called the emergency number on her phone. Case clear.

Oct. 16
Citizen assist

3:58 p.m.
Officer Nazareno while on patrol at Bayport Drive observed a disabled vehicle parked at the 

right turn lane partially obstructing traffic. Officer Nazareno made contact with the driver and 
had him move the vehicle to the 500 block of Bayport Way which was less travelled. Officer 
Nazareno then gave the driver a courtesy ride to the gas station at 400 Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
The driver was able to start and get the vehicle back in normal running condition. Case clear.

Noise
8:09 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to Outrigger Lane for a noise complaint. Upon arrival, Officer 

Maple made contact with the individual and informed him of the complaint. The man agreed 
to keep the noise down. Case clear.

Oct. 17
Unsecure premises

9:30 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched for an abandoned 911 call 

at Bayport Way. While checking premises, located unsecured 
door leading to gym room. A search conducted of the build-
ing with negative results and no signs of forced entry. The 
building was secured and contact information left with the 
office. Case clear.

Oct. 18
Suspicious vehicle

7:36 a.m.
Officer Mathis responded to Harbourside Drive in reference to a suspicious vehicle that had 

been in the driveway of the residence running unoccupied since last night. The vehicle was a 
gray Infinity. Upon his arrival, Officer Mathis met with the occupant of Harbourside Drive 
and he explained the suspicious vehicle call and advised that in fact the Infinity was running 
in the driveway. The occupant explained that he had arrived home very late and entered his 
residence carrying items and had intentions of returning to his vehicle to turn it off but failed 
to do so. The occupant apologized for the inconvenience of the matter. Case clear.

Noise
7:00 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to Bayou Circle for a noise complaint. Upon arrival, a con-

crete truck and workers were actively engaged in construction work and causing loud construc-
tion noise two hours after work curfew in violation of Town noise ordinance. Officer Maple 
spoke to the general contractor for the residence. Work was being performed under a permit. 
The property owners were not on scene but listed on the permit paperwork. The worker was 
unaware of the noise ordinance and stopped work. A warning for violation of Town Ordinance 
sound regulations was issued. Case clear.

Oct. 19
Suspicious vehicle

3:33 a.m.
Officer Butler while on patrol at Publix, noticed a car parked in front of CVS. At the time, 

CVS was closed for business and there was no access to the building. When he turned and 
pulled behind the vehicle, it began to leave the location abruptly. Officer Butler activated his 
emergency lights and sirens and conducted a traffic stop. The operator stated he was deliver-
ing newspapers to the location. In plain view Officer Butler saw newspapers in the rear of the 
van. Case clear.
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Letters, from page 4

Editor Letters

Arrange your private tour. 941.387.1661 
or Membership@LongboatKeyClub.com.

LONGBOAT KEY CLUB
NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis
Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

See Letters, page 12

-Shorter distances will be based on this route structure. For example, Longboat Key and back 
to Lakewood Ranch as a shorter distance. 

Attention all cycling enthusiasts! The Bike MS Florida team are thrilled to extend a heartfelt 
invitation to our brand new and exhilarating “Bike MS: Suncoast Challenge” on April 20th 
2024! 

Prepare to embark on an unforgettable journey that blends picturesque coastal views, breath-
taking bridges, and an exciting start/finish venue in Lakewood Ranch Main Street that will 
leave you wanting more! Here’s what you can expect from this epic adventure:

Scenic Coastal Views: As you pedal along, you’ll be greeted with the awe-inspiring beauty 
of the Sarasota coastal landscape. Feel the gentle sea breeze on your face as you cycle through 
charming coastal towns, picturesque coastal roads including Longboat Key & Casey Key and 
experience the tranquility of the ocean’s vastness.

Bridge Crossing Scenery: Get ready to conquer some beautiful local bridges on this route! 
Experience the rush as you ride across these Floridian engineering marvels, offering you an 
unparalleled perspective of the surrounding waters and landscape. It’s not just a cycling ride; 
it’s an exploration of gorgeous waterways also.

Exciting Start/Finish Venue: To kick off this event in style, we’ve chosen an electrifying start/
finish venue on Lakewood Ranch Main Street that will fuel your excitement from the moment 
you arrive. Picture yourself surrounded by fellow cyclists, vibrant music, and a jubilant street 
party atmosphere, setting the perfect tone for an incredible adventure ahead.

It’s a challenge but should be worthwhile.  
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Septic
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman
Just confirming that we have no septic systems operating anymore on Longboat Key? I am 

at White House for Sustainability meeting. 
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Septic
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Good afternoon Commissioner Bishop, except for Jewfish Key, no other septic tanks on 

island itself.
Isaac Brownman

Public Works Director
Town of Longboat Key

Septic
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman
Thank you.
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key 

Great work
To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Executive Director Dave Tomasko
Great work. Let us know how we can help ensure this stays on track. 
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Great work
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Thanks! The town has been a steady partner with the SBEP long before I came here, and 

will be after I’m gone.
Good news indeed, and our Water Quality Protection Plan and our ongoing projects with 

LBK and others are key to making sure we don’t let this good news slip away from us.
Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Why pursue a Water Quality Protection Plan?
To: Manatee County Commissioner Kevin Van Ostenbridge
I wanted to take a moment today to keep everyone up to date and aware of recent develop-

ments, and our proposed pathway forward. First off, FDEP’s draft de-list list (covered in the 
last update) is not official until after public

First off, FDEP’s draft de-list list (covered in the last update) is not official until after public 
input, and after the FDEP secretary signs off on it.  But…we don’t anticipate too much push-
back on either of those two steps.  The basis for FDEP taking this step is that our water quality 
has improved recently, to the point that we no longer have chlorophyll-a levels (an indicator 
of the amount of algae in the water column) that exceed regulatory criteria that were set by 
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Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 11

See Letters, page 15

SBEP and then approved by both FDEP and EPA.  This graph displays the trends over time 
of chlorophyll-a in the four bay segments that are proposed for de-listing, based on FDEP’s 
analysis period of 2015 to 2022.  

It’s important to note that SBEP does not collect these data (they are collected by Manatee 
and Sarasota Counties and Mote) and we didn’t do the analysis shown here (FDEP did it by 
themselves).  But it does fit our narrative of what was happening in the bay – that reductions 
in nitrogen loads had brought about reductions in both phytoplankton (the microscopic algae 
that give the water a greenish tint and reduce water clarity) and also a reduction in the amount 
of macroalgae in the bay.  These results have led many to ask an expected question – “isn’t this 
due to the recent lack of rainfall?”.  Well, here’s the rainfall trend over those same years, also 
on an annual time step:

The red line represents the average annual rainfall in the Sarasota Bay/Lemon Bay watershed 
during the period of 1915 to 2022.  As you can see, there is no trend in rainfall that matches 
up the substantial declines in chlorophyll-a over the same eight-year period.  It’s been dry in 
2023, but the water quality data set examined by FDEP ends in 2022, and five of these most 
recent eight years had rainfall above the long-term average (also two of the last four years as 
well).

Based on these results, FDEP has proposed “de-listing” those areas (and also Hudson Bayou) 
for nutrients.  As such, there is no regulatory requirement for anybody to do anything about 
nutrients for the open waters of Sarasota Bay.  We are under no threat of an imminent TMDL 
(since we don’t have nutrient impairment determinations) and we therefore don’t need to pur-
sue a Reasonable Assurance Plan (RAP) anymore. 

Why then, with this good news, does the SBEP propose to shift our efforts from doing 
a RAP to developing a Water Quality Protection Plan (WQPP)?  Precisely because these 
improvements in water quality did not occur because of a lack of rainfall.  These widespread 
improvements in water quality are not seen across Tampa Bay, or in Lemon Bay (at all) or in 
Charlotte Harbor.  There is no news like this in the Indian River Lagoon or Biscayne Bay.  We 
believe these results happened here mostly because our local governments have already started 
to implement very expensive retrofits of wastewater treatment plants and have invested mil-
lions of dollars on large-scale stormwater retrofits.  By our estimate, the last few years have 
seen infrastructure investments of around $300 million, including Manatee County’s upgrades 
to the Southwest WWRF, Sarasota County’s upgrades to its Bee Ridge WWTP, the recently 
completed stormwater retrofit project in Hudson Bayou, and the nearly complete Bobby Jones 
Golf Course stormwater treatment project.  Add in what we believe is a substantial increase 
in awareness of our local stakeholders about how to live a more bay-friendly lifestyle, and you 
have the basis for such improvements.

So why would we want to let this slip away from us?  Why spend all that money to attain 
good water quality if you don’t take the time to maintain this good water quality?  We’ve done 
that before – we had substantial improvements in water quality in the early to mid-1990s, and 
we let it slip away from us, due to the combination of population growth, aging infrastructure, 
and the impacts of wetter weather and warmer water.

Instead, our proposed plan is to work with FDEP, our local stakeholders and our consultants 
to develop a plan that will allow us to maintain these hard-fought and expensive improvements 
in water quality, by anticipating what we need to do over the next few decades, so that the 
cleaner bay that is out there for anyone to see for themselves does not become a future memory.  
So that we don’t have to do this all over again.

We are fairly unique in Florida, as far as showing such an improvement in water quality, 
and my bet is that our 2024 seagrass maps will show multiple hundreds of acres of increased 
seagrass meadows, when the seagrass maps for 2024 are finalized (likely in 2025).  Specifically, 
if we see more than an 800 acre increase in 2024 seagrass maps, my friend owes me a 12 pack 
of Cigar City Jai Alai.  If less than 800 acres, I have to buy him the same.  

As I stated in my interview three years ago, I thought that it was possible to turn this system 
around, and our goal here at the SBEP has been to work with the TAC, CAC and Management 
and Policy Boards to help facilitate the bay’s recovery.  We are starting to see accumulating evi-
dence that this is happening.  To make sure we don’t have to do the re-re-restoration of Sarasota 
Bay in future years, we believe it is in all of our best interests to pursue the development of 
a WQPP for Sarasota Bay’s water quality, with a 30-year timeline. Please contact me at your 
convenience if you have any questions or comments.

Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Congressional information
To: Longboat Key Finance Director Susan Smith
Congressman Darren Soto reminded us today that each House member has access to 15 

community budget requests.  They vary in size from $200k to $2million. These are successful 
if they are bi-partisan.  If we are not utilizing these, we need to. 

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
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The evolution of the Marriott Corporation stretches the imagination of anyone who wit-
nessed its middle age during the early 1970’s. The Marriott 
Hot Shoppes came to life in 1927, north of downtown 
Washington DC, as a fast-food joint serving hamburgers and 
root beer. From there it added locations throughout the DC 
area. During early in the 1970’s, its location near the begin-
ning of Old Georgetown Road in Maryland was thriving 
within the inner suburb of Bethesda.

Flashing forward to today, the 12-story Marriott Downtown 
Bethesda Hotel towers over the location that its Hot Shoppes 
forbearer occupied. The 21-story Marriott Corporation HQ 
building in turn towers over the hotel. Oddly enough, the 
one-story Tastee Diner, another fixture in Bethesda during the 
1970’s, has held out against the surrounding towers. It occu-
pies a notch in the northwest corner of the Marriott campus. 
The owner refused the Marriott offer to buy the location, so 
he continues operating the diner, although it now closes at 10 
PM instead of remaining open for 24 hours a day.

How far has the Hot Shoppes concept evolved? At the penthouse level of the Marriott 
Downtown Bethesda Hotel, a showcase venue, the Hip Flask bar, overlooks the neighborhood 
of the old Hot Shoppe. A long bar dominates the center half of a narrow expanse that extends 
from one side of the building to the other. More than a dozen contemporary barstools with 
backrests face shelves holding bottles in front of a wall of windows. Cushy chairs and benches 
fill spaces behind the bar. Tables surrounded on two sides by floor to ceiling windows at one 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Hip Flask and the evolution of Marriott corporation

end of the bar, and an outdoor terrace at the other, complete the room. The atmosphere is 
moody blue and suave, evoking scenes private clubs in Manhattan.                               

Hotel guests have elevator access to Hip Flask. Other guests must circle the front desk and 
take the penthouse elevator directly to Hip Flask. This adds a speakeasy aspect to the Hip Flask 
experience.

Oh, don’t forget the food and drink. The small plate of true Maryland crabcakes on a bed 
of simple greens turned out to be excellent. Bartender Roberto made excellent cocktails, and a 
small split of sparkling wine from the Jara region of France fit the bill.  

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

A showcase venue, the Hip Flask bar, overlooks the neighborhood of the old Hot Shoppe.

4551 N Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234

(941) 355-8437

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208

(941) 748-4679
License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant 

Education. Accreditation www.ACAHM.org

Classics Integrated with
Traditional Chinese Medicine®

Are You Ready for a
Career Change?

Classics Integrated with

Acupuncture &
Chinese Medicine

Earn a Master’s Degree in

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:

info@dragonrises.edu 
(800) 606-6685

Dragon Rises College
of Oriental Medicine

TM

 www.dragonrises.edu

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents

BAY RD

HANSEN ST

BEE RIDGE
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SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

Free Removal and Set Up
  

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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N

SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 | SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00
941-922-5271                     www.SleepKing.net
1901 Hansen St • Sarasota, FL  
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off  41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents

BAY RD

HANSEN ST

BEE RIDGE

U
S41

TA
M

IA
M

I TR
A
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SLEEP 
KING

N

SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

FREE
2-HOUR

NAP!

FREE
SAME DAY
DELIVERY

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL
In Historic Cortez Village

•  Waterfront dining
•  Fresh local seafood
•  Entertainment

www.swordfi shgrillcortez.com

Happy Hour 
DAILY

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
 941.798.2035

941.260.3232

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00 

Reservati ons online at
 connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

L  ved againL  
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store
4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8

Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
369 St. Armands Circle, 2nd Floor | St. Armands Circle

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & MORE
ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Call for our September
New Client Mani/Pedi

SPECIAL 

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

     Scan For Free
Legacy Trail Guide

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD
A FIESTA FOR YOUR TASTEBUDS!

5610 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #5, LONGBOAT KEY
941.383.8033

LAVILLALONGBOATKEY  •  LAVILLAMEXFOODLBK.COM

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and 
Investors in navigating the 
dynamic real estate market



www.lbknews.com Friday, October 20, 2023  Page 15

Letters, from page 11
John Ringling Bridge Rehabilitation 
Project

To: Longboat Key Commission
Beginning in late October, the Florida Department of 

Transportation will begin a brief regular rehabilitation project 
on the John Ringling Causeway Bridge. Work will mitigate 
the effects of our aggressive coastal environment and severe 
weather along with strengthening the bridge structure. Work 
will also extend the bridge’s service life and maintain its opera-
tional reliability.

To minimize the impact to our community and enjoy-
ment of the area, the normal two lanes of traffic and the 
posted speed limit will be maintained with lane closures pre-
dominantly overnight, but day lane closures are allowed. The 
transit and bike lane will temporarily be closed for the dura-
tion so two lanes of traffic can be maintained. Marine traffic 
should be unaffected, although barges will be in the water so 
crews can work underneath the bridge.  Alternating pedes-
trian detours will be needed when deck sealing is performed.  
Residents near the bridge can expect noise from equipment as 
well as lights during overnight hours. Attached is the project 
factsheet so you can share with residents or other interested 
parties. As ever, I am here to support you.

Barbara Catlin
Community Outreach Manager
Florida Department of Transportation

FDOT Draft Tentative Work Program 
FY 2025 – 2029

To: Metropolitan Planning Organization Members
The MPO has received the FDOT Draft Tentative Work 

Program for Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 – 2029. This also includes 
a summary of changes for each county that outlines any addi-
tions, deferments, or deletions from the work program.

FDOT’s online Public Hearing will take place October 16th 
- October 20th, with the in-person meeting on Wednesday, 
October 18th, from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon at both the 
SWAO Office and District One Headquarters.

The MPO will provide a report on the draft tentative work 
program at November’s committees and board meeting. This 
will include an overview of changes to major projects as well 
as video outlining the work program process provided the 
department.

Additionally, we are expecting to see several TIP amend-
ments to address funding changes to projects in the current 
year (FY24); this information will also be included in the 
November meetings.

As always please reach out to Ryan or David Hutchinson 
with any questions you may have regarding the work program 
or any other MPO related business.

Ryan Brown
Planning Manager
Sarasota/Manatee MPO

John Ringling Bridge
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Beginning in late October, the Florida Department of 

Transportation will begin a brief regular rehabilitation project 
on the John Ringling Causeway Bridge. Work will mitigate 
the effects of our aggressive coastal environment and severe 
weather along with strengthening the bridge structure. Work 
will also extend the bridge’s service life and maintain its opera-
tional reliability.

To minimize the impact to our community and enjoy-
ment of the area, the normal two lanes of traffic and the 
posted speed limit will be maintained with lane closures pre-
dominantly overnight, but day lane closures are allowed. The 
transit and bike lane will temporarily be closed for the dura-
tion so two lanes of traffic can be maintained. Marine traffic 
should be unaffected, although barges will be in the water so 
crews can work underneath the bridge.  Alternating pedes-
trian detours will be needed when deck sealing is performed.  
Residents near the bridge can expect noise from equipment as 
well as lights during overnight hours. Attached is the project 
factsheet so you can share with residents or other interested 
parties. As ever, I am here to support you.

Barbara Catlin
Community Outreach Manager
Florida Department of Transportation

John Ringling Bridge
To: Florida Department of Transportation Community 

Outreach Manager Barbara Catlin
Is your “winter” completion date more like December or 

March?  This makes a big difference to us on the islands, as 
our busy season runs from Christmas to late April.  Thanks.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key
 

OHCD Success Stories Slides
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
At the October 18 Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 

(AHAC) meeting, Cindy Emshoff presented 16 slides illus-
trating how Federal, State, County and City funds have been 
deployed to improve homes, lives and community infrastruc-
ture in our area.

The images tell a powerful story which I believe needs to 
be widely shared. It’s one thing to learn how much money 
Sarasota was awarded in various grants, but it is more impact-
ful to see before-and-after photos with captions stating the 
number of homes that were similarly transformed, who is 
eligible for this assistance, and how to learn more.

Can a version of these slides be made available on the City’s 
website, and the media alerted to it? Thanks.

Debbie Trice
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota
 

Commendation for Exceptional 
Service: Sergeant Travis Forrister and 
Team during Rocktoberfest

To: Christine Baer

Editor Letters
On behalf of the Mayor and City Commissioners, the Chief 

and the SPD leadership team, thank you so much for your 
email recognizing the outstanding service of Sergeant Forrister 
and his team on the event. As you so aptly stated, safety plus 
enjoyment of the event is a critical priority of the City and 
the SPD team, not only for this event, but day in day out as 
they provided high quality similar service to our city. Again, 
thank you for taking the time to share this recognition. I am 
sure Sgt. Forrister and his team will humbly accept. Be safe 
and all the best.

Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Bobby Jones
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
I hope your day is going well.  Please see the below email 

from Mr. Bartys on Tuesday, October 17.  Mr. Bartys sent me 
an email with several questions pertaining to the Bobby Jones 
Golf Club fee schedule.  Mr. Bartys copied Commissioner 
Alpert on the email. 

I emailed Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Sparrow to assist with the 
questions from Mr. Bartys.  Mr. Rhodes provided responses to 
the questions from Mr. Bartys.  Commissioner Alpert was not 
copied on the responses.

Jerry Fogle
Director Parks and Recreation
City of Sarasota

KeyCrossword
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REAL ESTATE BY A REAL EXPERT 
NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

SANDS POINT  •  100 SANDS POINT RD., #211  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,595,000
2BR/2BA  •  Within the gates of the Longboat Key Club  •  Gulf views

  L’ AMBIANCE  •  435 L’AMBIANCE DR., #K905  •  LONGBOAT KEY• $3,995,000
Over 2,800 SF  •  2 Parking spaces •   Gulf, bay & golf course views

QUEENS HARBOUR  • 3590 FAIR OAKS LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, • $2,695,000
New Roof  •  Waterfront • 4BR/3.5BA  • Private guest suite • Quick access to open water

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE

LIDO SHORES • 1130 CENTER PLACE • SARASOTA, FL • $2,290,000
SITUATED IN THE ICONIC SARASOTA SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE ENCLAVE  •  13,000 SQ. FT. +/- Lot  

SCAN FOR MORE

VILLA DI LANCIA  •  2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #211 •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $2,095,000
3BR/3BA  •  Walkdown to beach  •  Gulf views

PLAYERS CLUB  •  1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #402  •  LONGBOAT KEY •  $849,000
2BR/2BA  •  Gulf views •  Located next to new St. Regis 

SCAN FOR MORE

THE HARBOR  •  511 HARBOR GATE WAY  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $3,995,000
3BR/3.5BA  •  Waterfront with private dock  •  4+-Car garage

SCAN FOR MORE

SEAPLACE  •  1955 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #G6-402  •  LONGBOAT KEY •  $695,000
2BR/1BA  •  Completely Updated  •  Gulf front Community

SCAN FOR MORE

GRAND BAY V  •  3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #532  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
   2BR/2BA  • $849,000

 Views of the golf course, and Sarasota Bay

GRAND BAY I  •  3060 GRAND BAY BLVD., #153  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR+DEN/3.5BA  •  2,550 SF  • $1,999,500
 Full floor residence with direct Bay views

SCAN FOR MORE SCAN FOR MORE

GRAND BAY III  •  3030 GRAND BAY BLVD., #316  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
   3BR/3BA  • 2,925 SF  •  $2,395,000

Sweeping bay, golf & city  views from this updated residence

THREE GRAND BAY LUXURY WATERFRONT RESIDENCES  •  BEHIND THE GATES OF BAY ISLES, LONGBOAT KEY

Bruce@BruceMyer.com  •  www.BruceMyer.com
941.376.5311

 Bruce MyerREALTOR ®

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250
 LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

 OVER $98 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD 2023

OVER $97 MILLION SOLD IN 2022  •  OVER $134 MILLION SOLD IN 2021

:  LONGBOAT KEY FOR SALE

Pending Sale
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