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Amerigroup Is
now Wellpoint.

New name. Same
commitment to you.

Have questions or need help?

Call us at 877-453-4080 (TTY 711), Monday through Friday
from 2 a.m. to 5 p.m. These calls are free. More information
about Wellpoint (choosewellpoint.com/nj).
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A Word from the Editor

Celebrating 31 years of providing quality
news to our readers

Dear Readers of the nation’s premier faith-based and profes-
sional newspaper for winners, Anointed News Journal (ANJ).
[ am taking this time personally to thank each and every in-
dividual that has read the Anointed News Journal. I hope you
have been inspired by the many positive people interest sto-
ries, and stories that have uplifted and empowered our com-
munities.

I am also taking this time to thank our many advertisers that
saw the value in utilizing ANJ to accomplish your marketing
goals for your companies and/or purpose. ANJ remains the
VOICE of Camden city and the SOURCE for connecting
people together. If you are in business and need to advertise,
we can help. Based in Camden, NJ, the Anointed News Jour-
nal has distribution locally in CAMDEN, BURLINGTON,
GLOUCESTER, SALEM, CUMBERLAND, DELAWARE,
NEW CASTLE, KENT, and PHILADELPHIA COUNTIES.
Since 1995 ANJ has provided stories and distribution to 28
states across the country and 11 nations around the world.

Getting your message in front of more than 180,000 readers
weekly in print and much more via the world-wide web is a
great way to reach the market you are looking for.

[ am also thanking those individuals that have given re-
sources to support our mission of publishing positive press.
Your contributions are paramount and my heart continues to
be filled with joy from the smallest contribution to the
largest, every time I receive a contribution I cannot hold my
smile in. I am forever grateful. For those that have been read-
ing ANJ for many years and have never given a contribution,
now 1s a great time to do so.

ANI 1s a free publication that is supported by its advertisers.
We offer cost effective advertising giving advertisers the op-
portunity to get quality exposure at a comfortable price point.
We offer RISK-FREE Advertising, which simply means if
you are not satisfied, you will receive a complementary ad
in an upcoming edition.

About Anointed News Journal

In May 1994 the CEO/Editor-in-Chief, Chris Collins re-
ceived a vision from the Creator to write a business plan to
seek funding for a grass-roots newspaper. For eight months
and through Divine intervention, the business plan was
rewritten for the ministry of the Anointed News Joumnal. The
Holy Scripture given divinely to Collins was Habakkuk 2:2
(Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may
run that readeth it. For the vision 1s yet for an appointed time,
but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait
for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry). As a re-
sult and with prayer and seeking God’s direction, the name
“Anointed” was given.
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Knowing that English was not his favorite subject while at-
tending school, and that his career goal had nothing to do
with journalism, Collins completely trusted in the Creator
while developing this business.

The name “Anointed” comes from the hands that God has
anointed to master this work and profession. Collins left a
career in law enforcement to pursue the vision he received
from the Creator.

Using his hands cutting and pasting stories and artwork 1s
how it all began. Typing, proofreading, and making sure
things were camera-ready before the layout was the process
before technology was included.

Today, 31 years later, ANJ is recognized as a leader in the
newspaper industry. ANJ was awarded Best100 Small Busi-
nesses consecutively since 2017. In 2021 Chris Collins was
recognized by CIO Magazine as a Top 30 Innovators of the
Year.

Although it may seem as if newspapers are becoming obso-
lete, ANJ continues to thrive. As the daily press struggles due
to increase rates that have simply priced them out of the mar-
ket. Weekly newspapers continue to make their mark serving
the community and its advertisers. Although many have em-
braced the digital divide, people still want their physical
newspapers. Because of the types of “Peoples Interest Sto-
ries” found in ANJ, most readers save their copies for years.
Although mainstream media focus on negative press, ANJ
has built its legacy on positive stories. “We have written a
lot of stories in the past 30 years, and in 30 years we still have
not run out of great stories to write about the great people of
Camden and surrounding areas,” said Collins. “As we look
at the rise of Camden, NI and the great positive image it has
today, I believe we helped to increase that image by sharing
the positive stories Camden has to offer, and we’ve been
doing that for 30 years now,” said Collins.

My Ask!

This is what [ am asking from you today. | am asking every
reader of ANJ, those of you who believe in positive press and
grass-roots press to make a financial contribution to support
our mission. Many have been reading ANJ for 30 years and
have never made a contribution but would like to. Now is
the perfect time as we have entered into our 31st season. For
those who are unable to financially contribute, we are thank-
ful for your continued prayers.

The Holy Scriptures in Matthew 7:7-8 (KJV) states, “Ask,
and 1t shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh re-
ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth: and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened.”

Luke 6:38 (KJV) states, “Give, and it shall be given unto you;
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and run-
ning over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the
same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you
again.”

['m believing in the POWER of God. I'm believing in the
POWER of God’s People coming together. Yes, I'm believ-
ing in YOU.

1 John 5:14-15 (KJV) states, “And this is the confidence that
we have in Him, that if we ask any thing according to His
will, He heareth us: And if we know that He heareth us, what-
soever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of Him.”

Please make all contributions payable to: Anointed News
Journal, P.O. Box 309, Camden, NJ 08101. You can also
visit: www.anointedonline.net click on Donation button.
You can also Cash App to SANJEDITOR.

May God continue to bless you! May God continue to bless
this world! May god continue to bless ANJ!

Yours truly,
Chris Collins, CEO/Editor-in-Chief
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Call to Salvation

Have you received your salvation? If not just say, “Fa-
ther, forgive me of my sins. I believe that Jesus Christ died
on the cross for my sins and that He arose again from the
grave.” If you believe this prayer, yvou are now saved by
God's grace. I encourage you fo get info a Bible teaching

church fo learn more about our wonderful Savior Jesus
Christ.

Note: Opinions by columnists do not reflect
those of the editor or staff. Feel free to respond.
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We are passionate about our mission to do more and to do better
through innovative value creation. No matter where we come from,
we're here to put our efforts toward building a smarter, more
sustainable world.
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A Legacy Born Right Here:
Camden’s 68th Puerto Rican

Day Parade

By Melissa Morales

Camden, NJ — On Sunday, June 29th, Camden’s streets

transformed into a vibrant tapestry of culture, music, and un-
shakable pride. The 68th Annual Puerto Rican Day Parade,
organized by Parada San Juan Bautista, was more than just a
community event, it was a dynamic celebration of identity,
resilience, and unity that echoed through every corner of the
City.

From early morning, anticipation filled the air. At Third and
Elm, the official starting point, the hum of excitement buzzed
as decorated floats lined up, flags fluttered energetically, and
speakers pumped out traditional Puerto Rican rhythms;
bomba, plena, salsa setting the tone for a day steeped in his-
tory and heart. Families arrived with multigenerational pride,
many wearing the Puerto Rican Flag somewhere on them and
waving them proudly.

The parade was a moving story of Camden’s cultural rich-
ness. Colorful floats, rolled by slowly: honoring Puerto Rican
history and culture. Jeep and motorcycle clubs roared down
the streets, their polished vehicles gleaming in the summer
sun, adding a contemporary flair to the traditional spectacle.
Youth dance groups dazzled with precise choreography and
radiant smiles, while marching bands filled the air with pow-
erful, soulful music. The fusion of old and new was unmis-
takable, embodying the spirit of a community proud of its
roots yet eagerly embracing the moment.

The parade route stretched from Third Street, flowing down
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, and concluded near
the scenic Camden Waterfront on Riverside Drive. Along this
path, the city came alive with residents as they loudly
cheered. Creating a rhythmic heartbeat to the festivities.
Every flag waved, every drumbeat echoed a shared message:
Puerto Rican culture is not just alive — it is flourishing, vi-
brant, and essential to Camden’s identity.

The day’s soaring temperatures didn’t deter the energy; if
anything, it intensified the spirit of solidarity. Local business
Mancine’s made a traditional contribution by sponsoring and
distributing cold bottled water to parade participants, a
thoughtful and necessary gesture that showcased the com-
mitment to care and support. Volunteers, organizers, and local
officials worked 1n tandem to ensure the event ran smoothly.
A reminder that this parade is a collective achievement built
on collaboration and love.

Once the procession arrived at the waterfront, the festivities
shifted gears but maintained their vibrant momentum. Wig-
gins Waterfront Park transformed into a bustling festival
ground, alive with the sights, sounds, and tastes of Puerto
Rico. Food vendors lined the park, offering beloved tradi-
tional dishes — tender pernil, crispy pastelillos, savory arroz
con gandules — filling the air with irresistible aromas that
invited everyone to partake in the culinary heritage. Children
laughed and played, elders watched and smiled, and the
music kept the crowd moving.

Grammy-nominated singer Brenda K. Starr lit up the stage
with a performance that was both powerful and personal,
blending her classic hits with fresh energy that captured the
spirit of the parade. But it wasn’t just her voice that moved
the crowd—it was her presence. In the middle of her per-
formance, Brenda stepped off the stage and into the crowd,
microphone in hand, never missing a beat. She sang directly
to the people, reaching out to hold hands, hug fans, and dance
alongside them. The audience erupted with joy, showering
her with love, gratitude, and pride. For a moment, there was
no barrier between artist and audience—just one united cel-
ebration of culture, music, and Puerto Rican pride.

What made this year’s celebration especially meaningful was
the remarkable presence of people from many different back-
grounds who came out to celebrate alongside the Puerto
Rican community. This multicultural embrace highlighted
Camden’s spirit of inclusion, where diversity strengthens
rather than divides.
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The parade and festival marked the culmination of six weeks
of cultural programming spearheaded by Parada San Juan
Bautista. These events were thoughtfully designed to honor
the full spectrum of Puerto Rican identity. From the solem-
nity of the flag-raising ceremony and the dignity of the dis-
tinguished citizens luncheon, to the joy and promise
embodied in the Little Miss Reina coronation, and the deep
cultural connection fostered through the commemorative
mass and scholarship mitiatives. Each gathering was a build-
ing block in preserving heritage and empowering the next
generation.

To be Puerto Rican then and now, 1s to carry a spirit forged
by history, strength, and love. It means holding fast to a
legacy shaped by resilience in the face of adversity, by joy
in the midst of struggle, and by a steadfast commitment to
family and community. The 68th parade was a living testa-
ment to these values, a collective affirmation that Puerto
Rican identity thrives through every generation, in every city,
and in every heart that beats with pride.
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Generations stood together, united in honoring their roots,
celebrating their present, and shaping their future. Today,
Camden demonstrated the power of community, a commu-
nity that understands what 1t means to love where you come
from and to boldly invest in where you're going.

Camden didn’t just host a parade.
It honored a legacy — and kept it alive.

A Legacy That Began Right Here

Camden holds a unique place in history as the home of the
first Puerto Rican Day Parade in the United States. Long be-
fore larger cities followed suit, Camden’s Puerto Rican com-
munity boldly stepped forward to create a space to honor
their culture, affirm their 1dentity, and build unity. Nearly
seven decades later, Camden continues to lead, not only
through celebration but by preserving and elevating the spirit,
strength, and resilience of Puerto Rican heritage.

——
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SJBP COMMITTEE MEMBERS
wiTH BRENDA K. STARR
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68TH SAN JUAN BAUTISTA PARADA (PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE)
& POST PARADE CONCERT
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CAMcare Health Corporation Hosts
Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill and
Congressman Donald Norcross for
Discussion on Medicaid and
Community Health Needs

By Andy Machin

Camden, NJ — CAMcare Health Corporation wel-

comed Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill and Congressman
Donald Norcross this past Thursday for a visit focused on as-
sessing patient needs and the potential consequences of pro-
posed Medicaid funding cuts. The visit came at a critical
moment as community health centers across the country
brace for legislative decisions that could significantly alter
their ability to provide care to vulnerable populations.

As a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC), CAMcare
plays an essential role in delivering primary and preventive
healthcare to underserved communities throughout Camden
and the surrounding areas. The visit by the congressional del-
egation underscored the increasing concern among healthcare
advocates and elected officials about how budgetary deci-
sions at the federal level could impact access to care on the
ground.

During their time at the facility, Congresswoman Sherrill and
Congressman Norcross toured the pediatric and primary care
departments, meeting with key clinical and administrative
staff, including Yaritza Santana, M.D., Chair of the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics (CAMcare), Duane D. Myers, President
and CEO (CAMcare)and Jim Cucinotta, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Business Development and Operations (CAMcare).
The visit also included a conversation with longtime CAM-
care patient Michele J. Ingram, who shared her experiences
navigating the healthcare system and how organizations like
CAMcare have supported her health needs over time.

The lawmakers sought to gain a deeper understanding of how
potential cuts to Medicaid would affect both providers and
patients. Medicaid remains the largest source of healthcare
coverage for low-income Americans, and any reductions in
funding could have widespread repercussions, particularly in
communities already facing barriers to care, such as trans-
portation challenges, food insecurity, and chronic disease
burdens.

Throughout the visit, the congressional delegation, which in-
cluded numerous elected officials, including Mayor of Cam-
den Victor Carstarphen, engaged in discussions on how
CAMcare and similar institutions function not only as med-
ical providers but also as stabilizing forces in the community.
These health centers often serve as trusted resources for ed-
ucation, prevention, behavioral health, and maternal-child
health services.

Reductions in Medicaid funding would not only decrease ac-
cess to basic care but would also threaten the viability of sup-
port programs that address broader social determinants of
health.

Congresswoman Sherrill emphasized the critical nature of
maintaining robust funding for Medicaid and reiterated her
stance against proposed legislation that could jeopardize the
future of community-based care. Her interest in speaking di-
rectly with both frontline providers and patients reflected a
commitment to ensuring that policy decisions are informed
by the lived realities of those most affected.

Congressman Norcross highlighted the broader implications
of the proposed funding cuts, noting the significant number
of patients who rely on Medicaid coverage for essential serv-
ices. He emphasized that such cuts could strain the healthcare
system overall by increasing emergency room visits, delay-
ing care for chronic conditions, and reducing long-term
health outcomes for the region’s most at-risk populations.

CAMcare Health Corporation expressed gratitude for the
visit and the opportunity to showcase the impact of their
work. The organization continues to advocate for sustained
investment in community health infrastructure and calls on
policymakers to protect Medicaid funding to ensure contin-
ued access to comprehensive, quality care for all.

As the debate over healthcare funding continues in Washing-
ton, visits like these provide an important opportunity for leg-
islators to witness firsthand the crucial role community health
centers play in the lives of millions of Americans.
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L-R; CAMcare PRESIDENT & CEO DUANE MYERS, REP. MIKIE SHERRILL,
REP. DON NORCROSS, AND CAMDEN MAYOR VIC CARSTARPHEN

CAMcare’s JIM CUCINOTTA, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF BUS!NESS DEVELOPMEHT AND OPERA-
TIONS, TALK ABOUT CONCERNS WITH CUTS IN MEDICARE. REP. SHERRILL (L), CEO DUANE MYERS,
CAMDEN COUNCIL MEMBERS COLLINS & SORIA-PEREZ, REP. NORCROSS AND ASSEMBLYMAN

CODY MILLER STAND BY.

CONGRESSWOMAN SHERRILL & CONGRESSMAN
NORCROSS WITH DR. YARITZA SANTANA, DIREC-
TOR OF PEDIATRICS (BORN & RAISED IN
CAMDEN,NJ)

CONGRESSWOMAN SHERRILL SPEAKS WITH
CAMcare PATIENT MICHELE J. INGRAM




ANOINTED NEWS JOURNAL

JULY 6-19, 2025 PAGE 9

\%_____

UAMcare

HEALTH CORPORATION

SKRTE JHM

ROLL THROUGH THE RGES

; HUNDRIHG WHERE WE‘VE BEEN EELEBRFITING WHERE WE" RE GOING

"“|_|j
WEDNE'.':;DHY HUGUST 'B 2025

1 4PM-TPM

FUN FOR ALL RGES! HLJ. ARE WELCOME!
FDLLDW Us EI"F‘EH-JE
ONIGFOR  Z&3T
WEEKLY  ibonia
UPDRTES!  M&iicd

NATIONAL HERLTH CENTER WEEK 2025

AMERICR'S HERLTH CENTERS: CELEBRRTING PRST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE




ANOINTED NEWS JOURNAL JULY 6-19, 2025 PAGE 10

Welcome to  You Are Our Top Priority
Bell Pharmacy Contact Information

For questions related to our products and
services, please don't hesitate to contact us for
Welcome to Bell Pharmacy, the best assistance.

products and needs. We strive to Carnden: New lersey 68103 Pharmacy Since 1931
provide our customers with the highest
Phone: 856-963-4742

Fax: BE&-541-85E80

lace to get all of your pharmaceutical » - - -
P 9 your p AT M A S Camden’s Original Neighborhood

quality products and services, at the
best price. We are here to make your

pharmacy experience as convenient Email:
as possible. If you ever need assistance, info@Lelphannacycamaen.com
feel free to contact us at

R56-963-4742. Looking for a better place to
fill your prescriptions?
Bell Pharmacy has served as
Camden's original
neighborhood pharmacy
ERERCER Where Innovation

Transfer your prescriptions today!

Meets Tradition

Bell Rexall Pharmécy

: T G,
Voted Favorite Pharmacy o 3 . @

k

dhr Phabadcphis g

S : Call Us Today:

¥ : Scan the QR code Q 3 5 ---j ,,-a 7AD
Our pharmacy is at your to become a new patient : riams S e
service. Feel free to browse our | info(@ bellphar mar:ycamden.mr‘n
website to learn more about our products. e . .
: : roudly serving patients
www.bellpharmacycamden.com

www.bellpharmacvcamden.com
in Pennsvivania & New Jersey

Workers Compensation Your Long Term Care

CleaI‘COSt Pharmacy at Home Solution

At Bell Pharmacy

A new approach to the prescriptions you need., At Bell Phﬂl’l‘l‘lﬂq, our Are you a visiting nurse or taking care of a
. . ® - 9
mission is to free up your frlend or loved one u_t home? Bell Phurmm‘;}r .
: z . oy is here to help! We will handle all your patient’s
Our direct to patient model provides valuvable time so you can i . ¢
transparent, low-cost medication without the trate ot b bt t B L S o el R L B, ol B L o
concen on recovery. patient's care. We offer home delivery,

need for insurance. 5i holesal
gy ey auc e Here's how we make a custom "bubble packing" of medication, and

cost for your medication, plus a smaill fixed fee. 5 i .
dlﬁ&l‘ﬂﬂ:&: ot home vaccination services. Bell Pharmacy

is a certified Long Term Care at Home Pharmacy
We offer 3 different ClearCost Plans tailored to you. serving New Jersey & Pennsylvania patients.
Our Effortless Authorization:

We handle all pre-certifications, working Call us to transfer your prescriptions today!
dosely with attorneys and insurance
» Cost aof Preacription + Members pay 53 » Cost of Prescription

+$10 for up to @ for vp 10w 20-day S P rinta companies to expedite prescription

30-day supply 90-day supply
Additional $5 fee supply and §8for | o LISPS shipping approvals.

for prescriplions up an up ta ¥0-dey vvery 30-days :
to P0-doys +  Free USPS every »  No quarterly - . - - :
. Free USPS delivery 30-darys membership fee Direct-to-Patient Medication Delivery:

an prescriptions

every 90 days . ”“IT":"‘: We ship medications directly, with zero
_ i upfront costs. Even in the event of a claim

denial, we ensure patients receive their Marian K. Morton, RPh
medications. President, CFO

For more information, please contact us!

National Reach, Local Care:
Bell Pharmacy provides delivery in 35 | . s
states, incduding PA, NJ, NY, & DE. We also Anthony V. Minniti, RPh

provide express delivery on medications Vice President, Pharmacist in Charge
selected from the formulary we've

developed.

Controlled Substances Made Easy: Allen R. Mﬂnﬂn; RPh

We handle controlled substances Executive Director in Charge of Long

responsibly, ensuring secure delivery Term Care at Home and Remote
with the required patient's signature, Fulfillment Services
giving you peace of mind.
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MISS/MRS/TEEN & .50
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WORLDWIDE

Produced by Pharmacist

Mrs. Nittalsingh Lodha
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NEW JE

L
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Prisha Patel Dr. Shilpa Ramadupu Mamta Parikh
Miss Teen India Rew Jersey Mrs. indin New Jersey Miss India New Jersey
2024 2024 2024

Sunday, | 4:00 PM ONWARDS
November 16, 2025

INDIAN CULTURAL CENTER OF SOUTH JERSEY
820 NJ-73, Evesham, NJ 08053

s Mra singl | ocho, She groced the
Connes red carpet and holds titles like
Mrs. India UAE 2025, Shakti = The

Power Award recipient, Best Hair (Mrs.
Indio USA 2024)., and Most Inspiring
Womnen [Mrs. India NJ 20243).

Woodbury Family PRarmacy (siree2010)
Compounding Pharmacy, Anti-aging
functionalmedicine, WeightLose, Hair

Less, Hormoane Nutritlon ansultation
and iImmunization

VR Exotics Rental
Exotic wheals, ¢lita feels
only at VR

4 : -,
IO o -

Chairman

Mrs. Nittalsingh Lodha

RPH./FAARFM{ABAAHP, Pharmacy Owner
(s

© +1 702-2945

Star Host
Shweta Vasudeva

Mrs. Sonal Gadhavi
© +1 (732) 986-7251

HONORARY GUEST

: — .
Mallika Sherawat "V remsnprest Kaur

REGISTER

\ NOW

AN Now Introducing New categories!
MR INDIA NEW JERSEY | [ITTLE PRINCESS MISS INDIA
LITTLE PRINCE MR INDIA , MRS AMBASSADOR NEW JERSEY ( seniors age 65 plus )
MR. & MRS INDIA NEW JERSEY
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Supply Checklist:

« New Backpack
« Spiral notebook
« Notebook paper

Launching June 16

Every new backpack filled with
supplies helps in-need

students succeed in school. . Binder
Because of you, they will be - Eralser
able to focus on their studies, AL er.
: « Folders, 2-pocket
confident and ready to learn. . Scissors
How you can help: » Crayons, 24-count
Purchase a new backpack and school « Pencils

« Pencil Sharpener
« Markers, 8-count
« Highlighter

« Pens

supplies OR shop online through our online
wish list and have the supplies delivered
directly to VOADV.

Learn more at
voadv.org/operation-backpack

DOING BETTER TOGETHER -
ORGANIZE A SUPPLY DRIVE!

B INFO@VOADV.ORG

\ 856-854-4660

531 MARKET STREET
CAMDEN, NJ] 08102
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Helping You Live Your
Best Lite Every Day

PRIMARY CARE AT HOME
PALLIATIVE MEDICINE
HOSPICE CARE
GRIEF SUPPORT

Samaritan is your not-for-profit, locally-based provider
of life-enhancing care. Proudly serving the
South Jersey community since 1980.

(800) 229-8183 SamaritanNJ.org
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AMERICAN WATER

New Jersey American Water
Invests $1.8 Million in
Riverside Infrastructure

CAMDEN, N.J. - JULY 8, 2025 — New Jersey Ameri-

can Water will replace approximately 4,660 feet of aging
water main in Riverside starting this week. The company will
upgrade the water lines, which were installed in the 1900s,
with new 8-inch ductile iron main along the following streets:

* Howard Street
* Paine Street
» Grant Street
* Weeks Avenue
* Park Avenue

The project also includes replacing fire hydrants and utility-
owned service lines along the pipeline route. Additionally,
New Jersey American Water will replace any customer-
owned service line that has been identified as lead or galva-
nized as part of a statewide initiative to remove all lead and
galvanized service lines by 2031.

This $1.8 million investment will continue to advance water
service reliability and increase water flows for household
consumption and fire protection in this community. This im-
provement is part of New Jersey American Water’s multimil-
lion-dollar initiative to accelerate the renewal of water
infrastructure that has reached the end of its useful life in
more than 100 communities across the state.

New Jersey American Water’s local, qualified contractor, Pi-
oneer Pipe Contractors, Inc., will begin work this week and
expects to be completed by the end of July. Work hours will
be from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Work out-
side of these hours is not expected unless required to main-
tain project schedule. Final street restorations will take place
by the end of 2025.

Project timelines are subject to change due to a variety of
factors including weather and availability of supplies. New
Jersey American Water encourages customers to take a few
moments to update their contact information and preferences
in their MyWater account. Customers must opt-in for general
alerts to receive local main replacement and other non-emer-
gency notifications via phone call, text or email. Individuals
who are not New Jersey American Water account holders but
would like to receive alerts and notifications from the com-
pany can also sign up by visiting awcodered.com or by tex-
ting WATER to 99411.

For the public’s and workers’ safety, traffic restrictions and/or
alternating traffic patterns are likely to occur during work
hours. All emergency vehicles and local traffic will be al-
lowed access during construction. New Jersey American
Water values the safety of its workers and advises drivers and
pedestrians to take caution in the vicinity of work sites.

About New Jersey American Water

New Jersey American Water, a subsidiary of American Water
(NYSE: AWK), is the largest regulated water utility in the
state, providing safe, clean, reliable and affordable water and
wastewater services to approximately 2.9 million people. For
more information, visit www.newjerseyamwater.com and
follow New Jersey American Water on LinkedIn, Facebook,
X, and Instagram.
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25th Annual SOUTH JERSEY
CARIBBEAN FESTIVAL
Returned to the Camden
Waterfiront in July 2025!

CAMDEN, NJ - The South Jersey Caribbean Cultural

and Development Organization (SJCCDO) proudly pre-
sented the 25th Annual South Jersey Caribbean Festival on
Saturday, July 12, 2025, from 2:00 PM to 8:00 PM at Wig-
gins Park on the Camden Waterfront. This FREE community
event brought the vibrant spirit of the Caribbean to South Jer-
sey, featuring an exciting lineup of Caribbean music, dance
performances, traditional cuisine, arts and crafts, and fam-
ily-friendly activities.

Attendees enjoyed a taste of the Caribbean, with delicious
dishes like Jerk Chicken, Roti, Curry Shrimp, Empanadas,
and more. The festival also featured the Philadelphia Pan
Stars steel pan orchestra, reggae and Latin bands, indigenous
folklore dance, and high-energy performances from top
Caribbean artists. Our featured entertainer was Trinidad and
Tobago Soca star, Nailah Blackman.

This milestone 25th anniversary celebration showcased daz-
zling cultural presentations, including stilt walkers, carnival
costumes, African drumming, and interactive kids' activities.
Community organizations were also on-site to provide health
resources, cultural exhibits, and giveaways.

"For 25 years, the South Jersey Caribbean Festival has been
a beloved tradition, uniting cultures and celebrating the rich
heritage of the Caribbean," said Kylla Herbert, South Jersey
Caribbean Festival Organizer. She also said, "We invited
everyone to join us on the Camden Waterfront as we continue
the legacy of my father and founder Nkem Tshombe. This
was another unforgettable day of Caribbean music, dance,
food, and fun on the Camden NJ Waterfront."

The South Jersey Caribbean Cultural and Development Or-
ganization is a 501c¢3 non-profit hosts the South Jersey
Caribbean Festival is made possible solely through support
from sponsors, community partners, and the dedicated vol-
unteers. To learn more, get involved, or become a sponsor,
contact Kylla Herbert at (856) 580-0178 or kylla(@s)-
caribbean.org.

Another Reason for A

Camden Celebration
By Michael Thomas Leibrandt

Attending the Annual Caribbean Festival of South Jersey at
Wiggins Park -on the Waterfront—is an annual treat. It’s an
incredible gathering of food, dance, and Caribbean Culture
that is worth seeing at least once. The year 2025 was the 25th
celebration of the Festival on the Camden Waterfront—and
Philadelphia and Camden have something besides the annual
gathering to celebrate,

Last week—the 76ers made history by drafting Guard V]
Edgecolme from Baylor. Edgecolme’s family is from the Ba-
hamas—making him only the tenth player to be drafted into
the NBA including Deandre Ayton, Buddy Hield, Rick Fox,
Eric Gordon, Mychal Thompson, Dexter Cambridge, lan
Lockhart, Tyrone Thomas, and Mychel Thompson. For the
Philadelphia 76ers—who have previously been known to
draft NBA prospects who did not want to join the franchise
—Edgecolme’s family’s humble reaction—breaking down
with emotion in gratitude for the opportunity to for VI to join
Philadelphia was quite refreshing.

Founded in 2001 by Nkem Tshombe—The South Jersey
Caribbean Cultural and Development Organization, Inc
(SJICCDO) showcases programs such as the Annual
Caribbean Festival of South Jersey. Caribbean culture has a
long history in the City of Philadelphia—dating back as far
as the 18th century. Philadelphia even offered refuge for
those affected by the Haitian Revolution in 1791,

Michael Thomas Leibrandt lives and works in Abington
Township, PA.
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Camden Schools Foundation to Host
20th Annual Golf Tournament

Fundraiser to Support Scholarships
for Camden Graduates

Camden, NJ — The Camden Schools Foundation
(CSF) - will host its 20th Annual Golf Tournament
Fundraiser on September 10, 2025 at the
Pennsauken Country Club, 3800 Haddonfield Road.
Registration begins at 11:00 am, lunch starts at
11:30 am, and shotgun begins at 1:00 pm. This
fundraiser will generate the necessary funds to im-
plement the 2025-2026 Foundation’s initiatives
which include college scholarships, supporting the
STEM Labs in middle schools and elementary or-
chestra music training programes.

Over the past 20 years, the Foundation has awarded
more than $2.1 million dollars in grants and schol-
arships to Camden City students to continue with
their higher education. Since the Foundation’s in-
ception in 2005, the annual golf tournament
fundraiser has raised over $1,500,000 benefiting
over 700 academically talented students entering
college.

With the support of our Sponsors and Grant funders,
these grants and other charitable donations have
served as the primary source of funding for pro-
grams and scholarships supporting Camden City
students.

To help achieve the Foundation’s mission of sup-
porting the youth in Camden, we seek partnership
with organizations committed to serving the com-
munity. Your contribution can make a significant
impact on the lives of these ambitious students,
helping them overcome financial barriers and
achieve their academic and career aspirations. By
offering your sponsorship, you're not just providing
financial assistance but also sending a powerful
message of belief and encouragement to these
young minds. No donation 1s too small. Your sup-
port can be a stepping stone towards a brighter fu-
ture for these students and the community as a
whole. For more information about CSF, sponsor-
ship opportunities, and upcoming events, please
visit and register your support today:
https://www.camdenschoolsfoundation.net/registra-
tion

The Camden Schools Foundation is committed to
supporting the outstanding graduates of the Camden
City Schools. Supporting students to continue their
education 1s the core mission of the Foundation. We
would appreciate your support and involvement in
the golf event!
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COMMUNITY IMPACT

2024 CAMDEN INVESTMENT REPORT AMERIC AI*;J; \s“\fA’l‘;E'R

American Water released its 2024 Camden Community Investment Report, reaffirming its commitment to
being a responsible and impactful corporate citizen in the Camden community. American Water,

New Jersey American Water, and the American Water Charitable Foundation have collectively awarded
over $8 million in charitable contributions to the Camden community since 2018.

COMMITTED TO CAMDEN

OVER $8M IN CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO
SUPPORT CAMDEN EFFORTS SINCE 2018.

2024 REPORT HIGHLIGHTS

+ Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Safe Drinking Water Act
- New Jersey American Water's signature community event, WaterFest!

+ A partnership between the American Water Charitable Foundation and
the Malcom Jenkins Foundation to support the 2024 Get Ready Fest®

We invite you to explore the Camden Community Investment Report,
available in English and Spanish. Scan the QR code for the full report!

“American Water is proud to continue supporting meaningful local
initiatives, projects, and programs in Camden. Since moving to Camden,
we have been intentional in building and fostering long-standing,
impactful partnerships and working collaboratively with the people and
organizations in this amazing community.”

- John Griffith, President and CEOQ, American Water
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Murphy Administration Celebrates
Report on NJHMFA’s Down
Payment Assistance and First-
Generation Homebuyer Program

State Program Serves as a National
Model, Helping Nearly 7,500 Residents
Become Homeowners 1n First Two Years

TRENTON, NJ - According to a New Jersey Housing
and Mortgage Finance Agency (NJHMFA) report submitted
to the Governor and the Legislature in accordance with
P.L.2023, ¢.78, the NJHMFA Down Payment Assistance
(DPA) and First-Generation Homebuyer Program has helped
over 7,400 lower-income individuals in the Garden State
achieve the dream of homeownership in the last two years.
Nearly half of those homebuyers were the first homeowners
in their families.

The report, which was 1ssued before the June 29, 2025 statu-
tory deadline, highlighted the program’s outstanding accom-
plishments in homeownership creation. The DPA and
First-Generation Homebuyer Program fills a previously
unmet need in New Jersey’s highly competitive housing mar-
ket by providing below-market mortgages and down pay-
ment assistance to working families who otherwise could not
purchase homes. Approximately 85% of the program’s bor-
rowers earned below the state’s median income.

As noted n the report, the program lowers housing costs over
the life of the mortgage with DPA recipients saving an aver-
age of $142 per month and first-generation homebuyers sav-
ing an average of $188 per month compared to buyers using
other mortgage products. Over the course of a 30-year mort-
gage, families who use the program will save an average of
more than $51,000 and $67,000, respectively. The two years
of program assistance examined in the report are expected to
result in a total of nearly $270 million in reduced payments
over the life of NJHMFA’s $§74 million mortgage investment,
a 3.6-to-1 return. Beyond that, the program’s impact can be
observed in equity generated for program participant home-
buyers. Since 2017, the DPA and First-Generation Supple-
ments have already resulted in more than $2 billion in equity
generated for families who have purchased homes through
the program. This reflects an immediate, substantive increase
in household stability, access to credit, and wealth,

New Jersey’s FY2026 budget continues to build on this ex-
cellent track record with a renewed $40 million investment.
These funds will ensure that thousands of additional families
have the opportunity to buy their first home.

“Our Administration has prioritized expanding affordability
and reducing obstacles to ensure more New Jerseyans can
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become homeowners and achieve the American Dream,” said
Governor Phil Murphy. “We are proud to see this program
making an impact on thousands of residents and helping New
Jersey families put down roots across the Garden State.”

“NJHMFA, 1s dedicated to expanding homeownership access
across New Jersey. The agency invests in, finances, and fa-
cilitates access to affordable housing opportunities for low-
and moderate-income families. This program is the linchpin
in those efforts,” said Melanie R. Walter, Executive Director
of the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency.
“We thank the Murphy Administration and our partners in
the legislature for their ongoing support of this vital program
and are proud of the tremendous success we've realized over
the past few years, making it possible for thousands of New
Jersey families to become homeowners.”

Originally financed with federal funds, the DPA Program has
grown substantially since 2017. From 2017-2022, NJHMFA
granted 8,139 DPA awards totaling $86 million in assistance.
As federal funds and other sources expired, Governor Mur-
phy and the New Jersey Legislature supported and expanded
the program through appropriations, ultimately codifying the
program and expanding it with a landmark First-Generation
Homebuyer bill sponsored by Senator Singleton and Major-
ity Leader Greenwald in 2023.

"The Down Payment Assistance and First-Generation Home-
buver Program have already helped thousands of working
families attain homeownership, setting them up for the long-
term stability, opportunity, and generational wealth that
homeownership can provide," said Senator Singleton, Chair
of the Senate Community and Urban Affairs Committee.
"With additional funding in this year's budget, these pro-
grams will continue to level the playing field for low- and
moderate-income families, allowing thousands more to
achieve the American Dream of homeownership. I thank the
Murphy Administration and the NJHMFA for their work on
this issue, and look forward to the continued support and suc-
cess of both these programs.”

“First-time homeownership is a rite of passage that everyone
should have the opportunity to experience, regardless of in-
come,” said Majority Leader Lou Greenwald. “I remember
with great pride buying my first home. As a young attorney
with student loans, the dream of homeownership often felt
out of reach. But thanks to the first-time homebuyer program,
[ was able to purchase a home with a reasonable deposit, and
everything started from there. My wife, my first child, my
career, and my entire adult life began in that home. I still
drive by it and feel a deep sense of pride. Over the past two
years, more than 7,400 people have benefited from the
NJHMFA’s Down Payment Assistance and First-Generation
Homebuyer programs. These programs are helping New Jer-
sey families build equity and lower long-term housing costs.
We’re proud of the progress and committed to expanding
these efforts, because homeownership is part of the American
Dream, and we're going to keep fighting to make sure 1t stays
within reach.”

Camden Hope & Heritage
Organization Awards Scholarships
to Camden Senior High Grads

CAMDEN, NJ - The residents of Camden, New Jersey

have a long tradition of helping their neighbors. Many com-
munity groups in the city provide a variety of assistance, such
as our churches and faith-based non-profit organizations, like
St. Joseph's Carpenters Society or organizations like Camden
County Council on Economic Opportunity and Hispanic
Counseling and Family Services in Camden.

Especially in these most difficult economic times, Camden
charitable organizations continue to reach out and provide
Camden residents with housing, food and nutrition assis-
tance, childcare, substance abuse counseling and other ben-
eficial programs, that have provided a life-line to thousands
of Camden residents over many years.
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But the tradition of giving to Camden residents also extends
to a group of current and former Camden residents, that have
achieved success in their careers and professional lives, and
decided to give back to help improve the lives of fragile fam-
ilies and high school students. One group that is making a
difference in the lives of some Camden high school seniors
1s the organization, Camden Hope & Heritage.

The organization was founded in 2020 by a group of Camden
High School graduates from the class of 1960 to the class of
1966. Their mission 1s, “We assist in the holistic development
of healthy families to support and assist families, education-
ally, ethically and nutritionally through the support of finan-
cial aid to Camden families in need and scholarships to
deserving, though often overlooked Camden High School
seniors who have been accepted to college.”

Currently the organization offers three types of assistance;
the William H. Tilghman Grant to famihies, the Vernon
Roscoe Johnson Scholarship Award and the Arthur Brown
Predecessor’s Recognition Celebration.
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SHAMYRA TAYLOR

This year’s recipients of the Vernon Roscoe Johnson Schol-
arship Award are Shamyra Taylor, a senior at Camden High
School and Shaleah Navarro, a senior at Creative Arts High
School. Shamyra Taylor is an honor roll student and is on the
cheerleading squad and a member of the Mighty Writers or-
ganization in Camden. She has been admitted to Rowan Uni-
versity, where she will major in Journalism. Shaleah Navarro
1s a member of the National Honor Society, a member of the
high school marching band, and active in the Camden Reper-
tory Theatre. She has been admitted to both Howard Univer-
sity and Spellman College where she wants to major in
Biology. Both students received checks for $1,000.00.

Shamyra Taylor and Shaleah Navarro both have outstanding

academic records and have worked hard to make a positive
impact in our community. Congratulations to both students
for their achievement. Camden Hope & Heritage will con-
tinue awarding yearly scholarships to graduating seniors
from high schools at the Camden High School Complex, as
well as assistance to struggling Camden families.

SHALEAH NAVARRO
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ALSTON-CALAF ASSOCIATES INC
INSURANCE BROKERS & CONSULTANTS

-AUTO -HOMEOWNERS -RENTERS
-LIFE INSURANCE -GENERAL LIABILITY
-EMPLOYEE BENEFITS -FIRE -BONDS

116 N 2ND ST SUITE 108 CAMDEN. NJ

856-365-8888
HABLAMOS ESPANOL

www.alston-calaf.com
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Judith Diaz

Personal Development Consultan

sayifoutloud7 @gmail.com

856-520-1209 Notary Public
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MONTHLY PRICE Why JOII‘!'?

Join the Camden Kroc Center and unlock endless fun!
Dive into our amazing pool, crush your goals i our
fitness center or join exciting classes and activities for
al ages. Its nat just a membership—it's your ticket 1o a
vibrant community and nonstop good times!

* Fitness Cantor Open 7 Days Per Week

* All Group Exercise Classes included

* Yoar-Round Water Park & Lane Pool

$1o |

« Discounted Swim Lessons & Sports Leogue Sessions
+ Earty Registration for All Programs

* Open Basketball & Pickleball

» Frec PlayCare for Ages 6 months - Syears

The Salvation Army P:BEE379 800

1BES Harrison Avenus :
Carsion ) QH108 W : CamdenKrocCenter.org

Say It Out Loud Jiji LLC

Empowerment Begins With Me!

Empoderamiento Empieza Conmigo!

WWW.SAYITOUTLOUDJULCOM

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

SCAN QR CODE TO VIEW AVAILABILITES
888-445-0036 | info@Camden4Rent.com

THE SALVATION ARMY

5188 70__
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& MI.ICH MORE
SPORTS

JUNE 30 - AUGUST 15, 2025
7:30AM - 5:30PM

7 WEEKS OF CAMP FOR AGES 5-12

All Campers will participate in aquatics, STEM, art, music &
Character-Building classes plus two electives throughout the summer!

REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 10TH

For More Information Visit our Website OR Contact Us:
NlKrocKids@use.salvationarmy.org

(856) 379-6908

THE SALVATION ARNMY »1865 HARRISON AVENUE « CAMDEN, NJ 08105 #856.379.6900 « CAMDENKROCCENTER.ORG
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ST BARTS VITA SITE
FREE TAX PREP SERVICE

APPOINTMENT ONLY
856-246-1028

OPENING
JAN 21,2025
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& M o) re:
SHARING YOUR MESSAGE
WITHITHE:WORLD!

COLLINSZDIGITALICOM

Phone 856-209-3565

Emalil: collinsdigitalservices3@gmail.com

Tel: 856-203-3548
Cell: 856-906-0225

Email: Margarita@starsamdc.com
1470 HADDON AVE. CAMDEN, NJ 08103

BANQUET HALL

AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Weddings, Birthdays, Baptisms, Graduations,
Bridal & Baby Showers, Business Meetings,
Private Parties and Much Morel!!!
Repass Services

Fax: 856-203-3582 « Email: Margarita@starsamdc.com

1470 HADDON AVE. | starsradio.fm
CAMDEN, NJ 08103 Live365

‘Education Law —
'Suspensions, Expulsions, Bullying & Harassment

'Personal Injury —

'‘Legal Counseling -

Lloyd D. Henderson

Attorney-At-Law

CALL US! BECAUSE NOW YOU HAVE A
FIGHTING CHANCE!

'Former Assistant County Prosecutor

‘Former Municipal Public Defender

'Former New Jersey State Parole Board Member
'Former Assistant City Attorney

'Former 1st Vice President New Jersey State NAACP
'Former Moorestown, Edgewood & Camden

HighSchool Mathematics Teacher

'Founder/Director — Camden County East

Inslitute on Race, Religion & Public Policy

'Eagle Scout Special Areas of Concentration:
'Criminal Law -

Includes Adult Charges,
Juvenile Charges & Municipal Court

"'Civil Rights — Incdudes Discrimination,

Police Excessive Force
Includes Special Education,

Includes Auto/Truck/Bike
Accidents, Slip & Falls, Wrongful Death
Other Areas

Law Office of

Lioyd D. Henderson & Associates
1209 Mariton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

New Jersey 08034 / 856-534-0846
LdhendersonAssoc@amail.com
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23RD Anniversary of
Camden’s Juneteenth
Independence Day Celebration

CAMDEN, NJ----- On Sunday, June 22, hundreds of

people of all ages gathered in the Parkside neighborhood of
Camden at Farnham Park (also known as Camden High Park)
for the highly anticipated Juneteenth festival.

Juneteenth marks the day, June 19, 1865, when federal troops
finally arrived in Galveston, Texas to ensure that enslaved
people were freed. This occurred two years after President
Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation to
end slavery.

This year’s Juneteenth celebration included an informative
presentation by husband-and-wife duo, J. Justin and Gwen
Ragsdale, founders of the Philadelphia-based “Lest We For-
get Museum of Slavery”. The Ragsdale’s also presented their
traveling exhibit with authentic slavery artifacts. There were
several Camden-natives who graced the stage including the
World Renowned Universal African Dance and Drum En-
semble, sultry songstress Mary Cross with a Phyllis Hyman
tribute, and Dave Wagner’s “Ain’t Nothing But a Party”
Band. There were also many local vendors with an array of
African-made and inspired crafts, creations, and souvenirs.

Nationally known Pan-African activist, psychologist, and
motivational speaker Dr. Umar Johnson Ifatunde made a
guest appearance at the Camden Juneteenth speaking on the
importance of the holiday. He emphasized, “Yes, it [June-
teenth] was about finding out that slavery was over, but it
was also about Black soldiers, Civil War soldiers who
showed up to liberate our ancestors from slave masters who
refused to let them go.”

This year is the 23rd anniversary of Camden’s Juneteenth In-
dependence Day Celebration hosted by the Camden African
American Commission. Led by long-time community ac-
tivist and social change advocate, R. Mangaliso Davis, this
community Juneteenth festival 1s among the first established
in the South Jersey region. Co-organizer Joyce Johnson
spoke about the significance of the Camden event. *“To have
been part of this endeavor has been rewarding...the things
we have learn from people who enjoyed and appreciated the
groups, the performers over the years. The presentations like
the manhood panel speakers, the Lest We Forget Museum,
Dr. Molefi Kete Asante, Dr. Aaron Smith *“the rapping pro-
fessor”, and Dr. Umar ...We want to bring more attention to
presenters like this next year.”

Davis and Johnson have worked together for more than 25
years to promote and preserve Juneteenth history and holiday
in Camden City. At the event, they announced that they are
“passing the torch” to fellow Camden natives and community
advocates, Ky’same Watson and Namibia El. Both Watson
and El have been involved with the Camden Juneteenth cel-
cbration since its inception as members of Unity Community
Center led by the late Robert H. Dickerson. Also known as
Bro. Rob, Dickerson was also a co-founder and organizer,
along with Mangaliso Davis of the Original Camden City
Juneteenth Independence Day Celebration events for twenty-
two years. Ky’same shared, “we are going to continue to
grow this [Juneteenth celebration]. So next year call a friend,
bring a friend, and tell them to bring a friend.”

JULY 6-19, 2025 | PAGE 21

Dr. Umar (center) with members of the Juneteenth Committee

Photographed by Solomon Williams
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What We Do

The Camden Education Fund (CEF) is a non-profit organization dedicated to
accelerating progress in Camden’s public school system. CEF works with families,
school partners, and community leaders to identify citywide needs in education.
CEF then provides grants and develops strategic partnerships to address these
citywide needs. Grantees may include schools, non-profits, and universities.

Camden will be home to a vibrant public school system that inspires all
students and prepares them for success after high school.

To sustain and accelerate progress in Camden’s public school system.
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Talent Equity Engagement
Recruiting, developing, Ensuring a great Creating opportunities
retaining, and school for every for parents and
appreciating excellent  child and services community leaders to
teachers that meet alll shape a system that
children’s needs meets families’ needs
Instructional Quality Post Secondary
Providing all students with Developing structured pathways
access to high-quality, rigorous, for post-secondary success,
and relevant curricula including college and career
Fol:ow Us clm
1
WWW.CAMDENEDFUND.ORG soclalMecta:
) CamdenEducationFund

INFO@CAMDENEDFUND.ORG

G) Camdenedfund_nj
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