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United Way TCI Reading Fair
 United Way Turks and Caicos staged its Annual Reading Fair recently at the National Stadium, which saw more than 500 primary school children taking part. The 
Fair saw strong support from Corporate Turks and Caicos, whose representatives carried out the assessments of the young readers. NewslineTCI was at hand to 
cover this signifi cant event.
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The Grinch was a hit with the children

The InterHealth Canada-run TCI Hospital 
staff  also took part in the event 

At the Fortis Booth, this young 
reader shows off  his reading skills

A representative of Scotiabank assist 
this little girl through her reading time

Sotheby’s Real Estate agency also 
took part in the Reading Fair

This little girl is 
obviously thrilled 
to meet the Cat 
in the Hat charac-
ter at the Hartling 
Group reading 
booth

Social Club Rotaract also took 
part in the Reading Fair

Individuals, representing the various business estab-
lishments dressed in a myriad of characters, including 
Little Red Riding Hood, as they assist the children in 
the reading process

The Grace Bay Resorts was also on hand 
to participate in this very important exercise 
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Head of the Informal Se� lements Unit, Jus-
� ce Carlos Simons is reminding those who 
seek to squat on government land that the 
law does not give them rights to such land 
no ma� er how long they live on it.
Simons, in an interview with the media re-
cently, declared that there is no such thing 
as ‘squa� ers rights’, and so, no ma� er how 
long one squats on government saying he 
could never own that land legally.
“The law does not permit you acquire 
Crown Land by squa�  ng. There is no such 
thing as ‘squa� ers rights. You could have 
been there 50 years. The structure could 
have been built by your grandfather…you 
could never acquire � tle to it, and when 
the � me comes, it will be reclaimed for the 
Crown,” Simons asserted.
However, he stressed that circumstances 
could allow the individual to get regularized 
and eventually pay to own the land, sta� ng 
that the Informal Se� lements Unit was not 
in the business and bulldozing structures, 
especially if they comply with the Planning 
code.
 “Now, that doesn’t mean that if you have 
a substan� al structure that otherwise com-

plies with the Planning Laws that is going to 
be demolished. We are not in the business 
of demolishing structures that comply with 
the planning laws of the Islands,” he said. 
He added that government could also re-
claim the land with the structure on it from 
the squa� er, as anything on the land would 
include the structure on it.
 “There are ways that we are considering 
of regularizing those types of posi� ons. The 
Crown would be in a posi� on to claim the 
land back and the building because land in-
cludes whatever is permanently construct-
ed on it. 
He added: “And I would imagine that there 
would be conversa� ons between the per-
sons who have constructed these buildings 
and representa� ves of the Crown as to (1), 
whether the person who is undertaking the 
construc� on posi� on to pay the cost of the 
land because otherwise, he would be get-
� ng an advantage that other people have 
not had, and, or whether there be some 
use to which the Crown can put that struc-
ture. 
“One of the usages to which the Crown 
might be able to put that structure would 

be to accommodate such persons un� l 
appropriate accommoda� on can be rede-
veloped on land they have been removed 
from. 
“The point I want to make at this stage is 
that the work of reclama� on on Crown 
Land will con� nue.”
He said so far, the Crown Land Unit was 
yet to reclaim proper� es on which people 
live, poin� ng out it has recovered only land 
on which unfi nished structures are built. 
However, he said that might change in the 
future, and squa� ers who live in dwellings 
constructed on Crown Land could begin to 
be forcibly removed.
“The Crown Land Unit has not reclaimed 
so far on which there are occupied struc-
tures…. only lands on which the structures 
are at founda� on level up to belt-beam lev-
el… no roof. So, no one has been displaced 
from Crown Lands so far….and I said, ‘so 
far’, because the � me will come when we 
have to address illegal occupa� on of Crown 
Lands…that day has not arrived as yet,” he 
said.
Simons stated that while squa� ers can nev-
er own Crown Land based on the length of 
� me they live on it, the same is not true for 
privately own land. He said if a squa� er lives 
on a private land undisturbed by the owner 
for 20 years, he can apply for ownership. 
“Private landowners are en� tled to posses-
sion of their proper� es. And every day that 
they are kept out of possession by people 
who unlawfully occupy their lands is a day 
more of the trespass it cons� tutes,” Simons 
pointed out. 
He pointed out that as a result, the Infor-
mal Se� lements Unit has thrown its weight 
behind private landowners, who express a 
desire reclaim their land.
“And so, the Unit has lent its assistance to 
private landowners, seeking to reclaim their 
lands. To reduce the incidence or the op-
portunity for confronta� on, and poten� al 
violence, the Unit has at its disposal the re-
sources of the police, Planning authori� es, 
Social Services…all of those agencies that 
can help to ease the fl ow of these diffi  cult 
exercises. 
“And you can just imagine that if a private 
landowner doesn’t know these people or 
who are se� led on his land…if he turns up 
one Saturday morning and say, ‘Move or I 
am going to push your house down’, what 
is the reac� on going to be? 
“It is not going to be friendly, and that is not 
the situa� on that we want to contemplate, 
or encourage, or give the opportunity for,” 
Simons noted. 

‘Squatters Have No Rights’
Head of the Informal Settlements 
Unit, Justice Carlos Simons
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Serious Crimes in the Turks and Caicos Islands 
have taken a signifi cant plunge over 2023, accord-
ing to Ac� ng Commissioner of Police Rodney Ad-
ams.
Speaking at news conference at the Police Head-
quarters in Providenciales on Friday, Commission-
er Adams said the reduc� on in serious crimes was 
due to hard work of Royal Turks and Caicos Islands 
Police Force members, together with increased 
support from members of the public.
According to Ac� ng Commissioner Adams, from 
January to now murders have decreased by 30.3 
%, poin� ng out that Robberies have seen a 47.1% 
percent drop over the period. He also pointed 
that discharge of fi rearms have decreased by a 
whopping 54.8 %.
Ac� ng Commissioner Adams pointed out that 
the murder detec� on rate has seen a signifi cant 
increase. Last year’s detec� on rate, according to 
Adams, was in single digit, but according to him, 
this year’s detec� on rate has seen a signifi cant 
vault.
“Moreover, while last year, the detec� on rate for 
Homicide stood at 6%, this year, our detec� on 
rate is 39%. An increase of 33%,” Adams told re-
porters. “I pause here to off er condolences to the 
families and friends of those who lost loved ones 
during the period of these senseless killings. This 
� me of year, will be par� cularly diffi  cult as fami-
lies try to unite. May the Almighty God con� nue 
to strengthen you during your grief and pain.”
Adams revealed that 27 guns have been seized 
during the course of 2023, 16 of which were con-
fi scated within the last six months. He pointed out 
that legisla� ons tackling gangs has also reaped 
much success, with the police nabbing individuals 

suspected of being involved in gang ac� vi� es.
“The An� -Gang Ordinance of 2022 has played a 
vital and crucial role in addressing gang-related 
off ences. To date, fi ve suspected gang members 
are before the courts charged with various off enc-
es under this Ordinance. We have had signifi cant 
seizures of drugs this year and will con� nue in our 
relentless eff orts to tackle drug-related off ences,” 
Adams stated, telling members of the media that 
the force was encouraged by recent sta� s� cs and 
are commi� ed to improving them even further. 
Adams asserted that the Royal Turks and Caicos 
Islands Police Force will leave no stone unturned 
in bringing those murderous individuals to jus� ce. 
He however, pointed out that in order for the po-
lice be successful in bringing those responsible to 
jus� ce, the community will have to play key role, 
in telling the police what they know anonymously.
“There are many of you out there who can bring 
closure and comfort to these hur� ng families, and 
we encourage you to be your brother’s keeper. If 
you know something, say something. Crime Stop-
pers remains available and is only interested in 
the � p, not who you are,” emphasized.
He added: “We know many of you are fearful and 
even feel that what you may know or have seen 
is insignifi cant, but I appeal to you to share it and 
let the authori� es determine its usefulness or not. 
This is the season of giving, peace and love; let us 
do what we can to bring peace and show love to 
many homes seeking closure.”
Boat Landing
On the ma� er of illegal entry of boats most from 
Hai� , the top cop said his men will be most vigi-
lant. He pointed out that since January of 2023, 
a record 33 confi rmed intercep� ons were made 

by the Royal Turks and Caico Islands Police Force 
Marine Branch.
“The entry of irregular migrants puts the TCI at the 
most signifi cant risk. Our Marine Branch and law 
enforcement partners – TCI Regiment, TCI Border 
Force, and our interna� onal partners have been 
doing a stellar job intercep� ng irregular migrants 
seeking to enter the TCI.
“Protec� ng the TCI border remains a high prior-
ity for the Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Police 
Force and its partners. This year, there has been a 
record 33 intercep� ons. This remains a costly ex-
ercise, and we welcome � ps that alert us before 
boats enter our space.
Road Safety
In the mean� me, Adams said his charges will be 
vigilant on the thoroughfares of the Turk and Ca-
icos Islands. 
“The Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Police Force 
remains resolute in enforcing the law that helps 
to keep you and the public safe and makes it more 
diffi  cult for criminals to move about or roadway 
undetected. 
“However, there appears to be a concerted eff ort 
by lawbreakers to con� nue having illegal � nts, no 
license plates, no vehicle insurance, and no driv-
er’s license. The law is clear, yet some drivers are 
not adhering to it. We will con� nue our zero-toler-
ance approach in the coming days,” Adams prom-
ised.
Joining Adams in the News Conference were 
Ac� ng Deputy Commissioner of Police Darron 
Williams, Superintendent of Police Dean Holden 
- Head of CID, Safeguarding and Public Protec� on, 
and Superintendent of aPolice Mat Newton.

By Vivian Tyson Editor-in-Chief 

Murders, Robberies Plunge

From left: Commissioner of Police Rodney Adams; Acting Deputy Commissioner of Police  Darron Williams, Superintendent of Police Dean Holden - Head of CID, 
Safeguarding and Public Protection, and Superintendent of Police Mat Newton.
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Guyana–Venezuela border dispute driven 
by geopolitics and wealth

to make sa� sfactory progress in keeping Cheddi Jagan out 
of power.
It should be noted too that the 1940s and 1950s saw 
huge American investments about 90 miles up the Orino-
co River, approximately 100 miles from the Guyana-Ven-
ezuela border. These conglomerates and mul� na� onals 
were inves� ng in various mineral ores such as iron, man-
ganese, and gold, among others. With Marxist-oriented 
Cheddi Jagan at the helm, Guyana was seen by the Ken-
nedy Administra� on and the US as another Cuba in the 
region — and this would have been anaemic to US inter-
ests. It should be clear that US geopoli� cs and economic 
concerns, as was the case in the 1890s, were at play again 
in the 1960s.
Further, one of the factors that drove the ini� al dispute 
was the discovery of gold in the 1870s, which led to a 
boom in Bri� sh Guiana; as evidence, gold and other min-
eral wealth were men� oned by the Venezuelan team at 
the 1899 hearings. In addi� on, since the 1960s Venezuela 
has undermined any a� empt by Guyana to a� ract invest-
ments in the Essequibo region. About 15 years ago there 
was a ‘gold shout’, and indeed numerous prospectors 
fl ocked to Guyana and invested in mining ac� vi� es. It led 
to a windfall for Guyana in terms of produc� on and price. 
The discovery came as the world was entering a depres-
sion and investors sought rescue in gold. During that peri-
od the price of gold moved from around US$380 to about 
US$1,800 per ounce. At every opportunity and forum 
Venezuela has men� oned the wealth of the Essequibo, 
the most recent being Guyana’s off shore oil discovery. 
Many believe that this may have been the impetus for 
Venezuela’s most recent ac� ons, including the referen-
dum.
Venezuela’s current agenda could mean only one thing: 
It has seen the wri� ng on the wall, ie, the ICJ would rule 
in favour of Guyana. It was opined that the referendum 
may have signalled an intent to follow Russia’s example in 
Ukraine and invade Guyana. 
Indeed, Venezuela has taken steps by ini� a� ng policy and 
legisla� on to facilitate such ac� ons. Lending credence to 
this asser� on, an ar� cle in Forbes magazine saw the ref-
erendum as a pivotal development, inten� onally � med 
between concurrent crises in Ukraine and Israel to avoid 
the interna� onal spotlight. Notwithstanding the geopo-
li� cal and wealth-driven agendas, the � me has come to 
put an end to this dispute. Notwithstanding the geopoli-
� cs and wealth considera� ons, or whether it’s a poli� cal 
gimmick to regain internal support or an interna� onal dis-
trac� on, we look forward to an end to the impasse via a 
peaceful solu� on.

Guyanese and other regional supporters who back Guy-
ana in fi nding a peaceful solu� on to the current confl ict 
can now breathe a sigh of relief, albeit temporarily. 
Venezuela’s recent ac� ons have caused local and regional 
ji� ers. The consulta� ve referendum of December 3 has 
been seen as giving Nicolas Maduro ammuni� on to re-
sort to unilateral measures to ‘resolve’ the controversy, 
should he wish to do so, by formally annexing and inte-
gra� ng into Venezuela the Essequibo territory. 
Some commentators see the referendum as a blank 
cheque to Maduro which he can at any � me, at his discre-
� on, ini� ate or use to engage in any kind of border clash 
of a military nature in the Essequibo territory.
It should be clear, however, that this border dispute, 
which was fi rst raised in 1841, was se� led by the arbi-
tra� on award of 1899. Ironically, the United States (US) is 
suppor� ng Guyana today. They were the driving force in 
the 1890s forcing Britain to se� le the border dispute with 
Venezuela. The US almost went to war with Britain for vi-
ola� ng their unilateral 1823 Monroe Doctrine, according 
to which European powers were obligated to respect the 
Western Hemisphere as the United States’s sphere of in-
terest.
The Dutch had ceded the colonies to the Bri� sh in 1814 
but the treaty did not defi ne a western boundary. The 
Bri� sh commissioned Robert Schomburgk, a survey-
or and naturalist, to delineate that boundary. The 1835 
survey resulted in the Schomburgk Line, a boundary that 
eff ec� vely claimed an addi� onal 30,000 square miles 
for Guiana. The 1899 arbitra� on hearing focused on the 
Schomburgk Line and the occupa� on and control of the 
territory stretching from east of the Orinoco to west of 
the Essequibo rivers. 
During the oral arguments and cross posi� ons at the tri-
bunal, Venezuela unsuccessfully tried to ride on the wings 
of the Spanish explora� ons and discovery of this part of 
the world for its � tle; Venezuela failed to demonstrate its 
occupa� on and control of the territory claimed or to con-
vincingly disprove occupa� on and control by the Dutch. 
On January 10, 1905, the Bri� sh-Venezuelan Mixed 
Boundary Commission submi� ed a report signifying the 
fi nal delinea� on of the boundary, and a map of the en-
� re border, both of which were accepted by Britain and 
Venezuela.
That said, why did Venezuela suddenly challenge the 
1899 award? Many of us would like to believe that it was 
ins� gated by the Mallet-Prevost memorandum of 1944, 
posthumously published in 1949. It is my fi rm convic� on 
that the driving force was the United States’s geopoli� cal 
and economic concerns as well as Venezuela’s greed for 

wealth. 
While the Mallet-Prevost memorandum claims that the 
award was a ‘deal’ brokered by Britain and Russia, the 
Venezuelan 1962 challenge to the 1899 award cited two 
diff erent reasons: (1) the ‘no Venezuelan judge on the 
arbitra� on panel’ and (2) the applica� on of ‘prescrip� on 
based on 50 years’ occupa� on led to its loss of territory’. 
It should be noted that Venezuela had almost two years 
from the signing of the Treaty of Arbitra� on to challenge 
the clause that stated the requirements of prescrip� on 
for 50 years would suffi  ce at the arbitral hearing.
On refl ec� on, the � ming of this claim raises several ques-
� ons regarding why Venezuela remained silent through 
the years 1899 to 1962. Why were the claims not offi  cially 
raised before 1962, given that the Mallet-Prevost mem-
orandum was published in 1949? Venezuela has ques-
� oned the selec� on of judges for the 1899 tribunal but 
there is nothing in the records to show its disapproval of 
any member of the tribunal. Further, Mallet-Prevost al-
leged that there was a “deal” between Great Britain and 
Russia but no one has been able to point out what Russia 
had gained. It behoves me to men� on at this point that in 
January 1944, the same year the memorandum was sup-
posedly wri� en, Mallet-Prevost was decorated with Ven-
ezuela’s highest dis� nc� on, the Order of the Liberator. 
The � ming of the memorandum and the honour award 
has le�  analysts pondering whether this decora� ve hon-
our had infl uenced the penning of the memorandum, or 
vice versa. Note, too, that an ar� cle published in the 1950 
issue of the American Journal of Interna� onal Law point-
ed out several inconsistencies and inaccuracies in the said 
memorandum.
In light of these ques� ons it is reasonable to infer that 
there were other factors at play. Indeed, the Central Intel-
ligence Agency’s (CIA) declassifi ed documents revealed 
several pieces of informa� on that can be a� ributed to the 
Venezuelan 1962 resurrected border claims. 
At that � me, Guyana’s Premier Cheddi Jagan’s social-
ist-Marxist ideology, which began in the late 1940s, be-
came a major issue. The US determined in 1962 that 
Cheddi Jagan would not be desirable as the head of 
Government in Guyana. Thus, the CIA was instructed to 
provide guidance and support to the Opposi� on poli� cal 
par� es — the People’s Na� onal Congress (PNC), and the 
United Force (UF) — in the 1964 elec� on campaign. 
Again in 1967, the CIA was instructed to support the PNC 
and the UF in the 1968 elec� ons. It was also revealed 
that Prime Minister Forbes Burnham later received CIA 
funding of US$5,000 per month, with the understanding 
that the payments could be terminated if the PNC failed 

 EDITORIAL
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Massive TCICC Enrollment Jump
The Turks and Caicos Islands Community College 
(TCICC) is repor� ng a signifi cant and remarkable 
29% increase in enrolments for the upcoming 
academic year 2023/2024. 
This surge in enrolment, the ins� tu� on said in 
a statement, has nearly doubled the college’s 
projected target of 15%, showcasing  its dedica-
� on to delivering quality educa� on and training 
in the region.
The achievement, the college said, is a� ributed 
to the collabora� ve eff orts of its dedicated team 
of staff  and faculty, who have worked � relessly 
to ensure a posi� ve and enriching educa� on-
al experience for students. The success is also 
credited to the ac� ve engagement of the com-
munity members and an eff ec� ve marke� ng 
strategy that resonated well with prospec� ve 
students.
This notable accomplishment, the TCICC said, 
underscores the college’s commitment to its vi-
sion of becoming the ins� tu� on of fi rst choice 
for educa� on and training in the Turks and Ca-
icos Islands and beyond. The ins� tu� on recog-
nizes the progress made but acknowledges the 
con� nued journey ahead, expressing determi-
na� on to provide top-� er educa� on to students.
Minister of Educa� on Hon. Rachel Taylor, com-
mended President Candice Williams and her 
team for their eff orts in promo� ng TCICC as 
the Ins� tute of Choice, saying that the govern-
ment’s commitment to human capital develop-
ment and the investment in the local ter� ary 
ins� tu� on were highlighted, emphasizing the 
signifi cance of ter� ary educa� on in fostering 
growth and reducing poverty. 
The Minister encouraged people to take advan-
tage of the opportunity for free tui� on and rec-
ognized the strides of lifelong learners in upskill-
ing and retooling.
Dr. Barbara Ambrister, Chair of the Board of Gov-
ernors, sees the enrolment increase as a pos-
i� ve signal that individuals are leveraging the 
free tui� on and various programs off ered. The 
college aims to establish itself as the fi rst choice 
in higher educa� on for residents, focusing on 
student-centered learning, innova� ve learning 
strategies, and collabora� on with private part-
ners for growth and development. Plans include 
introducing unique courses and workshops to 
address skills gaps and gaining recogni� on from 
regional and interna� onal accredi� ng bodies.
Dr. Suze� e Creary, Dean of Academics and Stu-
dent Services, emphasized that the increase in 
enrolment refl ects the college’s commitment to 
providing quality educa� on and suppor� ng stu-
dents in their academic journey. The surge not 
only speaks to the appeal of academic programs 
but also demonstrates the college’s role in ad-
dressing the evolving needs of the community.
President Dr. Candice Williams expressed that 
this achievement is a testament to the college’s 
con� nuous pursuit of excellence and its unwav-
ering commitment to providing quality educa-
� on and training. The TCI Community College 
looks forward to welcoming both new and re-
turning students for the upcoming academic 
year, aiming to become the ins� tu� on of fi rst 
choice in educa� on and training in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands and beyond.Minister of Education Hon. Rachel Taylor
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 The Housing Commi� ee is pleased to an-
nounce that on 7 December 2023, it has 
concluded its delibera� ons on the fi rst 
batch of applicants who submi� ed for 
home improvement under Programme 
Two. 
Out of the twelve batches of applicants, 
the ini� al group has been approved for 
home improvement works, marking a 
signifi cant step in enhancing living condi-
� ons within our community. 
 These essen� al home improvement 
works, valued at a total of US$50,000.00 
per applicant, are set to commence in 
the upcoming new year. This signifi cant 
investment is not only a boon for the se-
lected applicants but also marks a posi� ve 

development for the en� re community. 
 The Housing Commi� ee recognises the 
importance of this ini� a� ve, not only for 
the homeowners but also for local con-
tractors who will benefi t through the 
Framework Agreement for Programme 
Two. The approved works are expected 
to generate numerous job opportuni� es 
throughout the islands, contribu� ng to 
the economic growth of our community. 
 Results Summary: 
 The following list of applicants was ap-
proved by the Housing Commi� ee under 
batch one for each island. 
Refusals: Unfortunately, seven applicants 
did not pass the home inspec� on, and as 
a result, their applica� ons for home im-

provement have been refused. 
Deferrals: In addi� on, three applicants 
were deferred due to the condi� on of 
their homes. Repairs alone may be insuf-
fi cient, and further evalua� on is needed 
to determine the appropriate course of 
ac� on. 
 Key Points: 
Approved Works: The fi rst batch of 
home improvement works, totaling 
US$1,950,000.00, has been approved by 
the Housing Commi� ee. 
Commencement Date: The approved 
works are scheduled to commence in the 
new year, bringing tangible improvements 
to the selected homes. 
Community Impact: This investment not 
only enhances the quality of living for the 
selected homeowners but also posi� vely 
impacts the local community through job 
crea� on. 
Next Steps: 
As we celebrate the commencement of 
works for the fi rst batch of Programme 
Two, we are gearing up for the next 
phase. Home inspec� ons for batch two 
are scheduled to begin early in the new 
year. Individuals selected under batch 
two will be contacted by the Housing 
and Community Renewal Department to 
schedule a convenient date and � me for 
their homes to be inspected. 
 For Programme Three: Community Re-
newal and Infi lling, 14 applicants were 
selected for home inspec� ons. In early 
January, the Department will be contact-
ing homeowners to schedule a home in-
spec� on at their convenience. 
 The housing programmes ini� a� ve aligns 
with Department commitment to foster-
ing a be� er living environment for all res-
idents. These programmes are aimed to 
enhance the quality of life for families and 
contribute to the overall development of 
our community whilst fostering economic 
opportuni� es for local contractors. 
 We express our gra� tude to all appli-
cants for their interest and pa� ence in 
this process. The Housing Commi� ee re-
mains dedicated to the successful imple-
menta� on of Programme Two and looks 
forward to the posi� ve transforma� ons it 
will bring to our community. 
 For further informa� on on Housing Pro-
gramme Two: Home Improvement for Ex-
is� ng Homeowners, or Programme Three: 
Community Renewal and Infi lling, please 
contact the Housing and Community Re-
newal Department at 649-338-2220.

HOUSING COMMITTEE APPROVES FIRST BATCH OF HOME 
IMPROVEMENT APPLICATIONS UNDER PROGRAMME TWO
Hon. Jamell Robinson, Minister of Physical 
Planning and Infrastructure Development
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TCI needs a Vacation Rental Management 
Association – Angel Host COO

Veronique Lalonde, Co-founder and COO of 
the interna� onal Vaca� on Rental Management 
company Angel Host, believes that the estab-
lishment of a Vaca� on Rental Management As-
socia� on in the Turks and Caicos Islands could 
greatly benefi t the local property rental indus-
try. 
Angel Host, as an interna� onal Vaca� on Rental 
Management company, off ers services to prop-
erty owners and management companies, rang-
ing from those with one to 100 proper� es.
Lalonde, speaking with NewslineTCI, empha-

sized the posi� ve impact such an associa� on 
could have on professionalizing the industry, 
fostering collabora� on among property man-
agement companies, and addressing common 
challenges.
According to Lalonde, many property rental 
companies in the region operate independent-
ly, managing a few proper� es and gradually 
expanding. However, the lack of a centralized 
associa� on can hinder their ability to access re-
sources and a� end industry conferences, such 
as the Orlando Vaca� on Rental Conference, due 

to budget constraints and limited � me.
“I can tell you that having a voca� onal rental 
management associa� on would defi nitely help 
because most property rental companies, they 
do their own thing, they started with managing 
one, two, three, four proper� es and then they 
grow slowly but surely. But by having an associ-
a� on, you can professionalize that industry,” she 
said. 
Lalonde suggests that a local associa� on would 
provide a pla� orm for property management 
companies to share experiences, discuss chal-
lenges, and exchange knowledge. This col-
labora� ve environment, she believes, would 
enhance the overall quality of the industry by 
promo� ng best prac� ces and adherence to high 
standards.
“And so, if you are a property management 
company that manages say 10 proper� es, may-
be you don’t have the resources or budget to go 
to the Orlando Vaca� on Rental Conference that 
happen yearly. And you don’t have the budget 
or the � me. So, by having local associa� ons you 
can share the experiences, share the challeng-
es, share knowledge and make the industry 
even be� er,” she said.
Lalonde explains that, in a partnership with An-
gel Host, the company evaluates the client’s 
por� olio, creates or op� mizes property lis� ngs, 
establishes pricing strategies, and oversees day-
to-day backend opera� ons. This approach al-
lows property management companies to focus 
on providing a posi� ve guest experience on the 
ground while Angel Host handles the backend 
tasks.
“So, let’s say you are property management 
company, and you reach out to Angel Host and 
say, ‘I would like to partner with you, can you 
help me? What Can you do for me?’ The fi rst 
thing we are going to do is to look at your port-
folio. Let say you operate 10 proper� es, we 
would create 10 brand new lis� ngs, or we are 
going to take your exis� ng lis� ngs and op� mize 
them and improve them. 
“Once the lis� ng is very well op� mized, follow-
ing best prac� ces, following the high standards 
that we have for our lis� ngs, they we are go-
ing to create a pricing strategy. We are going to 
have a revenue manager look at the strategy, 
and then we are going to look at day to day op-
era� ons, and everything that is done from the 
backend. So, we take care of people who want 
to book.
“When the guest arrives at the property, they it 
is local team…our client that have to take care 
of the guest experience once they are on the 
ground. But we take of everything that is being 
done form the backend,” she said.
Lalonde emphasizes that a Vaca� on Rental 
Management Associa� on in the Turks and Cai-
cos Islands could signifi cantly contribute to the 
growth and professionalism of the local proper-
ty rental industry. By fostering collabora� on and 
sharing exper� se, property management com-
panies can collec� vely elevate industry stan-
dards and enhance the overall experience for 
both property owners and guests.

“Having a vocational rental management association would 
defi nitely help because most property rental companies.”
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TCI Welcomes Silver Airways 
From Ft. Lauderdale

With its world-leading immaculate sun-kissed 
beaches and alluring proper� es, the Turks and Cai-
cos Islands has snared yet another airline.
On Monday, December 18, the Howard Hamilton 
Interna� onal Airport welcomed Silver Airways, to 
fl y between the TCI and Hollywood Ft. Lauderdale. 
Following the water cannon salute, signaling the ar-
rival of an inaugural fl ight, a welcome news confer-
ence was held at the departure area of the airport, 
and was a� ended by Minister of Immigra� on and 
Border Services Hon. Arlington Musgrove; Minister 
of Health Hon. Shaun Malcolm; Wesley Clerveaux, 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, 
and who represented Minister Hon. Josephine Con-
nolly; Steve Rossum, CEO of Silver Airways; James 
McAnally, President of the Turks and Caicos Hotel 

and Tourism Associa� on; and Raquel Brown, Change 
Manager and Interim CEO of Experience Turks and 
Caicos, and who also chaired the event.
Silver Airways is scheduled to fl y between Ft. Lau-
derdale and the Turks and Caicos Islands twice 
weekly - Mondays and Fridays. 
Esmond Johnson, Regional Manager for Silver Air-
ways, and who is based in the Bahamas, said by fl y-
ing to the Turks and Caicos Islands, Silver Airways 
provides the TCI with greater connec� vity. He said 
the introductory � cket price starts at $129, adding 
that the fl ight � me will be two hours on its ATR Tur-
boprop aircra� .
For his part, Musgrove pointed out the Silver Air-
ways would further open the Turks and Caicos Is-
lands to the world thereby crea� ng greater employ-

ment opportuni� es for Islanders.
“The Turks and Caicos is a des� na� on of unparallel 
beauty with white sandy beaches, crystal clear tur-
quoise waters and a vibrant culture that cap� vates 
all who visit our shores. Now, with the arrival of 
Silver Airways, our islands are set to become even 
more accessible, allowing us to further share our 
slice of paradise,” he said.
He added: “With increase in ac� vity we can a� ract 
more tourists and hence (further) economic growth 
and create new employment opportuni� es for our 
people. As we embark on this new partnership with 
Silver Airways, I want to extend my deepest gra� -
tude to the airline’s leadership and TCIAA (Turks and 
Caicos Islands Airports Authority), who worked � re-
lessly to make this partnership a reality.”
Clerveaux, who read Connolly’s remarks, said she 
wanted to be at the event, but other pressing issues 
had kept her away. 
“This marks a posi� ve step for the Turks and Caicos 
Islands as we con� nue to enhance our growth in 
the tourism sector. As an island na� on, we recog-
nize that increased accessibility is fundamental to 
the development of our beloved TCI. 
“While we take pride in being a sought-a� er des� -
na� on for discerning travellers, we also understand 
the importance of providing aff ordable travel op-
� ons not only for our visitors, but for our people 
alike. It is our belief that a diverse range of travel 
op� ons contributes to the growth and sustainability 
of our island na� on,” Clerveaux said.
He pointed out that more aff ordable fl ights would 
not compromise the luxurious brand of the Turks 
and Caicos Islands. Clerveaux urged Silver Airways 
to maintain the high standard of travel that the vis-
itors to these shores and residents have come to 
expect.
“We have every confi dence that Silver Airways will 
rise and surpass the challenges and contribute to 
the con� nued success and global recogni� on of the 
Turks and Caicos Islands as a world-class des� na-
� on,” Clerveaux pointed out.
Devon Fulford, Ac� ng CEO of the Turks and Caicos 
Islands Airports Authority described the event as a 
very special day. He expressed confi dence that the 
partnership between the TCIAA and Silver will blos-
som into a mutually benefi cial endeavor. He also 
commended Silver Airways’ commitment to excel-
lence and safety.
Rossum said he was overly excited about the new 
partnership with the Turks and Caicos Islands, es-
pecially because “The Turks and Caicos Islands has 
a rich tradi� on of trea� ng people well, resul� ng in 
people coming back year a� er year.”
He also affi  rmed that the cap� va� ng beaches, dive 
sites, shopping experience and the wonderful cul-
ture makes the Turks and Caicos Islands a pulling 
card for tourism. 
Rossum pointed out that Silver Airways has always 
forged synerge� c rela� onships with every des� na-
� on that it services. 
“We not only do we bring our reliable brand and 
our friendly customer service, but we also bring 
partnership with United Airlines, JetBlue Airways, 
American Airlines and Delta Airways,” Rossum said.

Silver Airways touches down at the Howard Hamilton 
International Airport on Monday, December 18.``

Steve Rossum (right), CEO of Silver Airways addressed the audience at the news conference to signal 
the beginning of service between Providenciales and Ft. Lauderdale. Looking on from left are Devon Ful-
ford – CEO of the TCIAA; Minister of Immigration and Border Service Hon. Arlington Musgrove; Wesley 
Clerveaux – Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism and Fisheries; and Osmond Johnson, Region-
al Manager for Silver Airways.
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Angel Host Stages Inaugural Forum in TCI to 
Boost Local Vacation Rental Industry

Angel Host, a prominent Canadian tech-
nology-driven marke� ng and guest com-
munica� on company specializing in serv-
ing property owners and managers in the 
short-term and vaca� on rental industry, 
recently organized its fi rst forum in Turks 
and Caicos. 
The event, held at the Blue Haven Resort 
Conference Room on Tuesday, December 
12, garnered signifi cant a� endance from 
property owners, rental company repre-
senta� ves, and real estate agents.
Eduardo Mandri, Co-founder and Chief 
Opera� ng Offi  cer for Angel Host, high-
lighted the company’s mission of help-
ing property management companies 
worldwide maximize their sales. 
“At Angel Host, we help property man-
agement companies worldwide maxi-
mize their sales. We have a good number 
of clients here in the Islands, par� cularly 
in Provo. And we seek to bring some of 
that knowledge that we learn in diff erent 
parts of the world in conferences in the 
US, Europe and other places, organize 
a forum were we could share with local 
property managers and with local real 
estate people about some of those best 
prac� ces,” Mandri said.
With a signifi cant client base in the 
Turks and Caicos Islands, par� cularly in 
Providenciales, Mandri emphasized the 
unique appeal of the local tourism mar-
ket, characterized by high Average Daily 
Rates (AVRs) and diverse proper� es at-
trac� ng visitors globally.
“The Average Day Rates, we call them 

AVRs are very high here in Turks. There 
are so many diff erent proper� es in the 
area that a� racts tourists from all over 
the world. And the type of tourism and 
the type of revenue that Turks and gen-
era� on compared with other islands on 
a per capita basis is incredible,” Mandri 
further noted.
He added: “We bring to the table knowl-
edge in pricing, op� miza� on, and guest 
services to benefi t local property man-
agement companies who understand the 
market.”
The forum, the fi rst of its kind for the 
country, aimed to share best prac� ces 
that Angel Host learned from confer-
ences worldwide, fostering collabora� on 
among local stakeholders. Mandri ex-
pressed the inten� on to organize similar 
events in the future, underscoring the 
strategic importance of the Turks and Ca-
icos market for Angel Host.
For his part, Robert Been Jr., a local or-
ganizer for the event, highlighted the six 
to eight months of prepara� on that went 
into making the forum a reality. Been 
stressed the necessity for local prop-
erty managers to gain detailed insights 
into market func� oning and praised the 
valuable informa� on shared during the 
event.
“There was a lot of informa� on that was 
delivered here today, and I am sure that 
many of the a� endees here today, in-
cluding myself, would have walked away 
with a lot of informa� on today. I got a 

lot of informa� on that would assist me 
in going forward to promote my brand,” 
Been said.
He said among the key takeaways from 
the forum, a� endees learned about 
proper product structuring and service 
delivery. Been also emphasized the sig-
nifi cance of partnerships and network-
ing, encouraging collabora� on with oth-
er vaca� on rental owners and property 
management companies. He highlighted 
the importance of outsourcing certain 
roles, to enhance the overall guest expe-
rience.
“When you speak of partnership, people 
always thing about shares or off ering a 
certain percentage. But this instance it 
is partnering with other vaca� on rentals, 
owners, other property management 
companies, and also outsourcing cer-
tain roles in our property, whether it be 
transporta� on, cleaning services, book-
ings and so on. 
“A lot of people tend to lose business 
because they don’t know that they can 
off er addi� onal ameni� es that the hotel 
would off er. You don’t have a recep� on-
ist at the front, but when you partner 
with organiza� ons such as Angel Host, 
and you have a guest 1 or 2 0’clock (a.m.) 
that is complaining about an issue and 
you are in bed asleep, you have some-
body else working around the clock that 
can respond to emergencies or assis� ng 
(guests) with entering the property…that 
goes a long way,” he said.

Eduardo Mandri, Co-founder and Chief Operating 
Offi  cer for Angel Host. Robert Been Jr. (left), one of the vacation rental owners, who attended the Angel Host Forum evokes 

laughter from his fellow panelists Veronique Lalonde, COO of Angel Host (centre) and Kaizer Woods, also 
a vacation rental owner.
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ALMI Christmas Production
On December 10, the Abundant Life Ministries 
Interna� onal church held it annual Christmas 
Produc� on on the church grounds. The audi-
ence were treated to poetry, dance, singing, a 
Christmas skit and the Christmas Story, read by 
pastor for the Church, Bishop Coleta Williams III. 
The following are photo highlight of the event.
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 Wymara Resort and Villas has announced a 
partnership with the Turks and Caicos Reef 
Fund, which will provide an avenue for its valued 
guests to contribute to the preserva� on eff orts 
of the island’s reef system - the third largest in 
the world.
According to a news release from the resort, 
Wymara declared that it is furthering its com-
mitment to environmental sustainability and 
conserva� on. From November 2023, guests of 

Wymara Resort and Villas are being given the 
opportunity to donate $2 per night of their stay 
to the TC Reef Fund, an an� cipated annual con-
tribu� on of $50,000.
 The TC Reef Fund is a non-governmental or-
ganiza� on whose primary focus is the protec-
� on of the ecosystem around the islands. Since 
2010, the organiza� on has worked � relessly to 
preserve, protect, and restore the marine envi-
ronment of the Turks and Caicos Islands through 

educa� on, research, advocacy, and inclusion.
 “We are grateful for the team at Wymara who 
have joined other resorts and companies in sup-
por� ng our conserva� on eff orts. It takes a village 
to create tangible and equitable change for the 
be� er and we are so thankful that Wymara has 
joined ours,” commented Alizee Zimmermann, 
Execu� ve Director of the Turks and Caicos Reef 
Fund.
 “Wymara is proud to facilitate such a sizable 
contribu� on toward the conserva� on of the 
reef, ensuring that future visitors and residents 
alike will be able to enjoy the ‘Beau� ful by Na-
ture’ reefs and beaches that are synonymous 
with the Turks and Caicos experience,” says Shel-
ley Rincon, Chief Execu� ve Offi  cer at Wymara 
Resort + Villas. She con� nued “It is important for 
all of us to play our part and Wymara is leading 
the charge, ensuring that our guests are educat-
ed about the importance of the reef and take an 
ac� ve role in its protec� on”.
Wymara Resort + Villas’ sustainability program 
was launched offi  cially early 2021 and has includ-
ed elimina� ng the use of all single use plas� cs 
and introducing environmentally friendly, cru-
elty-free products in all areas of the opera� on. 
Wymara Resort and Villas says it is commi� ed to 
giving back to the Turks and Caicos Islands.

The Offi  ce of the Deputy Governor has an-
nounced the appointment of Ms. Kenya Jones 
as the Deputy Director of the Environmen-
tal Health Department within the Ministry of 
Health and Human Services.
 Ms. Jones’ academic journey led her to excel 
in the fi eld of Environmental Science with Busi-
ness Management, culmina� ng in her Bachelor 
of Science degree from Queen Mary University 
of London. She furthered her exper� se by com-
ple� ng postgraduate studies in Water & Waste 

Engineering at the University of Loughborough 
in the UK.
 Her professional trajectory began in the private 
sector, where she spent fi ve years at the Grand 
Turk Cruise Center, star� ng as the Assistant 
HESS (Health, Environment, Safety, and Sustain-
ability) Manager. Recognized for her excep� onal 
skills and dedica� on, she ascended to the role 
of HESS Manager. Her forte lies in ensuring envi-
ronmental compliance and upholding stringent 
health and safety standards, marking her com-
mitment to preserving environmental integrity 
while priori� zing public health.
 Beyond her professional endeavors, Ms. Jones 
demonstrates a profound commitment to com-
munity service. As an ac� ve member of the 
Rotaract Club of Grand Turk, she has served in 
various capaci� es, including Community Service 
Director, Treasurer, and President.
 Expressing humility and gra� tude for the op-
portunity to serve in the Turks and Caicos Is-
lands Public Service, Ms. Jones a� ributes her 
success to the support of her family, friends, 
and church community:
 “I am humbled and grateful to God for this 
opportunity to serve within the Turks and Ca-
icos Islands Public Service as the Deputy Chief 
Environmental Health Offi  cer (Providenciales). 
I would like to express gra� tude to my family, 
friends and church family for their con� nued 

support.
In approaching my new role, I am guided by 
Colossians 3:23, “and whatsoever ye do, do it 
hear� ly, as to the Lord, and not unto men”. I am 
excited to do my best in this posi� on and make 
a posi� ve impact. I eagerly an� cipate playing a 
part in furthering the Environment Health De-
partment’s mission, which is to safeguard and 
improve the health and well-being of the peo-
ple of the Turks and Caicos Islands.”
 Deputy Governor and Head of the Turks and Ca-
icos Islands Public Service Her Excellency Anya 
Williams in extending congratulatory remarks to 
Ms. Jones stated:
“It gives me great pleasure to offi  cially congrat-
ulate Ms. Kenya Jones on her appointment as 
the new Deputy Director of the Environmental 
Health Department and to welcome her to the 
Turks and Caicos Islands Public Service.
 Ms. Jones, who will be assigned to our Provi-
denciales offi  ce, joins Ms. Crivanne Adams who 
was recently appointed as well to the Grand 
Turk offi  ce, as our two new depu� es in the Envi-
ronmental Health Department.  
 She brings with her a strong educa� onal back-
ground, a wealth of experience and we are cer-
tain will be an asset to this department.
I wish her well in her new role and hope that 
she has a most produc� ve and rewarding public 
service career.

Kenya Jones Appointed Deputy Director of 
Environmental Health Department

Wymara Resort + Villas Announces Partnership with 
Turks and Caicos Reef Fund

Robert Been Jr. (left), one of the vacation rental 
owners, who attended the Angel Host Forum evokes 
laughter from his fellow panelists 
Veronique Lalonde, COO of Angel Host (centre) and 
Kaizer Woods, also a vacation rental owner.

L-R: Elisha Jennings, Director of Owner Relations - Wymara; Shelley Rincon, Chief Executive Offi  cer – 
Wymara; Alizee Zimmermann, Executive Director – TC Reef Fund; and Laureen Debrosse, Director of 
Operations – Wymara.
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Looking for a worshipping house to praise God and fellowship with members of the body of Christ, here is a list of some of the available sanctuaries you can attend 
throughout the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Editor’s Note: If your Ministry is not listed and/or 
you would like for it to be part of the 
NEWSLINETCI Church Diary, 
contact us at:contact@newslinetci.com

One Nation Empowerment Center 
Church Ministry, Suite #12 Alliance 
Business Center, Princess Drive, Grace Bay, 
Providenciales. Tel: (649) 244-6194. 
Email: apostleyoung1952@yahoo.com.

Touch of Love Ministries International 
Center
Industrial Park, Five Cays, Providenciales
Tel: 941-4903 Fax: 941-7731

Christ is the Answer Ministry, 
George Alley Off Aviation Drive, 
Providenciales
Tel: 241-8030

Anglican Church Rectory Grant 
Turk,
Front Street, Grand Turk     Tel:946-2289

Bethany Baptist Church,
Blue Hills, Providenciales 
Tel:941-4803 / 941-5632 / 941-5118

Church of God of Prophesy,
Lower Bight, Providenciales
Tel: 941-8854

Bible Study Ministries, Grand Turk 
Tel:946-1866

Calvary Baptist Church, 
South Caicos
Tel:946-3212

Church of God of Prophesy, 
Providenciales    Tel:941-3438

Abundant Life Ministries International
P.O. Box 696 Christian City, Leeward 
Highway, Providenciales
Tel:941-941-4750    Fax: 941-4755

Roman Catholic Church, 
Providenciales,  Tel: 941-5136

Faith Tabernacle Church of God, 
Providenciales,  Tel:946-4073

New Testament Church of God 
Orea Alley 
P.O. Box 495 Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-1255
 Airport Road, South Caicos     
Tel:231-2402

New Beginning Harvest Ministry, 
Pond Street, Grand Turk      Tel:946-1759

Mount Mariah Baptist Church, 
Conch Bar Middle Caicos   Tel:946-6205

New Testament Church of God, 
Orea Alley, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2175

New Testament Church of God, 
South Caicos  Tel:946-3631

Methodist Church, 
Grand Turk  Tel:946-2352

Healing Waters Ministries, 
Blue Hills Providenciales  Tel: 941-5867

House of Prayer Church of God, 
Long Bay Road Providenciales  Tel: 941-8309

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Darrell Road, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2727

St. Monica’s Anglican Church 
P.O. Box 866 Cheshire Hall Providenciales
Tel: 946-4046
Fax:946-4046;941-8499
Turks and Caicos Mission of Seventh 
Day Adventists,
P.O. Box 803, Providenciales

Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-4075; 941-4223; 941-3596

United Pentecostal Church,
Brown’s Plaza, Leeward Highway, 
Providenciales       Tel: 956-5852

Paradise Baptist Church,
Five Cays, Providenciale
Tel:941-4349

Revival Faith Center, 
North Backsalina, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2349

Salem Baptist Church, 
Mission Folly, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2565

Solid Rock Apostolic Ministries 
International, 
Discovery Bay Providenciales 
Tel: 946-5181

This week on Newsline Fea-
tured Church, we shine the 
spotlight on the Church of 
God of Prophecy, located in 
Blue Hills, Providenciales. 
The church is led by pastor 
Andrew Stone. There are at 
least six opportuni� es for 
worship during the week. 
On Sunday at 9:30a.m. is 
Sunday School. On Sun-
day 11a.m. is Divine Sun-
day Morning Service. On 
Sunday at 7:30p.m. is Eve-
ning Service. On Tuesday at 
7:30p.m. is Prayer Mee� ng. 
On Wednesday at 7:30pm 
is Bible Study, and on Friday 
at 7:30pm is Youth Ministry. 
For further about any of the 
worship opportuni� es, con-
tact 1 649-941-3438.

Life line Church Directory

Featured Church
LIFELINE

Church of God of 
Prophecy, Blue Hills
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Legislation will help to stabilise TCI Energy 
Cost – Utilities Commissioner

The Energy and U� li� es Department (EUD) of 
the Turks and Caicos Islands, today reminds the 
public that the comprehensive Renewable En-
ergy Legisla� on is currently before the House 
of Assembly and that the Legisla� on not only 
addresses the exis� ng challenges posed by fuel 
price vola� lity but also lays the founda� on for a 
sustainable and resilient energy future for the 
TCI.
In a recent press release, For� sTCI cited global 
factors such as produc� on cuts and increased 
demand for fuel, leading to a surge in market 
prices. The EUD acknowledging these challeng-
es thanks our power supplier for its proac� vity 
when it comes to informing consumers of any 
changes in the cost of electricity.  Further, the 
Government of Turks and Caicos wants resi-
dents and guests to know that it is commi� ed 
to taking proac� ve measures that will transform 
the energy landscape through robust Renew-
able Energy Legisla� on. 
In that vein, Delano Arthur, the new Energy and 
U� li� es Commissioner looks forward to working 
with For� sTCI in the upcoming days to fi nd in-
nova� ve and collabora� ve solu� ons to reduce 
the cost of Fuel and Energy in the Turks and Ca-
icos Islands.  This ini� a� ve aims to not only mit-
igate the impact of vola� le fuel prices but also 
secures a sustainable, reliable and aff ordable 
energy future for all of us.
Key components of the Renewable Energy Leg-
isla� on include:
Integrated Resource Plans: A formal planning 
process to priori� se renewable energy in ad-

dressing evolving energy needs.
Compe� � ve Tendering Process: Govern-
ment-run ini� a� ves to promote healthy renew-
able energy compe� � on, achieve low-cost ener-
gy, and meet Paris Agreement goals.
Administra� ve and Regulatory Measures: Es-
tablishing clear processes and responsibili� es 
for all players who are in the renewable energy 
market.
Licensing and Safety Standards: Comprehensive 
licensing provisions to ensure accountability and 
safety standards for renewable energy systems.
Net Billing Program: Allowing building owners to 
self-generate and sell surplus electricity back to 
the grid.
The Renewable Energy Legisla� on serves as a 
mi� ga� on against vola� le fuel prices. By tran-
si� oning to cleaner energy sources and foster-
ing a diverse renewable energy infrastructure, 
these Islands aim to reduce dependency on 
fossil fuels. The compe� � ve tendering process 
introduced in the legisla� on ensures the selec-
� on of the most cost-eff ec� ve renewable ener-
gy solu� ons, contribu� ng to energy aff ordability 
and stability.
As the Islands invest in renewable energy, the 
increased share of clean, locally produced elec-
tricity provides a stable alterna� ve to fl uctuat-
ing fuel prices. The Net Billing Programme fur-
ther incen� vises distributed energy genera� on, 
off ering a predictable path for building owners 
to contribute to the grid and receive compen-
sa� on, thus reducing reliance on tradi� onal fuel 
sources.

that adds a touch of sophis� ca� on to your out-
door movie night.
State-of-the-Art Sound System: Experience 
impeccable audio quality with state-of-the-art 
sound system, delivering crystal-clear sound 
that enhances every cinema� c moment.
Enchan� ng Bubble Blower: Elevate the am-
biance and add a touch of magic to the night 
with enchan� ng bubble blower, crea� ng a 
whimsical atmosphere for all to enjoy.
High-Defi ni� on Projector: Witness stunning 
visuals with high-defi ni� on projector, bringing 
movies to life under the starlit sky for an unfor-
ge� able cinema� c experience.
Professional Setup and Tear-Down Services:
Enjoy the epitome of convenience with profes-
sional setup and tear-down services, allowing 
you to relax and relish in a stress-free and un-
forge� able movie night with your cherished 
companions.

Island Dream Fantasies, the epitome of out-
door cinema� c luxury, invites everyone to a 
magical evening under the stars at The Salva-
� on Army Church grounds on Friday, January 5, 
2024, star� ng at 4:00 pm on Leeward Highway, 
Providenciales.
 This exclusive event promises an unparalleled 
cinema� c experience while suppor� ng the 
commendable eff orts of The Salva� on Army in 
the community.
Patrons will be given the opportunity to in-
dulge in the following lavish features during 
this enchan� ng evening:
Weather-Resistant Infl atable Screen: Im-
merse yourself in the world of cinema with 
robust and weather-resistant infl atable screen, 
ensuring a seamless viewing experience re-
gardless of the elements.
Opulent Green Grass Backdrop: Bask in the 
elegance of an opulent green grass backdrop 

Island Dream Fantasies is commi� ed to cra� -
ing a cinema� c masterpiece, ensuring every 
technical detail is seamlessly handled for an 
enchan� ng and entertaining event that tran-
scends ordinary movie nights. But this event 
is not just about luxury and entertainment; it’s 
about making a posi� ve impact in our commu-
nity.
Join us in Suppor� ng The Salva� on Army:
The collec� ve goal for this evening is to raise 
funds to support and encourage the remark-
able eff orts of The Salva� on Army in the com-
munity. 
“We extend a warm invita� on to families to 
come out and enjoy the movie. Your presence 
and support are key to making this event a suc-
cess and showcasing our community’s spirit,” 
the organisers said in a news release.
For those who wish to RSVP, the contact num-
ber is 1649342-7639.

Island Dream Fantasies Presents an Extravagant 
Outdoor Movie Night for a Cause

Delano Arthur, the new Energy and Utilities 
Commissioner
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Alen Francois, Robert Siffrard and Gregory Theodore 
Rock House Resort’s inaugural Top Employees

Alen Francois, Robert Siff rard and Greg-
ory Theodore have we voted top per-
formers at The Rock House Resort’s 
inaugural Employee and Leader of the 
Year award, held on Wednesday, De-
cember 13 on the grounds of the prop-
erty.
Alen Francois, the Assistant Housekeep-
ing Manager was voted Leader of the 
Year. Other nominees for that category 
were Darius Coakley, Gregory Simpson 
and Widlin Tima.
 Siff rard, the Pool & Beach Supervisor, 
walked away with the Front of House 
employee of the year award. Other 
nominees in that category were Jeph 
Alce, Junior Telesma, Tiff any Tate, Ber-
landie Dormevil, Kiandre Fulford, and 
Vaughn Forbes. 
Theodore, the Lead Technician for the 
property, took home the Back of House 
Employee of the Year Award. The other 
nominees in that category were Dilex 
Benjamin, Elizabeth Aracena, Francois 
Garcovil, Jhon Dorismond and Jean 
Claudius. 
Among the prizes that all three received 
were a New York Trip and hotel accom-
moda� on with spending money. The 
Leader of the Year also won a stay at a 
local resort.
There was also a category called ‘Race 
for the Gold.’ The prize in that sector 
was given to the employee with the 
most Trip Advisor men� ons and was 
won by Jonathan Jean. He received 53 
men� ons on Trip advisor.
Celianaise Forbes, Human Resources 
Director for Rock House, told the media 
that the staff  have been excep� on over 
the 12 months that the resort was open. 
She noted that based on the exemplary 
performance of the staff  in general, it 
would only be fi �  ng to allow them to 
know that they were being appreciated. 
“It is very important to recognize our 
team. At Grace Bay Resorts, our num-
ber one pillar is outstanding employees 
delivering excep� onal Service. And as 
such, at the end of the year it is always 
a great � me to recognize all of our em-
ployees for their outstanding service 
day in and day out, and we are super 
proud of their accomplishments and 
their achievements throughout the 
year and for their consistent hard work 
as well,” she said.

Theo Rock (left), Director of Engineering presenting the Back of House Employee of the Year Award to 
Gregory Theodore, while sharing in the moment is Celianaise Forbes, Human Resources Director for The 
Rock House.

Franck Chantoiseau (right), Resort Manager for Rock House and Almando Rigby (left), Director of Rooms, 
presents Alen Francois - the Assistant Housekeeping Manager – with the Leader of the Year Award.

Robert Siff rard (centre), Pool & Beach Supervisor is all smiles as he accepts his prizes for Front of House 
Employee of the Year at the Rock House Resort, from Woodens Corvil (left) and Celianaise Forbes, Di-
rector of HR.
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TCIG Hosts National Cyber Risk 
Assessment Workshop

fully supports a na� onal approach to cyber 
security. The Minister, whose responsibility 
includes TCI’s technology and innova� on, 
added, “As the Turks and Caicos Islands con-
� nue to grow as a global hub for tourism 
(and fi nance in the future), the need for a 
robust, na� onal cyber security strategic plan 
has never been more paramount.”
The workshop saw representa� on from vari-
ous cri� cal IT sectors, both government and 
private: Banking, Tourism, Na� onal Security 
& Emergency Services, Health, U� li� es & 
Fuel, Telecommunica� ons, Private Securi-
ty and Transporta� on, and emphasised the 
need for a robust cyber community amongst 
all stakeholders, with con� nued engage-
ment aimed at building the envisioned na-
� onal cyber security posture.
This assessment is the fi rst phase in a series 
of ini� a� ves towards building a cyber-safe 
TCI.

In a proac� ve approach to cyber security on 
a na� onal level, the TCI Government, in col-
labora� on with the UK Government, hosted 
a Na� onal Cyber Risk Assessment (NCRA) 
Workshop on Wednesday, 6th December 
2023, at the Shore Club in Providenciales.
Acknowledging the ever-changing nature of 
the global cyber threat landscape, TCIG rec-
ognises the impera� ve of sector awareness 
to ensure that TCI keeps pace with advance-
ments, ensuring the compa� bility and pro-
tec� on of vital systems.
The objec� ve of this workshop was to es-
tablish a founda� on for understanding the 
current cyber risk environment in TCI and 
defi ne the parameters for char� ng TCI’s na-
� onal cyber security reposi� oning in line 
with future na� onal aspira� ons.
The Honourable Deputy Premier and Minis-
ter of Finance, E.J Saunders, delivered the 
Keynote address, assuring that the TCIG Deputy Premier Hon. E. Jay Saunders

Participants of the National Cyber Risk 
Assessment Workshop
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ly 60 per cent do not eat any eggs, dairy, fi sh or 
meat.
As children grow older, their exposure to un-
healthy food becomes alarming, driven largely 
by inappropriate marke� ng and adver� sing, the 
abundance of ultra-processed foods in ci� es, 
but also in remote areas, and increasing access 
to fast food and highly sweetened beverages.
For example, the report shows that 42 per cent 
of school-going adolescents in low- and mid-
dle-income countries consume carbonated, 
sugary so�  drinks at least once a day and 46 per 
cent eat fast food at least once a week. Those 
rates go up to 62 per cent and 49 per cent, re-
spec� vely, for adolescents in high-income coun-
tries.
As a result, overweight and obesity levels in 
childhood and adolescence are increasing 
worldwide. From 2000 to 2016, the propor� on 
of overweight children between fi ve and 19 
years of age doubled from one in 10 to almost 
one in fi ve. Ten � mes more girls and 12 � mes 
more boys in this age group suff er from obesity 
today than in 1975.
Children who are poorly nourished tend to have 
weaker immune systems, which increases their 
chances of illness. They are more likely to de-
velop certain long-term health problems. These 
include:
• Bone thinning (osteoporosis) in later life;
• Heart and blood vessel (cardiovascular) dis-
eases. Ea� ng foods high in fat, sugar, and salt as 

Health risks of unhealthy eating habits

CHILDREN WITH poor ea� ng habits do not get 
the right amounts of nutrients they need for 
healthy growth and development. Children’s 
food preferences and ea� ng habits are formed 
early in life, and the � me that they spend in 
their early years provides an ideal opportunity 
to shape healthy behaviours.
It is evident that young children’s diets are pro-
viding more energy than they need, and con-
sump� on of fruit, vegetables, oily fi sh and fi bre 
are s� ll lower than recommenda� ons.
Children who are overweight or obese in child-
hood are more likely to become obese adults; 
this o� en leads to long-term health issues, in-
cluding heart disease, type 2 diabetes and some 
cancers
A UNICEF report, The State of the World’s Chil-
dren 2019, found that at least one in three chil-
dren under fi ve, or over 200 million, is either 
undernourished or overweight. Almost two in 
three children between six months and two 
years of age are not fed food that supports their 
rapidly growing bodies and brains. This puts 
them at risk of poor brain development, weak 
learning, low immunity, increased infec� ons 
and, in many cases, death.
As children begin transi� oning to so�  or solid 
foods around the six-month mark, too many are 
introduced to the wrong kind of diet, according 
to the report. Worldwide, close to 45 per cent 
of children between six months and two years 
of age are not fed any fruits or vegetables. Near-

a child can increase the risk of high cholesterol, 
high blood pressure, and hardening of the ar-
teries (atherosclerosis) in adulthood;
• Type 2 diabetes. In children, this disease is 
linked to being overweight, being physically in-
ac� ve, and having a family history of type 2 di-
abetes;
• Certain breathing problems, such as asthma in 
children who are overweight.
Being overweight puts children at risk for:
• Liver problems;
• Problems with bone growth in the legs or hip 
development;
• Gallstones;
• Early puberty;
• Polycys� c ovary syndrome. This is a hormone 
imbalance that can cause problems with a girl’s 
periods and other health problems.
According to Dr Rivane Chybar-Virgo, medical 
doctor and health and wellness coach, to im-
prove children’s nutri� onal status, especially in 
early childhood, both the child’s rela� onships 
with their caregivers and the provision of a suit-
able environment around them are important.
“Youth have diverse calorie and nutrient needs 
based on age and pa� erns of growth, develop-
ment, and physical ac� vity. As guardians and 
health professionals support children to incor-
porate healthy ea� ng strategies at home, it is 
important to reinforce the impact of early di-
etary behaviours on future life stages,” Dr Chy-
bar-Virgo said.
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la’s history comes weeks a� er the White House agreed 
to suspend some sanc� ons, following a commitment by 
Maduro to work toward free and fair condi� ons for the 
2024 presiden� al elec� on.
The release of Alex Saab, a Maduro associate long regard-
ed as a criminal trophy by Washington, is a signifi cant 
concession to the Venezuelan leader.
US offi  cials said the decision to grant him clemency was 
diffi  cult but essen� al in order to bring home jailed Amer-
icans, a core administra� ve objec� ve that in recent years 
has resulted in the release of criminals who have once 
been seen as untradeable.

The couple knelt in front of Canon Andrew Dotchin, 
who held their heads as he gave “thanks for Cather-
ine and Jane, to the love and friendship they share, 
and their commitment to one another as they come 
before you on this day.”
The church’s na� onal assembly voted in February to 
allow clergy to bless the unions of same-sex couples 
who have had civil weddings or partnerships. The 
words used for the blessings, known as prayers of 
love and faith, were approved by the church’s House 

US, Venezuela swap prisoners

Church of England blesses same-sex couples for 
the fi rst time, but they still can’t wed in church

The United States freed a close ally of Venezuelan Pres-
ident Nicolás Maduro in exchange for the release of 10 
Americans imprisoned in the South American country 
and the return of a fugi� ve defence contractor known as 
“Fat Leonard” who is at the centre of a massive Penta-
gon bribery scandal, the Biden administra� on announced 
Wednesday.
The deal represents the Biden administra� on’s boldest 
move yet to improve rela� ons with the major oil-pro-
ducing na� on and extract concessions from the self-pro-
claimed socialist leader.
The largest release of American prisoners in Venezue-

LONDON (AP) — Church of England priests off ered 
offi  cially sanc� oned blessings of same-sex partner-
ships for the fi rst � me on Sunday, though a ban on 
church weddings for gay couples remains in place 
amid deep divisions within global Anglicanism over 
marriage and sexuality.
In one of the fi rst ceremonies, the Reverend Cather-
ine Bond and the Rev. Jane Pearce had their union 
blessed at St John the Bap� st church, in Felixstowe, 
eastern England, where both are associate priests.

The 10 Americans released include six who have been 
designated by the US government as wrongfully detained.
“These individuals have lost far too much precious � me 
with their loved ones, and their families have suff ered ev-
ery day in their absence. I am grateful that their ordeal is 
fi nally over,” President Joe Biden said in a statement.
The agreement also resulted in the return to US custo-
dy of Leonard Glenn Francis, the Malaysian owner of a 
ship-servicing company who is the central character in 
one of the largest bribery scandals in Pentagon history.
But the exchange, a major US concession, angered many 
hard-liners in the Venezuelan opposi� on who have crit-
icised the White House for standing by as Maduro has 
repeatedly outmanoeuvred Washington a� er the Trump 
administra� on’s campaign to topple him failed.
In October, the White House eased sanc� ons on Venezu-
ela’s oil industry following promises by Maduro that he 
would level the playing fi eld for the2024 elec� on, when 
he’s looking to add six years to his decade-long, crisis-rid-
den rule.
A November 30 deadline has passed and so far Maduro 
has failed to reverse a ban blocking his chief opponent, 
María Corina Machado, from running for offi  ce.
Biden told reporters earlier in the day that, so far, Maduro 
appeared to be “keeping his commitment on a free elec-
� on.” Republicans, echoing the sen� ment of many in the 
US-backed opposi� on, said Saab’s release would only em-
bolden Maduro to con� nue down an authoritarian path.
“Disgraceful decision,” Republican Senator Marco Rubio 
of Florida, chairman of the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee, posted on X, the social media pla� orm formerly 
known as Twi� er.
The US sanc� ons remain suspended as part of the deal 
announced Wednesday.
It also requires Maduro’s government to release 21 Ven-
ezuelans, including Roberto Abdul, who co-founded a 
pro-democracy group with Machado more than two de-
cades ago, and dismiss three arrest warrants.

of Bishops on Tuesday and used for the fi rst � me on 
Sunday.
The compromise was struck following fi ve years of 
discussions about the church’s posi� on on sexuality. 
Church leaders off ered an apology for the church’s 
failure to welcome LGBTQ people, but also endorsed 
the doctrine that marriage is the union of one man 
and one woman. Clergy won’t be required to per-
form same-sex blessings if they disagree with them.
The blessings can be used in regular church services. 
The church’s governing body has also drawn up a 
plan for separate “services of prayer and dedica� on” 
for same-sex couples that would resemble wed-
dings, but it has not yet been formally approved.
Public opinion surveys consistently show that a ma-
jority of people in England support same-sex mar-
riage, which has been legal since 2013. The church 
didn’t alter its teaching on marriage when the law 
changed.
Archbishop of Canterbury Jus� n Welby has said 
he won’t personally bless any same-sex couples 
because it’s his job to unify the world’s 85 million 
Anglicans. Welby is the spiritual leader of both the 
Church of England and the global Anglican Commu-
nion of which it is a member.
Several Anglican bishops from Africa, Asia, La� n 
America and the Pacifi c said a� er the February de-
cision that they no longer recognise Welby as their 
leader.

Venezuelan President Maduro, right, receives Alex Saab at Mirafl ores presidential palace in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Wednesday, December 20, 2023. The United States freed Saab, who was arrested on a US 
warrant for money laundering in 2020, in exchange for the release of 10 Americans imprisoned in Venezu-
ela, US offi  cials said Wednesday.

Reverend Catherine Bond, left, and Reverend Jane Pearce react after being blessed at St John the Baptist 
Church, in Felixstowe, after the use of prayers of blessing for same-sex couples in Church of England ser-
vices were approved by the House of Bishops, in Suff olk, England, Sunday, December 17, 2023. Known 
as prayers of love and faith, the blessings can be used as part of regular services from Sunday, after they 
were approved by the House of Bishops just days earlier. (Joe Giddens/PA via AP)
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Joseph, Powell land lucrative contracts

Jamaican ‘Poppy’ Thomas inducted 
in athletics hall of fame

Fast bowler Alzarri Joseph fetched a record 
million-dollar deal while his Twenty20 Captain 
Rovman Powell also picked up a lucra� ve con-
tract, to be among four West Indies players sold 

JAMAICAN Victor “Poppy” Thomas was on Tues-

in the Indian Premier League auc� on here Tues-
day.
The 27-year-old Joseph, who has made 115 
interna� onal appearances across all three for-
mats, was bought by Royal Challengers Banga-
lore (RCB) for US$1.3 million following a bidding 
war with Chennai Super Kings, Delhi Capitals, 
and Lucknow Super Giants.
Powell, appointed to lead the regional side 
earlier this year, was the fi rst player sold in the 
auc� on when he was snapped up by Rajasthan 
Royals for US$892,000 following a tussle with 
Kolkata Knight Riders over his services.
The 30-year-old right-hander is currently lead-
ing West Indies in the fourth T20 Interna� onal 
against England at Brian Lara Cricket Academy 
in Trinidad.
Powell and Joseph were joined by West Indies 
One-Day Interna� onal Captain Shai Hope and 
le� -hander Sherfane Rutherford, who also 
found success in the auc� on.
Hope, an elegant, 30-year-old right-hander, was 
bought by Delhi Capitals for US$90,000 in his 
fi rst-ever IPL deal, while Rutherford heads to 
Kolkata Knight Riders for US$181,000.
Surprisingly, there were no deals for leading 
West Indies all-rounder Jason Holder who fea-
tured last season for Rajasthan Royals, taking 
four wickets in eight matches, while the likes of 
le� -arm spinner Akeal Hosein and all-rounders 
Keemo Paul and Odean Smith also went unsold.
Joseph’s deal came as a surprise, especially af-

day inducted into the US Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Associa� on (USTFCCCA) Hall 
of Fame at their annual conven� on held in Den-
ver, Colorado.
Thomas, who has been the head coach at Lin-
coln University in Missouri for over 22 years, 
was one of six coaches inducted into the hall of 
fame that started in 1995 and which “recognis-
es coaches who have brought great dis� nc� on 
to themselves, to their ins� tu� ons, and to the 
sports of cross-country and track and fi eld”.
“This year’s class increases the number of all-
� me inductees to 223 coaches from the club, 
high school, and collegiate ranks,” the USTFC-
CCA website said.
Thomas is the fi rst Jamaican to get the honour.
The former coach at St Andrew Technical led 
Lincoln to 14 na� onal team � tles in NCAA Di-
vision II women’s track and fi eld as well as to 
more than 140 individual na� onal � tles and 950 
All-America honours.
“Whether it is athle� cally or academically, 
Thomas has had plenty of opportuni� es to cele-
brate. Since taking over the men’s and women’s 
track & fi eld programmes at Lincoln in 2002 at 
least one of his squads has fi nished in the top 

ter the six-foot, foot-inch An� guan entered the 
auc� on at a base price of US$120,000.
However, once bidding began his price climbed 
rapidly before RCB fi nally clinched the deal, Jo-
seph going as the second most expensive West 
Indian in an IPL auc� on, following Nicholas 
Pooran’s US$1.9-million deal in 2022.
“He’s got lots of a� ributes and strengths that 
we’re excited about,” said RCB’s Director of 
Cricket Mo Bobat.
Joseph has previously turned out for Mumbai 
Indians and Gujarat Titans, the la� er for whom 
he took seven wickets in as many games for last 
season.
Powell, meanwhile, found his services in demand 
and this eventually boosted his US$120,000 
base price.
The right-hander, who has played 66 T20 Inter-
na� onals and 51 One-Day Interna� onals, will 
now turn out for his third franchise in as many 
seasons a� er represen� ng KKR in 2023 and 
Capitals last year.
“When we did our sweep of the spots available, 
Rovman Powell was the highest-ranked player 
for the spot we had in terms of our ba�  ng line-
up,” said Royals’ Director of Cricket Kumar San-
gakkara.
Powell joins West Indies teammate Shimron 
Hetmyer who had been retained by the fran-
chise.
The IPL is expected to bowl off  in March next 
year.

10 at the NCAA DII Championships indoors or 
outdoors — every year but one,” the site said. 
“The lone excep� on being 2020, a year whose 
na� onal track & fi eld championships were not 
held due to the COVID-19 pandemic.”
Among his list of achievements, Thomas’s 
charges at Lincoln have fi nished in the top 10 
na� onally as a team 66 � mes, with 52 of those 
being in the top fi ve.
His squads have been named USTFCCCA NCAA 
Division II Scholar Team of the Year seven � mes, 
and four athletes — Nandelle Cameron (2008), 
Sedeekie Edie (2016), Ryan Brown (2019) and 
Kizan David (2021) — have earned Scholar Ath-
lete of the Year honours.
Thomas — who has been named USTFCCCA Na-
� onal Coach of the Year six � mes and Region-
al Coach of the Year on 11 occasions, with 11 
conference Coach of the Year honours as well — 
coached for two years at Gardner-Webb, where 
he guided David Lloyd to the NCAA DII crown in 
the 400-metre hurdles.
He has been inducted to the Drake Relays 
(2012) and Missouri Sports (2021) halls of fame, 
the la� er joining his Lincoln track & fi eld pro-
gramme being inducted in 2013.

The 27-year-old Joseph, who has made 115 in-
ternational appearances across all three formats, 
was bought by Royal Challengers Bangalore 
(RCB) for US$1.3 million following a bidding war 
with Chennai Super Kings, Delhi Capitals, and 
Lucknow Super Giants.

Victor “Poppy” Thomas
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National Female Goalkeeper Toast 
of WIS Awards

Na� onal Senior Goalkeeper Eridania Me-
dina Or� z was the toast of the 9th Annual 
Women In Sports Gala and Awards func� on 
held in at the Govcernor’s House on Grand 
Turk last Saturday, December 16.
Six women, including Eridania  were hon-
ored in various Spor� ng disciplines for their 

outstanding contribu� on to the develop-
ment and advancement of Sports in various 
Spor� ng disciplines. 
The young football custodian, who was also 
named Sports Personality of the Quarter, 
was honored for her outstanding skills be-
tween the s� cks during especially interna-
� onal compe� � ons with the TCI Na� onal 
Female Team.
Eridania’s gi� s included a plaque sponsored 
Russell and Associates, a gi�  basket from 
Women in Sports and a gi�  card from Grace-
way IGA.
The Turks and Caicos Islands Football Asso-
cia� on was elated at the awarded bestowed 

on the budding goalkeeper and was happy 
to share on their various social media ac-
counts.
Other individuals honored were Morgan 
Luker and Jill Swann for their role in Swim-
ming; Cora Williams-Gordon and Heath-
er Lightbourne in So� ball; and Gertrude 
Forbes for being a Sports and Youth Ally.
TCI Women in Sports, which is celebra� on 
of 10 years as an organiza� on has been es-
tablished to empower and recognize the 
outstanding achievements of women and 
girls in Sports.  
As always, the night was fi lled with glitz and 
glamour, depic� ng the theme: ‘Christmas in 
Hollywood.’   The evening began with the 
usual Opening Remarks and invoca� on by 
the charisma� c, Nixon Dickenson.  
 President of Women in Sports Ms. Sharon 
Simons welcomed the gathering, remarks 
were brought by Permanent Secretary in the 

First Lady Delthia Russell-Missick (left) congratu-
lates Athlete of the Quarter Eridania Medina Ortiz, 
Senior Women’s National Football Goalkeeper

Honoree Gertrude Forbes accepting her Award 
from President of WIS Sharon Simons

Cora Gordins’ father and daughter accepting on 
her behalf.
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Ministry of Educa� on, Youth and Sports, Mrs. 
Cheryl-Ann Jones, Mrs. Rosalie Ingham-Hall, 
Secretary General of the Commonwealth 
Games Associa� on, Ms. Nandina Hislop, 
Media and Communica� ons Specialist with 
the TCI Sports Commission, Mr. Delano Wil-
liams, TCI’s First Olympian and founder of 
the Delano Williams Founda� on. 
The Eliza Simons Primary School perform a 
Christmas rendi� on that set the Christmas 
mood with the crowd with their dancing and 
singing skills.    
One of the highlights of the evening was 
an insigh� ul and inspiring speech from the 
Guest Speaker, Mrs. Judith Robinson who 
was introduced by WIS long � me member, 
Mrs. Shanta Lewis.    
There were many door prizes given out to 
a� endees, but the most exci� ng was the 

SPORTS

lined-up of women and men vying for best 
dressed male and best dressed female, 
that honor was bestowed on Mrs. Gertrude 
Forbes and Zarek Brian Swann both receiv-
ing gi�  baskets sponsored by Goldsmith.        
The vote of thanks was moved by Mrs. Flor-
ence Jarret, one of Women in Sports Found-
ing Members.
Women in Sports has issued a thank-you to 
the following sponsors and donors for make 
this event another success: TCI Sports Com-
mission; Ministry of Sports; Premier’s Offi  ce 
; Commonwealth Games Associa� on; Dela-
no Williams; Founda� on (DWF); Graceway 
IGA; Fabou� que Fashions; Goldsmith; GQ 
Men’s Wear; Osprey Beach HOTEL; Claudia 
Smith; Fulford Service Sta� on; Carlos Ariza; 
H.J. Robinson Primary School; Eliza Simons 
Primary School; Paradise Events; and Fun-
tas� c Tours and Sally Rampersad.

Jill Swann accepting her award from President 
Sharon Simons

Honoree Morgan Luker accepting her award from 
Founding Member, Rita Gardiner

Honorees Heather Lightbourne accepting from 
Rita Gardiner

Eridania collecting her awards 
from Sharon Simons
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