
www.lbknews.com Friday, November 28, 2025  Page 1

InsideLook

Mercurial car 
causes concern

...page 10

How to recycle 
yourself daily

...page 13

See Party, page 2

Focus on your 
serve and volley

...page 15

Seeing red 
in Australia

...page 5

Kiwanis Lawn Party Roars 
Back on Saturday, Ready to 
Serve Fun, Support for Kids
Get ready for an afternoon 
of local restaurants, wine, 
 and community spirit! 

The annual Lawn Party by the Bay, hosted by the 
Kiwanis Club of Longboat Key, is set to return in 
grand fashion next Saturday, December 6th, at Ken 
Thompson Park on City Island, promising to be one of 
the area’s most vibrant signature events.

This year’s party is generating palpable excitement, 
especially after a necessary hiatus. The event was can-
celed last year due to the impact of Hurricanes Helene 
and Milton, but Kiwanis Club members are thrilled to 
bring it back.

“This year feels different,” said Michael Garey, past 
president of the Kiwanis Club and owner of Lazy 
Lobster. “Everyone seems ready to enjoy themselves, 
and we are happy to bring the event back after last year’s 
hiatus.”

A Feast for a Cause
The dining experience boasts an impressive lineup, 

featuring culinary delights from over 30 area res-
taurants—a testament to the community’s support. 
Attendees will be able to sample fine food, wines, beer, 
and other beverages while enjoying great music and the 
waterfront setting.

Adding to the fun, organizers are bringing back 
favorites like the art sales and, most notably, the 50/50 
Raffle, which event organizers say is where much of the 
day’s excitement is focused.

$$$ The Excitement of the 50/50 Raffle
The Lawn Party’s famed 50/50 Raffle is back and is 

Historic 
Preservation 
Group Names 
Six Sarasota 
Treasures 
‘Too Precious 
to Lose’

In a move reflecting the relentless 
pressure of rapid growth across the 
region, the Sarasota Alliance for 
Historic Preservation (SAHP) offi-
cially released its 2025 “Six to Save” 
list, calling urgent public atten-
tion to threatened landmarks rang-
ing from rare mid-century modern 
homes to vital public infrastructure.

The 2025 list features a broad 
spectrum of Sarasota’s history under 
threat, with five properties located 
within the city limits:

• The Warriner Residence (1677 
Hyde Park St.): Considered a mid-
century modern masterpiece, this 
1960 home was designed by the 
renowned husband-and-wife team, 
Joan and Ken Warriner. The resi-
dence received national recognition 
in Architectural Record Magazine 
in 1961 for its “Good Design on 
a $14,500 Budget.” The house 
remains remarkably intact, but its 
current listing on a large lot makes 
it highly vulnerable to demolition 
for a high-density replacement.

• U.S. Garage Building (330 S. 
Pineapple Ave.): This downtown 
commercial site faces an immedi-
ate threat of being torn down for 
a planned 18-story luxury residen-
tial project, confirming the intense 
development pressure that charac-
terizes the downtown core.

• Lawyers Professional Building 
(2051 Main St.): Another down-
town mid-century modern gem, 
this 1961 building was the first 
commercial project completed by 
architect Frank Folsom Smith after 
he opened his own firm. It is now 
critically exposed to redevelopment 
that typically values height over his-
toric, one-story commercial design.

The Alliance is actively work-
ing with the City to develop a 
Historic Preservation Transfer 
of Development Rights (TDR) 
Program to give private owners an 
economic incentive to protect their 
historic buildings rather than sell 
them for demolition. 

The 2025 “Six to Save” List
• J.B. Turner House, 1225 

Fruitville Road, Sarasota.
• U.S. Garage building, 330 S. 

Pineapple Ave., Sarasota.
• Warriner Residence, 1677 Hyde 

Park St., Sarasota.
• Lawyers Professional Building, 

2051 Main St., Sarasota.
• Luke Wood Park Mable 

Ringling Fountain, 1851 Mound.
• Blackburn Point Swing Bridge, 

Blackburn Point Road, Casey Key/
Osprey.

A massive 96-acre redevelopment 
project poised to transform the site 
of the aging Sarasota Square mall 
into a luxury, experiential destina-
tion has landed its cornerstone ten-
ant: Whole Foods Market.

Torburn Partners has signed a 
lease with the premium grocer to 
anchor the first phase of the ambi-
tious project, officially known as 
Sarasota Square. The overall plan 
entails redeveloping the 1977-vin-
tage indoor mall into what the 
company touts as “a next-genera-
tion, experiential-driven, open-air 
lifestyle destination.”

The redevelopment is a major 
indicator of Sarasota’s strong com-
mercial and residential growth, par-
ticularly in the south county area. 
The property, located at 8201 S. 
Tamiami Trail at the busy intersec-
tion of U.S. 41 and Beneva Road, 
sits near the expansive 10,000-acre 
Palmer Ranch community, an area 
witnessing significant upscale resi-
dential expansion.

New Model for Retail, Living
The new Sarasota Square is 

shaping up to be bigger than ever. With tickets priced at 
$50 each (or 5 for $200), the lucky Grand Prize winner 
is guaranteed a minimum take-home prize of $15,000 
in cash! In the last 50/50, the winner walked away with 
over $22,000, creating massive buzz and supporting 
the cause.

The excitement doesn’t stop with the cash prize. The 
Second Prize is a fabulous getaway: a 3-day, 2-night stay 
for four at a Universal Orlando Resort hotel, plus VIP 
passes to Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure. 
The raffle continues to be one of the most anticipated 
parts of the event, offering high-stakes fun for a worthy 

Retail Powerhouse: Whole Foods 
Anchors Massive $1.2 Billion Mixed-Use 
Revitalization of Sarasota Square Mall

FREEServing Longboat Key, St. Armands, Downtown Sarasota & Anna Maria IslandNovember 28, 2025

“This year feels different,” says Michael 
Garey, past president of the Kiwanis Club.

designed to be a complete lifestyle 
hub, integrating retail, residences, 
and public spaces into a walkable 
community, aligning with the dom-
inant trend in regional develop-
ment.

Overall plans include:
• 530,000 square feet of new 

retail, restaurant, and commercial 
space.

• 1,200 luxury residential units, 
with ground breaking anticipated 
in the first quarter of 2026.

• More than 1 acre of open-air 
gathering space for social events 
and community programming.

• Pedestrian-friendly districts and 
wellness-oriented amenities.

The introduction of Whole 
Foods, occupying 35,828 square 
feet, marks a significant upgrade to 
the area’s grocery options. Torburn 
Managing Director Michael 
Simpson confirmed additional 
leases have been secured, including 
home décor and furniture retailer 
HomeSense (24,214 square feet), 
as well as Charles Schwab and three 
fast-casual restaurants. Leases were 
arranged by Rod Castan and Alyona 

Tsutskova of Metro Commercial 
Real Estate.

Mixed-Use Center Stage
The redevelopment of Sarasota 

Square is the latest and largest 
example of the “prominent trend” 
of mixed-use developments identi-
fied by SVN Commercial Advisory 
Group. These projects are crucial to 
the region’s expansion, integrating 
units, retail, and amenities to foster 
walkable, vibrant neighborhoods.

This focus on integrated develop-
ment mirrors other major region-
al projects, such as Downtown 
Wellen, a mixed-use district within 
the Wellen Park master-planned 
community. That project’s Phase 
Two includes additional retail, 
office space, a 120-key hotel, luxury 
apartments, and public amenities.

The launch of the Sarasota Square 
redevelopment, anchored by Whole 
Foods, confirms the shifting real 
estate landscape in Sarasota—one 
that favors community-focused, 
density-friendly, and experience-
driven destinations over traditional 
closed-door mall formats.
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL!        510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

Tourism from page 1

Party, from page 1

Major Impact for Local Children
While the food and raffle are star attractions, the true heart 

of the Lawn Party is its commitment to charity. All proceeds 
from the event benefit the Children’s Guardian Fund, a vital 
501(c)(3) group dedicated to immediately responding to the 
needs of local children in foster care who have been removed 
from abusive or neglectful homes.

These children often arrive with little more than the clothes 
on their backs. The fund steps in to provide essential, immedi-
ate support—from emergency essentials, cribs, beds, bedding, 
and clothing to ongoing support like tutoring—for 800 to 
1000 children annually, filling gaps not met by state and local 
agencies.

The Kiwanis Club has a powerful track record of support. 
The 2023 Lawn Party generated an incredible $102,150 for 
the nonprofit. Even during the challenging year without the 
party, the club remained committed to their mission, donat-
ing an impressive $50,000 to the Children’s Guardian Fund 
in the spring of 2024.

Community Partners Step Up
The success of the event is bolstered by key community 

partners, notably The Resort at Longboat Key Club, which is 
serving as the main sponsor.

“The resort wanted to be the main sponsor because it aligns 
with the Longboat Key Club’s philosophy of supporting the 
community,” said Managing Director Rick Konsavage.

Mark your calendars for next Saturday afternoon to enjoy a 
signature Longboat Key event that promises great food, excit-
ing prizes, and a powerful way to support the most vulnerable 
children in our area.

Lawn Party by the Bay: Essential Information
The Lawn Party by the Bay takes place on Saturday, December 6, 2025, at Ken Thompson Park on City Island (next to Mote 

Marine). The event runs from noon to 2:30 p.m. It is Longboat Key’s signature food-and-wine fundraiser, organized annually 
by the Kiwanis Club of Longboat Key.

The Cause
Proceeds from the event benefit the Children’s Guardian Fund, a nonprofit that supports over 700 foster children in Sarasota, 

Manatee, and DeSoto counties. The fund provides children who have been removed from unsuitable homes with emergency 
essentials, tutoring, and crucial enrichment opportunities to help them achieve normalcy and academic success.

General Admission
A $75 ticket includes access to signature samplings from over 30 area restaurants, six curated wine tents, beer from Gold 

Coast Eagle, and live music throughout the afternoon. Tickets and raffle entries can be purchased online at LBKLawnParty.org.

Reserved Tables
Guests can choose from two reserved table options located inside the Main Tent. A Neighborhood Table is $675, which 

reserves a table for 10 in the Main Tent, saving $75 off the cost of ten individual tickets. The Patron Table is $1,000, offering a 
round table for 10 with VIP seating, name recognition on the table, on a sponsor banner, and in the official printed program.

The 50/50 Raffle
The event features a major 50/50 Raffle. Tickets are $50 each, or 5 for $200. The Grand Prize is a guaranteed minimum of 

$15,000, though the winner of the last 50/50 took home over $22,000. The Second Prize is a 3-day, 2-night stay for four at 
one of six Universal Orlando Resort hotels, plus VIP passes to Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure. You do not need to 
attend the party to participate in the raffle.

Participating Restaurants
Attendees will enjoy signature bites from over 30 of the area’s best establishments, including:
Alma de España, Blue Dolphin Cafe, Café on St. Armands, Columbia Restaurant, Crab & Fin, Daiquiri Deck St. Armands 

Circle, Drift Kitchen & Bar, Dry Dock Waterfront Grill, Food+Beer, Gecko’s Grill & Pub, Harry’s Continental Kitchens, Island 
Time Bar & Grill, Kacey’s Seafood & More, La Norma Italian Restaurant, Lazy Lobster of Longboat, Lo’ Key Island Grille, 
Longboat Key Fire Rescue, Mean Deans Local Kitchen, Ocean Prime, Old Salty Dog, Pascone’s Ristorante, Pesto, Poppo’s 
Taqueria, The Resort at Longboat Key Club, Ringside at Cirque, Sara’s Italian Kitchen, Stonewood Grill & Tavern, Tsunami 
Sushi, Tyler’s Gourmet Ice Cream, Ventura’s Italian Kitchen & Wine Bar, Viento Kitchen.
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Live in Your Home’s Best Light

CALL FOR A FREE QOUTE —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

Bringles Blinds provides aff ordable blinds, shutt ers, shades, 
and master installati on services to the Longboat Key, 

Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

*Off er valid with minimum purchase of three

SALE! $500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutt ers & Shades

Longboat residents 
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

See Letters, page 4

Turtle Disorientation Rate is Down Significantly
To: Editor
As your paper states, the number of turtle nests increased in 2025 to a record number and 

the number of disorientation events also rose to a record, to 716. Dr. Lasala of Mote calls this a 
“new challenge” creating an “urgent need for community action to address this new challenge”. 
He is not telling the whole story. In fact, he should be congratulating the community for 
their commitment and success on behalf of the turtles! Yes, the number of disorientations did 
increase from last year, but only because the number of nests increased by a whopping 31 per-
cent. Disorientations on the other hand increased by barely half of that, 17 percent by Mote’s 
own numbers. Over the past 3 years, the disorientation rate has decreased from 19 percent in 
2023 to 14 percent in 2024 (source: 1/28/25 issue of the Observer) to a record low rate of 11.5 
percent in 2025! This is a fantastic success by the beach communities in the county, showing 
their steady commitment to the turtles. It is sorely disappointing that the community is being 
chastised for the number of disorientations instead of being congratulated for the dramatic and 
significant decrease in the rate of disorientation.   

Eric Lofgren
Longboat Key

GT Alert | Florida House Select Committee on Property 
Taxes | November 20, 2025

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold
Thanks for sharing Penny.  Likely a negotiating move on the House’s part.  We shall see what 

the Senate does with the ball now that it is in their court.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

GT Alert | Florida House Select Committee on Property 
Taxes | November 20, 2025

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold
According to this report, today’s House Select Committee on Property Tax approved and 

moved forward all eight property taxes proposals with plans for each to be included in a ballot 
referendum. Hopefully, the Senate will take a more measured approach to this complex issue. I 
hope citizens will realize that destroying their property tax base will directly impact the quality 
of life they enjoy here in Florida. 

Penny Gold
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Tree in the canal between 3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound
To: Scott Seabaugh
Sorry David - we aren’t involved with ownership behind gates only know canal was dug when 

the Bayou was built and since no seawall was erected on the side near Buttonwood Longview 
has flooded with king tides and storms.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Tree in the canal between 3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Thank you for the detailed information and clarification provided in the emails below. I have 

contacted the Bay Isles Association service provider responsible for the mangrove and waterway 
maintenance. They confirmed that, upon completing their current mangrove project, they will 
address the downed tree referenced in this email thread. I will follow up with them to ensure 
the work is scheduled promptly once they finish their active assignment. If there are any ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Scott Seabaugh
General Manager Bay Isles Association, Inc.
Longboat Key
 

Tree in the canal between 3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop 
I think we can work thru these disconnects.  I’d like to correct one statement though:  the 

Perimeter Channel and the Private Waterways are the domain of Bay Isles Master Association 
with the exception of the Key Club owned sections as denoted on the Property Appraisers map.  
This is clearly documented in the governing documents of Bayou and Bay Isles but had been 
ignored until five years ago.  Since that time, Bay Isles has been trimming the mangroves on 
both sides of the waterways.  Bay Isles is also responsible for the shoreline up to the property 
line of the Bayou homeowner.  One exception: Bayou owners who construct docks in the chan-
nel must maintain the areas of their docks.

To correct the fallen tree issue in the waterway, I will ask Scott Seabaugh of Bay Isles to have 
the tree removed.  This is allowed under the Florida Tree Law.  Compensation for removing 
the tree is another issue and I trust whoever caused the tree to fall will provide reimbursement.

David E. Novak
Longboat Key

Tree in the canal between 3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound 
To: David Novak
David, The Commissioner is correct.  You may want to get Neil involved, he has the back-

story.  We had meeting to discuss the maintenance of that area in July of 2024.  I attached an 
email from back then to help with this understanding. The area highlighted in blue is part of 
Bay Isles responsibility to maintain. 

Charlie Mopps
Public Works Director
Town of Longboat Key
 

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

B R E A K F A S T  •  B R U N C H  •  L U N C H  •  D I N N E R  •  C A T E R I N G  •  G O U R M E T  D E L I  &  B A K E R Y  •  C O R N E R  S T O R E

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6
RESTAURANT & DELI
20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

ON LONGBOAT KEY
BEST BRUNCH

B R E A K F A S T • B R U N C H • L U N C H • D I N N E R • C A T E R I N G • G O U R M E T D E L I & B A K E R Y • C O R N E R S T O R E
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NEW HOURS!
NEW MENU!

Enjoy your favorites all day!
Great food & drinks served continuously.

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 11:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu

11:30 AM – 5:00 PM
All-Day Dinner Menu

11:30 AM – 9:00 PM

CLOSED SUNDAYS

SATURDAY: 1:00 - 9:00 PM
Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu

1:00 – 5:00 PM
All-Day Dinner Menu

1:00 – 9:00 PM

www.LazyLobsterofLongboat.com  |  941-383-0440
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. |  In the Centre Shops

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

941-360-9200941-360-9200Call for a Free Qoute 

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

  Transform Your Interior Space For Less ...
  Now 35% Off  Roller and Solar Screen Shades with Free Cordless option or Save additional $100 Off  Motorization

Letters, from page 3

See Letters, page 6

Editor Letters
Tree in the canal between 3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound

To: David Novak
Bayou Sound owns the property on the Buttonwood side of the canal. They have not 

maintained(Bayou) property in decades. Next to Bayou property is Town property. No homes 
are under construction on Longview at this time. If there is a tree in Bayou Canal the canal is 
the Bayou’s. There is no management company for Buttonwood.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Tree in the canal between 3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Charlie Mopps
Charlie, I do not have firsthand information on the situation below, and I would normally 

contact the management company for Buttonwood. But apparently management has changed. 
Can you assist in determining the danger to Mr. Tonnesen’s property

Charlie, I do not have firsthand information on the situation below, and I would normally 
contact the management company for Buttonwood.  But apparently management has changed.  
Can you assist in determining the danger to Mr. Tonnesen’s property and how the situation 
can be best relieved? I have copied Scott Seabaugh, manager for the Bay Isles Association, who 
maintains the perimeter channel.

David E. Novak
Longboat Key

Tree in the canal between 3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound
To: David Novak
I’ve been meaning to let you know that there’s a tree hanging down into the canal between 

3131 and 3121 Bayou Sound coming from the other side of the canal probably from the work-
ers working on houses in Buttonwood. My concern is this could cause a boat accident. We’ve 
already had 2 boats hit into our boat lift so they could avoid hitting the tree. Can you please 
have the town remove that tree before anyone gets hurt.

Scott Tonnesen
Longboat Key

Bell Ringling at Publix
To: Longboat Key Town Staff
Thank you for your incredible response to our note last Friday—the spreadsheet looks ter-

rific!
Kevin Register will kick off the ringing in just 3 days. His Dad, Cash Register, is surely 

smiling down from heaven. Kevin has already taken about 7 shifts so far—an amazing com-
mitment! We challenge anyone to match that dedication.

There are still more shifts to fill, and we’d love your help. Please feel free to pass this invita-
tion along to friends who might also want to join in.

Every ring makes a difference. The funds raised as Salvation Army bell ringers provide year-
round support in Sarasota through:

• Social services assistance
• Homeless shelters
• Disaster relief
• Children’s programs
• Rehabilitation services
• Anti-human trafficking efforts

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.christchurchof lbk.org 

(follow YouTube link)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Growing in Jesus’ Name

 Special Christmas Cantata
A New & 

GLORIOUS MORN!
CELEBRATING THE LIGHT AND LIFE OF CHRISTMAS

Sunday, December 14 at 10:00 AM
Please join us to celebrate the Light and Life of Christmas 

with familiar melodies and lyrics and compelling original material. 
Our chancel choir and guest orchestra will present this holiday 

event during our regular Sunday Service.
Visitors and Residents Welcome • Free Event
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Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200

18 South Blvd. of the Presidents
St. Armands Circle
(941) 388-6402

Come Find Your Joy...

WineTimes

A Super Bowl commercial for Foster’s beer revived the slo-
gan “Foster’s, Australian for beer”. When we asked a decade 
ago about Foster’s during a tour of the east coast of Australia, 
the natives scoffed and told us that no one in Australia 
actually drinks Foster’s. In 
fact, Foster’s comes from 
Manchester, England. Clever 
marketing promoted Foster’s 
in Great Britain and the 
US as an Australian prod-
uct with images of macho 
Australian footballers and 
parties on the beach,

We soon discovered that 
the name SHE-razz isn’t 
a marketing gimmick but 
really is Australian for fine 
red wine. A varietal called 
Shiraz, much like Malbec 
in Argentina, flourishes in 
dry and gritty soils of Southeastern Australia. Although 
French winemakers in the southern Rhone wine region hold 
fast to the claim that the Syrah grape originated in France, 
Australians call the grape Shiraz and pronounce it SHE-razz. 
Shiraz clones, link genetically to the French Syrah grape, but 
arguably could have originating in the vicinity of the ancient 
Persian city of Shiraz. In Australia, Shiraz accounts for about 
27% of the volume of wines produced in that country, and, at 
higher than average prices per bottle, an even  higher propor-
tion of Australian wine sales. The flagship Penfolds Grange 
bottles of Shiraz command prices between $750 and $1,500, 
depending on vintage, in the international market. Less cov-
eted Shiraz wines compare favorably with French Bordeaux 
and California Napa Cabernet Sauvignon, yet sell for much 
lower prices.

Our admiration for Shiraz wines increased exponentially 
when we arrived in Adelaide during a train ride from Perth 
on the west coast through the 1000 kilometer Nullarbor Plain 
along the southwestern expanse of Australia. The USA has 
fertile river valleys and plains in the interior. Australia has 
far less hospitable regions between the coasts. Over 90% of 
the population lives on the coasts. Arid and rocky soils in 
the interior do not support amber waves of grain and fruited 
plains but do leave ample room for grape vines. Vineyards in 
the rolling hills of the Barossa Valley, Northeast of Adelaide, 
and the McLaren Vale to the south, produce superior Shiraz in 
single varietal and blended vintages.

The route to the Barossa Valley winds through hills of scrub 
brush and gulches akin to the terrain of West Texas or parts 
of the California Central Valley, except, instead of herds of 
white-tail deer in the fields, one sees mobs of kangaroos bent 
over while feeding on sparse clumps of grass. The impressive 
limestone with red trim of the Yalumba Winery buildings and 
its tasting rooms and grounds accommodate large numbers of 
day trippers. Among the highlights, a cooperage tour of the 
workshops where Yalumba makes its own barrels. For those of 
us who find a bottle of Grange beyond our budgets, try the 
unique Yalumba 2016 Hand-Picked Shiraz + Viognier ($38), 
with skins of Viognier grapes added to crushed Shiraz grapes 
to moderate harsh tannins and add flavor. (The Aussies have 

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

SHE-razz, the Australian name for fine red wine
We soon discovered that the name SHE-razz isn’t a marketing gimmick but really is Australian 
for fine red wine. 

borrowed this blending technique from traditional Rhone 
Valley vineyards.)

For an everyday wine, consider the consistent Yalumba 
Shiraz-Viognier ($11).

Were we to set sail due south from the McLaren Vale, skirting 
Kangaroo Island, next landfall would be in Antarctica. During 
the southern hemisphere summer, the heat in McLaren Vale 
fully ripens grapes, but ocean breezes moderate both summer 
heat and winter cold. Wines from McLaren Vale do not have 
the initial acidity of those from Barossa.

While enjoying lunch at the d’Arenburg winery restaurant 
during a tour of the McLaren Vale, we asked to speak with 
their renowned winemaker, Chester Osborne. Our server 
went off to find out his whereabouts and returned to say that 
Chester would be tied up for the remainder of the day. We 
were expressing our regrets at not being able to say “Hello” 
to him when a restaurant manager approached and asked us 
if we would like to join Chester’s Master Sommelier class that 
would begin in a few minutes. We settled our bill quickly 
and hustled off to a conference room where a group of som-
meliers and other wine buyers, transported Down Under 
by the Australian Wine Board, were meeting with Chester 
and younger winemakers from other prestigious vineyards 
in McLaren Vale. Chester stood in front of a geological map 
of the region and alongside rows of some of McLaren Vales 
premier wines waiting to be tasted. He explained that the 
distinctive character of the region’s wines comes from the dif-
ferent soils, exposures to the sun, prevailing winds, and timing 
of rainfall. To illustrate, he asked winemakers to describe their 
winemaking strategies while we tasted their wines.

D’Arenberg produces great examples of Shiraz at premier 
and bargain prices: the 2017 Shiraz The Dead Arm ($54) and 

a blend with Grenache, the 2017 Stump Jump Red ($11), 
named after tractors designed to jump over stumps of felled 
Eucalyptus trees in the region’s vineyards.

We had the good fortune to be in the right place at the right 
time for a serendipitous moment in wine tourism. May you 
also enjoy the same good fortune.

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data 
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for 
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department 
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited 
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in 
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from 
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in 
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the 
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between 
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle 
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in 
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him 
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in 
Severna Park, Maryland.
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Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

As a member you’ll enjoy:

• Championship Golf
• Pickleball & Tennis

• Private Beach & Pool
• Spa & Wellness Center

• Deep-Water Marina
• Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

LEARN MORE

Letters, from page 4

See Letters, page 11

To: Longboat Key Assistant to Town Manager Savannah 
Cobb

Savannah did you register me for this along with the room 
or should I do this part of it?

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
 

Bell Ringing
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
Trish, could you put Susan and I down for two slots both 

on December 10 from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. and 4:30 to 5:45 
p.m.?

Steve Branham
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Bell Ringing
To: Longboat Key Commission
Dear Friends, We are less than one week away from our 

much-anticipated bell ringing at Publix! Shifts begin next 
Friday, and we’ve attached the latest schedule for you to 
review. Please take a moment to look it over and email both 
Chris and me with the shifts you’d like to take. Let’s focus on 
filling in the first week so we can start strong together. Thank 
you for your continued support and dedication. Wishing you 
and your families a very Happy Thanksgiving!

Sue & Chris
Longboat Key

The arch on the pier in front of The St. 
Regis Hotel

To: Longboat Key Commission 
We are asking you to have the arch removed from the pier 

across from the St. Regis Hotel. The main reason is that it is 
unattractive, actually an eyesore. It disturbs the view of that 
otherwise beautiful stretch of beach. As neighbors, we have 
enjoyed the view of the Gulf, sand, and simple pier for many 

Your support is deeply needed and greatly appreciated. 
Together, we can bring hope and help to so many. Wishing 
you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving.

Sue Wertman, Chris Sachs, and Lynn Larson
Longboat Key

St. Regis support of Longboat Key
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
As discussed with Winfred, please find attached a list of 

recent activations the hotel has supported for the Town of 
LBK. We value our partnership and remain committed to 
supporting our community however we can.

Jenny Quinn
Executive Assistant to the General Manager
The St. Regis Longboat Key Resort

St. Regis support of Longboat Key
To: Jenny Quinn
Thank you for your quick response Jenny, and have a won-

derful Thanksgiving holiday.  
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Development, Code Compliance and 
Redevelopment Committee Packet

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Your hotel room is already booked (attached) for check in 

on Dec. 3 and check out on Dec. 4. You don’t need to register 
for your policy committee meeting but if there is anything else 
you want to attend let me know and I can help.

Savannah Cobb
Assistant to Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Development, Code Compliance and 
Redevelopment Committee Packet 

Editor Letters
years. It now looks tacky.

Another problem with it is that during the day, it catches 
the sunlight, making it unpleasant to look in that direction. I 
will attach a photo that gives you an idea of how difficult it is 
to look at when the sun is on it. It is worse in person.

As far as we understand, the pier is public property and 
not for the hotel to decide to change or add on to. That pier 
protects the beach and is for all to enjoy. It is not a wedding 
venue. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Laura Moskowitz
Longboat Key

Information on another approach to 
alleviating chronic homelessness

To: Anand Pallegar
I am currently in Salt Lake City attending the National 

League of Cities’ annual City Summit conference. One of the 
best things about this conference is the “Mobile Workshops” 
which gives participants the opportunity to see, firsthand, 
how the host city is addressing issues that most cities are fac-
ing. 

Wednesday morning, I visited “The Other Side Village” 
and had my eyes opened to a different approach to ending 
chronic homelessness: “Human First” instead of “Housing 
First.” The Other Side Village is the core of a unified system 
that includes a Prep School which is a transition program 
from the streets to permanent housing in the Village, Village 
businesses which offer paid employment to Village residents 
and revenue to make the Village financially self-sustaining, 
plus the Village itself in which the residents are a self-govern-
ing community. As I listened to the presentations, I thought 
of the various organizations in Sarasota that offer some of the 
pieces, with Harvest House leading the pack, but none in an 
end-to-end system — and not necessarily with the “Human 
First” focus. But I thought it would be worthwhile to bring 
Harvest House into the discussion and exploration of whether 
a model like The Other Side Village would be feasible and 
worthwhile for Sarasota.
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Site Sponsor:

Program Sponsor:

Tray Sponsor:

Club of Longboat Key

Presented by Diamond Sponsor:

Saturday, December 6    |   12-2:30pmth

Ken Thompson Park
1700 Ken Thompson Pkwy, City Island, Sarasota, FL

Our Generous Restaurants & Establishments:

50/50 RAFFLE 
GRAND PRIZE

$15K
MINIMUM PAYOUT 
OR ONE OF 3 OTHER
FANTASTIC PRIZES

In Kind Sponsors:

$75 ADMISSION
TICKET $675 TABLE

FOR 10 

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t  L B K L a w n Pa r t y . o r g

$50 PER TICKET
OR 5 FOR $200
Platinum Sponsor:

KEN SCHNEIER &
CYNTHIA CRAIG

Gold Sponsor:

Silver Sponsors:

ROBERT E. DODS
FAMILY

FOUNDATION, INC.

JEFFREY P MCKEE
FOUNDATION

Bronze Sponsors:

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE

Gold Coast Eagle
Publix

Universal Orlando
Waste Management

Opal Collection
US Tent Rental

Hosted by:

A limited number of tickets may be purchased at:
The Lazy Lobster | 5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. | Longboat Key

Alma de Espana
Blue Dolphin Cafe
Cafe on St. Armands
Crab & Fin
Daiquiri Deck 
Drift Kitchen & Bar
Dry Dock Waterfront Grill
Food+Beer
Gecko’s Grill & Pub
Harry’s Continental Kitchens
Island Time Bar & Grill
Kacey’s Seafood & More
La Norma Italian Restaurant
Lazy Lobster of Longboat
Lo’Key Island Grille

Longboat Key Fire Rescue
Mean Deans Local Kitchen
Ocean Prime
Old Salty Dog
Pascone’s Ristorante
Pesto Bistro & Wine Bar
Poppo’s Taqueria
The Resort at Longboat Key Club
Ringside at Cirque St. Armands
Sara’s Italian Kitchen
Stonewood Grill & Tavern
Tsunami Sushi
Tyler’s Gourmet Ice Cream
Ventura’s Italian Kitchen & Wine Bar
Viento Kitchen

All proceeds will go towards improving the lives of local children who are living in
foster care. The Children’s Guardian Fund immediately responds to the needs of
children removed from abusive or neglectful homes. Through your donations, the fund
provides emergency essentials, and ongoing support to over 700 children annually,
not available from state and local agencies.

Benefiting Local Foster Care Children
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100 North Tamiami Trail  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Steven
Kepecz

Leah
George

941-780-0597

Judy
Kepecz-Hays

941-587-1700 941-376-6411

 IN THE WORLD

$3.4 Billion Career Sales

1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #709
$3,750,000 

BeachResidences709.com

The Beach Residences

Ritz-Carlton Managed

Country Club Shores

521 Wedge Lane 
$1,880,000 

521WedgeLn.com

Deeded 
Beach Access

757 Hideaway Bay Drive 
 $7,488,000 

757HideawayBay.com

Hideaway Bay

139 S Washington Drive 
$17,500,000 

CasaDelCarnevale.com

Casa del Carnevale on St. Armands

L’Ambiance

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801
$6,995,000

LAmbianceA801.com

435 L’Ambiance Drive #L807
$3,500,000 | Furnished

LAmbianceL807.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #B202
$2,500,000 | Furnished
LAmbianceB202.com

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
#126 - $2,100,000 
Tangerine126.com 

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
#211 - $938,500 

Tangerine211.com

Tangerine Bay Club

603 Longboat Club Road #402N
$1,350,000 

LBKTowers402N.com

Longboat Key Towers

1211 Gulf of Mexico Dr 
#704 - $999,000 

Promenade704.com

1211 Gulf of Mexico Dr  
#105 - $899,000 

Promenade105.com

PromenadePromenade

Under Contract

2165 Gulf of Mexico Drive #114
$2,250,000 

VillaDiLancia114.com

Villa di Lancia

OPEN HOUSE 

Saturday, 11/29 from 1–4pm

Our expertise is undeniable—deeply understanding the local market and truly listening to our clients.

Gulf Views

6473 Gulf of Mexico Drive
$2,895,000 

6473SleepyLagoon.com
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

BIRD KEY   •  SARASOTA 
247 Robin Drive

New Construction  •   $13,999,000 

BIRD KEY  •  SARASOTA 
605 Wild Turkey Lane
2,200 SF  •  $1,995,000 

L’AMBIANCE  •  LONGBOAT KEY
 435 L’Ambiance Dr #J703
3BR/2BA/1HB •  $4,795.000 

ARLINGTON PARK  •  SARASOTA
2234 Hibiscus Street

4BR/4BA   •  2,692 SF  •   $1,690,000 
Listed by Nahtalie Nolander

BEACHES  •  LONGBOAT KEY
775 Longboat Club Rd #203

3BR/3BA  •  Gulffront  •  $1,999,000 

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES • LONGBOAT KEY 
510 Wedge Lane

4BR/3BA  •  Canal front  •  $2,215.000 

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

1800 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#B408
1800 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#B308
1102 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#407
2333 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#1A3
1281 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#404
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#1103N
605 SUTTON PL Unit#101
4800 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#204
4360 CHATHAM DR Unit#F204
85 TWIN SHORES BLVD

1,700
1,700
1,213
3,060
3,054
1,458
1,148
1,325
747
800

$1,449,000 
$1,300,000 
$690,000 
$3,795,000 
$2,695,000 
$1,525,000 
$619,000 
$599,000 
$340,000 
$104,000

230
227
292
92
275
11
130
121
0
100

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

2
2
2
2
4
2
2
2
1
2

2
3
2
3
3
2
2
2
1
2

$1,449,000 
$1,075,000 
$550,000
$3,350,000 
$2,375,000 
$1,425,000 
$575,000 
$550,000 
$340,000 
$100,000

KeyRealEstate

2333 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#1A3
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Nov. 21
Boat

3:28 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to Marbury Lane in reference 

to a suspicious boat on the lift. Upon Officer Mathis’ arrival, 
he spoke with the property owner and he advised that a suspi-
cious boat had been placed on his lift and he had no idea of who 
it belonged to. A check of the boat’s identification showed it 
belonged to a company. Officer Mathis called the owner’s phone 
number and it turns out the company delivered the boat to the 
wrong lift by accident after servicing it. The man apologized 
for the mix up and he said he would contact the homeowner to 
remove the boat from his lift. Case clear.

Nov. 22
Animal

12:40 a.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 1900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to 

a snake in an apartment. Upon arrival, Officer Ericsson and Officer Pescuma located a small 
corn snake located under a plastic container. The snake was removed and placed outside with-
out incident. Case clear.

Nov. 23
Person

2:49 a.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 2000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to 

someone walking up and down the sidewalk with what appears to be a long blade. The caller 
who wished to stay anonymous stated that the subject was a white male, six feet tall, and wear-
ing a t-shirt and sweatpants. Upon arrival, Sgt. Butler located the individual and identified 
him to be a resident nearby. The subject was wearing a multi-tool. No crime was committed. 
Case clear.

Incident
1:35 p.m.
Officer Troyer was dispatched to the 1600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference toa  

found property. The caller contacted the police to report that staff found a small white baggie 
with an unknown white substance inside at the pool. Upon arrival, Officer Troyer met with 
the caller who reported the resort staff member was working by the pool when she found the 
small clear baggie with the unknown white substance inside. The staff member gave the baggie 
to the manager who called police. The manager didn’t have any knowledge of whom the bag-
gie belonged to either. Officer Troyer looked at the baggie and observed a brownish colored 
substance with small amounts of glitter. There was only remnants inside the baggie as well and 
not enough to even weigh. Through Officer Troyer’s experience, the substance did not appear 
to be cocaine or any related narcotic, it appeared to be beach sand. Officer Troyer did take 
custody of the baggie and tested the substance for cocaine at the Police Department to ensure 
the substance was not an illegal narcotic. The substance did not test positive using a presump-
tive test and there was no substance leftover after testing. The baggie was properly disposed of 
and the substance was presumed to be beach sand. Case clear.

Nov. 24
Vehicle

6:59 a.m.
Officer Maple and Officer Nazareno were dispatched to the 400 block of Gulf of Mexico 

Drive for a suspicious vehicle call. The complainant stated a suspicious motorhome was parked 
in front of their building. Upon arrival, Officers made contact with the occupant of the 
motorhome, who stated he wanted to meet with anyone from the company as he was a huge 
supporter of their movement. The owner stated he arrived around midnight and was waiting 
until the businesses opened. He was recommended to visit by a local resident. It was explained 

to the owner that unannounced visits are not allowed and that he 
was staying on private property and was in possible violation of 
town ordinance for overnight camping. Motorhome was approxi-
mately 36 feet in length and had a Montana license plate. The 
owner was completely cooperative and departed the area without 
incident when the situation was explained by Officer Maple and 
the security who were also on scene. Case clear.

Citizen assist
5:30 p.m.
Officer Tillman responded to the 3200 block of Gulf of 

Mexico Drive to meet with three juveniles on the beach, who the 
complainant stated were parked on private property. According to one woman, her parents 
own a condominium and they were visiting for the Thanksgiving holiday. Officer Tillman 
called the complainant back and explained the situation. The complainant stated that this is 
an ongoing issue with a neighboring condominium, who have been using their parking lot. 
The complainant also stated that gates are being installed Wednesday and this should remedy 
the problem. Case clear.

Nov. 25
Incident

4:28 p.m.
Officer Nazareno was dispatched to Halyard Lane for a suspicious incident call regarding a 

white boat dropping off a diver at the canal. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno made contact with 
the caller who advised that the white boat had dropped off a diver in the canal and immediately 
left the area. Officer Nazareno checked the canal behind Halyard Lane but was unable to locate 
any divers in the water. The caller also advised that he is currently out of town. Case clear.

Nov. 26
Incident

8:00 a.m.
Officer Troyer was dispatched to the 1100 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a 

suspicious incident. Upon arrival, Officer Troyer spoke with the complainant who said that 
on Nov. 21, she went to the post office on Bay Isles Road. When she left she observed a gray 
Mercury sedan parked on the roadway of Bay Isles Road. The following day, the complain-
ant was near the intersection of Avenue of the Flowers and Bay Isles Parkway and observed 
the same Mercury sedan. On Nov. 26, the complainant observed the same Mercury near her 
residence in the 4900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. She did not think much of the vehicle 
and its whereabouts until she observed the vehicle  near her residence and felt she was being 
followed. This morning, the complainant observed the vehicle again near the intersection 
of Avenue of the Flowers and Bay Isles Parkway again and decided to call. The complainant 
took a photograph of the license plate and showed Officer Troyer. The complainant described 
the driver as a white male, gray beard, glasses, 60-70 years old and he was playing on his cell 
phone. Prior to his arrival, Officer Troyer cleared the license plate through NCIC/FCIC which 
revealed the registered owner. The description the complainant provided to Officer Troyer 
appeared to match the description of the man. Officer Troyer asked the complainant through-
out her experience of seeing the vehicle, if there was any aggravating circumstances where the 
driver threatened her or drove recklessly towards her, which she said there was not, and she just 
kept seeing the vehicle near her. Based upon Officer Troyer’s experience, the incident did not 
appear to be a stalking case and appeared as if the complainant was possibly being followed 
by a private investigator. The complainant agreed she would call back if she had any further 
contact or the situation escalated. A free internet search concluded the man was a licensed 
private investigator. Case clear.

Sand
12:58 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to Overlook Park in reference to illegal dumping. Prior to 

Officer Mathis’ arrival, he spoke with the complainant via telephone. The complainant wished 
to report contractors dumping sand and dirt in the park and spreading said materials onto 
the shoreline and  beach. Upon his arrival, Officer Mathis spoke with Sgt. Montfort who had 
arrived to the incident location before. In sum, the FDOT project located in Overlook Park 
included relocation of sand and soil that was removed from the seawall project just south of 
the beach in Overlook Park. The FDOT contractor was instructed to redistribute the materials 
and fill in voids along the shoreline to be followed by large rock to control shoreline erosion. 
The complainant disagreed with the project and the effects on the local ecosystem. The Public 
Works Director arrived on scene and spoke with the complainant and FDOT contractors 
about the ongoing project. No further police action is needed. Case clear.

Nov. 27
Alarm

11:40 a.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to the 6400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to 

an alarm activation. Upon arrival, Officer Mathis met with Sgt. Montfort and they accessed 
the property through the front gate. Sgt. Montfort and Officer Mathis made their way around 
the exterior of the residence and observed a second story French door open. After announcing 
‘Police’ several times, they made entry via the open door and cleared the residence. No people 
were located in or near the residence. It appeared the door was left unsecure and blown open by 
high winds. Officer Mathis spoke with the homeowner whom advised to secure the residence 
and he would let Sgt. Montfort and Officer Mathis out the garage door. Once the garage door 
was secure officers left the scene. Case clear.
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Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

Laid-Back Waterfront Living!

744 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY • LONGBOAT KEY
3BR/2BA  •  1,688 SF  •  $1,200,000

Fully renovated, furnished 
coastal retreat includes a 
single car garage, deeded 
beach access and two boat 
lifts with quick access to 
the Bay and Gulf. 

405 BRYN MAWR ISLAND, BRADENTON
2BR/2BA  •  1,392 SF  •  $649,000

Never flooded!  This POOL 
home, with a 70 ft. private
waterfront dock, is located 
on a deep saltwater canal 
with direct bridge-free 
access to Bay.

CALL FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR!
Teddi Aberle, Realtor  •  813.503.6128  •  teddiaberle@yahoo.com

Your Hometown Realty, Inc.  •  P. O. Box 10367  •  Bradenton, FL  34282

Editor Letters
The following are some of my notes from my visit. I’d welcome an opportunity for us to get 

together to decide whether to pursue this concept.
Guiding Philosophy: Single major factor in chronic homelessness is lack of connection to 

family and community, and their support. Coping mechanisms developed over years on the 
street are counterproductive in community living. Housing alone doesn’t solve the problem. 
People need to change. This can happen with a supportive community that sees more in the 
individual than they see in themselves.

The Other Side Prep School provides an “onboarding” process — a 6-12 month residential 
program with daily coaching by staff who themselves have overcome chronic homelessness. 
This is a significant departure from the way Housing First is implemented. There is an applica-
tion and interview process for acceptance into the Prep School, which currently has a waiting 
list and 85 percent success rate.

The Other Side Village is the community that Prep School “graduates” are seeking admission  
to. Members of the community are permanently housed, self-reliant, drug free and crime free. 
Phase 1 houses 60 single adults in individual cottages, 10 percent of them are on-site coaches. 
Residents police themselves in a democratic community — including deciding whether a Prep 
School resident is ready to join the community. The community is designed to have neighbor-
hoods and a central community space. Buildout will be 470 homes on 38 acres.

The houses: Stick-built offsite and dropped in place. Some were built as part of high school 
vocational training programs. Sizes are 350-450 square feet, monthly rents are $450-500. 
Rents are not based on income. If you want a more expensive unit, you need to earn more 
money to afford it. Solar panels on all buildings.

Social Enterprises: provide employment opportunities for community residents and income 
to eventually replace philanthropy to maintain the community. Currently there’s an award-
winning donut shop and a “hotel.” Plans include a grocery store. The businesses also serve the 
adjacent area — which reduced neighbors’ resistance to the Village. 

Local government involvement: Zoning changes were required. Land itself is city owned, 
former landfill (some remediation is needed). Development is in phases; city provided 99-year 
ground lease for phase 1.

Additional information is available at www.theothersidevillage.com
They’ve also developed a Leadership Institute to share information about their methods.
NPR’s Morning Edition ran a story about The Other Side Village last month. It is available 

online. Let’s plan to get together after the Holidays to discuss possibilities in Sarasota.
Debbie Trice
Mayor
City of Sarasota
 

Sidewalk Art
To: Morgan Bentley

I received this email after I accepted your invitation to join the Tiger Bay panel (now sched-
uled in March). I subsequently discussed the situation with City Attorney Polzak. As you can 
imagine, he is recommending against participation in the panel by any City representative 
while there is pending or threatened legal action.

I may be naïve in believing the issue will be resolved before March, so I’m not backing out 
at the moment. But I guess the likelihood is fairly high that it might happen. So you might 
want to line up a replacement for me. Sorry. Have a great Thanksgiving!

Debbie Trice
Mayor
City of Sarasota 
 

Sidewalk Murals in Sarasota Panel Discussion
To: Sarasota City Mayor Debbie Trice
From the moment I learned of the destruction of the sidewalk murals, I have been working 

to find justice for the artists involved.  As early as late August, I began to research the
Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990. To be clear, a VARA case is a federal case, not a local court 

case. 
I compiled evidence and asked the University of Miami Law School for assistance. The Art 

Law faculty reviewed the project and referred me to LegalArtLink / LocustProjects. A group of 
attorneys and law students studied the case and found it qualified as a strong case under VARA 
Law. Their opinion document allowed me to reach out to over 70 top law firms nationwide.  

A small group of artists and I have narrowed down our attorney prospects to three firms. In 
the last month, the ACLU of Florida has also committed to providing us with pro bono legal 
support.  A formal announcement will be coming soon.... I’m happy to discuss this with you. 
If you wish me to be part of the panel discussion at Tiger Bay, I’m available. 

BTW- I’m not now, nor have I ever been associated with the Avenue of Art or Denise Kowal. 
This was my independent project. I initially shared some documents with Denise, but I am not 
connected with her or any of her proposals for the city. 

Wendy Rosen
Sarasota

Sidewalk Art
To: Sarasota City Mayor Debbie Trice
Hope everything is going well.  I was reaching out today on behalf of Tiger Bay.  There is an 

interest in putting together a panel regarding the recent removal of the sidewalk art downtown.  
I believe you had an interest in that subject so I was wondering if you would be willing to be 
on the panel for a City perspective or perhaps recommend someone who would be good to 
give the City’s side of things?  We are looking to either January 8 or February 5.  Any direction 
you can give would be great.

Letters, from page 5

See Letters, page 12
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Send us your best thoughts...
letters@lbknews.com

Letters, from page 11

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 

941.387.2200

Morgan Bentley
Bently, Goodrich, Kison, P.A.
Sarasota

Noise Ordinance revisions, Dec 1 agenda item X3, “The 
Schools”

To: Sarasota City Commission
While I’m pleased with City staff ’s work on this revision to improve our noise ordinance, 

there’s one aspect that is not dealt with, that of amplified noise issuing from The Schools, 
specifically Sarasota High School.  As you know, this has been an ongoing issue for the sur-
rounding neighborhood for several years now.

Yes, I bought a house abutting SHS, knowing full well that I would hear normal school 
noises (also from nearby SSIS, now Innovation Academy charter elementary school).  I, per-
sonally, actually enjoy hearing the MSB -- Mighty Sailors Band (and unlike many, i also enjoy 
the drums, even pre-7am); I’m fine with the “crowd sounds” of athletic and other events.  
[Although that year when a coach decided on using an Air Horn for daily afternoon football 
practice, that was a bit much!]  However, in recent years SHS has upgraded their amplified 
sound systems for their stadium (and other athletic fields), apparently without thought of 
neighbors.  Sometimes these are used responsibly, but other times whoever is running the 
equipment seems to have no thought as to sound limits, and the technology enables their 
actions.  

We all know we live in a loud world (and this is a City), but this is just what the revision of 
the Ordinance is meant to balance with the “peaceful and quiet enjoyment of one’s property.”  
Why would one entity, such as a government entity such as The Schools, be held to different 
standards than all others?  This doesn’t need to be so!

As you know, another Alta Vista resident, Mr. Martinucci, has been working long and hard 
with The Schools on many specific, and often simple and inexpensive, actions that they could 
take to mitigate their sound issues, sometimes with good results and other times, shall we say, 
with less willingness on their part.  The Schools is not compelled, due to this exemption, to 
solve these issues.

Schools, specifically SHS in this case, are a part of our City, they are surrounded by dense 
residential zones, by City residents, who should be able to expect the same standards enforced 
for all their neighbors, including any nearby government entities.  How is unreasonable noise 
blasting from one neighbor, perhaps a local resident, any different than that blasting from 

another neighbor, perhaps a SHS PA system? Please see what you can do.
Linda Kitch
Sarasota

Noise Ordinance revisions, Dec 1 agenda item X3, “The 
Schools”

To: Linda Kitch
Thanks so much for your input on this, and “yes” I am well aware of Mr. Martinucci’s efforts 

and communications with SHS over many years. We have met and discussed this on a number 
of occasions and many of his requests and solutions are reasonable. 

I have copied the City Attorney, City Manager, and Government Affairs Director, along with 
Mr. Martinucci on this email as this is an aspect of our sound ordinance that is often not taken 
into consideration. It is my understanding that schools in the City have an exemption from 
our ordinance (but that may be too simple of a description of the situation) but the conversa-
tion around “why” they are exempt and if that should or should not (could or could not?) is a 
worthwhile discussion, as Mr. Martinucci has talked about for a while now. To your point, as 
the City grows, so do the schools and learning institutions, and we all have to work together to 
make room for each other. If the learning institutions are exempt, then the opportunity is lost.

The above may be a mis-characterization of the situation and I look forward to a discussion 
(or email response) with the City attorney on this and learning what our opportunities are now 
that this “door may be open”.

Thanks so much Linda for your participation in our community and for taking the time to 
reach out to me with your invaluable input.

Jen Ahearn-Koch
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota

Editor Letters

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBIeducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222

or email  Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

44
92

99
-1

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING  CURRENT EVENTS  

QIGONG   YOGA    MEDITATION  
BRIDGE    MAH JONGG    CANASTA  

SUPREME COURT  AMERICAN HISTORY  
LITERATURE & POETRY  MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS  

MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION   JAZZ NIGHTS  
MORNING FORUMS   THEOLOGY  WORLD POLITICS  

FILM FESTIVALS   THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES  
AUTOBIOGRAPHY   iPHONE & iPAD  BIRDING   

NATURE WALKS   WELLNESS   NORDIC WALKING  
LANGUAGES PIANO LESSONS  

SUNDAY CONCERTS   BROADWAY BIOS  
CRAFTS  SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS  

& MUCH MORE!Everything Under The Sun To Learn & Enjoy

2025-2026

TBI’S ANNUAL HANUKKAH 
OPEN HOUSE & MARKET

PRESENTED BY THE TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

PRESENTED BY T

NUK

TH ISRAE
E

KKAH

L

Enjoy an afternoon filled with warmth, 
music, and holiday cheer for all ages!
 
Highlights include:
 • Hanukkah Market with Judaica, books, art & jewelry
 • Chefs and Cookie decorating (and tasting!)
 • Dreidel games for kids
 • Music, Door Prizes, and more!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7  2-4 PM
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

Join us as we welcome the Festival of Lights and 
our newest light, Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates! 

FREE & OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY!
Whether you’re a TBI member or new to our community, come share 

the joy of Hanukkah with us at Longboat Key’s only synagogue.
No reservation needed — but we’d love to know you’re coming!

 email info@longboatkeytemple.org or call  941-383-3428.

For more information, visit:
www.longboatkeytemple.org/HOH
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Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

There’s great power in biological cell recycling.  Your body’s ability to self-digest (autophagy) 
lets you fight cancer, resist aging, recycle everything from broken cell walls to destroyed viral 
proteins, kill off pathogens, remake your energy balance, recast most 
nutrients, and deny diabetes (it also works while you sleep.)  It’s high 
time the Nobel committee recognized the power of garbage remak-
ing, giving this year’s medicine prize to Ohsumi Yashinori of the 
Tokyo Institute of Science and Technology.

Why is Cellular Garbage So Great?
It’s critical to life.  The human body works so quickly it gets used 

up fast.  As Ana Maria Cuervo of Albert Einstein Medical College 
points out, most of your heart is remade in about three days.  It’s 
must be rapidly replaced, or you and I will literally turn heartless.

This is just the beginning of the work autophagy must accomplish.
For this is not a Browning-Ferris, Waste Management kind of 

maneuver.  Unlike human societies,  we can throw out the vital components of our lives to 
giant into dumps hidden in unlikely, unlucky places.  We have to remake and renew almost 
everything we use.

And that’s what autophagy does.  Think for a second of the cell, of which you’ve got ten 
trillion human ones, as a house.  Normally houses last decades.

What if they only lasted days?
That would require very efficient removal of wrecked materiel.  But if every house we lived 

in only lasted a few days, we’d never have the chance nor the environment to make thousands 
of copies of all the parts inside it – the windows and doorlatches, television sets and showers, 
pet cages and kitchens.

So autophagy does more than just “break stuff down.”  It rapidly begins and moves towards 
completion the process of remaking and recycling and renewing.

Fortunately for us, the components of a cell are made out of the same materials, like the 
amino acids of proteins.  We break down the stuff of which we are constructed, reconfigure it 
and reuse it.  Yet we do a lot more with autophagy.

Infection
What happens when a pathogenic bacterium or virus enters your cell?  You have to stop it.  

Fight it.  Destroy it.  Recycle the remains.
Autophagy does a major job.  The same processes that put a ring around “regular” materials 

for recycling can be used to fight infection.  The phagosomes, big vesicles or bags that “ingest” 
material for autophagic processes, can be used to ingest invading pathogens.  You can even 
get the invading stuff remade into materials you almost immediately reconfigure to line your 
cell membrane or control protein synthesis.  That’s part of the promise of information health 
– seeing your body as an endlessly updated information system. Autophagy, reprocessing 
everything, is a critical part of renewing you – and what makes you.

Cancer
We may produce dozens of cancers every day, innumerable cancerous cells over a lifetime.  

Autophagy is used to identify and destroy the cells we want gone.  It plays a vital part in pro-
grammed cell death, where cells that are too old, too ineffective, or just simply dangerous are 
given signals to self-destruct – which in many cases  comes to mean self-digest.

Aging and Dementia
We hear a lot about amyloid and tau proteins “clogging up” the brain cells of older adults, 

leading to Alzheimer’s Disease.  As I’ve argued before, this is a very oversimplified view 
of what happens in Alzheimer’s, yet it is true that clumps of material like amyloid do kill 

How cell recycling benefits you

MATTHEW  EDLUND

MATHEW EDLUND
Contributing Columnist
news@lbknews.com

KeyHealth

Your body is not just fats and proteins, bones and skin.  It’s information.  How you process the 
material of life changes life.  And it can do so greatly for the better.

cells.  Autophagy of amyloid 
proteins and their associated 
products normally prevents 
this.  And don’t entirely dis-
count amyloid useful pur-
poses – amyloid proteins may 
play a critical part in brain 
cell responses to pathogens 
as an evolutionarily “early” 
form of immune response.  If 
amyloid proteins are literally 
caging harmful bacteria and 
viruses, you can bet autoph-
agy is a critical part of that 
infection fighting process, 
just as autophagy prevents 
the “clogging” of nerve cells 
with clumps of junk as occurs 
in diseases like Parkinsonism 
and Lewy Body dementia.

Information Health
Your body is not just fats 

and proteins, bones and skin.  
It’s information.  How you process the material of life changes life.  And it can do so greatly 
for the better.

Research on autophagy has demonstrated how quickly we remake our bodies.  It also has 
shown how much of our processes of physiology – from clearing away to recycling to remaking 
and recreating – are deeply integrated with another.  Autophagy lets us make more efficient 
the same “old” molecules, and lets us see our bodies as more dynamic, focused, and malleable 
than many thought.  Health is a profoundly creative process.

So is the process of recycling. We couldn’t live without it.
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Welcoming the clients and 
stylists after the closing of 

David Gregory Salon!

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español

Professional Home Watch & Concierge Service

CERTIFIED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED  •  TRUSTED

• Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks

• Time & Date Stamped Reporti ng & Photos

• Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

• Home Maintenance Coordinati on

Cindy Jessup, Owner

941.915.1248
www.whcsarasota.com

SCAN ME

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC
Creating beautiful, functional 

residential and commercial spaces.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500 

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com 
Greenwichinteriors.com

• New construction 
• Remodeling  
• Project management 

We bring your vision to life.

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

ROSA TORRES, OWNER

941-536-6372
epichomecareprovider@gmail.com

•Personal Care

•Respite Care

•Alzheimer’s Care

•Light Cleaning

•Med Administration

•Meal Preparation

•Errands & More

 

SERVICES

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 
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PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher 
sreid@lbknews.com
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Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com
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Dottie Rutledge

KeyCrossword

If your opponent starts serving and volleying, focus on the 
ball and not on the movement of your opponents.  Have a 
preplanned game plan of how you are going to return based 
on the serve you receive.  If your opponent has a strong serve, 
an appropriate return to neutralize the 
serve and volley is a lob over the server’s 
partner’s head.  Down the middle and 
low is always a good return.  Try to 
make sure if you can’t lob or pass your 
opponent that you hit your shots nice 
and low at their feet. Positionally, stay 
one-up one-back as the receiving team 
unless you are not having success.  
If you are getting attacked off your 
return then I highly suggest having 
the receiver and the receiver’s partner 
at the baseline. Having both players at the baseline, gives the 
serving team a different look which alone can cause good 
results.  Playing both back takes pressure off the receiver so 
they aren’t pressured to hit a perfect return.  If the receiver’s 
partner is at the baseline they have a better chance and more 
time to defend themselves if needed.  The receiver’s partner 

BOHANNON

BreakPoints
Focus on the Serve & Volley

Long-time tennis pro and America’s Top Coach 
Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.  

Please email question you have on strategy, tech-
nique, mental game, fitness, equipment, etc., to: 

tennis@lbknews.com

Serve Jackie your best question!
Sometimes my opponent will suddenly start to serve and volley. 
What is my best strategy to deal with that?  Also, when is it 
appropriate to serve and volley, and when does it not make sense?
JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
tennis@lbknews.com

can always resume their position at the net if their partner hits 
a good offensive lob, or if the serving team stops serving and 
volleying.

Serving and volleying is a great strategy if you have good 
mobility, a strong serve, and solid volleys.  If you or your 
partner have a difficult time moving backward it is probably 
not for you.  I do not suggest ever serving and volleying on a 
second serve.  Serving and volleying can be used as a change of 
positioning/strategy if you are losing.  Sometimes, just making 
your opponent have a different look can sway momentum.  
Perhaps your opponents don’t have a good lob, or seeing you 
rush the net puts pressure on them? Sometimes serving and 
volleying can cause missed return of serves because it makes 
the receiving team nervous.  These are potential benefits 
or serving and volleying.  Also, if you have a big serve and 
or your opponent has a weak return, serving and volleying 
makes sense.  If you play someone that has an effective drop 
shot serving and volleying helps take that shot away as well.  
Generally, throwing in some serve and volleying is a good 
strategy because you want to take your opponent off guard.  
No matter how good you are at serving and volleying do not 

KeySudoku

do it every time, because you do not want to be predictable.  
Serving and volleying is a great skill set to develop, and when 
used at appropriate times can be highly effective.
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(941) 390-2955   |   53 S PALM AVE, SARASOTA, FL 34236MIRAMARSARASOTA.COM

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER.  FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS MAKE REFERENCE 
TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. THIS PROJECT 
HAS BEEN FILED IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA AND NO OTHER STATE. THIS IS NOT AN OFFER TO SELL OR SOLICITATION OF OFFERS TO BUY THE CONDOMINIUM UNITS IN 
STATES WHERE SUCH OFFER OR SOLICITATION CANNOT BE MADE. PRICES AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE ANYTIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  

Discover the luxurious Mira Mar Residences. 

An intimate collection of  70 estate-style 

residences, offering an unmatched downtown 

Sarasota location, timeless interiors, exclusive 

services, private amenities, and breathtaking 

panoramic city and water views.

A Reimagined Jewel on 
South Palm Avenue
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