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Collected Remarks is a Georgia Dressage and Com-
bined Training Association (GDCTA) publication. 
Subject matter published is the opinion of the author 
and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should 
be obtained before making any decision in which a 
professional is readily available. Advertisers assume 
responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this 
publication. Material published may not be reproduced 
without the written permission of GDCTA.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the 
members of the GDCTA as a courtesy only. No repre-
sentations are made as to the information presented, 
the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the 
veracity of the statements relating to the goods and 
services. The printing of opinions, information or 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by 
the Association of such opinions, information, goods, 
or services. 
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Caren Caverly
President, GDCTA

ccaverly@comcast.net
770-713-4025

Caren

Dear Members:
Hard to believe it’s February! January is always so busy with The Awards Gala, that it flies by! Speaking of the Gala, it has 
blown up into a ritual that really feels like a full-blast member celebration, hasn’t it? So much glitter and glam! Fun, fun, 
fun! Lisa Dolny Photography has Gala photos for sale and we will be using her photos in the upcoming yearbook which 
will be online-only this year. We have to send out a huge THANK YOU to all the Gala sponsors and donors and attendees, 
alike. You can see the list of these special people near end of this newsletter. 
 
And the season is underway! Check the website for updates.  
 

• 2024 is the 50th Anniversary for GDCTA. Yippee! I have been kicking around ideas for the celebration happening 
at the new Dog Days of Summer Dressage show at Wills Park over the August 10th-11th weekend. It’s going to 
take a village to pull it all together. I would love you to be part of it. Would you like to be on the celebration 
committee? Contact me right away. 

• The countdown is on for the first GDCTA show of the season – The Spring Fling Schooling Show April 13th-14th at 
the Wills Park Equestrian Center in Alpharetta. The prize list will be out shortly.  
Details: https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-5425428 

• The Collected Remarks yearbook will be online-only this year. Advertising is available now!  
Details: https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-5458213 

• The Training Grant program is accepting applications now through June 1.  
Details: https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-5591092 

• The shows and clinics are in the works but expect to see at least two schooling show weekends, at least three 
USEF/USDF show weekends, and clinics – dressage, eventing, and Kudzu. Remember to stay on top of events 
using the Event Calendar: https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/events. We are working on weekday shows at Wills Park 
so check back often! Remember that scores earned at the GDCTA-hosted shows are counted twice toward year-
end awards. 

• Check out the new Programs page to see what we offer for Grants, Youth, and more: 
https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/Programs. 

 
Now, I'm going to tackle my very long To Do list because I need to get all my ducks in a row for the post-Gala season! This 
is the part of the marathon where I have to dig deep and summon every last ounce of energy and brain power I have so 
that I can make a solid shift from Gala to horse shows and more. Knowing how excited members are for this year is very 
motivating, so thank you for continuing to encourage and support me! 
 

OUTSIDE THE SANDBOX
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OUTSIDE THE SANDBOX

GRANT
OPPORTUNITY

janiepride@yahoo.com

https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/Programs

Janie Pride

GDCTA

THE GDCTA GRANT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE FUNDING
SUPPORT FOR GDCTA MEMBER-RIDERS WHO ARE WORKING TO
SHARPEN THEIR RIDING SKILLS. FOUR GRANTS OF $800 EACH WILL BE
OFFERED TO GDCTA MEMBERS FOR CONCENTRATED WORK WITH A
TRAINER OF THEIR CHOICE WITHIN ONE YEAR OF RECEIVING THE GRANT
AWARD. 
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The Volunteer Coordinator is responsible for overseeing Volunteer activities 
for organization events particularly dressage show.

A Volunteer Coordinator helps organize all aspects of volunteering, from 
recruiting new volunteers to promoting opportunities for people who want 
more hours in their schedule for the volunteer program. 

GDCTA Seeks a Volunteer Coordinator.

They also keep  event organizers informed about administrative changes, 
schedule changes, and who needs training or has experience, et cetera.

If this is your jam, please contact Caren Caverly (ccaverly@comcast.net).

Also seeking a Sponsorship Coordinator. Ask Caren for details!
ccaverly@comcast.net / 770-713-4025 

OUTSIDE THE SANDBOX
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January 20-29, 2021!

Accepting Silent Auction 
items now! 

Caren Caverly
ccaverly@comcast.net

770-713-4025

Get your Barn Basket for the 
raffle in early! 

Lori Goodwin
lori@goodwinfam.org

404-226-1770

	
	
 

     GDCTA Horse of the Month - Athena 

About MC Lady Kid Dixon, “Athena”
This beautiful, young, 8 yo Quarter Horse/Paint mare is my 
heart horse. She was born in my barn in the wee hours of the 
morning on April 15, 2015. She was so tiny and so friendly 
the moment we met. Athena is a true work of art! Her name 
comes from her lady warrior mother and she is a goddess.

2023 was amazing. Athena and I won eighth place in Intro 
Dressage and ninth place in combined training within the 
Amoeba division. This is our official first year as GDCTA 
members! We did it!!! Together!!!

~ Mary Catherine Chewning

Personality- In addition to her gorgeous color and markings she, like her mother, is fast, 
headstrong, and loves to jump! But like her sire, she is kind, willing, and very loving. 

Antics - Her two favorite antics are to run away from me right before our lesson when she is 
tired she will get mad and start stomping her foot when she’s walking.

Favorite Treat- Little alfalfa cubes

To show you just how special she is, the 
picture at the right was taken during the 
summer of 2023. She was at a full 
gallop around our pasture. She was headed 
straight for me and I had the camera ready. 
She swerved at the last moment. The 
resulting photograph told the story. Her eye 
was filled with love and playfulness.

(Photo above: 1st place at the local Coosa 
Valley Fair, Rome, Ga. Oct. 2023)
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Why do people ride Horses? Why do people choose to teach it? 

by Claire Foster, HoyaVision TV 
originally published online as a part of her broadcasting class portfolio last semester at Harrison High School

  
Foxberry Farm is an equestrian facility in Dallas, Georgia 
teaching the sport of Eventing which is an English 
discipline involving 3-phases of riding – dressage, cross-
country jumping and stadium jumping. Becoming a 
trainer is not a typical career path, but it is an exciting 
and fulfilling one. In addition, riding is an activity 
that benefits a person's life and can be enjoyed for a 
lifetime.  
 

 
(Caption: Trainer Alison Cochran and her horse Kane) 

 
Alison Cochran is one of the trainers at Foxberry Farm, 
and she has been a trainer for 32 years. Her favorite 
aspect of being a trainer is the kids. She says, “I enjoy 
seeing their growth, seeing their excitement and 
encouraging them through their failures, and helping 
them sort of see all that they are." This is a great 
example of how dedicated these trainers are to 
their students.  
 
Kim Abernathy, Foxberry Farm owner and trainer, 
decided she wanted to be a trainer because she never 
took lessons when she was younger, but was a 'barn rat' 
always "helping everybody else and … cleaning stalls." 
She recalls, "I can remember looking out the stall 
window watching the coaches, and then as I got older, I 
thought I'm going to do that one day,” and so then I did. 
Just as Kim watched through that stall window and was 
inspired to pursue a career with horses, most individuals 
are influenced by the people around them.  
 
Abernathy has been a trainer for 23 years. She believes 
that working with horses teaches three essential life 
skills:  
 

 

 
• a good work ethic because horses are a lot of 

work 
• good time management because barn time 

doesn't go the same as normal time – barn time 
goes by way fast 

• perseverance because things don't always go 
right 

  
If Foxberry Farm's trainers are the heart of their riding 
program, then its riders are the lifeblood of the 
program. Hadley Heller, 15, has been riding for around 
six years.  She says that what she loves about riding is 
"the competing aspect of it because I'm really 
competitive and I just like competing with my friends."  
Like many sports, the competition aspect of Eventing is 
definitely one of the best parts; it is what makes sports 
fun. Kintizing Bounds, 14, has nine years of riding 
experience and believes that riding can benefit a 
person. She says, "It's definitely kinda therapeutic... it 
does become a de-stressor for me like lots of the time." 
Bounds expands on the idea that riding horses can be 
beneficial to your mental health just like many other 
sports. Evelyn Dampier, 14, has been riding for about 
ten years and she explained that she got involved in the 
sport because her "neighbor actually had toy horses 
that I became obsessed with and she soon got me into 
riding."  
 
All of these riders work very hard to balance their own 
lives with their training and riding commitments. A 
typical week at the barn for a competing equestrian is a 
five-day commitment. For most of these riders, this is a 
passion sport. They have fallen in love with the 
community it creates, their horses, and the benefits it 
provides. So, for them, time spent at the barn is the best 
time because it is filled with joy, connection, and 
horses.   
  
 

(Caption: Rider Evelyn Dampier on her horse Bhodi) 

OUTSIDE THE SANDBOX



DRESSAGE
GDCTA GRANT TRAINING EXPERIENCE 

By Ginny Henry and “Glitter Girl” 
This year has been a thrilling ride, filled with intense 
training, emotional moments, love, and gratitude. After 
a 12-year hiatus from riding, my goal was to simply ride 
again. Now, as a mother of three, a wife, and the owner 
of two businesses, my love and passion for riding never 
faded. Initially, I had no intention of returning to my 
younger days of competing, traveling, and training. 
However, on March 11th, 2021, everything changed 
when I found a mare that reignited my passion for riding 
and training. 

Although I had a lot on my plate, I knew that I had to 
pursue this passion as it was in my blood. I was unsure 
how my family would react or how I would handle the 
financial and mental demands of riding again. However, 
after discussing my plans with my husband, he was 
supportive and decided to join me in this journey. With 
the help of a grant from GDCTA, we took lessons with 
Jodie Kelly, attended boot camps with Yvonne Barteau, 
and rode with Anna Marek and Betsy Steiner. The 
support we received from these individuals and the 
dressage community has been incredible.   

 

My mare, "Glitter Girl," has been my emotional support 
and partner, pushing me to set higher goals and achieve 
them. Our first goal was to obtain our USDF Bronze 
medal, and we are only two scores away from achieving 
it. Looking back, I am grateful to GDCTA for giving us the 
opportunity to improve with the grant's help. 

Thank you once again to everyone who has supported 
us along the way, and we look forward to seeing what 
the future holds for me and "Glitter Girl." 
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Turn the Saddle, NOT the Bridle!  
By Amelia Newcomb 

 
Have you ever heard the phrase "taking the reins" used 
to mean taking control of something? Yeah, I bet all the 
time! It’s a pretty common phrase! Well, next time 
someone says that to you, tell them the whole of the 
English-speaking world has been working under a 
misapprehension about the reins!  
 
 
Sure, reins are important, but they’re part of a MUCH 
bigger equation! If you want to turn correctly and 
effectively, you’ve got to turn with the SADDLE, not the 
bridle! The saddle is the true steering wheel of your 
horse.  
 
Most people, if they want to turn left, they just pull the 
left rein, but all this 
does is take the 
horse’s neck to the 
inside. This throws 
them off balance and 
then they swing their 
body out to correct 
this. Then the horse’s 
whole body just falls 
to the outside.  
 
Sure, you’ll get some 
sort of a turn, but 
your horse’s risk of 
tripping will be pretty 
high, and the quality 
of the turn will be 
very low. In fact, turn would be a loose term for what 
really would just be an extended drift! Turning the 
saddle is the way to avoid this dreaded drift action! 
 
Here’s how to "Turn the Saddle" to turn left.  
 

1. Have contact with your horse 
2. Push in with outside upper right thigh. 
3. Place outside lower leg a little back.  
4. Push the saddle around the turn 

 
If your horse is a dedicated drifter from years of bridle 
turning, don’t worry, they’ll learn! But try this exercise 
to help teach them the new way of turning gradually.  

 
Ride a Geometric Shape to avoid the drift!  
 

• Instead of expecting a pure circle when 
learning how to turn through the saddle, 
turn in tiny increments instead. 

• Give the aids to turn as above,  
• Then ride straight for a few strides.  
• Then turn again.  
• This will result in a pentagonal or 

hexagonal shape, but as your horse 
learns and you get stronger giving the 
aid, you will be able to ride a circle.  

•  
If you’ve been bridle turning all your life, these 
exercises will really help improve the quality of your 

turns! 
Have a 
look at 
the video 
and see 
the 
difference 
in 
Mercurio 
when we 
do each 
turn:                  

https://youtu.be/l1uu2P5lhyg 
 
Let me know in the comments of the video if the 
exercises help you and keep an eye on your inbox for 
the final email in my welcome series that has THE best 
exercise for suppling your horse and getting them on 
the bit! 
 
Happy Riding!  
 



EVENTING
GDCTA Training Grant Provides for In-Depth and  

Transforming Instruction 
By Crockett Miller 

 
I applied for the GDCTA Training Grant knowing I 
wanted to aim for a working student position 
somewhere over the summer where I’d be able to take 
both of my horses, Mr Panda and Swell Continental, 
with me. Thankfully, Mary Bess Davis had room for me 
and my two horses, and I was very lucky to have 
received the funds from the Training Grant to afford 
spending two months getting amazing, one-on-one help 
from Mary Bess. On top of lessons, I learned so much 
from being able to work in the barn, such as helping 
with vet and farrier visits, and helping clients look at a 
sales horse. 
 
After the first few weeks of taking jump and flat lessons 
with Mary Bess, it was clear I needed to completely 
reinvent how I was going about jumping both of my 
horses. This meant rewiring my brain and breaking year-
old habits that were ok for the level I was competing, 
but not any higher. Having had Mr Panda for six years 
and since he was four years old meant that we had 
shared habits that we needed to overcome. For forever, 
I had been under the impression that Panda would 
jump a course best if I let him have his head, but with 
careful work under Mary Bess, I learned I was letting 
him go to the fences with a hollowed frame and 
therefore any impulsion we created was turning into 
speed. Swell Continental needed to be put into a 
collected frame to keep from spooking at the fences, 
but Mary Bess taught me that I was taking too much 
from his canter by collecting him without adding leg. So 
with my two very different geldings, I learned to change 
the way I was riding them over fences by creating a 
rounder, more energetic canter on Panda, and being 
confident enough to put my leg on when coming to a 
fence on Swell Continental. 
  
Aside from improving and retraining my aids, Mary Bess 
helped me with my position drastically as well. I had 
never realized how unstable my lower leg was on the  

 
landing off a fence or that I was a bit behind the vertical 
on the flat. Not only did I learn to keep my lower leg still 
and to sit up on the vertical, but I learned what these 
improvements did for my riding and my horses’ ways of 
going. Landing with my calf still in contact with the 
horse’s side allowed for me to ask for them to soften as 
I landed and with the subtleness of my leg already being 
there rather than it swinging back into place during the 
stride after. The most drastic result I felt from a change 
in my position was Swell Continental’s ability to come 
round through his entire body once I brought my 
shoulders directly over my hips. 

(Pictured: Mary Bess with me on Swell Continental at the 
June Stable View Horse Trials almost a month in to my 
working for her.) 
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EVENTING
I saw results like this more and more as I spent my time 
working for and with Mary Bess this past summer, and 
it was an incredible experience. I am so thankful I was 
able to afford spending my summer getting such in-
depth and transforming instruction with both of my 
horses. 

(Pictured above: Here’s another photo of Swell Continental in 
a jump lesson with Mary Bess.) 
 

Chiropractic Enhancement

www.EquineCanineChiropracticEnhancement.com

678-642-2345



GDCTA Board 2024
OFFICERS

                                               President: Caren Caverly
                                         VP Dressage: Abigail Kroupa
                                          VP Eventing: Joanne Morse
                                              Treasurer: Peter West
               Corresponding Secretary: Carol Tresan
                         Recording Secretary: Ashley Boyd

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Lindsey Burns
Lacey Halstead

Liz Molloy
Janie Pride

Danielle Perry
Julie Shannon

YOUTH MEMBERS
TBA

The 2024 Board was seated at the 
January 15th meeting

GDCTA BUSINESS
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Newsletter Submission 
Guidelines

   Collected Remarks is the official publication of the 
   Georgia Dressage and Combined Training Association, 
Inc. 
   (GDCTA), a non-profit, exempt corporation organized 
   under Section 501© (3). It is the monthly newsletter 
   designed to inform, educate and entertain the 
   membership. The Editors encourage members to submit 
   original advertising, articles, photographs, and artwork 
   for possible publication. The editors of ‘Collected 
   Remarks’ reserve the right to reject any advertising or 
   article deemed to be unsuitable for this newsletter. 

   • Editorial contributions of 600 words or less 
      (accompanied by photos with permission to publish, if 
      applicable) are welcomed although publication cannot 
      be guaranteed.
   • GDCTA is not responsible for the opinions and 
      statements expressed in signed articles or paid 
      advertisements. 

   GDCTA Collected Remarks welcomes submissions of 
   quality color dressage and sport-horse photographs. All 
   mounted riders must be wearing appropriate headgear 
   (a safety helmet, a derby, or a top hat). Photos must 
   be accompanied by complete captions, including the full 
   names of all subjects. 

   For print, only high resolution (300dpi) Jpeg or PDF files 
   will be accepted. 

   Please submit electronically to 
designonpenny@yahoo.com and webmaster@gdcta.org.

Committees 2024 

 

1) Nominating – 2 Non outgoing board members. 
2) Grievance – 2 VP’s and only if there is a complaint. 
3) Finance  

a. Chair – Peter West 
b. Sponsorship – Caren Caverly 

4) Awards -  
a. Grants –Janie Pride 

5) Award Banquet - 
a.  Chair – Caren Caverly 
b.  Silent Auction – Joanne Morse, Abi Kroupa & Lacey Halstead 
c.  Barn Raffle – Julie Shannon & Katie Patton 

6) Education –  
a. Chair – Julie Shannon 
b. Clinics – Caren Caverly, Joanne Morse, Abi Kroupa 
c. Kudzu – Danielle Perry & Lacey Halstead 
d. L Program – Marian Bickers 

7) Youth -  
a.  Chair – Joanne Morse, Abigail Kroupa 
b.  Schooling or Grassroots – Open 
c.  Recognized – Liz Molloy, Janie Pride 
d.    Collegiate – Amanda Garner 

       8) Communication -  

a. Chair – Joanne Morse 
b. Yearbook – Penny Morse, June Brewer 
c. Newsletter – Penny Morse, June Brewer 
d. Website – June Brewer 
e. Social Media – June Brewer, Abigail Kroupa 
f. Membership – Mary Lou Freil 

9) Show – 
a. Chair – Julie Shannon 
b. Recognized – Caren Caverly 
c. Schooling – Caren Caverly 

1 Horse Show Recognition – Carol Tresan 
d. Volunteer Coordinator – Open 
e. 50th Anniversary - Open 

GDCTA BUSINESS
Committees 2024
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Abby Cameron Taylor 
Abbey Dondanville 
Abigail Puthoff 
Amanda Moretz Bodywork 
Amber Cavalier Splier 
Amy Hoffield 
Andrea Krakovsky 
Annie's Equestrian Apparel 
Ashley Marascalco 
Atlanta Marriott Alpharetta 
Atlanta Saddlery 
Atlanta Youth Dressage Challenge 
Autumn Lewis 
Barbara Johnson 
Becky Aukamp 
Bella Medspa - Alethea Tinkle 
Brad Thatcher 
Caitlyn Brennan 
Cara McNamee, DVM 
Cardinal Crest Farm –  
Chandilyn Wicker 
Caren Caverly 
Carolyn Rice 
Caryl Berzack 
Celeste Barnes 
Chanda Smith 
Charlotte Detienne Photography 
Cherokee Feed and Seed 
Cheryl Williams 
Chip Caverly 
Christi Meyers 
Christine Murray, DVM 
Cindy Thaxton 
CornerStone Equestrian 

Courtney Cook 
Courtney Hildebrant 
Cora Williamson 
Crockett Miller 
CU at X Tack 
David Erdek Photography 
Dawn Johnson 
Debbie Eubanks 
Deniro Boots 
Devon Fowler 
Diana Hollis 
Diana Salzmann 
Dolly Woodruff Kennedy 
EasyCare, Inc. 

Eliot Axt 
Elizabeth Samoluk Fine Art LLC 
Elizabeth Vaughn 
Elleene Morgan 
Equus Optimus Training Center 
Erudite Equestrian - Abi Kroupa 
Evelyn Dampier 
Everleigh Dubois 
FarmVet 
FCA Equestrian 
Fernwood Investment Management 
Finish Line Horse Products 
Foxberry Farm 

Free Form Farm 
Frog Catcher Farm 

Georgia Sport Horses 
Gillespie's Peanuts - Nancy Roger 
Glenn Mitchell 
Go With It Farm 

Golden Shield Business Brokers 

Great American Insurance Group 
GumBits 
Harmony Grove Farm 
Harmony Saddle Fitting - Nancy Bardy 
HGF Equestrian 
High Point Farm 
High Time Photography 
Holland Portraits 
Horse&Country TV 

Janie Pride 
Jennifer Melcher, DVM 
Julie Ballard Haralson 
Julie Norman 
June Brewer 
K & L Ribbons 
Karen Lipp 

Katharine McQueen 
Katherine Wallace 
Kathy Gilker 
Kayce Redmond 
Kelli Agnew 
Kelly Herd Jewelry 
Kelly Karson 
Kelsey Abbott 
Kim Keffer 
Kimberly Schisler Sosebee 
Kris Pinto 
Kroupa Team Real Estate 

La Quinta - Conyers 
Lacey Halstead 
Laura Casey 
Leah Marks 
Leigh Kent-Scherzer 
Leila Saxe 
Liberty Acres Dressage LLC 
Linda Light 
Linden Gaspar 
Lisa & John Seger 
Lisa Seger Insurance 
Liz Molloy 
Lori Berger 
Lou Roth 
Lucy Calhoun 
Luther Ranch 
Malin Eriksson 
MangoBay Design 
Mare Modern Goods 
Market Street Promotions 
Martine Duff 
Mary Lou Freil 
Meg McGuire Photography 
Megan Godley 
Melody Moore Jackson 
Michelle Klymko & Whiskey 
Mirrors for Training USA 

Molly Shewmaker 
Mrs. Pastures Cookies 
Nancy Ginn 
Nancy Thrasher 
Nancy Wurtz 
Nutrena 
Olivia Garner 
Optimus Equine Feed 
Pagan Gilman - LSI 
Pat Borders 
Patricia Powell 
Poplar Place Farm 
Reagan Tibbitts 
Renee Miller 
Richard Cohn 
Richard's Equine Videos 

Riding Warehouse 

River Mist Equestrian LLC 
Robin Puryear 
Sandra Almond 
Sandra Carnet 

GDCTA BUSINESS
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Thank you for your generous gifts! 

Before we list the GDCTA GOATs, we must clarify who those GOATs are.  The GOATS are the benefactors, donors, and sponsors of this organization.

Donors	
Kelsey	 Abbott
Molly	 Adams
Sandra	 Almond
Becky	 Aukamp
Eliot	 Axt
Meghan 	 Cameron
Jamie	 Comstock
Ains	 Cushion
Susan	 Day
Terre	 Davies
Debbie	 Eubanks
Robin 	 Felton
Kathy	 Gilker
Carol	 Glover
Tamara	Gomez
Amy	 Hoffield
Anna	 Howell
Michele	Jester
Dawn	 Johnson
Kim	 Keffer
Andie	 Krakovsky
Anabelle	 Kurtz
Lois	 Lassiter
Mia	 Lecca
Sydney	 Lee
Linda	 Light
Susanne 	 Lauda
Crocket	Miller
Brie	 Murray
Chantelle 	 Noble
Tammy	 Pearson
Kris	 Pinto
Patricia	Powell
Janie	 Pride
Robin	 Puryear
Carolyn 	 Rice
Elin	 Sebert
Sara	 Serban
Marline	Syribeys
Karolyn 	 Wangstad
Virginia	Woodcock

Sponsors
Lisa Seger Insurance
Riding Warehouse
Wilsun Custom Horse Products

Awards Gala
SILENT AUCTION
DONORS
Alpharetta Wellness Collective / Sarah Druckman
Andrea Shuck, Thompson and Associates Equine Medical 
Associates
Atlanta Marriott Alpharetta
Atlanta Saddlery 
Atlanta Youth Dressage Challenge
Beauty Skin Laser
Bella MedSpa
Bev Hear
Bradford Renaissance Portraits
Brittany Purcell
Calisto’s Cookies
Caren Caverly
Charlotte Detienne
Chick-fil-A
Christine Murray, Thompson and Associates Equine Medi-
cal Associates
Code V Performance
Courtney Bryson
CrossRail Apparel and Tack
Danielle Perry
David Erdek Portrait Photography
Debra Cohen
Denise Garlinghouse
Dover Saddlery
Dr. Patricia Seebach
Eye-On-Images
Finish Line Horse Products
Five Star Chiropractic
Flourish Equine Bodywork - Jennifer Thompson
Friends of GDCTA
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Thank you for your generous gifts! 

Before we list the GDCTA GOATs, we must clarify who those GOATs are.  The GOATS are the benefactors, donors, and sponsors of this organization.
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GOAT—Greatest Of All Time

GDCTA
Ginger Gilmore
Harmany Saddle Fitting / Nancy Bardy
Holland Portraits
In Memory of Liz Faso
Inspired By A Dream
Inspired Riding / Beth Parrish
James Burtwell
Janie Pride
Jennifer Melcher, Thompson and Associates Equine Medical 
Associates
Julie Cochran Dressage
June Brewer
K Williams Photography
Karen McGoldrick
Karen West
Katie Erpel Dressage
Kroupa Team Real Estate
LeMieux
Lisa Dolny Photography
Lisa Seger Insurance
LUXE Painted Portraits, LLC
Lynda Sanford
Mags Mobile Tack
Mare Goods
Marriott Bonvoy
NM Dressage
Osborne Dressage
Peggy Miles
REDINGOTE
Revelation Farm
Richard's Equine Video
Riding Warehouse
Signal-Health LLC
Silver Lining Stables
Silver Spurs Stable
Sugar Magnolia Lipizzans
Susan Easton Burns
Tammy Pearson
Taramia Pony Club
Team Tate Academy
The Dressage Foundation
The Mane Monogram
The Riding School
The Snooty Fox

BARN BASKET RAFFLE
DONORS
Cornerstone Equestrian
Foxberry Farm Money Tree
Frogcatcher Farm - Basket Fit for a Queen
Harmony Grove Farm
Julie Cochran Dressage - Wine, Women, and Whinnies
Noble Steeds
Peace of Heaven Farm
Post Oak Farm
River Mist Equestrian
Taramia Riding Academy
Team Ghost
Three Thoroughbred Farms
Williamson Farrier and Forge & Amber LoPresti Equestrian

GDCTA BUSINESS

The Woodcock Family
Tough 1
Triple Crown Feed
UGA
Unlimited Dressage
USDF
Wholehorse Saddle Fitting / Lacey Halstead
Wildhorse Tack & Feed
Wilsun Custom Horse Products
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Georgia Dressage and Combined Training 
Association  

 
Regular Meeting 

December 18, 2023 
 
 
President Caren Caverly called the membership meeting 
of the GDCTA to order on December 18, 2023, at 7:00 
pm on Zoom.   
 
Secretary, Ashley Boyd, performed a roll call. A quorum 
of the board consisting of Caren Caverly, Abigail Kroupa, 
Joanne Morse, Ashley Boyd, Peter West, Danielle Perry, 
Liz Malloy, and Carol Tresan were present.  Guest Ginny 
Henry joined us.  The minutes of the regular meeting 
November 13, 2023, were emailed to board members 
prior to meeting. Abigail motioned to approve the 
minutes; Danielle seconded the minutes were passed by 
the board.  
 
Grant Committee (Janie): Ginny Henry was the Adult 
Amateur Training Grant winner. Ginny reported on her 
experience with the grant. The grant was so helpful for 
her travel and taking lessons because she had to travel a 
minimum of 2 hours for lessons. She is two scores away 
from getting her Bronze Medal – she has one score in 
the 80s! She won the musical freestyle for First Level at 
Regionals. It was great to hear the success she had 
thanks to the grant money! Janie reported on other 
success that grant recipients had shared. 
 
Conventions Update:  
USDF - Caren, Danielle, and Liz attended, Abigail was 
sick and unable to attend. The USDF Convention was 
smaller than usual. It was very informative, and the 
meeting structure has made it easier for everybody to 
attend the meetings. The nominations committee is 
asking for a PM delegate candidate and the deadline is 
in April. They are working towards getting members to 
join GMOs as well. The Freestyle Committee will be 
restructured into the Judges Committee. They are 
promoting the instructor trainer program. Caren 
reported on additional updates in the judging programs, 
grant, awards, youth and handler programs. The Region 
3 meeting for 2024 will be in Houston and 2025 in 
Lexington. They had the introduction of At Large 
candidates. In regard to the rule changes meeting, if you 
wonder about the changes go to USDF Rulebook.  
 
USEA - Joanne and Carol attended and it was a smaller 
convention as well. It was a different structure this year 
as well. Joanne and Carol reported on the discussions 

on Safety, U21 Program, rule changes, the ECP, Affiliate 
meeting that talked about ways to get volunteers and 
track them, nutrition meeting, and Young Riders. Next 
year’s meeting is in Seattle.  
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
• Communication (Joanne): Nothing to report 
• Show Committee (Julie): Nothing to report 
• Finance (Peter): Nothing to report  
• Youth Program (Joanne): Finishing up the Letterman 
jacket program action list 
• Awards (Janie): Nothing to report 
• Education (Julie): a UGA vet offered to speak at the 
beginning of the Gala.  
• Gala (Caren): Gala - We need to have the Gala make a 
profit this year. We are currently low on baskets and 
auction items and need everybody to work on 
donations. 369 ribbons will be given out this year. Ticket 
sales are going very well with only 170 tickets left. Caren 
will email the list of jobs for the event.  
• Nominating: Nothing at this time. 
                                                               
OLD BUSINESS  

• Email Blasts – (Caren): Gala 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Committee list will be emailed out for people to 
sign up for committees for 2024 

            
Joanne made a motion to adjourn. Liz seconded. Motion 
passed.  
 
Next meeting is the budget meeting on January 15, 
2024, on Zoom at 7 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GDCTA BUSINESS
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
For information about advertising in the Collected 
Remarks newsletter, please email: 

webmaster@gdcta.org

Ad space is limited. Scheduled ads are due by the 5th 
of the month prior to publication. Information about 
advertising is also available online at: 

GDCTA.org/advertise

The deadline for articles is also the 5th of the month 
prior to publication. Advertisements and Articles 
should be emailed to: webmaster@gdcta.org 

The advertisements contained herein are paid advertisements. 
The information is provided by the service provider. The GDCTA 
makes no specific recommendations for any particular company, 
individual, or service.

GOOD KARMA

A STEP-BY-STEP LOOK AT HOW YOU ARE NEEDED

VOLUNTEERING
101

Volunteering is a great way to meet new people in your
area who share your passion.

WATCH & LEARN

Most volunteer posts involve spectating, putting you in
prime position do a show report, give live-action updates

to friends at home, and be the first to post video on
Facebook

We all know that it takes a lot of time, energy, and
money to put on an event, and volunteering is a way to
help out the gracious hosts and organizers, as well as

help make sure entry fees are kept down.

Volunteering is a good deed and helping others brings
deep personal satisfaction

MAKE FRIENDS

In addition to watching great and not-so-great riders,
volunteering can teach you the nuances of the rules, the

details on scoring systems, and maybe net you some
pointers from judges and technical delegates.

BE IN THE ACTION

SUPPORT THE SPORT

For Information & To Sign Up

 
LIZ FASO MEMORIAL VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

SPONSORED BY WILSUN CUSTOM HORSE PRODUCTS
 

https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-5115868
 

Caren Caverly, Volunteer Coordinator (temp.)
ccaverly@comcast.net / 770-713-4025

GDCTA BUSINESS

ORGANIZE A 
GDCTA-RECOGNIZED 

SCHOOLING SHOW
If you are organizing a schooling show and wish to 
have it GDCTA Recognized (so riders can use the 

scores 
towards our year-end awards), submit the Recogni-
tion form. Shows won’t be added to our calendars 

until the Recognition form is received.

Please review the other information and specifica-
tions/guidelines we have provided. For specific 

questions regarding recognition procedures, email 
Carol Tresan at Happy_horses@hotmail.com

Recognition details: 
https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/GDCTA-Recognition



GDCTA EVENT CALENDAR (GDCTA Events are in RED) 
 

To find events online, go to https://bit.ly/GDCTA_Events 
 
GDCTA Events 

 Mar 15-16 
USDF L Program Part 2 

Ocala, FL Marian Bickers mcbjumper@gmail.com 

 Apr 13-14 
Spring Fling Schooling Show 

Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Jun 10-13 
GDCTA & Area 3 YR 
Eventing Summer camp 

Fairburn, GA Joanne Morse Joannemorse1@yahoo.com 

 Aug 31-Sept 1 
End of Summer Finals 
Schooling Show 

Conyers, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 
GDCTA USEF/USDF HORSE SHOWS 

 May 11-12 
Greater Atlanta Dressage 
Southern I & II 

Conyers, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Aug 10-11 
Dog Days of Summer 
Dressage 

Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Oct 5-6 
2025 Show Season 

Atlanta National Fall 
Dressage 

Conyers, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 
GDCTA-Recognized Schooling Shows  
(green=pending, black=approved, red=GDCTA hosted) 
 
 

2024 Show / Award Season 
GDCTA 

 
April 13-14:  

Spring Fling Wills Park, 
Alpharetta, GA 

 
Aug 31-Sep 1:  

End of Summer Finals 
GIHP, Conyers, GA 

 
The Lisa Seger Insurance AA 
Medal class is offered on all 
dates. (Training Level, Test 

3) 
 

Caren Caverly 
ccaverly@comcast.net 

770-713-4025 
GDCTA.org 

AYDC 
 

GIHP 
Conyers, GA 

 

February 17 
March 16 
April 27 
May 18 
June 1 

June 15 
July 20 

August 17 
September 7 

September 28 
 

Elizabeth Molloy 
missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

770-634-4089 
taramiaridingschool.com 

Big Cheese HT, CT & 
Dressage Show Series 

 
Ashland Farm 

1541 Highway 138 
Walnut Grove GA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Templeton 
bigcheeseeventing@gmail.com 

706-207-6055 
bigcheeseeventing.com 

Chattahoochee Hills Eventing 
at Bouckaert Farm 

 
9445 Browns Lake Road 

Fairburn, GA 
 

April 6 
May 4 
June 8 

August 10 
September 7 

 
 
 
 
 

info@chatthillseventing.com 
770-892-2117 

chatthillseventing.com 

Caren Caverly, GDCTA AWARDS CHAIR 
Recognized & Schooling Shows 

ccaverly@comcast.net  
770-713-4025 
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GDCTA BUSINESS
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GDCTA EVENT CALENDAR (GDCTA Events are in RED) 
 

 
The Farm at Five Points 

 
1861 Berry Bennett Rd 

Chatsworth, GA 
 

March 16 
May 18 
June 22 

September 21 
 

The Lisa Seger Insurance AA 
Medal class is offered on all 
dates. (Training Level, Test 

3) 
 
 

Aly Rattazzi 
fivepointsshows@gmail.com 

706-502-7324 
 

Foxberry Farm 
 

2340 School Rd 
Dallas, GA 

 
May 11 
June 15 

September 14 
 

The Lisa Seger Insurance AA 
Medal class is offered on all 

dates. (Training Level, Test 3) 
 
 
 
 

Kim Abernathy 
kimfoxberry@gmail.com 

770-778-4067 
 

FCHP 
 

Full Circle Horse Park 
5555 Wolf Creek Road 

Pell City, AL 
 

March 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Janice Ballard 
janice@fullcirclehorsepark.c

om 
205-516-9052 

Fullcirclehorsepark.com 
 

LEAF Series at Honeysuckle Hills 
Farm 

 
4186 Nopone Road 

Gainesville GA 
 

March 23 
June 1 

August 24 
 

The Lisa Seger Insurance AA 
Medal class is offered on all 

dates. (Training Level, Test 3) 
 
 
 

Dana Ferguson 
678-519-0158 

allfersgs@bellsouth.net 
 
 

The Lisa Seger Insurance 
AA Medal class is offered 

maryloufreil@gmail.com

Oxer Farm 
 

6940 Kenimer Rd 
Clermont, GA 

 
April 6 
May 11 
June 29 

August 3 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandra Carnet 
scarnet@carnetstudio.com 

770-654-3934 
OxerFarm.com 

Poplar Place Farm 
 

US Hwy 27 
Hamilton, GA 

 
2024 South Region PC 

Eventing Rally 
April 6-7 

 
The Lisa Seger Insurance AA 
Medal class is offered on all 

dates. (Training Level, Test 3) 
 
 
 
 
 

poplarplacefarm.com 
 

River Mist Equestrian  
 

15570 Birmingham Hwy 
Milton, GA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Scherrens 
jen@rivermistequine.com 

770-605-3822 
 

Stable View  
 

117 Stable Dr 
Aiken, SC 

 
February 28 

March 10 
March 27 

May 8 
June 12 
July 10 
July 21 

August 11 
September 11 

 
Cyndy Olliff 

cyndy@stableviewfarm.com 
 

The Lisa Seger Insurance 
AA Medal class is offered 

denisefoxberry@gmail.com

    

1996 Centennial Olympic 

GDCTA BUSINESS



1 Jan. New Year's Day
15 Jan. Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.
19 Feb. Washington's Birthday (Presidents' Day)
31 Mar. Easter

27 May Memorial Day
19 June Juneteenth
4 July Independence Day
2 Sept. Labor Day

14 Oct. Columbus Day
11 Nov. Veterans Day
28 Nov. Thanksgiving Day
25 Dec. Christmas

Holidays and common observances (United States)

October
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

29 30 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 1 2

November
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

27 28 29 30 31 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

December
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 1 2 3 4

July
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

30 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 1 2 3

August
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

September
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 1 2 3 4 5

April
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

31 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 1 2 3 4

May
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

28 29 30 1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 1

June
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 1 2 3 4 5 6

January
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

31 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 1 2 3

February
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 1 2

March
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

25 26 27 28 29 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31 1 2 3 4 5 6

2024 Calendar
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