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At Philip James, being part of the local community
isn’t a tagline, it's what we do.

For over 20 years, we've supported local organisations, schools,
charities and sports groups, helping create the kind of events
and spaces that bring people together.

When a community thrives, so do the people in it - and that's
exactly where we want to be.
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CONTENTS

Welcome to Didsbury Arts Festival 2026, a wide-ranging festival PERFORMANCE -04
of contemporary arts and creativity celebrating all things artistic
— locally, nationally and internationally! VISUALARTS - 11

Our theme this year, ‘visible, invisible’, is about shining a light on WORDS -7
people and things not often in the spotlight, and we invite you CALENDAR -22
to uncover hidden stories across our communities, challenge

your perception, and experience the joy of creativity. With loads MUSIC -24
of events, including workshops and classes, you can explore all WORKSHOPS -32

the artforms and discover something new.

VENUES -43

Look out for Manchester’s favourite poet Mike Garry
collaborating with some very special live musicians, award
winning theatre maker and ‘Fringe Legend’ Victoria Melody,
and the very wonderful Manchester International Roots
Orchestra, but there are many extraordinary experiences
waiting for you across the programme. Look out for the %
to find our top picks.

And much of what is on offer is entirely free, including our
opening at Fletcher Moss, our finale at Fog Lane Park and the
fabulous new Big Burnage Parade, which will proudly celebrate
the creativity of Burnage’s communities and groups, as well as
featuring artwork made by over 400 school children.

Huge thanks must go to the volunteers and community partners
who work tirelessly in the background, and the local business
sponsors and donors who provide financial backing. Such a
diverse, exciting programme cannot happen without their
commitment to our vision.

All information is correct at the time of print. Check Eventbrite for updates.

Buy tickets and get full details of times, locations and access for all performances,
events and workshops at Eventbrite using the QR code.
Note, Eventbrite booking fees may apply.

Join our newsletter, volunteer and make a donation to the charity at
didsburyartsfestival.org.
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DAF 2026 Festival Opening

Come and join us for our official opening event,
outdoors in the beautiful Fletcher Moss park,
with live music, dance, face painting, DJ’s, puppet
shows, community singing and more. The
afternoon will include art in the park, live
storytelling songs from fabulous new indie folk
musician Cat Rose, a folk-style acoustic set by
indie pop band Thirteen Thirteen, site specific
dance in the rockery 'Rooted in Light' by Chloe
Smith and powerful contemporary dance
inspired by Frida Kahlo's Self-Portrait with
Cropped Hair by Greta Zappettini.

Sat 27 Jun | 12:00 - 17:00 | FREE
Fletcher Moss Botanical Gardens

Handle With Care - Ontroerend Goed

Prathiba Batley A theatre performance in a box. No actors, no

A powerful solo Bharatanatyam work by Dr. Prathiba technicians. Just a box. And you. The instructions
Batley, exploring five shades of womanhood — are clear: Let the audience take their seats. Place
divine, comic, lover, survivor and activist. Drawing the box on stage. An audience member stands up
inspiration from ancient Tamil poetry, the piece and opens the box. The show has started. From the
reimagines the classical dance form for Hong Kong Arts Festival to the Milan Triennale and
contemporary audiences. It is both celebration and Wow Festival San Diego, this Belgian theatrical
provocation — a visual and emotional odyssey that composition has been wowing audiences across
speaks across cultures, generations and identities. the world since 2025. Now it’s Didsbury’s turn...
Sun 28 Jun | 15:30- 16:45 | £7.50 Sun 28 Jun | 17:30- 18:45 | £12 / £8
Cornerstone URC Hall, Fog Lane St Catherine's Community Centre

didsburyartsfestival.org | @didsburyartsfestival




ExEl Theatre Company

EXEl Theatre Company is a vibrant 60+ collective
creating bold original theatre. We write, produce
and perform stories rich with humour and heart.
This contemporary programme blends plays and
monologues with simple staging focused on
performance for adult audiences today.

Sun 28 Jun | 18:00 - 20:00 | £7.50
Cornerstone URC Hall, Fog Lane

Less Than Three Collective

An interactive experience where enjoying a cup of
tea and a chat about life becomes a performance.
At Less Than Three Collective, we use interviews
with people to place humanity at the centre of what
we do, creating a cacophony of voices, brewing
connections and partaking of communi-tea...

Tue 30 Jun / Sat 4 Jul | 13:00 - 16:00 DROP IN | FREE
Home Café, Barlow Moor Rd / Didsbury Library

A Citizen's Assembly

?A“LEEDEE“'_AOL‘E_ﬁ Andy Smith
INTERIORS !

We are the citizens! This is our assembly! We are
the actors in this story! What are we doing about
the climate emergency? What are we not doing?
What more should we be doing? Be part of the
story and join the debate with A CITIZENS'
ASSEMBLY, by acclaimed theatre maker Andy
Smith created in collaboration with applied arts
practitioner Lynsey O’Sullivan. ‘Smith’s optimism
is infectious’ Total Theatre. Developed with the
support of The Dukes Theatre Lancaster,

The Social Responsibility Fund and The Tyndall
Centre for Climate Change Research at The
University of Manchester.

Tue 30 Jun | 19:30 - 20:50 | £12 / £8
Didsbury Baptist Church

@didsburyartsfestival | didsburyartsfestival.org | 05




Trouble, Struggle, Bubble & Squeak
Victoria Melody

Award-winning theatre maker and ‘Fringe legend”
(Time Out), Victoria Melody joined a historical
re-enactment society... because we all deal with
divorce differently! What started as a personal
search for happiness turned into a quest to find the
radicals of today. She didn't expect to find them far
from the battlefield, right on her doorstep. Blending
storytelling and stand-up, past and present collide
in this tale of high jinks and resistance. Directed by
Mark Thomas, this celebrates the ordinary people
still shaping history. ‘A joyful testament to people
power % %%’ The Guardian, ‘A moving and
inspirational comic call to arms %% ’ The List.

Thu 2 Jul | 19:30-20:30 | £14 / £10
Didsbury Baptist Church

THE DIDSBURY SALON

07732090242 | 6 Albert Hill Steet, M20 6RF

GET 10% OFF
OUR FULL PRICE LIST.

{

" Book now on 07732090248
" to get your free consulatiqn:
and 10% OFF.

@the_didsbury_séalen

Ben Hodge

In a society and existence where caring for your body
can be seen as a radical act, artist Ben Hodge invites
you into this safe and respectful 1-2-1, to connect
with yourself and find joy in the vessel that carries
you through life. This 7 min performance draws on
Ben's own experience of being a fat, queer person in
a society that seeks to diminish his body and identity.

Sat 4 Jul | 16:30-17:30, 18:30 - 19:15| FREE
Sign up for a 7 min slot
Emmanuel Parish Centre

06 | didsburyartsfestival.org | @didsburyartsfestival




Contemporary Dance Triple Bill
Lia Garner, Joseph Adamson & Jazlyn Goldsworthy

A mesmerizing hour pushing at the edges of contemporary dance by brilliant new artists. Joseph Adamson is a
queer artist and choreographer making waves since graduating from Northern School of Contemporary Dance.
Printerror is a Northern-based dance/performance company who create unique movement languages combining
popping, hip hop and contemporary. Jazlyn Goldsworthy is a Berlin-based Australian artist specialising in clowning,
improvisation and contemporary dance, merging physical virtuosity with play, spontaneity, and raw experience.

Sat4Jul | 17:30-18:30 | £8 / £5
Emmanuel Parish Centre

Brealkages & Concert

Christine Entwisle, Teresa
Brayshaw, special guest Jayne
Ashbourne & Mcr Community Choir

Darkly funny and delicately observed, Breakages
weaves three related monologues into a portrait
of middle aged women navigating obsession, loss
and invisibility. A lanyard worn to bed, the
wreckage of cherished things, the growth of
strange new body parts: award-winning playwright
Christine Entwisle captures lives both absurd and
painfully real. The evening will end with a short
concert by Manchester Community Choir, a diverse
group of acapella singers who love singing a mix of
songs, reflecting their respect for all people, and a
belief in freedom, fairness and peace.

Sun 5 Jul | 19:30 - 21:30 | £12 / £8
Didsbury Baptist Church

@didsburyartsfestival | didsburyartsfestival.org | 07




PARTICIPATION

Big Burnage Parade

Join the parade, or come and support, as it processes
from Burnage Lane to Fog Lane Park. DAF 2026 is
delighted to be working with people and organisations
across Burnage to conceive and deliver the inaugural
Big Burnage Parade, a large-scale project aimed at
making local communities more visible, in one of the
more overlooked wards that neighbour Didsbury.

Drawing on the local history of parading and following
the 2017 Big Burnage Animal Parade run for younger
residents by Burnage Library, the parade will connect
the upper reaches of Burnage Lane with south west
Burnage, crossing the A34 and ending in the park
where Burnage, Withington and Didsbury meet. The
project community partners are Burnage Library,
Burnage Community Centre and Westcroft
Community Centre, supported by Manchester City
Council and a network of local community groups,
schools and religious organisations.

Sun 5Jul | 11.30 - 13:00 | FREE
Victoria Inn on Burnage Lane to Fog Lane

Qo
°

Fog Lane Finale

To round off a week of all things artistic, enjoy an
afternoon in Fog Lane park. Bring the family pack a
picnic or visit one of our food stalls, and settle in for
some fun, entertainment and relaxation.

The final day of Didsbury Arts Festival will be
marked by a huge outdoor celebration of our
communities and their creativity - also featuring the
arrival of the Big Burnage Parade and the
Waste2Waves recycled plastic fish around 1pm, a
full programme of live music from Midland Railway,
The Fleecers, Tea Towel Collective and others,
community stalls and traders, strolling performance
with the Bo Sisters and friends, community sports
and a whole lot more.

Sun 5 Jul | 12:30 - 17:30 | FREE
Fog Lane Park

6
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START.
A CONFIDENT

FUTURE.

At Moor Allerton Preparatory School, we
provide a warm, supportive environment
where every child is known, valued and
encouraged to thrive.

Small class sizes & high level of teaching
Excellent pastoral care
. Nursery from 4 months to Prep School
« Open all year round with Holiday Club provision

Book your visit now via our website
or call now on 0161 445 4521

Q@ 131 Barlow Moor Road, Didsbury, M20 2PW

C 0161 445 4521 Oy

@ www.moorallertonschool.co.uk



“a lesson
could lessen
waste?

We want to inspire the next generation to
take care of the world. That’s why we’ve
partnered with local organisations and
visited over a thousand schools across the
UK, teaching kids how to reduce waste and
recycle more. It’s all part of our mission to
change the way people think about waste.

Change begins with what iff...

&
Search ‘Biffa What Iff’ Blﬁn
to find out more




VISUAL ARTS

Westcroft Art Show B —

Local Artists

Everyone is very welcome at the second Westcroft
Art Show! Artwork made by local people will be on
display throughout DAF 2026 in the run up to the
Big Burnage Parade. ‘We have so many amazing
artists within our local communities who never get
a chance to show what they can do and we want to
change that. Our first show was in 2023, and the
creativity demonstrated was outstanding. With
DAF’s support, we are pleased to be able to
showcase the community’s art again and to even
more people.” For more information, please contact
Linda on westcroftbookings@gmail.com

Thu 25 Jun - Sun 5 Jul | Various | FREE
Westcroft Community Centre

Didsbury Summer Open
Reserve. Manchester Artists
176 Burton Rd For DAF26, we are proudly ‘bringing the Open into

the open’ by partnering with local businesses to
transplant the traditional art gallery experience
directly into the heart of Didsbury Village.

HALF-PRICE
Throughout the festival, the Summer Open will be
R l( l ' g woven into the fabric of the community, appearing at
venues including Cru, Art of Tea, Smoak and Home.
- - Check online for more details.
4() ()+ ‘\ lNES T() This curated trail invites visitors to encounter
] z (™ = 4 g i i
Ll lO(_)bE FROI\;I exceptional works by Greater Mahchestetr artists in
fresh, unexpected contexts - moving art into
everyday spaces, blurring the boundaries between

Drink-in any bottle with only £5 corkage high culture and daily life, and making the enjoyment
of art an accessible, immersive experience for
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
ek A everyone.

June tc
This exhibition has been made possible thanks to the
generous support of wonderful local businesses.

— Sat 27 Jun - Sun 5 Jul | Various | FREE

Multiple Venues

@didsburyartsfestival | didsburyartsfestival.org | 11




VISUAL ARTS
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Seen.Unseen.
Parrs Wood High School Students
and Mark Hobbs

As part of our community education programme,
DAF has commissioned Mark Hobbs, award-winning
documentary and portrait photographer, to work
with GCSE students at Parrs Wood High School to
create a special outdoor photographic exhibition for
the festival. For 12 weeks, 40 students in year 10
have explored a theme of Visible/Invisible, uncovering
the hidden stories in our community and the
day-to-day things we take for granted. Seen.Unseen.
will be unveiled at the festival and a prize will be
awarded at a special opening event on Sunday 28th
June. This project has been made possible thanks to
generous sponsorship from local businesses.

Sat 27 Jun - Sun 5 Jul | Various | FREE
Scout Hut, School Lane

S5
<>/ ">
P
NS
PAUL ANDREW JOMES

INTERIQRS

CREAMLINE

- EST. 1945 -

Art Over the Counter

South Manchester pupils

Returning for DAF 2026, this ever-popular exhibition
showcases the incredible creativity emerging from
local classrooms. By partnering again with secondary
schools, we are transforming the windows of
Didsbury’s shops and businesses into a vibrant,
village-wide gallery. This unique art trail offers the
community a wonderful opportunity to celebrate
the talent and hard work of our local students.

Sat 27 Jun - Sun 5 Jul | All Day | FREE
Various Shop Windows

Take part in our raffle via
the QR code to win tickets to
Billy Elliot, Lemn Sissay, the
Hallé and much more!

12 | @didsburyartsfestival | didsburyartsfestival.org




VISUAL ARTS

Artists at Home

Home Studios Feat. work by Cecile Elstein, Niki Black, Louise Rahman & Mary Walsh
Creativity flourishes amidst the greenery of South Manchester as DAF26 presents an art trail through some of
the neighborhood's most intimate spaces. This year’s highlights include films and talks at the studio of renowned
local artist, Cecile Elstein who passed away in 2025; a vibrant house and garden featuring a unique partnership
between painter, Mary Walsh and sculptor, Louise Rahman; and bustling garden studio of resident artist, Niki Black.

Louise Rahman & Mary Walsh

Within a peaceful garden setting Louise Rahman is showing stone
and ceramic sculptures and Mary Walsh her colourful abstract
paintings responding to nature, especially trees. There are also
hand-made cards by Liz Patrick, plants and home-made cakes and
cold drinks available.

Daily Except Wed 1 Jul | M-F: 13:00-17:00, S-S: 11:00-17:00
Optional Donation | Well behaved dogs on lead
666 Wilmslow Road, M20 2DN

Niki Black

Seeing the Trees is an exhibition/artist residency in a beautiful
garden, exploring the visible and invisible in the trees, plants and
surroundings. Artist Niki Black will be present, painting directly
from life and demonstrating the processes involved. Niki will also
host three garden themed art workshops for small groups.

Sat 27 Jun — Thurs 2 Jul | Garden & Exhibition: 13:00 - 18:00
Workshops: 29-30 Jun & 1 Jul: 10:00 - 12:00 | FREE
Moor Cottage, Grange Lane, M20 6RW

Cecile Elstein Studio & Home

Cecile Elstein (1938-2025) was a sculptor, printmaker, fine artist and
environmental artist known for her open studio talks and co-founding
and leading the Didsbury Drawing group. The Cecile Elstein Studio (CES)
now promotes artists and develops curatorial resources, generously
awarding DAF’s new CES Artist’s Prize. The studio director Maureen
Kendal, artist, author and producer at Dreamstudio.io, and curating
team will present two tours with talks/screenings for DAF: Sun: Tour
plus Mark Javin (sculpture), Maureen Kendal (catalogue raisonée),
Hannah Kane (on soundscapes and announcing the CES composer’s
competition). Tue: Tour plus Molly Goulding (printmaking), Mark
Javin (art as environment), Maureen Kendal (art studio practice).

Sun 28 Jun, Tue 30 Jun| S: 11:00-13:00, T: 14:00-18:00 | £10
25 Spath Road, M20 2QT

@didsburyartsfestival | didsburyartsfestival.org | 13




PARTICIPATION

Plein Air
Exhibition & Artist Open Call

We are thrilled to launch a brand-new festival event:
the first DAF Plein Air Open. On Sunday 28th June we
invite artists of all levels to step outdoors and capture
the spirit of Didsbury. This timed event starts at 10am
with participant registration and ends at 5pm with
completed works being delivered to the organisers at
Didsbury Baptist Church. These submissions will then
form a pop-up public exhibition and prize giving that
same evening. Full information packs and registration
for the Plein Air are available on the DAF website.

Sun 28 Jun | Plein Air 10:00 - 17:00,
Exhibition & Prize Giving 19:30 - 21:00
Participant £5 / Exhibition FREE

Anywhere in Didsbury & Didsbury Baptist Church

MAMAANAAAAARAAANAANANAAAAANAAAANAANA AN

Horizons Film & Food Night!
in Association with Horizon's Festival

Join us for a special film night, a curated selection of

short films from international artists based in

Greater Manchester, presented in association with

Community Arts North West (CAN) and HOME Mcr's

Horizons Festival. Be part of a vibrant celebration of Dm_ DWES
creativity and community bringing together stories

of migration and belonging, as we shine a light on

crucial, creative voices that challenge division in our

city. Plus, listen/contribute to a post-film discussion,

and enjoy the bar and Caribbean food on sale!

HAND PoxeD TATTVES a’, NiteLA N
Mon 29 Jun | 18:30 - 21:00 | £5 ALTRINCHAM ¥ A RousTic, cAtM (Ao
Cove Bar, Burton Rd LESS PAINFUL)WAY T& GeT THAT TATTO®
You HAVe RE€w DREAMING oF ¥

) coulo'nT RECommMENDd TE
EAPERIENCE :_Mwmli
~CONNIE AGE 3N

@dotry - pores
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COMMUNITY ARTS IN ACTION

Waste2Waves
- Toubie Jack

Our most far reaching community arts project in 25/26
is Waste2Waves, with local artist Toubie Jack, whose
work raises important questions about plastic waste.

Toubie uses a technique of plastic fusing, applying
gentle heat to waste soft plastics, like bread bags and
crisp packets, so it melds to create plastic fabric that
can be used for sculpture. For Waste2Waves, Toubie
will use the fabric to make a giant inflatable fish, that
will form the focal point for the Big Burnage Parade.

Over 400 children at St Catherine’s Primary, Old Moat
Primary, Broad Oak Primary, Beaver Road Primary,
Green End Primary, Didsbury High and Parrs Wood
High have taken part in the creation of the fabric, as
well as numerous community groups from Burnage.

Younger children also used collage techniques to
make a shoal of smaller fish, which will be on display
at schools and in public spaces in Burnage and
Didsbury. Older children have helped to create the
seascape for the fish out of harder to recycle plastics.

Not only has the project provoked discussions about
ocean health and over consumption, but the playful
nature of the project, and the chance to experiment
and create something unique, has opened the door
to the importance of creativity in our life and the
benefits to our own health and self esteem.

The project’s formal unveiling will be at the Big
Burnage Parade on 5th July. But if like us you can’t
wait, then you'll be able to meet Toubie and see the
fish when it makes appearances at our opening
event at Fletcher Moss, and at Didsbury and
Burnage Library during the festival week.

“l am proud of what | made.”

e
4 -,

INTERIORS | ARCHITECTURE | DESIGN

reform.

A small agency that creates
big ideas, with happiness,
ethics, sustainability, family
and friends at our core.

1

studio reform. is about trying to create a better environment for
people to live, connect and work in and wilh this we advocale the
need for a high-quality design athos that is ecologlcal, sacially and
financially sustainable.

B wenwsludioreform, co.uk
B2 ben® atudioretorm.co.uk P
(] & studicratarm £ star shon revews

@didsburyartsfestival | didsburyartsfestival.org 15
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If many little people,
G M T In many little places,
do many little things,
MINDSET MATTERS
they can change the
face of the earth

Helping to ensure better outcomes
for children and families

Creat Minds Together provides
specialist support for neurodivergent
individuals and their families. We also
233  work directly with services across
w health, social care and education.

Our work builds understanding,
confidence and meaningful outcomes.

Training | Support | Resources | Consultancy

@ 0161 510 5110 www.greatmindstogether.co.uk



Drought Thoughts Seven Years a Wolf

Sarah-Clare Conlon Maria Credali

Join writer Sarah-Clare Conlon for poems exploring Join storyteller Maria Credali for Seven Years a
‘drought thoughts.” Inspired by Manchester’s driest Wolf, an exhilarating medieval odyssey.
summer and written while navigating severe arthritis, Follow Sir Marrok’s journey from curse to

this project transforms landscapes into soundscapes. redemption in this powerful spoken word show.
Experience "dry-bathing" in the desert and lost Brimming with wit and tears, this ferocious tale
villages resurfacing in this evocative collection. explores survival and the human spirit.

Sat 27 Jun | 17:00 - 18:00 | £5 Sat 27 Jun | 18:00 - 19:00 | £5

Emmanuel Parish Centre Emmanuel Parish Centre

DC Painting § Decorating

We are on Facebook and can Painting and decorating
be found at this page services in East Lancashire and
@dcpaintinganddecorating Greater Manchester

Contact us for a free quote:

07446 065069 / 07906 118525

dcpainting.decorating@outlook.com




Collab
Mike Garry & Special Guests

Mike Garry is a renowned Manchester poet. He has toured the
world with John Cooper Clarke, written four books and delivered
his unique poetry workshops in thousands of schools, colleges
and prisons. He is a qualified librarian and a Doctor of Education
and loves reading poetry to people who don't like poetry. His
collaborations with Philip Glass, New Order and Orbital have
seen poetry and music brought together in a completely new way,
whilst his sold-out performance at DAF 2023 with The Cassia
String Quartet was described by Mike Joyce of The Smiths as
"Breathtaking". Mike returns with this unique event unveiling
new works composed and performed in collaboration with
special guest musicians... It promises to be a night to remember!

Sat 27 Jun | 19:30 - 21:00 | £17.50 / £14
Didsbury Baptist Church

Anthony Brough

Gatley-born poet Anthony Brough (The
Could-do-better-kid) presents an hour of poetry

exploring 70s/80s council estate life, three decades - F k
of teaching in Greater Manchester, and reflections ‘ o r wo r

on the evolving city. Expect an entertaining journey \ -

that will make you laugh and cry. _ For l e

Sat 27 Jun| 20:00 - 21:00 | FREE For more information about
The Art of Tea how we can help, contact:

Poetry from the 'Could-do-better' Kid ‘

Carlyn Weale

Partner

Rosie Faith: The Soliloquy Tour

Intimate folk performance blending storytelling,
confessional monologues, and powerful vocals.

wdad rd law
Sat 27 Jun| TBC | FREE hCIdCIWCIy firm

Expo Lounge




Building of Spines - Quarantine

Over the week in Didsbury library, Quarantine artist
Kate Daley will hand make a book based on
conversations with people in the library. The text is
shaped by local writer Teresa Brayshaw. The
finished book then enters the library’s collection for
future readers. A beautiful object, carefully made,
the book is an alternative portrait of the library, the
people who use it and the knowledge it holds. This
is a project by internationally acclaimed
Manchester-based artists Quarantine, whose work
across performance and other forms deals with the
politics and aesthetics of contemporary experience
and how we relate to one another.

Sat 27 Jun - Sat 4 Jul | Various | FREE
Didsbury Library

Family ran cafe in the heart of
Didsbury village.
Avallable to hire in the evenings

and also providing outside catering
options for your next celebration.

Instagram: @cornerandbloom

The Story of the Deer Woman
Heidi Chadwick

Join debut author Heidi Hinda Chadwick for a
reading of The Story of the Deer Woman. This
lyrical, adult fairytale explores hidden desires and
transformations. Discover a radical, Manchester-set
story that celebrates wildness and confronts the
monstrous within the lives we live.

Sun 28 Jun | 18:15-19:15 | FREE | ADULTS
The Art of Tea

What Hides Behind Her Smile?
Caroline England In Conversation
with Deborah Grace

Unearth dangerous secrets with Caroline England,
Didsbury’s "Duchess of Dark Domestic Noir." She'll
discuss her latest thrillers, Behind Her Smile and
The Return of Frankie Whittle, with Deborah Grace.
Prepare for a thrilling dive into the inspiration
behind her suspenseful tales!

Sun 28 Jun | 20:00 - 21:00 | FREE | ADULTS
The Art of Tea

Visibly Speaking

Chris Jam, Anthony Briscoe, Jenny
Pilkington & Lauren Foster

Hosted by poet, radio presenter & DJ Chris Jam, long
term pillar of Manchester’s spoken word scene, this
stella showcase features four distinct voices. Lauren
Foster blends humour and high-energy storytelling
proving poetry’s accessibility to all. Anthony Briscoe
delivers sardonic, absurdist poetry complete with dad
jokes and rogue moments. Completing the lineup,
Jenny Pilkington explores sexuality and small-town
life with grounded, self-deprecating wit. Together,
they offer an inclusive, light-hearted, and eclectic
journey through the power of the spoken word.

Mon 29 June | 19:30 - 21:00 | £10
The Albert Club



Carcanet Poetry

Associate Publisher In Conversation with Roma
Havers, Christine Roseeta Walker & Rebecca Hurst.
Experience brilliant new poets, featuring Roma
Havers reading from The Natural Way. This collection
redefines ‘natural’ within queer partnerships. Gain
unique insights into the poets' creative journeys,
exploring how they developed their first collections
& navigated the complex editorial process involved.

Wed 1Jul | 18:00 | £5

Withington Public Hall ) ,

/1
Ancient Traditions Made New:
Storytelling for Adults

Twice National Champion and Guinness World
Record holder Iris Skipworth brings traditional
global tales to life. This adults-only event blends
creation, adventure, murder, and deception.
Suspend your disbelief and connect with our
shared history through stories meant to be spread
far and wide.

Thu 2 Jul | 17:00 - 18:00 | From £3 | ADULTS
Westcroft Community Centre

Find out more and book

your tickets here

Belonging
Community Arts Creative Writing
Project with Reshma Ruia

This spring, Reshma Ruia, award-winning author and
poet, has facilitated ‘Belonging’, a writing project
with female refugees. The collaboration between,
Didsbury Library and Caritas, invited 10 women to
share their stories in short prose, looking at identity,
strength, home and journeys. The work will be
presented at Didsbury Library during the festival.

Throughout the Festival | Various| FREE
Didsbury Library

20 | didsburyartsfestival.org | @didsburyartsfestival
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WHAT’S ON AT A GLANCE

DAF
DIDSBURY Key Information
T Buy tickets and get full details of times, locations and
access for all listings at Eventbrite using the QR code.
F E ST' VA L Note, Eventbrite booking fees may apply. -—>

All the information is correct at the time of print. Check

MCR Eventbrite for updates. Join our newsletter, volunteer and
make a donation to the charity at didsburyartsfestival.org.
AAAAAAAALAAAANANAAAAAAAANAANAANAAA.
Event Date Time Venue Cost %
DAF 2026 Festival Opening 27 Jun 12:00 Fletcher Moss FREE
Caste Away - Classical Indian Dance 28 Jun 15:30  Cornerstone URC Hall £7.50
Handle With Care - Ontroerend Goed. 28 Jun 17:30 St Catherine's Com. Ctr £12/8
Reach for the Stars - Exel Theatre Co. 28 Jun 18:00 Cornerstone URC Hall £7.50
Doyo Uwan Tacu Poft Ea? (Interactive) 30Jun Various Home Cafe FREE E
A Citizen's Assembly - Andy Smith 30Jun 19:30  Didsbury Baptist Church  £12/8 3
Trouble, Struggle, Bubble+Squeak - Victoria Melody 02 Jul 19:30 Didsbury Baptist Church ~ £14/10 E
Doyo Uwan Tacu Poft Ea? (Interactive) 03 Jul Various Emmanuel Parish Centre FREE Jz’
Can | Join You? (1-2-1 7min Encounter) 04 Jul Various Didsbury Library FREE (=]
Contemporary Dance Triple Bill 04 Jul 17:30 Emmanuel Parish Centre  £8/5
Big Burnage Parade 05 Jul 11:30  Burnage Lane to Fog Lane FREE
Fog Lane Finale 05 Jul 12:30  Fog Lane Park FREE
Breakages - Christine Entwisle + Mcr Com. Choir 05 Jul 19:30  Didsbury Baptist Church  £12/8
Westcroft Art Show 25 Jun - 05 Jul Various Westcroft Community Ctr FREE
Didsbury Summer Open 27 Jun - 05 Jul Various Various FREE
Seen.Unseen. Youth Photography Project 27 Jun - 05 Jul Various Scout Hut, School Lane FREE
Art Over the Counter 27 Jun-05Jul All Day Various FREE
Artists at Home: Louise Rahman & Mary Walsh Various Various 666 Wilmslow Rd FREE
Artists at Home: Niki Black 27 Jun - 02 Jul Various Moor Cottage, Grange Ln FREE
Artists at Home: Cecile Elstein Studio and Home 28 Jun - 30 Jun Various 25 Spath Road £10
Plein Air Open Exhibition (Artist Open Call £5) 28 Jun All Day Various FREE
Horizons Film & Food Night 29 Jun 18:30 Cove Bar £5
Drought Thoughts with Sarah-Clare Conlon 27 Jun 17:00 Emmanuel Parish Centre £5
Seven Years a Wolf with Maria Credali 27 Jun 18:00 Emmanuel Parish Centre £5
Collab - Mike Garry & Special Guests 27 Jun 19:30  Didsbury Baptist Church ~ £18/14
Poetry from the 'Could-do-better' Kid 27 Jun 20:00 The Art of Tea FREE
Rosie Faith: The Soliloquy Tour 27 Jun TBC Expo Lounge FREE
Building of Spines - Quarantine 27 Jun - 04 Jul Various Didsbury Library FREE g
The Story of the Deer Woman with Heidi Chadwick 28 Jun 18:15 The Art of Tea FREE 3
Behind Her Smile - Caroline England 28 Jun 20:00 The Art of Tea FREE “
Visibly Speaking, Hosted by Chris Jam 29 Jun 19:30 The Albert Club £10
Carcanet Poetry 01 Jul 18:00  Withington Public Hall £5
Ancient Traditions Made New - Iris Skipworth 02 Jul 17:00 Westcroft Community Ctr Frm £3
Belonging: Creative Writing Project Various Various Didsbury Library FREE
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WHAT’S ON AT A GLANCE

Event Date Time Venue Cost %
Phenomenal! Old Skool - DJ Set 27 Jun 17:00 Cove Bar FREE
Edith & RITO - New Korean Music 27 Jun 19:30  Withington Public Hall £10
Our Kids Social - Make, Do and Bop 28 Jun 14:00 St Catherine's Com. Ctr £6

An Afternoon of Folk Music 28 Jun 14:00 Northern Lawn Tennis Club FREE
Halle Ancoats Community Choir 28 Jun 19:30  Christ Church £5

The 2nd Chancers Band 28 Jun 19:00 West Didsbury Club FREE
MolLy Hunter 30 Jun 18:30  West Didsbury Club FREE
Someone to Watch Over Me 30 Jun 18:00 Emmanuel Church £10
Carole Isis in Concert: Songs of Life’s Ahas 30Jun 19:30  Nazarene College TBC
The Local 01 Jul 19:30  Kennedy's Irish Bar FREE
Jigsaw 02 Jul 16:00 The Dog and Partridge FREE 2
Coruja Jones & Cat Elliot 02 Jul 19:00  Slug & Lettuce FREE 5
Inner Voices - Manchester Collective 02 Jul 19:15 Broomcroft Hall £22.50 o
Hidden Stories with Eira Lynn Jones 03 Jul 13:00 The Old Parsonage £6
JazzWorks 03 Jul 17:30  Northern Lawn Tennis Club FREE
Zuihitsu of Sound 03 Jul 18:15 The Old Parsonage £10
QueerQuest@DidsFest 03 Jul 19:30  Withington Public Hall FREE
Manchester International Roots Orchestra 03 Jul 20:00 Emmanuel Church £16/12
Obsidian 04 Jul 15:30  The Parrs Wood FREE
Iranian Folk Music with Hamsaz Ensemble 04 Jul 19:30 St Nicholas Church £10
Songs from the Harp 04 Jul 19:30  Christ Church £6
Manchester Women Songwriters X Choirs Mcr 05 Jul 15:00 Sandbar FREE
Quinta Jazz Ensemble 05 Jul 18:00 The Olde Cock FREE
Art Discussion Group 25 Jun 14:00 Westcroft Community Ctr FREE
Creative Collage for Beginners 27 Jun 10:00 Didsbury Good Neighbours £35
From Kitsch to Luxury Homeware: Ceramic Recycling 27 Jun 13:30  Didsbury Good Neighbours £45
Glass Blowing Demo 27 Jun Various The Workshop, Ward St~ FREE
Beginner Ballet 27 Jun 13:00 The Studio, Burton Road £19
Beginner Jazz Dance 27 Jun 14:00 The Studio, Burton Road  £19
Absolute Beginners Guide to Urban Sketching 27 Jun 10:00 Didsbury Pub £45
Mamma Mia Sing-Along 27 Jun 18:00 Cornerstone £8
South Manchester Writers Storytime & Craft 29 Jun 16:00 Didsbury Library FREE
Glass Blowing Bauble Making 30 Jun Various The Workshop, Ward St~ £40
Metal Embossing Inspired by Nature 30Jun 18:00 Corner & Bloom £28
Little Brush, Big Brush: Family Gouache Painting 01 Jul 18:00 Corner & Bloom £18
Life Drawing 02 Jul 19:00 Westcroft Community Ctr £22
Glass Blowing Bauble Making 02 Jul Various The Workshop, Ward St~ £40
Poetry Writing Workshop 02 Jul 18:00 Corner & Bloom £19
Reflected Joy: Perspex Mirrored Artwork 02 Jul 19:30  Wallop, Lapwing Ln £85
Plein Air Tree Drawing Class 03 Jul 10:00 Marie Louise Gardens £28
Heritage Weaving 03 Jul 13:00 Didsbury Parsonage £25
Create Your Own Skateboard Deck 04 Jul 09:30 Didsbury Good Neighbours £20
Singing for Wellbeing 04 Jul 10:30  Withington Baths £8
Happy Place, Little Architects (Sculpture Workshop) 04 Jul 13:00 Withington Baths £16
From Pen to Page: Writers Workshop 04 Jul 16:30  Didsbury Good Neighbours £5
Calm Art Sunday: Mindful Painting & Creativity 05 Jul 10:00  Santé, Burton Rd £35
Movement & Making 05 Jul 13:00 Nuffield Health £40

AAAAN =|
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DJ set

In the late 90’s legendary R&B, Hiphop, Garage,
Drum & Bass, and Classic House club night
Phenomena was born. Phenomena's resident DJ's
reunite in Didsbury to heat up the dancefloor one
more timel... Let's get ready to drop it like it's hot!

Sat 27 Jun | 17:00 - 21:00 | FREE
Cove Bar, Burton Rd

The Beech Band & Silvertrain Duo

The Beech Band, an informal gathering of musicians
welcome all to come along and join in traditional
English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh and French tunes.
Notes are provided on the tables. Followed by
Silvertrain Duo at 3pm.

Sun 28 Jun | 14:00 - 16:00 | FREE
Northern Lawn Tennis Club

Trusted providers of
exceptional personalised
tuition since 2010

nd are hand-picked to
ar peeds of your child,

Experience RITO, a unique contemporary Korean
music collective from London, transforming tradition
into modern ritual. Through the haunting tones and
dynamic rhythms of traditional instruments, layered
with electronic textures, visual projections and
immersive vocals, the audience is transported to a
meditative and evocative sound world. Supported by
EDITH with crystal vocals and electronic beats.

Sat 27 Jun | 19:30 - 20:45 (Doors at 19:00) | £10
Withington Public Hall Institute

Make, Do & Bop - Our Kids Social

Join Our Kids Social for a screen-free ‘Make, Do and
Bop’! Enjoy disco-themed arts and crafts followed by
a two-channel silent disco featuring kids' hits versus
adult guilty pleasures. With bubbles, challenges, and
creativity, it’s fun for all the family!

Sun 28 Jun | 14:00-15:30 | £6
St Catherine's Community Centre

[ ] 7 ™
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Founded to bring the joy of communal singing into The 2nd Chancers are an eclectic band

the heart of Ancoats, and led by inspiring conductor performing a blend of rock and indie music.
Stuart Overington, the choir sings regularly across Made right here in Manchester, by lads who

the city and has performed at special events have been given a second chance to move and
including the ‘With One Voice’ Manchester Arena inspire joy in people - in a matter of seconds...
commemoration. Who wants Second Helpings?

Sun 28 Jun | 19:30 - 20:30 | £5 Mon 29 Jun | 19:00 | FREE I
Christ Church, West Didsbury West Didsbury Club < Y\ X\
Intimate, cinematic folk with Appalachian roots, Find out more and book

strong songwriting, warm, earthy folk/Americana your tickets here

acoustic textures, natural melodies and a
modern-authentically unpolished sound. A little
like/inspired by Joni Mitchel, Stevie Knicks and Carol
King, Molly's music has a timeless and quietly
emotional sound.

Tue 30 Jun | 18:30 | FREE )
West Didsbury Club Carolelsis

Born in Alabama and shaped by the West Coast,
Carole’s songs draw from the well of life’s often
unseen ahas, gently bringing hidden stories into the
light with warmth, humour, and the quiet mischief of
a true storyteller.

Tue 30 Jun | 19:00 | TBC
Nazarene Theological College

AAAANAANAANAANAAAMNAANAAAANANAN

Someone to Watch Over Me
Jill Taylor & Derek Blyth

Come and find out about George Gershwin, the
original crossover composer, who straddled the gap
between classical and jazz, in such works as
Rhapsody in Blue and his opera Porgy and Bess.
Previous sell-out performances have focused on
Edith Piaf and Kurt Weill. Jill is an experienced singer
and actress from Didsbury, and Derek is a retired
music teacher, active performer and lecturer.

Tue 30 Jun | 18:00 - 19:15 | £10
Emmanuel Church
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A heartfelt pub musical, turned anthemic folk rock
band. Expect a rollercoaster set ranging from
intimate personal confessions to rowdy drinking
songs. Cheers!

Wed 1Jul | 19:30 | FREE
Kennedy's Irish Bar

Intimate folk, blues and jazz music crafted with
warmth, groove and soul. Two veteran musicians
bring originality and improvisation to every song.
Expect tasteful arrangements and quality
musicianship that will leave you smiling.

Thu 2 Jul | 16:00 | FREE
The Dog and Partridge

Cat Elliot

An indie / contemporary folk-pop artist with a unique
voice and sound, an observing eye and an inclination
to word-smithery. A passionate performer, join Cat for
the highs and lows of what it is to be human, leaving
you feeling inspired and uplifted.

Thu 2 Jul | 19:00 | FREE
Slug & Lettuce

Coruja Jones

Beautiful songs combined with intricate, delicate
guitar work into cavernous reverbs, which take aim
at your heart. Join this Manchester-based
songsmith for a special preview of songs from

his upcoming album.

Thu 2 Jul | 20:00 | FREE
Slug & Lettuce

Inner Voices - Manchester Collective
X John McAuliffe

A unique chance to experience Manchester
Collective's distinctive programme which crosses
borders, bringing together ways of making music
that are not usually seen or heard together. At this
one-off event, Artistic Director, Rakhi Singh explores
what she hears as the inner voices of the music. The
Collective quartet will be joined by poet, John
McAuliffe, reading poems which share the
Collective's interest in surfacing what might
otherwise be invisible, in the act of close listening.
You're invited to enjoy the lovely Broomcroft Hall
gardens and to picnic on the lawn, before the
performance. Drinks/refreshments available. Gates
open 5pm. Doors open 6.30pm

Thu 2 Jul | 19:15 - 21:15 | £22.50
Broomcroft Hall

Eira Lynn Jones

Acclaimed harpist Eira Lynn Jones is a musical
storyteller who performs evocative solo pieces.
From her ‘Sunken Forest Suite’ to ‘Portraits’ and
‘Crio,” her music explores lost lands, hidden heroes,
and historic tragedies, inviting audiences to smile,
reflect, dance and remember.

Fri3Jul | 13:00 - 14:00 | £6
The Old Parsonage
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JazzWorks is a six piece instrumental band consisting
of two saxes, trumpet, piano, bass and drums. Their

playlist ranges from cool blues, latin flavours through
to jazz standards.

Fri 3Jul | 17:30 | FREE
Northern Lawn Tennis Club

Scarce, DJ Loz & more

Emerging from the North West's alt-queer
underground, scarce is a punk-led electronic and
spoken-word artist, blending experimental
production, dark pop hues, and poetic lyricism.
DJ Loz is an eclectic, all round, un-snobby, multi
genre DJ who loves to rock a dancefloor or two!
Loz has DJ'ed an eclectic mix of genres in and
around Melbourne, Australia and the North of
England for over 18 years.

Fri 3 Jul | 19:30 | FREE
Withington Public Hall Institute

Manchester International Roots
Orchestra

A wonderful musical journey around the world, with
Eastern Europe Roma, Kurdish, Egyptian, Iranian,
Indian music and more. The Manchester
International Roots Orchestra (MIRO) is a unique
ensemble of musicians with roots from across the
world including refugee musicians. Their live shows
include diverse musical influences, from haunting
Eastern European melodies to the delicate textures
of Middle Eastern percussion and vocals; through to
soulful Sufi chants of South Asia and joyful African
gospel — embracing rap, hip-hop, classical music and
jazz along the way.

Fri 3 Jul| 20:00 - 21:30 | £16 / £12
Emmanuel Church

Rachel Weld, Maria Zachariadou
and Alex Jakeman

From Finland to Manchester via the likes of Bach
and Elliot Carter, experience a new way to listen in
the curious ‘Zuihitsu of Sound’. BBC Philharmonic
musicians Maria Zachariadou (cello) and Alex
Jakeman (flute) weave music with spoken word
from writer, Rachel Weld, inviting you to explore
and wonder as fragments of silence and sound,
what’s visible and not, play off one another.
Embrace more than you see and hear!

Fri3Jul | 18:15-19:30 | £10
The Old Parsonage
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Chilcren’s

saving up for when they grow up ISA

Saving for their
future starts today!

Protecting our children comes naturally—but what about their financial future?
Whether it's a first car, education, travel, or a home, a Junior ISA can help give
them a strong start. At The Children’s ISA, we make saving for your child or
grandchild simple, with a range of accessible options.

Get in touch on:

0161 914 6099 sharefound

info@thechildrensisa_com Trusted by The Share Foundation

www.thechildrensisa.com

This information is not investment or tax advice, or a guide to suitable investments appropriate to your individual goals. The price and value of investments
can go down as well as up, and you may not recover the amaount of your original investment. Past performance really isn't a guide to future performance.
The Children's IS4 i s authonised and regulated by the FCA (FCA No: 563043), The Children's ISA Limited is a company registered in England and
‘Wales. Registerad Office: Suite 6, Moorfield House, Moorside Road, Swinton, M27 DEW.




Obsidian is a four piece band playing classic
rock/pop music from the 60's onwards including
songs from Rolling Stones, Beatles, Queen, REM,
Eagles, Credence and more. Get ready for some real
fun, and don't forget to bring your dancing shoes!

Harpist and singer Isla returns to DAF, joined by duo
partner Angelique Celine, for a magical programme of
songs intricately reworked for harp accompaniment,
alongside heartfelt traditional melodies by the
Scotland-based folk song duo, Bluebells & Heather.

Sat 4 Jul | 15:30 | FREE
The Parrs Wood

AAAAAANANAAAAAAAANAAAANAANA.

Iranian Folk Music

Hamsaz Ensemble

Championing the resilience of the Iranian people,
this remarkable ensemble present an immersive folk
music experience combine songs rooted in folklore
with newer tales of adaptation, freedom & hope.
This is uplifting and emotional music informed by the
varied life experiences of the group and the wider
Iranian diaspora. Since performing in DAF23, Hamsaz
have played to rapturous responses, from Band on
the Wall to Manchester International Festival, the
RNCM and Migration Matters Festival in Sheffield.

Sat 4 Jul | 19:30-21:00 | £10
St Nicholas Church

Sat 4 Jul | 19:30-20:30 | £6 1y X\
Christ Church, West Didsbury K\
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Comprising of saxes, trumpet, piano, bass and
drums, Quinta's repertoire ranges from classic
bebop and modern jazz, through to South African
kwela and the more experimental sounds of the 70s

A live collaboration featuring original music from
Manchester artists with support from community
choir singers. A special night of new, local music

and beautiful sounds, celebrating the diversity of and 80s, as well as their own original compositions.
Manchester’s music scene and the joy of singing Their variety and skill means they appeal to
together. audiences of many tastes.

Sun 5 Jul | 15:00 - 16:30 | FREE Sun 5 July | 18:00-20:00 | FREE

Sandbar, Withington The Olde Cock

burtonroad
@ Osteopathy

Nick Vine & Associates
Registered Osteopaths

Osteopathy is a manual therapy that helps
relieve back and neck pain, joint and muscle

problems, sports injuries, and strain from desk
work.
It can also support pregnancy and postnatal The Burton Road Clinic
recovery, and help manage arthritis and age- 121 Burton Road
related pain. Didsbury
M20 1HZ
Appointments available Monday-Saturday, +44 (0) 161 446 2533
including early mornings and evenings. info@theburtonroadclinic.co.uk
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WORKSHOPS

Art Discussion Group

Join this popular art discussion group, which runs
every Wednesday at Westcroft Community Centre.
The group welcomes everyone who has an interest
in exploring ideas relating to all genres of art, from
painting to film.

Thu 25 Jun | 14:00 - 16:00 | FREE | Adults
Westcroft Community Centre

From Kitsch to Luxury Homeware:
Ceramic Recycling
with Sarah Parmenter

Join BBC's Money for Nothing expert, Sarah
Parmenter, for a craft-ernoon of turning junk
ceramics into luxury interior pieces. Learn the
techniques of using specialist paints and metallic
foils to transform junk into treasure. Suitable for
beginners, all materials provided.

Sat 27 Jun | 13:30 - 16:00 | £45 | Age 14+
Didsbury Good Neighbours, Didsbury Park

Creative Collage for Beginners
with Michelle Olivier

Explore the joy of cutting, layering, and composing
beautiful floral-inspired collage with Michelle,
whose work hangs in the South Asia Gallery at
Manchester Museum. Unleash your creativity in

a relaxed, playful space to create a unique piece.
Beginner friendly, no experience needed.

All materials provided.

Sat 27 Jun | 10:00 - 12:00 | £35 | Adults
Didsbury Good Neighbours, Didsbury Park

Glass Blowing
with Niki Steel

Learn how to create your own hand-blown glass
bauble, mastering traditional techniques with
expert glass maker Niki. You'll work with molten
glass, experiment with colour, and learn
professional glass-blowing methods. No experience
necessary. All materials provided. Free demos
throughout the festival too.

Sat 27 Jun / Tue 30 Jun / Thu 02 Jul | Various
Demo: FREE / Workshop: £40 | Age 5+
The Workshop, Ward St
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WORKSHOPS

Absolute Beginners Guide
to Urban Sketching
with Len Grant

This gentle step-by-step approach to putting pen

to paper will have you hooked on urban sketching.
Len's popular classes help artists of all levels of
experience master techniques to capture the urban
scene. All you need to bring is a fineline pen.

A sketchbook will be provided

for you by Bromleys Art Supplies. hRT 5..{‘;.‘.'95

Sat 27 Jun | 10:00 - 16:00 | £45 | Adults
Meetat Didsbury Pub

Beginner Ballet

Join Lucy from the team at The Studio on Burton
Road for a beginner ballet class. You'll learn
foundation steps and arm positions, linking them
together to make a short sequence, in a relaxed and
fun atmosphere. No experience necessary.

Sat 27 Jun | 13:00- 13:50 | £19 | 16+
The Studio on Burton Road

Beginner Jazz Dance

Our beginner jazz class with The Studio on Burton
Road will put a spring in your step. Under Lucy's
expert tuition you'll learn a series of moves and put
them together to create a fun jazz routine. No
experience necessary.

Sat 27 Jun | 14:00- 14:50 | £19 | 16+
The Studio on Burton Road

Find out more and book
your tickets here

Realm

LOCAL MORTGAGE
BROKER SERVICES

TAILORED MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS

Expert Advice, Comprehensive Options. Seamless
Process,

‘Whether you're purchasing your first home, refinancing an
existing mortgage, or expanding your property portfolio,
we're here te guide you every step of the way.

Customized mortgage solutions designed to meet your
unique needs.

Efficient and transparent service for a stress-free
experience.

Expert insights to help you make informed dedisions
with confidence.

Access to a wide network of lenders offering
competitive rates.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VIEW OUR WEBSITE

@ WWW.REALMPROPER TY FINANCE. CO.UK M
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WORKSHOPS

Mamma Mia Sing-Along

Sing your heart out to the Mamma Mia soundtrack
with original West End cast member, Adam Booth,
Northern School of Dance and Theatre. You might
even learn a few moves from the stage show!

If you love musical theatre, then this mega-mix
sing-a-long is not to be missed!

Sat 27 Jun | 18:00-19:30 | £8 | Age 7+
Cornerstone, Parrs Wood Rd

South Manchester Writers Storytime
& Craft

Join local authors Moniza Hossain, Martha Ashwell,
and Caroline Coyle for an action-packed after-school
session! Enjoy live readings, then use secret prompts
and crafty tips to create your own masterpiece.
Meet real authors, sharpen your skills, and let your
creativity soar!

Mon 29 Jun | 16:00 - 17:15 | FREE | Kids & Families
Didsbury Library

Curated jewellery and gifts on the cobbles
Have you discovered Warburton Street,
the hidden gem in Didsbury?

HARRIET
DEE

Festival offer!
Enjoy 15% off
27" June - 5" July.
Just show this ad.
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ADHD COACH

IACL’IE WHITTINGHAM CEFACRING . (. UK

FREE 30 MIN

CONSULTATION

/

\

SUPPORTING YOU TO UNDERSTAND YOURSELF BETTER
AFTER AN ADHD DIAGNOSIS AND TO STRENGTHEN
YOUR EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING SKILLS GOING
FORWARD

07464 769 177
HELLO@JACKIEWHITTINGHAMCOACHING.CO.UK

JACKIE W



WORKSHOPS

Metal Embossing Inspired by Nature
with Kirsty Hall

Learn the technique of metal embossing with artist
and teacher Kirsty Hall. You'll make a beautiful
hanging decoration, based on plant forms growing
above and below the soil. No experience necessary,
all materials provided.

Tue 30 Jun | 18:00 - 20:00 | £28| Age 12+
Corner & Bloom, Wilmslow Rd

Life Drawing
with Susannah Pal of Now, Draw!

Discover life drawing in this relaxed supportive
class, guided by local artist Susannah. Whether
you're a complete beginner, a little rusty, or more
experienced, you'll be supported to start exactly
where you are.

Thu 02 Jul | 19:00 - 20:00 | £22 | Adults
Westcroft Community Centre

Little Brush, Big Brush: Family
Gouache Painting Evening
with Lelanie Slater

Our popular gouache painting class returns for
families who want to get creative together. In this
relaxed, guided painting workshop you'll apply
beautiful, easy-to-use gouache paints to make
artwork that you'll feel proud to
hang up at home. All materials
included. Sponsored by Bromleys

mieys

ART SUBPLIES

Wed 01 Jul | 18:00 - 20:00 | £18 | Age 7+
Corner & Bloom, Wilmslow Rd

Find out more and book
your tickets here

your local
milk round

o

A friendly, family-run service you can
iverk nd essentials 1o
ter Manchester
and the North West.

Creamline is proud to sponsor the Parrs dm
Wood High School photography project, o start shopping
delivered by Didsbury Arts Festival.

Dairy | Groceries | Store cupboard essentials | Local artisan produce
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WORKSHOPS

Poetry Writing Workshop
with Becky May

In this 'Here | am' poetry workshop, published poet
Becky May will guide you on ways to unlock your
creative writing. Using prompts and short exercises,
you'll reflect on your sense of belonging and
identity taking inspiration from other poets. No
experience necessary.

Thu 02 Jul | 18:00 - 20:00 | £19 | Adults
Corner & Bloom, Wilmslow Rd

Jamés Edwards
Handyman

Loves the jobs you hate,
no job too small

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS

FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
Reflected Joy: TAPS CHANGED

Perspex Mirrored Artwork SINKS UNBLOCKED

. . oppe JETWASHING
with Julia Roy-Williams SHELVES PUT UP

In this hands-on workshop you'll use contemporary « AND MORE....
design techniques and repurposed acrylic offcuts in
a kaleidoscope of Perspex colours to create mirrored
artwork that bounces light around your home. Contact James for a no obligation quote:
Details and booking at www.wonderhaus.co.uk 07424 482 324 or email
——— james@jamesedwardshandyman.co.uk

Covering Didsbury and South Manchester

Thu 02 Jul | 19:30 - 21:00 | £85 | Adults
Wallop, Lapwing Ln
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WORKSHOPS

* The Cheese Hamlet
English & Continental Cheese
& Fine Food Specialists

A family-run, award-winning cheese and fine food
shop, proudly serving Didsbury since 1960.

Wide range of speciality
cheeses, charcuterie and deli
treats to suit all tastes and
budgets.

Bespoke Wedding or
Celebration Cheese Towers
that are as memorable as
your special day.

Sending a hamper makes the
perfect gift for loved ones or
corparate clients.

706 Wilmslow Road | Didsbury | M20 2DW
sales@cheeschamlet.co.uk

Heritage Weaving
with Eleanor Godfrey

Join Eleanor Godfrey, local heritage weaver & artist,
Claire Malley and Hannah Egan from Manchester
Community Textiles, to learn the beautiful skill of
weaving on a frame loom. You'll be guided on
creating and experimenting with pattern, making
your own woven sample to take home in a frame.

Plein Air Tree Drawing Class

with Lelanie Slater

Using Didsbury's parks as inspiration, local
landscape artist Lelanie Slater will introduce you to
Leonardo da Vinci’s fascinating approach to drawing
trees. You'll use the method to capture the natural
structure and rhythm of branches. Suitable for
GCSE+ level students.

Fri 03 Jul | 10:00-12:00 | £28 | Age 16+
Marie Louise Gardens

: ., Plein Air Tree Dr

Learn to

Create Your Own Skateboard Deck
with Ed Syder

Be a skateboard designer for the day!

Guided by internationally acclaimed skateboard
artist, Ed Syder, you'll design your very own unique
skate deck and then transfer it on to a skateboard
deck using posca paints. All materials provided,
including the skateboard for you to take home.

Fri 03 Jul | 13:00 - 16:00 | £25 | Adults
Didsbury Parsonage

Sat 04 Jul | 09:30 - 11:00 | £20 | Age 7+
Didsbury Good Neighbours, Didsbury Park
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WORKSHOPS

Singing for Wellbeing
with Sarah Adams

Come along for a relaxed, feel good hour of group
singing without pressure. Sarah from Choirs
Manchester will lead you through an arrangement of
a tune in harmony. Everything will be taught by ear,
you don't need to read music. All levels welcome!

Sat 04 Jul | 10:30 - 11:30 | £8 | Adults
Withington Baths

Happy Place From Pen to Page: A South

with Rachel Newton from Manchester Writers Workshop

Little Architect Experience South Manchester’s finest authors in an
In this popular inter-generational craft-based eclectic showcase of drama, wit, and suspense. After,
workshop you'll explore the importance of a seasoned teacher guides you to transform that
architecture on our wellbeing. Working with Rachel, inspiration into original work. Discover your voice and
founder of Little Architect, and senior lecturer at get creative in this night of high-energy storytelling.

Manchester School of Architecture, you'll make a
Bauhaus-inspired sculpture to create your happy
space. All materials included.

Sat 04 Jul | 16:30 - 18:30 | £5 | Adults
Didsbury Good Neighbours, Didsbury Park

Sat 04 Jul | 13:00 - 15:00 | £16 | Age 6+
Withington Baths

curated preloved fashion

consignment boutique

{@prelovedmer
226 burton road, buy
west didsbury, sell
m20 2w fashion

see site for details

www.prelovedmcr.com

didsburyartsfestival.org | @didsburyartsfestival | 39




WORKSHOPS

Calm Art Sunday:
Mindful Painting & Creativity
with Lelanie Slater

Calm Art Sunday is a restorative creative session
designed to help you slow down, reset, and
reconnect with yourself through art. This mindful
workshop combines painting, meditation and
journaling to create a zen-inspired stacking stone
affirmation card. No experience necessary.

All materials included.

Yoga & Sewing
with Movement and Making

Join experienced yoga teacher Sue, alongside
crafter Christine, for an afternoon of gentle yoga
followed by the chance to sew your very own
aromatherapy eye mask whilst also enjoying tea
and cake! All abilities in this movement and craft
workshop are welcome. You will leave refreshed,
relaxed and full of creative inspiration.

All materials are included.

Sun 05 Jul | 10:00 - 12:00 | £35 | Adults
Santé, Burton Rd

Find out more and book
your tickets here

0 Let’s be social!
@didsburyartsfestival

Sun 05 Jul | 13:00 - 16:00 | £40 | Adults
Nuffield Health, Parrs Wood

Welcome to Towers!

Home to over 2,000 employees who enjoy
contemporary office space, set in a beautifully
landscaped environment. With over 200 events
annually, including pilates classes, summer socials
and ‘meet the Towers bees', our occupiers enjoy a
best-in-class workplace experience.

Join us! Find out more at www.towerslife.com
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SPACE FOR HIRE
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FESTIVAL VENUES

Broomcroft Hall
Ford Lane, M20 2RU

Christ Church, West Didsbury
Darley Avenue, M20 2ZD

Corner and Bloom
812b Wilmslow Rd, M20 6UH

Cornerstone Church Hall

Corner of Parrs Wood Rd / Fog Lane, M20 6EE

Cove Bar
158 Burton Road, M20 1LH

Didsbury Baptist Church
School Lane, M20 65X

Didsbury Library
692 Wilmslow Road, M20 2DN

Didsbury Neighbourhood Centre
Didsbury Park, M20 6WH

Emmanuel Church
6 Barlow Moor Road, M20 6TR

Emmanuel Parish Centre
6 Barlow Moor Road, M20 6TR

Expo Lounge
766 Wilmslow Road, M20 2DR

Fletcher Moss Gardens
18 Stenner Lane, M20 2RQ

Fog Lane Park
Fog Lane, M20 6ED

Home Café
6 Barlow Moor Road, M20 6TR

Kennedy’s Irish Bar
700 Wilmslow Rd, M20 2DN

Moor Cottage
Grange Lane, M20 6RW

Nazarene Theological College
Dene Road, M20 2GU

Nuffield Health

Parrs Wood Entertainment Centre M20 5PG

Sandbar Withington
437 Wilmslow Rd, M20 4AN

Sante
222 Burton Rd, M20 2LW
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Saison
236 Burton Road, M20 2LW

Scout hut
School Lane, M20 6RG

Slug and Lettuce
651 Wilmslow Road, M20 6QZ

St Catherines Community Centre
School Lane, M20 6HS

St Nicholas Church
408 Kingsway, M19 1PL

The Albert Club
39 Old Lansdowne Rd, M20 2PA

The Art of Tea
47 Barlow Moor Rd, M20 6TW

The Didsbury
852 Wilmslow Rd M20 2SG

The Dog & Partridge
665 Wilmslow Rd, M20 6RA

The Northern Lawn Tennis Club
Palatine Road, M20 3YA

The Old Parsonage
Stenner Lane, M20 2RQ

The Parrswood Pub
356 Parrswood Road, M20 6JD

The Studio on Burton Rd
165e Burton Rd, M20 2LN

The West Didsbury Club
173 Burton Rd, M20 2LN

The Workshop
Ward Street M20 6TW

Wallop
97 Lapwing Lane, M20 6UR

Westcroft Community Centre
26 Westcroft Rd, M20 6EF

Withington Baths
30 Burton Road, M20 EB

Withington Public Hall Institute
2 Burton Road, M20 3ED

Ye Olde Cock Inn
848 Wilmslow Road, M20 2RN






