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Lou...

Lou, are you 
ready?

Yes, coming!
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Today’s the 
day, I can feel 

it.

You always say 
that.

You really think 
we’ll find one?
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I told you this bird is 
magic, didn’t I?

Magic or real life?

They’re like 
star prints.Curlew 

footprints! 

Should we go back 
home? We can try 
again tomorrow?

I’m okay, Lou. I just feel... hot and tired, 
that’s all.

Grandad. 
Look!

Can’t it be both?

What’s the curlew like?
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And if one was 
standing next to 
you, it’d reach 

just above your 
knee.

They are known to be Europe’s 
largest wader. So if they spread 
their wings, they’re almost one 

whole metre wide!

What else...

They have grey-blue stilty legs 
and feathers that are a mixture 

of brown, yellow, white, black and 
gold, like the colours of a wild 

meadow.

They have long beaks, up to 15cm, 
which curve down from their face 

in a crescent moon shape.
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How come you like 
them so much?

Yes... 

Well this area here has been 
home to a family of curlews 

for generations as well.

A thread?

Each new chick, 
when it leaves the 

nest,

carries an invisible thread 
that will always tie them 

back here to home.

Just like the thread that will connect 
you back to home too.

I imagine it’s woven around their hearts.

You know how 
our family have 

always lived 
here?
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10,000!?

There used to be so many, 
and it’s only recently we’ve 

started to lose them. 

We’ve lost nearly 98% in 
the last thirty years.

That’s mum’s whole life...

And yet, all through time, 
the curlew has been 

imprinted in our ancient 
stories, our Irish folklore 

and soil...

How long have 
they been here?

Much longer than 
us. The Eurasion 

curlews have been 
around in Ireland 

for at least 
10,000 years.
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But I swear, I saw it.

Did you ever see 
the same curlew 

come home?

When I was your age, I 
think I did.

And a few years 
later,

My mam 
said I made 

it up.

There was a young chick with a 
swirl of silver in his feathers.
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I sometimes still think I 
see him.

Ha, you’re right. But the oldest one 
did live until 31!

Three times my 
age...

The same bird 
returned.

Imagine the things 
he must have seen...

But he’s not 
as old as you...

“I’m here, 
I’m here!”

It called out to me, 
as if to say,
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We’ve changed our relationship to the land,

removed safe 
nesting places,

drained bogs,

and the curlews have 
only suffered.

How come they’re disappearing?

planted commercial 
forests,
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The birds are lovers of wetland areas and 
the warmer summer months are affecting their 

families.

When their chicks are born in June, 
they have to feed themselves. They 
put their long beaks into the earth to 

find their food like worms and insects.

How come?

But the ground can be 
too dry from the heat,

the beaks can’t break 
through,

and they sadly go 
hungry.

The weather changes are not helping... Ireland has gotten 
warmer and this extra heat is changing our weather patterns.
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With less chicks, there are less birds,
and the sky quickly becomes 

quieter.
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I remember Mam saying she used to 
hear them all the time.

We did. We’d walk out through the 
meadows when she was young.

What did it sound like?

Some people say it’s a 
bubbling-water cry, like liquid 
joy. But I think it sounds silver...

Silver?

Like thread unspooling.
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That doesn’t 
make sense!

Hmm... Think of it’s name. It sounds 
like that.

Cur-loo!

Lew like Lou

Like-

Your name
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Wait. Is that?

He’s speaking back!

Is he from the same 
family as before?

I bet.
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Close your 
eyes, Lou. And 

listen...

It’s... beautiful.
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What comes 
to mind as you 

listen?

Mam singing in 
the bath as she 
washes my hair.

Or the folk-band in the pub 
on a Sunday evening.

Or the kettle 
boiling on the hob on 
weekday mornings.

Or even the sea 
waves crashing on 

the shore.

The wind echoing 
through the trees...

It makes me feel like I’m 
listening to something very 

very old.

How would you 
describe it? I don’t 

know...
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He... he looks 
so lonely.

He’ll be waiting for his love. 
They always meet each 
other this time of year.

Every 
year?

Remember they 
have their invisible 

threads

tying them to 
home.

They remember 
where to come.

But what if she doesn’t?

Well...

What if he’s 
the last one, 

Grandad?

He isn’t the last one, 
Lou. But he is close 

to being.
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Tell people about their 
magic.

But how?

We have to do 
something.

I agree.

To 
help.
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Three months later...



Scan this QR code to watch my 
school presentation!
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Chasing the Curlew’s Call follows 
young Lou and her grandfather as 
they search near their home in Co. 
Kerry for the disappearing curlew 

and its spellbinding song. The 
story interconnects generations 
of Lou’s family with generations 

of the curlew: a bird that has 
been woven into Ireland’s cultural 
memory for many, many years. 

The story also explores how shifts 
in weather patterns are impacting 
the birds’ survival, urging readers 
to care about climate change and 

feel inspired to help.


