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Today's the
day, | can feel
it. ,







- N T% £ 0 \ [ I j.ust feeln. hOb C\n& tire&l
!/ Ehoul& we g0 back ( that's all. :

ome? We cantry
ksain tomorrow?

he_\A're like
t

T
Curlew g star prints.
" ' : / B

{ | told you this bird is §
ma.gic, didn't 1?7

ol Mo.gic or real life? IS .
Can't it be both? ) oy WHH

. ¢ ‘N ‘ / )
what's the curlew like? 4




The_g have long beaks, up to 15¢cm,
which curve down from their face
in & crescent moon Shape.

They have gqrey—blue stiley legs
and feathers that are a mixture
of brown, yellow, white, black and
gold, like the colours of a wild
me&&ow.

They are Known to be Europe's
laryest wader. So if they sprecd
II their wings, the5're almost one

;

fi |

whole metre widel

{ : And if one was
’ standing next to
you, it'd reach
just above your




You Know how N
our family have
always lived
here?

/How come you like
them so much?

Well this area here has been\ [ Each new chick, ol - [corries an invisible threa&
home to a family of curlews | [ when it leaves the i

that will always tie t
for generations as well. .

back here to home.

TJust like the thread that will connect
you back to home too.




Much longer than \ 4
us. The Eurasion
curlews have been

How long have
Che_\ﬁ been here?

around in lreland
for at least
10,000 years.

There used to be so many,
and it's only recently we've
started to lose them.

We've lost nearly 487 in
\\tﬂrf last thirty years.

That's mum's whole life.)

And uet, all through time,
the curlew has been
imprinted in our ancient
stories, our lrish folklore

and soil...




Did you ever see
the same curlew
come home?

el s

W There was & youny chick with «
When | was your age, | 2\ swirl of silver in his feathers.
think |.&.'&. A ki 4

My mam
said | made
it up.

(Xn& 6 few years
L later, .




The same bird
returned.

It called sut to me,
oS if tosay,

“I'm here,

I'm herel®

| sometimes still think |
see him.

But he's not

as old as you..

Ha, you're right. But the oldest one
did live until 31!

Three times my
age...

|m&3ine the things
he must have seen...




and the curlews have

only suffered.

planted commercial
forests,

removed safe

nesting places,

o




The weather changes are not helping... Ireland has gotten
f warmer and this extra heat is chc\nging our weather patterns.

O The birds are lovers of wetland areas and
the warmer summer months are affecting their
families,.

When their chicks are born in June ¥
they have to feed themselves. They

put their long beaks into the earth to
find their food like worms and insects,

3

o - s Relels

But the ground can b o : 5 i ond they sadly qo ¥
0o dry from the heat :




’;&: and the sky q'uu"lg becomes
P guieter. _ A




| remember Mam saying she used to

hear them all the time.

We did. We'd walk ocut through the
meadows u,ll'\er\ She wasS youngy.

Some people say it's a
bubbling-water cry, like liguid

jou. But | think it sounds silver...




m... Think of it's name. It soun
like that.

Your name




[ l= he from the same
family as before?
( | bet.

&AS sp.ea.King bac@




Close your

eyes, Louw. And

listen...




: R
How would you
describe it?

) Or the {'olk band in the pu
on a Sun&ag evenmg

N

_ " Or the Lettle
boiling on the hob on

weekday mornings. ,

what comes
to mind as you
listen? /

Mam s:ngmg in \ |
the bath as she |
washes my hr..

Or even the sea’
waves crashing on
! the shore.

le maKes me feel hKe I'm %y
listening to something very j |

very old,




FHe'll be waiting for his love.

Remember they
have their invisible
threads

They always meet each

other this time of year

He... he looks
so lonely,.

tying them to
home.

g if

He isn't the last one,
Lou. But he is close
to being.

What if he'sY

the last one,
: \\G:‘o.n&&&? <
i e




"We have to do
Something.

Tell people about their
mo.gic.







Three months later...




Scan this QR code to watch my
school presentation!
\ "

Thank you for Am% (and readLing !l |
Low

22
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Science Serving Society

Met Eireann, lreland's National Meteorological Service maintained by the State under the
Convention of the World Metecrological Organisation, moniters, analyses and predicts Ireland's
weather and climate. We do this to provide Irish decision-maKers with world-class weather,
climate and flood services to protect life and property, and to promote wider societal and
economic wellbeing.

Research funding is a Key component of Met Lireann's strategy and is central to Met
Eireann's Weather and Climate Research Programme.

Met Eireann's Weather and Climate Research Programme underpins the expertise and Knowled ye
needed to enable the delivery and continuous improvement of national predictive capability in the
areas of weather, climate and hydrology and to ensure that, particularly in the climate context,
research outputs provide the evidence and tools necessary to inform government policy and
action.

Met Lireann's Weather and Climate Research Programme's mission is to contribute to the
development of national research capacity and to address Key scientific guestions in
response to the challenges and opportunities facing Ireland from an extreme weather and
changing climate's perspective.

Met Eireann welcomes research in the spirit of diversity, inclusivity, cooperation, co-creation,
collaboration, open data and multidisciplinarity.






Cha.sinj the Curlew'’s Call follows
young Lou and her qrandfather as
they search near their home in Co.
Kerry for the disappearing curlew

and its spellbinding song. The

Story interconnects generations

of Lou's family with generations

of the curlew: a bird that has

been woven into lreland's cultural

memory for many, many Yeers.

The story also explores how shifts

in weather patterns are impacting

the birds' survival, urging readers

to core abhout climate chanﬁe and

feel inspired to help.




