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A man has been 
arrested as the 
shooter in the 
2017 double 
homicide at 
Longboat Key’s 
Zota Beach 
Resort, a case 
that has haunted 
the community 
for years and 
remained open.

It was a summer night when two 
employees, security guard Kevin 
Carter and front desk manager 
Timothy Hurley, were shot execu-
tion-style during an armed robbery 
at the beachfront resort. For years, 
the alleged gunman remained at 
large until last week.

Last week, detectives charged 
Damien Garvin, a convicted felon, 
with first-degree murder. He was 
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Police arrest gunman accused of 
2017 Longboat double homicide
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See Arrest, page 2

The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island (AGAMI) is excited to welcome new gal-
lery artist member, Gary Green to its Gallery located at 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Gary Green is an active artist member of several prestigious art groups, both 
regional and national. Over the past 4 decades Gary’s work has received numerous 
awards, has been exhibited in juried shows as well as having had work placed in 
many private collections. His paintings often reflect a sense of casual storytelling, 
interwoven with unexpected elements that invite reflection and conversation. Gary’s 
mediums of choice are watercolor, acrylic, oil and mixed media. Hand drawn digital 
painting also keeps his talents fresh and contemporary.  Gary’s work is now on view 
in the AGAMI Gallery.

Anna Maria’s Magic Bus

already behind bars for an unre-
lated crime in South Florida, a 
2020 shooting outside a conve-
nience store in North Miami Beach. 
The gun he used in that shoot-
ing matched the one identified in 
the Zota homicide through ballistic 
testing.

Investigators said Garvin didn’t 
act alone. Darryl Hanna Jr., a for-
mer security guard at the resort, is 

accused of helping plan the robbery. 
His twin sister, Latoya, allegedly 
drove the getaway van. A fourth 
person believed to be involved died 
of natural causes before charges 
could be filed.

Detectives said the gun used 
in the murders was registered to 
Latoya Hanna and was later tied to 
the North Miami Beach shooting.

Garvin is now the third person 

arrested in connection to the coor-
dinated robbery and killings. Police 
said the group got away with less 
than $1,000 in cash.

Anatomy of the Crime
On August 4, 2017, two murders 

stunned Longboat Key. 
In what appeared a double homi-

cide in tandem with robbery for 
less than $1,000 at the just-opened 
Zota Resort, Longboaters expressed 
outrage, disbelief, sadness empathy 
and sorrow. 

Longboaters also expressed fear 
— fear that the crime might go 
unsolved. Everyone stared quoting 
the adage that after 48 hours the 
chances diminish that a perpetrator 
will be caught. Soon some relief 
came.

On Day 5 after the murders, the 
Longboat Key Police Department 
announced that 29-year –old Daryl 
Hanna Jr. was under arrest. It gave 
a degree of closure to a community 
and region disturbed by a crime 
that brought national attention to 
the otherwise idyllic and peace-
ful island. It also ended a week of 
intense police work searching for 
the suspect. 

The night…
Longboat Key Police were ini-

tially called to respond to an appar-
ent robbery that occurred at about 
2:40 a.m. on August 4 and found 
two employees dead inside the Zota 
Beach Resort, located at 4711 Gulf 
of Mexico Drive. 

The victims were Timothy Hurley, 
59, who was a Night Manager at the 
Zota Resort and Bradenton resi-
dent Kevin Carter, 51, who worked 
for Victory Security as the evening 
security guard at the Zota.

Video generates clues, tips
Following the murders, police 

released a surveillance video show-

Longboat Police in 2017 after the security gaurd who participated in the murders was 
arrested. The gunman remained at large until his arrest last week say police.
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL!        510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

ing a man carrying a semi-automatic pistol in his left hand 
and in another clip exiting with a cash box. These videos that 
were part of the Zota security system provided critical clues. 
First, the man in the pictures appeared to be left-handed. Also, 
the perpetrator knew that the right-hand door was locked 
when he is shown exiting. This led police to believe the man 
was familiar with the property. 

Another tip came from a coworker of Hanna’s at Victory 
Security who said the mannerisms and movements of the man 
in the video resembled those of Hanna.

Detectives visited Hanna’s Facebook and his pictures showed 
him holding a firearm in his left hand and carrying one on his 
left hip, indicating he was left handed. That matched the sus-
pect in the video carrying a gun in his left hand. He also com-
mented that he owned a 9-mm on Facebook. Police believed 
that was the gun he used to shoot Hurley and Carter.

Piecing it together…
When police contacted the security firm, Victory Security, 

that employed Hanna as well as the murdered victim, Carter, 
they learned more. 

Police were told Hanna resigned the day of the murders and 
that he was the only person who when news about the killings 
emerged, did not call to ask what happened. Instead, police 
were told Hanna asked how many times the victim was shot.

Police analyzed the cell phone that Hanna had use of to 
conform that 12 calls were made on the morning of the mur-
ders from Longboat Key.

Then the police also used the license plate reading cameras 
that are located on both ends of the Key, which confirmed 
that a vehicle exited the Key following the murders.

Police Chief account
On the day after Hanna was arrested, then Longboat Key 

Police Chief Pete Cumming held a press conference in Town 
Hall on Longboat. He told the dozens of media outlets and 
members of the public on hand that the perpetrator, Hanna, 
had worked at Zota as a contracted security guard working 
for Victory Security Company in the weeks leading up to the 
murder. Cumming said Hanna shot and killed night manager 
Timothy Hurley and fellow security guard Kevin Carter and 
then stole $900 and fled the scene.

It turns out Hanna had numerous gripes with his pay and 
hours according to coworkers and had resigned just prior mur-
ders. Cumming also said that Hanna knew exactly the layout 
of the building and location of the cash box and safe.

“He was clearly familiar with the layout of the building and 
the entrances and that likely caused him to get in without 
being noticed,” said Police Chief Pete Cumming.

Cumming said he did not think the incident was intended 
to be just a robbery gone wrong.

Hanna worked as a security guard for the resort just two 
days prior to the slayings.

The security company asked Hanna to come to work the 
night of the slayings, but Hanna said he had a new job as a 
cook and then resigned.

“There seems to be some disgruntled nature, something 
that occurred,” added Cumming.

It turns out that Hanna had been arrested for theft and 
had other criminal behaviors and incidents in his background 
including being charged for marijuana and cocaine possession.

Investigation 
Darryl Hanna was apprehended without incident at a 

residence in east Bradenton by members of the Longboat 
Key Police Department and Manatee County Homicide 
Investigative Unit. He was charged with two counts of sec-
ond-degree murder and one count of armed robbery.

Darryl Hanna, the first suspect arrested, has since passed 
away before standing trial. 

Darryl Hanna friend, Gernicha Davis, who was also 
involved in the crime, told detectives what happened, but she 
too passed away before charges could be brought against her. 

Police determined Darryl Hannafriend and his sister, Latoya 
Hanna, were involved.  In January 2024, the Longboat Key 
Police Department said Latoya Hanna was arrested for felony 
murder for her involvement in the case, but it wasn’t over. 

A break came in 2020 when investigators came across a 
murder charge against Damien Garvin, Latoya Hanna’s boy-
friend.

An arrest affidavit for Garvin said the group of criminals 
ordered Carter to the floor, as they forced Hurley to empty 
the resort’s cash drawer. 

According to the affidavit, Garvin told Hurley to open the 
safe. Hurley said he didn’t have the combo to open the safe. 
The affidavit said Damien told Hurley if he didn’t open the 
safe, he was going to ‘kill him.’ Hurley told Damien he didn’t 
have the code. 

A member of the group, Gernicha Davis, who passed away 
since the crime, said she heard a gunshot and Hurley yelling 
out. Garvin told Hurley to open the safe once more. When 
he did not, Garvin shot and killed Hurley. On their way out, 
the affidavit said Garvin shot Carter several times as the group 
fled. 

Garvin is scheduled to be back in court on August 22.  
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Art and the quest for beauty can leave you sleepless.  A patient recently came to me with an 
unusual complaint – art collecting induced insomnia.

He could not stop thinking about modern and contemporary prints, what he possessed and 
more possessively what he further wished to have. A universe of potential desire awaited him 
each night.  The prices, places, avenues of acquisition, bidding strategies, the potential profits 
all negated the calm and comfort of his night-time life.  “Is my art col-
lecting healthy?” he wondered.

I tried to mark out a path where it might.

The Four Fold Path
What’s health? The WHO definition is complete physical, mental, 

and social well-being.  When it comes to art you should add purpose 
and meaning – the spiritual dimension. That’s how you get to what I 
call the four fold path of physical, mental, social and spiritual health.

I told my client he might apply each arena to solve his  art collecting 
insomnia, as you could any diagnosis from cold to cancer.

First, physical: chances are he would not be exercising a lot buying 
prints over the phone, even if he were nervously pacing bidding overseas at auctions slowed 
by the mighty internet. But walking, strolling, meandering were all forms of physical activity, 
including the happy French cultural practice of flaneurie, self-mobilizing through a metropolis 
observing its endless idiosyncracies.

He liked visiting galleries and museums.  Not all that travelling had to be by car or public 
transport.  Art districts are generally easy targets to penetrate by foot.   And art could certainly 
get him out of the house.  Data from Rush Medical School demonstrated  Alzheimer’s rates 
declining three quarters when people frequently  left home to experience new environments.  
Sufficiently alluring destinations might coax his less art obsessed spouse to tarry along.

Next, mental: viewing the world relentlessly in terms of solutions as opposed to problems 
can instigate a special cognitive set possessing multiple healthy outcomes.  New ways of seeing 
and understanding the world are thought to be a particular province of art and the art world.  
I suggested he consider not only the different perspectives and fictional universes created by 
artists he liked, but the specific  technical ingenuity and ideas they used to make what he loved. 
It’s one thing to enjoy an image, another to recognize how it was made.  Or why.

Artists often need considerable grit and innovative capacity to produce work, make others 
aware of it, and fiscally survive.  Plenty of new answers  to my patient’s daily anxieties might 
arise contemplating their creative solutions.

Third on the list, social. People like to make art.  They like to get together and talk about 
it – a lot.  For many collecting is not a solitary addiction but a means to meet others with 
similar inescapable passions, a proclivity art dealers and museums are more than happy to pro-
pel.  Art in the 21st century has turned relentlessly social, where at the most exclusive global 
art fairs billionaires park their planes and yachts,  better to engage their economic equals.  At 
these mushrooming confabs aspiring collectors can meet similarly “emerging” artists along 
with models, actors, and the occasional “rock star” painter/multi-media creator arrived by jet 
carrying her own entourage.

My patient did not possess a personal plane.  He did like art parties, though, including 
those given at local art centers, and was happily surprised how many he met there shared his 
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Is art collecting healthy?
Data from Rush Medical School demonstrated Alzheimer’s rates declining three quarters when 
people frequently left home to experience new environments.  

MATTHEW  EDLUND

StayingAlive

interests.
Fourth, the spiritual. If we can believe historians, the first cave paintings were made for 

mystical and religious reasons.  Ideology and art are constant, continuing  companions, and 
much of the world’s greatest art is infused with spiritual feeling. If purpose and meaning can be 
furthered by connecting with forces or ideas larger than oneself, art provides such experiences.   
The Monuments Men who accompanied  Allied Forces at the end of World War II felt they 
were preserving western civilization,  what was best about human beings.  For many, art is the 
finest expression of what humanity  can do. For others, art acts as a kind of religion, providing 
an introduction to a higher reality.

So what happened to my patient?  I told him that before he bought another print he should 
buy the book.  Know about the work he was buying: who made it, how they made it, why 
they made it, what they thought they were saying, what he experienced in a work’s  presence.  
I pointed out a famous seal of Chinese scholars, often affixed by them to paintings they appre-
ciated: “Once  I see it, it’s mine.”  Mine in their eyes and minds, their writings and posterity.  
Connecting with ideas larger than oneself may be easier when enjoying artworks than may last 
many lifetimes, telling  different stories to following generations.

He’s sleeping better now.  He’s learned like what  many readers know well – that written 

Live in Your Home’s Best Light

CALL FOR A FREE QOUTE —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

Bringles Blinds provides aff ordable blinds, shutt ers, shades, 
and master installati on services to the Longboat Key, 

Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

*Off er valid with minimum purchase of three

SALE! $500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutt ers & Shades

Longboat residents 
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle

Laid-Back Waterfront Living!

744 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY • LONGBOAT KEY
3BR/2BA  •  1,688 SF  •  $1,200,000

Fully renovated, furnished 
coastal retreat includes a 
single car garage, deeded 
beach access and two boat 
lifts with quick access to 
the Bay and Gulf. 

405 BRYN MAWR ISLAND, BRADENTON
2BR/2BA  •  1,392 SF  •  $649,000

Never flooded!  This POOL 
home, with a 70 ft. private
waterfront dock, is located 
on a deep saltwater canal 
with direct bridge-free 
access to Bay.

CALL FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR!
Teddi Aberle, Realtor  •  813.503.6128  •  teddiaberle@yahoo.com

Your Hometown Realty, Inc.  •  P. O. Box 10367  •  Bradenton, FL  34282

Ads that work...
941.387.2200
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

See Letters, page 6
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Commission is ridiculous
To: Editor
The town is pathetic.
Owners are doing their best but ridiculous Longboat Key Town is not helping people with 

distressed property. They are too busy dealing with stupidity and failing owners miserably.
Last year’s property taxes need refunding to owners. The town continues with pathetic proj-

ects whilst totally ignoring property owners. Disgusted. ‘We are adding Seeds along the Key.’
Missing in action. Tell the ‘commissioners’… “Get in a car.”
Drive and see what you achieved in 9 months: next to nothing.
Stop faking and get the island sorted, if not...move on. Stop making out you know what you 

are doing...you don’t. Move on.
Trevor Gillot
Longboat Key

Follow up to Inquiries
To: Bob Gault
Here are the approved landscape plans from December 2023, which revised previously 

approved landscape plans for the project.  Also attached is a rendering used during Unicorp’s 
presentation of the parking garage concept, which preceded the December 2023 plan update.  
Not sure if their intention was that the rendering (which most likely depicts fully matured trees 
and foliage) was for that concept to carry through with or without a parking garage. Please let 
us know if you have any more questions.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Follow up to Inquiries
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Thank you Isaac.
Bob Gault
Longboat Key

Follow up to Inquiries
To: Bob Gault
Yes, let me work our Planning, Zoning, & Building group to track that graphic down.
Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Follow up to Inquiries
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin 
Thanks Gary again to you and Isaac for the follow up on St Regis landscaping. As I recall 

the elevation rendering presented in the public hearings depicted a very dense grove of palms 
helping screen the facility, etc. I was thinking how

Thanks Gary again to you and Isaac for the follow up on St Regis landscaping.
As I recall the elevation rendering presented in the public hearings depicted a very dense 

grove of palms helping screen the facility, etc.  I was thinking how can they plant palms so 
closely together side by side?  It was a wall of landscaping.

Currently there are only a handful of skinny Queen Palms and allot of low grass type plants.  
Can we get a pdf of the rendering perspective presented in the Commission meeting please?

Just trying to understand what happened.
Bob Gault 
Longboat Key

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Welcoming & Friendly
 

If  you cannot attend but would like to 
contribute, please send your check to:
Christ Church of Longboat Key
6400 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228
Attn: John Shehorn 

Make check payable to: 
Christ Church of Longboat Key.
Indicate Kerr County Flood Relief Fund 
on memo line.

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE

LUNCHEON & FUNDRAISER
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 • 11:00 AM

  T
EXAS FLOOD RELIEF  T
EXAS FLOOD RELIEF

6400 Gulf of Mexico Drive  •  Longboat Key 
941. 383.8833 (O�ce)  •  www.christchurcho�bk.org

The citizens of Kerr County, Texas, need our prayers of comfort, love  and caring. 
Christ Church of Longboat Key invites you to a FREE Texas Treats Bu�et 

luncheon at 11:00 AM, immediately following our Sunday Service at 10:00 AM.

At this time we would also welcome your generous contributions 
to the KERR COUNTY FLOOD RELIEF FUND. These monies will highlight 

our entire community’s concern for their sad and tragic events. 
Through God’s grace we will help those in need.

LUNCHEON IS FREE - RESERVATIONS ARE NOT REQUIRED
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KeyNature
Sightings on a Florida beach

MICHAEL GIVANT
Contributing Writer
news@lbknews.com

The strikingly beautiful avocet, uncommon here, appeared out of nowhere, causing me to look 
twice to make sure that I wasn’t hallucinating.

The morning air is crisp, the sun’s shadows are hard. My wife and I are congratulating our-
selves for getting out to Whitney Beach at 8:15 AM. Then we see a tall man in a familiar looking 
floppy hat who has been scanning the ocean with a high powered birding scope.

On The Lookout
My friend and birder extraordinaire, John has been out for an hour looking for black scoters, 

diving sea ducks, which were sighted here twelve days ago. Their appearance has become a 
major birding event, bringing birders who wouldn’t ordinarily be here to the beach because these 
birds almost never come this far south. John’s seen them this morning. He asks if the American 
avocet that I saw yesterday was flying with a flock of red knots. The strikingly beautiful avocet, 
uncommon here, appeared out of nowhere, causing me to look twice to make sure that I wasn’t 
hallucinating. No, it wasn’t flying with the turnstones. I wonder why he wants to know but 
forget to ask him.

A large flock of thirty or more “peeps,” which is an all purpose term for small brown shore-
birds, is flying close to shore. This group consists primarily of red knots, a dull moderate sized 
sandpiper, and some ruddy turnstones. These birds sometimes feed together at the water’s edge, 
probing the sands for small shells.

Overhead a royal tern calls loudly with a fish in its bill and quickly flies away. Later a royal, 
perhaps the same one, is flying low over the water with another in pursuit. They land and the 
one with the fish looks like it is about to eat it. Then the first royal walks to the second one who 
takes it. The first one then flies off without the fish and the second one with the fish follows. 
I’m confused. Was this a mating gesture or an attempt to feed a juvenile that doesn’t yet hunt?

Foggy And Surreal   
The next morning is foggy, windy and the temperature not quite sixty. It’s hooded sweatshirt, 

nylon vest, watch cap and shorts weather. I love walking not quite warm enough. It’s invigorat-
ing and sharpens my senses. No one’s here; just me and the birds.  Seventeen black scoters are 
quietly paddling out into pea soup.  A male snowy plover, all 6.25-inches of it zips along the 
beach, stopping at a mound where it “hiccups,” raising its head and neck up and down hard. It 
seems to have indigestion, remaining there a short time, then runs back to the water.

Hovering high above shallow water, a Forster’s tern, seemingly waits forever, then plunges 
down at a 90-degree angle. At the last second the bird just touches the water’s surface creating a 
small splash, aborts the dive and flies off. I often see Forster’s diving here. Their plunges usually 
end in an aborted dive or the bird coming up without having gotten a fish. I’m often concerned 
that the water is too shallow and the tern will injure itself. However they know what they’re 
doing.

By the dunes there is a puzzling pile of red strand-shaped food that resembles beef jerky. 
Laughing gulls, the most notoriously aggressive birds on the beach, fly in a few at a time scoop-
ing it up as the pile diminishes like red blood drying in the sand.  Others reject the snack throw-
ing it down. One laugher chomps down hard and finally swallows but needs to take a few sips 
of water. It stands there like the food is hard on its stomach and might be wondering “should I 
have eaten that?” Bizarre. Later when I return, the only thing which remains is a pink stain in 
the sand.

Egrets And Gulls
At the beach’s other end by a seawall is a limping snowy egret. The limp seems more pro-

nounced now than in the past few days. These birds walk stealthily along the shoreline in shallow 
water, looking for small fish, then suddenly plunge their dagger-like bills into the water. This 
requires dexterity that the injured bird may not have. The impaired left leg is raised higher in an 
arch putting more pressure on its right leg. The effect is to make a slow “wheel” like motion. The 
lean white bird with the black legs and yellow feet, turns in a hunched position staring straight 
ahead.  Suddenly it lifts off flying down the foggy beach.

A great blue heron suddenly splashes its head and body into the water as if it’s going for a 
swim. It comes up with nothing. This bird appears to be a clumsy or immature hunter. Later it 
walks to a sand mound on the beach where it pulls hard on a weed and then flies. What did it 
expect to find in the weed?

A lesser black-backed gull has a whole fish with a stiff tail and is vigorously eating. It lifts the 
fish, pulling at the flesh, walking away to rinse its can opener-like bill. A nearby laughing gull 
stares at the prize. Then comes a second laugher that is chased by the first one. The message is 
clear: I’m next. A few more laughers come. The black-backed continues eating, goes to the water 
and makes a run at one of the would be diners. Soon the laughers are gone and a leisurely meal 
awaits the black-backed.

The sun has come out and I remove a layer. The water is now light green with continuous 
waves gliding to shore. A cold, foggy morning has became a full one of birding and become a 
lazy, sunny afternoon. The black-backed is gone and a ring-billed gull is now feeding on the fish. 
Tomorrow it will be only white bone with a tail.  A turkey vulture lands, walks around a bit, 
finds nothing and flies off. Man, you should have been here earlier.  Like it cares.

Female black scoters.

A male black scoter and several females leaving the beach.

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555
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Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

As a member you’ll enjoy:

• Championship Golf
• Pickleball & Tennis

• Private Beach & Pool
• Spa & Wellness Center

• Deep-Water Marina
• Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

LEARN MORE

if you have any follow-up questions.
Landscaping in front of St. Regis.
Hearing from at least one resident that the expectation was that the landscaping would be 

heartier/more dense.
The landscaping installed at the St. Regis is consistent with the approved landscaping plan.  
Does the landscaping they have implemented match their approved landscape plans?
Yes. Allen Parsons walked the site with the project’s Construction Manager to ensure the 

installed landscaping was consistent with the approved landscaping plan.
Does the landscaping implemented and approved on the landscape plans match the render-

ing they supplied during public hearings?
Yes.
Do they have any plans of adding more? 
Beyond ensuring the installed landscaping was consistent with the approved landscaping 

plan, Town staff would not have any involvement in the St. Regis’ future plans for additional 
landscaping.

Seems sparse for a 5-star resort and condo development.
The landscaping installed at the St. Regis is consistent with the approved landscaping plan.  
St. Regis Parking Lifts
Also, the recollection is that the final approved plan would have parking lifts.  Have those 

been implemented?
As a part of an amendment package in 2023 (Resolution 2013-12), all 62 mechanical park-

ing lift spaces were removed, and the parking was made up on an expanded surface parking 
area.  The final approved plan in 2023 added one more parking space beyond the original 
2021 plan that had the lifts.  The 2023 approved plan included a total of 469 parking spaces.

971 Longboat Club Road
1. Property is out of sorts (still damaged from storms and no apparent repair activity in 

sight).
2. Any update/status to repairs on that property?
A Notice of Violation has been filed against the owner.  Code Enforcement staff have been 

in communication with the property owner, who has committed to having her contractors 
file the correct permits. Code enforcement spoke to the property owner yesterday morning.  
The owner stated that she has signed contacts and does not know why the contractors haven’t 
applied for permits.  The Code enforcement officer has requested twice for her to send him the 
contracts and still have not received anything.  The Code Enforcement officer informed her 
that she has until 7.30.2025 to have permits applied for.  If they are not applied for by then 
she will receive a Notice of Hearing to appear before the Special Magistrate. 

As a side note, she stated to the Code Enforcement officer that she has been dealing personal 
matters as well.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Hurricane Recovery Question
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

Follow up to Inquiries
To: Bob Gault
Bob, Thank you for your enquiry this week. Here are the responses from our directors to 

your questions. Should you have any other questions or feedback, please don’t hesitate to reply 
back or attend our next regular meeting scheduled on September 8th at 1 p.m.  

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Follow up to Inquiries
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
As a follow-up to your questions last week, here are some answers below.  Please let me know 

BEACH VIBES?  Check     PRIME LOCATION? Check
HIGH END RENOVATIONS all completed in 2025? Check, Check & Check!

SIESTA BEACH  •  5108 SAINT ALBANS AVE, SARASOTA, FL 34242
3BR/3.5BA  •  1,767 SF  •  $1,050,000

  Contact:  Brad Wallace, Realtor  (407) 375-5994 
       WEMERT GROUP REALTY LLC

Whether you are looking to settle in 
full time or score an amazing SHORT 
TERM RENTAL/VACATION HOME, this 
one is a MUST SEE! Fresh, modern and 
full of character! The location? Out of 
this world! 
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■ SARASOTA,  FL SHOWROOM

   3055 Fruitville Commons Blvd.

    941.900.HOME(4663)

    Monday-Saturday: 10am-6pm 
    Sunday: 12pm-5pm

Financing is now available. C L I V E D A N I E L . C O M

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  |  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  |  F I N E  F U R N I S H I N G S

S A R A S O TA  • F O R T  M Y E R S  • N A P L E S  • B O C A  R AT O N

Going east  on Fruitv i l le 
Rd.  make a U-Turn at  l ight 
(Lakewood Ranch Blvd.),  then 
make a r ight   on to Coburn Rd. 
Go around the circ le  to Fruitv i l le 
Commons Blvd.,  pass Cooper ’s 
Hawk and you wi l l  see Cl ive 
Daniel  Home on the r ight.

IB26001785          

Winner of Over 450 Awards for design 
excellence including Best New 

Showroom in the USA!

Premiere luxury destination for residential, 
commercial and hospitality design services.

E L E VAT I N G  S P A C E S ,  D E F I N I N G  E X C E L L E N C E  W I T H  AWA R D - W I N N I N G  D E S I G N !

◊  Total Home Creation

◊  Design, Renovation, New Build

◊  Expert Interior Designers

◊  Exclusive Collections

◊   Beautiful In-Stock Styles

◊   Custom Shop

◊   One-of-a-Kind Rugs

◊   Outdoor Furniture

◊   Accessories, Lighting, Art

◊   Unique Gift Boutique

◊   Weekly Shipping to Midwest & Northeast

◊   Immediate Delivery and much more!

D E S I G N  M A T T E R S . . . I N S P I R A T I O N  S T A R T S  H E R E !

Best Overall Interior Design

Designer: Kelli Smith

Rank: Silver

Project: Pindari Model

Builder & Architect:

John Cannon Homes
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Letters, from page 6

See Letters, page 12

Hey Commissioner Gary, yesterday I had the need to travel our entire island up to the north 
end to Whitney Beach Plaza.  Now that we are in the rainy, growing season it is so evident and 
sad to see the many very large Ficus Banyan trees that are not leafing back out and appear to 
be unquestionably dead.

This significantly diminishes the aesthetics of our once beautiful island and after the Town 
worked hard to get all the utility poles and lines down. Also, this is a safety issue with all the 
bare dead branches snapping off in storm winds.

As you know, much of our property values on LBK are buoyed up by our island paradise 
landscaping which now is damaged almost a year after our two terrible storms and highlighted 
by these very large dead trees.  We hoped they would come back but many have not.

The question: is there, or will there be a Town plan to deal with these dead trees
on right of ways and on private property? Surely private property owners are hard pressed 

due to the priority repairs they had on their homes and may not have the cash flow to deal 
with removing these big trees.  Can the Town help facilitate financial help from FEMA, State 
or County for these property owners? We all surely do not want these island eye sores to remain 
standing tall and dead for another year.

Bob Gault
Longboat Key

Commendation and Lifesaving Award Recommendation – 
Officer Mathis

To: Longboat Key Deputy Police Chief Frank Rubino
Officer Michael Mathis is a great guy. I’m not surprised he did what was required of him 

willfully and timely. We are all so fortunate to have such great public safety folks looking after 
us.  Congratulations Michael.   

Gary Coffin
Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

Commendation and Lifesaving Award Recommendation – 
Officer Mathis

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
It is with great pride and appreciation that I recognize Officer Mathis for his exemplary 

service and unwavering dedication, as outlined in the commendation submitted by Captain 
Hankins. I want to thank Captain Hankins for taking the time to formally document and 
submit this well-deserved recognition.

Officer Mathis recently distinguished himself in two significant incidents that reflect the 
highest standards of our department and the profession of law enforcement.

In the first incident, while on marine patrol, Officer Mathis acted swiftly and selflessly to 
save the life of an elderly man who was in imminent danger of drowning. Without hesitation 
and with complete disregard for his own safety, Officer Mathis entered the water and success-
fully brought the individual to safety. His heroic actions under pressure undoubtedly prevented 
a tragedy and are a testament to his courage and the Town of Longboat Key’s commitment to 
public safety.

In a separate incident, Officer Mathis again demonstrated compassion and professionalism 
by locating a missing elderly gentleman who had been the subject of a BOLO (Be On the 
Lookout) issued by the Sarasota County Sheriff ’s Office. Upon finding the individual, Officer 
Mathis observed he was disoriented and having difficulty using his phone’s GPS. He went out 
of his way to provide the man with printed directions back to Miami Airport. The gentleman 
later arrived home safely in Haiti, much to the relief of his worried daughter.

These incidents highlight Officer Mathis’s integrity, situational awareness, and commitment 
to public service. In recognition of his life-saving actions during the marine patrol incident, I 
am forwarding this commendation to the Department’s Awards Committee with my full sup-
port for awarding Officer Mathis the Lifesaving Award.

Please join me in commending Officer Mathis for his bravery, compassion, and exemplary 
service to the Longboat Key community.

Frank Rubino
Interim Chief of Police, Longboat Key Police Department

Road change
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Based on what we know so far, I wonder whether we should start asking questions on this 

subject.  Everything cited in Maggie’s note, including legislative history, seems to address the 
name of the body of water only and not that of anything else bearing the Gulf of America.  I 
suggest we hold fire until fired upon.  

Ken Schneier
Mayor, Town of Longboat Key

Road change
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thank you Mayor and Maggie, I am going to reach out to two of our FDOT District 1 lead-

ership team contacts and see if they have direction related to the two questions/items below.
Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager , Town of Longboat Key

Road change
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
The answer to your question is not as clear as I would like, but it appears that HB 575 only 

updated the statutory references for Gulf of Mexico to Gulf of America.  There does not appear 
to be an “explicit or implicit requirement” in the legislation for the Town to change the name 
of the road. 

That said, the bill analysis includes certain assertions that imply that the drafters contem-

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

EditorLetters

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
Up to 35% Off 

Plantati on 
Shutt ers
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100 North Tamiami Trail  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Steven
Kepecz

Leah
George

941-780-0597

Judy
Kepecz-Hays

941-587-1700 941-376-6411

 IN THE WORLD

$3.4 Billion Career Sales

L’Ambiance

435 L’Ambiance Drive #L807 
$3,500,000 | Furnished

LAmbianceL807.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801 
$7,500,000 

LAmbianceA801.com

Sanctuary

575 Sanctuary Drive #A303 
 $1,620,000 

SanctuaryA303.com

6011 Emerald Harbor Drive
$2,350,000 

6011EmeraldHarborDr.com

Emerald Harbor
Integrity. Commitment. Excellence. Communication. Knowledge.  = Results for the Judy Kepecz-Hays Team

Hideaway Bay

757 Hideaway Bay Drive 
 $7,680,000 

757HideawayBay.com

240 Sands Point Rd #4201
$1,198,000

InnOnTheBeach4201.com

UNDER CONTRACT

Inn on the BeachCountry Club Shores

537 Gunwale Lane 
$1,850,000 

537GunwaleLn.com 

521 Wedge Lane 
$1,928,000 

521WedgeLn.com

Deeded 
Beach Access

1211 Gulf of Mexico Drive #105 
$899,000 

Promenade105.com

1211 Gulf of Mexico Drive #704 
$999,000 

Promenade704.com

PromenadePromenade

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211
$998,000 

Tangerine211.com

BEST PRICE IN TANGERINE BAY

Tangerine Bay Club

660 Golden Gate Point #32
$899,000 

MarinaView32.com

NEW ON THE MARKET

Golden Gate Point
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

July 12
Citizen assist

9:05 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to the corner of 

North Shore Road and Firehouse Court regarding a 
disturbance. Upon Officer Maple’s arrival, the call was 
upgraded to officer assistance. The call was initially 
made by a caller who reported that she was on a boat 
off of Longboat Key with her friend and a man when 
they got into a verbal argument with the man who 
had told both women to leave the boat. At the scene, 
Officer Maple made contact with a passerby who said 
he had been flagged down by two young women whose 
cell phones had died and who had requested assistance. 
Officer Maple then interviewed the two women, aged 
19 and 21 years old, who explained they and been out on a boat with an acquaintance they 
had known for a few days and got into an argument with him and then he beached the boat, 
threw their property into the water and ordered them to disembark the vessel. Both women 
confirmed that the incident didn’t involve any physical altercation. They said that the man had 
become upset because they were “talking too much.” One of the women further explained that 
her belongings were in her car at a boat dock in Tampa, where they had departed from earlier 
that morning. Both women’s cell phones were completely discharged at the time of the inci-
dent. Officer Maple transported the women to the Longboat Key Police Department, where 
he provided them with charging cords to recharge their phones while they contacted an Uber 
driver. Officer Nazareno arrived to assist and remained in the parking lot of the police station 
while the women were inside the building, staying until the Uber driver arrived. The Uber 
driver subsequently picked up the two women and transported them to their vehicle in Tampa. 
No criminal activity was determined to have occurred during the incident. Both officers simply 
provided assistance to help the women return to their vehicle. Case clear.

Vehicle
9:50 p.m.
Officer Smith while on patrol observed a vehicle parked in front of a residence under con-

struction. Officer Smith made contact with the driver and she said she was just picking up a 
friend from the beach. The driver left the area without further incident. Case clear.

July 13
Incident

7:12 p.m.
Officer Maple responded to the 400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a suspicious incident 

at the gas station. Upon arrival, Officer Maple canvassed the gas station to locate the suspi-
cious vehicle that had been reported. The vehicle was described as a brown Toyota sedan with 
no plate given. The complainant had reported observing an approximately 30 year-old woman 
wearing a long-sleeved shirt with a head covering. Officer Maple was unable to locate the 
vehicle as it was gone on arrival. While Officer Tillman and Officer Maple continued canvass-
ing the area, the complainant arrived on scene to provide additional information. She said she 
had observed one woman with headgear standing outside the vehicle cleaning a windshield 
with a child in her hand. The complainant also described seeing two other men in the area. She 
explained that she had told herself that if they were still there when she returned tot he island, 
she would call the police. When she returned the woman was still present with the vehicle, 
however, the men had departed. At that point, the complainant called 911. After speaking with 
the complainant, Officer Tillman did not determine any suspicious incident had taken place 
and concluded that no further law enforcement presence was necessary. Case clear.

July 14
Suspicious person

11:39 a.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Putting Green Lane in reference to a suspicious person 

on or near the property. The caller stated she could see 
what appeared to be worker’s from her front door cam-
era. Upon arriving on scene, Officer Pescuma observed 
contractors from Comcast installing conduit that starts 
from the west side of the property and will go under 
the driveway towards the east. The caller was concerned 
of property damage, however, Comcast stated that her 
property will not be affected. No suspicious activity 
observed. Case clear.

Vehicle
2:02 p.m.
Officer Pescuma while conducting traffic enforce-

ment, observed the defendant driving southbound on 
Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Pescuma while conduct-

ing traffic enforcement, observed a vehicle driving southbound on Gulf of Mexico Drive and 
speeding. The radar detector confirmed the defendant was speeding at 48 mph in a posted 
35 mph. The vehicle was located and a traffic stop was conducted on a 2022 SUV. Officer 
Pescuma made contact with the driver on May 18, and Officer Pescuma advised him the reason 
for the traffic stop. Officer Pescuma advised the driver that he was observed doing 48 mph in 
a 35 mph zone then asked for the operator’s driver’s license. The driver handed the officer his 
Florida driver’s license that has a ‘business purpose only’ restriction that expires on Oct. 2025. 
The driver had two passengers and said that they were from out of town and he was showing 
them around. At the time of the traffic stop, the driver was not driving to and from his place 
of business nor was it an emergency. Officer Pescuma issued a criminal citation for ‘Failure 
to Obey Driver’s License Restriction.’ Additionally a citation was issued for unlawful speed. 
Officer Pescuma advised that the driver could not drive, he made arrangements for transporta-
tion. Case clear.

July 15
Trespassing

3:43 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 6800 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference 

to a 50 year old man trespassing at the establishment, subject was last seen shirtless with gray 
shorts. Upon arriving on scene, Officer Van Dyke and Sgt. Butler located the subject at the 
6900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive who was checked through FCIC/NCIC and yielded nega-
tive results for warrants. The man said that he bought a sailing vessel with a blue hull named 
‘Perserverance’ about a week ago and is currently anchored off of Linley Street boat ramp. The  
man appears to be a transient and was asked by the manager of the bar not to return to the 
bar. The manager didn’t want to issue a trespass warning, however requested the officers speak 
with him to ensures he honors his request. Case clear.

July 16
Med card expired...

2:28 a.m.
Officer Troyer while on patrol when he observed a Ford SUV with a defective driver side 

headlight where no light was being emitted. Officer Troyer conducted a traffic stop and spoke 
with the driver. Upon speaking with the driver, Officer Troyer smelled the odor of marijuana 
which emitted from the vehicle. Officer Troyer asked the driver if he possessed a medical mari-
juana card to which the driver provided. Upon observing the medical marijuana card issued, 
Officer Troyer noticed the card was expired as of Jan. 25, 2024. Officer Troyer asked him if 
there was any marijuana in the vehicle, to which he said there was. Officer Troyer asked the 
driver to exit the vehicle and read him his constitutional rights per Miranda, to which he agreed 
to speak with the officer. Officer Troyer conducted a probable cause search of the vehicle due 
to the driver not being an active medical marijuana card holder and the odor of marijuana 
emitting from the vehicle. Upon conducting the search, Officer Troyer located two containers 
which are typically used to break down marijuana into smaller sizes, commonly referred to as 
‘Grinders.’ Officer Troyer located a green leafy substance consistent with marijuana inside both 
containers. The grinders were located in the center console of the vehicle where the driver said 
they were. One of the grinders was a clear jar with the black rubber type covering and a multi-
colored lid. The other container was simply-multicolored. Inside of the black rubber covered 
jar, and observed a visible amount of loose green leafy substance, whereas the other container 
only had a small amount of loose green leafy substance. Officer Troyer conducted a roadside 
field test of the green leafy substance, testing for marijuana. The presumptive field test resulted 
in a purple color, which indicated a positive result. Based on the investigation, Officer Troyer 
found probable cause to charge the driver with possession of marijuana. Marijuana was entered 
into containers as evidence and Officer Troyer confiscated the expired medical marijuana 
license. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200
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Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

750 PENFIELD ST
549 SLOOP LN
775 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#902
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#26N
230 SANDS POINT RD Unit#3404
780 TARAWITT DR
651 FOX ST
683 SPANISH DR S
400 N WASHINGTON DR
767 JOHN RINGLING BLVD Unit#34

3,710
4,127
1,842
1,235
634
1,540
1,416
1,361
3,348
816

$3,975,000 
$2,900,000 
$1,799,000 
$1,025,000 
$900,000 
$900,000 
$575,000 
$289,000 
$6,450,000 
$320,000

336
255
132
60
0
288
110
20
128
0

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

4
3
3
2
1
2
2
2
4
1

5
4
3
2
1
3
3
2
5
2

$3,300,000 
$2,700,000 
$1,700,000 
$950,000 
$905,000 
$650,000 
$500,000 
$250,000 
$5,800,000 
$320,000

KeyRealEstate

400 N WASHINGTON DR

WE WORK ON A CONTINGENCY FEE BASIS. 
WE DON'T GET PAID UNTIL YOU DO!

NO RECOVERY  |  NO FEES  |  NO COSTS
CALL: 844-88-WINDY (94639)

Larry Moskowitz has practiced law in Florida for more than 35+ years, 
beginning his career as an Assistant State Attorney/Prosecutor in 
Broward County, FL. He is an accomplished trial attorney with over 
150 jury trials to verdict.

Mr. Moskowitz has specialized in Property Damage Law for over 20 
years, and has handled thousands of claims against all the major 
insurance companies.

IF YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY HAS
DELAYED, UNDERPAID, OR DENIED YOUR CLAIM FROM 

HURRICANES MILTON OR HELENE – WE CAN HELP!

STILL HAVEN’T BEEN PAID?

LARRY MOSKOWITZ, PA
PROPERTY DAMAGE LAWYERS

Main Office: 400 SE 9th Street Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
Satellite Offices:  Ft. Myers & Tampa (by appointment).
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SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 

plated that there would be an impact on local governments 
(ie, cities).  The comments state: 

- “The bill aligns Florida Statutes with the recent fed-
eral designation of the “Gulf of America” in Executive 
Order 14172—Restoring Names That Honor American 
Greatness—by replacing references to the “Gulf of Mexico” 
with “Gulf of America.” 

- The analysis indicates the only impact on local govern-
ment would be an insignificant, negative fiscal impact from 
updating official documents, websites, signage, publications, 
and other materials to reflect the new designation change 
from “Gulf of Mexico” to “Gulf of America.”’

- The analysis also references the Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund (BTIITF) action:  “On 
March 5, 2025, the BTIITF (a/k/a Governor and Cabinet) 
issued a resolution directing all state agencies, divisions, and 
personnel under its jurisdiction to update maps, records, 
publications, and resources to reflect the new designation. 
The resolution also mandates that administrative rules, 
policies, and procedures be updated on a continual basis and 
authorizes the adoption of rules specifically for this purpose. 
Additionally, all land managers of publicly accessible state-
owned lands bordering the Gulf must designate suitable 
locations for signage recognizing the name change.”  The 
jurisdiction for BTIITF applies to state agencies – which does 
not typically encompass municipalities.

The legislative analysis summary is intended to point 

out, that while the legislation does not specifically include a 
requirement on a municipality, the legislative analysis seems to 
indicate an implied assumption that general purpose govern-
ments’ (ie, cities and counties) would be impacted and would 
absorb costs associated with things like signage changes.  So 
the analysis, which is not law, creates confusion.

As you are well aware, Gulf of Mexico Drive (a/k/a State 
Road 789)  on Longboat Key is a road owned and main-
tained by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 
However, FDOT refers to its state road inventory using a 
numbering system, not a naming system.  For this reason, I 
suspect (but have not found documentation) that the nam-
ing of state roads occurs at some other local level; and that 
Longboat’s Gulf of Mexico Drive was given that name by the 
Town, or Manatee County, or by the State.  As you know, the 
same State Road 789 heading north is named “Gulf Drive” on 
Anna Maria Island. 

Because of this uncertainty surrounding the origination of 
the road’s name, we are recommending that Town Staff: (1) 
reach out to the FDOT contacts for their perspective and see 
if they have issued any position on this question,  and (2) con-
duct research into when (and which entity) named  State Road 
789 “Gulf of Mexico Drive”.  I hope that with this additional 
information,  our office will be able to provide a more defini-
tive answer on the question. 

Our firm will continue to see if there is any other guidance 
on this topic. Please give me a call if you would like to discuss 
further. 

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney, Town of Longboat Key

Road change
To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney
Is there any explicit or implicit requirement that the name 

of Gulf of Mexico Drive be changed?  It seems this issue will 
come up in the Fall.  

Ken Schneier
Mayor, Town of Longboat Key
 

Road change
To: George Reenstra 
G-we are in full accord and supportive of the change of 

name of the Gulf…Craig/Kip
Craig Hall
Longboat Key

Road change
To: Longboat Key Commission
I wanted to resend this email as I have not had a response. 

Please advise   the next steps…should I attend meeting and 
raise this question, is it under consideration, what is the 
Town’s position?

George Reenstra
Longboat Key
 

Road change
To: Longboat Key Commission 
The Florida  legislature  has recently passed  for implemen-

tation by the FDOT house Bill 575.
This bill, signed by the governor requires agencies to make 

changes from Gulf of Mexico to Gulf of America. I live on 
Longboat Club Road, I drive of Gulf of Mexico road daily.

I support the name change, can you please advise the 
timetable for compliance.  I am not sure if the current name 
extents beyond the bridges at the north and south end of 
Longboat Key.

How do we proceed?  I understand your privacy policy, I 
have BCC a number of residents that support this change. 

George Reenstra
Longboat Key

My sympathies
To: Longboat Key Commission
I have read the correspondence in this mornings mail and 

m this morning’s mail regarding requiring actions to satisfy 
to  autocrats:  renaming a body of water and responding to 
bureaucratic DOGE demands for a large amount of informa-
tion in a short time.  My thought is “Thank God I am not 
there to deal with such nonsense.”  

I also am reasonably confident that some of those who 
have been eager to earn their stripes in supporting a renam-
ing would be among those complaining about wasteful Town 
spending at other times.  As would The Longboat Observer.  
Address changes are costly for jurisdictions in signage, map-
ping, correspondence and a host of other things.  Private 
properties will also have some expense in address changes and 
for condominiums, certain signage.

To what end?  The body of water does not care.  It exists 
regardless of human impositions, such as what someone 
decides they want to call it.  And sometimes that body of 
water pays visits to those humans to make its point.

The Florida DOGE request speaks for itself in carrying 
on the proud and effective tradition of its Federal forebear. 
Toadying personified.

Good luck to all of you as I know these impose added effort 
that your position requires that you and staff grin and bear 
it. I do not have to grin and can be outraged. Free state of 
Florida my gavel!

Terry Gans
Former Mayor
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We always hear about developing our forehand as a weapon 
or our first serve, etc.  Can you give us something more philo-
sophical, strategic, or abstract?

The concept of time is probably one of the most underuti-
lized strategies and concepts in tennis. 
Time can be your biggest weapon on 
the tennis court.  When playing a 
match, it is often a good idea to keep 
the tempo and momentum going when 
you are winning.  Whether you are 
serving or receiving when you are on a 
streak try to keep the play as continu-
ous as possible.  Don’t take big breaks 
between points or between games if 
you don’t need it.  Try to capitalize on 
your upward stride.  

On the flip side, if you are losing take your time between 
points and try to slow down your opponent’s rhythm (within 
legal parameters).  Fix your strings, wipe your hands with 
your towel, take a couple extra breaths.  The biggest mistake 
players often make when they are losing is they rush. They 
double fault and then serve again without taking a chance to 
calm down.  When you miss don’t dwell or beat yourself up, 
but don’t rush right back into the fire.  Tennis ebbs and flows 
and you need to know when to put your foot on the gas pedal 
and when to put your foot on the brake.  

One of my favorite games to practice the mental aspect of 
this concept is tug of war.  The score starts at 5.  When one 
opponent wins the score goes up and if the other opponent 
wins the score goes down.  The first player to get to 10 or 0 
wins.  This drill can work on the mental toughness needed to 
finish a match and learn to endure the rollercoaster of emo-
tions tennis can provide at times.

The other concept of time that is a huge weapon is while 
the point is being played.  All players have one goal:  give 
yourself more time and give your opponent less.  Now how 
do you do that?

Step 1) Never let a ball bounce that you could take out of 
the air!  This is especially critical at the net.  If you are at the 
service line you must not let the ball bounce ever.  Your next 
goal is to never let the ball drop below the net, which makes 
your volley more aggressive and higher percentage.  Take your 
overheads out of the air, and from the baseline anytime your 
opponent hits a loopy ball take it out of the air as a swinging 
volley.

Step 2) Work on taking the ball on the rise.  When you 
have the chance to attack (but the ball cannot be taken out of 
the air), move forward and take the ball while it is traveling 
upward not down.  

Step 3) On rally shots take the ball at the peak or on the rise 
not on the drop.  The longer you wait to hit the ball the more 
time your opponent has to get ready.  Your strike zone can be 
at your waist, your chest, even your head height if needed.  
Strike zones at our kneecaps and shoelaces should be avoided 
unless it is an emergency and we are barely getting to the ball.  
Besides giving your opponent way too much time, strike zones 
below the waist are low percentage because as the ball drops it 
drops fast, and this can result in a lot of net errors.

Step 4) Last but not least, try to position yourself on the 
court in a favorable spot so you are not in a defensive posi-
tion. For example, if your opponent lobs you and you shuffle 
backwards to return the shot you are now 10-15 feet behind 
the baseline, and have given them a ton of time.  If you stay 
at the baseline and take the ball on the rise, or move inside the 
baseline and take the ball out of the air you have accomplished 
two things:  one your positioning is not defensive it is neutral 

BOHANNON

BreakPoints
Time needs to be on your side in tennis

Long-time tennis pro and America’s Top Coach 
Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.  

Please email question you have on strategy, tech-
nique, mental game, fitness, equipment, etc., to: 

news@lbknews.com

Serve Jackie your best question!

We always hear about developing our forehand as a weapon 
or our first serve, etc.  Can you give us something more 
philosophical, strategic, or abstract?
JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
news@lbknews.com

or even offensive, and secondly you took time away from your 
opponent.

I hope these tips help you next time you are playing! Try 
to find opportunities to steal time away from your opponent.  
Every advantage in tennis no matter how minimal can result 
in big rewards. Good Luck!

KeyCrossword
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

JOIN US 
at Whitney Beach Plaza 
for Summer Night Out 

Mingle, Shop, Sip & Savor!
Thursday June 19 , 4 - 6 p.m.  

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español

Professional Home Watch & Concierge Service

CERTIFIED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED  •  TRUSTED

• Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks

• Time & Date Stamped Reporti ng & Photos

• Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

• Home Maintenance Coordinati on

Cindy Jessup, Owner

941.915.1248
www.whcsarasota.com

SCAN ME

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC
Creating beautiful, functional 

residential and commercial spaces.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500 

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com 
Greenwichinteriors.com

• New construction 
• Remodeling  
• Project management 

We bring your vision to life.

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

ROSA TORRES, OWNER

941-536-6372
epichomecareprovider@gmail.com

•Personal Care

•Respite Care

•Alzheimer’s Care

•Light Cleaning

•Med Administration

•Meal Preparation

•Errands & More

 

SERVICES

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!
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941-320-1120 •  beachlimosfl.com

Experience first-class luxury transportation     AIRPORT, MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS, NIGHTS OUT, SPECIAL EVENTS AND MORE!
                             RELIABLE  •  SAFE  •  LICENSED • INSURED

I’m Chris Pinto, and together with my wife, Tiana, we’ve been happily 
serving Long Island, New York, for the past 20 years. We recently moved to 
Sarasota with our four adorable puppies, and we’re beyond excited to bring 
our passion for service to your community!

Pd by CSTF

Ads that work... 941.387.2200

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

As we have argued recently, the web has opened up opportunities for talented chefs to pres-
ent menus through their web sites and reach diners directly. 
On-line food vendors vary from meals prepared in shared 
kitchens and delivered on order to homes and offices to 
mobile dining locations that follow crowds, such as food 
trucks or pop-up kitchens.

A different distribution model seems to work better for 
local specialty foods. For instance, empanadas, tasty fillings 
sealed in pastry by folding a circular pie crust over the fill-
ing, crimping together the outer edges, and baking or frying 
the half-moon shape. Unlike apple turnovers and fruit pies, 
an empanada serves as a hand-held heated entrée in a light 
meal, or a self-contained sandwich to go. At farmer’s markets, 
booths at fairs and outdoor events, and food courts in malls, 
customers stand in line to buy fresh baked empanadas to eat 
on the spot, take away to reheat or serve cold, or both.

Two entrepreneurial chefs have staked out farmer’s markets 
in the Sarasota area. Empanada Girl has venues at the Sarasota Downtown Farmer’s Market, 
the Phillippi Farmhouse Market to the South, and the suburban Lakewood Ranch Farmer’s 
Market 

To the east. Ana’s Empanada Factory shares a Kitchen at Tamiami Caterer’s in the Rosemary 
District just north of downtown Sarasota but sells her product at markets well south of 
Sarasota: Venice, Wellen Park, and Punta Gorda. Different distribution points open on dif-
ferent days. Loyal customers of specialty food vendors don’t usually buy an item daily as they 
would coffee or croissants; more likely they will buy the specialty item weekly. These producers 
of empanadas bring them to customers on a regular schedule. 

Fillings of empanadas vary as much as toppings of pizzas. We had a chance to visit Ana 
Martinez at her factory and taste several varieties of empanadas shortly after they came out 
of the oven. The pastry wrap has a rich, golden color and toasted butter texture and aroma. 
The vegetarian options included mixed vegetables and a (not vegan) spinach and feta cheese 
variation on Greek Spanakopita. The mushroom, onion, and cheese selection has deep, earthy 
tastes, and the spicy beef elevates the senses with savory flavors enhanced with the heat of red 
pepper flakes, cumin, and roasted paprika. Those of us who love empanadas will find many of 
the variations a delight. Those less familiar with empanadas will enjoy exploring a new vista of tastes and aromas.

We asked Ana about a wine that would pair well with empanadas. She quickly responded, 
“A Chilean Carignan”. We expected that Ana, a Chilean native, would recommend a Chilean 
Red, but we didn’t expect for her to name the old French variety Carignan. Where could we 
find that?

The answer presented itself a night or two later. While having a light supper at the Offshore 
Tapas and Wine Bar in the Sarasota Voco Hotel, the menu had not one but two red wines from 
Chile on the wine list. The 2021 Las Veletas Grenache, Carignan, and Mourvèdre Red Blend 
from the Maule Valley has scored a lofty 92 point rating by Alistair Cooper in the Catad’Or 
Latin America Wine Guide. The blend of the lighter Grenache red and the more rustic 
Carignan and intense Mourvèdre produces a specialty wine that favors simple, savory foods.

All of us have to appreciate the specialty food and wine producers. They bring us pleasures 
in dining by practicing their arts in the face of relentless efforts to limit food and drink to 
processed meat, spongy bread, and cola.

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

Specialty Foods and Wines
We had a chance to visit Ana Martinez at her factory and taste several varieties of empanadas 
shortly after they came out of the oven.
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This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.    

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

  BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311          

#2 COLDWELL BANKER DUO TEAM IN THE NATION
No Realtor has listed or sold more Longboat Key Properties

HARBOR OAKS  •  $799,000
2155 HARBOURSIDE DR., #804

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2BA  •  2,105 SF  •  Furnished  •  Renovated

MARINA BAY  •  $1,999,000
2550 HARBOURSIDE DR., #322

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA  •  2,830 SF  •  Updated

COREY’S LANDING  •  $1,149,000
3467 BYRON LANE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2.5BA  •  2,227 SF  •  2 Car Garage

GRAND BAY  •  $1,845,000
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD. #482

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,250 SF  •  Furnished

EMERALD POINTE NORTH  •  $1,849,000
2065 HARBOUR LINKS DRIVE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,865 SF  •  Updated

MARINA BAY  •  $2,695,000
2410 HARBOURSIDE DR., #121

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR + FAMILY ROOM/3.5BA  •  3,825 SF 

FAIRWAY BAY  •  $995,000
1900 HARBOURSIDE DR., #102

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2.5BA  •  1,590 SF  •  Updated  •  Boat Dock

EN PROVENCE  •  $4,995,000
2161 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  3,800 SF  •  Gulf Front Terrace

BEACHPLACE  •  $939,000
1095 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #503

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
 2BR/2BA  •  1,503 SF   •  Gulf Front Community

EMBASSY VILLAS  •  $649,000
800 S. BLVD. OF THE PRESIDENTS #19

SARASOTA, FL
 2BR/2BA  •  1,090 SF  •  Frequent Rental Opportunity

Completely Remodeled

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $949,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #36N

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
 2BR/2BA  •  1,235 SF  •  Gulf Front

GRAND BAY III  •  $1,295,000
3030 GRAND BAY BLVD., #312

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,145 SF  •  Updated • Bay & Gulf Views

JUST LISTED
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