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Sea level rise and the impact of 
flooding on the City of Sarasota is 
the topic of a risk assessment pre-
sented last week in City Hall.

The City of Sarasota was award-

The key to protecting sharks

New study finds reef shark conservation depends on 
protected areas and national fisheries management

Marine protected areas (MPAs), areas that provide legal protection to important marine and coastal ecosystems, 
often have more reef sharks compared to non-protected areas, but according to a new study in Nature Ecology 
and Evolution by researchers of Curtin University, Mote Marine Laboratory, and others, finds that when MPAs are 
established in nations that also limit shark fishing through catch limits or gear restrictions, conservation benefits 
are doubled.

Downtown Sarasota, Lido and Siesta Key the most 
vulnerable to flooding, sea level rise says study.

ed grant funding for a vulnera-
bility assessment. The money was 
given to the city from the Florida 
Department of Environmental 
Protections Resilient Florida Grant Kyle Battie, the cousin of 

Brian Battie and a Sarasota City 
Commissioner, calls the shooting 
that left the Auburn running back 
in critical condition and killed 
Tommie Battie IV, Brian Battie’s 
older brother, a “senseless act of 
gun violence.”

Auburn head football coach 
Hugh Freeze took to social media 
on Monday morning, asking for 
prayers after Brian Battie suffered a 

Sarasota 
Commissioner 
says shooting 
left family 
in shock

Program.
A vulnerability assessment of 

Sarasota was conducted and pre-
sented to the city on Monday.

Former Baltimore City State’s 
Attorney Marilyn Mosby was sen-
tenced to 12 months of home 
detention, three years of supervised 
release, and 100 hours of commu-
nity following perjury and mort-
gage fraud charges. A federal judge 
also ordered Mosby to forfeit her 

See Shooting, page 2

Myakka River State Park is one of the state’s oldest 
and largest parks at 37,000 acres. It has enough to do 
all day as the park features a tram ride, an airboat ride, 
a birdwalk, a weir and some picnic tables near Upper 
Myakka Lake where, on a cloudy March day, my wife, 
two friends and I watched a multitude of avian life.

As we board the tram ride, an osprey holding a fish 
in its claws flies over some tall trees. Perched in one of 
them is a great egret. The tall, stately white bird stands 
motionless. Along the tram trail we see an osprey in a 
tree with a fish draped across a branch. Is this the same 
one we saw earlier?

Adjacent to the parking lot is a grassy area where 
there are some picnic benches that overlook the lake 
where airboats go out. There are at least 120 white 
pelicans, winter visitors to Florida, in the water in a few 
tightly packed groupings. As we are about to eat lunch 
one of those massed groups starts to come by, moving 
with synchronized precision.

A group of white pelicans parades by at Myakka River State Park.

A female boat-tailed grackle in the water at Myakka River State Park

A Day at Myakka River State Park

MICHAEL GIVANT
Contributing Writer
givant@lbknews.com

A white ibis probes the 
water with its long, 
downcurved, buoy-colored 
bill making concentric 
circles in the water. It’s a 
sedate way to end our full 
day at the Myakka River.

Judge says
Mosby must
sell Longboat 
Property
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Flooding Key, from page 1

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200

The team looked at locations at risk of sea level rise and high flooding. They prioritized each 
area based on critical assets. Those critical assets include community and emergency facilities, 
transportation, and evacuation centers, to name a few.

More than 160 assets are at risk in the following five focus areas highlighted by the team.
Downtown Sarasota, Lido Key and St. Armands, the North Trail, including Edwards Drive 

South to Centennial Park and everything west of Tamiami Trail, the South Trail, including 
Hudson Bayou to Bay Road West of Osprey Avenue, and North Siesta Key.

The city’s sustainability coordinator Jeff Vredenburg said the City is in the final phase of 
planning and the next step will be to apply for funding from the state to address the vulner-
able assets.

condo in Longboat Key during a forfeiture
The ruling follows Mosby’s conviction by two separate juries on charges of perjury and 

mortgage fraud charges after trials involving her personal finances for lying to a mortgage 
lender during the purchase of one of her Florida vacation homes. Mosby was accompanied by 
two teenage daughters dressed in white like their mother as the crowd chanted her name. Her 
ex-husband Nick Mosby, President of the Baltimore City Council, arrived later.

During the hearing, U.S. District Court Judge Lydia K. Griggsby argued that Mosby would 
not have been able to purchase the vacation home until she obtained fraudulent funds to 
procure the mortgage 

Siding with the prosecutors, Griggsby ordered Mosby to turn over 90 percent of the appreci-
ated value of the vacation home once the property is sold. She will get the down payment of 
$47,600 back and 10% of the appreciated value of the home if the property is sold with profit.

Mosby has denied wrongdoing.
Leading up to sentencing, Mosby launched a public campaign seeking a presidential pardon 

from President Joe Biden, claiming she was unjustly convicted in her two trials. Her efforts 
garnered the support of the Randallstown branch of the NAACP Randallstown and from Rev. 
Bernice King, the youngest daughter of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King.

“set back” the night prior and remained on a ventilator.
According to a Sarasota County Sheriff ’s Office press release, deputies responded to the 

Tallywood Centre Plaza, located in the 3400 block of 17th Street in Sarasota, at approximately 
3:30 a.m., where they found a large crowd with multiple shooting victims in the parking lot.

Sarasota Director of Community Affairs Evan Keats told AL.com on Tuesday that there had 
been no further update from the sheriff ’s office outside of its initial press release, which called 
the shooting an “isolated incident” but did not name a suspect or a motive.

On Sunday, a GoFundMe campaign was launched in effort to support the Battie family.

Shooting, from page 1

Mosby, from page 1
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6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Please help us with our canal 
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
What happened to the code enforcement mentioned last week? We need your immediate 

help with this, it is a true nuisance and blatant disregard to the commitments made to the 
Mayor and the City Commissioners in a public forum. This issue is not going to go away and 
neither are we, the tax paying citizens of Longboat Key and Country Club Shores until this is 
resolved. In fact, the amount of property owners that are disgusted with this issue is growing 
tremendously and by the day. The City attorney is hanging her hat on something (SB250) 
that has absolutely nothing to do with this problem and seemingly for other reasons. The City 
Officials need to step up and override this excuse she is using. She is also dodging my requests 
to set up a phone call and sending e-mails full of useless information that we already know 
about. She can’t even point to the specific wording that she thinks would relate to and impact 
this ordinance. Either the Mayor misunderstood, or she mislead someone because I was told 
that the ordinance was already written and ready to go, now she is saying that she can’t produce 
it because it could not be written because of this state bill, however the bill came out long after 
the commission voted to make this the law! Changes need to be made! We need to get past 
this and do the right thing before it does cost the city a legal battle, money, and more aggrava-
tion, why would you let it come to this? Although I have had attorneys read this and spoken 
to state officials about this, it does not take a law degree to read and understand this bill and 
also see that by enacting and enforcing this ordinance, an ordinance that is already in use by 
an overwhelming majority of cities and counties that are also part of the bill, it would have 
nothing to do with impeding anyone from accessing their property or carrying out activities or 
recovering from events caused by storm damage.

This needs to come to a head, do we need a forum to have an open dialogue about this 
without the constraints of a timed statement? This is truly a no brainer and to be held up by 
someone’s misuse/misinterpretation of a state bill is ridiculous. We need to pull the bandage 
off and do the hard job of getting this done and behind us. If this is not dealt with and ended 
immediately this could start to happen on every canal, cove, and waterway on the island and 
then the beginning of the end is what we are faced with. I can’t imagine any of you want that, 
but its reality.

Thank you for the time on this issue and the efforts that you spend to keep Longboat Key 
the special place that it is. I am available at any time to help in any way possible.

Mike Percopo
COO/Founder, Orlando

 Please help us with our canal 
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
We just returned home from being out of town and were so disappointed to see that “viola-

tors boat” is moored in the middle of our canal (Sloop/Ketch) and he is boarding it as we speak 
, working on it , dumping water out of it! Are we now being viewed as a public mooring canal 
space for any friend or acquaintance to park their boats in the middle of the 30 percent rule 
of the neutral navigational canals , we as homeowners pay taxes to enjoy this amazing privilege 
and we need our public officials to please step up and not allow this continued abuse and dis-
respect to be allowed, it has been way over a week now and this boat owner is bragging about 
his new free boating space at the Longboat Key Club. This is outrageous and we need a swift 
solution or CCS I & II will have to seek legal representation  as an association to protect our 
homeownership rights living on our canals with peace and security as this has been encouraged 
to me as the President of CCS I & II  from several neighbors.

Kathy Callahan 
Longboat Key
 

Please help us with our canal
To: Mike Percopo
You all do know that the State of FL has forbidden any new ordinances for two years in areas 

within 100 miles of communities impacted by Hurricane Ian?  I thought Kathy was at the 
meeting where this was discussed. It is not rocket science but Tallahassee has the power, not us. 

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
BJ, Have you read the ordinance? It has Zero to do with this subject. Your statements are 

factually incorrect, and I encourage you to read SB250 and its amendments and if you con-
clude that it in anyway pertains to passing a law about not parking a boat or vehicle in or on 
property that does not belong to you, I would be intent on understanding the logic of you or 
anyone who makes this interpretation. This bill pertains to permits and construction related to 
work needed, or in progress, prior to or because of the storm as well as temporary structures, 
debris removal etc. all storm related. The bill is intended to not burden anyone who is strug-

See Letters, page 6

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
35% off 

Banded Shades
Take Advantage 

of 12 Month 
Interest Free 
Financing.

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 

Harry’s Restaurant
Specials

 

Lunch Prix Fixe for Two  $45
Dinner 4 Course Prix Fixe $45
Harry’s Island Nights Specials!

$10 Cocktails 
$12 Tapas

$29 Entrees
 Steak & Frites: Tues. & Thurs. Nights $36.99

Wine Down Wednesdays: 20% off Bottles 

$10 Cocktails 

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store

Harry’s Deli Specials
 

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert!
Buy Two Soups, Get One Free!

20% OFF Wine Wednesday & Thursday

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees
Sandwiches & Salads | Homemade Soups

Party Specialties 

to years!
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall 
located in Sleepy Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou 
and the ICW.   Watch the video of the first phase of demolition.  Removing the 1970s home to make way for the buyer’s 
dream home.  Call Walter Group Real Estate for help connecting with developer/architect/builders to make your dreams 
come true. 

$4,495,000

775 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #308 | LONGBOAT KEY
Three bedroom, three bath Gulf front, coastal oasis that is rarely 
offered. Savor expansive beach views and breathtaking sunsets 
from the glass sliders, windows and spacious terrace. This second-
floor end unit unfolds across 2,122 sq ft of well-planned space. En-
joy a life of ease at Beaches on Longboat Key!

6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private beach access 
features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s walk.  The main 
level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room, dining area and wet 
bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths.  The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an expansive balcony with a gas grill 
overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.

$4,795,000

Walter Group, Longboat locals and 
connected to the real estate market for over 

20 years.  Call us for more information on 
off-market and pre-market homes and 

condos that cannot be advertised.

370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY 
Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 
4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE .  The spacious condominium 
features soaring ceilings, great room with gas fireplace, and private 
gated courtyard. All bedrooms are ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the 
primary suite and great room open to a terrace. An additional west-
facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views. 

$1,950,000

525 NORTON STREET | LONGBOAT KEY
Magnificent Key West-inspired waterfront home with expansive 
canal views. This exquisite 4-bedroom, 3 ½-bath residence boasts 
luxurious features, including roofed decks on all levels. The 
screened patio area features a heated pool and waterfall spa. 
Enjoy adventurous excursions from your boat dock offering easy 
and open access to the Gulf and the Bay.

$2,995,000

2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #547 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in captivating bay vistas in this well-maintained 2,039 sq. 

ft. condominium in The Atrium, situated in Fairway Bay in the 
gated community of Bay Isles. This 3-bedroom, 2-bath residence 

features many updates, and floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors 
to the southeast-facing terrace, showcasing gorgeous views of 

Sarasota Bay and the city skyline.

$2,195,000

$1,049,850

5930 EMERALD HARBOR DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Exquisitely remodeled 3BR/3.5BA  pool home situated on a .27 
acre waterfront lot. The property sits on one of the key’s widest 
canals and boasts a new 72-foot seawall and dock with boat lift.  
Enjoy community beach access only two blocks away.

$2,195,000

2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #212 | LONGBOAT KEY
Villa Di Lancia, one of Longboat Key’s premier communities. This 
corner residence boasts 3 bathrooms, and epitomizes  tropical 
Gulf-front living. The covered terrace, connected to the living room 
provides a spacious year-round haven to immerse yourself in the 
stunning surroundings. A spiral staircase offers easy access to resort 
amenities and the beach just outside. Includes 2 parking spaces.

$2,155,000

THE BEST WATERFRONT BUILDABLE LOT ON LONGBOAT KEY

JUST GOT BETTER!

NOW SOLDNOW PENDING

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE
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Letters, from page 4

See Letters, page 7

Editor Letters
gling to continue a project or recover from the storm or that was impacted by the storm. This 
bill has not “forbidden” the city of Longboat Key from passing the “boat ordinance” and in 
fact this is just the city attorney’s interpretation and a judgment call. There is no one that lives 
on a canal in all of Longboat Key that was impacted by the storm that would be burdened by 
this ordinance and if there was a special reason or need to be parked in the center of a canal 
on a temporary basis for say, construction reasons or any other logical reason this bill would 
not impact them. 

Once we are out of session and I also have a little extra time this will be discussed on the 
state level with our house and senate representatives. I have had discussions with the Mayor, 
and I will be following up on this.

Mike Percopo
Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal 
To: Kathy Callahan 
The city officials have agreed to pass the ordinance. The city attorney needs to get off Center 

and write the ordinance! This is not rocket science. We need to not make it more of a process 
than it is, and get caught up in the minutia of bureaucracy. This is not something Out of the 
ordinary this is common practice for any canal in the state of Florida and any canal commu-
nity!  I am going to make it a priority to support any city official that is no nonsense and makes 
this happen and anybody who’s obstructing it needs to be called out. 

Mike Percopo
Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Mike Percopo
Typical as the code enforcement officer was here taking pictures they pulled out as they 

should. Their ears were burning as they say! 
But this is not the end of it as you know, so we do need to get an ordinance, a special section 

ordinance to make this compliance stick for every homeowner that lives on water. They deserve 
that right of enjoying their home, their canal their docks, that they all spent a lot of money, and 
did it the right way with permits And being a good citizen of the community. 

Thank you for your help and attention to this
Kathy Callahan
Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Kathy Callahan
Kathy, if they’re being loud and being disorderly, call the police, in any event, I will bring it 

up with the town manager in the morning. Thanks for the update.  
Gary Coffin 
Commissioner 
Town of Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Thank you for your attention and help with this Gary!  Let me know if there is anything I 

can do for you. 
Mike Percopo
Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Longboat Key Commission
The same couple are now living on the boat in the middle of the canal, tied up to the hom-

eowner of the property - Antos. They’ve been there since last weekend supposedly temporary 
since they sold their slip at the moorings. We really need to find a way to have this ordinance 
codified because as  long as Antos lives there, we will constantly have this type of abuse and 
complete disrespect of the community, the neighbors, and actually what the commissioners 
and the mayor requested the homeowner to not continue with allowing people (that don’t 
own property here or rent property) to park a big vessel in the middle of our canals he thinks 
he has a private marina for rent! we really need some help with this matter it’s not going away! 

Kathy Callahan  
Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
The same couple are now living on the boat in the middle. With the boat turning into a 

residence, does this violate the code in a single-family residence area?
Lynn Larson
Longboat Key

THIS IS THE LIFE!

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis
Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

FIND OUT MORE
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SCAN 
FOR MORE

WATERFRONT HIDEAWAY WITH BOAT DOCK, LONGBOAT KEY | $2,250,000

SCAN 
FOR MORE

LONGBEACH OASIS, LONGBOAT KEY  | $1,299,000

SOLD

MAGNIFICENT BAYFRONT SANCTUARY, SIESTA KEY | $9,330,000

SOLD

COASTAL SOPHISTICATION, LONGBOAT KEY | $2,575,000

SCAN 
FOR MORE

COASTAL COTTAGE OASIS, LONGBOAT KEY | $1,650,000

See Letters, page  8

EditorLetters
Letters, from page 6
Mangroves

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning director Allen Parsons
As we continue to discuss mangrove protection, I have been asked whether the rules that 

ultimately permitted a stretch of mangroves to be removed in the City of Anna Maria recently 
in order to allow a lengthy residential sea wall to be built were part of a City ordinance, a 
County regulation, State law or some combination of these?   Thanks much.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Our friend Mark has the big boat in the middle of the Canal again. The same boat that was 

supposed to have been there for its last night before being sold by his friend, so I guess we 
(more so you) have been lied to once again Mr. Mayor!

Since our last conversation I have made progress with state government officials, both in 
contact with the senator that sponsored SB 250 Jonathan Martin and Fiona McFarland, our 
state representative who I have worked with on previous projects. There is nothing in this bill 
that would prohibit the city from passing this ordinance, so I respectfully request from you 
the following. Last we spoke, you said the ordinance had been drafted and was ready to be put 
into law. Can you please reply with an attachment of that ordinance/document so that I could 
have it reviewed by the people mentioned here? Secondly, can you have the city attorney tell 
us exactly what wording/ part of SB 250 she thinks would prohibit the city from putting this 
ordinance into law. I will respond with the direct responses from these elected officials once I 
have this information. I may be able to arrange an in-person meeting if necessary.

Thank you for your immediate attention and help with this, I look forward to your timely 
response.   

Mike Percopo
Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Mike Percopo 
Sorry to hear the big boat is back.  I think we have determined at least that it’s not permitted 

for non-residents to be occupying a boat adjacent to a residential property, so I will ask staff 
to pursue that.

As for the ordinance, we have been assured repeatedly by highly qualified town counsel that 
we cannot pass this until October, 2026, but I am copying her on this note as well so that she 
can respond if appropriate.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Mike Percopo
As I mentioned in my email and message, I am happy to talk to you. I have not been avail-

able to even respond to emails for the past 2 days due to public meetings. I am available to talk 
on Thursday, May 23 from 8:15 a.m. – 10 a.m., or from 12 - 2:30 p.m. Please let me know you 
are available during either of those windows and the best number to contact you. Thank you.

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney
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PILOT OWNED • PASSENGER FOCUSED • BEYOND FIRST CLASS™ • 100% CARBON NEUTRAL
EMPTY LEG FLIGHTS  •  JETS AND TURBO PROPS  • HELICOPTERS

BOOK YOUR TRIP

Toll free: 855-ORIONSC •  support@orionskycharters.com  •  orionskycharters.com

Go where you want when you want. We offer a seamless travel 
experience that is tailored to each of our client’s needs.  Choose 
your most convenient departure and arrival airport so you can 
spend more time at your destination and less time getting there!

Luxury Destinations • Corporate Gatherings • Retreats • Sporting Events • Concerts
Ski Trips • Reunions • Weddings • Last Minute Getaways

This is my 2nd response to your e-mail. You tried calling me late in the afternoon on Friday 
and I was in a prior commitment. It’s hard to catch people when you try them that late on a 
Friday. I would appreciate you returning my request to set up a phone call so we can get some 
more clarification on this, and hopefully a quick resolution. Please let me know what time 
either Wednesday May 22 or Thursday would work for you for a quick phone call. Thank you 
in advance for your response.  

Mike Percopo
Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Mike Percopo
I just left you a voicemail because I have been requested to reach out to you to discuss your 

concerns. When you brought the canal navigation issues to the Town Commission’s attention 
in summer 2022, the Town Commission asked my office to research the issue of vessel regula-
tions within the Town’s canals.  In response to that direction, my office produced the attached 
Memorandum dated September 19, 2022.  In that September 2022 Memorandum, there were 
multiple options discussed relating to canal navigation.

One recommendation to address vessel size in canals was for the Town to consider a potential 
amendment to Section 158.099 of the Town’s Land Development Code to add “vessels” to the 
existing list of regulated projections into the waterways and canals.  Included in that Memo was 
an example of what the text amendment could look like if such an ordinance was advanced. 

While the September 2022 Memo includes proposed text changes to Section 158.099 of 
the Town’s Land Development Code text, that language was ultimately not presented in an 
Ordinance form to the Town Commission for its consideration.  The reason an Ordinance was 
not presented has to do with the timing of the Legislature’s passage of SB 250 (2023).  A sec-
ond Memo dated September 28, 2023 discussing the pre-emption issue caused by the passage 
of SB 250 and its applicability to potential amendments to Section 158.099 (which is within 
the Town’s Land Development Code) is attached.  For the above reasons, a draft Ordinance 
responsive to your records request below does not exist.

While I understand you are advocating for code changes, there are other means of enforce-
ment available to address canal navigation  hazards. The September 2022 Memorandum, 
includes a section titled “Other Means of Enforcement” and includes a discussion about the 
enforcement option available under Fla. Stat. 327.44.  This Florida law allows the Town’s Police 
Department to pursue an action against anchored vessels that unreasonably or unnecessarily 
constitute a navigational hazard or interferes with another vessel. Accordingly, if a moored ves-
sel is creating a navigational hazard on a particular canal that obstructs another vessel’s ingress/
egress, the obstructed vessel owner may contact the Town’s Police Department so a Town Police 

Officer can respond to the situation and enforce the statute.  This statute may provide some 
assistance to you addressing conditions associated with the large vessel moored within the canal 
abutting Sloop Lane.  

I hope the attached Memorandums are of assistance to you.  Please let me know if you would 
like to discuss this email or the attached Memorandums further.

I have removed the Commissioners from this email string to avoid any Sunshine law issues.
Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key

Please help us with our canal
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Ken, thank you for your response. Please send a copy of the ordinance that has been drafted 

as you told me it was. Also, no one is doubting the competence of the individuals involved. 
We as citizens are asking for the logic and the specific wording that they feel is inhibiting 
them because as I stated above the author of the Bill and our state representative does not feel 
that this is applicable to anything in the Bill! What I am asking for is by rights, information 
that should be available to every citizen and taxpayer on longboat key. We have a continuing 
nuisance and it needs to be dealt with, this is going on long enough! Thank you again. I will 
await your response with the draft of the ordinance and the specific information that we are 
requesting.  

Mike Percopo
Longboat Key

SRQ Flight Path Change
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
It’s obviously very concerning that management at SRQ did not share this information in 

a timely manner or include us in the conversation.  What’s more concerning is that airline 
passenger traffic has tripled in the period from 2017 to 2022 (latest data available from the 
SRQ website).  While this doesn’t necessarily translate to triple the number of departing flights 
from SRQ, it does amount to a significant increase in outbound flights that fly directly over 
some portion of Longboat Key - and these increased flights translate to increased noise and 
air pollution.  Can we request that SRQ management conduct an air quality study under the 
outbound flight path?  

Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Letters, from page 7

See Letters, page 11

Editor Letters
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           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

1955 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#G6-102
2295 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#25S
745 BAYPORT WAY Unit#745
817 EVERGREEN WAY
490 N SHORE RD Unit#8
5055 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#332
3651 BAYOU CIR
2211 HARBOURSIDE DR 305 BLDG 3 Unit#305
610 BROADWAY ST
1445 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#204
7057 LONGBOAT DR N
1145 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#505
525 NORTON ST

1,257
1,235
1,623
1,440
1,350
1,633
3,202
2,219
1,270
1,859
1,999
1,819
3,601

$499,900 
$650,000 
$819,000 
$725,000 
$849,000 
$900,000 
$1,200,000 
$1,050,000 
$1,322,000 
$1,300,000 
$1,449,900 
$2,300,000 
$2,950,000 

0
249
16
0
99
47
5
3
49
156
201
356
75

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

0
0
0
1
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
0
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
3
2
1
2
2
2
3

2
2
2
2
2
2
4
3
2
2
3
3
4

$499,000 
$600,000 
$715,000 
$725,000 
$813,000 
$885,000 
$1,000,000 
$1,036,100 
$1,200,000 
$1,200,000 
$1,250,000 
$1,900,000 
$2,500,000 

KeyRealEstate

JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES
585 GUNWALE LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

$6,490,000
Indulge in the ultimate waterfront lifestyle with this extraordinary 
end-lot property. Beyond just a residence, it promises an unparalleled 
experience. Imagine waking up to awe-inspiring panoramic vistas 
of the Bay, city skyline, and the iconic Ringling Bridge, all greeting 
you from every window! With an impressive 243 feet of waterfront, 
including 118 feet directly on the open Bay and an additional 125 feet 
along the canal, this home offers unparalleled access to waterfront 
living. Strategically positioned on the canal side, the boat mooring, 
lift, and dock ensure the safety of your watercraft while preserving 
the unobstructed bay views that define this  

BIRD KEY 
328 BOB WHITE WAY  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$2,195,000
Welcome to this impeccably renovated home, fully prepared for 
you to move right in. With fresh paint, designer wall treatments, 
and breathtaking new lighting, every detail has been carefully 
curated to perfection. Inside, the open floor plan allows natural 
light to pour into the spacious rooms, creating an inviting 
ambiance throughout. The heart of the home lies in the dreamy 
white kitchen, boasting quartz countertops, new appliances, and 
an exquisitely designed island that seamlessly connects to the 
tile-accented family room. Step outside to discover your own 
private oasis—the resort-worthy pool area awaits, promising 
endless relaxation and blissful moments.

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

SARASOTA HARBOR
765 JOHN RINGLING BLVD. #5  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$599,000
Experience breathtaking waterfront vistas from this exquisitely 
remodeled, light-filled condominium.  Situated on the ground 
floor, this 2-bedroom, 1-bathroom residence offers a welcoming 
atmosphere from the moment you arrive. Upon entry, you’ll be 
greeted by a well-appointed kitchen and living space bathed 
in natural light, seamlessly connected to a dining area and a 
spacious living room boasting stunning Bay views. Meticulously 
renovated, this unit features brand-new tile flooring throughout, 
updated kitchen cabinetry and appliances, and a contemporary 
bathroom vanity. Located in the vibrant 55+ maintenance-free 
Sarasota Harbor community, residents can enjoy sweeping 
panoramas of Sarasota Bay.

525 NORTON ST
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

May 16
Early construction

6:46 a.m.
Officer Tillman responded to a report of a suspicious person 

at Marbury Lane. Upon arrival, Officer Tillman spoke with 
the construction workers who said he had arrived early to pour 
concrete. Nothing appeared unusual. Officer Tillman relayed 
the information to the complainant. Case clear.

May 18
Noise

7:53 a.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to the 5500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a noise com-

plaint. Upon his arrival, Officer Maple met with the complainant who stated he was residing 
in one of the units when a new occupant arrived at around 8 p.m. on May 17. Upon arrival of 
the new tenant, loud music began to play. Music and loud voices continued sporadically from 
approximately 9 p.m. until 3 a.m. The complainant did not know what unit number the new 
tenants were staying but noticed numerous empty beer bottles and cans spread throughout the 
front of the complex in the morning. The complainant was advised to call again if the noise 
repeated so the complainant could take action. No noise or unusual activities were noted by 
Officer Maple while on scene except for the littered bottles. The complainant contacted man-
agement company to clean up the area. Case clear.

May 19
Sleeping 

9:33 a.m.
Officer Smith was dispatched to the 3300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of a 

suspicious person sleeping in the pool area. Upon arrival, Officer Smith met with a man who 
said he and his girlfriend were on the property to visit his grandmother who lives in the com-
plex. He went on to say he had traveled 17 hours from Virginia and was taking a nap until his 
check in time at the hotel next door. The caller arrived on scene and was informed who the 
two men were visiting. The caller apologized. Both men were ran through NCIC/FCIC no 
wants or warrants, case clear.

Dog on beach
5:14 p.m.
Officer Miklos was dispatched to the 4100 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a 

dog on the beach. Upon arrival, Officer Mikos observed to unleashe black dogs near a group of 
people Officer Miklos came into contact with the man who advised he was unaware that dogs 
were not allowed on the beach. The man and his family proceeded to have the beach without 
issue. Case clear.

Suspicious activity
May 20
9:20 a.m.
Officer Mathis responded to Bogey Lane and Birdie Lane in reference to construction work-

ers possibly fighting or in distress. No one attempted to flag the off. Upon his arrival, Officer 
Mathis observed construction workers throwing debris in a tractor bucket and items on a 
truck. Officer Mathis contacted the complainant and advised her of his findings and asked if 
she was able to provide a better description of the subjects fighting. The woman was unable 
to provide a description of those allegedly fighting.  Officer Mathis checked the area and was 
unable to locate any suspicious activity. Case clear.

Civil disturbance
2:00 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to the 2800 block of Gulf 

of Mexico Drive in reference to a civil disturbance. Upon 
his arrival, Officer Mathis met with the complainant and his 
handyman. The complainant advised that the construction 
worker was supposed to complete the deck and he would get 
paid $800. The man further explained that when the man fin-
ished the deck he would get paid the remaining amount. The 
construction worker further explained that he was expecting 
to get paid the full amount even though he hadn’t completed 
the work. Both parties advised this was a civil issue and noth-

ing criminal had taken place. The complainant asked that the construction worker leave the 
property for the day for things to cool down. Case clear.

Traffic
2:42 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort while on routine patrol on Firehouse Road, he observed a yellow forklift 

traveling north on the south side of the roadway. Moreover, Sgt. Montfort observed the fork-
lift fail to stop at the stop sign while making a left turn at the intersection of Joy Street and 
North Shore Road. Sgt. Montfort followed the forklift into the Longboat Beach condominium 
parking lot and made contact with the operator. The operator was identified by a Nicaraguan 
identification card. The man was advised the reason for the contact and during so an English 
speaking coworker arrived to assist with translation. The driver said he only spoke Spanish and 
stated he did not have a driver’s license. Sgt. Montfort then returned to his patrol vehicle and 
conducted a FCIC/NCIC query along wit a query in LINX. All resulted in either no license 
on file or contact with law enforcement. The man was then processed and released in the field 
with two uniformed traffic citations. The driver is scheduled to appear in the Manatee Court. 
Case clear.

May 21
Driver’s license

2:40 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort while on patrol on Gulf of Mexico Drive, observed a van leave its lane of travel 

and touched the dirt shoulder of the roadway. The operator of the vehicle made an abrupt 
corrective action to avoid driving off the roadway. Moreover, the vehicle then continued out of 
its lane of travel along the bicycle lane. A traffic stop was conducted in the 6600 block of Gulf 
of Mexico Drive. Sgt. Montfort made contact with the operator who apologized and stated 
she dropped her water bottle. The driver said she had just completed a delivery. Sgt. Montfort 
then asked for the driver’s license, registration card and proof of insurance. The driver provided 
a passport from Mexico. She said she had never had law enforcement contact before. As Sgt. 
Montfort returned to his vehicle, he advised her to locate someone with a driver’s license to 
come and get her car. Sgt. Montfort conducted a LINX query which revealed the woman had 
several law enforcement contacts in Lee County and was issued numerous traffic citations in 
the past. Sgt. Montfort also learned that she had driving privileges suspended by court order 
back in July 2009. The woman was then processed and released int eh field with two traffic 
citations. The driver is scheduled to appear in the Manatee Court on June 26. Case clear.

Citizen assist
4:54 p.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to Marbury Lane on a call of a citizen assist. Upon arrival, 

Officer Martinson observed the construction worker cutting pavers for a new driveway being 
installed at Marbury Lane. Officer Martinson made contact with the complainant who said he 
had health related problems with his lungs and dust being caused by the pavers being cut was is 
irritating his breathing. The complainant said he believed the worker was in violation of town 
code by not using a wet saw. Officer Martinson searched for dust and wet saw on the town 
ordinance website but did not see any such ordinance stating pavers shall be cut with a wet 
saw and/nor cause dust. Officer Martinson advised the complainant that he could not make 
the worker stop cutting the pavers and to contact code enforcement tomorrow if he wanted 
further information or to make a complaint. Case clear.

pd by CSTF
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See Letters, page 15

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
SRQ Flight Path Change

To: Longboat Key Commission
We had a question from a resident about a possible flight 

path change and so we asked SRQ for any updates they might 
have.  Below is there response which confirms, using satellite 
navigation, a change made by the FAA (not SRQ).

It appears that this has been a conversation between SRQ 
and the FAA and as accurately noted with no Town or LBK 
citizen engagement.  I’ll talk with the Mayor about whether 
to include this as part of the June 3rd agenda as a discussion 
item and so please don’t respond to this as a group message.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

SRQ Flight Path Change
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
We have received your concerns about a possible recent 

flight path change over Longboat Key, and we can confirm 
that there has been a slight change in the path over the center 
of Longboat Key.

As you know, until May 11, 2024, jet aircraft departing 
runway 32 made a left turn after take-off on a 265-degree 
heading and crossed the island just north of the county line. 
This was named the “SRKUS” procedure. The new departure 
procedure still requires the same left turn after take-off but 
to a heading of 270 degrees. This new procedure is called 
“TIDES” and shifted the crossing point over the island by 
about one mile north.

The Airport Authority was first notified by the FAA of 
the proposed change in November.  The airport immediately 
reached out to the FAA to obtain background information 
and the FAA’s reasoning for the proposed change as we aware 
of the long history and sensitive nature of this issue. The FAA’s 
branch of Air Traffic met with Air Traffic Facilities last year 
to discuss the request of deleting the SRKUS departure and 
replacing it with the TIDES departure. The FAA stated the 
SRKUS departure needed to be amended mainly due to safety 
reasons filed by the Air Traffic facilities of Tampa Approach 
Control. Also, FAA separation criteria changed which we were 
told was another reason for the procedural change.

When inquiring about FAA engaging with the local com-
munity and airport for this change, the FAA stated they had 
conducted an environmental review for these departures 
which fell under Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) and satisfied 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, 
therefore no public engagement was required. Also, we were 
told that there was a 30-45 day comment period post on the 
FAA Gateway website where the public could have made com-
ments about these departures.

When the airport first became aware of the proposed 
change, the Airport Authority expressed serious concerns. 
We enquired why the FAA did not directly reach out to the 
Airport Authority and the community at the early stages of 

this process, since the SMAA would be left to address the 
new path complaints from Longboat Key residents. We later 
met with the FAA group in charge of developing the new 
procedure to enlighten them about the reasons behind the 
procedure in place since the early 2000’s, and the upcoming 
concerns that astute Longboat key residents would quickly 
notice the change.  The airport urged the FAA to reconsider 
and engage the community.

Our pleas appear to have been disregarded as all suggestions 
offered were ultimately not implemented. With the regular 
use of satellite navigation, these flight tracks are becoming 
extremely precise, and all aircraft fly the same track over a 
narrow area. We advised the FAA that the airport would likely 
receive inquiries and complaints from the Longboat Key area 
once the change became effective, condemning the airport 
for the change, when in reality this was determined solely by 
the FAA.

Your residents can reach out to the FAA directly to voice 
their concerns or discontent over the change through their 
dedicated portal https://ancir.faa.gov/ancir?id=ancir_sc_cat_
item&sys_id=6149ade187a1f550b0d987b9cebb357e or to 
the personnel that are familiar with this issue:

Reginald.e.davis@faa.gov PBN South Team Co-Lead 
(Management), Operations Support Group (AJV-E24)

Joseph.b.tinsley@faa.gov Co-Lead, NATCA
The graphic below compares the previous departure proce-

dure (green) with the newly implemented procedure (orange) 
for visual reference.

Lionel Guilbert
Sarasota/Bradenton Airport

Mangrove Trimming Complaints 
Received

To: Longboat Key Commission
Follow up to the number of mangrove trimming complaints 

received. 

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
REALTOR® REALTOR®

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com 

MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

the home of your dreams
WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU 

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark  
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we 
make your experience better and easier.

YOUR GULF COAST EXPERTS SPECIALIZING IN AREAS CLOSE TO HOME

LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Mangrove Trimming Complaints 
Received

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip, aside from the administrative staff that needs to be 

assigned or hired to assist, do we have a feel for what the salary 
would be for an employee with those technical qualifications?   

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Mangrove Trimming Complaints 
Received

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton 
At yesterday’s Commission Workshop, Vice Mayor Haycock 

asked how many complaints, about potential mangrove viola-
tions, have been received by the Town. I couldn’t recall the 
exact figure & noted that staff research had been done in a 
memo that was provided to the Commission last Fall. The 
research had indicated that 8 complaints were received about 
potential illegal mangrove trimming or removal.  That report 
is attached to this email.

In addition, I’m also attaching a copy of the latest tracking 
sheet that staff has been maintaining, in coordination with 
FDEP, on the status of reported mangrove violations.

Allen Parsons
Planning and Zoning Director
Town of Longboat Key 
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PRESENTED BY

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
LONGBOAT KEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

LONGBOAT KEY CLUB
HARBOURSIDE BALLROOM

3000 Harbourside Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

COMPLIMENTARY LIGHT REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
-FREE ADMISSION-

RSVP: (941) 383-2466 
OR EMAIL INFO@LBKCHAMBER.COM

JUNE 5, 2024 
REGISTRATION  3:00 - 3:45 PM 

SEMINAR  3:45 - 5:30 PM 

“STAY INFORMED & BE PREPARED”

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

BRIAN LAMARRE
Meteorologist-in-Charge, National Weather Service Tampa
& NOAA Gulf of Mexico Regional Collaboration Team Lead

These birds are collective hunters, herding fish to shallow water where they feed on them 
with their enormous orange bills. I’m fascinated as I’ve only read about this behavior before and 
not witnessed it in numbers of this size. They again come by slowly, but like a parade are soon 
out of sight. My wife admires how they seem to glide and gracefully turn in another direction. 
For her they are peaceful. For both of us, they alone make the drive here worthwhile.

As we are about to bite into sandwiches, five black-necked stilts fly in close to shore. These 
are 14-inch elegant birds with long, pencil-thin red legs and a curved black and white body 
design. I’ve never gotten as close to these birds as I’d like to, and this seems like the right 
moment. As I get up, two fly and the others follow.

However there’s a consolation prize. It’s a yellowlegs that’s walking in and around clumps 
of grass in the water. These sandpipers are so named because of their yellow legs, and this one 
appears to be a lesser yellowlegs because it doesn’t have a slight upturned curved bill, as do the 
greater yellowlegs. A friend of mine thinks that they are sedately beautiful birds. I note the 
brown pattern on its back and the feeling of calm that it brings.

Some boat-tailed grackles are here. The males are large and iridescent black with a long broad 
tail that resembles an oar. The females are smaller, tawny and lean like greyhounds. When they 
are in a group there’s something Shakespearean about them.

By now the sun is out and there’s a mystery in the water. There are a number of coots, black 
duck-like swimmers with white bills and ruby-colored eyes. They are quintessential Florida 
birds and are sometimes nicknamed “mud hens.” One appears to have a stick in its bill that is 
trailing in the water. This can’t be nest material or is it? I watch for a while and see one sub-
merge its head and come up with some aquatic vegetation. Partially obscured in a tree near our 
table to which I’ve returned is a male boat-tailed grackle. It’s calling and stays still while I take 
a few photos, one showing its clearly open bill. I could stay here all afternoon but we’ve got 
the airboat ride coming up soon.

As the airboat is preparing to depart, a glossy ibis is feeding nearby. Its long down-curved bill 
probes the sand below the water for tiny shells. If the day was really sunny the bird’s brick red 
color and iridescence would show but today it looks uncharacteristically dull.

Out on the boat I’m impressed with the captain’s intimate knowledge of the lake and its 
wildlife, as I always am. It makes the trip more than just a pleasurable ride. Some white peli-
cans come flying overhead, their huge wingspans showing black at the tips. On the far shore 
an alligator slides into the water while others remain on shore snoozing. One has its jaws wide 
open showing a pink mouth and those teeth. How’d you like to be its dentist?

Out at the birdwalk a bald eagle flies by. In the grass are five sandhill cranes, large gray birds 
with tiny heads that have red crowns. These stately birds go back in the fossil record 2.5 million 
years, much longer than most other birds. For me, that puts them on a pedestal. There is also 
a very large feral pig that we see at some distance.

We go back to the parking lot and out to the weir, a small dam where the lowering sun falls 
on two birds. A great blue heron stands close to the walkout, its body still while it looks straight 
ahead, somehow looking so alive in its stillness. The scene resembles an outdoor museum. 
Nearby a white ibis probes the water with its long, down-curved, Lifebuoy-colored bill making 
concentric circles in the water. Watching those circles I start to feel mellow. It’s a sedate way to 
end our full day at Myakka River.

Based on the world’s largest reef shark and ray survey, Global FinPrint, a project funded by 
The Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, these findings emphasize that nations should use both 
approaches (the use of MPAs and effective fisheries management) to rebuild reef shark popula-
tions, which have declined on average globally by 63%.

“Previous studies have shown that fully protected areas – that is MPAs where all fishing is 
prohibited – can benefit reef sharks. Our study adds a new element; nations can boost these 
benefits even further,” said Dr. Jordan Goetze, the study’s lead author, and Adjunct Research 
Fellow at Curtin University. “They can do so by applying restrictions on destructive fishing 
gear such as longlines and gillnets or limiting shark catches outside the protected areas. These 
actions reduce shark mortality across the whole nation and supercharge the effect of fully 
protected areas”.

 The study used baited remote underwater video stations (BRUVS), which are cameras 
placed in front of a bait source on a reef for 60 minutes. Global FinPrint amassed over 20,000 
hours of video footage across 58 nations, which trained researchers scoured for reef sharks 
to identity population abundance of various species on reefs. Previous analyses of these data 
highlighted alarming trends: reef sharks were functionally extinct on close to 20% of surveyed 
reefs and there was an average global decline of 63% across five main reef shark species (grey 
reef, Caribbean reef, whitetip reef, blacktip reef, and nurse sharks).

 Reef shark sightings were on average twice as common in fully protected areas than nearby 
fished areas, yet the team also found that many fully protected areas didn’t provide any measur-
able benefits for reef sharks.

 “We found that successful fully protected areas were large and protected whole reefs, not 
just parts of a reef. If designed correctly, MPAs could even be successful in areas of high human 
pressure,” said Dr. Demian Chapman, Director of the Sharks and Rays Conservation Research 
Program and Lead Scientist of Global FinPrint.

 Fully protected areas found to benefit reef sharks were located all over the world, including 
the U.S., Australia, Belize, Bahamas, Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba, Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, and Fiji.

 The team compared reef shark sightings inside fully protected areas in nations that had 
fisheries management measures known to benefit reef sharks and in nations where shark fishing 
was not effectively controlled.

 “It was clear that the best outcome for reef sharks occurred when nations used both fully 
protected areas and effective fisheries management together,” said Dr. Goetze. “An advantage 
of national fisheries management is that it also likely benefits wide-ranging sharks like tigers 
and hammerheads that we showed didn’t benefit from fully protected areas because they don’t 
stay in on the coral reefs for as long as the reef sharks.”

 Reef sharks are iconic species that likely play an important role in coral reef ecology and in 
some areas benefit people as living tourism attractions. In some cultures, they are celebrated as 
embodiments of gods, guardians and protectors.

 “Many nations are currently in the process of expanding their protected areas as part of 
the global 30 x 30 initiative, which aims to protect 30% of our oceans by 2030,” said Dr. 
Chapman. “This study provides guidance on how nations can expand their protected areas 
in a way that benefits these ecologically, culturally, and economically important reef sharks. It 
also highlights that these protected area expansion efforts need to work with national fisheries 
management efforts to ensure the conservation of as many species of sharks as possible.”

Sharks, from page 1
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Alcohol By Volume (ABV) is one of the simpler properties of an alcoholic beverage. In 
the USA, the proportion of ethanol (ethyl alcohol) in a beverage must appears on its label as 
an ABV%. Beer and ale have an ABV% in the 3-12%; wines in the 10-16% range; fortified 
wines and liqueurs 15-24%; spirits 36-60% (also expressed a 
the ‘proof ’ at double the ABV%). Most consumers at a bar or 
restaurant understand the ranges of ABV% for each type of 
beverage without seeing the ABV%. An estimated two billion 
people drink alcoholic beverages daily.

Some 30-50% of persons of East Asia parentage have an 
intolerance to alcohol. For this ethnic group and others with 
high rates of intolerance to alcohol, an increase in beverage 
ABV% has special importance. In the USA mass consumer 
market for beer and ale, the 4.4 ABV Modelo Especial has 
overtaken the 4.2 ABV Bud Light as the sales leader. This 
small ABV difference would not mean much, except that 
hundreds of millions daily sales of beers magnify the increase 
in ABV.

Inflation of ABV in alcoholic beverages shows up in a vari-
ety of settings. During a recent visit to an outdoor bar in a club, the bartender described a draft 
Belgian wheat beer as a low alcohol choice in contrast to an draft IPA. The ABV of the low 
alcohol beer? 4.7%. The bartender and his colleague agreed that a 4.7% ABV was a low alcohol 
selection despite the fact the its ABV exceeded that of the top two sellers in the beer market. 
The IPA had an ABV of 6%. A recent trend in buyer preferences for higher ABV beverages is 
leading breweries to introduce new IPAs with ABV approaching 10%. In Colorado, new brand 
names Mango McMango Face (9.6%) by Coors A.C. Golden, Juice Force IPA (9.5%) by New 
Belgium, and Juicy Oasis Fruited Hazy IPA (9.6%) by Breckenridge are being aimed at the 
Gen X, millennial, and Gen Z consumers who buy cheap hard seltzers and canned cocktails.

We also see the impact of climate change in higher ABV of wines. Wine grapes grown 
in cooler climates have ripened faster and longer in recent years. The Gamay grape in the 
Beaujolais region of France, Cabernet Sauvignon in the Bordeaux region of France and from 
the Napa Valley (and elsewhere) in California, Nebbiolo in the Piedmont region Sangiovese 
from Tuscany in Tuscany in Italy, and Pinot Noir from Burgundy in France have higher levels 
of sugar in the 2022 vintages than in vintages in the 1990’s, and, with more sugar to ferment 
into alcohol, ABV increases from about 12.5% to 14% or higher. Winemakers in the Bordeaux 
have responded to critics complaints about ‘hot’, less food friendly wines, and have modified 
ripening and fermentation practices to bring red Bordeaux ABV down by a percentage point.

Younger drinkers of alcoholic beverages, women as well as men, are purchasing beverages 
with higher ABV. Older ale and wine drinkers are also leaning toward higher ABV choices, 
such as sweet and sour fruit ales and bold Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Zinfandel, Malbec, and 
Grenache red wines. Countering these trends, some beer, ale, and wine drinkers prefer lower 
ABV beer, ale, and wines, especially in the USA for dietary and general health reasons, and 
no alcohol beer and wine in Europe for health reasons and for designated drivers where laws 
prohibit any alcohol consumption by motorists. Overall we are seeing an inflation of ABV in 
alcoholic beverage sales, yet trends in the opposite direction among health conscious drinkers.     

Inflating ABV above traditional levels in alcoholic beverages may cause serious health issues 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Inflation of Alcohol By Volume
Inflation of ABV in alcoholic beverages shows up in a variety of settings. During a recent visit 
to an outdoor bar in a club, the bartender described a draft Belgian wheat beer as a low alco-
hol choice in contrast to an draft IPA. The ABV of the low alcohol beer? 4.7%. The bartender 
and his colleague agreed that a 4.7% ABV was a low alcohol selection despite the fact the its 
ABV exceeded that of the top two sellers in the beer market. 

in the population. Whether due to consumer preferences, climate change, or new brewing, 
winemaking, or distilling practices, an increase in average ABV increases the risk of alcohol 
abuse.   

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

BE SEEN!
ads@lbknews.com

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents

BAY RD

HANSEN ST

BEE RIDGE
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SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

Free Removal and Set Up
  

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007
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SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 | SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00
941-922-5271                     www.SleepKing.net
1901 Hansen St • Sarasota, FL  
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off  41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
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FREE
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NAP!

FREE
SAME DAY
DELIVERY

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Want a new spring hair look? 
Come see our expert stylists! 

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investors in 
navigating the dynamic real estate market

(941) 284-9563
  Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator

Haircuts
Color

Highlights
Treatments

Ayurvedic Scalp 
Massage

200 Central Ave  •  Suite 18  •  Downtown Sarasota

Health Is Wealth

BOOK NOW AT:  hairandearth.glossgenius.com

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

www.menshaircutsarasota.com

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

Stacy’s Computers
 Repair & Tutoring 

in Your Home
Call Stacy at 941.246.1048
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KeyCrossword

Suncoast Waterkeeper Weekly Report
To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Executive Director Dave 

Tomasko
I recall that the City of Bradenton Beach used to pres-

sure wash bird feces from the floating dock. Not sure if this 
is ongoing, but may be a possible cause if they cleaned the 
floating dock before samples were collected. Certainly direct 
stormwater discharge to the bay in the spot where samples are 
being collected is another possible source.

Thomas Larkin
Environmental Manager
Florida Department of Health

Suncoast Waterkeeper Sampling 
Results 

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission 
On May 13th, the enterococci survey was carried out dur-

ing a period of an incoming tide. The data for this survey was 
collected in the intertidal zone, where salinity levels ranged 
between 31 and 36 parts per thousand (ppt), and moderate 
signs of decaying plant matter were observed. In general, the 
results indicated some favorable enterococci levels. Results for 
sites sampled in Sarasota are as follows:

Town of Longboat Key Boat Ramp (10#/mL)
Bridge Street Pier (1081 #mL)
Palma Sola Causeway North (41 #mL)
Robinson Preserve N (Undetected #/mL)
Emerson Point (20 #/mL)
Please note that any count exceeding 71 is considered a 

failure, indicating a potential health concern.
The well-being of these water bodies holds paramount 

importance for both the
recreational enjoyment and economic stability of our com-

munity. We are dedicated to bringing these critical issues to 
your attention. Enclosed, you will find the official reports 
for this week’s sampling activities, courtesy of Benchmark 
Enviroanalytical. These reports provide comprehensive data 
for all the sampled sites.

Additionally, we have provided a link to our website, where 
you can access more information about our ongoing water 
quality sampling program. Your support and awareness are 
vital in our mission to preserve and protect our local water 
resources. Please direct all questions, suggestions for additional 
analysis, and feedback to Abbey Tyrna at Executivedirector@
suncoastwaterkeeper.org.

Abbey Tyrna
Executive Director
Suncoast Waterkeeper

Microbial source tracking
To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

On April 8 in the evening, during a low outgoing tide, I 
grabbed a sediment and water sample at our weekly monitor-
ing location. Our initial monitoring date was postponed due 
to rain; we wanted this to be a dry-season sample. We asked 
LuminUltra to analyze the samples for human and horse 
DNA. The results came back with only quantifiable horse 
DNA and in moderate abundance.   The amount of sediment 
and water collected was tiny.  We just wanted to take a single 
sample to see what we would find.  I was somewhat surprised 
that we only found horse DNA.  However, given how tiny the 
sediment sample was, it makes sense.  We plan to sample again 
in the rainy season.  We will take another single sample at the 
same place for a comparison.  However, to get more robust 
results, we will need to do some sort of mixed sampling for 
a greater representation of the area.  There was a lot of horse 
waste in the bay at the time of sampling.  I purposely moved 
away from the floating waste to collect any of it. 

I will contact you when we have our rainy season results and 
the beginning ideas of a sampling design that will help tell the 
full story. In the meantime, please feel free to provide your 
ideas for a sample design or approach for more robust results.

Abbey Tyrna
Executive Director
Suncoast Waterkeeper
 

Microbial source tracking
To: Suncoast Waterkeeper Executive Director Abby Tyrna
The Florida Department of Health- Manatee, Environmental 

Public Health section currently does not have budget to per-
form source testing activities. There are a couple thoughts 
based on the years of data we have collected in the Healthy 
Beaches program.

Spatial variability within a water body can be expected. Our 
experience looing at data from Palma Sola North  (SP-5) and 
Palma Sola South SP-6 from 2000 to August of 2011 showed 
differences between our two sample sites on Palma Sola Bay.

Pairing source testing samples with routine healthy beaches 
samples is desirable and provide information as to the source 
of the bacteriological results.

The attached spread sheet provides all the onsite sewage 
treatment and disposal (OSTDS) permits issued from the past 
20 years. We pulled the data based on permits issued in the 
34209-zip code area. Not all these permits are in the Palma 
Sola watershed, but it provides an idea of the number of 
OSTDS repair permits that were issued during the period. 53 
repairs were issued during the 20-year period looked at. These 
permits are not mapped.

Lastly, Dr. David Tomasko had some very good points on 
his response to source testing efforts. If his team has funds to 
help with testing, Water Keepers should consider leveraging 
the additional funds to help provide a more comprehensive 
data set.

Thomas Larkin
Environmental Manager
Florida Department of Health
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 
OVER $78 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD JUST IN 2024

RANKED #10 COLDWELL BANKER INDIVIDUAL REALTOR IN THE NATION

www.BruceMyer.com

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

THE SHORE • 5757 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,# 102 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $895,000
2BR/2BA • 1,561 SF • First level • One pet no weight limit • Steps to beach

SCAN FOR MORE

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  551 PUTTER LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $6,199,500
4BR+DEN+OFFICE/5.5BA  •  Full Bay view • 2 Primary suites • 6-Car garage 

SCAN FOR MORE

BEACHPLACE  •  1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #10-402  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $929,000
2BR/2BA • 1,392 SF • Updated • Furnished • Covered parking space 

SCAN FOR MORE

FAIRWAY BAY • 2016 HARBOURSIDE DR., #327 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $899,000
2BR/2BA • 1,532 SF  •  Corner residence  •  Direct Bay front  •  Covered parking

SCAN FOR MORE

THE BAYOU • 3221 BAYOU WAY • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,650,000 
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,639 SF  •  Spacious split floor plan  •    Screened pool

SCAN FOR MORE

FAIRWAY BAY • 1930 HARBOURSIDE DR., #111 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $795,000  
2BR/2BA • 1,442 SF •  Full bay views  •  Walkdown to bayfront

ISLANDS WEST • 2525 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #11B • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,499,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,491 SF  •  Gulf front Penthouse  •  Updates

WESTON POINT • 617 WESTON POINTE COURT • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $3,495,000
4BR/5BA  •  4,395 SF  •  Canal front w/dock  •  Courtyard with casita

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE SCAN FOR MORE

SANCTUARY • 585 SANCTUARY DR., #B202 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,895,000
3BR/2.5BA  • 1,823 SF  •  Gulf and Golf Course Views  •  Updates

LBK TOWERS • 603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,799,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,458 SF  •  Gulf, bay, golf course views  •  Extended Gulf front terrace

SCAN FOR MORE SCAN FOR MORE

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311

NEW
PRICE

SCAN FOR MORE

BUTTONWOOD HARBOUR  •  602 BUTTONWOOD DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,325,000 
3BR/3BA • 2,107 SF • Updates • Screened pool lanai

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  1180 BOGEY LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $997,000  
2BR+DEN/2BA • 1,636 SF • Furnished  •  Large fenced yard

SCAN FOR MORE

ISLANDER CLUB  •  2295 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #64-S •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $650,000
2BR/2BA •  1,235 SF  •  Bay & Golf course views

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST 
LISTED

SCAN FOR MORE

QUEENS HARBOUR • 3520 FAIR OAKS LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,699,000 
3BR+DEN/3BA • 2,902 SF • Separate casita for guests

THE MARK  •  111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1010  •  SARASOTA, FL  •  $1,895,000
2BR+DEN/2.5BA •  1,746 SF  •  Bay & City Views  •  10th Floor  •  Modern floor plan

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST 
LISTED
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