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We are very pleased to welcome
everyone associated with our visitors
back to Goldington Road for the first
time in a decade and hope all their
travelling delegation and supporters
enjoy the hospitality we're very proud
to offer here.

It's at times like these where we
begin to reflect on the year as a
whole, and certainly the headline
should be that 2025 has been a very
successful one for Bedford Blues,
both on and off the field.

Mike and the team have played
some brilliant rugby again this
year, concluding last season in
second place and currently on a
similar trajectory this campaign

in third. This has been helped by
a strong sequence of unbeaten
performances, including two one-
point victories in recent weeks.

Off the field, it's been fantastic to see
Goldington Road as a hub of activity
throughout December, hosting
Shared Christmas Parties and a
whole host of private events.

At the start of the month we held
our annual AGM, this year a poignant

one in celebrating our 25th meeting
since the club was officially saved by
its supporters and Bedford Blues Ltd
was registered.

It really has been another positive
year for Bedford Blues and that's
down to the unwavering loyalty of
our #BluesFamily - everyone has
played their part in making sure this
club thrives in the current climate.

Your support never ceases to
amaze us, and we are delighted

to be contesting a sellout Boxing
Day fixture against Richmond next
Friday, following today's Christmas
Cracker against Worcester, in front
of another strong crowd.

Check out the club website for all the
details on everything that's to come
in 2026, but first we look to sign off
2025 in the best possible way in our
two remaining home fixtures.

All that's left for me to say is on
behalf of the Bedford Blues Board
of Directors, we wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and New Year.

Come On You Blues...

J;(,Me& Stonor
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Good afternoon everyone and welcome back to Goldington Road for
our penultimate fixture of the calendar year, and final game before
Christmas, as we host Worcester Warriors for the first time since 2015.

We extend a warm welcome to
Matt Everard, Tom Cruse, their
coaching team, players and
supporters who have travelled to
be with us and hope to put on a
suitable show in what is second
vs third in Champ Rugby.

Worcester have brought a lot to the
league already since their return
this season and we are under no
illusions that this will be one of

the most difficult tests we'll have
throughout the campaign. They will
know a lot about us with Cruser,
plus Billy Twelvetrees, Alfie and Jake
Garside having all spent time at
Goldington Road.

The boys have fronted up to every
challenge they've encountered so
far this season and I'm sure this
afternoon will be no different.
They've had to show a lot of
character in recent weeks, especially
to grind out a superb win at Pirates
last weekend, and they're excited to
be back out there again today.

There's always a buzz around the
place for fixtures such as this,
and we're hoping to have a strong

CAMERON BOON

showing from our #BluesFamily to
try and help us over the line.

Your support never ceases to
amaze me, and it was again
humbling to see so many people
supporting us in Penzance last
weekend. We were delighted to
put in the sort of performance that
you all deserved to see, playing
the Bedford way and scoring some
really nice tries.

There'll be moments in the game
today where we'll really need you -
Worcester have threats all across
the pitch and your pride and passion
will be crucial to helping us with that
extra one percent that could make
all the difference in the end.

On behalf of the entire team here,
I'd just like to finish by wishing you
all a very Happy Christmas and
hopefully we'll see you again on
Boxing Day for the sold out battle
with Richmond.

Come On You Blues...

Mk e Bayer

ROB CROWLE

E

Grafto

FLEET MOTORCYCLES

University of
Bedfordshire

Wainwright
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Cybercrime is now estimated
to cost the UK economy

over £27Bn per year having
significant operational,
reputational and financial
impact to businesses.

Over 90% of cyber-attacks are caused
by basic human error.Impact can be
mitigated through education and
awareness.

The Cyber Stars Initiative, delivered to
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30 countries, builds human resilience to
cyber threats. -
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A THRIVING CHAMP RUGBY

It's hard not to acknowledge my overriding bias having spent.16
seasons in this fantastic league, but as the festive spirit sets in,

can we sprinkle some of that merriment and positivity onto what
is shaping up to be a very exciting chapter of Champ Rugby.,

Don't mistake me, there are lots
of remaining challenges and
some difficult hurdles ahead, but
with a new brand, a broadcast
rights deal, increased exposure
and play-offs returning; there's
plenty to celebrate.

This league has always produced
superb rugby, talented players,
proud clubs and real supporters.
It's about time we took pride in
those accomplishments.

It seems like a good time to
reflect on such achievements

as we face league new boys,
Worcester Warriors. Many of

our supporters will remember
our several tussles with the
Sixways club, and whilst their re-
introduction to the Champ caused
widespread debate, they have
added value to our competition.

They are under completely
different management, have
sizeable repayment terms to
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financially compete in this new
era and have given additional
narrative to a league craving some
headlines. Let's also not forget our
history, saved from oblivion after
the mistrust of abject ownership,
only to rightly take our place back
in the second tier.

Here we are, over 25 years later,
and in a relatively strong position,
having just announced another
positive set of accounts and
remaining a very sustainable
professional rugby business.

Part of that success is down to a
very busy December on and off
the field, Christmas events have
been at an all-time high, and
three home matchdays across
the month is an added bonus!
Games over the festive window
are always great occasions, with
increased attendances and
commercial opportunities.

We remain supportive of the
continual development of

this league and driving higher
standards to hopefully attract
bigger attendances, grow central
commercial revenues and create
a structure that engages clubs,
players and supporters alike.

Back to today, we're excited

to renew old rivalries with the
added spice of it being 2nd v
3rd in the table. I'd like to extend
a welcome to my counterpart,
Stephen Vaughan, and everyone
from Worcester who's made

the journey.

Thank you for your continued
support #BluesFamily, we wish
you all a Merry Christmas and
look forward to seeing you all
back at Goldington Road on
Boxing Day.

Gaveth Alved
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FIRE & SECURITY

Part of the andwis. group

Fire Protection
End to End design, install and commission of fire and life safety systems to
suit your building regulations, application and to ensure total compliance.

Security Systems Integrations
Traditional and cloud based security system solutions for sites and
buildings to safeguard access, security control and data.

Monitoring & Maintenance
Central receiving centre 24/7/365 monitoring to NSI Gold Standard with
integrated response and maintenance.

Occupants Safety & Wellness
Smart building system integrations to keep occupants safe and well,
productive and happy.

0800 294 6550
www.acesecurity.co.uk
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BEDFORD JUNIOR BLUES BLUES
IN FOCUS - U8s ¢

The U8s have enjoyed a great start to the new

season, which is their last season of tag rugby.

With a huge membership of 63 The children also got the

players, the future is looking opportunity to participate in a
bright for this team along with pre-match festival, enjoying some
their army of volunteers. action-packed games in the shelter

of the Saints High Performance

Last weekend, some of the team , -
indoor training centre.

had the chance to visit Cinch

Stadium at Franklin's Gardens A half-time pitch walk allowed

and cheer on Northampton everyone to wave to the crowd B
Saints in their European and cheer on the Saints, who came [
Champions Cup clash against through with a convincing victory.

Vodacom Bulls. A fantastic experience to top off a

bright first half of the season.

6 contactus@bedfordjuniorblues.co.uk
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LIMITED
Fire Response (UK) Ltd are a company based in Bedford, formed in
20I5. With decades of experience in the Electrical, Fire Detection and
Design Industry.

We place the customers needs at the centre of everything we do and

are fully commited to completing all works to the highest possible
standards.

«Complete compliance & maintenance packages available

* Flexibility to Buy or rent extinguishers -+ Great service with a local company
* Price promise guarantee

Fire Alarms @ Extinguisher & €Emergency lighting test GJ/
Fire Door Inspections Q)/ Fire Risk Assessments@/

For a survey, quote, appointment, or contract, please call today:

0345 52| 3510

or Email: sales@fireresponse.uk

@ REDCARE

0345 521 3510 sales@fireresponse.uk www.fireresponse.uk

Company Registration Number; 9538021 VAT number: 212494036
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BEDFORD BLUES WOMEN

TOP OF THE TABLE
AT CHRISTMAS

Bedford Blues Women will
spend Christmas & New

Year atop of their NC1 East
table after a stunning

26-15 comeback victory over
Colchester Iceni last weekend.

Eddie Rennell's side didn't make
things easy for themselves when
falling behind to the 15-point
deficit inside the opening

18 minutes, but they picked
themselves up off the canvas

to secure what could be a
monumental five points in

the title race.

Billed as first v second before the
game, it had all the hallmarks of
a game with so much riding on it,
played in a great Christmas spirit,
and exactly what community
rugby is all about.

On a weekend when the men'’s
side had to come from a losing
position against Cornish Pirates,
it seemed that falling behind was
contagious after an extremely
sloppy opening.

But once Claire Cranfield had
reduced the arrears, Blues

Q’ bedfordrughby.co.uk/blues-women
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really got up ahead of steam

and worked their way back into
the contest through grit and
endeavour. Lucy Middleton
added the second try, and was
unbelievable off the tee and from
ball in hand, to give the team so
much impetus.

A cracker from Jess Watson, her
first try for the club, had the team
in-front for the first time, then
Berri Clarke wrapped up the
bonus point late on. Five points
clear heading into 2026.




B&W Waste
Management

HAZARDOUS
WASTE

All waste, all sizes, we can
manage your waste
bespoke to your company.
We strive to deliver a top
quality service with not
only cost-effective but
direct solutions providing
full traceability of how your
waste is disposed of.

ASBESTOS SERVICES

Our specialised teams ensure asbestos
is managed in a compliant fashion
from start to finish. No matter the size,
we have done it and are lucky enough
to dispose of the asbestos at our own
licensed transfer station facility.

SKIP HIRE

Our fleet of skips can assist
you in any way you need.
From continual production
lines to one-off projects, we
have you covered.

WASTE TO ENERGY
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An historic first meeting with Worcester Warriors for more than a decade as
the Midlands based club head across to Goldington Road for a second vs third
Champ Rugby battle in the final round of action before Christmas.

Certainly excitement around

the league when it was confirmed
Worcester would be taking a
spot in the division for the
current campaign and they've
handled that pressure pretty

well in the first half of the

season to be Ealing Trailfinders’
closest challengers at the top

of the table.

They look fallible away from
home, however, which is what
Bedford will try to exploit.
They've looked a class above

at their Sixways home ground,
getting crowds as high as 9,000
already this season, but have
suffered defeats to Hartpury and
Doncaster Knights on the road.

Make no mistake about it, they!ll
be up for this game to try and
consolidate themselves in a table
position that would dictate a home
semi-final come the end of season
play-off structure. Tom Cruse
heading back to his old stomping
ground, a squad containing Billy
Twelvetrees and the Garside
brothers among others - theyll
certainly know a lot about
Goldington Road before arrival.

They've worked extremely hard
to get into this position. Expected
to do well, yes, but to put a new
squad together and get them
firing on all cylinders is credit to
the coaching staff. You only have
to look at a similar scenario with

BEDFORDBLUESRFC
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Morecambe in football's National
League, and you'll see an example
of how it doesn't always pan out
the way you anticipate with such
short timescales.

There's a bit of history up for
grabs should Bedford be able to
take it. They have never beaten
Worcester in league action, and
have in-fact only beaten them
once altogether, that coming in
a British & Irish Cup Semi-Final
back in 2010/11.

As always, we hope everyone
associated with Worcester
Warriors has a fantastic afternoon
on what, for many, will be their
first visit to Bedford's premier
sporting club.

3
BLUES V

WORCESTER
PREVIOUS ACTION




BUILDING TRADITIONAL STYLED HOUSES DESIGNED
TO MEET ALL THE NEEDS OF MODERN LIVING.

Quality four and five bedroom detached available at Kimbolton, with future
developments at Brampton and Over.

For further details please visit

www.bewickhomes.co.uk

We are constantly seeking land opportunities which could be transformed into
superb new developments by Bewick Homes. We have considerable expertise
in resolving difficult planning problems, especially sites with previous planning
refusals. If you have any land that you think may be of interest to us then we
would be happy to talk to you without any obligation and can usually provide
you with a quick answer and valuation - contact us on 01480 775295.
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WORCESTER WARRIORS

TWO TO WA

Thabo Ndimande
BACK ROW

An imposing and destructive ball carrier, Thabo
Ndimande has been a mainstay in the Worcester
Warriors matchday squad this season, featuring
in all ten Champ Rugby games so far ahead of
the visit to Goldington Road.

The wealth of riches available to Worcester,
particularly in the back row, make it one of the most
competitive units on the pitch. To be so involved

in every game is a huge testament to Ndimande's
ability, particularly when the options available for
rotation are so strong.

Prior to this spell in Worcester, his first taste of
rugby in England, Ndimande spent his entire
professional career with the Peacock Blues, having
joined them straight out of the Varsity Cup, where
he represented the Shimlas.

He has played for South Africa at youth level,
representing the junior Boks on a tour of Georgia.

OTHER AREAS

In addition to the
above it should be

SAFETY MATTERS

All persons attending fixtures at Bedford

Rugby Club in possession of tickets for the
Eagle Stand should note that in order to
comply with the conditions of the Club
Safety Certificate certain restrictions have to
be imposed on occupants of seats within
this stand:

No smoking is permitted in any part of the
stand. No bottles, cans or glasses can be
taken into the stand.

noted that bottles
and glasses are not
permitted in any

part of the ground
except inside the bars,
therefore drinks will
continue to be served
in plastic containers
on matchdays.

M€ BEDFORD-BLUES
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Will Reed
FLY HALF / FULL BACK

Another to have featured heavily for Worcester
throughout the entirety of the 25/26 campaign,
young fly-half Will Reed has made a cracking
start to life at Sixways with 61 points through
tries and off the boot from his 10 appearances.

Equally adept at full-back, where he has featured in
recent weeks, Reed came through the ranks in his

native Wales at United Rugby Championship outfit,
Dragons Rugby.

Having come through the Academy set-up at the
Gwent region, Reed made his senior debut for
Dragons in March 2022 and went on to score
167 points in 50 appearances.

A fantastic opportunity for Reed to learn off
experienced players such as Billy Twelvetrees
and Tiff Eden, the 24-year-old seems to be
reinventing his career at Sixways with some
notable performances.

EVACUATION PROCEDURES

All spectators should note that in the unlikely event of an evacuation
becoming necessary, an announcement will be made over the public
address system immediately proceeded by a warning klaxon sound,

informing them of areas that are to be evacuated. As this announcement

is being made stewards will open emergency exits and gates, all of
which are clearly indicated. Safety stewards will then direct spectators
as to which route they should use to leave the ground. In order that any
evacuation is conducted as quickly and safely as possible all spectators
are requested to comply with the instructions of Safety stewards.
Match tickets should be retained in the event of an evacuation should
the game be rescheduled for another date.
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BEDFORD BLUES SUPPORTERS CLUB

A VERY HAPPY

CHRISTMAS FROM BBSC
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Good afternoon everyone and welcome back to all those from Worcester Warriors... it's been a while!

May | begin by paying tribute
to our former Chairman of
The Followers (as we were
formerly known) Martin Sharpe
who has sadly passed away.
He was a keen Blues supporter,
attending games home and
away when his health allowed.
On behalf of the Bedford Blues
Supporters Club, we send our
condolences to Martin’s family.

I'm sure many of you will have
streamed the Pirates game on
Clubber - yet again, another nail
biter but we'll take that to secure
all five points.

Several supporters posted on
our Facebook group to say they
were watching the game on TV,
but it was apparent far more
Blues supporters had made the
long journey down to Cornwall
- respect to them all, that's true
dedication!

It's been wonderful to see our
hard work paying off with new
members joining and traveling
with us on the Supporters Coach
to away games this season - we
really couldn't have asked for a
better start to life as the BBSC.

Please remember you don't
have to live in Bedford or travel
with us on the coach to away
games to become a member of
the Bedford Blues Supporters
Club! Although... if you've never
travelled with us, please think
about giving it a try in 2026! It's
fantastic value at just £12 for
Members (£17 Non-members).

We have two away games in
January (Chinnor on Sat 3, then
Hartpury University on Sat 31) and
both coaches are kindly sponsored
by FJ Taylor Properties Ltd.

The BBSC Committee are also

in the early stages of planning a
BIG DAY OUT... so keep an eye on
our social media channels for all
the details in the coming weeks.

On paper, today's match should
be a cracker with just 3 points
separating the teams. There
should be some decent head-to-
head battles - let's hope it lives
up to expectations!

I'wish you all a Happy Christmas
and will see you back here on
Boxing Day.

COME ON YOU BLUES!

Chris Deverell
BBSC Committee Member

MAN OF

THE MATCH
AWARD

Following the home
match v Cambridge,
Tui Uru was awarded
the KB Pallets Man
of the Match award.

BBSC MAN OF
THE MATCH
AWARD

Following the game
v Cornish Pirates,

Tui Uru was awarded
the Bedford Blues
Supporters Club Man
of the Match award.
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THE GILBERT BIG INTERVIEW

TOM
PRICE

As Bedford Blues prepare for their final game before Christmas,
Tom Price talks the huge challenge of facing Worcester Warriors
in-front of a jam packed crowd at Goldington Road.
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THE GILBERT BIG INTERVIEW

— [OM PRICE

Let’s start by talking about today’s
game, Tom. What are you expecting
from Worcester Warriors?

We know what Worcester are going to bring, there's
plenty of experience within their squad both in the
Championship and at Premiership level. For me,
that's really exciting because when | was looking at
coming to Bedford, the fact that Worcester were in
the Champ was a massive thing.

I grew up watching a lot of the Champ with Bristol,
often against Worcester, so it's a fixture that I'm
definitely looking forward to, and | know a lot of the
boys feel the same. To have that opportunity to play
against Worcester is an exciting challenge.

They will want to control the tempo of the game and
the challenge for us is to put our game on the park
and try to flip it into our favour.

Worcester have looked incredible on
home soil, but have lost twice away
from Sixways. How much hope does that
give the squad of having a chance today?

A big factor will be that they've got a huge fanbase
at home and that's something which will help. But
actually, flip that on its head, and it's a massive
weapon for us today at Goldington Road, having
our supporters behind us.

There's a lot of people who are passionate about
Bedford and they get behind us. We want to try and
make Goldington Road a bit of a fortress, much like
Sixways is for Worcester.

No one really knew what to expect from Worcester
ahead of this season because a new team, lot of
players with experiences at different clubs and we
didn't know what they'd offer as an outfit.

Week by week we're having conversations and

my brother was in the Hartpury side who beat
Worcester earlier in the season so that's a decent
bit of intel because it's one thing to watch the video,
but knowing how he felt in the game itself is a big
tool for how we approach things.

Games around Christmas always
bring in larger attendances. After
the sellout against Northampton
in pre-season, how much are you
relishing the atmosphere today?

It makes a massive difference, especially for myself
because these are the games that you want to play
in. Saints in pre-season was absolutely brilliant

in terms of the number of people, and also the
atmosphere.

If that's something we can replicate in the next two
games that'll be brilliant; there'll be moments in the
game where the crowd does have an impact - they
can help you find that extra edge that comes out in
the performance.

Today is second vs third in Champ
Rugby. How pleased are you with the
start to the season so far?

I think this weekend will tell us a lot about ourselves.
It's been a really good period for us at the moment
with some really good performances, and close
wins. To come back and draw with Nottingham was
also really important for us.

This game is a marker. Are we able to compete
against a team at the top, and are we able to stake a
claim in these big games?

It’s been a few months since
you arrived at Goldington Road.
How are you finding things?

I'm enjoying the experience. Getting used to
having to work again, which is something I've done
previously in my career, is a little bit of a transition
because | was full-time in Italy last year.

My work away from rugby is still very much focused
around sport and it's within coaching and running
my own business. It's just getting back used to that
slightly different environment and really looking
forward to coming into training.
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In terms of what we do when we're here at
Goldington Road, we're really not far off that top level
with the training we cover - there's a brilliant S&C
department who tick those boxes, on field training is
definitely a high level.

When we look purely at the training, we are at that
elite professional level. It's probably the little 2%
things we miss out on with those connections - if
you're training and playing every day with people,
you will build that higher level of connection. But
we're aware of that here and we identify it, therefore
we try and do those things away from rugby.

It might not be sat in loads of meetings talking about
rugby together, but actually can we get together in a
social setting and build those relationships that way.

And finally, looking ahead...
what remain the targets between
now and the end of the season?

From a personal perspective, it's try and play as

much as | can. This season so far, I've had some good
involvements and there's been others where | haven't
played a massive part, which is something | understood
when | joined the club. So it's about trying to improve
every week and when | do get an opportunity, hope
that | can make an impact for the squad.

As a squad goal, we haven't been shy in saying that
the goal is to make play-offs, and that very much
remains the goal now. We're breaking that down
week by week, working out how we're going to get to
that... but it is the end goal and who knows what can
happen in May, it's a different game when you get
into the play-offs.

44 We want to try and
make Goldington Road
a bit of a fortress,
much like Sixways is
for Worcester. ##y




Bedford’s premier
lettings agency
is proud

to support
Bedford Blues

YAYNE
BEARD

Provincial House, 3 Goldington Road Bedford MK40 3JY
tel: 01234 327677
email: enquiries@jaynebeard.co.uk



https://www.jaynebeard.co.uk/

BEDFORDRUGBY.CO.UK #BLUESFAMILY

FIRST...

@ ..RUGBY MEMORY?
Stow RFC.

a ..CAR YOU OWNED?
Vauxhall Corsa.

...SPORTING EVENT YOU ATTENDED?

' A Gloucester game in The Shed

at Kingsholm.

IE ...SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNT YOU
CHECK IN THE MORNING?
Instagram.

...BROKEN BONE?
Wrist.

@ ..CRUSH?
Maya Jama.

...PET?
Mala and Mango - Dogs.

..THING YOU DO AFTER A MATCH?
Slowly take all the tape off.

BEDFORDBLUESRFC M€ BEDFORD-BLUES

FIRSTSSLASTS

_ -

LAST...

=)

)
®
(=)

...THING YOU BOUGHT?

My dad's Christmas present.

...TIME YOU CRIED?

When my dog passed away.

...THING YOU GOOGLED?

©
Q
®

Most effective sleeping pills.

SPORTING EVENT YOU ATTENDED?
My brothers Padel tournament.

...HOLIDAY YOU WENT ON?

Peak District.

...PERSON YOU CALLED?

My best mate from home, asking for the
rules of a card game to play on the coach
to Pirates.

...TV SERIES THAT HAD YOU HOOKED?

Celebrity Traitors.

...SONG YOU LISTENED TO ON SPOTIFY?

Rewind Generation.

...PLAYER YOU'D WANT TO SHARE
A HOTEL ROOM WITH?
Alex Woolford.

l}tl\'lt()il PARK

PROUD TO
SUPPLY THE
FINEST BRITISH
BEEF, VEALAND
VENISON TO
WAITROSE
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FORMER BLUES PLAYERS

Matt is already one of Hong Kong's most prolific
try scorers since making his international debut in
2022, with 17 from 15 games.

Matt played for Bedford Blues for seven seasons. He
was a very popular try-scorer, and his speed and skill
with the ball in hand earned him the name of ‘Magic. |
have to add that the speed with which he answered my
questions and followed my guidelines was also 'magical’

Matt writes:

Itisn't that long ago since | was waving goodbye to
the fans at Goldington Road at our last home game of
the 2024-25 season, against Chinnor, which we won
61-26 to secure a second placed finish in the league.
As | write these words, it's the 10th of November, and
| feel it is a great privilege to be asked to contribute

to the matchday programme and share a little of my
background and an update on life now.

I'was born in Plymouth and moved to Hong Kong
when | was about five years old. | was first introduced
to rugby while still in the UK, where my parents
would take me to watch either Plymouth Albion or
Devonport Services at the weekends. My parents
were, and still are, my biggest supporters. They
introduced me to rugby and were present at every
one of my games when | was growing up.

My rugby journey started to progress when | was a
teenager. At 17, | was fortunate enough to be sent
on a commercial partnership trip with one of my best
friends to Racing 92 in France for three weeks. Both
my club and Racing were sponsored by the French
bank Natixis. Three weeks turned out to be three
years in the French capital, where | gained invaluable

experience playing in the Espoirs League and rubbing
shoulders with some of rugby's ‘all-time greats’ such
as Dan Carter, Joe Rokocoko and Ronan O'Gara, to
name just a few.

Due to new league eligibility rules, | found myself
needing to leave France and a return to Hong Kong
beckoned. However, | was picked up by Northampton
Saints. Like many young Saints players who have
recently worn the Bedford shirt, | was sent on loan
during the 2018/19 season. After eight games on loan
and experiencing Goldington Road on a match day, |
made the permanent move and had some of my most
enjoyable rugby-playing years.
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AD. MATT, FRONT ROW, 6TH FROM LEFT

Bedford became home for my partner, Shayin and
myself. | won't lie, we had never heard of Bedford
before and wouldn't have imagined us settling

down there for over six years. We endured some
tough times. For example, when COVID hit, having

to transition to landscape gardening during the
pandemic and continuing with it afterwards, wasn't in
my original plan. Chris Ashworth and his wife Carole
were life-savers to me and several other members of
the squad. It opened my eyes to what work and life
outside rugby can be like. It also meant | had to work
with Joey Conway for a few years and listen to him
talk about his days at Munster!

I was able to make lifelong friends at the club. | am
most grateful to Mike Rayer, the squad and staff
for helping me to do so. Being able to see Deano
become a father was one of my off-field highlights.

Other notable memories include our Jersey trip
team social, every away day bus trip back from
Cornish Pirates and when we beat Bristol at home in
February 2025.

Memorable games for me are Boxing Day v Jersey in
2021, beating Ealing away in 2022 and playing in my
100th Bedford game v Bristol at Ashton Gate.

Shayin and | have settled back nicely in Hong Kong.
We are a lot further away from family, so Shayin

is my biggest support system. We've rekindled old
friendships, met lots of new faces and made new
memories together. | am now centrally contracted

to the Hong Kong China Rugby Union and back in a
full-time environment. At present, we are preparing
for the 2027 Rugby World Cup where we have been
drawn to face hosts Australia, New Zealand and Chile.

Moving forward, I am hoping to represent Hong
Kong in 7s and take part in the Asian Games before
focusing on the World Cup in 2027.

Wishing Blues all the best for the rest of the season
and I will be keeping a close eye on the results.
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Blues players reminisce about their ¢

From early memories to advice given,
nicknames to first replica kit worn, I
we delve a bit deeper to find out more...

Best childhood memory Best piece of First sports jersey

Family holidays to Cornwall. advice received someone bought you

. ‘Don't be afraid to back yourself. An Ipswich Town football jersey.
Nicknames y P Jersey
Nasty or Classic Pasco. First sporting icon I wish I was there

5 ) Robin Van Persie. Got to be Ben Stokes' 2019
Favourite lesson in school Headingley innings in the Ashes.

Geography.



Bird =4
Brothers

Honest good food for all.

For nearly 60 years, Bird Brothers, one of
Bedfords local family run companies,
have been producing and supplying
tasty nutritious eggs. Ideal for a

perfect tea-time try that’s scrum.

birdbrothers.uk

RELIABLE TRAVEL.
REMARKABLE COMFORT.

A family-owned business operating in the transport
industry since 1974.

(¥ 16 - 80 seater coaches with (vj Corporate
wheelchair access coaches

Uniformed drivers with verified @ Contracts
DBS checks

Vv Private Hire - school trips, @f Trailer

corporate events, UK Tours, 7 \1grt_|'.\7|lli
weddings, airport transfers f,: -

marshalls-coaches.co.uk e 01525 376077 info@marshalls-coaches.co.uk
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MATCH REPORT

ACTION
<<REPLAY

CORNISH PIRATES

12 Dec 2025 | The Mennaye Field

W 26-27

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIAN TEMPEST

BEDFORD BLUES s

T Worth, Ward, Adamson (2)
C Maisey (2) “
P Maisey

CORNISH PIRATES =
T Nelson, Relton, Rice, Yates @
b

C Robson (3)

Bedford Blues made it five successive
victories on the Cornish coast with an
impressive display on their final away
outing of the calendar year.

Blues went years without a win in Cornwall
before this sequence, Pirates are extremely good
at home, so you have to enjoy these moments
as the good times carried on rolling thanks to a
nail-biter at Mennaye Field.

George Worth's purple patch of form continued
with the opener, Rory Ward added another to
his tally, before two Dean Adamson crackers
secured the full five points.

Will Maisey, on the night he broke the 2,000
career points barrier, nudged a 78th minute
penalty to take the spoils. A second one-point
victory in as many games.

View the full Match R._epg,_rt at:
= ‘bedfordrughy.co.uk ‘.- :



https://bedfordrugby.co.uk/news/2025/12/report-bedford-sink-pirates-last-gasp-strike
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“ .' University of
Bedfordshire

APPLY NOW
BEDS.AC.UK

G. MOORE HAULAGE

LIMITED
Established 1979

SERVING BEDFORDSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE & HERTFORDSHIRE

¢ BULK EARTH MOVINGe
® AGGREGATE RECYCLINGe
e MATERIAL SUPPLIERSe

GRAB, TIPPER & PLANT HIRE

TEL: 01234 851731

gmoorehaulage@btconnect.com
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ON ADULT TICKETS "
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http://bedfordrugby.co.uk/tickets

2025/26 SEASON BEDFORD
BLUES

®PLAYER 3
SPONSORS v

BEDFORDRUGBY.CO.UK/TEAM/PROFILES

ALEX DAY

SHIFT

NICHOLAS FINCH

o —

DEAN ADAMSON

ILAN EVANS

JOEY CONWAY JAMES FISH

e

LOUSADA sic o || B s | @ Jaltek || seMC

Management

OIS RNAN ARCHIE HOSKING RYAN HUTLER
'_ g - l»l. E . l'l
P oy s

LOUIS JAMES MICHAEL LE BOURGEOIS JAMES LENNON WILL MAISEY

SDG B pgevenss
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TOM PRICE MONTY ROYSTON KAYDE SYLVESTER LUCAS TITHERINGTON FRED TUILAGI
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PEERE .' 'Bedfordshire Management ESTRELLA
DAMM

JAMIE BAIN MAIR SEAL RUDI CHAPLIN JAKE MCKENZIE DAVE ROBINSON
MURRAY " . il
STEELE AND PhysiQue “CMC

FAMILY gl e GILBERT




Discover Bedfotd .

Put your Fitness first

Our doors are open, come in... _
RY U s 3 -. .I ..I.
I . | Y
= . - :
o R R E E . - .
I I o o
Aspects Leisure Park, Newnham Avenue, MK 9L ~m 01234 763930 i #

CARPENTRY

07799 412459
01234 365627

www.dgibbsmaintenance.co.uk



https://www.fitnessfirst.co.uk/find-a-gym/bedford?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brand_locations&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3JanBhCPARIsAJpXTx5GZaGENbhUV7xqfuVjco6DRj-t7QxChEKqpLsvf1Di2cWE2TmlaiwaAgzhEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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BLUES BUSINESS
PARTNERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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ACE Fire & Security Document Logistix RJ Roofing
Bewick Homes GBRS Ltd RSP UK Suction Excavators
Bird Brothers Eggs Harpur Wealth Management ~ Springfield

Ceetak Ltd

Chicken George

Copybox Document Systems
Dixon & Sons

Hatters Home & Style
KB Pallets

Paul Riches Skips
RAS Data

Ampthill Fireplaces
Barton Petroleum
Box & Charnock
Budgens of Bedford
Club Towers

CRN Ltd

David Russell Builders

Anglian Fasteners
Bedford Independent
Bedford Modern School
Bedford School
Blackchair

Custom Concrete

Trailer Resources Limited
Wady's Electrical
Woburn Country Foods
Open Edge

SILVER

Eagle Travel

G Moore Haulage
Handelsbanken

John Hanlon & Co
Magyar Farming Co. Ltd
Monico Tunley Ltd
murraYoung

Dutton Engineering
Hollands Smith
Lane & Holmes
Michael R Peters
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Optimis Consulting

Newtech
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& Interiors

Projector Lifting
Rawlinson Pryde

Simply Tree Services
The Gate Installation Co.
Trust Insurance
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Stimpson Eves
The Kingfisher
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Bedford W
Battery 83 YU

AUTO & ELECTRICAL & castrol

MOTOR PARTS
www.BedfordBattery.co.uk . FERODO .

“NOT JUST FOR BATTERIES” THE POWER OF PERFORMANCE

Batteries

Brake Systems
Lubricants and Additives
Service Packs

Exhausts

o THE WELLINGTON ARMS

YOUR PRE & POST MATCH LOCAL FREE HOUSE

ONLY A TEN MINUTE WALK FROM GOLDINGTON ROAD
40-42 WELLINGTON STREET, BEDFORD MK40 2JX

' 18 ALES, LAGER & CRAFT BEERS ON TAP

@ INTERNATIONAL BEER FRIDGE

; WIDE SELECTION OF SPIRITS & WINES

€]
I3 /wellybedford @Wellybedford \
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ul STATS CORNER

A performance full of character, heart and desire as Bedford
Blues secured a fifth successive victory on the Cornish coast “
by edging a nail-biter in their final away fixture of 2025.

It was a real showcase of Champ Rugby as both sides fought tooth
and nail for the full 80 minutes before Bedford eventually prevailed to
secure the maximum five points, showcasing all facets of their game to
earn a remarkable away victory.

Here's what we learned last time out on The Mennaye Field...

TACKLES MADE

TEAM TOTAL - 72

RORY WARD - 11
TUIURU -9

LUCAS TITHERINGTON - 8

TOMMY HERMAN - 6

CARRIES INTO CONTACT

TEAM TOTAL - 85
TUIURU - 11
RORY WARD -9

LUCAS TITHERINGTON -8
FRED TUILAGI -7

TEAM TOTAL - 124
ALEX DAY - 62

WILL MAISEY - 21

MICHAEL LE BOURGEOQIS - 8

OISIN HEFFERNAN - 5

o

20 40 60 80 100 120




2025/26 SEASON

SFIXTURES/RESULTS/TABLES

FIXTURES APPEARANCES

. CcHAMP
& OPPONENT RESULT
Ealing Trailfinders H cHAvP L 22-50 JACK FISH HEFFERNAN WARD ~ WOOLFORD ~ BENSON FINCH
SATURDAY 4 OCTOBER 2025 SCOLA HERMAN TONGA'UIHA SYLVESTER
Coventry A CcHAMP L 30-35 JACK HERMAN ~ HEFFERNAN  BENSON WARD BROWN FINCH
SATURDAY 11 OCTOBER 2025 SCOLA FISH ROYSTON EVANS SYLVESTER
Hartpury Uni H cHAMP W 38-30 JACK FISH HEFFERNAN  BENSON WARD BROWN  SYLVESTER
SATURDAY 18 OCTOBER 2025 CONWAY HERMAN ROYSTON EVANS TUILAGI
E‘ Ampthill A CHAMP W 66-12 CONWAY FISH HEFFERNAN ~ BENSON WARD BROWN FINCH
SATURDAY 25 OCTOBER 2025 SCOLA HERMAN ROYSTON EVANS TUILAGI SYLVESTER
~ Doncaster Knights H CHAMP W 36-32 CONWAY FISH HEFFERNAN WARD ~ WOOLFORD  TUILAGI  SYLVESTER
7 FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER 2025 JACK HERMAN ROYSTON EVANS APPLEBY
London Scottish A CHAMP W 26-7 JACK HERMAN  HEFFERNAN WARD ~ WOOLFORD ~ BROWN  SYLVESTER
FRIDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2025 CONWAY FISH ROYSTON URU EVANS
*’ Caldy H cHaMP W 20-8 JACK HERMAN ~ HEFFERNAN EVANS WARD TUILAGI  SYLVESTER
12 : FRIDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2025 COWELL FISH APPLEBY FINCH
") Nottingham A CHAVP D 28-28 JACK FISH HEFFERNAN ~ WARD ~ WOOLFORD  TUILAGI  SYLVESTER
1 FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2025 COWELL HERMAN ROYSTON EVANS FINCH
B cambridge H cHamp W 29-28 COWELL FISH ROYSTON EVANS WARD BENSON FINCH
m SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 2025 JACK HERMAN TONGAUIHA WOOLFORD TUILAGI
Cornish Pirates A CHAMP W27-26 JACK HERMAN  HEFFERNAN WARD ~ WOOLFORD  TUILAGI BENSON
FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER 2025 CONWAY FISH TONGA'UIHA FINCH SYLVESTER
Worcester Warriors H CHAMP
SATURDAY 20 DECEMBER 2025
= Richmond H CHAMP
gm FRIDAY 26 DECEMBER 2025
- Chinnor A CHAMP
. SATURDAY 3 JANUARY 2026
Coventry H cHAMP
SATURDAY 24 JANUARY 2026
Hartpury Uni A CHAMP
SATURDAY 31 JANUARY 2026
E‘ Ampthill H CHAMP
FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2026
b Doncaster Knights A CHAMP
73 SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2026
London Scottish H CHAVP <CCHANMP
. FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2026 2025/26 CHAMP Updated 15.12.25 RUGBY
K2 A CHAMP Team P W D L F A +- BP PTS
12 SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 2026
= Nottingh H oA 1 Ealing Trailfinders 10 10 0 0 437 145 292 9 49
N achaoze VP 2 Worcester Warriors 10 8 0 2 366 222 144 11 43
BN Cambridge A CHAMP 3 Bedford Blues 10 7 2 322 256 66 10 40
BBa  SATURDAY 28 MARCH 2026 4 Cornish Pirates 10 5 1 4 295 214 81 10 32
@ Cornish Pirates H CHAMP 5 Nottingham 10 5 1 4 244 216 28 10 32
SATURDAY 4 APRIL 2026 6 Hartpury RFC 10 6 1 3 269 256 13 5 31
El Worcester Warriors A CHAMP 7 Chinnor 10 6 0 4 245 229 16 6 30
SATURDAY 11 APRIL 2026 8 Coventry 10 5 0 5 382 304 78 10 30
S letene e 9 Caldy 10 4 0 6 225 257 32 8 24
= = 10 Ampthill 10 4 0 6 231 404 -173 6 22
F‘.: Chinnor e 1 AP 11 Doncaster Knights 10 3 2 5 260 273 13 6 22
Ealing Trailfinders A CHAMP 12 Richmond . 10 3 0 7 224 265 -4 4 16
SATURDAY 9 MAY 2026 13 London Scottish 10 1 0 9 159 337 -178 3 7
Champ Rugby Play-offs 14 Cambridge 10 0 0 10 172 453 -281 6 6

QUARTER-FINALS, SEMI-FINALS & FINALS TBC

The Championship Points System 4 pts-win 2 pts-draw 1 bonus pt -4 or more tries 1 bonus pt - losing by 7 or less
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NEXT ” T BLUES ‘ ‘
|

HOME
GAME
v g o L i i i R s R —

P Dg
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY ~ ADAMSON LE BOURGEOISTITHERINGTON HUTLER JAMES Alex Day
URU LENNON PRICE Alex Woolford
URU LEm\éN I\/IPARIEEY ADAMSON TlLTEHB%RJRNGGEEIoSN WORTH HUTLER JAMES Archie I;oskmg
URU DAY PRCE  ADAMSON LEBOURGEOIS WORTH WITHEAT  JAMES S;Z”T’:;mm ? 42
LENNON MAISEY TITHERINGTON 8l
URU LENNON  MAISEY  ADAMSON LEBOURGEOISTITHERINGTON — HUTLER  JAMES GeorgeWorth 3 15
DAY WORTH llan Evans
URU LENNON ~ MAISEY ~ ADAMSON LEBOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON ~ HUTLER JAMES James Fish 2 10
DAY WORTH HILL James Lennon 3 15
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY ~ ADAMSON TITHERINGTON ~WORTH HUTLER JAMES Jamie Jack
LENNON PASCO PRICE Joey Conway 1 5
URU DAY MAISEY ~ ADAMSON TITHERINGTON ~WORTH HUTLER JAMES Kayde Syvester 1 5
LE BOURGEOIS Louwsjames
URU LErx[l)TyoN I\/LA;EEY ADAMSON  LE BOURGEOISTITHEEISNCSTON WORTH JAMES Lgcsg‘memgmg 15
URU LENNON  PRICE  ADAMSON  PASCO  LEBOURGEOIS  HILL WORTH  ichaelLe Bourgeois
DAY MAISEY HUTLER Monty Royston
URU DAY MAISEY ~ ADAMSON LEBOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON ~ WORTH JAMES NicholasAinch 1 >
LENNON PRICE HUTLER Oisin Heffernan 5 25
Rafe Witheat
Rory Ward 5 25
Ryan Hutler 4 20
Tom Price 4 8
Tommy Herman 3 15
TuiUru 1 5
Will Maisey 227| 6 82
Billy Pasco
Jack Lawrence
Sonny Tonga'uiha
Robbie Smith
Archie Benson 3 15
Ollie Scola
James Pater
Fyn Brown
Joe Cowell
Penalty try 1 7

MATCH DAY BLUES I BLUES
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BLUES cHAMP

WORCESTER

s Sat 20 Decn;:ZB; | KO3pm
BEDFORD BLUES WORCESTER

Louis James Will Reed
George Worth Roma Zheng

=
(%]
=
(%]

-
£
-
-

-
w
-
w

Lucas Titherington Tom Hendrickson

-
N
-
N

Michael Le Bourgeois Billy Twelvetrees

=3
-
-
-

Dean Adamson James Short
Will Maisey Tiff Eden
Alex Day (Capy Will Lane

-
o
-
o

Joey Conway Finn Haynes
James Fish Jasper Spandler
Oisin Heffernan Fraser Balmain
Rory Ward Obinna Nkwocha
Alex Woolford James Tyas
Fred Tuilagi Tim Anstee
Fyn Brown Thabo Ndimande
Tui Uru (Capt) Matt Kvesic

0 N & U1 A WN 2 O
0 N O K1 A WIN 2O

REPLACEMENTS OFFICIALS REPLACEMENTS

16 Tommy Herman R George Selwood Austin Wallis 16

17 Jamie Jack ~fil Clerle Geyilier Livai Natave 17
AR2 Veryan Boscawen
Cam Miell 18

18 Sonny Tonga'uiha 4" Peter Brunt
19 Kayde Sylvester Club5* Ben Minney Hallam Chapman 19
20 Nicholas Finch Khalik Kareem 20

21 Jonny Weimann All Bedford Blues photography by Jake Garside 21
. Claire Jones - redhatphoto.co.uk

22 Tom Price Beth Walliker - BW Sports Photography Tom Seabrook 22

23 Ryan Hutler Simon Fraser - Bedford Sports Photos Will Biggs 23
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