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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JUNE 12 

 

The International Day of Play is celebrated every year on June 11. 
 • It was declared by the United Nations to preserve and promote the 'Right to Play' for the overall 
development, mental health, and happiness of children and youth.  
• The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution on 25 March 2024 based on a proposal 
by Vietnam and other core countries designating 11 June 2024 as this special day. 
 • The 2026 Theme is 'Protect Play, Protect Childhood'.  
• Throughout June, UNICEF promotes expert tips and guidance for parents on the science of play, 
fun family activities, and safe online experiences for children. 
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Divyanshi Bhowmick, aged 15, won the WTT Feeder Women's Singles title in Pristina, Kosovo, 
becoming the youngest Indian woman to achieve this feat.  
• She defeated Ye Yi-Tian of Chinese Taipei (world ranking 38) in a five-game final.  
• Ranked 211th in the world, she also won the women's doubles gold with Cinderella Das. 
She became the second youngest player globally to win a WTT Feeder women's singles title, after 
Miwa Harimoto of Japan. 
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• Indian astronaut Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla has announced his debut memoir titled “The 
Second Orbit: Belief of a Man… Dreams of 1.4 Billion Hearts.”  
• The book chronicles his journey from astronaut training to becoming the first Indian to visit the 
International Space Station (ISS).  
• It is being published by Penguin Random House India (PRHI) and is scheduled for release on 25 
June 2026.  
• Shukla became the first Indian astronaut to enter the ISS as a member of Axiom Mission 4 and the 
first Indian in 41 years to cross the Kármán Line after Rakesh Sharma’s 1984 spaceflight. 
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• The historic opening ceremony of the FIFA World Cup 2026 was held at the Azteca Stadium in 
Mexico City.  
• The opening match of the FIFA World Cup 2026 was played between Mexico and South Africa.  
• The FIFA World Cup 2026 is the first tournament jointly hosted by three nations — the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico.  
• The tournament opened on June 11 in Mexico City and the final will be played on July 19.  
• For the first time, 48 teams will participate, with 104 matches across 16 cities. 
• The Champion will receive $50 million and the Runner-up $33 million. • Each team will get $10 
million as qualification amount and $2.5 million as preparatory assistance. 
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• In June 2026, Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) and Meta Platforms announced a partnership to 
build India's first dedicated AI-enabled hyperscale data center in Jamnagar, Gujarat.  
• The facility will support large-scale artificial intelligence training and processing.  
• Under the agreement, Reliance will design, construct, operate, and manage the data center, while 
Meta will lease its entire computing capacity.  
• The first phase will provide 168 MW of computing power and is expected to be operational within 
24 months.  
• The data center will connect to Meta's 'Project Waterworth', a global subsea cable network 
spanning over 50,000 km.  
• It will run on 100% renewable energy through new solar and wind projects and use a desalinated 
cooling system to conserve freshwater resources 
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• France identified India as a top strategic priority on 11 June 2026 ahead of the G7 Summit.  
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit the French city of Nice for bilateral talks from 13 to 14 June 
2026 before attending the G7 Summit in Évian from 16 to 17 June 2026.  
• India is scheduled to participate in all G7 tracks, placing it among the invited partners in summit 
deliberations.  
• The India–France partnership covers defence, technology, civil nuclear energy, innovation, and 
global governance, established as a strategic partnership in 1998.  
• France holds the G7 Presidency 2026, with the agenda including structural destabilisation factors, 
economic and geopolitical imbalances, and critical mineral supply chains.  
• Talks between President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will include 
future defence cooperation linked to Rafale fighter aircraft and the Make in India initiative.  
• The leaders will inaugurate Bharat Innovates, a platform for startups and venture capitalists under 
the India–France Year of Innovation 2026.  
• French officials have linked prospects for civil nuclear collaboration with recent legislative changes 
in India. 
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• On 9 June 2026, the COP31 co-presidency of Turkey and Australia proposed a global target to 
raise electricity’s share of final energy demand to 35% by 2035.  
• The proposal is known as the “35×35” or “35 by 35” target and was announced during the Bonn 
climate meeting by COP31 President-Designate Murat Kurum and Australia’s chief negotiator Chris 
Bowen.  
• It aims to increase electricity’s share from just over 20% of global final energy consumption, with 
one estimate placing the current level at 23%.  
• The proposal forms part of the COP31 “Action Agenda”, a non-binding set of initiatives under the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  
• The electrification target supports the transition from fossil fuels to cleaner electricity in buildings, 
transport, and industry, aligned with the Paris Agreement goal of limiting global warming to 1.5°C.  
• The proposal is supported by analysis from the International Energy Agency (IEA) and the 
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International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). 
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• NASA announced the four-person prime crew for Artemis III on 9 June 2026 at the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston.  
• The mission is targeted for launch in late 2027 from Kennedy Space Center in Florida under the 
Artemis programme using the Orion spacecraft and commercial human landing systems.  
• The prime crew includes Randy Bresnik as Commander, Luca Parmitano of the European Space 
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Agency as Pilot, and NASA astronauts Andre Douglas and Frank Rubio as Mission Specialists.  
• Artemis III is planned as a crewed Earth-orbit test flight for rendezvous and docking operations 
between Orion and commercial human landing systems from Blue Origin and SpaceX.  
• The mission plan was revised in February 2026, with the first human lunar landing projected for 
Artemis IV in 2028.  
• The Artemis III crew will conduct about two weeks of testing, including evaluation of the Axiom 
Extravehicular Mobility Unit (AxEMU) lunar spacesuit.  
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