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TEN CITY - Ju DRRES - SIXTEEN CANDLES
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-THE ROT lll)[ § - 45 ANNIVERSARY HOT MIX TOUR-

KENNY JASON - RALPHI ROSARIO - MICKEY l]LIVER
MARIO DIAZ - CRANK - GENE HUNT

FRANKIE RODRIGUEZ

" TRIPLE H - DMNBTR - DJ DYNAMICO - QUICK MIX MIKE - AZTLAN
' .JULII.IS OLIVER - PHE NOM + MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED
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GARTH BROOKS
THE

MEGAN DON TOLIVER PUSSYCAT
MORONEY w] SahBabil, Che, SoFaygo, i:gﬁ" wﬂﬂ&lﬁ :

Chase B, Lelo, sosocamo

Charlie Wilson « Passion Pit - Third Eye Blind « Hot Mulligan - Father John Misty « STYX « David Lee Roth
The Academy Is... » Tash Sultana « Connor Price « flipturn « Nate Smith - Jeremih - Amyl and The Sniffers
Christopher Cross « Cameron Whitcomb . Holly Humberstone « Echo & The Bunnymen
Dexter and The Moonrocks « The Family Stone « AleJandro Escovedo
Adrien Nunez+ Al Croce « Aldo Nova « The Bends « Braid « Chris Cain » Danny Boy « Deer Tick » Don Felder « Dora Jar
The Dream Syndicate « Enter Shikari - Evan Honer « Fees « HUNNY « The Juliana Theory « Marlon Funaki « McCoy Moore » Modern English
Nicholas Tremulis & The Prodigals « Penelope Road « Red Jumpsuit Apparatus » Red Leather « Rhys Rutherford « Scott Wolverton
State Champs « Steph Strings « Taylor Acorn « Weston Estate « Winyah
Altered By Mom « The Band Solstice - Cigarettes @ Sunset « Emmitt James « GRAHAM « Koyo « Maximiano - Morgan St. Jean - Old Mervs
Panic Shack « Post Sex Nachos « Tobacco Road « Todd Cameron « Trapper Schoepp « Troy Tyler « Venus & The Flytraps « VIAL

ED SHEERAN CODY JOHNSON POST MALONE

w/ Myles Smith, Aaron Rowe w] Jessie Murph w] Carter Faith

The Roots « Louis Tomlinson « Subtronics « Tucker Wetmore « Russell Dickerson « KALEO « The Revivalists
Marcus King Band « Elderbrook piset « Big Wild « Audrey Nuna « Grouplove « Kim Gordon
Wolfmother « Halestorm « Pepper - Little Feat « Petey USA « The Mountain Goats - BORNS » Two Feet
Sudan Archives « Goldfinger « Marlachi Sol De Mexico « Vertical Horizon « Old 97's « 10,000 Maniacs
The Aces » The Band Loula « Big Daddy Kane « Boy Golden « Dylan Schneider « The Expendables « Freddy Jones Band « Gabriel Jacoby « Grabbitz

Hank Azaria and the EZ Street Band - Harper O'Neill - Hazlett - Henrik - Jean Dawson « Lanie Gardner - Lisa Loeb « Lucky Boys Confusion
Maris « The Movement « PawPaw Rod « Robert Randolph « Sons Of The Silent Age - Walk Off The Earth

Abby Moeller « Blonde » Bobby Friss - Ellja Scott » Greg Koch & The Koch Marshall Trio « The Handcuffs + Harrison Gordon « KSP « Lake Drive « Lamb
Left on sunset - Modern Alibl - Orquesta Ayala - Porch Light - Showoff « Slobhan Bodrug « TAZ - Tracy Bonham « Wire & Nall

ALEX WARREN JELLY ROLL

MUSE w/ Noah Cyrus w/ Tyler Hubbard, Three 6 Mafia

Ella Mal « Sam Barber - Sean Paul - Buju Banton - Whiskey Myvers « All Time Low « Kerry King - Spoon
Flo Rida « The Temper Trap « Stephen Marley « Rev Run ofrunomc « Jonah Kagen « Candlebox « Gene Simmons Band
Gin Blossoms « Matt Hansen - BoDeans - The Beths « Neal Francis - Baha Men - Straight No Chaser
Absolutely « Anees « Ax and the Hatchetmen - Blondshell - Buckcherry » Chase McDaniel « DJ Jazzy Jeff « Edgehill - John Vincent 11l
The Jayhawks « Jobi Riccio « Joywave « Ken Pomeroy - KennyHoopla « Living Colour « Mindi Abair - Preston Cooper « Pure Hex - Sister Hazel
Soul Asylum « Spin Doctors « St. Paul and The Broken Bones « Sunflower Bean » Tag Team « The Heavy Heavy « The Ocean Blue
Adam Warner « Case Oats - Carolina Llar « Fluorescents - girlfriends « Hotel Fiction « Jerry Harrison's 50 Years of Talking Heads
KT Tunstall - The Malden Voyage « Nicole Lawrence » Scout Speer « SIIN « SIX Foot Blonde




HELPING TO RAISE FUNDS FOR

Chicago Arts Center exists to inspire,
educate, and empower young people.
Through arts education, mentorship,
and community engagement, we
nurture emerging talent, build
confidence, and foster a lifelong
connection to creativity.

CENTER. OBE

Chicago Arts Center strives to
be a welcoming and dynamic hub.

Where youth are empowered to . " .
explore the performing, visual, Help Keep ChicagoMovin" & Grogvin

and creative media arts. Offering FOR THE HEALTH OF IT

an opportunity to discover new
interests while developing skills,
confidence, and their unique
creative voices.

DONATE AT: ChicagoArtsCenter.org or Scan the QR Code
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MUSIC FESTIVAL
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Iriday
The National / Spiritualized / Parquet Courts
Tierra Whack / Amber Mark / Dawn Richard

Tkay Maidza / Indigo De Souza

SPIRIT OF THE BEEHIVE / SPELLLING
Camp Cope / Wiki / Ethel Cain / CupcakKe

Salurday

Mitski / Japanese Breakfast / Lucy Dacus
Low / Magdalena Bay / Dry Cleaning / Karate
Iceage / yeule / Arooj Aftab / The Armed
Chubby & the Gang / Huyd

Jeff Parker & the New Breed

Stilidayy

The Roots / Toro y Moi / Earl Sweatshirt
Nonome / BADBADNOTGOOD / Cate Le Bon / Tirzah
Xenia Rubinos / Erika de Casier / Injury Reserve
KAINA / L'Rain / Sofia Kourtesis / Pink Siifu
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WHY SETTLE FOR LIMITED REACH

boiMAGazine

By Todd Evans

LGBTQ media offers
advertisers a uniquely efficient
way to reach highly engaged
consumers. Why settle for limited
reach when you can approach full
audience penetration?

Recent analysis published

in MediaVillage revealed
that nearly 90% of the 7,000
campaigns studied achieved
less than 20% reach. This is
striking, given that many
brands actively seek defined
consumer segments, such as
trendsetters, urban audiences,
specific income groups, and
lifestyle categories. Ironically,
these same segments often
overlap significantly with
LGBTQ consumers, yet brands
frequently overlook LGBTQ
media as a primary channel.

LGBTQ media, across print and
digital platforms, functions as
one of the most targeted and
efficient information channels
available. Unlike general-
market media, it is clearly
identifiable, highly targeted,
and largely insulated from
incidental exposure.

When You Can Approach Full Au

There is no broadcast
television component,
and most LGBTQ digital
platforms are extensions
of established print brands.

As a result, the audience is
intentional and self-selecting,
delivering an exceptionally
high concentration of
genuinely interested
consumers. Advertisers are not
paying for wasted impressions.

The effectiveness of LGBTQ
media is especially evident in
categories such as healthcare.
For example, awareness

and adoption of PrEP (HIV
prevention) would have been
significantly slower and more
costly without LGBTQ media
serving as the primary conduit

for education and engagement.

While television campaigns can
broaden reach, they do so at

a much higher cost and with
considerable audience dilution,
often missing the consumers
most in need of the message.

For brands seeking consumers
who are engaged, trend-
driven, frequent travelers, spirits
purchasers, or those with higher

dience Penetration?!

W
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| ©
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discretionary income, particularly
male audiences, LGBTQ media
should be a strategic priority.
Advertising in this space delivers
near-total relevance, strong cost
efficiency, and the added benefit of
directly supporting the community
you aim to reach.

Todd Evans is President and CEO
of Rivendell Media, America’s
leading LGBTQ media placement
firm- a unique media company that
was founded in 1979 and represents
95% of all LGBTQ and HIV/AIDS media
in the United States and Canada.

Rivendell Media serves as the
national advertising representative
for over 200 gay, lesbian and HIV/
AIDS newspapers, magazines and
entertainment guides, their websites
and standalone digital properties.

Todd has worked on almost every
major LGBT media campaign, and
that experience along with his
knowledge of the media provide
unique qualifications on what has
worked, and what is necessary to
reach and speak to these audiences.

Contact Info. 908-232-2021 ext. 210,
or todd@rivendellmedia.com.
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€) Dear Char, I'm feeling burnt out
in my current job. How can I find a
more fulfilling career path without
compromising financial stability?

From: Burnt Out In Brainbridge

A Dear Burnt Out In Brainbridge,

Feeling burnt out in your current job is
common. | am not sure how long you have
been in that position or what is causing it. |

am asking you to examine the idea of “burnt
out”. Here are some questions | want you to ask
yourself:

Have you felt burned out in this position before
and somehow your spark was rekindled?

Do you have new connections at work that
have changed your feelings about your value
in your job?

Have you been turned down for a promotion,
raise, or extra responsibility?

Your answers here may help you find what you
need to make you feel excited about where
you work and what you do. Looking for a

new project, taking a good look at your work
relationships, and talking to your boss about
how you feel may turn some things around for
you. Leaving your job may not need to be the
answer to your feelings.

8 boiMAG.com
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The front end of the answer to your question is that
you need the job you have while you look for a new,
vibrant, employment pathway. Here are some ideas
for you; some things to consider:

Volunteerism is one way to explore something you
always wanted to do, become visible to new people,
and to gain some skills. Volunteering often leads to
being noticed for innovation, commitment and caring
and job offers are not unusual.

Be smart and make sure you have saved enough money;
maybe even a year’s salary as a safety net. Once you have
that, you could even consider resigning and give yourself
time to look for a new position without financial worry.

Go back to school. You can consider taking courses
that will give you a step-up in a position of interest.

Get a life coach. Getting some help through job
assessments, personality tests or open discussions
about your current employment and life decisions
may help you sort it all out and ignite you in ways
that surprise you.

Consider becoming a part of Chambers of Commerce
or other community meetings where networking
promotes job position.

Interview others in positions you have considered and
see how the field has changed. Get informed about
your new interests and old dreams.

Above all of this, these are exciting times. Some people,
unlike yourself, don't recognize burn out and become
frustrated, quit their jobs impulsively, or even become
physically or emotionally ill from the stress. You, my
friend, are ahead of the game. Now take the ball, and run!

= @r. Chorle Woxmon
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JOIN US BEFORE OR
@ AFTER THE GAME!

gy s335Nclarkst. U,
| Cchicago .
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& PRIDE SUNDAY ?

JUNE 28 2026
& Jam-10rm %’ /

DJ MUSIC | PERFORMERS | LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
HOT DOGS | FRENCH FRIES | DRINKS

Byron's Parking Lot
1017 W Irving Park Rd.

For FREE Tickets Scan QR Code or Go To E

ChicagoArisCenter.org
® ° fize,
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Family Pride Fest brings families together to
move, have fun, and celebrate who they are
through music, dance, and LIVE entertainment.

~
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Fundraiser presented by the ChicagoArtsCenter.org,
PERFORMANCES BY and Byron's Hot Dogs, this All-Inclusive event
TRAX RECORDS supports our mission to promote health and wellness
RECORDING ARTISTS  through the arts, Bring Families Together, Get Kids
Off Screens, and Get Everyone Movin' & Groovin'!

FREE ADMISSION TICKET: Free event tickets are limited!
Just Scan QR Code or Go To ChicagoArtsCenter.org.

Add a donation & Get a Ticket,

! Byron's Hot Dog, Fries & Drink! 7, K

CHICAGO'’S HALL OF FAME D) JAYSMORE
DJ MIKE MACHARELLO

SPONSORS
PRINTS
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.................. 9AM-10AM TUESDAY
.................. 5PM-6PM SR. GOLDEN
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PHONE: 773-277-229]
ADDRESS: 3501 W. 26TH ST




HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Becoming A "Resilient” Survivor

We are all built differently. What throws you off, to
me, may be like a pebble in the water; there may
be a ripple, but overall, there is no lasting impact.

, . There is no right or wrong in how we handle things;
=boiMAGazine no finger pointing or blaming need occur.

Survival and how we choose
to do it can be favorable or
unfavorable. How we survive
can have immensely positive
or negative long term effects
on our future emotions,
thoughts and behaviors.

No matter how you have developed
as a survivor, the best news is

that you can develop a survivor’s
outlook; one that is positive and
healing. Let’s begin with the idea
of resilience. There are people

who just seem to bounce back,
regardless of what comes at them.
It's that bounce-backed-ness that
can seem unattainable, but it
doesn't have to be.

Resilience, according to a variety
of researchers (Ann Masten,
George Bonanno, Michael Ungar,
among others), all agree that
those with resilience have some
characteristics in common. To
kind of pull them all together, let’s
look at these 5 qualities:

PROBLEM SOLVING: This means
taking action or recognizing one’s
personal deficiencies for taking
action. The best problem solvers
don't solve problems on their
own. They know how and who to
ask for intervention-seeking.

SOCIAL COMPETENCE: As with
number 1 in this list, you can't
enlist support if you don’t know
how or refuse to ask for help.
Social competence means that
you have laid some groundwork
ahead of time that has allowed

others to see a person who is
empathic, can apologize as needed,
provides great feedback and can
take in hard to hear feedback.

Social competence means that you
have behaved in a way that exudes
maturity in thought and behavior,
that you have been fair with others,
and willing to reach out in caring
and supportive ways.

SENSE OF HUMOR: Maintaining a
view of situations with more humor
and less contempt is one way to
survive things. Keep in mind, this is
during less traumatic situations.

SENSE OF FUTURE: A belief that
there will be a time when the
significance of an event will mean
less than the benefits of the time
after. Time will heal. A positive
outlook on what lies ahead even if
itisin the distant future can lend
itself to healing.

MENTOR: A trusted friend, family
member or co-worker that wants
the best for you, will fight for you
and will stay the distance as you
heal can make all the difference.
This person can teach you as you
grapple for solid ground and can
drive you toward trauma recovery.
They can be trusted and make
you feel that you are valued in all
frames of mind and behavior.

In addition to developing
resilience, practice working on
your attitude in non-emergent
times of your life. It will carry over
as a developed habit when you
need it most.

People who are positive will look for
positive, and will find positive.

Purposeful pivoting is another action
that true survivor’s take. They don't
get caught in mire and minutiae.
They simply find another way. This

is the same guy as the resilient
problem solver. Are you seeing the
connection here?

The ability to endure is important to
surviving. “Keep on keepin’on”; is a
valuable way to move forward. Get
rough and get tough. Survivor’s,
just flat out, don’t give up. They

do the work to get through it, get
around it, and get over it. They have
a“Whatever it takes” attitude.

Survivor's passion is a phrase that this
writer has coined, but it seems to say

it all. A real survivor knows that what
they do and how they do it will mean
everything to their own future. They
also know what it will mean to others
who are watching how the best, how
survivors do it. For that reason, passion
rises to the surface, and forward,
positive movement is inevitable.

You have survived something. You
have the skills and can develop even
more to get beyond what seems
insurmountable. You are a survivor in
the best sense of what that means.

If you become depressed or are
considering ending your life, please
call or text 988. Trained professionals
are available 24/7/365 and ready to
make sure you are ok.

= @r. Chorle Uoxmon
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by Jorge Suarez

No downloads, no shortcuts, just crates, conversations, and long nights

behind the decks. That's the lane Paul Parsons comes from. Out of the UK,
he’s one of those guys who didn't just follow the scene, he lived it, built it,

and stayed with it long after trends came and went.

Back in the 90s, before
everything went digital,

Paul was right in the middle
of it, running a vinyl shop,
connecting with DJs, and
helping shape the sound

from the ground up. And if
you've ever spent time flipping
through records in a real shop,
you already know... that's
where the magic happened.

“I had a dance music vinyl
shop in the 90’s just outside
London...”

“I had a dance music vinyl shop
in the 90’s just outside London
called Scoff Records with my
good friend Mick Jones... we
also put on regular parties and
DJd all over, a memorable one
was Berlin's Love Parade, it was
immense. | was part of several
labels and production teams
too. I've been producing dance
music since 1995

That quote alone paints the
picture. Record shop culture,
underground parties, and even
playing something as massive
as Berlin’s Love Parade, that
wasn't justa momentin time,

14 boiMAG.com

that was a movement. It was
a period when DJs weren’t
just playing music... they
were discovering it, shaping
it, and bringing people
together. And that brings us
to the sound Paul is deeply
connected to today, NuDisco.

NuDisco isn't just a genre, it's a
feeling. It started gaining traction
in the late 90s and early 2000s,
especially across Europe, when
producers began revisiting the
groove of 70s disco and funk.
But instead of copying it, they
reimagined it, blending those
warm basslines, soulful hooks,
and live-feel rhythms with
modern house production. The
result? Music that feels nostalgic
but still fresh enough for today’s
dancefloor. For those of us who
grew up with that 70s sound,
NuDisco hits a little deeper, it's
familiar, but it moves differently.

Paul Parsons fits right into that
space. His music carries that
balance, classic influence with a
modern touch. You can hearitin
the grooves... nothing forced,
nothing overproduced, just solid
rhythm and feel.

In CONCERT

JORGE SUAREZ “OUT 'N' ABOUT" COLUMN

The Journey of Paul Parsons - A Lifelong Groove
from London to the World.. There’s a certain kind
of respect you have for someone who's been in
the dance music world since the days when you
actually had to go find the music.

Over the years, he's worked
across house, deep house, and
NuDisco, releasing tracks and
remixes that have found their
way into DJ sets and radio
rotations around the world.

Paul sounds like someone who
still thinks about the room, the
crowd, the energy, that exact
moment when a track locks

in and people just move. That
kind of mindset doesn’t come
from software, it comes from
experience.

From running a vinyl shop
outside London, to spinning at
major events, to still producing
decades later... Paul Parsons
represents a generation that built
the scene the right way.

Visit Out N About FB Group for
additional pics and videos. Go
to boiMAG.com for direct link.
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@ May 23-24 — Sueiios Festival ¥ June 13-14 — Old Town Art Fair
@ June 19-21 — Do Division Street Fest
© June 28 — Family Pride Fest
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by: Screamin' Rachael
Recording Artist, Entrepreneur, Publisher, Music Mogul, House Music Icon,
|| sometimes Controversial, with a dash of Opinionism for good measure.

The opinions offered in this column are “uncensored” and are intended for “open dialog” and
“entertainment purposes” only. Use of this column not intended to replace or be a substitute for
any professional, financial, legal, advice or any other prof
expressed in this column are those of the columnist, and not necessarily those of anyone else.

or views

I service. The opini

LA MERE VIPERE REUNION... HISTORY STILL BREATHING!

Walking into the 49th anniversary La Mere Vipere

reunion felt like stepping straight back into

Chicago’s underground subconscious.

The second | walked in, decades came rushing back at

once. Faces | had not seen in years suddenly emerged through the
crowd like ghosts from another lifetime!

Immediately | was
transported back to
that explosive era
singing with my band
Screamin’ Rachael
and Remote at Space
Place, the nonprofit
club and rehearsal
space | created
alongside Mike and
Rich Harrington.

| was greeted by Maxwell
Bonehead, who told me
he had been organizing
the reunion since

2007 after becoming
inspired by the idea of
celebrating thirty years
of punk. Maxwell had
spent many nights inside
the original short-lived
La Mere Vipere, the
legendary late 70s club
that began life as a gay
bar before burning to
the ground in April of '78.

| attended the reunion
with my longtime friend
Adam Rebellious, who

goes all the way back to the
Space Place days. Adam is a
true original. A solo punk artist
who writes and performs his
own music throughout the
city, he is also one of the most
knowledgeable people | know
when it comes to Chicago
underground music history.
Frankly, he would make a

brilliant music journalist or
historian if he ever decided
to do it professionally.

We have an ongoing
argument because Adam
refuses to get a cell phone.
He insists he will only get
one when | finally get a
driver’s license. Trust me,
neither one of those things
seems likely anytime soon.

For the last several years,
the reunion has been held
at The Beetle in Chicago’s
Ukrainian Village,

and honestly, | cannot
imagine a more perfect
place for this gathering of
underground survivors.
The Beetle has the

feeling of a real Chicago
neighborhood bar in the
same spirit legendary
places like O’Banion’s
once had. Comfortable.
Unpretentious. Relaxed.
Full of character instead
of attitude.

>>> MORE Uncensored >>>
boiMAG.com 17
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>>> Continued >>>

It is the kind of place where people
actually talk to each other instead of
staring into phones or trying to perform
importance for social media. There is
warmth there. History there. The kind

of room where stories start flowing

naturally the second the needle hits vinyl.

| met Jessica, part of the management
team, who proudly told me the bar is
woman-owned, something that honestly
felt fitting considering how many

strong women helped shape Chicago’s
underground culture despite history
often overlooking them.

Part of what made everybody feel so
comfortable that night was the energy
of the place itself. The Beetle does not
feel corporate, curated, or manufactured.
It feels human. Inclusive. Real. People
settled into conversations instead of
trying to impress each other.

That mattered because this reunion
was never really about nostalgia. It was
about reconnecting with people who
survived and helped build Chicago’s
underground creative culture together.

Some of the people organizing

the reunion were DJs themselves,
which made the music absolutely
phenomenal all night long. Music
from vinyl records blasted through
the room like sacred scripture for
outsiders. David Bowie. Iggy Pop.
Ramones. Blondie. The Dead Boys.
And cuts from Chicago’s own Skafish,
one of the city’s true punk visionaries.

One moment that hit me emotionally
was hearing “Disgracing the Family
Name” by Skafish explode through the
speakers. That song instantly brought
back the raw fearless energy of that
era. Chicago punk was never about
perfection. It was about individuality,
experimentation, humor, rebellion,
survival, and having the guts to be
strange before the world learned how
to monetize being different.

| met Jean, one of the DJs, who immediately recognized me from my band days.
One of the things | respected most about her and the other DJs that night was that
they played only vinyl. No laptops. No playlists. No algorithmic wallpaper pretending
to be culture. Jean told me she grew up in a strict household and found freedom
through La Mere Vipere and the entire underground scene that grew around it.
She is also in Actors’ Equity, sings in a choir, and DJs. In true Chicago underground
fashion, nobody fit neatly into one category.

And people were not just listening to the music. They were physically living inside it.
Bodies bounced in pogo rhythms. People twisted, spun, collided, lurched, laughed. Arms
flew through the air like transmissions from another dimension. Nobody cared about
choreography. Nobody cared about looking cool. It was about release. Pure release.
Watching people move like that again decades later felt almost spiritual, like Chicago’s
underground heartbeat had suddenly started pumping through the room all over again.

18 boiMAG.com

>>> MORE Uncensored >>>



WEDS 9PM
BEST OF CHICNGOD

WELCOME PARTY
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What younger generations may not fully understand is that this was an entirely
different social world. IDs were barely scrutinized. Teenagers, art students,
musicians, queer kids, outsiders, punks, rebels, and kids searching for identity all
collided together through music and underground clubs. They came from every
race, background, sexuality, and religion imaginable, united mostly by one thing:
the feeling that mainstream society had absolutely no place for them.

And at the reunion, person after
person talked about how deeply
this music changed their lives. Not
casually. Not nostalgically. In a real
survival sense. People spoke about
finding acceptance for the first
time. Creativity for the first time.
Community for the first time. For
many of us, these scenes became our
families long before anybody used
phrases like “safe spaces.” Back then
nobody cared about being polished.
That was the entire point.

La Mere Vipere came from a moment
when people created because they
had something to say, and no interest
whatsoever in asking permission.
The music was rough around the
edges. The fashion was fearless.

The clubs were packed with artists,
musicians, outsiders, and visionaries
trying to build something entirely
new inside a city that itself felt gritty,
unpredictable, and electric.

And honestly, that DIY spirit became
the blueprint for everything that
came afterward. As | spoke with
people throughout the night, many
remembered me from the Space
Place era. That touched me deeply
because Space Place became one

of those rare Chicago crossroads
where underground scenes naturally
started merging together. Punk.
Experimental art. Industrial sounds.

UNCENSORED
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Performance art. Electronic music.
Everything started colliding in the same
rooms.

| had a fascinating conversation with
Vincent Marnell about how, as an
underage teenager, he moved through
Chicago’s entire underground circuit
beginning with La Mere Vipere, then
O’Banion’s, Oz, Exit, COD’s, Space Place,
Medusa’s, and eventually The Warehouse.

Those clubs were not isolated scenes. They
were connected arteries feeding one giant
underground organism. Looking back

now, | realize these scenes were never truly
separate at all. The punk crowd evolved into
industrial. The industrial scene evolved into
electronic experimentation. And eventually
all of that energy morphed into house
music. It was one continuous creative
evolution happening inside Chicago.

>>> MORE Uncensored >>>
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That is why | have always felt punk and
early house music were actually very
similar in spirit. People love separating
them historically, but for those of us who
lived through it, they shared the exact
same DNA. Both were rebellious. Both were
DIY. Both were underground. And both
were built by outsiders creating culture for
themselves because nobody else would.

Looking back now at the Disco Demolition
era, | also think history sometimes
oversimplifies what people were actually
feeling at the time. Yes, there were very real
racial and cultural tensions surrounding
disco, and that absolutely became part

of the larger story. But many punk kids

and underground artists also simply felt
suffocated because disco dominated
nearly every club in Chicago.

If you were not disco,
there often was

B¢ nowhere for you to go.
#4 Like my brother always
§& said, sometimes you just
wanted a place to drink
a beer and hear a real
live band. So we built
our own clubs. Our own
scenes. Our own culture.

Punk exploded partly because young
people wanted another identity outside
the polished disco mainstream that
seemed to control everything at the time.
Ironically, while punk was rebelling against
disco culture, house music was quietly
being born at the exact same moment.
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House music deconstructed disco and
stripped it down to its bare bones. It
was also largely created by the first
generation of kids making music with
machines, computers, drum machines,
and synthesizers like the Roland TB-
303 that later created the acid sound.
That is part of what makes Chicago so
fascinating.

At the exact same time, Wax Trax! Records
was exploding
while artists like
Al Jourgensen
from Ministry
pushed music
into darker, more
machine-driven
territory. Chicago
itself became
part of the sound.
The factories. The
steel. The grit. The
tension. The city’s
industrial heartbeat somehow seeped
directly into the music itself.

Then one night everything shifted for
me personally when | discovered The
Warehouse right around the corner
from Space Place. Walking into that room
and hearing what Frankie Knuckles
was doing completely changed my
understanding of where music could go.
| instantly recognized the connection
between the raw underground energy
of punk and the hypnotic sweat-soaked
vibration of the dance floor.

Some of the original bands from that era
are still performing today, including The
Effigies and Silver Abuse, and honestly,
this reunion inspired me to want to play
live music again myself.

>>> MORE Uncensored >>>
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DJing is incredible, but there is
something irreplaceable about
the energy of live performance.

Speaking of energy, Rottenfinko
showed up and completely lit

up the room. It took us a minute

to recognize each other, but he
looked fantastic, flaming red spiked
hair and fully decked out in punk
style to the absolute maximum.

UNCENSORED

His new record Rottenfinko & The Convicts I'M ALIVE!!! has just dropped, and he
also has a tour planned.

All of it happening simultaneously inside
one city reinventing itself through sound.

One of the most fascinating conversations
of the night centered around where music is
heading now in the age of Al.

Rhonda Oakes, who was part of that scene
and visited Space Place many times, spoke
passionately about teaching young people
what she calls “real live music.” She also
dated Vic Bondi from Articles of Faith, who
rehearsed and performed there.

boiMAGazine

Many people at the reunion talked about
how maybe it is finally time to get back to
basics again. Back to real musicians playing
together in rooms. Back to raw creativity.
Back to human imperfections. Back to soul.

In 2025, when | attended
Sundance for the premiere of
“Move Ya Body: The Birth of House”
directed by Elegance Bratton, |
was blown away hearing our record
“Insult to Injury” by Screamin’
Rachael and Remote featured in
the film. It perfectly captured what
Chicago actually felt like during

For many of us who came from punk,
industrial, and early house culture,
technology was always meant to be a tool
for human expression, never a replacement
for humanity itself. The instruments

that period. Punk exploding. Disco changed. The spirit did not. Because nights
collagsing industrialoemergi.ng like this are more than reunions. They're

House music being born, history still breathing. QM/M&/ Om'/v
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EE =l Upcomlng Best Western PLUS.
Hawthorne Terrace

chicaco Festivals

CHICAGO BLUES FESTIVAL

June 4 - June 7

If you’re a fan of the blues, enjoy a
night of Blues with Macie Staples and
some of the biggest names in the
business. This is a FREE Festival, and
with the city skyline as a view, it
doesn’t get much better than that!

Mumford & Son at Wrigley Field ME%EE&B%TSE%NS

June 11

Swing into a double header with
the first two Wrigley concerts of the
season. Check out Mumford &
Sons on Friday, and Rufus Du Sol
at Wrigley on Saturday, June 12.
We call it the double header of
music. Time to book a room at
Hawthorne Terrace!

CHICAGO RIBFEST

June 5-7

Satisfy your BBQ cravings at Chicago
Ribfest, a summer staple featuring top-
tier grill masters, live music, and
whiskey tastings. It’s a high-energy
local favorite that combines incredible
food with a vibrant festival atmosphere,
making it a must-visit for any fan of
outdoor celebrations. And it’s nearby!
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