
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1

BUILDING A SECURE IDENTITY COMMUNITY | VOLUME 14 – NO 1 / JANUARY 2026Inside this edition
Editor’s Predictions for the Year Ahead 1Belize Receives Funding Under New Biometric Data Sharing Agreement 2News in Brief 

3On the Record with TOPPAN Security’s Innovation and R&D Director 4Latin America Moves Closer to Digital Identity Interoperability 5De La Rue – CBN Joint Venture Targets UK Passport Manufacture 6Update on UK Plans for Digital ID 6What Makes Holography WOW in ID and Travel Documents? 
7Call for Papers – Optical & Digital Document Security (ODDS) 2027 7Monetising Identity Exceptions to REAL ID 8

Editor’s Predictions for the Year AheadThis time last year I predicted that 2025 would bring an acquisition wave 

reshaping the industry, and 2026 is now showing the effect of this.

IN Groupe has completed its acquisition of IDEMIA Smart Identity and describes itself as a global leader in end-to-end physical and digital identity solutions.
Crane NXT has also turned a series of transactions into a coherent security and authentication platform. It acquired OpSec Security, the smart packaging assets of TruTag Technologies and De La Rue Authentication Solutions, then combined them with Crane Currency under a ‘Crane Authentication’ and ‘Security & Authentication Technologies’ structure focused on brand protection, product security and technologies for government-issued identification documents.At the same time, TOPPAN Holdings acquired HID’s Citizen Identity Solutions business, closing in early 2025, while TOPPAN Gravity’s earlier acquisition of Colombian card manufacturer Hogier Gartner strengthened its position in Latin 

America. Following this sale to TOPPAN, HID’s activities are centred around access control, credential management and related digital security services.
Looking ahead, I don’t expect the deal-making to stop but do expect it to change. The global players in identity and secure documents have now largely set out their stalls, with major groups combining enrolment, document production, authentication and digital identity services under one roof. This makes another wave of ‘blockbuster’ transactions less likely in the short term.

The larger groups will use mergers and acquisitions to plug specific gaps in their platforms: specialist biometric engines, document security features tuned for automated inspection, remote onboarding and verification services, or regional production capacity.
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Get The Inside Track
ID & Secure Document News™ (IDN) 
provides a unique source of news, analysis, 
and commentary on the design, manufacture 
and use of physical and digital secure 
identity and credentials. It combines 
independently researched journalism 
from Reconnaissance’s in-house editorial 
team with authoritative contributions from 
industry experts, technology providers 
and issuing authorities worldwide.

What ID & Secure Document News Covers
	� Identity document and system programmes

	� New and redesigned passports, ID cards, residence permits 
and national ID systems, with emphasis on substrates, 
datapages, security features and issuance architectures 

	� Civil registry and population-register upgrades; links between 
civil registration, ID credentials and service delivery

	� Digital identity and mobile credentials
	� Government digital ID schemes, mobile IDs and 

wallets, including UK, EU and global pilots
	� Mobile and digital driving licence deployments and standards.
	� Resilience of digital ID, offline fallback 

and hybrid architectures

	� Substrates, security features and secure printing
	� Paper, polymer and polycarbonate, including 

polycarbonate datapages for passports and cards
	� Optical features (DOVIDs/OVDs, micro-optics, 

optically variable inks) and other features (intaglio, 
threads, windows, laser engraving)

	� Conference coverage on optical and 
phygital document security

	� Biometrics and authentication
	� Enrolment and verification for ID, border 

management and remote services
	� Multimodal and dual-biometric authentication
	� Liveness detection, presentation-attack resistance and testing

	� Standards, regulation and policy
	� REAL ID, eIDAS-linked digital ID, mobile ID 

standards, PKI and trust frameworks
	� Governance, privacy, cybersecurity and AI-

driven threats to identity systems

	� Case studies, interviews and market structure
	� Regional assessment of programme case 

studies and civil registry modernisation 
	� Acquisitions, strategic partnerships 

and supplier landscape shifts

 



Subscription Options

Government

Online

•	 Number of people with simultaneous 
access to website: 25

•	 8-page newsletter in PDF viewer – not downloadable
•	 Access to articles on website
•	 Access to archives
•	 Only for government entities after approval 

by the publications manager

Online FREE

Premium

Online

•	 Number of people with simultaneous 
access to website: 1

•	 8-page newsletter in PDF viewer – not downloadable
•	 Access to articles on website
•	 Weekly news alert
Print

•	 Number of printed copies: 1
•	 Includes printing, postage and handling 

fees – flat rate for all locations

Online £990 Online & Print £1,085

Enterprise

Online

•	 Number of people with simultaneous 
access to website: 15

•	 8-page newsletter in downloadable PDF format
•	 Access to archives
•	 All other benefits same as Premium
Print

•	 Number of printed copies: 10 – 
shipped to a single address

•	 Includes printing, postage and handling 
fees – flat rate for all locations

Online £2,625 Online & Print £2,720

Premium+

Online

•	 Number of people with simultaneous 
access to website: 5

•	 All other benefits same as Premium
Print

•	 Same as Premium

Online £1,310 Online & Print £1,405

Charter

•	 Number of people with simultaneous access to website: 25
•	 8-page newsletter in downloadable PDF format
•	 Access to archives
•	 A licence to include each issue of ID & Secure Document News (IDN) on your company intranet
•	 A licence to reproduce articles and material from IDN in your own marketing materials
•	 Your company name and logo in each issue of IDN
•	 Preferential rates on brand and content advertising on the IDN website
•	 The opportunity to submit news or material for an article, at any time, under your company byline (at the discretion of the editor)
•	 Number of printed copies: 10
•	 Includes printing, postage and handling fees – flat rate for all locations
•	 All other benefits same as Premium

Online & Print £9,275

We offer a selection of annual subscription 
packages, comprising 12 issues per year

https://reconnaissance.net/idn-subscribe/
https://estore.reconnaissance.net/cart/?add-to-cart=40045
https://estore.reconnaissance.net/cart/?add-to-cart=40046
https://estore.reconnaissance.net/cart/?add-to-cart=40043
https://estore.reconnaissance.net/cart/?add-to-cart=40044
https://estore.reconnaissance.net/cart/?add-to-cart=42295
https://estore.reconnaissance.net/cart/?add-to-cart=42296
https://estore.reconnaissance.net/cart/?add-to-cart=40042


Advertising Opportunities
Reconnaissance actively promotes free subscriptions to ID & Secure 

Document News to verified bona fide public authorities, as well 
as vetting all paid subscriptions, so you can be confident that your 
advert will reach a tightly targeted audience of decision makers 

We currently offer two types of advertising:

	� Brand advertising

	� Content advertising

Brand Advertising
There are two main options for brand advertising:
1.	 Banner advertisements on the website. Link to your website, 

a white paper, or to any other platform of your choice:

	� Sidebar banners on the home page and all other pages

	� One large banner on the home page only

2.	 Banner advertisement on the e-news service (sent out via email twice weekly)

Block Name Location Size* Rates

Sidebar-top All 336 x 280px Exclusive – £2,000 for 3 months (£500 per additional month)

Banner Home page 810 x 135px Exclusive – £1,250 for 3 months (£325 per additional month)

Sidebar-bottom All 336 x 280px Exclusive – £1,500 for 3 months (£375 per additional month)

Banner on weekly 
news email

N/A 600 x 338px £750 for 1 week, £950 for 2 weeks, £1,100 for 4 weeks (maximum)

*Maximum file size 1Mb

Content Advertising
Publish a sponsored article that appears as a standard article but includes 
your byline (name and company), photo and company logo:

	� Article remains on website in perpetuity

	� Either short or long form (maximum 2,000 words)

	� Option to include images or charts (maximum of 3 per article)

	� Editorial assistance included

	� Opportunity to publish articles in more than one 
newsletter, for an additional fee

There are two options for articles:
1.	 Paywall only – £0.50 per word

2.	 Readable by all visitors to the site – £0.75 per word

(Charter subscribers receive two sponsored articles 
per annum as part of their package)
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or contact publications@recon-intl.com 
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Holography & Optical Technology News™ and Tax Stamp & Authentication 
News™ subscribers receive a 20% like-for-like discount.

Other Publications

Who Should Read ID & Secure Document News
	� Public authorities

	� Ministries of interior / home affairs; identity 
and civil registry authorities

	� Passport, ID card and residence permit issuers
	� Transport and licensing authorities (driving 

licences, vehicle registration)
	� Border management and immigration services
	� Law enforcement and fraud investigation units
	� Central banks / finance ministries where 

identity underpins KYC and payments
	� International and regional organisations working on 

legal identity, elections and social protection

	� Industry and solution providers
	� Security printers and system integrators

	� Producers of substrates, security features and optical devices
	� Card and datapage manufacturers; 

chip / OS / module suppliers
	� Biometric vendors and integrators
	� Digital ID, wallet and credential-management 

platforms; PKI and trust service providers
	� Identity verification service providers (on-site and remote)
	� Technical consultancies and system-design firms

	� Research, standards and civil society
	� Standards bodies and technical committees
	� Academic and applied research groups 

in identity, security and privacy
	� NGOs and advocacy organisations focused 

on legal identity and data protection
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