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Guru Gobind Singh Sahib’s Concept of God
Professor Dr Surjit Singh Bhatti, Calgary (Canada)

Ancients worshipped different
pantheons of gods and goddesses. The
Egyptians, Greeks and Romans
associated their deities with various
aspects of Life and Nature. During the
Indus Valley period also, most people
followed polytheism and worshipped
worldly symbols. Some, however,
transitioned to monotheism over time.

Monotheism was propagated by Guru
Nanak and was followed by all nine
Sikh Gurus after him. They rejected
the existence of numerous gods and
godesses and believed in One
Effulgent and Eternal Creator of the
Universe (s). Guru Gobind Singh
wrote in the preamble of Jaap Sahib,
one of his poetical compositions :

9q fogs w9 g9 A3 »ig uf3
sfas fag |
U a1 v@ JY 3Y I Ffg 5 AAMS
fag
nE® HII3 niag8 yaw nifi3fa
afan |
afe feg fegre Ag Arofs afen |
f3ges Hdtu AT &9 AT 33 33 ¥
f3= a931
3T AYY &'H J8 JqT6 TIH &TH
g963 FHI3 |1
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The Creator is without mark, sign,
caste, lineage, colour, form or
distinctive norm, beyond description,
stable and limit-less. God is the Lord
of millions of Indras and kings and is
the Master of all. Each twig says: “Thy
Names can not be described but can be
told by your grace”.

‘One Supreme God’ is addressed by
Guru Sahib using names of prevailing
mythical deities to describe His
countless qualities and powers in Jaap
Sahib. After writing about God’s many
qualities, he says their number is
infinite and they are beyond
comprehension. In Swayyey, another
set of his spiritual verses, he says that
Compassion for and Service of God’s
Creation are the ways to worship God.
Other rituals are worthless.

ag sfe€ Hshr AfemHt 38 waft
gfe€ af gorudt A8 At nigHeE
I
fdg 39a 3 gedt feun At
HSH of A7f3 AF & ufgagsd |
XI3T I9IH ATt IHA IIIH 6F
TAT & 3T AT B H H'3F |l
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(Some are recluse, mendicants, Yogis
or Brahmchari. Some are Hindus and
some are Muslims, but all human
beings are One and the Same. The
Merciful Creator is the same Sustainer
of all and Compassionate. There is no
other god or goddess. Distinction is an
error and an illusion. One Lord is the
‘Enlightener of All’ living beings. )

Wars were foisted upon Guru Sahib by
the cruel Emperor of his time. In
“Zafar Nama”, his daring “Epistle of
Victory”, addressed to the Emperor,
Guru Sahib wrote : Since all my other
(peaceful) means have failed, my using
the “Sword” to safeguard the right of
worshipping my religion, is justified.
In his Shastar Nam Mala”, he praised
weapons for self-defense and for
protection of the meek. He fought and
won 14 battles against the tyrants and
saluted the ‘Strength of God’, as the
“Wielder of the Sword”.

oH B< % oH yZdUg |l

Bhagauti was a metaphor he used for
the Sword, not for any god or goddess
entrenched 1in the popular psyche.
‘Ardas’, the Prayer (by Guru Gobind
Singh Sahib), also starts with an
Invocation to the ‘Sword’, as a
‘Emblem of Strength’.
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fyeH zdist fanfe & a9 soa &t
fanrfe

God as “Wielder of Sword” was a
concept given earlier by Guru Har
Gobind Sahib, to fight against the
Moghuls to protect Dharma. He wore
two swords, one for morality of a
Saint, and the other for bravery of a
Soldier. Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib also
wielded the sword with astonishing
dexterity. Guru Nanak had warned
against wishful thoughts when
Moghuls invaded India. Priests recited
Mantras in the belief that the Moghuls
would become blind by their chanting.
It was the Moghuls’ swords that sealed
the fate of the weaklings.

T HarB & Inf vigT IS & ugeT
srfen 141

HA® USTET FE HITel I Hfg 3T ©
aret |

Khalsa, created by Guru Gobind
Singh Sahib as unflinching believers in
One God, and be armed to protect the
“Human Rights” of all. He glorified
“Kirpan” as One Supreme God’s
“Kirpa” (blessing). He prayed for a
“boon” to achieve victory in his battle
against  injustice. = Renunciation,
withdrawal, ritualism and austerities
are non-options.
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Miracles were being performed at that
time by pseudo-godmen (and women)
to impress their followers. Guru Sahib
rejected these. His ideal human being
was a Saint-Soldier, the embodiment of
moral and physical strength.

IHBH FITHS MTaH I9TH I IdT
TYH TJHEI II JIH I

g A9 fede & mts aHs 1 HEd
HBTK IHT it AT |l

(One Supreme and Absolute God alone
can perform miracles, eliminate
human bondages, and give boons of
Earth, Sky, and the entire Universe ).

Jogi Allah Yar Khan, a Sufi Saint, in
his poem, Mersiya (of 114 sestets),
describes what Guru Sahib said to his
sons in the battle of Chamkaur.

15
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Summary

Guru Gobind Singh Sahib’s universal
‘Concept of God’ is based on the
following principles.

1. Monotheism : One and only one
Supreme God. Rejection of all
forms of rituals, miracles,
polytheism and blind beliefs.

2. True Worship : Selfless Service
and compassionate  sharing
resources with others.

3. Saint-Soldier : With strength to
protect “Human Rights” of
oneself and others.

4. Weapons as the ‘Strength of
God’ can be used as a last resort
if all means for peace fail.

5. Love (with the Creator and His
creation) is the way to achieve
(understand) the Supreme God .

AY &4° 56 &g A8 fas gu
aig 35 It yz ufe€l
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= Sikhs’ Role in Netaji’s Indian National Army (INA) o=
e Dr Raja Balraj Singh, Calgary (Canada) o
o o
- W&
o&  As India celebrates its Republic Day, e
e every Indian’s mind goes back to the s
Vs sacrifices of the great patriots who Vs
NG i S
o¥a pioneered the freedom struggle. o¥a
i";“f Thousands of them who fought in the i";“f
ivf Azad Hind Fauj (Indian National ivf
R Army) were arrested in Singapore and R
3‘5;"@ Malaya by the British. They activated 3‘5;"@
5;,';'@ the spirit of a subjugated people. In 2‘0‘,';'@
g‘% 1942, the INA was set up under the g‘%
a leadership of Captain Mohan Singh at Goneral Monan Sinah o a
i"f Singapore. Netaji Subhas Chandra ° i";‘f
30;«5 Bose in 1943 turned it into a 30;«5
#»&  formidable army of more than 40,000 _ ' P
% soldiers, including Indian prisoners of In April 1944, Colonel Shaukat Malik P
= war (POW) and civilian volunteers of th_e INA .ralsed the Indian Flag in =
A belonging to different religions from Manipur. This bold act was a powerful s
?f several Asian countries. symbol of hope and Public Unity in 3‘»"'13
DY India. The trials of some prominent P
s’;‘,';'g 3 L INA leaders like Shah Nawaz Khan, s’;‘,';'g
= Netaji gave the call, “Give me blood, Prem Sahgal, and Sardar Gurbaksh =
- and I shall give you freedom!” inspired Singh Dhillon, were held by the Py
?v;«@ thousands to join the fight against British in Delhi in November 1945. 32‘,“
3»;«3 colonial Qppression. In Qctober 1943, These ignited a wave of outrage in the 3»"'«3
R he pr.oc.:lalmed the establishment of j[he country and strengthened India’s R
% Provisional Government of Azad Hind collective resolve to end of British P
= Fauj in Singapore, declaring war on colonial rule. Sikhs served as some of &2
v BI:I'Faln and their allies. The INA fought its earliest organizers, key P
ivf critical battles at Arakan, Burma an’d commanders and a disproportionately ivf
3;"13 Impha}. They under§<iored the INA’s large share of its fighting force. Their iv;f
NE commltment ‘to India's ffre.edom, for participation shaped the military e
= which they laid down their lives. strength of INA. =
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Role of Sikhs in the INA

Before Captain Mohan Singh was
captured by the Japanese, he
reorganized thousands of Indian
POWSs into a liberation army, laying
the groundwork for the Azad Hind
Fauj. With his initiative, the INA
gained unprecedented strength. Sikhs
formed a large proportion of the INA’s
soldiers,  far  exceeding  their
percentage in India’s population. Their
military training and discipline gave
the INA combat capability as several
prominent officers were Sikhs.

Sikh soldiers fought in all the key INA
campaigns under Neta ji Subhas
Chandra Bose. Their battlefield role
was crucial for the INA’s entry to India
militarily. Sikh women also joined an
all-women combat unit. They served
as soldiers, nurses, and support staff. It
was one of the world’s first female
infantry regiments. The participation
of Sikhs- men and women- raised the
INA’s morale. After the war, the Red
Fort trials of Dhillon, Sahgal, and
Khan by the British, triggered
nationwide protests, uniting Indians
across religious lines and accelerating
the end of British rule. Netaji’s Statue
was displayed in Amritsar as a lasting
memorial.

35

The Indian Army opposed INA’s
integration with Indian Army after
Independence. In 1963, the
government granted a modest financial
package to them. Initially they were
denied freedom fighter status and
pensions. Later, some of the INA
leaders were offered prominent roles.
Shah Nawaz Khan served as Minister
of State for Railways, Abid Hasan
became an ambassador, and Lakshmi
Sahgal, leader of the Rani of Jhansi
Regiment of INA, was honored.
However, the struggles mostly went
unrecognized. No memorials or
museums to honor the INA’s legacy
were set up, and history books did not
adequately include their sacrifices. In
2016, pensions for freedom fighters,
including INA veterans, were raised.

Every year, India must honor all
surviving INA soldiers and their
families at national, state, and district
levels. This  will not only
commemorate their sacrifices but also
preserve their inspiring legacy and
express our collective gratitude to
them. We should remember INA’s
patriots, like other soldiers. Only then
India can truly honour the spirit of the
freedom they fought for and won at
the cost of their lives.
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# Download on the
@& App Store

Announcing the “Japji Sahib Al Guide”

Sanjhi Virasat is honoured to introduce the Japji Sahib Al Guide, a calm, always-available voice
companion now released on the Apple App Store. This is seemingly the world’s first Al-powered guide
created specifically to help seekers reflect on Japji Sahib through simple, natural conversation.

From the time of Guru Nanak Sahib, Sikhi has encouraged learning, reason, and truthful living in every
sphere of life, not only within the walls of the gurdwara. Over history, the Panth has used the most
advanced tools of each era—Gurmukhi script, the printing press, Sikh newspapers and magazines, radio,
cassettes, and online broadcasts—to spread Guru Nanak’s bani widely and accurately. Today, we live in
an age of artificial intelligence, and Sikh scholars and educators are beginning to explore Al as a
respectful way to preserve heritage, translate and explain Gurbani, and support Sikh values for younger
generations. The Japji Sahib Al Guide follows in this tradition: it is a digital seva meant to sit alongside
paath, kirtan, katha, and sangat-based vichar—never to replace them in any way—by making it easier for
individuals to pause, ask, and think more deeply about Japji Sahib in daily life.

The app offers a Sikh-inspired voice agent trained on trusted explanations of Japji Sahib to give gentle,
conversational replies that support Gurbani vichar. It helps you return to the shabad, explore meanings,
and reflect on how Guru Nanak Sahib’s message speaks to real questions about work, family, study, and
inner life, without claiming to be a teacher or a substitute for Guru Granth Sahib Ji, katha, or sangat. For
now, the companion replies in English only. The volunteer team is working to develop a Punjabi-speaking
version with clear, respectful pronunciation and, with Guru’s kirpa, this will be offered once it is ready so
sangat can converse more fully in the language of Gurbani.

How to use the app

e Open the app and press the Call Agent button on the main screen to begin.

e Speak as you would to a trusted human companion or friend: ask your questions about Japji
Sahib, or mention a line or idea you want to understand better, in your own everyday language.

e The Al guide listens and then offers a calm, conversational response aimed at supporting your
vichar and gently bringing you back to Japji Sahib and its guidance.

A humble request to the sangat

This first version has been created by a small team of sevadaar-volunteers, and it will certainly have
limitations and mistakes; we sincerely ask your forgiveness for any shortcomings and warmly welcome
your feedback so that, with the sangat’s guidance, it can be improved. Please share the Japji Sahib Al
Guide with your friends, family members, and especially the younger generation who live on their
phones, and if you find it helpful, leave a rating and review on the Apple App Store—strong reviews help
this small project become more visible on this global platform, so that Guru Nanak’s bani can reach more
hearts in a new, Al-enabled way.
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https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/japji-sahib-ai-guide/id6755608927
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Interactions with Sikhs of Today
By Prof. Dr. Sukhmander Singh, Santa Clara University, USA
Reviewer
Prof. Dr. Surjit Singh Bhatti, Calgary, Canada

INTERACTIONS

WITH

SIBHS

Sikh Affairs have been a subject of
perennial interest among Indians and
people of other Faiths globally. It is not
due to their distinct appearance only.
Their approach to spiritual as well as
temporal issues is different. In their
process of evolution, they had to fight
for their existence in a hostile social
and political environment. This book
‘Interactions with Sikhs of Today’
explores Sikh History and Leadership
through Gurbani, the Teachings of
Sikh Gurus embodied in Sri Guru
Granth Sahib and the fight for their
rights by the relentless efforts of
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progressive thinkers like Sant Teja
Singh (1877-1965).

A central focus is Sant Teja Singh’s
influential work between 1906 and
1912, based on his education at leading
Western institutions. It highlights his
role in establishing Gurdwaras in
North America and the UK and also a
schools in India where spiritual
education is imparted along with latest
scientific education. The book
highlights his leadership in defending
Sikh civil rights and his contribution to
the intellectual foundation of the
Indian  Freedom, the  Ghadar
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Movement. However, this book by
Professor Dr. Sukhmander Singh,
addresses many other very issues
beyond history.

It 1s mainly concerned with
contemporary challenges within the
Sikh Panth, within as also outside
India. The Sikh diaspora feel highly
concerned about the turn of events due
to certain ~ recent  unhealthy
developments. The author highlights
these issues with a view to initiate a
constructive and healthy world-wide
discussion. But he rises above mere
diagnosis and identification of the
problems and the commonplace
criticism one finds in some other
books.

He is a scientist and offers positive and
practical solutions. The idea is to
ensure that this talented, avant-garde
community in future moves ahead in
the right direction. This is possible
through Collective Sikh Leadership
during  political and  religious
vicissitudes and mature Institutional
Governance of their representative
institutions. Today the need is to return
to collective wisdom as envisioned by
all Sikh Gurus, especially by Guru
Gobind Singh Ji. A blending of
spiritual  insight with  historical
analysis, this book is an essential read
for those interested in Sikh philosophy,
diaspora history, and ethical Sikh
leadership for their future.
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About the Author
(Dr Sukhmander Singh)

Dr Sukhmander Singh is B. Engg.
(Thapar Institute, Patiala), MS (IIT-
Delhi) and Ph.D. (University of
California, Berkeley, USA) and gained
eleven years of Industry Experience as
a Project Manager and Civil Engineer
(of Alyeska and Trans Alaska
Pipelines) and in Santa Barbara, before
joining Santa Clara University, USA,
as a Faculty Member. A Fellow of the
American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE), he is a Consultant of
prestigious US projects. Included in
“International Who’s Who”.

Dr Sukhmander Singh received the
President’s Special Award for his
dedicated services, and an Endowment
Professorship was established in his
name. He authored many technical
books and research papers and is
Editor of several technical journals,
besides two International Journals of
‘Religion in Society’ and
‘Environmental, Cultural, Economic
and  Social  Sustainability  of
Human Beings’. This book is a ‘must
read’ for all those who feel concerned
about the future of Sikhs, and the
universal impact of this progressive
community.
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