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Niagara Health’s New 
MRI Arrives



With this snapshot of the many lives you have touched and the many pieces of 
equipment you have brought to our local hospitals, we want to thank you and 
assure you that our work here is not done. With your help, we will continue 
bringing life-saving equipment to Niagara Health. 

If you were to ask us what inspires us to do this work, the answer is simple, 
it is you and your continued commitment to our local hospitals.

On behalf of our team at the Niagara Health Foundation and our Board of 
Directors, we thank you for your tireless support of the Niagara Health 
Foundation.

“What inspired your donation today?” is a question we ask all of our donors. 
As we reflect back on this past year, we decided to take a moment to look 
at some of your responses.  To us, reading what inspires your donations is a 
reminder that behind every gift, there is a story.

 “Niagara Health staff saved my little cousin’s life.”

 “Today is the last day of my cancer treatments and I wanted to take this  
                   opportunity to recognize all that you’ve done for me.”

 “My late husband’s dialysis treatments.”

Each time you decide to make a gift to the Niagara Health Foundation, it 
is because you care about our local hospitals.

Whether you rely on them yourself, have a loved one who needs care, or you 
view local healthcare as an important investment in your community – your 
gifts come from a place of kindness, generosity and gratitude, and we are 
humbled by your loyal support.

We hope that reading this report will serve as a reminder to you that 
your gifts and support have a direct impact on patients and healthcare 
workers here in our communities. You will read about Chelsea, Alan, Sarah 
and Richard – people who experienced first-hand how important it is that our 
local hospitals have the tools they need.

You will also see some of the state-of-the-art equipment that was purchased 
this past year, thanks to our incredible community of generous donors.

Andrea Scott
President & CEO

Niagara Health Foundation

Kevin Wilson
Board Chair

Niagara Health Foundation

GRATEFUL FOR YOU



When you make a donation to the Niagara Health Foundation, you invest in our local hospitals. Thanks to your support, our healthcare workers have the tools 
they need to treat and diagnose thousands of people from all across our region who come to Niagara Health looking for help.

BY THE NUMBERS



LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT, BECAUSE OF YOU

Bladder scanners are used across several Bladder scanners are used across several 
departments across Niagara Health. These departments across Niagara Health. These 
specialized ultrasound devices measure the specialized ultrasound devices measure the 
contents of a patient’s bladder, which is often contents of a patient’s bladder, which is often 
crucial following surgeries or giving birth. crucial following surgeries or giving birth. 

Because of you, 29 new bladder scanners Because of you, 29 new bladder scanners 
have been purchased. have been purchased. This new technology This new technology 
means significant improvements for our means significant improvements for our 
healthcare workers, who can get images faster healthcare workers, who can get images faster 
and easier thanks to this new equipment. and easier thanks to this new equipment. 

BLADDER SCANNERS
Because of you, a much-needed new Because of you, a much-needed new 
fluoroscopy table for the Vascular fluoroscopy table for the Vascular 
Surgery department has been purchased.Surgery department has been purchased.  
Having an additional operating table Having an additional operating table 
increases the number of vascular surgeries increases the number of vascular surgeries 
that can take place at Niagara Health. that can take place at Niagara Health. 
  
Vascular Surgeon Dr. Craig Durant is grateful Vascular Surgeon Dr. Craig Durant is grateful 
for everyone who chooses to donate to the for everyone who chooses to donate to the 
Niagara Health Foundation, “I hope donors Niagara Health Foundation, “I hope donors 
can see how their support makes a huge can see how their support makes a huge 
difference for patient care.”difference for patient care.”

$102,000 WAS 
RAISED
FOR AN X-RAY
IMAGING TABLE

Computed tomography, commonly known Computed tomography, commonly known 
as CT, is an important diagnostic tool that as CT, is an important diagnostic tool that 
shows detailed images of any part of the shows detailed images of any part of the 
body, including bones, muscles, fat, organs body, including bones, muscles, fat, organs 
and blood vessels.and blood vessels.

Because of you, Niagara Health will be Because of you, Niagara Health will be 
able to purchase a new CT scanner for our able to purchase a new CT scanner for our 
Welland hospital this year.Welland hospital this year.
Upgrading the scanner will improve reliability Upgrading the scanner will improve reliability 
and have a direct impact on patient care. and have a direct impact on patient care. 

$1,900,000
WAS RAISED
FOR A CT SCANNER

$590,814 WAS 
RAISED FOR
TWENTY-NINE
BLADDER SCANNERS

CT SCANNER X-RAY IMAGING TABLE



One of the highlights of our past year at the Niagara Health 
Foundation was the arrival of two MRI machines at the Marotta 
Family Hospital in St. Catharines. 

After years of fundraising and delays due to the pandemic, it 
was an exciting day for the team at Niagara Health when these 
new MRIs arrived. Transporting them into the hospital and 
getting them installed was a logistical challenge which took 
careful planning. Thankfully, everything went smoothly and we 
just cannot thank you enough for making this a reality.

Thanks to your commitment and tireless support, people 
from all across Niagara who are waiting for a scan have 
shorter wait times and access to state-of-the-art machines 
that are equipped with the latest technology and software.  

We also want to extend our deepest gratitude to the 550+ 
community donors, especially Tom Rankin and Barb Cornelius, 
who both played an integral role in raising the funds needed 
for this new equipment, through their own contributions and 
outreach.

The two new MRI machines are an example of what we can 
achieve when we all come together for our local hospitals.

NEW MRI MACHINES ARE INSTALLED

Watch the video of the new MRI’s delivery and 
installation at NiagaraHealthFoundation.com/MRI 



If you were to meet Chelsea today, you would never know the journey she 
has been through. When she was 23 years old, Chelsea came to the New Port 
Centre (NPC) in Port Colborne, one of Niagara Health’s Addiction Recovery 
Services.

The New Port Centre offers residential treatment to help people overcome 
substance use and Chelsea’s time there saved her life. The support she 
found at the NPC and the tools she was introduced to helped her out of the 
darkness of alcoholism. It showed her that recovery is a process and she didn’t 
have to do it on her own.

Chelsea proudly celebrated 12 years of sobriety last December.

“I will always remember the NPC as the place where it started. It’s where it 
started for me, how I’ve gotten the life I have today. My home, my career, the 
relationships with my friends, my family, myself – it all happened because of 
this facility.”

Nine years ago, Alan was given news that would change his life forever. 
“My doctor told me that my kidney was failing and that I would need 
dialysis treatment,” Alan remembers. “That was quite a shock.”

Alan makes his way to the dialysis clinic at Niagara Health three times 
a week. At first, his body didn’t adjust to dialysis easily “but the nurses 
and doctors – they got me through it.” He is grateful for his physician, 
Dr. Quinn, and the clinic’s team.

“The nurses are really, really friendly, I can’t say enough about 
them. They have been wonderful to me.”
As a way of expressing their appreciation, Alan and his wife support the 
Niagara Health Foundation by making donations and buying tickets for 
the community lottery. “I appreciate the staff at the hospital so much 
and they need our funding, so we try to give what we can.”

“Niagara Health’s New Port Centre changed 
my entire life.” -Chelsea

“On my days off, we live a normal life, and it’s 
thanks to dialysis.” -Alan

YOUR DONATION HAS IMPACTED THE LIVES OF

Alan  |  Kidney CareChelsea  |  Mental Health & Addictions



Last fall, our Big Move Cancer Ride celebrated its 15-year anniversary and we 
are grateful for the many riders who chose to share their stories with us. One 
of them was Sarah, a past participant who returned to the ride after a long 
break to celebrate her own milestone - being cancer-free for 15 years.

Sarah first started riding in the Big Move after her own battle with breast 
cancer, “but I got to a point where I wanted to distance myself from the cancer 
thing.”

As much as she wanted a break from the event and everything that reminded 
her of her diagnosis, each time she heard from someone who was diagnosed 
with cancer, the ride would be back on her mind. “I would think – I have to 
do this again because I’m still here.”

Sarah decided that 2023 was her year to return to the Big Move, raising more 
than $1000 for the Walker Family Cancer Centre. “It may sound cliché, but I 
ride for those who can’t.” 

In November 2023, Richard experienced a serious seizure. “My wife found me 
in front of the TV, already unconscious. She called 911 and I was rushed to the 
St. Catharines Hospital.”

Richard was unconscious for more than 30 hours. “I have never had a seizure 
and other than this recent unexplained event I have never been admitted to 
a hospital.” Richard spent eight days in the hospital before being discharged.

“Every staff member, the doctors, nurses, specialists and hospital support 
staff, were thoughtful, accommodating, personable, and genuinely engaged 
in their duties. I was impressed and pleased with the professionalism and 
dedication of everyone at Niagara Health.” 

To express his gratitude, Richard made a donation to the Niagara Health 
Foundation. “Please accept my sincerest thanks for all of the care that you 
gave to me and for the support you gave to my family.”

“I want to express my gratitude for the excellent 
care I received during each day of my stay.” -Richard 

“I was able to see first-hand that there was a big need 
for funding and more equipment.”  -Sarah

THOUSANDS OF PATIENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Sarah  |  Walker Family Cancer Centre Richard  |  Neurology



This past year, we took a monumental step forward in local healthcare 
as the Marotta family pledged a transformational $15-million gift to the 
St. Catharines hospital.

After touring the hospital, Angela Marotta and Melissa Marotta-Paolicelli 
were moved to contribute to the improvements and expansion of the 
healthcare services within the hospital. The Marotta family’s generous 
donation will significantly impact the future of care at the St. Catharines 
hospital, fostering innovation, enhancing services and vitally-needed 
equipment upgrades that will benefit our community for generations 
to come.

In recognition of the gift, the hospital has been named the Marotta 
Family Hospital in St. Catharines. This gesture underscores the 
incredible philanthropic gifts the Marotta family has made across 
Niagara’s healthcare, education and non-profit sectors. In April 2023, the 
Marotta family committed $10 million to the It’s Our Future campaign in 
support of the new South Niagara hospital.

“This beautiful hospital plays a crucial role in providing essential 
healthcare services, and it is an honour for our family to be able to 
give back in this way as it represents what is most important to us – 
the health and well-being of family and the ones you care about.” 

- Angela Marotta and Melissa Marotta-Paolicelli     ..              

The St. Catharines hospital opened in March 2013 and stands as a 
cornerstone of healthcare excellence in Niagara. It is home to Centres 
of Excellence in Cancer Care, Cardiac Care, Kidney Care, Mental Health 
Services and Women & Babies. The opening of the St. Catharines hospital 
meant Niagara residents no longer needed to travel out of region for 
a number of treatments, including those for cancer, cardiology and 
neonatal care. The hospital continues to be a vital resource for our 
community’s well-being.

“Having such a close connection to the Niagara region, as a family, we 
know the positive impact this donation will have on the health and 
well-being of the community,” explain Angela Marotta and Melissa 
Marotta-Paolicelli.

“The Marotta family has planted roots here in Niagara and 
nurtured a legacy of compassion. Their incredible donation to 
the St. Catharines hospital is not just a gift, it’s a testament to 
their unwavering commitment to elevate local healthcare for all 
of Niagara,” says Andrea Scott, President & CEO of Niagara Health 
Foundation.

“The Niagara Health Foundation is profoundly thankful for their 
generous spirit, which goes beyond monetary support. Getting to know 
this remarkable family has been a privilege, and their continuous impact 
on our efforts to enhance healthcare in the region is immeasurable.”

MAROTTA FAMILY HOSPITAL

Angela Marotta, Andrea Scott and Melissa Marotta-Paolicelli 
celebrate the transformational gift



SOUTH NIAGARA HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Momentum for the South Niagara Hospital 
project has been incredible since the 
groundbreaking ceremony and start of 
construction last July. EllisDon Infrastructure 
Healthcare has construction moving along 
at an exciting pace, their teams have 
completed the excavation and foundation 
for the basement level. Elevator shafts and 
stairwells are taking shape, and more than 75% 
of the underground work has been completed, 
including stormwater and sanitary sewers, 
waterlines and electrical.

Construction moved above ground level, in 
May 2024, as work began on the superstructure. 
Over the next two years, you can watch the 
building grow floor by floor until it reaches its 
12-storey peak, at an impressive 61-metres 
tall. 

Because of you, this project is on track 
for completion in 2028. Thanks to your 
support we have now reached over $62 
million in pledges for the new hospital.  
We are incredibly grateful to all of the 
generous donors who invested in the It’s Our 
Future campaign this past year. 

IT ’S OU R
FUTURE

$ 6 2  M I L L I O N 
I N  P L E D G E D  G I F T S

Ground is broken at the South Niagara 
Hospital - July 2023

Spectators view model of new hospital 
on display at groundbreaking event.

Construction of the new hospital begins to take shape - 1.3 million square feet of care



This list is comprised of donors, private foundations and organizations 
contributing to and supporting Niagara Health Foundation with gifts of $1,000 
or more between June 1, 2023 to May 31, 2024.THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

$500,000+

Business Success & Loan Centre 
Fort Erie
Spencer Fox & Family
Milomir & Armelina Glavcic
Benny Marotta & Family
John McCall MacBain & Family
Harry N. Oakes & Family
Jim Pattison
The Rankin Family
The River Realty Foundation
Greg & Diane Slaight
Alfredo & Mary Varalli

$100,000 - $499,999
Angelo Butera & Family
Domenic DiLalla & Family
The Katz Family
Niagara Community Foundation
St. Catharines Hospital Auxiliary
The Walker Family
Welland Hospital Auxiliary
In loving memory of Isobel Wilson
Robert & Elise Yip
Tony & Connie Zappitelli & Family

$25,000 - $99,999
Nick Altieri and Family
The Bull Family
In Memory of Charlie Burland
The Byl Family
The Cullen Family
David & Ella Dick, Niagara Motors 
Limited
In Memory of Dorothy & Bernie Hay
The Henderson Family
Hilton Hotel & Suites
Ed Melna and Family
Precise ParkLink

RBC Foundation
Sleep Cheap Charities Reap
The Sottile Families
University of Niagara Falls 
Mitch Williams
Sherman Zavitz

$10,000 - $24,999
Bosch Rexroth Canada
Canadian Niagara Hotels
Elizabeth Apts
Mario Ferrara & Annabel Kennedy
Ida & Bob Gale Sr. Community Fund
Jordan Poultry Services Limited
Knights of Columbus - Hennepin 
Council #1652
Joseph & Yvette Kushner
John Larkin
The David Gregory MacKinnon 
Memorial Foundation
McMillan Family Foundation
Marcella & Vincent McNamara
Niagara Falls Bridge Commission
Eleanor O
The Ontario Paper Thorold 
Foundation
Sandra Schmirler Foundation
The Trabucco Family -  Artcraft 
Kitchens
Gordon Wright Electric Limited

$5,000 - $9,999
Ann Atamanuk
John Brown
William Buchanan
Dr. Helen Caetano
Joseph Capitano
Casa Dante Lodge #19
Satish Chawla Medicine
CLA-VAL Canada Corp.

Marlene & William Connacher
The Fiera Capital Foundation
Fleming Foundation
Rose Fuca
Lawrence Hay
Marsha Hay-McCutcheon
Suhas & Sangeeta Joshi Medicine 
Professional Corporation
Kiwanis Club of Stamford
D. Koutsogiannis Medicine 
Professional Corporation
Nikola Krkljus
Maria Ligotti
Lions Club of Chippawa
Lions Club of Fenwick
Trudy Lutters
Kevin McFadgen
Antonio & Sandra Miele
Robert & Patricia Neill
Sang Nguyen
Niagara-on-the-Lake Healthcare 
Foundation
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #613
Dr. Rafi Setrak & Nayri Betook
Al & May Simpson
Peter Warrack & Bonita Cawker
Michael Washuta & June 
Mackinnon
George & Violet Yerich and Family
Karl Yip

$1,000 - $4,999
Sara Adi
Agrapides Poultry
Alltech Automotive
James & Jayne Amadio
Howard Anderson
Michael and Patricia Arghittu
Michael Armstrong
Richard Atherton

Roy & Helen Bankert
Bank of Montreal
Pauline Bauman
Bayview Flowers
Conrad Beauchamp
Brian Bentz
Mary Berak
Eric & Marlies Berg
John & Linda Beyer
Vito Bigioni
Nellie Blundell
Jennifer Bonato
Dr. Anthony & Rosa Bonifacio
Michael & Yola Bonomi
Betty & Ayden Boutilier - In 
memory of Betty Kelly
Paul Bright & Kristine Nash
Adrian & Constance Buis
Jason & Lisa Burgess
David Butler
Fred & Maureen Cade
Tim & Allison Caughey
Chedoke Animal Hospital
Heather Churchill
Dr. Tony Cianfarani
Maria Cline
Club Richelieu
Roy & Marilyn Comfort
Complete Comfort Niagara
Dr. Michael & Margaret Connolly
Michael J. Connolly Medical 
Professional Corporation
Joseph Contini
The Co-operators
Frank Crkon
Croatian National Home
Lorena Crockett
Irfan Daya
Dr. David and Carol Dec



Joanne Della Ventura
Linda Dennison
Patrick Devine Professional 
Corporation
Tish Dibellonia
Sophie Dobrucki
Richard Douglas & Kimberly 
Mulroney
Downtown Dental Centre
George & Joan Dunn
Duomax Developments Limited
Lana Duong & Joel Jodoin
Dr. Gervan Fearon
Garry Fellows
Victor & Patricia Ferguson
Stephen Finkelstein
James Fishbach
Shawn & Ann Marie Fitzgerald
Fonthill Lioness Club
Angeline Galotta
Wayne Gates & Rita DeLuca-Gates
Marilyn Gennings
Robert Golfi
Leanna Gourgon
Jennifer Graham
Michael & Michelle Grocholsky
Lynn Guerriero
Terence Hall
In memory of Mary & Tim Harris
R. Scott & Ulla Hawkes
Charles & Sandra Headey
Gerd & Sylvia Heidebrecht
Katherine & Jacob Hildebrand and 
Family
Bill & Marilyn Hinton
Nicholas Holmes
Naushad Hoosen Medical 
Professional Corporation
Hospitality Fallsview Holdings Inc.
Bob & Susan Ann Hoxie
Bernhard Huber
Hydro One
Jan & Erika Jaluvka
John Kaethler

Barbara A. Kaine
Yvonne Kala
Pamela Kapend & Arjen van 
Eekelen
Margaret Keighan
Knights of Columbus #1394
Konkle Plumbing and Heating Inc.
Stephanie Hay
Brian Kuypers
Dorothy Langguth
Leslie Leon
L.J. Walters Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Rocky Limoncelli
Berthe Lowe
Tom & Susan Lucas
Maple Leaf Collision Centre
Shahrukh Mian
Dr. James & Susan Miles
Adrian Minor
Hardish Momi
Thomas & Sharon Mooney
Robert Morley
Joyce & John Morocco
Gayle Morris
Dr. Andrea Mosher
Isabelle & Joseph Muracco
Shaila Nadkarni-Bhide
Halina Napieraj - In loving memory 
of Henryka & John Napieraj
Griffin Neill-Morabito
Richard Nelson
William Nestorovich
Niagara Lamplighters
Fred Nishimura
Shirley-Anne Ogilvie
Paul & Rita Olah
Marylee O’Neill and The Houghton 
Family
Alex Paolone
Richard & Myra Parker
Christine Parkinson
PartnerRe
Mona Patel

Fiona Peacefull
Holly Piper
Prime Way Group
Anne Prytula
Peter & Kathleen Reimer
Bella Roddy
Jeffery Rollins
Robert Rowe & Mary Nestorovich
Dr. Madan Roy Medicine
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #4
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #479
Sam Russo & Heather Paterson
Bob & Sue Ruttan
Jack Schoenmakers
Diana Scholtens
Ira Schreck
Bruce Sewell
Grant & Monica Simmie
William & Marsha Somerville
Spring Creek Carriers Inc.
Helen Staal
Celestina Stanziano
Mary Lou Stoodley
John Tarnowski
Richard & Linda Taylor
Senthil Thiyagarajan Medicine 
Professional Corporation
Janice Thomson
Jaspreet Toor
Dr. Jennifer Tsang
Donald & Carol Tubbe
Steve & Diane Tukonic
Shelagh Twist
United Way Niagara
Uwaifo Medicine Professional 
Cooperation
Lou & Heather Valvasori
Earl & Marilyn Vanderburg
Larry & Marilyn Vann
Jorge & Sarah Vazquez
David Vilim
Wainfleet Congregational Christian 
Church

Linda M. Walters
Waters Meredith & Partners LLP
Craig Weaver
Dr. Michael & Marion Whittaker
Agnes Wieler
Erwin Wiens & Dorothy Soo-Wiens
Gerald Wolsey
Wormald Masse Keen Lopinski LLP
David Yip
Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park Camp 
Resort Niagara Falls
Angelo & Carrie Zeffiro
Conrad Zurini

 
 
      
We are pleased to share the launch 
of our Niagara Health Foundation 
Legacy Society this past year.

The Niagara Health Foundation 
Legacy Society was created to 
honour and celebrate individuals 
who have chosen to shape the future 
of healthcare by including Niagara 
Health in their estate planning.

Please reach out to us if you would 
like to learn more about this 
wonderful program. We want to 
express our heartfelt gratitude for 
the following legacy gifts:

Estate of Robert Beach
Estate of Gloria Clayton
Estate of Raymond & Irene May 
Gladwell
Christine Kean
Estate of Norman Charles 
Opperman
In Memory of Bill and Cheryl Potter
In Memory of Edward & Mary 
Walters
Anonymous (2)

Niagara Health Foundation
Legacy Society



905-323-FUND (3863)   |   foundation@niagarahealth.on.ca   |    NiagaraHealthFoundation.com

Thank you for your generous support!


