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A perfect setting
for everyday stories!
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VIRGO PANEL PRODUCTS
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Wood & Weave - Liner Laminates B RC-Lam Lamiante - 0.72 Texture Laminates
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Driven by Quality
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Panel Industry Facing Challenges

The panel industry is facing one of its
most challenging phases, marked by a
mixtureof adverse factorsthat havedisrupted
itsoperations and profitability. From plywood
andlaminates to MDF and particle boards, the
entire sector is coping with significant trade
problems that have intensified in the months
following Diwali.

The rotation of money in the market
has tightened considerably, putting
businesses under financial strain. Demand
has gone down while supply continues to rise
unabated, creating a stark imbalance.
Compounding this issue, raw material costs
have surged, but selling prices remain
subdued, leaving manufacturers with
squeezed margins., The burden of high
interest rates further troubles business
owners, making financial management an
uphilltask.

Labour shortages have added another
layer of complexity, affecting production
schedules and output. Retailers too, are
struggling, with defaults increasing. This has
disrupted the supply chain and left
manufacturers with rising inventory and
delayed payments,aggravating their cashflow
problems.

The situation is unitormly grim across

all segments of the panel industry. While new
MDF plants are incurring cash losses, particle
boards are battling a similarly precarious
financial position. Laminates and plywood
manufacturers face parallel challenges, with
rising expenses for exhibitions and
promotional activities adding to their woes.
Despite these efforts, the market remains not
sowarm, with fewer workingdaysand thecold
weather in North India further dampening
productivity.

Despite the current bleak scenario,
there is hope on the horizon. Many industry
stakeholders believe that the implementation
of Quality Control Orders (QCO) in the next
financial yearcould bring aboutmuch-needed
improvements, Stricter quality standards and
regulatory measures might stabilise the
market and provide a platform for recovery.
Until then, businesses must weather this
storm with resilience, innovation, and
prudent financialmanagement.

The panel industry stands at a
crossroads, hoping for a turnaround that will
enable it to reclaim its position as a vital
contributor to the economy. The coming
months will reveal more, but with collective
effort and strategic interventions, recovery is
withinreach.
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Haryana Plywood Manufacturer’s

Association (HPMA) And Kandla
Timber Association (KTA)
Announces Plywood Price Hike

The plywood and allied industries
are set towitness animmediate price hike as
key associations respond to escalating raw
material costs. The Harvana Plywood
Manufacturers’ Association (HPMA) has
implemented a 5% increase in the rates of all
plywood, block boards, and flush doors
following a decision made during its
Executive Committee meeting on 18th
December, 2024, at the Gymkhana Club.
This adjustment reflects rising production
expenses due to the soaring costs of wood,
fuel, and formaldehyde, ensuring continued

operational efficiency and quality
standards.
Similarly, the Kandla Timber

Association (KTA), representing timber

importers, traders, and plywood

manufacturers, has also announced a price

adjustment effective from 18th December,
2024. During a meeting held on 17th
December, 2024, at Timber Bhavan,
Gandhidham, the KTA approved a 5% rate
increase for plywood and a Rs. 3 per square
foot increment for block boards and flush
doors. The decision comes in response to
heightened timber, resin, and labour costs,
aimed at sustaining the industry's viability
and delivering quality products to
consumers.

These unified actions by HPMA and
KTA underscore the challenges posed by
rising raw material costs. Both associations
are committed to adapting to market
pressures while maintaining industry
standards and safeguarding the long-term
sustainability oftheiroperations.
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Thin MDF Prices Rise by 4-5%

The rising timber prices in India are
driving up the cost of thin MDF. with prices
rising by up to 5% across thicknesses ranging
from 1.9mm to 6mm. Market trends and pricing
studies indicate that while the thin MDF
segment is experiencing a surge in demand,
resulting in price acceptance, the thicker MDF
range continuestofaceasupplypush.

The ongoing festive and marriage
seasons have fuelled steady demand for thin
MDF, particularly in sectors such as gifting,
sports, framing, and décor. The use of pre-
laminated thin MDF has seen a rise in
applications for furniture and interior design,
including wardrobes, almirahs, and bedside
tables. An added factor contributing to this
growth is the shift from importing thin MDF to
increasing local production, which has been

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIAL
FOR YOUR HOME,

CHOOSE BHUTAN TUFF

steadilycatchingup.

Until recently, India relied heavily on
imports to meet its demand for thin MDF, while
domestic production was limited. However, the
introduction of Conti roll lines by local
manufacturers has significantly bolstered the
supply of thin MDF. Key players like Century
Prowud, Action Tesa, Rushil Decor, Pioneer and
Green Panel are now supplying both plain and
pre-laminated thin MDF, contributing to
marketstability.

Additionally, the export of MDF by
Indian producers to international markets has
helped achieve a more balanced supply-
demand equilibrium within the local market.
This shift has not only supported the domestic
sector but also contributed to a more consistent
availabilityofthin MDF inIndia.

Bhutantuff_ @F)
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Morbi and Rajkot - Gujarat’s
Laminates Powerhouse

Nestled in the vibrant state ol Gujarat,
the city of Morbi is popular as India’s "ceramic
city." However, alongside its dominance in
ceramics, Morbihasalsocarved anicheforitself
in the laminates industry. What began 25-30
yearsagowithjusttwomanufacturingunits has
grown into a sprawling industrial sector,
making Morbi synonymous with laminates
production.

Thejourneyoflaminates manufacturing
in Morbi post-2016, with an
extraordinary rise in the number of operational
units. By 2016, there were approximately 12
laminates units in Morbi. However, in just eight

started

years, this number has tripled, with around 42
factories now operating in Morbi and its
surrounding areas. An additional 8-9 factories
are running in nearby Rajkot, reflecting the
region'sgrowing prominenceinthesector.

The Morbi-Rajkot belt stands out in
India for its concentration of laminates units.
Interestingly, whiletheolder factoriesdateback
several decades, many of the newer facilities
have commenced production within the past
decade. Despite this growth, only about 10
factories in Morbi have more than one press, a
distinguishing factor compared to other
regions. Expansion plans in the region often
involve establishing new units under separate
names,atrendthatisreflectedinRajkot.

While Morbiand Rajkot collectively host
around 50-52 laminates manufacturing units,
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the press daylight capacity, the measure of
output, is comparatively lower than other
regions. This unique characteristic shapes the
market focus of the manufacturers. The
products primarily cater to Central and South
India, where demand for laminates in 0.92 mm
and 1 mm thickness is high. In contrast, the
North Indian market prefers 0.8 mm laminates,
resulting in limited supply from Morbi and
Rajkot to the northern states due to higher
transportationcosts andlongerdeliverytimes.

Yet, the region has an advantage. As a
hub for the ceramics industry, Morbi benefits
from an extensive network of transporters,
ensuring timely and cost-effective delivery to
markets. This logistical convenience has
enabled local manufacturers to expand their
footprint even to far-reaching markets,
including someinNorth India.

Manufacturers in Morbi and Rajkot are
steadfast in their commitment to quality.
Rather than engaging in direct competition
with each other, they focus on outperforming
producers from other regions. The North India
market, in particular, serves as a significant
benchmark for many laminates manufacturers
here.

Products range from the commonly
demanded 092 mm and 1 mm laminates to
thicker varieties of 2-3 mm, which are also
exported as commercial laminates. This
versatility ensures that manufacturers cater to



& WO0ODSTOCK

MIRROR FINISH SHUTTERING PLYWOQD

MIRROR
FINISH

Vi
. At

MAXIMUM
l REPETITION

HARYANA WOOD PRODUCTS Scan here for more information

Works : Village Mukarabpur, Email : haryanawood@woodstock.co.in ofdo
Chhachhrauli Road, Jagadhri - 135 001 Web. : www.woodstock.co.in "'J: j"" Contact : "E;'L"

Distt, Yamuna Nagar (Haryana) OF 99928-99963 jEX:



diverse markets and maintain a competitive
edge.

Atulbhai of Bell Laminates emphasises
the importance of maintaining quality across
allproductranges,astrategy thathasearned his
unitastrongreputation.

Similarly Anandbhai of
Laminates highlights the focus on 1 mm
thickness laminates, which align with market
demands.

Monal

Javdeepbhai of Nelson Laminates notes
that the robust network of transporters has
significantly eased the process ol supplying
goods to North India. "Today, we are able to
reach new markets efficiently and at lower
costs," he shares, underlining the role of
logisticsinexpanding marketreach.

Morbi and Rajkot's laminates industry
continues to driven by

grow, quality,

innovation, and efficient logistics.
Manufacturers are now exploring waystosetup
stock points in North India to improve
accessibility and streamline operations. With
its strong foundation and forward-looking
approach, this industrial hub is poised to

reinforce its position as a key player in India’s

laminatessector,

From a humble beginning with just two
units, the laminates industry in Morbi and
Rajkot has blossomed into a story of relentless
growth and unyielding commitment to
excellence. As this dynamic sector evolves, it
not only meets the demands of Indian markets
but also strengthens its identity as a
powerhouseofquality and reliability.
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BIS to Enhance Collaboration with
Industry for Advancing Standards

The Bureau of Indian Standards (RBIS)
has announced a follow-up meeting with
industry associations to enhance collaboration
and streamline the development and
implementation of Indian Standards.
Scheduled for Friday, 29th November 2024,
under the chairmanship of Pramod Kumar
Tiwari, the Director General of BIS. The meeting
aims to discuss several key points to improve
coordinationbetween BISand theindustry.

The
strengthening  the
Standardisation Cells

discussions will focus on
functioning  of
within industry
associations to ensure better alignment with
BIS. A primary focus will be the nomination of
Chief Standardisation Officers by large and
medium industries to act as nodal points for all
standardisation-related activities, fostering
moreeffective coordination with BIS.

Another crucial topic will be the
development of indigenous Indian Standards
for consumer products, aimed at meeting local
needs and enhancing trust in domestic goods.
Industry participation in BIS technical
committees will also be emphasised, with
industries encouraged to identify emerging
areas for new standards and actively contribute
to the drafting of documents for standard
development. This will ensure that the
standardsremainrelevantand practical.

The meeting will also highlight the need
for industries to take a proactive role in
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reviewing and updating standards in line with
technological advancements. The industry will
be encouraged to address gaps in current
standards and eliminate outdated practices.
Additionally, there will be discussions on the
development of sector-specific codes of
practice for sustainability, drawing from the
bestpracticeswithintheindustry.

Training needs for quality control and
management personnel will be identified to
enable BIS to create targeted capacity-building
programmes. Furthermore, industries will be
encouraged to highlight product conformity to
Indian Standards in their promotional
advertisements, helping to build consumer
confidence and promotequality assurance.

BIS also aims to focus on the
unorganised sectors by identifying areas for
targeted interventions to improve efficiency
and reliability. The meeting will explore ways to
leverage BIS digital platforms, including the BIS
Care app. to encourage active participation,
access information, and report complaints
regarding QCO non-compliance and misuse of
BISmarks.

Finally, the meeting will cover the
nomination of experts to represent Indian
industry  interests in  international
standardisation efforts. The goal is to ensure
that Indias needs and priorities are well-
represented in the global standardisation
landscape.
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Government Tackles Non-Tarift
Barriers for Exporters

Inasignificantsteptosupportexporters,
the government is devising a strategy to tackle
non-tariff barriers (NTBs) that impede
international trade. By forming a dedicated
committee and planningthelaunchofanonline
portal, authorities aim to streamline the
process of identitying and resolving these
barriers.

Non-tariff barriers, unlike traditional
tariffsorduties.encompass arange of measures
such as documentation procedures, import
restrictions, seasonal duties, tariff rate quotas,
and public procurement practices. These are
often seen as discriminatory against imports
andcantakeyearstoresolve,

The timing of this initiative is crucial, as
India negotiates free-trade agreements (FTAs)
with several developed economies. Non-tariff
measures, especially those related to
environmental and sustainability norms, have
emerged as significant hurdles for Indian
exportersinthesediscussions.

A committee has been established to
analyse the various barriers faced by exporters.
[ts mandate includes determining whether the
regulations imposed by trade partners align
with World Trade Organization (WTO) rules or
if adjustments are required on India’s end to

address these challenges. The committee will
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also review past objections raised by India and
assess whether similar norms are adhered toby
othercountries.

The government has identified between
100 and 200 non-tariff barriers affecting Indian
exports and is currently compiling trade data.
To facilitate communication and expedite
resolution, an online portal is set to launch in
thecomingmonths.

The portal will serve as a platform for
exporters to report non-tariff barriers, helping
determine if these challenges are WTO-
compliant and whether they affect specific
companies or multiple stakeholders. It will also
provide insights into the history and frequency
of such barriers, documenting how often they
havebeendiscussed withtrade partners.

Additionally, the portal will act as a
tracking system, allowing stakcholders to
monitor progress in addressing theseissues. By
combining detailed analysis with accessible
reporting tools, the government aims to reduce
exporters” woes and ensure smoother trade
operationsinacompetitiveglobalmarket.

With this proactive approach, India
hopes to not only enhance trade relations but
also strengthen its position in the evolving

landscapeofinternational commerce.
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Rushil Decor Gears Up
for Strong FY26 Growth

with Strategic Expansions

Rushil Decor Limited is charting a new
path to growth with a series of strategic initiatives
aimed at broadening i1ts market reach and product
offerings. The company has announced ambitious
plans, including the launch of its Jumbo Laminate
Project and an entry into the plywood industry,
both of which signal its intent to solidify its
position 1n the decorative surfaces market.

Jumbo Laminate Project: A Bold Step Forward

Set to begin operations in Gandhinagar by
the end of FY2025, the Jumbo Laminate Project
marks a significant milestone for Rushil Decor.
Despite minor delays caused by supply chain
challenges and adverse weather conditions, the
plant 1s on track to deliver impressive production
capacity. Once fully operational, it will produce
approximately 25 lakh sheets annually, catering to
the growing demand for thicker-format decorative
laminates.

The company i1s targeting export markets,
particularly in the USA and Europe, where
demand for jumbo laminates is on the rise. To
ensure success, Rushil Decor has begun building a
strong sales and marketing network, hiring
distributors, and recruiting talent to establish a
firm foothold in these regions.

Venturing Into Plywood: Strengthening
Domestic Presence

As part of its diversification strategy,
Rushil Decor 1s making a strategic entry into the
plywood market, focusing exclusively on the
Indian market.

40 | DECEMBER 2024 PLY GAZETTE

By offering a comprehensive range of
wood panel products, the company aims to create
synergies across its product lines and unlock
cross-selling opportunities. This move not only
strengthens its portfolio but also enhances its
value proposition to distributors and end-users.

Driving Sustainable Growth

Commenting on the company's outlook,
Managing Director Rushil Thakkar expressed
confidence 1n the initiatives. "Our strategic
expansions, including the imminent launch of the
Jumbo Laminate Project and our entry into
plywood, position us to deliver sustainable growth
in FY2026. With a focus on capacity expansion,
market-driven strategies, and long-term value
creation, we remain committed to meeting the
evolving needs of our stakeholders.”

A Promising Future

Rushil Decor's proactive approach to
exploring new markets and diversifying its
offerings demonstrates its commitment to staying
ahead in the competitive decorative surfaces
industry. With i1ts strong focus on quality,
sustainability, and innovation, the company 1s
poised to capture significant growth opportunities
In the coming years.
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Birmi Group

Unveiling of Treelab MDF

Recently, the Birmi Group
unveiled their latest innovation,
Treelab MDF. This launch marked
a significant step in enhancing
their product portfolio, renowned
for their commitment to quality
and innovation in the wood panel
industry.

Treelab MDF promisestobe
a game-changer in the market,
combining cutting-edge
technology with the renowned
quality of Birmi Group. The product is expected
to set new standards for MDF manufacturing,
cateringto both the domestic and international
markets, with a focus on sustainability and
innovation.

Vinay Bansal, Birmi Group shared
insights into the philosophy and progress of
Treelab, touching upon its legacy, product
quality, market strategies, and future plans.

He attributed the success of the Birmi
Group to its foundation in joint Indian culture,
likening the growth of their joint family to the
expansion of their business and its
contributions to the country. He emphasised
thattrust was a cornerstone of their operations,
stating that the group fosters lifelong
relationships with its channel partners, which
hasbecomeadefining principle oftheir success.

He reflected on the group’s evolution,
starting with timber trading and diversifying
into WPC products, textiles, and MDF. Each
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step., he noted, was informed by market
demands and a commitment to quality.
Highlighting a significant milestone, he shared
that the group set up a new MDF plant in 2022
after extensive market analysis, recognising
MDF as a forward-looking product. Operations

began in July 2024, with deliveries
commencingin August.

Vinay Bansal explained that Treelab
offers a comprehensive range of WPC solutions,
including door frames, printed sheets, PVC
laminates, and marble sheets. Their focus
remains firmly on manufacturing rather than
trading, ensuring consistent quality across
theirproductportfolio.

He elaborated on the state-of-the-art
MDF plant in Yamuna Nagar, which spans 25
acres and hasaproduction capacity of 300 cubic
metres per day. He emphasised their adherence
to BIS standards and use of advanced
machinery to maintain quality. Treelab



prioritises high-density MDF, specifically
HDMHR 850+ as a premium offering, whilealso
producing HDMHR 750+ to remain
competitive. He highlighted their commitment
to environmental responsibility, ensuring all
MDF boards meet EO and El1 emission
standards fromtheoutset.

Vinay Bansal stressed the importance of
transparency, assertingthat products likegreen
boards must be properly labelled to avoid
misleading customers. Treelab, he said, is
dedicated to educating customers and
providing ethical products. Despite challenges.
the group remains resolute in adhering to
principlesandavoidingunethical practices.

He revealed that the MDF plant is
currently operating at 60-70% capacity, with a
target to achieve 100% utilisation by March.
This ambitious goal, he explained, reflects both
their commitment and the market's trust in
theirofferings.

He reiterated the group's focus on
delivering high-quality products with the end
user in mind. He assured that Treelab avoids
any form of malpractice, supported by BIS
certifications in MHR and HDF categorics,
alongside compliance with emission-free
standards. He also noted that while they could
manufacture certain products, they prioritised
obtaining certifications, such as the CARB
certificate, to ensure both compliance and
consumerconfidence.

He acknowledged the inherent
challenges of business, affirming their
resilience and optimism. Timber, he remarked,
has been a key driver of their growth and will
remain so. To counter inflation and competitive
pricing, the group has adopted a proactive
approach. successfully implementing a recent

4% priceincreasein wood products.

V Bansal highlighted their commitment
to sustainability through extensive plantation
activities. The group has completed 500-700
acresof plantations and continuestoencourage
local farmers to adopt this practice,
emphasising its superior economic benefits
over other crops. Their efforts are concentrated
in areas like Yamuna Nagar and Panipat,
leveraging Panipat’s prominence as a timber
hub.

He shared plans to integrate Konti Roll
technology to improve thin MDF board
production, complementing their successful
range of thicker boards valued by the furniture
industry. He expressed confidence that this
would be implemented once production
increases.

Vinay Bansal detailed their ambitions to
expand, revealing that preparations for a new
plant have already begun, including land
acquisition near the existing facility. With
operations nearing full capacity, he hinted at
the launch of two new MDF products by
February.

He attributed Treelab’s growth to its
robust dealer and distribution network. Their
partnership-driven approach, he stated,
positions them to expand further, with
readinesstoadapt swiftlytomarketdemands.

Treelab, under the guidance of Vinay
Bansal and the Birmi Group, continues to
uphold its commitment to quality,
sustainability, and ethical practices. From
rigorous certifications to plantation initiatives
and strategic expansions, the group remains
dedicated to leading with innovation and
integrity.
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Greenply Partners with Pushpa 2:
A Blockbuster Branding Move

Greenply Industries, a leader in India’s
plywood and interior infrastructure sector, has
announced its branding association with the
highly anticipated film “Pushpa 2: The Rule”.
The film, starring Allu Arjun and set for a
worldwide release on 5th December, 2024, is
one of the most awaited sequels of the year.
Greenply’s collaboration with this cinematic
wonderisscenasastrategicefforttostrengthen
its consumer engagement and reinforce its
market presence.

The prequel has already generated
immense excitement among audiences,
making it an idcal platform for Greenply to
highlight its innovative advertising initiatives.
The brand, renowned for its cutting-edge
solutions in the interior design space, aims to
connect with its audiences through the shared
enthusiasm for larger-than-life narratives that
resonatewithmillions of Indians.

In a statement, Sanidhya Mittal, Joint
Managing Director of Greenply Industries,
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emphasised the company’s commitment to
creativity and innovation in reaching
consumers. He noted that collaborating with a
cultural phenomenon like “Pushpa 2: The Rule”
provided a unique opportunity to showcase the
brand in an impactful way, merging its
reputation for excellence with high-quality
entertainment.

Echoing this sentiment, Cherry, CEO of
Mythri Movie Makers, lauded Greenply's
contribution as the film's "Interior Excellence
Partner." He remarked that Greenply's
meticulous approach and innovative solutions
significantly enhanced the film'’s environment,
creating a cinematic experience that would
deeplyresonatewithaudiences.

This partnership is part of Greenply's
larger vision to create immersive brand
experiences. The company has launched a
series of exciting campaigns surrounding the
association, including interactive social media
contests and digital contentinitiativesaimed at

web: www.Irbwood.in



capturing the attention of new audiences.
These efforts align with Greenply's ongoing
mission to remain at the forefront of interior
solutions while engaging meaningfully with its
CONSUMETrs.

Greenply Industries’ involvement with
underscores its commitment to
innovation and audience-centric marketing.
With the film expected to dominate
entertainment conversations, the brand is
poised to further establish itself as a cultural
mainstay, leveraging storytelling and creativity
tobuilddeeperconnections withits audience.

Greenply Industries Ltd. (GIL), a leader
inplywood andinterior solutions, operates four
advanced manufacturing units across India.

Pushpa 2

Offering premium products like plywood, MDF,
block boards, and PVC, it serves over 1,100
locations nationwide through arobust network
of2,300dealers, 6,000 0utlets,and 50branches.

Known for and
sustainability, Greenply pioneered India’s E-
Zero plywood in FY21 and published the
industry’s first sustainability report in FY22. It
has been a Great Place to Work from 2020 to
2022, settingbenchmarks in productexcellence

andworkplaceculture.

innovation

By associating with “"Pushpa 2: The
Rule”, Greenply demonstrates its ability to
merge innovation with cultural relevance,
reaffirming its position as a leader in India’s
interiorsolutionsindustry.

Must-Attend Event for Design
Enthusiasts and Professionals

ABID Interiors 2025 promises to be
the event of the season, offering an
unmatched platform for interior design
professionals, brands, and enthusiasts. Set
totakeplace from10thto 13th January, 2025,
at the Biswa Bangla Mela Prangan in
Kolkata, this exhibition is set to showcase
thefinestinthe world ofinteriors.

From established names in the
industrvtoemergingbrands, ABID Interiors
2025 is the perfect opportunity to discover
the latest trends, innovations, and ground-
breaking ideas in interior design. The event
will bring together a diverse range of
products, services, and solutions, making it

theideal space for professionals to network,
collaborate. and find their next big
inspiration.

Whether one is a seasoned
professional looking to stay ahead of the
curve, or a design enthusiast eager to
explore the possibilities of space, ABID
Interiors offerssomething foreveryone.

Expect a rich experience filled with
exhibitions, seminars, and interactive
opportunities to engage with the industry’s
finest.

Don't miss the chance to be part of
this exciting event that promises to shape
thefutureofinteriordesigninIndia.
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Market Fee Discussion for Raw
Materials from Outside the State

A significant discussion took place
regarding the market fee on raw materials,
including wood veneer and other materials
coming from outside Uttar Pradesh. The
discussion was held between Ashok Agarwal
(Vidya), the Chairman, and Manoj Kumar
Singh. the Chief Secretary of the Uttar Pradesh
Government.

During the meeting, A. Agarwal
the

stakeholders regarding the imposition of

expressed concerns  of industry
market fees on raw materials entering the state.
In response, the Chief Secretary assured that
the matter would be given prompt attention. A
memorandum outlining the issues was
submitted to the Chief Secretary, emphasising
the challenges faced by the industry due to the

currentmarket feestructure.
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Kumar Singh

positively, assuring that he would convene a

Manoj responded
meeting with senior officials from the Market
Department in the near future to discuss and
resolve the matter. This proactive approach is
expected to lead to a fair and balanced solution
that benefits both the industry and the state,
ensuring that the concerns raised are
adequately addressed.

The resolution of this issue will have a
significant impact on businesses that rely on
raw materials imported from outside the state,
ensuring smooth operations and reducing
financial burdens. The assurance fromthe Chief
Secretary reflects the government's
commitment to fostering a supportive

environment forbusinessesinUttar Pradesh.
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FIPPI Managing Committee
Meeting: Highlights

The Managing Committee of the
Federation of Indian Plywood & Panel Industry
(FIPPI) convened on 22nd November 2024, at
3pm under the leadership of FIPPI President
Rajesh Mittal. The meeting, heldbothin-person
and virtually, brought together prominent
industry leaders and members to discuss
pressingissuesandfuture plansforthesector.
Opening Remarks and Agenda Approval

Rajesh Mittal welcomed all members
and extended a special acknowledgement to
Sajjan Bhajanka, Chief Patron and Past
President, who congratulated R Mittal on his
first meeting as President. S Bhajanka
expressed optimism about FIPPI's growth
under the guidance of Dr. M.P. Singh, Director
General. Following this, the minutes of the 41st
Annual General Meeting (held on 6th

November2024) wereunanimously approved.

KeyAgendaltems
1. OfficeSpacePurchaseandRenovation
Senior Vice President Javdeep

Chittlangia informed members about
the finalisation of office space at Vikrant
Tower. Rajendra Place, New Delhi.
Members unanimously authorised J
Chittlangia and Dr. Singh to execute
agreements and oversee renovations,
withanestimatedbudgetof10lakh.

2. RoadmapImplementation
Dr. M.P. Singh sought member input on
variousthematicareas:
Organisational Matters:

The new subscription fee structure will be
based on turnover from the preceding financial
yearandapplied starting 2025-26.

Members with pending subscription fees

web: www.lrbwood.in
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were given a grace period until 31st December,
2024, toretaincommittee membership.

Regional manufacturing associations will
have increased representation, and young
leaders were included as alternate committee
members tonurture futureleadership.
ProductStandardisationand Innovation:

Two subcommittees were formed: one for
plywood, led by Abhishek Chittlangia, and
anotherforpanels,led by Jikesh Thakkar.

Concerns about COO implementation and
laboratorysamplingwerediscussed. withplans
toaddress theseissuesinameetingwith DG BIS
on29thNovember, 2024,

Tradelssues:

Members deliberated on reducing import
duties on wood logs and veneers and discussed
GST-related proposals from Ernst & Young, to
befurtherreviewedon29th November, 2024.
Raw Material Sustainability:
highlighted
disparities in raw material costs and the need
efforts. A

Discussions regional
for enhanced plantation
subcommittee was proposed to address raw
material supply gaps.

Policyand Institutional Change:

Members emphasised pursuing the
establishment of a Timber Products Council
and updating FIPPI's roadmap for engaging
withgovernmentandforestrydepartments.

3. Seminar Planning for FIPPI Foundation

Day
Dr. Singh proposed forming a dedicated

committee for organising a seminar to
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celebrate FIPPI's Foundation Day on 4th
January, 2025. Members suggested
aligningthe event with aclearvision and
ample preparation.
4. Souvenir Contributions and Content
Development
Contributions from key members,
including Sajjan Bhajanka and Rajesh
Mittal, were acknowledged. Plans were
outlined for publishing a coffee-table
book covering FIPPI's journey and
industryinsights. Membersemphasised
high-quality contributions and
suggested engaging external experts to
enhance the publication.
5. Miscellaneous Decisions

The committee authorised decisions

regarding vehicle procurement for FIPPI

office bearers to be finalised during the
29thNovembermeetinginDelhi.
ClosingRemarks

The meeting concluded with positive
reflections from members. Jaydeep Chittlangia
expressed gratitude for the active participation
and noted the importance of young leaders
joining the discussions. Herecalled FIPPI's past
successes, such as lifting the CPWD ban on
woodproducts, and urged members tocontinue
working collaboratively for the industry’s
growth.

The meetingended with avote of thanks
tothe Chair, reinforcing FIPPI's commitment to
addressing industry challenges and fostering
innovation.



FIPPI proposes solutions for BIS
Quality Control Orders on

Plywood

In a letter addressed to the Director
General, Bureau of Indian Standards, the
Federation of Indian Plywood & Panel Industry
(FIPPI) has expressed its appreciation for the
proactive steps taken by the Bureau of Indian
Standards in revising standards to align with
the evolving raw materials and usage patterns
of wood-based products. Currently, 18
standards related to Wood-Based Boards,
Plywoods, Wooden Flush Door Shutters, and
Resin-Treated Compressed Wood Laminates
arcunderrevision or finalisation and have been
included under the Quality Control Orders
(QCOs)0f2024.

However, the industry is encountering
several challenges in meeting the QCO
requirements. Firstly.the BISlicensing scenario
shows that only about 25% of the total units in
this sector currently hold BIS licenses. The
response from new industrial units seeking BIS
licenses has been poor, with only 30-35 new
industries approaching BIS so far. Additionally,
there are logistical issues with the insufficient
numberoftestinglaboratories.thereareonly 24
labs across the country to serve approximately
3300 small, medium, and large manufacturers.
As a result, the waiting time for test reports for
plywood samples hasincreased tonearly40-60

days.

In order to address this, FIPPI proposes
the establishment of more testing labs in key
plywood manufacturing clusters with a quick
turnaround time. For MICRO and small-scale
manufacturers, itis almostimpossible to setup
their own labs due to economic constraints.
Allowing BIS certified private labs to operate in
cluster areas would be a great relief to those
industries.

Another concern is the sampling
requirements under the BIS circular no. CMD-
1/2 dated 10th April 2023, which mandates
drawing 2 samples from each factory and 4
samples from the market annually for each
license. This means, if a factory holds 4-5
licenses or more, around 24 to 30 samples may
need to be withdrawn every year, causing
significant operational challenges and a heavy
financial burden for MSMEs to maintain BIS
licenses.

Morecover, the license cancellation
policy. applied retroactively from 10th April
2021, poses challenges for manufacturers who
struggle tomeet the high standards on multiple
samples. The threshold of 50% sample failures
over two vears, resulting in automatic licence
cancellation, adds an additional burden for the
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industry.

To facilitate a smoother transition and
help manufacturers adapttothe newstandards,
the body recommends a 50% reduction in
sampling requirements for the first two years
under QCO compliance. This approach will
allow manufacturers more time to build quality
into their processes without incurring
excessivecosts,

In addition, it’s essential to expand
access to testing facilities, particularly by
setting up more labs in key plywood
manufacturing clusters acrossthecountry. This
would significantly reduce logistical costs,
make testing more affordable, and increase
participation in quality compliance efforts,

especially for MSMEs.

The Federation of Indian Plywood &
Panel Industry believes that bringing
awareness and educating the industry about
the importance of quality products and
improvements in production processes is
crucial. It is advisable for BIS, in association
with DPIIT, FIPPI, and state-level plywood
manufacturers associations, to initiate an
awareness programme to ensure broader
compliance.

FIPPI appreciates BIS's attention to
these matters and looks forward to a prompt
response. It remains committed to supporting
BIS in achieving its mission of delivering high-
quality productstoconsumers.

Cabinet Approves National
Mission on Natural Farming

On25th November 2024, the Cabinet
approved the National Mission on Natural
Farming (NMNF) as a standalone Centrally
Sponsored Scheme under the Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare. This
initiative aims to promote sustainable
agricultural practices and support farmers
inadoptingnaturalfarmingmethods.

Key features of the mission include
the establishment of 10,000 need-based
Bio-input Resource Centres to ensure
farmers have easy access to ready-to-use
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natural farming inputs. Additionally,
approximately 2,000 Natural Farming
Model Demonstration Farms willbe created
at Krishi Vigyan Kendras, Agricultural
Universities,and farmers'fields toshowcase
and encourage the adoption of these
practices.

The mission also introduces a
streamlined certification system and a
dedicated common branding approach to
help farmers market their natural farming
produceeffectively.



QCO, opportunities

and challenges

The Quality Control Order (QCO) for
plywood is designed to enhance domestic
production. improve product quality, reduce
reliance on imports, and stimulate job creation
within India. With the enforcement of this
order, plywood products must comply with
Indian Standard IS 303:1989 and carry the
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) mark,
ensuringadherencetoqualitynorms.

The QCO will be implemented in two
phases: Phase 1, covering MDF, block boards,
and particle boards, is set for 10th February
2025, while Phase 2, including plywood and
related categories, will be enforced by 28th
February 2025. Adhering to these deadlines is
crucial to maintain the credibility of the
initiative and avoid marketdisruption.

Despite widespread awareness, smaller
manufacturers continue to face challenges in
meeting the QCO requirements due to limited
technical expertise, financial constraints, and
infrastructure deficiencies. These challenges
are compounded by concerns over the financial
burden of upgrading facilities and the
complexities of obtaining necessary
certifications. Additionally, the market's
sluggish demand and the influx of substandard
imports have created resistance to adopting
QCO standards, with many stakeholders
feelingthereislittleincentive tocomply.

The QCO presents significant

opportunities for the Indian wood panel
industry, including enhancing product quality,
increasing consumer confidence, and
positioning Indian products as reliable both
domestically and internationally. By aligning
with global standards, the QCO will open new
export promote eco-friendly

materials, and drive

markets,
innovation in
manufacturing. To ensure successful
implementation, manufacturers must be
encouraged to invest in compliance, while the
government should provide support to SMEs
and enforce stringent regulations on
substandard imports. With collaboration from
all stakeholders, the QCO can transform
challenges into opportunities, ensuring the
industry'slong-termgrowthand sustainability.

The implementation of the Quality
Control Order (QCO) for the plywood and panel
industry in India has garnered significant
attention from wvarious trade associations
across the sector. The Federation of Indian
Plywood and Panel Industry (FIPPI), along with
other associations such as All Bharat Plywood
and Laminate Traders Vyapari Association
(ABPLTA), the Rajasthan
Manufacturers Association (RPMA), Furniture
Manufacturers Association (FMA), Bengaluru
Plywood Manufacturers Association (BPMA),

Plywood

Plywood Manufacturers Welfare Association

(PMWA), Bareilly, All India Plywood
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Manufacturers Association (AIPMA), Plywood
Manufacturers  Welfare  Association,
Shahjahanpur UP,J&K Plywood Manufacturers
Association, Jammu, are advocating for the
timely and stringent enforcement of the QCO.
These stakcholders emphasise that the QCO
will help protect the domestic industry, boost
innovation, promote rural employment, and
align with broader goals of
environmental sustainabilityand self-reliance.
Wehighlight key concerns, addressed by
these bodies to the Department for Promotion
ofIndustryandInternal Trade (DPIIT)

India's

Federation of Indian Plywood & Panel
Industry (FIPPI)
Importanceof QCOImplementation
The Quality Control Orders (QCO)
issued by DPIIT are pivotal for driving
sustainable growth and enhancing the global
competitiveness ol India’s plywood and panel
industry. With the plywood sector growing at a
10% CAGR and MDF and particle board sectors
at 15-20%,
framework is crucial. QCO implementation will
ensure stringent quality standards, resulting in
durable, eco-friendly products, boosting
consumer trust, and fostering innovation. It
aligns with India's sustainable development
goals by promoting agroforestry-based
industries, rural employment, and balanced

a robust quality assurance

regional growth, while strengthening the
organised furniture sectortocompeteglobally.

Industry Readinessand Call for Action
The plywood and panel industry,
supported by BIS, is actively preparing for QCO
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implementationby modernisingstandards and
conducting awareness programmes on
compliance and registration. FIPPIemphasises
the urgent need for QCO to safeguard consumer
interests, elevate domestic manufacturers, and
position the industry as a global leader.
Reinforcing its commitment to quality and
efficiency, FIPPI seeks immediate action to
realise the transformative potential of QCO for
thesector.

The All Bharat Plywood and Laminate
Traders Vyapari Association (ABPLTA)

Industry Concerns

The All Bharat Plywood and Laminate
Traders Vyapari Association (ABPLTA)
highlights challenges in implementing BIS
standards, including misuse of ISI marks,
quality compliance gaps, and unfair practices
such as rebranding non-compliant imports.
These issues undermine market credibility and
create risks of monopolies, disadvantaging
small and medium manufacturers and traders.
Additionally,
outcompete domestic products in quality and
price, while brand duplicacy further confuses
consumers anddisruptsthe market. Disparities
in applying BIS standards to finished goods but
not raw materials, along with unequal access to

imported materials often

state-specific raw materials, exacerbate the
challengesforlocalindustries.
Proposed Actionsand Way Forward

ABPLTA calls for stricter enforcement of
BIS penalties for fake
certifications, and greater transparency in
compliance. Itadvocates forsubsidies, training,

regulations,



and education programmes to support small
manufacturers and traders, alongside stricter
accountability for larger players. The
association suggests conducting industry
surveys to assess compliance gaps and
challenges while urging collaboration to
improve quality standards. Acting as a bridge
between policymakers, manufacturers, and
traders, ABPLTA aims to promotetransparency,
equitable growth, and protection for smaller
playersinthe plywood and laminateindustry.

The Rajasthan Plywood Manufacturers
Association(RPMA)

Critical ImportanceofQCO

The Rajasthan Plywood Manufacturers
Association (RPMA) underscores the
transformative potential of the Quality Control
Order (QCO) for India's wood-based panel
industry, which is growing at a 10% CAGR.
Implementing robust quality standards will
ensure durable, eco-friendly. and sustainable
products, fostering global competitiveness,
consumer trust, and industry innovation. QCO
will also promote sustainable development,
support agroforestry practices, enhance rural
employment., and drive balanced regional
growth, while strengthening India’s organised
furniture sector to secure a stronger position in
global markets.

Callfor Immediate Implementation

RPMA highlights the industry's
readiness, with BISmodernising standards and
conducting awareness
collaboration with RPMA Jaipur to prepare
manufacturers forcompliance. The association

programmes in

emphasises the urgent need for QCO
implementation to safeguard consumer
interests, uplift the domestic plywood sector,
and enhance India's global competitiveness.
This timely action will catalyse growth, ensure
fair practices, and propel the industry toward
sustainable progress.

The Furniture Manufacturers Association
(FMA)
KeyConcernsinthe Furniture Industry

The  Furniture  Manufacturers

Association (FMA) highlights critical issues in
BIS regulations, noting inconsistencies
between raw materials requiring ISI markings
and finished furniture products exempt from
such standards. This discrepancy risks
increasing furniture imports, particularly from
China, threatening Indian manufacturers with
high raw material costs and limited supply.
Plywood, MDF, and particle boards, key to
residential and infrastructure growth, face
challenges from substandard imports,
escalating domestic wood prices. and
inadequate plantation initiatives compared to
countries like Thailand and Vietnam. Strained
wood resources, coupled with rising demand
from projects like smart cities, further
emphasise the need for sustainable practices
and standardisation.
Requests for Fair Policies and Quality Standards

The FMAcallsforaligning BIS standards
for raw materials and finished products to
protectdomestic manufacturers and ensure fair
competition. Expedited ISI licensing audits for
foreign suppliers and mandatory BIS
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certification for imported engineered wood are
critical to addressing trade delays and
safeguarding the industry. Support for MSMEs
through balanced policies, access to affordable
raw materials, and sustainable agroforestry
practices is essential. Additionally, adopting
global quality benchmarks like E1/EO emission
standards and CARB regulations will enhance
product competitiveness, while promoting
high-quality, eco-friendly engineered wood to
meetevolving market needs,

The Bengaluru Plywood Manufacturers
Association(BPMA)

Challenges from Low-Cost Imports

The Bengaluru Plywood Manufacturers
Association highlights the threat posed by low-
cost imports from countries like Nepal,
Thailand, Vietnam, and China, which often fail
to meet quality standards. These substandard
imports erode market share, revenue, and
employment opportunities for domestic
manufacturers. endangering the sustainability
ofthe Indian plywoodindustry. Addressing this
issue requires stringent mecasures to curb
inferior productsand protect Indianbusinesses
fromunfaircompetition.
Callfor QCO Implementation

The Association advocates for the
expedited implementation of the Quality
Control Order (QCO) to enforce higher quality
standards, boost domestic competitiveness,
and reduce dependency on imports. Aligning
with the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, QCO
will promote indigenous production, safeguard
jobs, and enhance the plywood sector's
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economic health. Additionally, the Association
seeks a meeting with government officials to
discuss the urgency of QCO implementation
and explore collaborative solutions for the
industry'sgrowthandsurvival.

The Plywood Manufacturers Welfare
Association, Bareilly
Support forQCO Implementation

The Plywood Manufacturers Welfare
Association, Bareilly, fully supports the Quality
Control Orders (QCO) scheduled for February
2025, covering wood-based boards, plywood,
and wooden flush doors. With over 3,500
plywood manufacturers in India, most large
and medium industries are already BIS-
registered, and small-scale units will receive a
3-6 months relaxation period for compliance.
The association opposes turther delays, as past
extensions have led to a surge of cheap. inferior
imports from countries like Nepal, Vietnam,
Thailand, and China, harming MSMEs and
causingclosuresandunemployment.

Callfor Timely Implementation

The association emphasisestheurgency
of adhering to the February 2025 deadlines to
protect the industry from substandard imports
and ensure economic and employment
stability. With sustainable raw material
supplies supported by agroforestry and many
factories already meeting international
standards, the industry is export-ready and
well-positioned to compete globally. Timely
enforcement of QCO will safeguard MSMEs,
preventjoblosses, and contribute tothesector's
long-termgrowthandresilience.



The All India Plywood Manufacturers
Association(AIPMA)

Supportfor QCO Implementation

The All India Plywood Manufacturers
Association appreciates DPIIT's efforts in
introducing Quality Control Orders (QCOs) for
plywood. wooden flush doorshutters, and block
boards. These measures are critical for
improving domestic quality standards and
fostering sustainable growth. The industry is
prepared for immediate implementation as
notified and opposes any timeline extensions.
However, the dumping of substandard imports,
often with fake BIS markings, poses a threat to
indigenous  manufacturers,
consumers, and jeopardises the livelihoods of
farmers and workers reliant on plantation
timberlike Eucalyptusand Poplar.

misleads

Alignmentwith National Goalsand Urgent Action
QCO enforcement will promote
agroforestry-based industries, benefiting
farmers, mitigating environmental pollution,
and supporting regional economic growth in
states like UP and Haryana. By ensuring
sustainability and enhancing global
competitiveness, the orders align with India's
ecological and industrial goals. Awareness
programmes by FIPPI and BIS are equipping
stakeholders for compliance. The association
urges DPIIT to expedite QCO implementation
to safeguard consumer interests, protect the
domestic industry, and reinforce India's
leadershipinsustainableindustrial practices.

The Plywood Manufacturers Welfare

Association,Shahjahanpur UP
Support for QCO and Industry Readiness

The Plywood Manufacturers Welfare
Association, Shahjahanpur UP, welcomes the
Quality Control Order (QCO) by DPIIT and BIS,
recognising its significance in standardising
plywood, wooden boards, and flush doors.
Large and medium industries are already BIS-
registered, with sufficient compliance time (3-6
months) provided for smaller units. However,
past extensions have enabled the influx of low-
quality imports from countries like Nepal,
Vietnam, Thailand. and China, undermining
domestic manufacturers, reducing production
capacity, and causing closures of MSME units,
leadingtounemploymentand economicstrain.
Callfor Timely Implementation

The association emphasises the need for
strict adherence to the February 2025 QCO
enforcementdatestocurbsubstandardimports
and protect thedomesticindustry. Agroforestry
growth, driven by favourable returns from
timber plantations, ensures sustainable raw
material supply, while many domestic factories
already meet export standards. Timely action
will enhance employment, support fair
competition, and align the industry with global
benchmarks, The association appreciates the
department's efforts and requests decisive
stepstosafeguardthe sector'sfuture.

The J&K Plywood Manufacturers
Association

SupportforQCO and Industry Benefits

The J&K Plywood Manufacturers
Association strongly endorses the Quality
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Control Order (QCO) to tackle challenges from
foreign competition and safeguard the Indian
plywood industry. By enforcing minimum
quality standards, the QCO will protect
domestic manufacturers from unfair
competition, enhance consumer salety by
addressing substandard products, and drive
innovation and quality improvements,
bolstering the global competitiveness of Indian
manufacturers.
Urgent Callfor QCO Implementation

The association urges the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry toimplement the QCO
without delay to secure the industry's future
and protect livelihoods. With widespread
industry support, the QCO represents a critical
step toward sustainable growth, agroforestry
promotion, and economic modernisation. Its
prompt enforcement will ensure a level playing
field, foster long-term development, and
strengthen India's global position in the
plywood and panelsectors.

Delhi-NCR Plywood Manufacturer
Association(DPMA)

BIS Certification: Strengthening Quality Controlin

Imports

The Indian government has adopted
mandatory BIS certification as a Key regulatory
toolto curbthe import of substandard products
and enforce adherence to national quality
standards. This policy ensures that imported
goods, such as plywood, meet specific Indian
Standards (IS codes) and carry the ISI mark or
BIS registration before entering the market, To
streamline implementation, BIS collaborates
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with customs authorities to block non-
compliant imports at ports, aligning this
initiative with the "Make in India" campaign to
bolster domestic industries. These measures
aim to curb the influx of cheap, low-quality
imports, protect consumers, and promote local
production.
Ensuring Compliance Through Swift Enforcement
The government’s "No Delays™ policy
mandates immediate enforcement of BIS
certification to minimise loopholes. Real-time
collaboration between customs and BIS
officials ensures non-compliant imports are
swiftly identified and barred from clearance.
Industries like plywood must meet strict
standards such as IS 303 and IS 710 to gain
market entry. Non-compliance results in
significant penalties, including fines, seizure of
goods, and cancellation of import permits. By
enforcing stringent quality controland aligning
imports with domestic standards, BIS
certification safeguards consumer interests
andsupportsIndia'seconomicgrowth.

The South Indian Plywood Manufacturers
Association (SIPMA)

Raising Standards in the Wood-Based Panel

Industry

The Indian Wood-Based Panel Industry,
with a market size of over T500 billion, plays a
crucial role in the country's economy. However,
challenges such as lack of standardisation,
environmental concerns, and an unregulated
market hinder its growth. To address these
issues, the government has proposed a Quality
Control Order (QCO) for plywoods,



blockboards, flush doors, particle board. and
MDF. The initiative, led by the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), aims to establish uniform
quality standards, promote sustainable
forestry,and enhancethe industry'sreputation.
This measure is expected to boost exports,
generate government revenue, and create job
opportunities, especially in rural areas through
sustainable wood sourcing.

Benefits for Consumersand the Nation

The QCO ensures that wood-based
panels meet quality benchmarks, offering
consumers durable, safe, and high-performing
products. It safeguards against counterfeit
goods, promotes transparency, and provides
better value for money. Additionally, the QCO
aligns with the "Make in India” initiative,
fostering environmental sustainability by
encouraging plantations and reducing
deforestation. For the country, it translates to
increased exports, enhanced industry growth,
and significant government revenue through
certifications and taxes. With its focus on
quality, safety,and environmental stewardship,
the QCO is a pivotal step in supporting the
wood-based panel industry's long-term
development and strengthening consumer
confidence.

HaryanaPlywood Mfr. Association (HPMA)
Industry Ready for QCO Implementation - A Step
Towards Quality Assurance

The plywood and wooden door
manufacturing cluster in Haryana, comprising
over 350 units. has expressed readiness to
implement the Quality Control Orders (QCO)

for Plywood and Wooden Flush Doors. Initially
scheduled for 2024, the QCO deadlines were
extended to February 2025 to accommodate
merchant requests. However, the industry
asserts that further deferrals would be
counterproductive. The QCOs, supported by
BIS workshops and amendments, aim to
enhance product quality and curb the influx of
substandard imports, ensuring a competitive
edge for domestic manufacturers. BIS's
provision of shared testing facilities further
supports micro and small enterprises. enabling
smoothcompliancewiththenewstandards.

Safeguarding Farmers and Employment Through

Timely Implementation

The timely enforcement of QCOs is
crucial to protect Indian farmers cultivating
Poplar, Eucalyptus, Kadam, and Melia Dubia
trees. Delays would allow low-quality imports
to undermine domestic production, leading to
reduced wood prices and discouraging tree
plantation efforts. As a labur-intensive sector,
the plywood industry provides significant
emplovment opportunities, particularly to
unskilled workers.EnsuringadherencetoQCOs
will not only stabilise domestic production but
also sustain rural livelihoods and encourage
sustainable forestry practices. The industry
urges the government to prioritise the QCO
deadlines to foster quality, economic stability,
and environmental sustainability in the wood-
based manufacturingsector.

Punjab Plywood Manufacturers
Association (PPMA)

A Timely Boost for the Wood-Based Industry
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The Indian plywood and wooden door
industry welcomes the Quality Control Orders
(QCOs) issued by the DPIIT, aimed at
eliminating substandard imports and
promoting high-quality domestic production.
Industry stakeholdetrs asserttheir readiness for
immediate implementation and emphasise
that no extensions are required. The QCOs are
expected to protect consumers [rom deceptive
practices, such as fake BIS markings on inferior
imports, while also aligning with the
government's "Make in India® initiative. By
enforcing strict quality standards, the QCOs
will bolster the competitiveness of indigenous
manufacturers, ensuring better products for
consumersandsafeguardingtheintegrity ofthe
Indianplywood market.

Supporting Farmers and Curbing Substandard

Imports

The industry highlights the critical role
of QCOs in preventing the influx of low-quality
plywood that both
manufacturers and farmers. Reliant on
plantation-grown trees like Eucalyptus and
Poplar, the sector has provided farmers with

threatens local
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viable alternatives to traditional crops,
improving their livelihoods. However,
unchecked imports risk undermining this
progress, destabilising the market, and
endangering jobs for lakhs of workers.
Mandatory BIS norms under the QCOs will
ensure quality control, curb counterfeit
practices, and uphold the economic stability of
the wood-based industry while reinforcing
sustainable forestry practices essential for
ruralincomeand employmentgeneration.

The Indian plywood and panel industry
is poised to embrace the QCO adoption
scheduled for February 2025, with significant
progress in BIS standardisation and the
formalisation of ISI mark norms. Despite
challenges, industry efforts are boosting
readiness, especially among SMEs and MSMEs.
QCO implementation is expected to curb the
influx of cheap imports, enhance the quality of
domestic products, and boost demand for
Indian plywood. Let's hope for a bright future
with robust macroeconomic support for
sustained growth.
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One Plus Density MDF
Finds Favour in Restroom
Cubicles

The development of
850 Kg/cubic metre density
MDFhasbeenagamechanger
of India’s MDF sector growth.
[ts acceptance as a High
Density + Moisture Resistant
product has supported this
sector to reach a new height.
The recent introduction of
1000 Kg/cubic metre plus
density MDF is setting a new
benchmarkofthissector. This
product is widely being
accepted for the Toilet
This
product is 25 % economically

Cubicles purpose.
priced compared to HPL
compact sheets in this
segment with similar features
aspercontractor’sreport.
Action Tesa has
developed this product in
India, and named this BOILO
HDF Boards, available in
different thicknesses and
sizes but for cubicle purposes

it is available in 6 ft. pre-

laminated boards with one
plus density. These cubicles
arebeingused forcommercial
purposes such as Airport,
Offices,
stations, wall partitions and

Railways, work
kitchens.

Action TESAisthe first
company to introduce this
sort of product globally. The
BOILO board is produced
using cutting-edge
technology and an inventive
process. It has low-
flammability features thanks
to its nano-engineered
particles. Also, recognising
the unique challenges posed
by water in kitchen spaces,
Action TESA takes pride in
being the first in India to
unveil premium boiling lower
case waterproof boards
exclusively designed to
combat water-related issues.

BOILO boards possess

unique properties of BWF
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(Boiling Water-Proof), HDF
(High-Density Fibreboard),
and Fire Resistance, making
them exceptional for kitchen
applications. These boards
are not only suitable for
diverse environmental
conditions but also resistant
to fungus, addressing the
specific challenges posed by
dampkitchenspaces.

Following in the
footsteps of HDHMR Board's
popularity, Action Tesa Boilo
Boiling Water Proof (BWP)
with FR Grade HDF Boards is
on a similar trajectory and
quickly rising to the top of the
list among architects,
builders, interior designers,
and homeowners. Rising
climate change. escalating
fire incidents, and more such
life-threatening and asset
killing catastrophes drove
Action TESA to innovate
BOILO.

BOILO-BWP FR HDF
Boards stand out as a high-
density solution, boasting a
density exceeding 1000+
Kg/M3. These boards offer a
Toughened Surface, High
Impact Resistance, Termite

Proofing, Environment
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Friendliness, and Fungus
Resistance, making them the

ideal choice for Kitchen
environments.
Ajay Aggarwal,

Managing Director, Action
TESAsays."Action Tesaisone
company that has always
prioritised addressing
consumer concerns over
safety and quality in addition
to investing in research and
technology. BOILO is Action
TESA’s unique product that
reflects our commitment to
quality and innovation. From
kitchen areas to restroom
cubicles and  wvarious
construction applications,
Fire retardant is one of the
greatest safety features you

can have in your home, office,

orothersuchspaces.”




15th anniversary of World

Bamboo Day

The 15th anniversary of World Bamboo
Day was recently celebrated in Chiang Mai,
marking a significant milestone for the global
bamboo community. Reflecting on the visit,
participants remarked that returning to Chiang
Mai after many years felt surreal, as the city had
transformed into Thailand's second-largest
metropolis, bustling with tourists and activity,
muchlikeotherpartsof Asia.

The event, organised by former WBO
president Kamesh Salam, took place from 18th
to 21st September 2024, at the Faculty of
Architecture, Chiang Mai University. Alongside
the main proceedings, an engaging bamboo
workshop for students ran concurrently,
showcasingthematerial's versatility.

Theeventoffered a platformtoshowcase
the newly launched WBO website, developed
with contributions from WBO Ambassador
Memo Mortera, and to engage in discussions
about bamboo's future. However, the standout
moment was an evening gathering hosted by
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architect and World Bamboo Ambassador
Markus Roselieb at the Panvaden School,
sitnatednearthecity.

The school’s stunning bamboo-bundle
cathedral served as a testament to innovative
bamboo architecture. Roselieb shared his
vision and design philosophy, offering valuable
insights for those aspiring to use bamboo as a
construction material. The occasion was said to
resonate strongly with a similar meeting on
bamboo architecture held earlier in Rotterdam,
The Netherlands.

Through various forums, such as
congresses, meetings, svmposiums, and
workshops, it has become clear that using
bamboo in construction represents a
meaningful shift for younger generations. Far
from being merely an escape. it reflects a
deepening awareness of sustainable resources
and a commitment to innovative design
solutions.
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DHA Updates Standards for
Hardwood Plywood

The Decorative Hardwoods Association
(DHA) has a history of maintaining and
publishing the American National Standard for
Hardwood and Decorative Plywood
(ANSI/HPVA HP-1) for ncarly a century. This
standard plays a crucial role in ensuring
effective communication and specification for
the timeless appeal of natural hardwood
plywood. The DHA is proud to announce the
release of the latest version: ANSI/HPVA HP-1-
2024.

Hardwood plywood, primarily intended
forinterior use, is abonded assembly featuring
at least one decorative wood veneer surface. Its
core canbecrafted from various panel products,
such as veneer core. medium-density
fibreboard (MDF), particleboard, or oriented
strand board (OSB). The face veneer, available
in species like oak, maple, hickory, walnut, and
cherry, offers a natural and unique beauty,
ensuring no two veneers are exactly alike. This

diversity provides designers with an expansive
palettetoachievetheirdesired aesthetic.

The goals of the HP-1 standard are to
establish globally recognised aesthetic and
performance criteria and to provide a shared
understanding of hardwood plywood's
characteristics across the supply chain. As an
ANSI-accredited standards development
organisation (SDO), DHA is tasked with
revising or reaffirming the standard at least
every five years. The 2024 revision, initiated in
2023, reflectsextensiveupdatesafterarigorous,
consensus-based review involving diverse
stakeholders.
KeyRevisionstoVeneerGrading Tables

Forthe firsttimeinovertwo decades, the
veneer grading tables were significantly
updated to align with contemporary raw
materials and evolving supply chain
expectations.Key highlightsinclude:
Hickoryand Pecan:

+91 80877 16999
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Replaced D and E veneer grades with '1
(back)’ grade, aligning with the C grade except
for allowances regarding ‘scattered sound and
repairknots," whichresemblethe Bgrade.
Redand White Oak:

. For Agrade, revised the ‘mineral streaks’
requirementto‘blending,’

. Clarified the B grade's allowable mineral
streaks to ‘unlimited up to 305mm (127)
long.’

. Simplified the count of inconspicuous
burls and pin knots for A and B grades,
replacingthem with "Yes: Blending.’

Western Red Alder:

Increased allowable repairknotholes for
1{back)gradetrom10to16.
Softwoods (Douglas Firand Redwood):

Adjusted requirements for colur streaks,
rough cuts, sapwood. open knots, and pitch
streaks to more accommodating ‘blending’ and
‘slight’ thresholds.

1(Back) Grades:

. Allowed up to six repaired knotholes
(maximumdiameterof3.2mmor1/8").

. Broadened bark pocket allowances for
hickorvand pecanto9.6mm (3/8").

Additional Updates

Bevond grading, several broader
updates weremade:

Revised tables for physical properties
and common veneer patterns to reflect the top
10-15
production.

Introduced a new section dedicated to

species dominating domestic

reconstituted veneer, markingits firstinclusion
inthestandard.

Updated Table 9a to specify rustic
grades and limitations for inner plies in Type I1
(interior) grade plywood.

Added tolerances for soak and dry times
inmulti-cycledurability tests.

Defined new terms, including colour
variation, crow’sfoot,and knife mark.

Explicitlyincluded OSB as acoretype for
hardwood plywood.

A Comprehensive Revision

The ANSI/HPVA HP-1-2024 representsa
major update to the hardwood plywood
standard. addressing the needs of producers,
architects, and users, These changes reflect the
evolving industry landscape and set a
foundation for ensuring quality and
consistency in hardwood plywood products for
yearstocome.

The DHA'S commitment to excellence
and collaboration has once again resulted in a
standard that strengthens the integrity and
versatility of hardwood plywood in the global
market.
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20th Meeting of CED 09 TTSSC

The 20th meeting of CED 09: Timber
and Timber Stores Sectional Committee
under the Bureau of Indian Standards was
conducted on 2nd December 2024. The
meeting,chairedby Dr.RenuSingh. Director
of the Forest Research Institute (FRI) and
President of CED 09, took place in a hybrid

format at the Board Room of the Forest
ResearchInstitute, Dehradun.

Participants discussed key matters
pertaining to standards and policies in the
timber and timber stores sector,
emphasising collaborative approaches to
improvequality and sustainability.

Laminated Doors Market Steered
by Rising Real Estate Demand

The laminated doors market has
seen significant growth, driven largely by
the housing sector. Contractors highlight
that these doors are maintenance-free,
offering both durability and an appealing
aesthetic. The variety of colours and designs
has made laminated doors a popular choice,
even replacing Moulded Panel Doors in
many areas, particularlyvin Delhi-NCR.

Leading brands like Century Doors,
Merino, Kalpataru Doors, and Splice Doors
are meeting both project and retail demand.
Middle and upper-middle-class
homeowners favour laminated doors for
their ease of maintenance and wide range of
design options. Companies often offer
catalogues and laminate folders for
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customers to choose from, and they are
flexible in producing custom colours and
designs.

Retailers, recognising the growing
demand, are increasingly stocking
laminated doors, with many homeowners
preferring factory-made options over
carpenter-crafted ones. This preference
stems from the belief that factory-made
doors offer better quality, value for money,
andless wastage.

Retailers mentioned that in the past,
they preferred selling door-sized decorative
laminate sheets, which carpenters would
apply on-site, However, due to the inferior
quality of these sheets, they are now
reluctanttoofferthemtodiscerningclients.



BIS Certification for ACPs
Extended to March 2025

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
has announced an extension for mandatory
17682:2021 for
Aluminium Composite Panels (ACP), pushing
thedeadlineto22nd March, 2025. This decision
offers significant relief to stakeholders in the

certification under 1S

ACP sector, allowing more time to meet the
requiredstandards.

The IS 17682:2021 standard outlines
specifications for ACPs used in various
applications, including external facades,
cladding. curtain walls. soffits, and high mast
monoliths. It also covers internal uses such as
partitions, ceilings, and column encasements,
with a focus on fire-retardant materials and
weather resistance. These standards aim to
ensure product
compliance withessentialquality parameters.

Previously, the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry, through the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), mandated that all ACPs, whether

safety, reliability, and
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manufactured domestically or imported, carry
the BIS certification by 23rd September, 2024.
However, industry stakeholders highlighted
significantchallenges.includingthelack of BIS
certified ACP manufacturers in India and
insufficient laboratory infrastructure to test
material quality perthe prescribed standards.
The extension comes as a response (o
providing
manufacturers to align with BIS requirements.

these concerns, time for
Industry representatives have called for DPIIT
and BIS to collaborate with ACP producers to
refine quality parameters and establish robust
testingfacilities.

With the extended timeline, the ACP
sector now has an opportunity to focus on
meeting stringent standards covering material
composition, adhesion, coating durability,
weather resistance, and fire protection. This
move is expected to ensure safer and higher-
quality ACP products for both domestic and
international markets.

VRINDAMICA

4
a
=
i
-
b

Contact : 93

email; Irbwoo

web: www.lrbwood.in

PLY GAZETTE LECEMBER 2024 | 69



Collaboration: Key to Advancing
India’s Furniture Manufacturing

Industry

The Indian woodworking industry is
witnessing a transformative phase, marked by
advancements in technology, evolving
consumer preferences, and increasing global
competition. Recognising these developments,
the Indian Woodworking Machinery
Manufacturers” and Traders’ Association
(IWMMTA) recently hosted a panel discussion
to address the current state of the industry and
explore ways to navigate its future challenges
andopportunities.

The event began with Ashok Dsouza, a
key figure at IWMMTA, reflecting on the
organisation’s founding vision of uniting
machinery manufacturers and fostering
collaboration across the value chain. Over the

years, IWMMTA has grown into a platform that
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not only  promotes  technological
advancements but also sets higher standards
forthewoodworkingindustryinIndia.

Highlighting the sector's growth, Gopi
from Woodtech provided insights into the
burgeoning Indian furniture market, which is
currently valued in billions. He explained that
increasing demand for residential and
commercial furniture is driving growth in
woodworking machinery, particularly in
automation and precision manufacturing. CNC
(Computer Numerical Control) machines, he
noted, have revolutionised production by
enhancing efficiency and reducing errors, a
trend IWMMTA has been instrumental in
promoting.

Nirav Shah of Jai Industries explored




how changing design trends, such as modular

and space-saving furniture, influence
machinery innovations. He emphasised that
modern machines are now designed to meet
these trends, enabling faster production
without compromising on customisation or
quality.

Automation was another focal point of
the discussion. Satyan Thukral from Caple
Industrial Solutions stressed the importance of
automation in addressing consumer demand
for personalised products with shorter lead
times. "Automation bridges the gap between
bespoke craftsmanship and scalable
production, making itindispensable for today’s
manufacturers,” hesaid,

On the topic of global competitiveness,
Prahalladafrom Biesse India acknowledgedthe
significant progress Indian manufacturers have
made but noted that there is still room for
improvement. He urged the industry to
continue investing in cutting-edge
technologies to strengthen its position on the
globalstage.

Mayank Singh of Felder India shared a
glimpse into the future, highlighting
innovations like artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and 3D printing that are poised to
redefine woodworking and furniture
manufacturing. These technologies, he
explained, have the potential to transform how
furniture is designed, produced, and
customised.

However, the panel also addressed some

of the pressing challenges facing the industry.

The shortage of skilled manpower emerged as a
significant concern. Satyan pointed out that as
machines become more sophisticated, the need
forskilled operatorsand technicians has grown.
In addition, Prahallada highlighted external
risks such as economic downturns, shifting
consumer preferences, and the rapid pace of
technological change. He emphasised the
importance of adaptability and continual
investmentinupgradestomitigatetheserisks.

The discussion also touched on the
critical role of maintenance and lifecycle
management of machinery. Mayank noted that
predictive maintenance technologies are
becoming increasingly popular, helping
manufacturers optimise machine lifespan and
improveoveralloperationalefficiency.

The session concluded with a strong
focus on collaboration as the cornerstone of
future growth. The panelists agreed that
fostering partnerships between machinery
manufacturers and furniture producers is
essential to maintaining the industry’s
competitiveness. Ashok Dsouza summed it up
perfectly: “As the industry evolves, INWMMTA
will continue to play a pivotal role in driving
innovationandcollaboration.”

Theinsights shared duringthe panel not
only highlighted the challenges ahead but also
underscored theimmense opportunities within
the Indian woodworking and furniture
manufacturing sectors. By embracing
innovation, unity, and adaptability, the
industry is poised to reach new heights in the
comingyears.
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Amulya Mica wins Nexbrands'
2024 Emerging Brand award

Amulya Mica, a brand of Purbanchal

Laminates Pvt. Ltd., was recognised as the
Brand Vision’s Emerging Brand of the Year -
2024 inthe Laminatecategoryvatthe Nexbrands
India 2030 Leadership Conclave. The award
was presented by Sharad Maheshwari,
Managing Director of Vritilife, to Suresh Saini,
Deputy Regional Manager of Amulya Mica
Mumbai, who accepted it on behall of the
company.

The event saw the
distinguished corporate leaders such as
Hemant Daga, Co-Founder & CEO of Neo Asset
Management, Gopal Krishna Madabhushi,
Senior Vice President South Asia of Veolia
Water Technologies, Amit Gossain, Managing
Director of KONE Elevator India. and Saurav
Manjul, Chairman of Tega Industries.
Renowned film personalities including
Anupam Kher, Nawazuddin Siddiqui, Ada
Sharma, Esha Gupta, and Fardeen Khan were
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presence of

alsoinattendance.Otherprominentbrandslike
Muthoot Finance, ASER, Cosmic Birla Group,
Khemani Group, ICFAI Group, and Mercedes
Landmarkwererecognisedattheevent.
Acknowledging the recognition, Rakesh
Agarwal, Managing Director of Amulya Mica,
described it as a significant milestone for the
brand that further strengthens its value
proposition. Heexpressed gratitudetohisteam,
family, associates. channel partners. and
customers for their continued support

throughoutthejourneyofthe AmulyaGroup.



Amulya Mica’s new Style Studio,
inaugurated in Kolkata

Amulya Mica announced the grand
openingofits latest Style Studioin Kolkataon
21st November, 2024. The new experience
centre, at 51 C R Avenue near Central Metro
Gate No. L. replaces the previous Gallery 19 at
Bow Bazar. Strategically situated in one of
Kolkata's busiest commercial areas. the
studio signifies the brand's commitment to
expanding its presence across Eastern India.
It offers a wide range of high-quality
laminates, designed for home and business
renovations, in an immersive setting
showcasing decorative laminates and
interiorsolutions.

The inauguration began with a
traditional puja at 1 pm, followed by a ribbon-
cutting ceremony led by Managing Director,
Rakesh Agarwal and Director of Marketing,
Shailja Agarwal. During the event, Amulya
Mica launched its new C4 Imm catalogue,
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superiority, was well-received by architects,
dealers, and distributors for its luxurious yet
affordabledesigns.

Prominent national media, including
The Telegraph, Times of India, and Sanmarg,
covered the event. Speaking to the press,
Shailja Agarwal highlighted Amulya Mica’s
vision of integrating digital and offline
operations to enhance customer experiences
andexpanditsfootprintin EasternIndia.

Rakesh Agarwal emphasised the
company's dedication to innovation and

customer engagement. He noted, "The Style
Studio provides a hands-on experience,
enabling customers to visualise and realise
their design aspirations. This advanced
experience centre reflects our confidence in
the region’s potential and commitment to
makingpremiumsolutionsaccessible.”

The event also saw the participation of
Kolkata's leading architects and interior
designers, who explored thestudio’s offerings
and the newly launched shades in the 1 mm
category.
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ABPLTA, a Journey of Unity and

Growth

YOGESH BANG

NARENDRA BAFNA

ALOK MOHTA

CHINTAN SHETH

2022

visionary

Founded in
under the
leadership of Yogesh Bang
(Nagpur) and Narendra Batna
the All Bharat

and Laminate

(Indore),
Plywood

Traders Association

(ABPLTA) has

emerged as a prominent force

quickly

in the industry. Beginning
with just six founding
members, the association has
grown into a robust network

of 114 members representing

42 associations across the
nation. The journey of
ABPLTA began at the India
Wood Delhi Exhibition and
gained momentum through
impactful meetings at
MATECIA Delhi and Acetech
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Mumbai, highlighting its
mission of unity and
collaboration.

The foundation of
ABPLTA was laid at the India
Wood Exhibition 2022 in
Delhi, with contributions
from stalwarts such as
Praveen (Jodhpur), Chetan
Patel (Bhopal), and Alok
Mohta (Bengaluru). The
association solidified its
position as a unified body at
MATECIA Delhi 2023, where
its mission and objectives
were formally established. A
key milestone wasachieved at
Acetech Mumbai 2024, with
46 members gathering to
discuss industry challenges,
strengthen networks, and
leadership
committee to guide the

establish a

association'sgrowth.
The ABPLTA
leadership committee

embodies the vision of unity
and progress. The current
leadershipincludes President

Yogesh Bang (Nagpur),

Deputy President Chetan
Patel (Bhopal), and Vice
Presidents Narendra Bafna
(Indore) and Chintan Seth
(Ahmedabad). The team is
further supported by
Secretary Dhanesh Bhatia
(Mumbai), PRO/Joint
Secretary  Alok Mohta
(Bangalore), and committee
members Gautam Jain
(Mumbai) and Sanjay Patil
(Kolhapur). Together, they
work to steer the association
toward achieving its
ambitious goals.

ABPLTA is dedicated
tofostering growth, unity.and
ethical practices within the
plywood and laminate
industry. Its key objectives
include keeping members
informed about government
regulations. promoting
business development
through digital platforms and
social media, and
representing members'
interests to government

bodies and industry

stakeholders. The association
also focuses on resolving
trade disputes within legal
frameworks, encouraging fair
practices between traders
and manufacturers, and
organising regular meetings
to strengthen wunity and
camaraderie among
members. Additionally, it
maintains a defaulters’ list to
protect members from bad
paymasters, ensuring the
integrity of  business
transactions.

Led by the motto,
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas - ABPLTA Ka
Vikas,” the association is
committed to building a
stronger and more united
future for the plywood and
laminate industry. With a
focus on turning challenges
into opportunities, ABPLTA
aims to ensure sustainable
growth and success for all its

stakeholders.

WWW.PLYGAZETTE.COM

MONTHLY REPORT ON THE INDIAN PANEL AND SURFACE INDUSTRY

76 | DECEMBER 2024 PLY GAZETTE



India Gears Up for Largest
Plywood & Woodworking

Machinery Expo

The Ekana International Cricket
Stadium in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, is set to
host the much-anticipated International Ply &
Wood Machinery Expo 2024 from 20th to 22nd
December. Organised by The Eventage, this
three-day event promises to be a landmark
gathering for the plywood and woodworking
industry, drawing exhibitors and visitors from
acrossIndiaand abroad.

The expo aims to showcase the latest
advancements in woodworking machinery,
plvwood production, and related industries,
offering a platform for innovation, networking,
and business growth. The organisers have
announced a special limited-time offer of a 10%
discount on stall bookings, encouraging
businessestosecuretheirspacesearly.

The event will run daily from 10 a.m.to 6
p.m. and is expected to attract a diverse crowd,
including manufacturers, suppliers, industry

professionals, and enthusiasts. With support
fromprominentindustry associations,theexpo
aims to highlight cutting-edge technologies
and foster collaborations between key players
inthesector.

For exhibitors, the International Ply &
Wood Machinery Expo 2024 represents a
unique opportunity to display their products
and services to a highly targeted audience.
Organisers Jitendra Shukla and Vijay Shukla
haveencouraged businesses to book their stalls
promptly, emphasising the limited availability
ofdiscounted spaces.

With India’s plywood and woodworking
machinery market experiencing rapid growth,
theexpoaimstostrengthenits positionasahub
forindustryinnovationand collaboration.

Mark your calendars for this must-
attend event that promises to be path breaking
forthe plywood andwoodworkingsectors.
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NWIPWM Expo 2024:
Showcasing India's Largest
Plywood and Woodworking
Machinery Innovations

The Northern Wood International Ply
and Wood Machinery Expo 2024 isscheduledto
take place from 20th to 22nd December at the
Ekana International Cricket Stadium in
Lucknow, UP. Touted as India's largest
exhibition for plywood and woodworking
machinery, the event aims to bring together
professionals, entreprencurs, and enthusiasts
to explore the latest advancements and
opportunitiesintheindustry.

Organisers announced that entry to the
expo would be free for all visitors, with timings
set from 10 am to 6 pm Attendees can expect to

see cutting-edge machinery, tools. and

-y
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materials, along with innovations in plywood
manufacturingandalliedindustries.

Theorganizingteams, The Eventage and
Seraphic, mentioned that exhibitors have the
chance to book stalls with a 10% discount, an
offer available for a limited time. They also
shared that the event has garnered support
from key industry stakeholders, ensuring a
diverseand comprehensive showcase.

The event is expected to be a significant
platform for networking and discovering
innovations shaping the future of the plywood

andwoodworkingsectorinIndia.
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North East Wood Expo 2024 -
Innovating the Wood Industry

Guwahati, Assam: The North East Wood
Exp02024,held from 22nd to 24th November at
the Sursajai Stadium, concluded on a high note
with enthusiastic participation from industry
leaders and professionals.Undertheleadership
of Vice-President Gajendra Rajput, the Wood
Technologist Association (WTA) made a
significant impact as a key participant in the
event.

During the three-day expo, numerous
industrialists fromthe North Eastengaged with

the WTA at their stall, discussing pressing

issues faced by the wood industry. Among the
topconcernsraisedwerethe challengesofwood
WTA
insights on

::;t‘usumng and termite treatment.

members actively shared

minimising wood wastage during seasoning

and provided detailed explanations of effective
termitetreatment processes.
In response to industry feedback, WTA

Vice-President Gajendra Rajput announced
| #AbTuffKaHaiZamanao

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIAL
FOR YOUR HOME,

that the association would organise regular
online webinars to address these technical
issues, reinforcing WTA's commitment to
supporting the industry with innovative
solutions. This commitment was well-received
by attendees and further cemented WTA's role
asatrusted partnerinthesector.

WTA Secretary Manoj Gwari, along with
Mukesh Kumar Yadav and Dr. Sandeep Kumar,
also contributed valuable perspectives during
the event, highlighting the association’s
expertiseanddedication.

As a token of appreciation. the Wood
Expoorganisingteamhonoured the WTAwitha
trophy for their active participation and
valuable contributions as a support partner.
This recognition reflects the growing
collaboration between industry stakeholders
andthe WTA, fostering progress andinnovation

inthewoodsector.

AvoluGion Plywood
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Nepal Wood International Expo
2025: Shaping the Future of
Wood & Woodworking

The 10th Nepal Wood International
Expo is set to be the ultimate gathering for the
wood and woodworking industry, bringing
together innovators, manufacturers, and key
buyers under one roof. Scheduled to take place
from 17th to 19th January 2025 at the Bhrikuti
Mandap Exhibition Hall, Kathmandu, this
prestigious event promises toredefine industry
standards and create new opportunities for
growth.

As the premier platform for showcasing
innovations, the expo provides businesses with
a unique chance to connect with decision-
makers, present groundbreaking products, and
position themselves as industry leaders. From
plywood and laminates to woodworking
machinery, furniture production technology,
furnishings, tools, raw materials, and allied
products, the event offers a comprehensive
display of the latest advancements driving the
sector forward.

The expo is not just an exhibition; itis a
dynamic marketplace where businesses can

network with global players, learn about
emerging trends, and find solutions to meet
evolving market demands. Whether you're a
manufacturer looking to showcase cutting-
edge technologies or a supplier aiming to
expand yourreach.theeventistailored tocreate
meaningful and business
opportunities.

connections

This year's theme, "Innovation Awaits:
Be Part of the Big Thing" underscores the
transformative potential of the woodworking
industry. Participants will have the opportunity
tolead the market with their solutions and gain
a competitive edge by engaging directly with
industrystakeholders.

Mark your calendar, and join the world’s
best at the Bhrikuti Mandap Exhibition Hall,
Kathmandu,Nepal.

The Nepal Wood International Expo
2025 isn't just an event, it's a gateway o
innovation, collaboration, and success. Don't
miss your chance to shape the future of the
woodworkingindustry!
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IFC 2025 Southern Edition:
Showcase of Innovation and

Collaboration

TheIndia Furniture Conclave 2025(IFC)
Southern Edition, scheduled to take place from
21st to 23rd February. 2025, at the Bangalore
International Exhibition Centre (BIEC), is
gearing up to be a defining event for India's
furniture ecosystem. The third edition of this
prestigious conclave aims to bring together
leading businesses, architects, interior
designers, showroom owners, and other key
stakeholders in the industry. The event's
primary objective is to catalyse collaboration,
innovation. and growth across furniture
manufacturing and related sectors, including
kitchens, hardware, wardrobes, doors and
shutters, accessories, appliances. and furniture
machinery.

Organisers reveal that the conclave will

serve as a comprehensive platform for
exhibitors and visitors alike. Exhibitors will
have the opportunity to showcase their
products to a diverse audience, including
architects, interior designers, retailers,
wholesalers, and OEMs from Southern India.
They are expected to build connections with
influential decision-makers from states like
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, and South Maharashtra.
Moreover, businesses will be able to participate
in panel discussions to position their brands as
thoughtleadersintheindustry.

For visitors, the event promises a rich
experience filled with learning and networking
opportunities. Attendees will gain insights

from seasoned industry experts on navigating

web: www.lrbwood.in
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challenges and maximising opportunities in
the dvnamic furniture market. They will also
have the chance to explore cutting-edge
products and designs, ranging from furniture
and architectural surfaces to hardware and
highlighters. The interactive sessions with
leading brands and industry leaders are
expected to pave the way for meaningful
collaborations.

The IFC 2025 will feature several key
highlights. Panel discussions will focus on
essential topics such as growth strategies,
scaling up operations, and thriving in
competitive environments. Simultaneously, a
concurrentarchitectural design conference will
be hosted, enabling attendees to participate in
both events with a single delegate pass.
Additionally, the exhibition will showcase
innovative solutions from top furniture
manufacturers associated with the MATECIA
Exhibition.

Organisers emphasisetheimportance of
the conclave in driving the future of the
furniture and interiors industry. They
encourage businesses and professionals to
seize this opportunity to grow, connect, and
innovate. Whether as an exhibitor or a visitor,
participants can expect to be part of an event
that not only highlights the latest trends and
technologies but also fosters industry-wide
growthand collaboration.

The event will take place over three days,
with conferences planned for the first two days.
Registrations are open, and organisers have
invited interested parties to secure their spot at
thislandmarkgathering,.

The India Furniture Conclave 2025
promises to be a pivotal moment for Southern
India’s furniture industry, driving innovation
andsettingthe stage forfutureadvancements.

Organisers emphasise the importance of the conclave in driving

the future of the furniture and interiors industry.
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SRICHAKRA ENGINEERING EQUIPMENTS

Manufacturers of Hydraulic Presses for Plywood & Laminates

Factory : Plot No. 21-A1, Il Phase, Peenya Industrial Area, Banglore - 560 058.
Tel : 080 28395827, Fax : 080 28392794 e-mail : varadul@hotmail.com
Yamuna Nagar Contact : Mr. Sridhar - Cell : 98120 29890

Manufacturer of High Quality Hydraulic
Presses for Plywood, Block Board, Flush Doors,

Particle Boards, Compreg , Rubber
Coir Mattress & High Pressure Laminates

designshelter 98450 17801



HEAVY DUTY
LOG ROUNDER (DEBARKER)

24 Months Manufacturing Warranty*.
Innovative Design By 30 Yrs Experienced Team.
Suitable For Various Types Of Hard & Soft Wood.
Suitable For Bottleneck Wood.

Stress Tested For Optimum Performance.
Custom Made Also Available,

M K R O U N D E R J +9198120 93479 , +91 97562 07000

E-34 INDUSTRIAL AREA , YAMUNA NAGAR -135001 HARYANA INDIA % mkrounderindia@gmail.com




SINCE 1952
SERVING THE INDUSTRY WITH INNOVATIVE
woustees  TECHNOLOGY AND ARE STILL EVOLVING

'
JET VENTILATED ROLLER TRACK VENEER DRYER
Available in 3 Section 3 Deck to 16 Section 4 Deck ,

ROTARY
PEELING LATHE 56"

108" SPINDLELESS ROTARY
PEELING MACHINE

AUTOMATIC PLYWOOD
DOUBLE SIZER

HEAVY DUTY DEBARKING
MACHINE WITH CHIPPER

CHAIN D.D.SAW
GLUE SPREADER 56"

Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA,
M Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203,
INDLE T RIES E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com, Website: www, kalyanindustries.in,



LARGEST SUPPLIER OF WIDE BELT SANDER IN INDIA

TOP & BOTTOM SURFACE SANDING LINE (CONSTANT SANDING LINE)

FOUR HEAD T~
TOP & BOTTOM SURFACE

WIDE BELT CALIBRATING
WIDE BELT SANDER & TOP & BOTTOM
S&NE:ING MACHINE BRUSH SANDER

woreo 4 O ~'m ) _
WO HEAD FOUR HEAD
TOP & BOTTOM
TOP & BOTTOM WIDE BELT CALIBRATOR WIDE BELT HEAVY DUTY
CALIBRATOR " TOP SURFACE
(HEAVY DUTY) CALIBRATOR
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: '._ SANTING M) t':
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Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA
an___ Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax ; + 91-(1732) 260203
INILIES TRIES

w Website: www.kalyanindustries.in, E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com
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(L: Rajdhani Crafts & Daughters

Group Established Since 1964

Over the past year, we have been dedicated to providing
exceptional interior solutions for homes and hotels.

Discover the perfect

DOOR & FLOORING

solution for your space
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B U Flooring

| 'I\' '.; |
" -‘ ]
I y
T 1
g a.?
ol
L ] 1l
1
!
I
L]

e, e e
S o
i’ . gy b 1
L — -

Contact us today to begin your journey to refined living!

. +91 9079134301, +91 9261904921 P sales@thercd.in

Q@ Khasara No 1955-1965, Near 6 KM Mile Stone, Jaitpura, Sikar Road,
Jaipur, Rajasthan 303704 INDIA










R.N.I DELBILO3N8

e
W T
yﬁ'ﬂ:_-_f’_;rﬂd

SHIV-DONAN DECCHR ATD

100% Phenolic Resin Materials
White | Off White | Fabric | Wooden

SHIVDHAN DECORE LTD.

Plot No. : 556, Hiwari Layout, Opp. Poonam Mall, Nagpur - 440008
Factory : 30km Stone, Bhandara Road, Village - Wadoda, Dist. Nagpur (Maharashtra)
Ph. : 0712 2764655, 2774655
Deepak Patel ;: +91 80801 88200 | Nilesh Patel : +91 62656 78852
Mahek Patel ;: +91 99234 01818 | Pradeep Gadkari

We are also manufacturer :

PRELAM PARTICLE BOARDS

8 x 4 Bagasse Base
HI - TECH BOARDS PVT. LTD

Bardoli, Surat (Gujarat) Hitesh Patel ; +9 505 | Harshad Patel

Butibari, I".-:.‘:.'__‘J|.‘.'I.J| (Maharashtra) r"]lr":J| Pate 8190110 3 | Mahek Patel . +817 949, 11818 | Prade




