The Stow, Harlow, CM20 3AF
Minister: Rev Blair Kirkby:
bkirkby@msn.com 01279 443400
or 07913 476934

MINISTERIAL TEAM LETTER
Rev Blair Kirkby
12 Harefield, Harlow, CM20 3EF
Home: 01279 443400
Mobile: 07913 476934
email: bkirkby@msn.com

Rev John Buxton, M A (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 01279 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Dear Friends,
In a book called, “The Power of Promises,” Lewis Smedes writes the following. “Somewhere
people still make and keep promises. These people choose not to quit when the going gets
tough because they promised once to see it through.” They stick to lost causes. They hold on to
a love grown cold. They stay by people who have become a pain in the neck. They dare enough
to make promises and they care enough to keep them. I want to say to you that if you have a
ship you will not desert, if you have a people you will not forsake, if you have causes that you
will not abandon, then you are like God.”
As I write these words it is the middle of January and I suspect that for some of us the
promises and resolutions made in earnest at the start of the new year are already losing their
appeal. Resolutions of any kind can be hard to keep, but every January, on Methodist Covenant
Sunday, we are encouraged to remember not only that God has made promises to us, but that
we have made promises to God. We are, we believe, the objects of God’s love, the ship that He
will not desert and the cause that He will not abandon. However, on Covenant Sunday we are
invited to be like God, to remember and recommit ourselves to our most fundamental Christian
promises, and then to stand by those promises all year long.
These promises are, of course, both a blessing and a burden. They are a blessing because
they give our lives meaning and make us better than we might otherwise have been. They are a
burden because we sometimes feel ourselves to be unequal to what they require from us.
However, even when we fail miserably in the face of them, even when we do things that we are
ashamed of, and turn our backs on God Himself, God does not turn His back on us, for that is
what it means to be saved by a love that we have not earned.
We don’t know what the year will bring: what blessings, what virus variants, what
turmoil, what joy, what death, what life will come our way in the odd string of events that is a
year. If it is like any other year, there will be a strange mix of the terrible and the wonderful all
rolled up together. The point of the covenant service is to ensure that we face all of that, the
good and the bad - the joyful moments and the sad ones - with our fundamental Christian
commitments in place, so as to make us the best Christians we can be, whatever happens.
“Therefore,” says the preacher, “let us make this covenant of God our own. Let us give
ourselves to him anew, trusting in his promises and relying on his Grace.” And then after a
short prayer the whole congregation stands and says these solemn words: “I am no longer my
own but yours, put me where you will. Rank with whom you will. Let me be employed for you
or laid aside for you, exalted for you or brought low for you. Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. Freely and whole-heartedly I yield my life and all
that I possess to your pleasure and disposal.”
God be with you and God be with me as we seek to be true to these great promises in the
coming year.
In Christ, Rev Blair
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
The need of the world is to listen to God. – Albert Einstein
If Christians praised God more, the world would doubt Him less. – C E Jefferson
The Bible has a great deal to say about suffering, and most of it is encouraging. – A W Tozer
Some people treat God as they do a lawyer; they go to Him only when they are in trouble.
The self-sufficient do not pray, the self-satisfied will not pray, and the self-righteous cannot
pray. – L Ravenhill
Seek Christ, and you will find Him, and with Him everything else thrown in. – CS Lewis
Do not be afraid: For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a
sound mind. - (2 Timothy 1:7)
This one simple act of beginning each day with God sets each day on the path of wisdom.
With Valentine’s Day in mind:
Love is the master key to a happy home.
Marriage requires falling in love many times – always with the same person.
Marriage has three states: cooing, wedding, and billing.
When there is room in the heart there is room in the house. – Danish proverb
‘Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all. – Tennyson

Candlemas, The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas
season on Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly 40 days after
Christmas Day itself.
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby
boy: it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all
good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child
– to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new mother,
was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in
the Temple.
So, where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the
Light of the World, and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many candles
in celebration of this day. The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply
of candles for the church on this day – hence the name, Candlemas.
The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40 and also Simeon’s
recognition of who Jesus was and his great declaration of faith .
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IN LOVING MEMORY
on the anniversary of their death Rev Jim Gill 1st February 2009
John Allbutt 11th February 2018
Jeanne Ashpole 15th February 2019
Rev Harold Fisher 28th February 2012
Beti Evans 11th March 2013
Elsie Steel 15th March 2021
May God comfort those who mourn.

CHURCH KITCHENS.
We need two people to volunteer to keep an eye on our two kitchens.
If about once a month you could do a bit of tidying, with cupboard, fridge and worktop
cleaning etc., we would be very grateful.
The church is open some mornings each week or a key can be arranged for you to come
in at your convenience.
Please contact Jean Gill if you can help. 07970056733.

I started attended Trinity URC 22 years ago. It was my next door neighbour that
introduced me to the church and I was not a Christian then, with zero knowledge of the
bible. On a visit to Cambridge several years later, I found in a Christian bookshop a
paperback called `Unlocking the Bible`. It was this book that explained the bible to me and
spurred me on to studying every book in the bible. The latter taking me five years. I
discovered Premier Christian Radio and UCB when I obtained my first DAB radio and
started listening to bible teaching. One programme in particular (sadly no longer broadcast)
was `Through the Bible`, the name indicating that it covered all 66 books.
I have produced the accounts for Trinity for more than fifteen years. Some 10 years ago I
was elected as an elder. In 2011 I started contributing to the church magazine `Trident`. The
contributions included items about the bible (bible basics) and stories about the inspiration of
our worship songs and hymns. How many members actually read them is another matter?
Kathryn asked me to take over the magazine about five years ago and I produced some 28
issues, changing the name to `The Burning Bush`. The problem was that hardly anyone
contributed and I had to write most of it myself. More recently I became Treasurer and
became involved in leading worship.
In November 2021 Trinity URC closed. This was a very sad occasion considering the
efforts of all the early pioneers involved in building and establishing the church. I produced
three commemorative magazines documenting the history of the church with many
photographs and press cuttings. My membership has now been transferred to St. Andrews. I
have always been single and share my home with 3 dogs and hundreds of books.
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What children have to say about angels
It’s not easy to become an angel! First, you die. Then you go to Heaven, and
then there’s still the flight training to go through. And then you have to agree
to wear those angel clothes. -Matthew, age 9
Angels work for God and watch over kids when God has to do something else.
– Mitchell, age 7
My guardian angel helps me with maths, but he’s not much good for science. – Henry, age 8
Angels don’t eat, but they drink milk from holy cows. – Jack, age 6
###############
A government warning said that anyone travelling in icy conditions should take: shovel,
blankets, sleeping bag, scarf, hat and gloves, 24 hours supply of food and drink, de-icer, rock
salt, torch, spare batteries, road flares, reflective triangles, tow rope, a five gallon petrol
jerrycan, first aid kit, and jump leads. So … I looked a complete idiot on the bus this morning!
Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday school. “Well,
Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead
the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his engineers build a pontoon
bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then he radioed headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.”
“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother asked, somewhat
alarmed.
“Well, no, Mum. But if I told it the way the teacher did, you’d never believe it!”
A rather pompous minister asked his confirmation class: “Why do people call me a
Christian?”
After some hesitation one lad ventured: “Perhaps because they don’t know you?”
Living on earth may be expensive, but it includes an annual free trip around the sun.

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk
If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.
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Highway Code changes giving cyclists priority over drivers could cause problems to drivers if
they are unaware of the new rules. Here is a brief outline but if you drive - do check out all
the new rules.
1. Motorists will have to give way to cyclists, horse-riders and pedestrians at junctions
because there is now a new hierarchy of responsibility based on how vulnerable a road
user is.
2. Cyclists are advised to ride in the middle of their road-lane and only pull over when faster
traffic is behind them. They must also give way to pedestrians because they are more
vulnerable road users.
SUDOKU - Solution on page 8

We need a new
AUDIO-VISUAL
OPERATOR
for Sunday
Mornings.
Hands-on training
will be given.
Please talk to
David, Lloyd or Rev
Blair if you think
you can help.

BAPTISMS
on 26th December 2021
Eugenio Adnano Sanha 3rd Jan. 2018
and
Emanuel Antonio Lopes Texeira
12th Jan. 2014.
May God’s blessing rest on them.
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OLD TESTAMENT CHARACTERS
PART 1 – BALAAM (From Numbers 22 to 25)
by Arthur Revels
The Old Testament is neglected today but it contains many interesting stories and
characters and also provides lessons for us today. The Old Testament is quoted in the New
hundreds of times and you need to know the Old to understand the New. There is the old
rhyme `The Old Testament is the New concealed but the New Testament is the Old revealed`
(source unknown). There are hundreds of types/prophecies/ allusions of Jesus in the Old
Testament.
Balaam is a rascal and Balak from Moab hired Balaam to curse Israel. A curse was a
spoken word believed to bring misfortune. Moab was in great fear of the people of Israel
after seeing what they done to the Amorites. Midian joined with Moab and the elders of
Midian journeyed to see Balaam with the fee for the curse. Midian also feared Israel. Balaam
was attracted by the money offered.
Balaam spoke to God but God would not permit Balaam to curse Israel as they were
God`s chosen people and were blessed. Balaam saddled his donkey and travelled to Moab
with the elders of Midian. God was angry and sent an angel to stop him from going. The
donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand and
turned aside out of the road. Balaam was not pleased and struck the donkey. The donkey
moved again to miss the angel and pressed Balaam`s foot against a wall. He struck the
donkey again. The angel moves ahead and stood in a narrow place and there was no way to
turn right or left and the donkey lay down under Balaam. Balaam was angry and struck the
donkey with his staff.
God then makes the donkey speak and she says to Balaam `what have I done to you that
you have struck me three times`. Balaam replied `because you made a fool of me and if I had
a sword, I would kill you`. Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam and he saw the angel
standing in the way with a sword drawn. The angel speaks and tells Balaam `if the donkey
had not moved aside, you, Balaam would have been killed`. The angel permits Balaam to
continue the journey but reminds him to speak only with the words God would tell him.
God put words in the mouth of Balaam and this resulted in four oracles. Balak is not
pleased because Balaam was blessing Israel instead of cursing them. In a later verse Balaam
was accused of corrupting the people of Israel into immorality with the women of Moab
(Numbers 31.16). Had he found another way of earning his fee?
Balaam`s fourth oracle predicted the future coming of Israel`s king and that a star shall
come out of Jacob. The star led the wise men to Bethlehem to visit the young Jesus (Numbers
24.17). Balaam is quoted in the New Testament, `they have followed Balaam who loved gain
from wrong doing, but was rebuked for his own transgressions, a speechless donkey spoke
with human voice and restrained the prophet`s madness ` (2 Peter 15 – 16)
What can we learn from Balaam: - love your neighbour, do not earn money dishonestly,
hear and listen to God`s word and be kind to all animals.
*************
Finally some anagrams, all bible characters: HAZE HIKE
JAIL, EH?
THE HALO HIP

IMOAN
ENHANCE BUZZARD
A LUSH THEME
ARM AHADHAZE HIKE
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As I sat down to write this issue’s article, the January Sales were in full swing in the shops. This
reminded me of the Saturday Stalls at St. Andrew’s, which also held a January sale at this time of the year.
For more than 50 years, the Saturday Stalls operated in our church foyer and corridor on all Saturdays
throughout the year, except in the month of August, when they had a break. It was open to the general
public, and was popular with residents around the Stow area.
The shop dealt mainly in second-hand clothing, with other merchandise and bric-a-brac, all donated
by parishioners and friends. It provided a valuable service to the locals, especially in the early days of
Harlow when cheap clothing, and in particular children’s clothing, were not so readily available as is now.
The shop was started by Kathleen Jackman not long after St. Andrew’s opened its door. It was then
run in succession by Kathleen Lelean, Joan Taylor, and most recently, Barbara Spencer, with the help of
ladies from the Women’s Fellowship and friends. It was hard work for the ladies, but rewarding, as there
were customers who liked to come in every Saturday morning for a chat year after year. New friendships
were formed, easing the way for them to join in with other church activities and occasionally leading to
church membership.
Through the years, it was estimated that Saturday Stalls brought in to the church general funds, in
today’s money terms, in excess of fifty thousand pounds, which was a remarkable achievement in itself,
not to mention the service it had provided for the community. Alas, when the Salvation Army Charity
Shop opened for business in the Stow, we knew our shop’s days were limited: we simply could not
compete in terms of opening hours or range of goods. It finally closed its door in June, 2014.
The photo was taken by me in 2004, at the time when the stalls were managed by Barbara Spencer.
Appearing in the photo with Barbara (in the middle) were the team members, starting from the left, Doris
Dougherty, Sandra Old, Pat Payne and Audrey Cessford. Behind them were some of the merchandise on
display. We give thanks to all the workers of Saturday Stalls for their decades of devoted service.
I shall be running out of old photos soon! So I am appealing to you for help. If you have any
memorable photos of past activities at St. Andrew’s that you wish to consider for publishing in the
magazine, I invite you to send them to me, (preferably with descriptions). These I will scan, format and
enhance. They will be handled with care and returned after use. Many thanks.
Andrew Wong

7

My beloved ones, don’t ever limit your joy or fail to rejoice in the
wonderful experience of knowing our Lord Jesus! I don’t mind repeating
what I’ve already written you because it protects you - beware of those
religious hypocrites who teach that you should be circumcised to please
God. For we have already experienced ‘heart-circumcision,’ and we worship God in the
power and freedom of the Holy Spirit. We are those who boast in what Jesus Christ has
done, and not in what we can accomplish in our own strength.
It’s true that I once relied on all that I had become. I had a reason to boast and impress
people with my accomplishments - more than others - for my pedigree was impeccable.

OUR CHURCH IS LOOKING BRIGHTER!
We have 18 new lights around our building and our
CHAPEL has been decorated in the last few weeks
by some of our congregation.
Our thanks to those who have completed this work.

Loving Lord Jesus,

PRAYER
May we praise and worship you, risen Lord.
May we know your presence in our hearts and
minds.
May we study your Word, listen for your prompting, follow your path.
We bring before you a hurting world, cruel dictators, unfair laws, repressed
people, war-torn countries. We remember those who suffer through illness,
starvation, natural disasters, fear, abuse. May we pray for those who suffer.
In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.
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Dear Friends,
The last year has been difficult for most people. For some, it has been
devastating. The strong have been made weak, the able – disabled. In St John 21
Jesus tells Simon Peter what the future holds for him. And it’s not a pretty
picture.
With aging and infirmity, we can lose independence. We can gracefully accept help or
fight others off. We can make the best of it or make life a misery for those around us.
Jesus gave so much, but he also received. He lay down in the boat and slept while his
disciples battled the storm around him. He accepted the washing of his feet with tears and
anointing with perfume from a sinful woman.
The unpredictability of Covid 19 is something that has got to so many of us. We are used
to freedom, deciding, planning, but now we live at the whim of an invisible invader.
At the start of Chapter 3 of the letter St Paul wrote to his Christian friends, recorded in
Colossians, he explains that our very selves, our faith - is hidden in Christ.
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
If we are too ill to pray; too confused to even know our thoughts; too depressed to face
our own existence – then our faith is safely hidden in Christ’s love, and all shall be well.
Here is a story I wrote last year, based on an incident in the Second World War.
GRAINS OF RICE
Ted held the tobacco tin towards the knot of men. ‘Just add one or two grains. Please,’ he added
almost under his breath.
The exhausted group looked up, one by one. He waited patiently, the tin shaking slightly in
his outstretched hand. Most added to the tin and he nodded his thanks.
‘Eight tonight, in my hut,’ he said as he moved to the next group.
The rain was hammering relentlessly, seeping through the rusting roof and soaking the rags
and cardboard replacing the broken panes.
As eight o’clock drew near, men shuffled wearily towards Ted’s hut. A few leant on friends
for support; one or two were carried. No one spoke, too tired to make the effort.
A candle and home-made cross stood on a table with the tobacco tin in front. Ted had put his
dog-collar on. It was filthy and blood-spattered now but the men still found comfort from it,
knowing it meant God hadn’t forgotten them in this dreadful place.
The candle was lit and Ted stood, arms raised in a blessing. And the only sound was a
rasping cough from one of those who was ill.
As they sang, somehow they gained strength. When they reached the last verse, the strains of
‘Goodness and mercy …shall surely follow me,…’ their haggard faces were almost restored to the
young men who had entered this place so many months before.
Ted intoned the well-known words and they joined in the responses.
‘This is my body,’ as he held the tin reverently.
And they passed it along the rows, taking one grain each.
Somehow a miracle had happened. In giving, they received so much more. In worshipping,
they were made anew. In sharing, they became their better selves.
God Bless and keep you,
Hazel Taylor
99

We
n
ope eed at
le
n fo
r Co ast 2 p
ffe e
e
afte ople ea
r ch
c
urch h Sun
d
The rota of those who will prepare and serve . C
a n y a y to
ou h
tea, coffee and biscuits after church each week.
elp?
week 1
Gay Brown
week 2
offers please to Jean Gill
week 3
Hazel Taylor & Andrew Proctor
week 4
Alison Brand
week 5
offers please to Jean Gill

STARS
Each Tuesday in term time @ 10am
Contact: Alison Brand 445187

First Tuesday
Gay Brown
HE
Second Tuesday Gisela Heinecke
LP
ER
Third Tuesday Gay Brown
S
Fourth Tuesday
CAN YOU HELP?
Regular helper at start - Andrew Proctor

6th
Can you help?
13th The Gill Family
20th Yvonne Jones
27th Margaret Torkildsen

Flowers:
contact Margaret Mountsteven - 411028
or Hazel - 438905

Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences
two weeks before your flower date.
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FEBRUARY DIARY
SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

F
E Thursday
SUNDAY
B
SUNDAY
R Saturday
U SUNDAY
A
SUNDAY
R
Y

WE ARE WORSHIPPING
IN CHURCH
and also on ZOOM

We don’t have helpers
for a crèche.
Could you help?

3rd

12.25pm

Friendship Group at the home of Margaret in East Park

6th

10.30am

Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

13th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

19th

11.00am

Pop-in prayers

20th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Ruzive Mhiribidi (with final assessment
by David Swindale)

27th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby
(Note: the Baptism is postponed)

We need a new AUDIO-VISUAL OPERATOR for Sunday Mornings.
Hands-on training will be given.
Please talk to David, Lloyd or Rev Blair if you think you can help.
DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -
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DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am
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Tuesday

1st

Pancake Day

Wednesday 2nd

Beginning of Lent

Friday

4th

World Day of Prayer

Thursday

3rd

12.30pm

Friendship Group at Hazel’s Home in Ladyshot

SUNDAY

6th

10.30am

Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

SUNDAY

13th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise

Saturday

19th

11.00am

Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY

20th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

CLOCKS GO FORWARD Sunday 27th

SUNDAY

27th

10.30am

Morning Worship on Mothering Sunday - Rev John Buxton

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
all welcome
SUNDAY 22nd May at 2.30pm
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
SUNDAY 3rd July at 2.30pm
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