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INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Sign up for customized messaging at bhamgov.org/enews.

EMERGENCY ALERTS 

Register for emergency alerts at nixle.com or text 48009 to

888777.

VIRTUALLY EXPLORE BIRMINGHAM

Enjoy our 3D virtual tour at birmingham.skywayvr.com.

ENGAGE WITH US

Share feedback at engage.bhamgov.org.

SOCIAL MEDIA

       

       facebook.com/BhamGov          @bhamgov  

Stay Connected
BLOOD DRIVE
DONORS NEEDED

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

SAVE WITH 
SUSTAINABLE HABITS

NEW BUSINESSES

NEW! PETER COTTON
TRAIL EVENT

http://www.bhamgov.org/enews
http://www.nixle.com/
https://birmingham.skywayvr.com/
http://engage.bhamgov.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BhamGov
https://www.instagram.com/bhamgov/
https://www.facebook.com/BhamGov
https://www.instagram.com/bhamgov/
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Looking for the inside scoop at City Hall? Download the City

Manager's Report prepared for the City Commission each month.

Birmingham City Manager Jana Ecker provides the latest updates

from city departments and a sneak peek at upcoming events,

staffing changes, developments and more.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

Submit non-emergency concerns directly to the

City of Birmingham using the GovAlert Mobile app.  

Simply download the free app and follow the user-

friendly prompts. Follow this link for a short video

with step-by-step instructions. Don't want to use

the app? That's OK! Submit your request at

bhamgov.org/citizenrequests.

SUBMIT CONCERNS
WITH GOVALERT

City Hall, located at 151

Martin Street, is open

Monday through Friday from

8a.m.-5 p.m. 

The Police Department lobby

entrance on the east side of

City Hall on Pierce Street is

the point of contact for all

off-hour requests.

MEETINGS
City Commission and other

city boards meet in person,

and most have a virtual

option available to the public

(see meeting agendas for

Zoom information). For

meetings that occur after

hours, visitors can access

City Hall through the Police

Department lobby entrance

on Pierce Street. You may

also watch many city

meetings on your local cable

access channel and by web

streaming on the city's

Vimeo channel.

CONTACT US 
Visit bhamgov.org/contacts

to view a list of department

contact numbers. 

CITY OFFICES 

https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/2025/Nov%202025/20251117%20Manager%20Report%20-%20rev.pdf?t=202511211558020
https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/2026/Feb.%202026/20260223%20Manager%20Report%20rev%20final.pdf?t=202602201331590
https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/2026/Feb.%202026/20260223%20Manager%20Report%20rev%20final.pdf?t=202602201331590
https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/2025/Nov%202025/20251117%20Manager%20Report%20-%20rev.pdf?t=202511211558020
https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/2025/Nov%202025/20251117%20Manager%20Report%20-%20rev.pdf?t=202511211558020
https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/2025/Nov%202025/20251117%20Manager%20Report%20-%20rev.pdf?t=202511211558020
https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/2025/Nov%202025/20251117%20Manager%20Report%20-%20rev.pdf?t=202511211558020
http://www.bhamgov.org/govalert
http://www.bhamgov.org/citizenrequests?fbclid=IwAR2-70mpRhFUzeps4xwkywixXtK4jUvKtMMvcIjH_PZehWgGrHo3J8N4074
https://vimeo.com/birmingham
https://vimeo.com/birmingham
http://www.bhamgov.org/contacts
http://www.bhamgov.org/contacts


Meet Birmingham Fire Chief Matt Bartalino and Assistant Fire Chief Tom Hughes! Chief

Bartalino and Assistant Chief Hughes reflect on their time with the department, share

details about new fire trucks arriving soon, and talk about what they enjoy most about

serving with the Birmingham Fire Department. They also discuss important home safety

tips that can save lives. Visit bhamgov.org/meetthestaff to learn more. 

FIRE CHIEF MATT BARTALINO AND ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF TOM HUGHES

MEET THE STAFF
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The city’s Agenda and Meeting Management portal by CivicPlus makes it easy to view

and search City Commission agenda packets and minutes. Coming soon, all city board

and committee meeting materials will be available within the portal. Benefits of the

portal include:

enhanced packet accessibility 

easily find and search within agenda packets

ability to download only one agenda item rather than the entire packet

user-friendly digital packets support sustainability and paperless initiatives

Follow these instructions to navigate meeting materials and search within the portal,

and access City Commission documents within the portal here.

ENJOY PORTAL FOR VIEWING AND SEARCHING
AGENDA PACKETS AND MINUTES 

http://www.bhamgov.org/meetthestaff
http://www.bhamgov.org/meetthestaff
https://www.civicplus.com/?utm_term=civicplus%20platform&utm_campaign=CP0%2001%20Branded%20CivicCorporate&utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_kw=civicplus%20platform&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ad=704963025313&hsa_tgt=kwd-827981668061&hsa_acc=8087321148&hsa_cam=%2712513631917&hsa_src=g&hsa_ver=3&hsa_mt=b&hsa_grp=121817389609&utm_content=adgroup%20CivicPlus&matchtype=b&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12513631917&gbraid=0AAAAADRG8TjLyOgofeL_XJm2nd5IRFM4k&gclid=Cj0KCQiAp-zLBhDkARIsABcYc6vWbVW2WD1AXYsJ8gpPRPfbQ4KmbINHfe5ti_W_lo9NVpJ9kzaNa2UaAkp5EALw_wcB
https://www.bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/Around%20Town%20e-Newsletter/2026/AMMS%20How%20to%20Use%20the%20Public%20Portal.pdf?t=202601291407520
https://birminghammi.portal.civicclerk.com/?category_id=26


Advisory Parking Committee
Shopping District Board
Board of Review
Parks & Recreation Board
Planning Board

JOIN A CITY
BOARD
The city is looking for individuals who want to give back to their
community by serving on a board or committee. This is your
opportunity to make recommendations that shape the city’s future!
Select a board that fits your skills at bhamgov.org/boardopportunities
or click on a board listed below to learn more. 

CURRENT OPENINGS

GET
INVOLVED

LEARN MORE
See current openings

bhamgov.org/boardopportunities

See all boards & commissions and apply online

bhamgov.org/boardsHousing Board of Appeals
Martha Baldwin Park Board

http://www.bhamgov.org/apc
https://bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_government/boards___commissions/birmingham_shopping_district_board.php
https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_government/boards___commissions/board_of_review.php
http://www.bhamgov.org/prb
http://www.bhamgov.org/planningboard
http://www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunities
http://www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunities
http://www.bhamgov.org/boards
https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_government/boards___commissions/housing_board_of_appeals.php
https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_government/boards___commissions/martha_baldwin_park_board.php


A R O U N D  T O W N  E - N E W S L E T T E R

The United States of America will celebrate the 250th anniversary of its founding on

July 4, 2026. During this special year, communities are highlighting the local history

that gives them character within the bigger picture of the American story. 

Birmingham is hosting special activities with a local history twist—including a new

exhibit at the Birmingham Museum—as we celebrate the people and history behind

our parks, our downtown, our neighborhoods, our civic heritage, and what gives

Birmingham its unique sense of place. Special events and activities are listed at

bhamgov.org/250years. 
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http://www.bhamgov.org/250years


Like most early residents of Birmingham, Elijah S. Fish came

to the wilderness to build a new life. He was born in

Massachusetts. His mother died when he was 7 years old

and he was sent to live with his aunt and uncle in Vermont.

At age 18, he left home and went to New York. During the

War of 1812 Fish got work as a teamster with the New York

Militia. Fish met his wife, Fanny Spencer, in New York in

1814 and they were married in 1815. After the war, the

Federal government was selling land in Michigan to

veterans at a reduced rate of $2 an acre. Fish purchased

160 acres along the Saginaw Trail (at what is now

Woodward Ave. and Lone Pine) and moved there with his

family in 1820.

NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM
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Fish became an active member of the developing Birmingham community. Being

Presbyterian, it was important to the Fishes to establish the First Presbyterian Church.

They held the first service in their barn in 1834 and Fish served as Deacon. Previously,

the Presbyterian Church’s General Assembly had adopted a resolution in 1818 that

declared slavery a gross violation of the laws of God, which led some in the church to

become radical abolitionists. In Michigan, Fish became one of the leading voices

fighting to abolish slavery. In 1836 he co-founded the Oakland County Anti-Slavery and

Discussion Society and was elected chair. The society worked to get anti-slavery

candidates elected to public office. Fish also represented Oakland County at the

Michigan State Anti-Slavery Society Convention in 1845. He brought national anti-

slavery lecturers to Birmingham to speak, such as Black abolitionists Henry Bibb and

William Cooper Nell. 

In 1850 Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Act, which required that all formerly

enslaved people be returned to their enslavers even if they were living in a free state.

This made it a federal crime to aid freedom seekers, risking six months’ imprisonment

and a fine up to $1,000. It also meant that Michigan was no longer safe for freedom

seekers. This led to increased activity of the Underground Railroad network, an

organized effort to shelter and aid freedom seekers to help them get safely to Canada.

Fish worked with Henry Bibb to found the Refugee Home Society, an organization which

bought land for formerly enslaved people to settle in Ontario. Lots were sold on easy

terms and the society helped provide funds, tools and materials. Fish was an important

contributor who was recognized in several issues of the Voice of the Fugitive, a

Canadian newspaper published by Bibb. 

 

THEY CHANGED BIRMINGHAM:

Elijah S. Fish (1791-1861) – Birmingham’s 

Pioneer Abolitionist



Unfortunately, Elijah Fish died in 1861, just before the start of the Civil War. He never

got to see the end of chattel slavery in the United States. However, his contributions

are still recognized today. After discovering his story, Birmingham Museum staff

worked to get his gravesite at Greenwood Cemetery recognized by the National Park

Service as part of the Underground Railroad Network to Freedom. His grave marker

inscription reads:

“A Useful life and peaceful death is the epitome of His History”

Elijah Fish changed Birmingham:
He co-founded the Oakland County Anti-Slavery and Discussion Society in 1836, one

of the first in Michigan. He worked to get abolitionist candidates elected to public

office.

Fish represented Oakland County as a delegate to the Michigan State Anti-Slavery

Convention in 1845.

He was involved directly with the Underground Railroad network. Fish helped

freedom seekers escape the country by providing them with funds and supplies.

Fish is buried in Greenwood Cemetery. His grave is officially recognized by the

National Park Service as part of the Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.

Fish raised funds for the Refugee Home Society, which purchased land for a

settlement in Ontario, Canada for formerly enslaved people.

Fish founded and served as the Deacon of First Presbyterian Church in Birmingham.

He and his wife Fanny held the first service in their barn in 1834. 

NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM (continued)
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Henry Bibb was an outspoken abolitionist
who lectured around the country. He was
born enslaved but escaped to Detroit
and eventually moved to Canada. He
worked closely with Fish to assist
freedom seekers on their journey to
safety. (Photo, Narrative of the Life and
Adventures of Henry Bibb: An American
Slave. New York, 1850.)

1857 map of Bloomfield Township
showing Elijah Fish’s property
highlighted in orange just south of
what is today Lone Pine and
Woodward Ave. (Hess Map,
Birmingham Museum collection)

First Presbyterian Church,
c1890-1920. Built approximately
thirty years after Fish’s death, it
serves as a reminder of the
lasting impact he had on the
community. 
(Birmingham Museum
Collection)
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Officers from Birmingham, Auburn Hills and Bloomfield Township police departments

are trading their badges for blades and taking over the ice at the Birmingham Ice Arena

on March 1, 2026. 

The event will take place during Open Skate from 2:30 – 3:50 p.m. Skate rental is

available for $3; limited availability. The cost to skate is $6 for adults, $5 for seniors

over 55 and children 17 and under.

Will there be skills? Maybe. Will there be wipeouts? Possibly. Will it be fun?

ABSOLUTELY!

Don't miss the chance to meet your local first responders and pick up from free swag.

We hope to see you there!

SKATE WITH A COP

SEE LOCAL CRIME ONLINE 

Know what’s happening in your neighborhood – check out the Birmingham Police

Department online crime map at bhamgov.org/crime. 

Updated weekly, this handy tool shows you the who, what, when and where of recent

incidents, plus a brief description of what went down. Whether you prefer to see it in map

form (with helpful icons) or as a list, it's an easy way to see what’s going on around you!

https://www.facebook.com/AuburnHillsPolice?__cft__[0]=AZYZ_RxFPhH_K_w9LZ9iQGQebhLwJDbeZMwPA0rFpuFhayDEPg-iR8y8i9zwHrmy7FRWQmXyZDMkJupvLGk1DikYJa4dd2xiq378HiPFsNdFxsRPDtqgPm7sIo3JCuB2jnPsJ8Yhi2WvHOBMLpTxNUXpYpc1bR1Y16QivCOOlEG5tVN8MWMk1LNR9LnBMkCGFxg6gRUZT5bG41UV9eLmWAUobbYDixjjEx0yJRoOeRL0Dw&__tn__=-]K-R
http://bhamgov.org/police
http://bhamgov.org/police
http://bhamgov.org/crime


Enrollment requires a parent or guardian to bring their loved one to the Police

Department for fingerprinting and submission into the state database. A completed

enrollment form, available at michigan.gov/msp/services/vip, must be provided. The

completed form must be sent to the VIP Program within 30 days of fingerprinting. A 
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NEWS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Birmingham Police Department is committed to strengthening

community connections and providing resources that support our

residents. To better assist vulnerable and impaired individuals, the

department offers two free programs designed to help families and

loved ones remain safe and connected.

PROGRAMS FOR VULNERABLE AND IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS
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The VIP Program (Vulnerable or Impaired Person) is hosted

by the State of Michigan and helps law enforcement reunite

individuals with their families when communication may be

difficult. Once enrolled, officers can scan fingerprints to

identify a participant and access verified contact information

for a parent or guardian.

The Birmingham Police Department also partners with the

S.A.V.E.S. Project (Special Needs, Autism, Vulnerable Person,

Elderly, Safety), which improves communication between first

responders and individuals with cognitive or developmental

challenges. 

Key components include:

• S.A.V.E.S. Project ID: QR code technology allowing

responders to quickly access essential information and

emergency contacts provided by the registrant.

  • Blue Envelope Program: Provides officers with important information during traffic

stops to support safer, more understanding interactions.

Additional information is available at savesproject.com. To participate in either

program, please schedule an appointment before visiting the Police Department by

emailing Community Resource Officer Moody at gmoody@bhamgov.org.

photograph may also be submitted. Guardians receive email

notifications when fingerprints are accepted and when

enrollment is complete, along with instructions for updating

information in the future, such as address, physical

description or photographs.

https://www.michigan.gov/msp/services/vip
http://www.savesproject.com/
mailto:gmoody@bhamgov.org


As we continue to increase our commitment to capturing

and infiltrating through the goals of the Birmingham Green:

Healthy Climate Plan, we like to think that we can use all

the help we can get. As detailed in the plan, Birmingham is

split between the Clinton and Rouge River Watersheds.

Recently the City Commission passed a resolution to

approve the City of Birmingham’s participation on the

Clinton River Watershed Council’s WaterTowns initiative. 

The Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC) is an

organization that works to protect, enhance, and celebrate

the Clinton River, its watershed, and Lake St. Clair through

education, stewardship, restoration and community

engagement. Through the WaterTowns initiative

Birmingham will work with CRWC to recognize its impact

on the Clinton River and collaborate with residents,

businesses, and stakeholders to promote public

interactions within the watershed and develop measures to

improve water quality through green infrastructure.

Birmingham will also endeavor to engage in placemaking

approaches to improve the water’s appeal and

accessibility, and work to protect the River’s quality

through ecological features such as rain gardens,

permeable pavers, bioretention cells and naturalized

shorelines.

A R O U N D  T O W N  E - N E W S L E T T E R

BIRMINGHAM GREEN
BY NICHOLAS J. DUPUIS, PLANNING DIRECTOR
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LEARN ABOUT THE WATERTOWNS INITIATIVE

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/ae4d0ac728.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/ae4d0ac728.html
https://www.crwc.org/watertowns
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Looking for a way to volunteer your time to improve a city park?
Searching for a gift for the person who has everything? Seeking to
memorialize a loved one? Consider a donation of time or funds to
Birmingham Parks and Recreation! 

It’s easier than ever with the city’s new streamlined community donation
platform. Learn more and donate online at bhamgov.org/donate today!

BHAMGOV.ORG/DONATE

http://bhamgov.org/donate
http://www.bhamgov.org/donate


History is everywhere, even in your kitchen recipe

box! Recipes are still being collected  to help The

Birmingham Museum compile a new online

cookbook of Birmingham’s “family memories”

recipes by submitting one or more of your family

favorites! The finished cookbook, a project to 

A R O U N D  T O W N  E - N E W S L E T T E R

SHARE FEEDBACK ON ENGAGE BIRMINGHAM

M A R C H  2 0 2 6

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE RECIPES

celebrate the country’s 250th birthday, will include submitted and historic local recipes,

and will be available free in a permanent flipbook on the museum’s website.

Recipes can be modern, or used for generations. It’s easy to contribute; just fill out the

form at engage.bhamgov.org, or download it at bhamgov.org/250years.

Share a taste of your family history and help create a community cookbook that’s as rich

and warm as the memories behind it!

NEWS FROM THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE

Birmingham voters have two elections in 2026: a state

primary on Aug. 4, 2026, and the general election on

Nov. 3, 2026. 

Absent voter (AV) ballots for the August primary

election will be mailed in late June to voters who have

joined the permanent ballot list or who request one for

this election. If you’re not on the permanent ballot list,

you can request an AV ballot online at mi.gov/vote, or

follow this link for a printable PDF absent voter

application, which you can complete and return to

elections@bhamgov.org or the clerk’s office in City

Hall. 

Voters interested in receiving an AV ballot by mail

before every future election can request to join the 

2026 ELECTION REMINDERS

permanent ballot list at any time online at mi.gov/vote. If you change your mind and want

to vote in person, official ballots received by mail can also be voted in person at your

assigned Birmingham polling location on Election Day or at the early voting sites during

the nine days of early voting.

Most Birmingham voters were assigned new precinct numbers and/or polling places in

June 2025, when Birmingham consolidated its election precincts from nine locations to

five. If you didn’t vote in 2025, please take a moment to confirm your new precinct and

polling location assignments before casting a ballot in 2026. Find your information

immediately online at mi.gov/vote by clicking the “Am I registered?” option. You can also

see a map of the new precinct boundaries and polling places at

bhamgov.org/votinglocations.

City Clerk Alex Bingham and the new
ballot box at Fire Station 1

https://www.facebook.com/TheBirminghamMuseum?__cft__[0]=AZaLIHsaMD7fIod-ZSZqCQ3NVRHrHDNxz4QHCr9orJa4IIEX0Ua5VdMFNqSICqCIhPNtxKctxBqYbC91NSdpLkt-AUv98mfjdL8B2oePmAKryE1FuhS38_qB80zWl7nifOszoio4LlJrqmNbHuN4dP9M3ttOG74VPoGaVocfRRk7-bM_UyP3L0hUbpAUxr6omP4&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/TheBirminghamMuseum?__cft__[0]=AZaLIHsaMD7fIod-ZSZqCQ3NVRHrHDNxz4QHCr9orJa4IIEX0Ua5VdMFNqSICqCIhPNtxKctxBqYbC91NSdpLkt-AUv98mfjdL8B2oePmAKryE1FuhS38_qB80zWl7nifOszoio4LlJrqmNbHuN4dP9M3ttOG74VPoGaVocfRRk7-bM_UyP3L0hUbpAUxr6omP4&__tn__=-]K-R
https://engage.bhamgov.org/
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Document_Center/Birmingham%20Museum/Events%20and%20programs/Online%20form-accessible.pdf?t=202512050922100&t=202512050922100
http://mi.gov/vote
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/Elections/Election-Forms/Absent-Voter-Ballot-Application-Fillable.pdf?rev=d53558552a334d109e6a0baccd14e7b9&hash=0AD1113BA9A46862A1A2D1B340C794B5
mailto:elections@bhamgov.org
http://mi.gov/vote
http://bhamgov.org/earlyvoting
http://www.mi.gov/vote
http://bhamgov.org/votinglocations


Want to participate in the parade, party or both? Registration for participants is free!

Simply provide a child-friendly craft or interactive activity in Shain Park during the

event, or sign up your group to walk in the parade.

Sponsorship opportunities are also available! Packages range from $100 to $3,500 and

offer varying levels of recognition, from inclusion on website and printed materials to

event-day visibility in Shain Park. Presenting Sponsors enjoy premium recognition plus

onsite space and branding opportunities.

Join us in celebrating Birmingham and helping create a hometown tradition our

community loves! For more information and registration, head to bhamgov.org/parade. 

Questions? Contact the City Clerk’s Office at (248) 530-1880 or

clerksoffice@bhamgov.org. 

The Celebrate Birmingham Hometown Parade and Party

brings the community together each year and we would love

for you to be part of it on Sunday, May 17 from 1 to 4 p.m.!

Whether your organization joins the parade, hosts a hands-

on activity during the after party or becomes an official

sponsor, every contribution helps make this event fun,

inclusive and unforgettable for Birmingham families.
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NEWS FROM THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE
GET INVOLVED WITH THE MAY 17 HOMETOWN PARADE!

SEND MAIL EARLIER UNDER NEW POSTMARK RULES

To make sure your election mail, tax payment or other time sensitive documents reach

the city on time, residents should send it as early as possible to allow for physical

transportation delays and the possibility of a delayed postmark. Even better, use an

official city drop box instead, with no postage required. Secure ballot boxes are located

behind City Hall and at Fire Station 1 on Adams Street; treasury and community

development boxes are behind City Hall.

Domestic military and overseas voters should be especially mindful of this when

returning election materials.

Under a new U.S. Postal Service (USPS) rule, mail might

not be postmarked on the day it is mailed. Previously, the

postmark generally indicated the date that USPS received

an item. Now, it explicitly means the date that USPS

processes an item, which may not happen until it reaches

a regional processing facility several days later. 

https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/parks___recreation/parks___facilities/shain_park.php
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyNJqvC6DSGkyfWCPdCAauyMLOahGEU2XaRm_-abATzAulzg/viewform
http://bhamgov.org/parade
mailto:clerksoffice@bhamgov.org
http://bhamgov.org/parade
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdg1C33umRQUXdBJymlxnO5HVkecNTkSdfUz7F92SFN2xa0NQ/viewform


Checking for proper placement, quantity, and functionality of smoke and carbon

monoxide detectors

Escape plans for emergency egress

Cooking safety tips

Electrical and appliance safety tips

Tips for using the 9-1-1 emergency activation system

Housekeeping fire safety tips, etc.

Interested residents may schedule a home fire safety inspection by calling (248) 530-

1923. 
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NEWS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

With daylight savings time on Sunday, March 8, the Fire

Department is reminding residents to test the batteries and

functionality of your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. Get

in the habit of changing the batteries each time you change your

clocks.

The Birmingham Fire Department’s Community Risk Reduction

program offers free home fire safety inspections for residents.

Home safety inspections include:

READY TO SPRING FORWARD?

CHECK BATTERIES WHEN CHANGING CLOCKS!
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Oakland County’s annual special siren test will take place at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, March

18, 2026. When the National Weather Service issues a tornado warning or a severe

thunderstorm with damaging winds at or greater than 70 mph for Oakland County, the

sirens are activated. Oakland County has 275 outdoor warning sirens located throughout

Oakland County. 

View the entire 2026 siren test schedule and learn more about the outdoor warning system

on Oakland County's website.

SPECIAL SIREN TEST 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 AT 1 P.M.

https://www.oakgov.com/community/emergency-management/need-to-know/alerts/outdoor-warning-siren-system
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Give hope
this spring.
Give blood.
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Blood Drive 

Birmingham Fire Department
 

Garage 572 S. Adams Road 
 

Friday, March 13, 2026 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
To schedule an appointment, please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter
sponsor code: BFD or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health

history questions on the day of your appointment. 

Scan to be directed to
RapidPass® 

Scan to schedule
an appointment. 

Give in March for a $15 Gift Card by email & successful
donations get A1C testing! rcblood.org/March 

A R O U N D  T O W N  E - N E W S L E T T E RM A R C H  2 0 2 6

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass


LEARN TO SKATE WITH US THIS SPRING!

Join us for a new family-friendly event, Peter Cotton Trail, on Saturday, March 28, from 12

p.m. to 2 p.m. in Booth Park.

This free celebration will happen rain or shine and features seasonal activities, including:

Egg trail hunt on a themed path, which children ages 1 to 12 can follow while

collecting eggs and treats

Peter Cottontail meet and greet 

Kid’s Zone with crafts, games, face painting and bubbles

Local food trucks and vendors

Friendship Factory Build Your Own Furry Best Friend station, where attendees can

create a stuffed animal for $15

Birmingham’s Parks and Recreation Department is recruiting additional volunteers ages 14

and up to help during the event, with community service credit available. Learn more and

sign up at bhamgov.org/donate or contact Clinise Kirkwood at ckirkwood@bhamgov.org

or (248) 530-1651.

Future event updates will be posted on bhamgov.org/petercottontrail and on the city’s

Facebook and Instagram accounts (@bhamgov). Thank you to Peter Cotton Trail’s premier

sponsor, Goldfish Swim School Birmingham!

PETER COTTON TRAIL EVENT HOPS INTO BOOTH PARK MARCH 28
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PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Come learn to skate with us at the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena!

Classes for children ages 3 and up and adults of all skill levels

meet once a week, with skate rental available. Online enrollment

for Session 4 classes starts March 2, and classes begin the week

of Monday, March 17. Learn more and enroll in classes at  

https: //play.bhamgov.org/.

http://bhamgov.org/petercottontrail
https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/parks___recreation/parks___facilities/poppleton_park/index.php
http://www.bhamgov.org/donate
mailto:ckirkwood@bhamgov.org
http://www.bhamgov.org/petercottontrail
https://www.facebook.com/BhamGov
https://www.instagram.com/bhamgov/
https://portal.iclasspro.com/gssbirmingham/dashboard
http://bhamgov.org/icearena
https://play.bhamgov.org/
https://play.bhamgov.org/


Brand new playgrounds are coming to Poppleton Park and Pembroke Park this year, part of

a series of playscape improvements planned throughout the city over the next several years. 

Construction of Poppleton Park’s new “all-abilities” playground will begin in late

spring/early summer; crews recently removed the existing playground equipment to make

way for preconstruction work. Pembroke Park’s new playscape is slated for installation in

the summer. 

Next in line are Crestview, Kenning, Howarth, St. James and Linden parks. Watch our

Facebook and Instagram accounts for additional details, installation updates and future

input opportunities.

NEW PLAYGROUNDS COMING SOON TO POPPLETON AND PEMBROKE
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Forestry and Environment Foreman Brendan McGaughey

presented a Tree Canopy Report during the city’s Long

Range Planning meeting on January 24, 2026. During the

presentation, he provided an overview of Birmingham’s tree

inventory, the city’s urban forest initiatives, species

diversification, approved and prohibited tree species, tree

planting, public outreach and more. Follow this link to watch

Brendan’s presentation, or reach out to him for more

information at bmcgaughey@bhamgov.org. 

PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Forestry and Environment

Foreman, Brendan McGaughey

EXPLORING THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF BIRMINGHAM’S

MOST SUSTAINABLE ASSET

https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/parks___recreation/parks___facilities/poppleton_park/index.php
http://facebook.com/bhamgov
http://instagram.com/bhamgov
https://bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/Public%20Services/Forestry%20&%20Environment/The%20State%20of%20the%20Urban%20Forest%2001162026.pdf?t=202602091519040
https://youtu.be/u5K_7CZ83kE?si=s7_1g7ChGTsehmdk&t=3838
https://youtu.be/u5K_7CZ83kE?si=s7_1g7ChGTsehmdk&t=3838
https://youtu.be/u5K_7CZ83kE?si=s7_1g7ChGTsehmdk&t=3838
mailto:bmcgaughey@bhamgov.org
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PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

It’s a sure sign of spring: the City of Birmingham early golf

sign-up bonus starts later this month! Golfers who purchase

a 2026 membership between March 16 and March 27 qualify

for the incentives. Birmingham residents receive a

complimentary round of golf valid through May 31, 2026,

while non-residents receive $25 off the membership fee. Sign

up in person at the Lincoln Hills clubhouse, 2666 West 14

Mile Road, from March 16 through 20 and March 23 through

27 between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. For more information, call

(248) 530-1670 or follow this link.

Every golfer needs an annual membership pass to play the

city’s two award-winning nine-hole municipal courses.

Residents pay $25 for a new membership or $20 for an

annual renewal. Non-resident and business memberships are

also available. See bhamgov.org/golf for more information,

application forms, greens fees and more.

EARLY GOLF SIGNUP BONUS BEGINS MARCH 16

https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/golf_courses/lincoln_hills_golf_course.php
https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/golf_courses/lincoln_hills_golf_course.php
https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/golf_courses/membership.php
https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/golf_courses/membership.php


2026 IN THE PARK CONCERT SPONSORS NEEDED

evenings and the beautiful surroundings of Shain Park. Your sponsorship helps ensure that

this cherished event continues to thrive, offering free entertainment for all ages. By

supporting the series, you contribute to the vibrancy of our city while gaining meaningful

visibility for your business or family! 

Sponsorships are now available for Birmingham’s In

The Park summer concert series, which includes

weekly shows across a full spectrum of musical genres

on Wednesday evenings from June 17 through Aug.

26! 

A highlight of Birmingham’s summer, the series brings

the community together to enjoy live music, warm 
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PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Select from four sponsorship levels

ranging from $500 to $2,500 for the

season. Benefits include recognition on

event signage, cable broadcasts and

more. Sponsors contributing $1,000 or

more also get a display table at each

event with an option to pass out

promotional materials. Learn more

about sponsorship levels and reserve

yours at bhamgov.org/donate by May

15!

Curbside yard waste collection will begin the week of April 1. Yard waste must be placed

in kraft-style paper bags or trash containers with a “yard waste” decal sticker attached.

Plastic bags are not acceptable. 

Yard waste stickers are available in a literature rack on the City Clerk counter in City Hall,

or from the Department of Public Services at dps@bhamgov.org and (248) 530-1700. For

more information, view yard waste guidelines at bhamgov.org/yardwaste.

Until curbside pickup resumes, Birmingham residents can take up to 10 bags of yard waste

per day to SOCRRA’s recycling drop off site. No appointment is needed, but you must

show proof of residency and bring only yard waste. For additional information on how to

prepare yard waste and acceptable items, please visit socrra.org/yard-waste.

Find the drop-off center at 995 Coolidge, between Maple and 14 Mile roads, and see

socrra.org for information about hours. 

YARD WASTE COLLECTION STARTS APRIL 1

https://www.bhamgov.org/about_birmingham/city_departments/public_services/parks___recreation/parks___facilities/shain_park.php
http://bhamgov.org/summerconcerts
http://bhamgov.org/summerconcerts
https://app.seemylegacy.com/community/1354/campaign/720/overview
http://bhamgov.org/donate
mailto:dps@bhamgov.org
http://www.bhamgov.org/yardwaste
http://socrra.org/yard-waste
http://socrra.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsoccra.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2-rgruMbpeypoeP1zrOkQ5Evj1OCtGY02GO2PECoX9O9h6Ak5cEBYefkk_aem_Ix52H7n3TjePRn17MtR8MQ&h=AT265pMQYi1Vshjmxkjxudk0Y19Z33jF7GTbXa0hL7swrg4_0B1M7GHTM0bATKyxwvXi7tPmyD2cXHMkaMcn8kurCUmCd_kky-vETAY7jZ0R5PX-iXf4clD-4Kp6SKYFRg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT12GNgeq4q0HQHvAMoNTBGyPgE8_lFv_ZzCAArmiBTRNIy2zpsnI1FvX0uaTEjJD-xy2GFZhLSg7IVKLgGqcLTnJBEdlljtbVo_dB1SfAc8dt7P8pBEzGZ3aiA633OwSq2wvDJ8h3JPzv6m4QaBZFPygEeTuxxLlihG5UD7UpWKhERBexp95pcxT6-rYjLL6HvnEbpwcmeJsdKbWReSmAFlNA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsoccra.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2-rgruMbpeypoeP1zrOkQ5Evj1OCtGY02GO2PECoX9O9h6Ak5cEBYefkk_aem_Ix52H7n3TjePRn17MtR8MQ&h=AT265pMQYi1Vshjmxkjxudk0Y19Z33jF7GTbXa0hL7swrg4_0B1M7GHTM0bATKyxwvXi7tPmyD2cXHMkaMcn8kurCUmCd_kky-vETAY7jZ0R5PX-iXf4clD-4Kp6SKYFRg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT12GNgeq4q0HQHvAMoNTBGyPgE8_lFv_ZzCAArmiBTRNIy2zpsnI1FvX0uaTEjJD-xy2GFZhLSg7IVKLgGqcLTnJBEdlljtbVo_dB1SfAc8dt7P8pBEzGZ3aiA633OwSq2wvDJ8h3JPzv6m4QaBZFPygEeTuxxLlihG5UD7UpWKhERBexp95pcxT6-rYjLL6HvnEbpwcmeJsdKbWReSmAFlNA


Photo courtesy their Facebook page. See their website for details. 

Get ready for a fun-filled afternoon in

Downtown Birmingham as we kick off the

season with the Spring Stroll on Saturday,

April 11, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event is free, and all are invited to stroll

through downtown to explore local

businesses offering special giveaways and

promotions, and to see exciting spring

merchandise in apparel, home décor, and

beauty. Spring Stroll is an event the whole

family can enjoy. Register and learn more at

downtownbirmingham.com/stroll.
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SPRING STROLL 
SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2026

As always, parking is convenient and free for the first two hours in all five municipal

garages downtown. For more information, visit www.downtownbirmingham.com, follow

us on Facebook and Instagram and subscribe to Birmingham Shopping District enews.

Better Burgers
35075 WOODWARD AVENUE

Better Burgers offers smash burgers,

fries, shakes, breakfast sandwiches and

more. Visit their location to learn more.

NEW BUSINESS WELCOME

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61582444530014&sk=photos
https://elsaarms.myshopify.com/password
http://downtownbirmingham.com/stroll
http://downtownbirmingham.com/stroll
https://downtownbirmingham.com/
https://downtownbirmingham.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamShoppingDistrict/
https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamShoppingDistrict/
https://www.instagram.com/bhamshopping/
https://downtownbirmingham.com/subscribe


Spring into BPL for some fun programs! Teens in

grades 7-12 are invited to create Teeny Tiny Art.

Adults can stop by for a Friday Matinee each week at

1pm. You can learn more about Hollywood box office

flops, the Museum staff are back with another

historical lecture, and we’re celebrating the women

who changed Detroit! And during spring break,

there’s tons of fun for kids, including a Creature

Feature, an Art Studio, and Lunch at the Library. Plus

we’re hosting book clubs, computer classes and Idea

Lab events all month long. Check out these and so

much more at baldwinlib.org/calendar.
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MARCH NEWS FROM THE BALDWIN PUBLIC LIBRARY  
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Baldwin Public Library is located at 300 W. Merrill Street in Birmingham. For more

information visit www.baldwinlib.org or call (248) 647-1700. 

Save the Date: Community and Resource

Engagement (CaRE) Fair – April 11, 11am-1pm

If you or someone you know are looking for a

way to give back to the community, drop in

for this open-house style event to speak with

representatives from local organizations

seeking volunteers. Learn more about their

missions, activities and volunteer

opportunities in the library service area and

neighboring communities.

https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/dOUjxCccgh/instances/7HwFvdL230/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/oELxBhWa8r/instances/we5vbxpTME/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/oELxBhWa8r/instances/we5vbxpTME/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/gP960920C2/instances/nndgIrLKCC/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/wAbJX6yB8n/instances/qKWbhdUHlz/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/wAbJX6yB8n/instances/qKWbhdUHlz/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/9vLcr8p3rN/instances/BtCRi3CqDi/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/9vLcr8p3rN/instances/BtCRi3CqDi/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/rmOiVz5Gbj/instances/kdscVfm8o2/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/am2DqHVbRN/instances/u7fp7i4XDv/
http://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/IFBYNx3aFL/instances/2XbDRodTcc/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/IFBYNx3aFL/instances/2XbDRodTcc/
http://www.baldwinlib.org/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/IFBYNx3aFL/instances/2XbDRodTcc/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/IFBYNx3aFL/instances/2XbDRodTcc/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/VnCbsKAxyf/instances/LEi2dn6FgJ/
https://www.baldwinlib.org/calendar/#/events/VnCbsKAxyf/instances/LEi2dn6FgJ/


Next is hiring! Be part of their dynamic staff and make a difference in your community!

They’re looking for a part-time programmer who will design and develop opportunities in

travel, enrichment and art. Visit birminghamnext.org/get-involved/jobs to learn more.

Next proudly serves the growing 50-plus population in

our community. Next is located at 2121 Midvale Street in

Birmingham. Contact Next at (248) 203-5270, visit

www.BirminghamNext.org or like Next on Facebook. 
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BECOME A PART-TIME PROGRAMMER AT NEXT

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at Next in true,

traditional Irish style! The Shannon Irish Dance

Academy & Company will be coming to Next to

perform an authentic set of Irish dance steps to the

tune of Irish music. Whether you are an admirer of

Irish dance, or this is your first experience with the

art, this performance is sure to delight and entertain.

The Shannon Irish Dance Academy is an accredited

school of Irish dance, proud to perpetuate the

traditions and culture of Ireland in Rochester Hills,

Michigan. After the performance we will celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day with Irish tea and cookies! 

Celebrate St. Patrick's Day and Spring at Next!
Irish Dance Performance and Reception 
Tuesday, March 17 at 6:00 pm 

In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, historians, authors

and cousins, Elizabeth Rice and Pat Commins will

discuss their book, Irish Immigrants in Michigan: A

History in Stories. They will share the experiences of

individuals and families who immigrated from Ireland

to Michigan. And while the book includes stories

from each of Michigan’s 83 counties, the authors will

share just a sampling of those with us. Books will be

available for purchase.

Irish Immigrants in Michigan 
Tuesday, March 17 at 1:00 pm 

Come join the Birmingham Musicale String Ensemble

for a program of lighthearted classics and timeless

melodies. Mozart, Holst, the whimsy of Leroy

Anderson, tunes from Aladdin, and more. Welcome

spring with a song in your heart!

Celebrate Spring - Concert
Thursday, March 26 at 11:00 am

https://birminghamnext.org/get-involved/jobs
http://www.birminghamnext.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamNext/




DIRECT EMAIL, NOTIFICATIONS, FORMS AND PUBLIC SAFETY ALERTS
City Communications

Constant Contact — Subscribe to receive emails about topics of interest. 

Agendas & Minutes e-Notify — Receive an email or text when agendas and minutes have

been posted. 

Nixle Public Alert System — Alerts from the police & fire departments 

City Forms & Payments 

Crime map

SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook
City of Birmingham 

Birmingham Police Department 

Birmingham Fire Department  

The Birmingham Museum 

Birmingham Shopping District 

Birmingham Farmers Market 

X (formerly Twitter)
Birmingham Police Department 

Birmingham Shopping District 

Instagram
City of Birmingham 

Birmingham Police Department

The Birmingham Museum 

Birmingham Shopping District 

Birmingham Farmers Market 

 
Nextdoor
City of Birmingham Nextdoor Page 
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Connect With Us

http://www.bhamgov.org/communications
http://www.bhamgov.org/enews
http://www.bhamgov.org/enotify
http://www.nixle.com/
http://www.bhamgov.org/formsandpayments
http://bhamgov.org/crime
http://www.facebook.com/BhamGov
http://bit.ly/bhamPDFacebook
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61581161865261
http://www.facebook.com/TheBirminghamMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamShoppingDistrict
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFarmersMarket
https://twitter.com/BirminghamMi_PD
https://twitter.com/BhamShopping
https://www.instagram.com/bhamgov/
https://www.instagram.com/birmingham_police_mi/
https://www.instagram.com/birmingham_museum_mi/
https://www.instagram.com/bhamshopping/
https://www.instagram.com/bhamfarmmkt/
http://bit.ly/BhamNextdoor
https://www.instagram.com/bhamgov/
https://www.facebook.com/BhamGov


Photo Credit: Chris Cook 
Instagram: @jchriscook


