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The Madison County Community Foundation is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2026 Lilly Endowment
Community Scholarship for Madison County: Caleb Shipley of Frankton High School and Sydney Wagner of Liberty
Christian High School.

Each Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship provides full tuition, required fees and a special allocation of up to
$900 per year for required books and required equipment for four years. The scholarship is for full-time
undergraduate students leading to a baccalaureate degree at any eligible Indiana public or private nonprofit college
or university. Lilly Endowment Community Scholars are known for their community involvement, academic
achievement, character, and leadership.

Caleb Shipley, a senior at Frankton High School, is known for his exceptional academic achievement, leadership,
and deep commitment to both his school and community. Ranked third in his class with a 4.3 GPA, Caleb has
pursued one of the most rigorous academic paths available, earning numerous College Board recognitions and
National Merit distinction. A captain of both the football and wrestling teams, he has been honored for his character,
integrity, and academic excellence. Beyond athletics, Caleb has invested extensively in service, from youth sports
mentorship to Students in Action and National Honor Society projects, while also carrying significant responsibilities
at home and maintaining employment to support his family. Caleb’s passion for physics has shaped his vision for
the future. As he shared in his application, “Nothing propels me in life more than physics. For me, nothing in life
could be more fulfilling than pushing the boundaries of human knowledge and understanding more about the
fundamental nature of the universe.” He hopes to pursue a doctorate in physics and contribute to nuclear or plasma
research.

Sydney Wagner, a senior at Liberty Christian School, has distinguished herself through strong academics, broad
leadership, and remarkable service to Madison County. Ranked second in her class with a 4.1 GPA, Sydney has
earned multiple departmental awards and repeated placement on the Principal’s List. As Student Council President,
she has dedicated more than 1,000 hours to planning schoolwide events, strengthening student engagement, and
building a culture of connection. Her leadership extends into athletics as a cheerleader and an award-winning
volleyball player. Sydney’s community involvement includes volunteer work with organizations such as Gathering of
the Queens, the Christian Center, Legends League, and the Salvation Army. With a passion for hospitality and event
management, she hopes to create spaces that bring people together. Sydney shares, “Many young women who
don’t have a strong support system tend to replicate the cycle of poverty... My vision is to create a program... to
empower young girls and teach them both educational tools and life skills that will help them thrive beyond the
classroom.”
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Florence Margaret, Edward
Nicholas, and Kathryne Ellen
Spreen Scholarship and the 2026
Little 500 Festival Queen
Scholarship
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MYKLA TRISSEL PAYGE KENDALL

2026 Little 500 Festival George A. and Valena
Princess Scholarship Cunningham Memorial
Scholarship
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Award, and The Rachel
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Scholarship
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Stephen Hamer Memorial Fund George Kintzel Memorial
Scholarship Scholarship




Scholarship Recipients
LIBERTY CHRISTIAN
HIGH SCHOOL

SYDNEY WAGNER

2026 Lilly Endowment
Community Scholarship
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Janice Paige Hughes
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LILLY THOMAS JENSEN SHRYOCK RAYA CONWAY

Florence Margaret, Edward Brad Stansberry Scholarship Zachary J. Novak Memorial
Nicholas, and Kathryne Ellen and The Robert E. Campbell Scholarship
Spreen Scholarship Scholarship
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