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Dear Friends,
As we move into this new year, I am filled with gratitude for all the ways our church family
came together to make Advent and Christmas truly special. So many people contributed
their time, energy, and talents—through music, decorations, service, and leadership in
worship. Thank you for being a community that shows up in love, week after week, in so
many beautiful ways.
As we begin this new year, I invite us all to continue walking in holy companionship with
one another. As Henri Nouwen wisely wrote, “The greatest gift we can offer to each other
is the gift of our full attention.”
This speaks to the power of presence—of offering our attention, time, and love to one
another in this community. What a gift it will be to commit to being fully present with one
another in both moments of joy and times of struggle, trusting that God’s love and grace
will guide us through every step of the journey.
As we follow Christ’s light through this season of Epiphany and beyond, I look forward to
seeing all the ways God will continue to work in and through our lives.
See you in church,
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A D V E N T  I N  R E V I E W

Our Advent worship serv ices were a
wonderfu l  celebrat ion of  the
season,  beaut i fu l ly  enhanced by the
talents  of  our  chancel  choi r ,  praise
team, bel l  r ingers  and Presentat ion
Brass.  A t rue h ighl ight  was having
people of  a l l  ages ass ist  with
l ight ing the candles on our  Advent
wreath.  As we explored together
Isaiah’s  names for  the coming
Mess iah,  our  hearts  and pews were
f i l led as we ant ic ipated our
Chr istmas Eve Celebrat ions

ADVENT SUNDAYS

MEN’S BREAKFAST
A December breakfast  was a great
way for  the men of  the church to
get to know one another  better .
Thanks to an alarm gl i tch,  David
was scrambl ing to get casseroles on
the table,  but  the guys didn’ t  seem
to mind some extra t ime to catch up
and eat the sweet stuff  f i rs t !  (Aren’ t
the hol idays for  these sorts  of
indulgences!)  Such a good t ime was
had by al l  that  p lans are al ready in
the works  for  another  get  together .
Mark your  calendars  for  March 1st  @
8am and RSVP here!

COOKIES AND COFFEE
Fun fe l lowship and coffee blended
perfect ly  as the women of  the
church enjoyed t ime together  at
manse.  Laughter  echoed through
the rooms as o ld acquaintances
reconnected,  and new fr iendships
were forged.  A perfect  example of
how s imple gather ings can be so
very  meaningful .  We look forward to
more opportuni t ies  to connect in
the months ahead.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcSbGKO5gFB_GDcuHa0sSQKPhluMYa1JA0l--4OhOVNFsFIg/viewform?usp=sf_link


PARADE
A D V E N T  I N  R E V I E W

LIVE NATIVITY
Despite the bi t ing cold,  the church’s
l ive Nat iv i ty  event  was a heartwarming
success ,  welcoming the community  to
exper ience the Chr istmas story  come to
l i fe.  Our actors  d idn ’ t  let  the f r ig id
temperatures dampen the fest ive spi r i t
as they bundled up in  scarves ,  coats
and mittens to p lay thei r  part .  Vis i tors
welcomed the hot  chocolate as they
arr ived and the warmth of  the
sanctuary prov ided a perfect  space for
quiet  ref lect ion as they reached the
end of  the story .
 
A special  thanks to a l l  our  part ic ipants
and cookie bakers  and to Barb,  Jes ,  J i l l ,
Doug,  Matt  and Rich for  coordinat ing.

Despite the cold weather ,  the
st reets  were fu l l  of  hol iday spi r i t  as
our  church f loat  made i ts  way
through downtown c l inton in  the
Chr is tmas Parade.  With the
message “Jesus ,  Sweetest  Name I
Know” disp layed proudly ,  our  f loat
served as a reminder  of  the t rue
meaning of  Chr is tmas.
Th is  year ,  we had several  f i r s t-t ime
r iders  on the f loat ,  and i t  was so
fun to see the exci tement on thei r
faces as they waved to the crowd.
Thank you to everyone who helped
make th is  year ’s  f loat  a success .
We look forward to cont inu ing th is
t radi t ion in  the years  to come!



O What a Special  Morning!  Our CPC Kids
–  and thei r  youth ass istants  –  d id an
amazing job shar ing the Chr istmas story
with us  in  a new way in  the “Very Mixed
Up Chr istmas Pageant.”  Cowboys in
charge of  a crew of  animals ,
construct ion workers  te l l ing the ta le and
Mary as a superhero –  yes p lease!  They
reminded us once again that  in  th is
topsy turvy  wor ld God can use everyone
to be a part  of  the story  of  Love made
known to us at  Chr istmast ime in  Jesus
 
Special  thanks to Vania,  a l l  our  Sunday
school  teachers  and Zan and Ted for
thei r  help in  gett ing the k ids ready for
th is  b ig morning.  You have helped our
k ids to create memories that  they (and
we!)  wi l l  never  forget.

PAGEANT
 A D V E N T  I N  R E V I E W

I t  was a packed house for  breakfast  after  the pageant ,  but  as a lways ,  there was
more than enough food for  everyone to enjoy—a beaut i fu l  reminder that  God's  house
always has room for  those who need to be nour ished.  Colorfu l  casseroles ,  f resh
fru i t ,  and del ic ious carbs f i l led our  bel l ies ,  whi le l i ve ly  conversat ion f i l led the ai r  –  a
perfect  end to a wonderfu l  morning.Thank you to our  Fel lowship team for
coordinat ing!

ADVENT BREAKFAST



STAFF PARTY
The church staff  enjoyed a party  at  the Manse that  was al l  about good food,  great
company,  and plenty  of  laughs.  The Mexican feast  was a crowd-pleaser—faj i tas ,
tacos,  and al l  the f ix ings that  had everyone second-guess ing thei r  New Year ’s
resolut ions before they even started.
The h ighl ight  of  the afternoon? The Secret  Santa gif t  exchange,  which turned into a
del ightfu l  mix  of  surpr ises and h i lar ious moments.  I t  was a great reminder that  the
best  teams know how to play just  as hard as they work.  We are al ready gear ing up
for  next  year ’s  Secret  Santa showdown—br ing on the compet i t ion!





Our Chr istmas Eve Fami ly  Serv ice was a l ive ly
and unforgettable celebrat ion.  Far  f rom a
tradit ional  serv ice,  the sanctuary buzzed with
excitement as people of  a l l  ages eager ly
played thei r  part  in  rete l l ing the good news
(YES!)  of  the baby (awwww) born in
Beth lehem. Our chi ldren’s  chorus led us in
song and our  music ians once again outdid
themselves with wonderfu l  offer ings.  As a holy
hush descended we raised our  candles (and
glow st icks)  in  praise before heading into the
dark n ight  with hope on hearts!

5PM FAMILY SERVICE

Our late serv ice on Chr istmas Eve was a blend
of r ich music ,  communion,  and quiet  sacred
moments ,  shar ing in  the Fest ival  of  L ight ,
recal l ing the l ight  sh ines in  the darkness and the
darkness did not  overcome i t .  Despite a broken
organ,  Ted was able to pivot  and st i l l  prov ide
majest ic  music together  with our  guest
t rumpeter  Michael  Green and our  Chancel
Choir .  Leaving the sanctuary to welcome in
Chr istmas Day,  worshippers  were greeted by the
warm glow of  the luminar ies to l ight  thei r  way.
Thanks be to God for  the Chi ld who came to
l ight  our  way.

9PM CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

C H R I S T M A S  E V E  I N  R E V I E W

This  year ’s  Chr istmas Eve serv ice was made
even more special  by the success of  our
Diaper Dr ive.
A heartfe l t  thank you to everyone who
contr ibuted.  Your  k indness t ru ly  ref lects  the
spi r i t  of  Chr istmas and wi l l  have a last ing
impact.  Diapers  were del ivered to the
Flemington Area Food Pantry  before the
start  of  the New Year by John,  E lda,  R ick
and Les l ie!

DIAPER DRIVE



C H R I S T M A S  E V E  I N  R E V I E W

" P e a c e  o n  e a r t h  w i l l  c o m e  t o  s t a y ,  
w h e n  w e  l i v e  C h r i s t m a s  e v e r y d a y . "

Helen Steiner Rice

U P C O M I N G  @  C P C

JANUARY SERMON SERIES Join us in January as we continue to “Reset” Identity and
Expectations.

JANUARY 26 - JOHNSONBURG  Friends from Camp Johnsonburg will lead our worship service

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL Join us this Winter as we continue to explore The Book Of Acts

GREAT DISCUSSIONS January 16th we will meet to discuss the truth about plastics. 

GAME NIGHT February 2nd - Get ready for a night of food, fun, and fellowship! 



M U S I C  I N  R E V I E W

So much music, so little space to tell you about it! Here’s a
list of the highlights:
November 3 - “Take Me Home” words and music - by
Amey Barnes inspired by the life of Betty Ann Dhein, who
we said goodbye to in September 2022, beautifully sung
by Amey and Judy Maxfield. The Praise Team sang a new
Chris Tomlin song, “Holy Forever”. 
November 10 - Kevin Thompson sang a beautiful
rendition of “The Lord’s Prayer” and the Chancel Choir
sang “Taste and See” with synthesizer accompaniment by
one our talented young people, Maddie Mormon. 
November 17 - “He Leadeth Me” with Amey Barnes on
flute. Emmett Dougherty reprised his star turn with a
performance of “Have A Little Talk With Jesus”.
November 24 - Amey Barnes & Kevin Thompson brought
their voices together on a duet, “Good & Simple Gifts”.
The Chancel Choir, including soprano Julia Morrissette
who was home from college, and new members Georgia
Goodman and Karen Castro-Rodriguez sang
“Thanksgiving Prayer” 
December 1 - Tom Harper & Davis Henry teamed up on a
T. Harper arrangement of “O Come All Ye Faithful” for
voice and ukulele. Julie Baldassare & Julia Morrissette
teamed up on a beautifully rendered Idina Menzel song
“At This Table”. Judy Maxfield and daughter Amanda
teamed up on “Mary, Did You Know?” and the Praise
Team kicked off Advent with a rousing version of “Soon &
Very Soon”! 
December 8 - The Bell Choir led by Jared Miner
performed two pieces “What Child Is This” and a Tom
Harper arrangement of “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”.
The Chancel Choir sang an accapella arrangement “For
Unto Us A Child Is Born” with Ted Brancato conducting. 
December 15 - The brass quintet, Presentation Brass led
by our own Lawrence Kursar was featured during the
entire service. Among the many pieces they played, they
added their great sound to “Glory To God...” , played
Larry’s arrangement “Joy to the World” with the Chancel
Choir & Congregation singing along, and played a brass
arrangement of the “Hallelujah
Chorus” for the postlude. 



December 22 - The service started out with a bang
when Emmett Dougherty and his sister Marin
Dougherty (her CPC debut!!!) sang Dolly Parton’s
“Circle of Love”with support from Julie Baldassare.
The Kids Choir energetically led by Dr. Zan Struebing
sang “Oh What A Special Night”complete with Moos,
Bahs, and He-haws. Rick Hyman & Tom Harper sang
a touching duet originally sung by David Bowie and
Bing Crosby, “Little Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth”. 
December 24 5pm - August Dougherty played a
piano arrangement of “t Came Upon A Midnight Clear”
making him the 5th member of the Dougherty family to
lend their musical talents to our services. Now all we
have to do is convince Ben Dougherty to sing a solo!
Another very talented family including son Tristan
Dornbusch on sax, and Dr. Zan Struebing and
daughter Tina Dornbusch on vocals sang Sandra
McCracken’s “Jesus, What A Wonderful Child”. The
service included the beautiful candle-lit “Silent Night”
sung by the congregation. December 24 9pm - “This
Christmastide (Jessye’s Carol)” sung by the Chancel
Choir and “Jesus Christ Is Coming” featuring guest
Trumpeter, Michael Green, Adam Dougherty on conga
drums, and the Chancel Choir. Oh yeah...and on
December 29th Ted played “Jesu, Joy of Man’s
Desiring” along with our favorite Christmas hymns and
carols.

M U S I C  I N  R E V I E W

Wow! That’s a lot of music! As always, I hope that the music brought you joy and inspiration during this holiday
season.  Please, if you have any desire to be in one of our musical groups, don’t hesitate to reach out to me1

(tbrancato@clintonpresbyterian.net)
Thank you for your support of our talented musicians and vocalists!



C H I L D R E N   

Our 4th and 5th graders dove into the theme of f r iendship th is  fa l l ,  explor ing what
i t  t ru ly  means to be a good fr iend.  They k icked off  the fun with a game of "Musical
Fr iends" where they shared and celebrated trai ts  of  a great f r iend then fol lowed
that up with a Bible verse re lay race,  digging into God’s  Word to discover wisdom
about f r iendship.  Of course,  no Sunday Funday is  complete without some snacks to
fuel  the fun!  I t  was a joyfu l  t ime of learning,  laughter ,  and growing closer  as
fr iends.

SUNDAY FUNDAY

 SUNDAY SCHOOL - CLASSES RESUMED ON JANUARY 5TH!

FEB 5th!
We’ll be working
together to make

some goodies that
will be shared at
the Church Game

night!
Come on back to
CPC @ 5pm to join
in with the game

night fun!

Our Sunday School  t ime was jam packed in the fal l ,  learning more about God's
Word us ing our  fantast ic new curr iculum from I l lust rated Minist ry .  And when we
weren' t  learning we were either  serv ing others by helping to prep the boxes for
Thanksgiv ing Baskets or  gett ing ready to share our  wonderfu l  Chr istmas Pageant
with the whole congregat ion.  After  a short  break,  we started back to our  regular
classes on January 5.  Al l  ages f rom preschool  thur  5th grade are welcome to jo in us
each week.  We meet Miss  Vania in Fel lowship Hal l  at  1040am and then head to our
classrooms.  Come and jo in in  the fun!



This  fa l l  has been an incredible season of fai th ,  fun,  and serv ice for  CHAOS Youth!
In November we came together for  Fr iendsgiv ing,  where middle and high schoolers
jo ined our  miss ion team to bake homemade banana bread,  wr i te heartfe l t  notes ,
and pack Thanksgiv ing baskets for  fami l ies in  need. I t  was a beaut i fu l  reminder that
many hands t ru ly  make l ight  work!  Later  that month,  our  h igh schoolers  exper ienced
an unforgettable weekend at the Camp Johnsonburg Retreat ,  growing closer  to God
and each other .
December brought al l  the fest ive v ibes with our  CHAOS Chr istmas Party!  From
decorat ing and rocking homemade Chr istmas sweaters  to enjoy ing hot cocoa,
games,  and a s i l l y  sock exchange,  i t  was the perfect way to celebrate the season
with f r iends and spread joy.
We’re so grateful  for  a l l  the amazing memories and can’t  wait  to see what the new
year br ings!

JANUARY 17-18
MS - BOB ROSS

LOCK-IN

JANUARY 19
HS - MOVIE NIGHT

FEBRUARY 15-16
HS- ‘SHARE THE LOVE

LOCK-IN

FEBRUARY 16
MS - MOVIE NIGHT

 Y O U T H  
CHAOS



J O Y  S C O U T S
The Joy Scouts had several  out ings in
November and December:  Tabby’s  P lace
Cat Sanctuary ,  Hunterdon Care Center
Chr istmas carol ing and craft ing,
Creature Comforts  Pet Therapy,  and
Homeless Solut ions lunch serv ice.

December days seem to f ly  by more quick ly  than any of  the other months.  What
made them f ly  were the many c lassroom act iv i t ies and the fun we had with our
fr iends as we got ready for  Chr istmas.  We spent the month creat ing gingerbread
houses,  learning new songs and prepar ing gifts  to give to our  parents.  Along with
our dear f r iend Ms Judy who reads to us each month,  we welcomed two new guest
readers in  December,  Ms Al i  and Ben,  a Cl inton Presbyter ian Preschool  a lumni .

P R E S C H O O L

Join us @ Tabby’s  P lace on
January 1 1 th and at

Independence Manor on
February 9th!

Fol low us on Facebook for  a l l
the detai ls !  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cpcjoyscouts/


Praying together is a powerful
act of solidarity. It is where love

becomes real, tangible, and
transformative.“

- Henri Nouwen

Rev Chr ist ine Davies ,  lead a Prayer 101  Workshop for
the CPC deacons to help better  equip them to journey
with each of us on our  walk  of  fai th.  Chr ist ine not only
helped the deacons to explore and examine some of
thei r  own theology around prayer but also inv i ted them
to get some “hands-on exper ience” work ing together to
craft  prayers  for  a number of  chal lenging l i fe
s i tuat ions.  Th is  workshop was perfect ly  t imed as our
deacons them made themselves avai lable to pray with
members of  the congregat ion on December 10 and they
hope to offer  th is  again in  the months ahead.

Thank you Chr ist ine for  shar ing your  t ime and expert ise
with us.  Rev.  Davies is  the Director  of  Spir i tual  Care at
RWJ New Brunswick and us also a cert i f ied Spir i tual
Director .  She is  a lso an accompl ished wr i ther  and
speaker and you can stay current with her  work here:
https://www.chr ist inevdavies.com/
Christ ine has been cal l ing CPC her spi r i tual  home s ince
2016

D E A C O N  P R A Y E R  T R A I N I N G



THANK YOU, Cl inton Presbyter ian Church,  for  a l l
your  k indness and generos i ty  dur ing th is  season of
giv ing!  Thanks to a l l  of  you,  we del ivered 29
baskets  of  food to fami l ies  with in  our  community .
Thank you for  a l l  the donat ions of  food and money
as wel l  as  your  t ime del iver ing to fami l ies .  And
thanks to the many help ing hands on del ivery  day
making everyth ing go quick and smooth ly .  We are
gratefu l  to ShopRite for  thei r  annual  generous
discount  on our  food purchased at  thei r  s tore.
Thanks to everyone who took a tag f rom the
giv ing t ree and bought  g i f t  cards ,  ch i ldren ’s
c loth ing,  winter  coats  and boots ,  books and toys
for  k ids ,  hats  and mit tens and other  needed i tems
that  wi l l  go to several  agencies and fami l ies  r ight
here in  Hunterdon County  and across  the mi les  to
old f r iends in  Maine.
Thanks to everyone who donated diapers  on
Chr is tmas Eve,  which helped fami l ies  who go to
the F lemington Food Pantry .  
You have a l l  he lped make a happy hol iday season
for  many of  our  f r iends and neighbors  in  need.  We
are look ing forward to more serv ice opportuni t ies
in  2025!
Many Thanks ,

Your  Miss ion Team

M I S S I O N

THANK YOU FROM THE MISSION TEAM

SAVE THE DATE:
15TH ANNUAL ROTARY SOUP

COOK-OFF: FEBRUARY 24, 2025

SUPER BOWL OF CARING -
FEBRUARY 9TH

On Super  Bowl  Sunday
(February  9)  we wi l l  be
col lect ing money and cans of
soup.  Our  k ids  wi l l  be donat ing
al l  cans and money to the
Flemington Area Food Pantry .
They ’ l l  be col lect ing your
donat ions in  g iant  soup pots  as
you leave the sanctuary  -help
them f i l l  thei r  pots  of  the br im.  

In  2024 CPC had a number of
sat isf ied diners  at  the event
and th is  year  we are hoping to
enter  an award win ing soup!
Th ink  you have the just  the r ight
recipe? Drop us  a l ine and let ’ s
get  the conversat ion started!

https://flemingtonrotarynj.org/2025-soup-cook-off/
mailto:thenry@clintonpresbyterian.net


S T A F F  U P D A T E S

As many of you know, Gabriella Pusztai has faithfully
served CPC for over 13 years, ensuring that our church
space is always clean, welcoming, and ready for worship
and other gatherings. Her dedication and attention to
detail have been such a blessing to us. At the end of
November Gabriella stepped down from this role in order
to pursue a full time opportunity with caretaking. We wish
Gabriella all the very best in this new venture and are
delighted that she won’t be a stranger to us as she
continues to worship and serve as part of our church
family. Thank you, Gabriella!

THANK YOU GABRIELLA

We welcome Maribel  Hernandez as our  new
Housekeeper for  CPC. A res ident of  F lemington,
Mar ibel  has al ready been a bless ing to us
keeping the bui ld ing c lean and in order over  the
busy Chr istmas season.  P lease be sure to
introduce yourself  to Mar ibel  as you come and
go from CPC! 

MEET MARIBEL HERNANDEZ

Adrienne Hodul ik ,  our  beloved Preschool  Di rector ,  wi l l  be
ret i r ing at  the end of th is  school  year.  Adr ienne came
out of  ret i rement to take on the chal lenge of serv ing as
our Founding Director  and she has bui l t  th is  amazing
program from the ground up.  The love and care which
she pours into every chi ld ,  every fami ly ,  every staff
member,  every planned act iv i ty ,  i s  immense.
Adr ienne's  dedicat ion,  v is ion,  and warm presence have
been a guiding force without paral le l  we are deeply
grateful  for  everyth ing she has done.
As she t rans i t ions into ret i rement (again!)  we thank her
from the bottom of our  hearts  and wish her  a l l  the best
in th is  next  chapter  of  her  l i fe.

ADRIENNE’S UPCOMING RETIREMENT



B U I L D I N G  U P D A T E S

One core part  of  our  church’s  miss ion is  to
ensure that al l  are welcome, and th is
improved access ib le ramp and entrance is
one more way we can show that
commitment.  Whether you have mobi l i ty
chal lenges,  are pushing a st ro l ler ,  or
s imply need a smoother way in ,  th is  ramp
wi l l  make access ing our  church easier  for
everyone.  

We are deeply grateful  for  the generos i ty
and support  of  our  church fami ly  dur ing
our Generat ion to Generat ion Capital
Campaign.  Your k indness has made th is
important work poss ib le -  Thank you!

The long-awaited refresh of  our  church
ki tchen is  now in progress!  Th is  renovat ion
is  one of the f inal  projects on our  Capital
Campaign l i s t  and when completed we wi l l
have a br ight  and fresh space which better
equips us to cont inue to foster  community
around fel lowship tables.  Stay tuned as we
br ing th is  project to complet ion.

Our new access ib le ramp is  near ly  f in ished
and wi l l  soon be ready for  use.  This
important project is  a key part  of  our
capital  campaign and we are thr i l led to
see i t  near complet ion.  Once the rai l ings
are instal led th is  entrance wi l l  be ready
for  use.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN KITCHEN & RAMP PROJECTS

AN UPDATE ON CHAPA, JEAN LUC & CHRISTEN

In  December the fami ly  completed thei r  f i rst  semester  of  Engl ish c lasses.  Thank you to the
fol lowing twelve people who stepped in to dr ive them to thei r  lessons in  F lemington.  Amy
C.,  Amey B. ,  B i l l  T . ,  Col leen D. ,  David G. ,  David K. ,  Duncan T. ,  Jess ica B. ,  John R. ,  Kathleen
C. ,  Kr ist in  P. ,  Les l ie G. ,  We couldn’t  have done i t  without you.
The boys have also passed thei r  permit  tests  and wi l l  be start ing thei r  in i t ia l  dr iv ing
lessons th is  coming week.  They wi l l  be el ig ib le to take thei r  l icense tests  in  three to four
months.  We are present ly  looking into insurance and gett ing the donated car on the road
for  them.
The guys have also been work ing the n ight sh if t  at  Walmart  s ince Ju ly .  They are adjust ing
to the s leeping difference and learning how to keep a steady work schedule.  I t  has also
helped them connect with other people and be able to interact with others  who are not
on the team. The team members have been dr iv ing them to and from work as wel l  as
appointments ,  and although enjoyable,  we wi l l  have a s igh of  re l ief  when they are able to
hop in thei r  vehic le and dr ive to a dest inat ion.

A n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  t h e  A t  H o m e  i n  H u n t e r d o n  N e w s l e t t e r . . .



N E W  M E M B E R S

Drew,  a born and ra ised Hunterdon county
nat ive ,  and Amanda are res idents  of  the town of
Cl inton a long with thei r  two boys ,  E l l iot  (8)  and

Phi l ip  (6) .  Drew has been a New Jersey educator
for  24 years  and Amanda has spent  the last

e leven years  serv ing local  fami l ies  and students
as a speech- language pathologist  at  Cl inton

Publ ic  School .  Fo l lowing many fu l f i l l ing years  of
membersh ip at  another  local  church,  the Thomas

fami ly  i s  exci ted to have found another  great
community  at  Cl inton Presbyter ian.

Carson:   I  am a Civ i l  Engineer/Construct ion Project
Manager born and bred in  Hunterdon County .  I  went
to Lafayette Col lege where I  met my wife Le la.  We
have recent ly  moved back after  l i v ing in  North Jersey
and now l ive in  Cl inton with our  Jack Russel/Beagle
named Di l l y ,  and are expect ing a baby gi r l  in  March
2025.  I  am a big Phi ladelphia Eagles and Phi l l ies
fan,  and am look ing forward to growing into the
Cl inton community .
Lela:  I  recent ly  moved to the area with my husband
Carson and we' re exci ted to jo in  Cl inton
Presbyter ian Church!  We have a l i t t le  dog named
Di l l y  and we' re expect ing a baby gi r l  in  March.  I 'm a
Registered Diet i t ian and in  my spare t ime,  I  l i ke to
cook,  go on walks ,  and spend t ime with f r iends and
fami ly .  I 'm look ing forward to being part  of  th is
church community !

AMANDA & DREW THOMAS

LELA & CARSON GENTRY

On November 24th, we were blessed to welcome 10 new
members and their kids to our church family. Learn a

little more about them here and be sure to say hi when
you see them!



N E W  M E M B E R S

Mike and Laura McGarry  l i ve in  Lebanon
Township with thei r  two chi ldren,  Margot  (7)

and Wi l l  (5) ,  and thei r  dog Cooper ( 12) .
Laura grew up in  Hunterdon County ,  and

Mike was ra ised in  Monroe Township ,  NJ ,  but
moved to the area when he started h is

career  as  a math teacher  at  A lexandr ia
Township School  where he is  now the school
bus iness  administ rator .  Laura is  a managing

pr inc ipal  at  Graham-Pelton,  a nonprof i t
fundrais ing consul t ing f i rm.  The McGarrys

love to spend summers boat ing,  h ik ing,  and
camping with fami ly  and f r iends at  Lake
George.  Margot  enjoys  dance,  drawing,

reading,  ice skat ing and ro l ler  skat ing!  Wi l l
a lso l i kes  to read,  p lays  soccer ,  t-bal l ,  and is

a lso a b ig NFL fan.  

Sarah i s  a  new member  of  CPC,  who jo ined
with  her  f iancé,  Henry .  Together ,  they  l i ve  in
Cl inton and are pet  parents  to  three lov ing
animals  ( two cats  and a dog!)  Sarah loves
reading,  wr i t ing ,  l i s ten ing to  mus ic ,  cook ing,
and h ik ing.  She i s  look ing forward to  gett ing
to know the congregat ion members  more!

Hel lo ,  my name is  Henry  Toke.  I  am Jersey
born and cur rent ly  res id ing in  Cl inton.  I  am
a phys ica l  therapis t  for  Kess ler
Rehabi l i tat ion ,  and specia l ize in  concuss ion
and vest ibu lar  management .  I  am lef t
handed,  en joy  to  s ing (part  of  CPC choi r ) ,
am an Eagle Scout ,  and am gett ing marr ied
th is  October  to  my future wife  Sarah!
Gratefu l  to  be a part  of  th i s  church fami ly !

SARAH PAWLOWSKI

HENRY TOKE

MIKE & LAURA MCGARRY  



N E W  M E M B E R S

Megan moved here about s ix  years ago
to marry  Chr is  who she met whi le he
was attending Univers i ty  .  Chr is  works
as a Construct ion Foreman and they
spend most of  thei r  t ime work ing on
their  f ixer  upper home and try ing to
keep up with the k ids!  

CHRISTOPHER & MEGAN M.

T H A N K  Y O U S

"Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God."
Romans 15:7

A NOTE FROM ASHEVILLE
Back in October ,  members of  CPC
generous ly  gave to support  a church in
Ashevi l le  after  Hurr icane Helene
devastated thei r  community .  We
col lected a total  of  $5853 for  the F i rst
Presbyter ian Church of  Ashevi l le .  You
can read thei r  thank you note here.  



Our l ives came to an abrupt stop,  when our  fami ly  was just  h i t  by a sudden
tragic event that shook us to the core.  This  sh ip we cal l  "our  l ives"  was capsized
,  h i t  by an ev i l  rogue wave that left  us upside down in an uncharted ocean. . .
underwater . . . .unable to funct ion and struggl ing to breathe.  Whi le st i l l  feel ing i ts
very raw impact ,  eroded by gr ief ,  Vania 's  words came drenched in tears "  Dad,
we need the church.  We need to go to church".  I  must  confess that I  am not
contain ing my tears as I  am wri t ing th is .  I  am as I  have many t imes said not
f ight ing them anymore.  Not embarrassed or  ashamed of them. I  agree with Paulo
Coelho when he says that "tears are nothing more than just  words.  Poems yet to
be wr i t ten".  

So we did.  And there i t  was.  The moment we walked in the sanctuary ,  we fel t  i t
even st ronger than ever  before.  But  th is  t ime the Holy  Spir i t  manifested i tse lf
through the congregat ion.  To them I  say di rect ly  "  we fel t  i t  coming through your
words. . . . through your  expressed thoughts. . . .we fel t  i t  through your
prayers . . . . . through your  smi les and tears you offered for  comfort . . . . .we fel t  i t
through your  hand shakes and . . . . .especial ly  your  hugs.  When the weight of  our
gr ief  became too heavy to bear ,  you al lowed us to lay a piece of i t  upon your
shoulders .  That provided us with some respite".  "You are indeed a great
congregat ion,  and Vania and I  are so blessed that you welcomed us as fami ly .
We feel  b lessed to be a part  of  i t " !

I f  only  the express ion "Thank you" was large enough to involve the depth of  our
grat i tude. . . .but  i t  i s  not .  So I  choose to use the Portuguese word "Obr igado"
instead. "Obr igado" in  i ts  root means that you are indebted for  l i fe to those
who extend such a Grace to you.  I t  means that you are forever  obl iged to return
that grace to them in k ind and equal  measure.

A WORD OF THANKS FROM VICTOR DESOUSA

T H A N K  Y O U S

Victor's wife and Vania's mom,
Maria DeSousa passed to life

eternal on November 24, 2024.
We continue to hold her loved

ones in our prayers as they
walk in the valley of grief



Welcome Elijah 
Brock Berman

CLINTON PRESBYTERIAN CURCH
91 CENTER STREET
CLINTON, NJ 08809

CLINTONPRESBYTERIAN.NET

B I R T H D A Y S  A N D  B A P T I S M

Nellie Jane Hansen arrived
on November 12th! 

Avalon Bailey Houseal
arrived on November 14th ! 

https://www.facebook.com/ClintonPresbyterianChurch/
https://www.instagram.com/clinton_presbyterian_nj/
https://www.clintonpresbyterian.net/

