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the Plan 
The following subsections describe what a hazard mitigation plan is, what type of plan the 

, and how the Pierce County RHMP is 
organized. 

What is a Hazard Mitigation Plan? 

lessen disaster impacts. Hazard mitigation planning is a process that brings a community 
together to identify their local disaster risks and vulnerabilities. Then, that community can 
create short-term and long-term strategies to protect people and property from these risks. 

Figure 1 Pierce County December 2025 Flood, Landslide, and Severe Weather Incident 
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What Type of Plan is the Pierce County RHMP? 
The Pierce County RHMP is a multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan. Multi-jurisdictional 
plans bring together several jurisdictions  cities, towns, fire districts, school districts, utility 
providers, educational institutions, special purpose districts, and more  to collaborate on 
reducing risk to local hazards together. All jurisdictional partners in the Pierce County RHMP 
either are located within Pierce County or their service area is in Pierce County. Coordinated by 
the Pierce County Department of Emergency Management (PCDEM), the Pierce County RHMP: 

 Analyzes hazard risk across 64 jurisdictions using the same methodology; 
 Builds critical relationships between emergency management and hazard mitigation 

planning partners; and  
 Brings together short and long-range planning process across a variety of disciplines. 

How is the Pierce County RHMP Organized? 
The Pierce County RHMP 
details how Pierce County on the county-level is assessing natural and human-caused hazards 
(see Figure 3 for a visualization of . The Pierce 

plans  one created for each jurisdictional partner participating in the Pierce County RHMP 
planning process. 

Both the Pierce County RHMP Base Plan and its Jurisdictional Annexes are organized into seven 
sections:  Plan Process, Profile, Capability Identification, Risk Assessment, Mitigation Strategy, 
Infrastructure, and Plan Maintenance (see Figure 2 below).  
 

Figure 2 Pierce County RHMP Base Plan and Jurisdictional Annex Organization 
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Pierce County RHMP Base Plan 

 to the overall plan (see Figure 3). 
Altogether, the Base Plan: 

 Explains the 2025 Pierce County RHMP planning process (Section 1);   
 Orients the reader to Pierce County (Section 2); 
 Identifies Pierce County capabilities (Section 3);  
 Identifies and profiles local hazards (Section 4);  
 Develops a framework and methodology for reducing risk to those hazards (Section 5); 
 Identifies a framework for cataloging critical infrastructure that could be impacted by 

hazard incidents (Section 6); and  
 Develops  (Section 7). 

Figure 3 Pierce County RHMP Base Plan Organization 
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Pierce County RHMP Jurisdictional Annexes 

Together, Figure 3 and Figure 4 show how similarly the Pierce County RHMP Base Plan and each 
of its Jurisdictional Annexes are organized. The primary exception to this is that each 
Jurisdictional Annex has four appendices as well. Figure 4 is an example of the plan organization 
for one of the Pierce County RHMP city Jurisdictional Annexes. Furthermore, each Jurisdictional 
Annex has its own jurisdiction-specific: 

 Plan process descriptions (Section 1); 
 Community profiles (Section 2); 
 Local capability identification (Section 3); 
 Risk assessment and vulnerability analysis (Section 4);  
 Mitigation strategies (Section 5); 
 Critical infrastructure inventories (Section 6); and 
 Plan maintenance strategy (Section 7). 

Figure 4 Pierce County RHMP Jurisdictional Annex Organization 
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Connecting the Base Plan and Jurisdictional Annexes 
As there are 64 jurisdictions participating in the Pierce County RHMP, Jurisdictional Annexes are 
also sorted into five Discipline Groups for clarity and coordination: the Cities and Towns Group, 
Utility Group, Fire Group, Education Group, and Other Group (see Figure 5 below). For 
additional information on the Pierce County RHMP structure, organization, and methodology, 

 

Figure 5 Connecting the Pierce County RHMP Base Plan and Jurisdictional Annexes 


