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By Becca McCoy
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The Edible Peace Patch Project garden at Gulfport Montessori Elementary School.

On a cold Tuesday morning, stu-
dents at Gulfport Montessori Ele-
mentary School gathered in their
garden. Without a single weath-
er-based complaint, the students
eagerly dug in the soil, hunted for
bugs, planted seedlings, and tried
new foods. Through the guidance

CLEAR NUMBERS
BOOKKEEPING

Virtual bookkeeping for
small businesses and non-
profits. Monthly packages

customized to your needs or
one time cleanups. Payroll
available. QuickBooks Online
Certified ProAdvisor.
10+ years experience.

Call/text to 727-248-0714
or email to
nspence@clearnumbers.biz

of “Garden Teachers” Miss Niki and
Miss Katie, dozens of edible plants
spanning fruits, veggies, herbs, and
flowers are sprouting, blooming,
and flourishing in this living class-
room.

Niki Bigda is the Garden Supervi-
sor and Katie Ruhl is a Garden Ed-

ucator for the Edible Peace Patch
Project, a nonprofit maintaining
educational gardens in eight Title 1
elementary schools around Pinellas
County.

Now a subsidiary of R’Club Child
Care, Inc., the Edible Peace Patch

Harvest continued on page 6
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Remember: "I’'m not a critic, I'm a journalist. I'm doing
VO I C E S my job holding the government to account.”
Art Coverage

| want to thank Becca and The Gabber Newspaper for the wonderful ar-
ticle, An Abstract Vision, about my exhibit of paintings at the Brenda Mc-
Mahon Gallery in Gulfport. It was well-written, and accurate regarding my
history, my art and art process. | couldn’t have been more pleased. I've
heard from many who went to the show after reading the article. My heart-
felt thanks.

—Sue Johnson

The Gabber Newspaper encourages letters [one per person, per month]. Include your real name and city,
and please keep it short - <250 words. We may edit letters for content, clarity, and length. We don’t print
letters that incite violence, include attacks on private citizens, or that intentionally mislead people. Letters
may appear online and/or in print. Comments on The Gabber’s website and social media may get printed.
Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the views of The Gabber owners, advertisers, or staff.
Send letters to news@thegabber.com or 2908-B Beach Blvd. S., Gulfport, FL, 33707.

i CLASSIC CAR & GOLF
{ 8> 2 CART TOY DRIVE
50Y DRIy E GULF BLVD. FROIN TREASURE ISLAND TO
IR INDIAN SHORES
_"ﬁh ...:.f‘.i.%.%.‘m € :".‘.::‘.-=. 1
' ) DECEMBER 14, 2025
. ANAA - 8:30AM TO 1PM
% 3Night =7

ToY DONATIONS AND PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT
AIR FARE FOR 2 : LOCAL CHILDREN AND FAMILY CHARITIES

KEY WEST Vacation!

proud sponsor of
the Grand Prize! ACCOMODATIONS

$25 CATAMARAN COCKTAIL

ENTRY FEE PLUS UNWRAPPED TOY cnuls‘ *
50 CAR LIMIT allegiant
REGISTER TODAY! o
For Details & Registration visit:

‘ ChristmasClassicToyDrive.com
e Call Rodger 407-620-9368

PRIZES FOR BEST DRESSED/
MOST SPIRITED ENTRIES!
ENTER TODAY!

EiERE

thegabber.com | November 27, 2025 - December 3, 2025



PUBLISHER'S NOTE

And The Nominees Are...

Introducing the 2025 Gulfportian of the Year Nominees

By Cathy Salustri

Gulfport, you have outdone yourself.

When we opened nom-
inations for Gulfpor-
tian of the Year, we
weren't sure what to
expect. How many
people would nominate
someone? 10? None?

In all, we received more than
50 nominations. Some were names
many of us know, and a few were
names you may not. But the nomina-
tions made one thing clear: Gulfpor-
tians notice when people do good. It's
encouraging to see how much love
Gulfport has to share.

In those nominations, we had some
duplicates (we briefly debated starting
a pool about how many nominations
Dawn Fisher would get; she closed out
almost 20 nominations).

Next week, we'll talk with the candi-

dates and their nominators to give you
more insight as to the
people in the running
for 2025 Gulfportian
of the Year.

Thanks to all who
participated and helped
celebrate the best of Gulf-

port! And thanks to the nom-
inees who help make Gulfport
better.

[ The 2025 Gulfportian of the Year
nominees are:

« Peggy & Dave Bach
» George Cavanaugh
« Bob Chomko

- Linda Craig

- Wolfgang Deininger
« Dawn Fisher

- Kelli Garcia

Support hyperlocal journalism!
Donations Welcome Venmo @gabbernews

1418 58TH STREET S.
(CORNER OF 15TH AVE. SO. IN THE
CHEVRON PLAZA)

727.873.3478
€3 FUNKYFLAMINGOGPFL

- Restaurant

- Take-Qut

- Jams & Salsas
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» Gail Gravell

» Sam Henderson

« Helena Josephs

« Suzie King

» Aimee Kosta and Erin East
« Anita McLaughlin

» Brenda McMahon

» John Mooney

« David Perkins

» Courtney Prokopas

« CreaSirene Egan Romanelli
» Mark Sieg

» Noreen Smith

« Jax Taylor

» Lynn Taylor

« Dia Vartsakis

[ And the winner is...

Voting starts now and ends Dec.
10 at 5 p.m.

The winner gets a front-page
feature about them in our Jan. 1is-
sue. They also get bragging rights
and a lot of community love.

So let’s get voting! ®

Dentistry
with a personal touch

Family Owned and Run
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Brittany Pierpont

DLiew Dendal
\/\/

8351 Blind Pass Rd

St Pete Beach, FL 33706
727-363-6169 | pierdental.net




Approved Work

Gulfport City Council’s Nov.

By Trei Johnson

Gulfport City Council had a full
plate during the Nov. 18 meeting.
Council approved of a budget from
last year, major road repairs, and
appointed a member to serve on the
Board of Adjustments.

Council tabled the second reading
of Ordinance No. 2025-12, proposed
amendments to the City Charter
about elected officials. City Manag-
er Jim O'Reilly said several changes
were made during the first reading
and some residents have not had a
chance to review the updates.

“We could put the ordinance on
our website, and everybody can look
at it he said. “Because we’ve made
a lot of changes, and we want to
make sure everybody understands
what we did.”

Council will have the second read-
ing during the Dec. 2 City Council
meeting.

Updating the Operating Budget

Officials advanced a key fi-
nancial step with Resolution No.
2025-99. The resolution autho-
rizes an amendment to the Fiscal
Year 2024-2025 Operating Bud-
get.

The amendment accounts for
expenditures and reimburse-
ments connected to Hurricanes
Helene and Milton. City staff rec-
ommended approval noting the
need to formally recognize the
storm-related costs and pro-
ceeds. It was unanimously ap-
proved.

City Council must amend the
budget to track these financial
changes accurately. Florida Stat-
ute 166.241 allows municipalities
to revise budgets during the fis-
cal year or within 60 days after it
ends. Therefore, the City can le-
gally update its financial plan to
reflect storm expenses and reve-
nues.

The annual budget guides fu-
ture planning and provides es-
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On Nov. 18, Gulfport City Council approved of a budget, and major road repairs, and
appointed a member to serve on the Board of Adjustments.

sential administrative controls.
Each year’s surplus or deficit car-
ries forward into the next fiscal
year. Because of this structure,
documenting storm impacts ac-
curately is crucial for maintaining
long-term financial stability.

Financial Breakdown of Storm
Impacts

The financial impacts from both
hurricanes were substantial. Total
storm-related expenses for Fiscal
Year 2025 reached more than $8.3
million. These costs included debris
removal, facility repairs, and mitiga-
tion work.

Insurance proceeds for both hur-
ricanes totaled more than $6.4 mil-
lion. Additionally, the City received
less than $750,000 in net FEMA re-
imbursements.

Meanwhile, the storms signifi-
cantly reduced revenue. Damage to
the Gulfport Casino and surround-
ing recreation facilities prevented
normal operations for part of the
fiscal year. As a result, the City lost
more than a half-million dollars in
expected revenue.

When combining expenses, reim-
bursements, and lost revenue, the
projected net financial loss for Fiscal
Year 2025 is $1,844,174.

58th Street Repairs Approved

The City of Gulfport plans to move
forward with major repairs to 58th
Street as Council approved a $2.04
million contract with Keystone Ex-
cavators, Inc. The project also re-
quires a budget amendment.

City staff said the roadway now
needs full rehabilitation. The street
lacks proper slope, which causes
standing water and creates safety
hazards. The base material is also
failing, leading to depressions that
reduce stability. The project will re-
build the base, repave the corridor,
add new curbing to improve drain-
age, and upgrade sidewalks to ex-
pand mobility.

The City secured a $1.2 million
state appropriation through Shu-
maker Advisors Florida, with sup-
port from State Rep. Linda Chaney
and State Sen. Nick DiCeglie. Gulf-
port budgeted a $500,000 match
to complete the work.

Funding allows improvements
from Gulfport Boulevard South to
17th Avenue South. A south exten-
sion to 15th Avenue was bid as an
add-alternate, but is not expected
to proceed due to higher-than-an-
ticipated costs.

The next Gulfport City Council
meeting is Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. ®
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ADDINGTO mPL ACE Now accepting Humana, Fre.:edpm, Optimum, Medicare,

and most commercial insurance plans.

All Florida Family Care, Inc.

S. Tirupathi M.D. Primary Care Physician

at College Harbor

Come see our new
commumt_‘y venovations

3301 66th St N, Ste-A, St. Petersburg

727-344-6200

Call the office for a FREE tour!
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We are always there for YOU!

24 Hour Answering Service with doctor on call 24 hours a day.
We offer same day appointments for all our patients!

» Well Woman Visits e Diabetic Teaching o Injections « IV Fluids
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Independent ¢ Assisted © Skilled Nursing Physician Supervised Weight Loss Program
CALL TODAY FOR MOVE-IN SPECIALS
727-346-8673 2001 Board Certified in Internal Medicine at Michigan State University. Practicing as an Internist in the area since 2003.

4600 54th avenue South, St Pe[ersburg Recipient of the 2009 and 2010 People Choice Award for Favorite Physician.
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GABBERLIFE

Project was formed in 2009 when a
group of Eckerd College students in-
stalled a prototype schoolyard gar-
den at Lakewood Elementary School.

In the years since, they have de-
veloped a curriculum that correlates
with the Florida State Standards for
Science, marrying garden-based
learning with the students’ in-school
lessons. The experiential learning and
emphasis on wellness has broad pos-
itive impacts.

“| don’t know if you noticed,” said
Bigda, “but they're all willing to try
anything out of the garden, which is
huge”

Edible Peace Patch Project

Bigda has been with Edible Peace
Patch Project for seven years, hav-
ing started as a volunteer in college.
She and Ruhl, an environmental
studies major and urban farmer, are
two of only four staff members at
the organization. Their small team

A
Tro evecr®®
Visit us at HCA Pasadena
Hospital campus for:

e Comprehensive primary
eyecare

¢ Advanced diagnostics

e Vision rehabilitation

e Low Vision

e Complex contact lens designs
¢ Eyewear to enhance your style

BECCA MCCOY

-\

Harvest continued from cover

o

Throughout each eight-week semester, students in grades one through five connect
with the outdoors through a hands-on education.

maintains all eight of the school-
yard gardens while teaching 20 to
25 classes a semester, reaching ap-
proximately 500 students. It's pos-
sible thanks to community partners
and a robust team of more than 100
volunteers.

Throughout each eight-week se-
mester, students in grades one
through five connect with the out-
doors through a hands-on educa-
tion that deepens their appreciation
for where food comes from.

One student started this semes-
ter amazed: “I didn’t know you could
eat plants!” When asked where they
thought their food came from, the
answer was “Publix.”

“I think my favorite thing is just
the curiosity,” said Ruhl. “Kids hav-
ing an interest in where their food
comes from, beyond seeing it on
their plates or adults giving it to

them. It’s like, ‘I've created this gar-
den, I've grown this, so | can eat it””

Semesters of Growth

Each semester ends with a Har-
vest Festival - all the food is shared
amongst the students, who are also
gifted with seed packets and recipe
books.

At only three weeks into the semes-
ter, the students were snacking on
starfruit, cotton candy berries, green
beans, radishes, mustard greens,
lemongrass, and cranberry hibiscus
pulled straight from their garden.

“If they can see where the food
comes from, they're more inclined
to eat it,” said Bigda. “We’re bribing
them with kale, and it works.”

Interested volunteers can visit
rclub.net to learn more and start the
process. ®

GET YOUR MEDICAL

MARIJUANA CERTIFICATE!
No fee if you do not qualify...

KFM MD » 727-323-1090
info@kfmmd.com

KAREN MONROE M.D.
Board Certified Family Physician

401 33rd St N., #F + St. Petersburg 33713

10%
OFF '

all new patients
(limited time only)
when you mention,

the Gabber

...we will help you through the entire process.

thegabber.com | November 27, 2025 - December 3, 2025



BUSINESS BEAT

Palooza Picks

A Shopapalooza Gift Guide

By Ester Venouziou

Looking for the perfect local gift?
Here’s a sneak peek at just a few
of the fabulous finds from Sho-
papalooza vendors who also have
brick-and-mortar shops.

The following list is a small
glimpse of what’s in store. More
than 350 local makers, artists,
and small businesses will fill Vinoy
Park on Nov. 29 and 30, bringing
everything from handmade art and
jewelry to local foods, fashion, and
home goods.

Arnold Jewelers

For the sea lover or angler on your
list, Arnold Jewelers’ Gold Fishing
Collection offers stunning 14k gold
fish, hook, and ocean-inspired de-
signs. Each piece is expertly crafted
to capture the shimmer and spirit of
life on the water. These are timeless
treasures that bring Florida’s coast-
al charm to any jewelry box.

Retail price: Starting at $200

12293 Seminole Blvd., Largo.

Barbara’s Kitchen Jams

Bring a taste of the holidays home
with Barbara’s Kitchen Christmas
Jam - a festive blend of cranberries,
strawberries, and oranges infused
with warm spices. Sweet, tart, and
perfectly balanced, it's delicious on
toast, with cheese and crackers,
or straight from the spoon. Locally
made in small batches, it's the per-
fect stocking stuffer or hostess gift
for anyone who loves the flavor of
Christmas morning.

Retail price: $11

12508 Starkey Road, Largo.

Beech Kombucha

For the health-conscious or fla-
vor-curious friend, Beech Kombucha
offers handcrafted probiotic drinks
brewed the traditional way, using
whole fruits, roots, and herbs, never
concentrates or extracts. The result

ARNOLD JEWELERS

Each piece of Arnold Jewelers is expertly crafted to capture the shimmer and spirit
of life on the water.

is crisp, refreshing, and naturally
vibrant. Stop by for a pour of their
seasonal flavors at Shopapalooza
or pick up a growler to share at your
next holiday gathering.

Retail price: $6 cup; $20 growler

3100 Freemont Terrace S., St. Pe-
tersburg.

Betty Shop

From casual tees to cozy sweat-
shirts, Betty Shop’s St. Pete Trib-
ute Collection celebrates the city’s
creative coastal vibe. Each design
is locally designed and printed,
inspired by sun, surf, and commu-
nity. It's perfect for beach days,
holiday lounging, or showing your

local pride year-round.
Retail price: $28-$54
6380 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach.

Gulf Orchids

Add natural beauty to your home
or gift list with a phalaenopsis or-
chid from Gulf Orchids. Known for
their delicate, long-lasting blooms,
these tropical plants are surpris-
ingly easy to care for and can flow-
er for months with minimal effort.
Choose from a range of colors and
sizes. Watch for special Palooza
pricing.

Retail price: $30 for 5-inch plant
(sale price TBD]

5313 Gulfport Blvd. S., Gulfport.

Shop continued on page 8

SERVICES OFFERED:

Family Medicine

Osteopathic Manipulation
Traditional Functional Medicine

Hormone Replacement Therapy
(including BioTE)

Ages seen: newborn & up

(Note: Pediotric vaceines are referred to the health departmant)

ii/d,“ SUNERGY wellness Clinic

TOTAL WELLNESS witH DR. HAYS, D.O.

’ ;

" DR. HAYS, D.O.
FAMILY MEDICINE

4820 5th Ave N o St Pete @ 727-321-6768
sunergywellnessclinicstpete.com
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Add natural beauty to your home or gift list with a pha-

SAIHJd0 47ND
PIPO’S CUBAN CAFE

laenopsis orchid from Gulf Orchids.

Melissa Rogolino Designs (Blue
Butterfly Artelier)

Whimsical and bold, the Pineap-
ple Octopus by Melissa Rogolino is
hand-painted on a reclaimed vin-
tage door, complete with its origi-
nal glass knob. Combining coastal
themes with rustic elegance, this
one-of-a-kind artwork radiates cre-
ativity and warmth. It's a statement
piece that will turn heads and spark
conversations.

Retail price: $750

1303 49th St. S., Gulfport.

Metaphysically Me

Give the gift of wearable
“magick.” Wax & Wane Jewelry
features ethically sourced crys-
tals designed to empower and
inspire. Each bracelet is cleansed
under the moon and infused with
intention, combining beauty and
positive energy. Whether you're
shopping for a friend or treating
yourself, it’s a gift that feels as
good as it looks.

Retail price: $20-%$60

401 Corey Ave., St. Pete Beach.

Treat someone special to a hearty Cuban sandwich from
Pipo’s Cuban Cafe.

Pipo’s Cuban Café

Share the flavors of Tampa Bay
with a Pipo’s Cuban Café gift card.
Treat someone special to a hearty
Cuban sandwich, slow-roasted
pork, black beans and rice, or any
of Pipo’s classic dishes. They're
all rooted in generations of fam-
ily recipes. Pipo’s first opened in
1979!

Retail price: Available in any
denomination

9531 Bay Pines Blvd., St. Pe-
tersburg.

OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WINDOW,DOORS
& STORM SHUTTERS

Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough,
and Manatee Counties

¢ Hurricane Protection * Windows
e Entry Doors * Free Estimates

15% OFF

ALL HURRICANE
PROTECTION!

727-447-7474 - ZAGERWDS.COM - LIC# CBC1262133

Homewatch
CareGivers

of St. Pete Beach

VOTED #1
CAREGIVERS IN

We provide a variety of In-home

ST. PETERSBURG

care options including personal,
P " AREA

complex, and 24 hour-care. Veteran
and family-owned business serving
the St Petersburg Area including Gulfport and the
beaches. Licensed, insured, and bonded.

“We’re More Than Just CareGivers!”

121914-7471

www.hweg.com/St-Pete-Beach
AHCA #299995153
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Sans Market

Eco-friendly meets everyday
convenience with Swedish Dish-
cloths from Sans Market. Each re-
usable cloth can replace up to 17
rolls of paper towels and is wash-
able more than 200 times. Avail-
able in playful patterns like bees,
herbs, and cows, these sustainable
kitchen staples make for a fun and
functional stocking stuffer.

Retail price: $6.95

1037 Central Ave., St. Petersburg.

Sun Drunk World

Soft, stylish, and versatile,
Sun Drunk’s Turkish Towels are a
must-have for anyone who loves
travel or beach life. Made from
100% Turkish cotton, they’re
lightweight, sand-resistant, and
quick-drying. They’re also per-
fect as a wrap, scarf, blanket, or
throw. Grab one at Shopapalooza
and enjoy a special 10% festival
discount.

Retail price: $46 [10% off during
Palooza)

409 Corey Ave., St. Pete Beach.

The Muddy Walrus Pottery

Start your day with sunshine and
local artistry. The Florida Flamin-
go Mug from The Muddy Walrus
Pottery is handcrafted in St. Pete,
combining function with Florida

ST. PETE DANCE

Ballroom ¢ Latin * Swing

Lessons
.
St Pe or Jex
Stpetd Call or Text

(727) 280-6962

3138 3rd Ave N ¢ StPeteDance.com

SANS MARKET

?}.

flair. Each mug is one-of-a-kind,
sturdy enough for everyday use,
and safe for both microwave and
dishwasher. It’s your daily remind-
er of paradise.

Retail price: $50

2215 6th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.

Wave Makers Workshops

Bring the beach home with Wave
Makers Workshops’ Ocean Resin
Wood Trays. Crafted with non-tox-
ic resin and real sand from St. Pete
Beach, each piece captures the
calming blues and gentle move-
ment of Gulf waves. Ideal for serv-
ing, displaying, or simply admiring,
it's a coastal keepsake that makes

every day feel like a seaside es-
cape.

Retail price: $36

2135 3rd Ave. S., Studio 6 at Five
Deuces Galleria, St. Petersburg.

These are just a few of the tens
of thousands of treasures you'll dis-
cover at Shopapalooza Festival.

From handmade art and jewelry to
local foods, fashion, and home décor,
every purchase supports the small
businesses that make our commu-
nity shine. Come explore it all Nov.
29-30 at Vinoy Park in downtown St.
Petersburg. Admission is free.

Editor’s note: Ester Venouziou is
the founder LocalShops1 and free-
lances for The Gabber Newspaper.

WILLS :TRUSTS-ESTATES:-ELDER LAW

Call now to schedule your complimentary estate planning review!

« Estate Planning including Trusts, Wills, Health Care Directives,

& Power of Attorney
* Trust & Probate Estate Administration

+ Elder Law including Medicaid & Special Needs Trusts

+ Corporate & Business Planning

Karen S. Keaton, Esquire

2816 Beach Blvd South
Gulfport, Florida 33707
727-822-2200
Karen@GulfBeachesLaw.com

WWW.GULFBEACHESLAW.COM
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ARTS

A Little Bit of Santorini in Gulfport
Gulfport Artist Paints Neptune Grill's New Murals

By Maggie Duffy

L e | SR

Just shy of a year since it was devas-
tated by Hurricane Helene, Gulfport’s
beloved Neptune Grill reopened in
August. Now, a new mural pays hom-
age to owner Dia Vartsakis’ Greek
heritage.

It's being painted by Kiersten Long,
whose murals have brightened up
garages on many Gulfport homes
and paid tribute to music legend John
Prine.

Long said Vartsakis approached
her about painting the mural before
the restaurant reopened, about four
months ago.

“I was really honored, because |
know there’s a ton of muralists, but
(Vartsakis) really wanted to go local
and get a Gulfport artist,” Long said. “I
think it is amazing to sort of give back,
because our community was hit.”

f -' * | -
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Neptune Grill’s new murals, painted by Gulfport artist Kiersten Long, pays homage to owner Dia Vartsakis’ Greek heritage.

Neptune’s New Mural

Vartsakis had a specific vision for
the mural, Long said, a trait she ap-
preciates from clients. It's inspired
by the Greek island Santorini, locat-
ed on the Aegean Sea.

The scene depicts the island’s
hallmark stark white architecture
accented with cobalt blue roofs,
perched along the coast of the same
azure sea. Long was still working on
the companion panel, which will de-
pict the city landscape.

All around the restaurant’s exte-
rior, Long painted Greek vases filled
with bougainvillea plants that climb
up the facade. She created shad-
ows, giving the perfect sun-soaked
effect.

Painted bright blue shutters and

Questions about Medicare?

Medicare Health Plans
Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans

Medicare Advantage Plans
Part D Prescription Drug Plans

Call 727-560-3674

Ipence@jrstoner.com * LinkedIn: LisaPenceMedicare ® TheStonerOrganization.com

o Let Me Help find the right
Medicare plan for you!

My assistance is
100% complimentary
—there’s no cost to you!
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a Greek key motif, not to mention
Neptune’s location across from
Boca Ciega Bay, really transports
you to Santorini.

Gulfport Artist Kiersten Long

Being hired to paint the mural
was a bit of a turning point for Long.
Regular mural gigs had dried up
after the hurricanes, and she was
teaching full time, she said.

But Vartsakis encouraged her to
do it. And since then, with people al-
ways passing by to stop her and ask
about her work, she’s now booked
with mural jobs through the spring.

“That’'s the heart of Gulfport”
Long said. People want to support
the community, she said, the same
way Neptune’s regular customers
are so happy its back open.

And she sees the mural as a sym-
bol of Gulfport’s resiliency.

“It gives people hope that we are
recovering,” she said. “It's slowly
happening, but you can see it’s hap-
pening.”

Neptune Grill, 5501 Shore Blvd. S.,
Gulfport. neptunegrillgulfport.com,
727-623-4823. ®
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Cozy Coastal Cocktails

Warm Drinks for Cool Nights in Florida

Mulled wine is cozy for those cool, nights.

Winter in Florida may not mean
snowstorms and ski pants but we
do break out our sweaters and
space heaters for those chilly De-
cember nights. Instead of salted
roads, we salt our rims here in the
tropics. And a cozy drink can make
even the coolest nights feel warm
and festive. Whether you’re curled
up on the lanai, gathering around a
backyard fire pit, or pretending your
patio heater is a mountain lodge,
these warm, tropical-inspired sips
bring the comfort — no snow boots
required.

Coconut Hot Buttered Rum

My mother makes the best hot
buttered rum. It's rich, it’'s warm,
and it’s something | look forward to
every winter when | visit up north.
| put a tropical twist on her recipe
by adding silky coconut cream. It
helps cut through some of the but-
ter mouthfeel and gives the rum an
added smoothness. Try Papa’s Pil-
lar dark rum out of Key West for the
boozy finish.

« 1 pound butter [softened]
» 2 cups powdered sugar
« 2 cups brown sugar

« 1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
« 1/2 cup coconut cream
« 3 tablespoons ground cinnamon
« 1 tablespoon ground nutmeg
« 1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
e Dark rum

Mix all ingredients [except rum) in
a stand mixer. Scoop two spoonfuls
of buttered rum mix into a warm
mug. Add rum and enough hot wa-
ter to fill the mug. Stir well and serve
hot.

Citrus-Spiced Mulled Wine

Mulled wine takes me back to
those cold nights by the fire in Mich-
igan. If you want the seasonal aes-
thetic, use a medium-bodied, dry
red wine like a cabernet sauvignon
or merlot. | mix in orange slices,
cinnamon sticks, star anise, maple
syrup, and whole cloves. Combine
all the ingredients in a pot and gen-
tly simmer over medium heat for 15
minutes so the flavors infuse. Serve
warm and garnish with orange slic-
es.

For a Florida twist, use a light red
or rosé wine as the base. If you want
to keep your cocktail as local as pos-
sible, use Lakeside Winery. They're a
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vineyard out of Clermont and they
make a number of wines for your
mulled libations. Use fresh, Florida
honey as the sweetener and even
add a small dose of local orange li-
queur from St. Petersburg Distillery.

Warm Honey Bourbon Lemonade

It doesn’t get any easier than
hot honey bourbon Iemonade.
Combine hot water, fresh lem-
on juice, honey, and bourbon for
a Florida-friendly bevy that will
warm you from the inside out. This
drink is perfect for citrus season
as the acidity of the fresh lemon
cuts through the sweetness of the
bourbon and honey. | like to use
American Freedom Distillery in St.
Pete. They make a killer bourbon
called Horse Soldier that gives this
refreshing recipe five stars. The
recipe makes two cocktails.

« 1 cup water

« 1/2 cup fresh Florida lemon juice
« 3 tablespoons local honey

» 3 ounces bourbon

In a small saucepan, combine wa-
ter, lemon juice, and honey. Warm
over medium-low heat until honey
dissolves. Remove from heat and
add bourbon. Garnish with lemon
wheels or rosemary sprigs.

Skip the hot cocoa packet and
stir up something that's a little
more Sunshine State. These warm
sips prove you don’'t need snow to
feel cozy — just good company, a
cool night, and a reason to toast to
Florida's version of winter. ©

Open 7 Days, 7a-2p
Dine-In, Take-Out

2525 Pasadena Ave S
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Gulfport Senior Center 5501 27th Ave S « 727-893-5657 « [} /gulfportseniorcenter

Annual registration required. Free, residents; $50, non-residents. All programs subject to change without notice.
Mon - Thurs 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. | Fri 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. « Please stop by the Senior Center, join our weekly newsletter,

or like us on Facebook to see a complete schedule of daily events.

I The Fitness Center is open. To provide
physical distancing, the hourly capacity is
limited and you must call to pre-register.

Supplemental food assistance for quali-
fying Gulfport Seniors in need is available
at the Senior Center. Pantry is open on
Mondays and Thursdays from 1 p.m. - 3
p.m. Proper verification required prior to
use of the pantry.

GEMS (Gulfport Extended Mobility Ser-
vice] provides affordable Door-to-Door
transportation service, rides to medical ap-
pointments, shopping, and much more for
Gulfport residents, 65 years of age or older
or disabled. 727-893-2242.

Medical Equipment Lending Program
provides gently used wheelchairs, walkers,
canes, crutches and other medical equip-
ment to seniors who need it. Supplies lim-
ited.

Daily Reassurance Calls are available
for senior Gulfport residents to provide a
friendly check in service connecting home-
bound or isolated seniors to the communi-
ty beyond their front door.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Medicare 101 Explore Medicare in depth
and compare plans. Presented by Simply
Healthcare. MUST Pre Reg. by Wed., 11/26.
Dec. 1, 2:30 p.m.

Santa Gift Wrapping Service Bring your
gifts and let Santa’s Elves do the wrap-
ping. All donations go to support the Se-

nior Center. Dec. 2, Dec. 9, Dec. 16, Dec. 23,
1-4p.m.

Orlando Health Lunch & Learn: Vein
Health Cardiologist, Dr. Michael Malone
will be here to discuss vein vitality. Learn
tips on how to keep your legs light and
your heart happy. MUST Pre-Reg by Mon.,
12/1. Dec. 2, 2 p.m.

Gulfport Senior Artist Open Studio Drop-
in for this peer guided art open studio.
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

What’s New with Medicare 2026 Learn
from Cliff the expected changes to Medi-
care in 2026. Open forum. Questions are
welcome! MUST Pre-Reg. Dec. 4, 10 a.m.
Bingo with a Twist FREE to Play! GREAT
PRIZES! December is Christmas Candy
Bingo with FUN games and challenges
thrown in. Sponsored by Dedicated Se-
nior Medical. Dec. 4, 3:30 p.m.

Veteran’s Coffee Connection Veterans
of all service eras gather for coffee, sup-
port, friendship & to learn about available
community resources. Hosted by Empath
Health. Dec. 5, 10 a.m.

Gulfport ROCKS! Join the party and cre-
ate some fun rock art. All supplies pro-
vided by Moore Insurance Options. MUST
Pre-Reg. Dec. 5, 1:30 p.m.

Holiday Art & Craft Fair Finish your holi-
day shopping with beautiful hand-made
arts & crafts and unique seasonal décor,
books & gifts from Gulfport Senior Center
Vendors. Santa, hot cocoa, cookies, and
gift wrapping service will be available.
FREE entry. Dec. 6, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

3D Printing Club Join the Club today!
Share ideas, tips & tricks, expand your
knowledge, and inspire & encourage each
other. Dec. 8, 1 p.m.

Workout with Noa Noa will guide you to
look deeper at applying isotonic exercis-
es to your workout. MUST Pre-Reg. Dec.
8, 4 p.m.

Happy Hour at the Center Join us for this
fun social hour. Sponsored by The Gold-
ton. Cheers! MUST Pre-Reg # by Fri 12/5.
Dec. 8, 5:30 p.m.

Gingerbread House Workshop Get into
the holiday spirit with our Gingerbread
House Decorating Workshop! Gather your
friends for a delightful day of icing, can-
dies, and creative confections. All sup-
plies provided by Moore Insurance Op-
tions. MUST Pre-Reg. Dec. 9, 2 p.m.

5th Annual Gingerbread House Contest
Dazzle your friends with your baking and
design skills in our Gingerbread House
Contest. Entries are due Dec. 10th by 12
pm. See Staff for Entry Forms and Con-
test Rules. Not a baker? You can still be a
part by making your vote count. Contest
entries will be displayed at the Center
Dec. 10th thru 16th. Vote for your favorite
in 3 categories. Winners will be announced
12/16 at the Holiday Party.

Good Neighbors Food Giveaway Visit
with friends and shop for FREE food pro-
vided by Good Neighbors. Bring a bag for
shopping, one per household. Dec. 10, 12
p.m.

Arts Center 2726 54th St S « mygulfport.us/arts-center

OPEN: Tues. 3 - 7 p.m. | Wed. 3 - 7 p.m. | 1st & 3rd Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. « ArtsCenter@mygulfport.us
All programs FREE and open to the public. Registration required. n /GulfportArtsCenter

Apply to be a class instructor by completing the application at
https://mygulfport.us/art-center-application/

Collage Group Share and Swap Join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturday
at 3 p.m. for our collage group meetup! Open to collage artists and
enthusiasts of any skill/experience level. Dec. 6 & Dec. 20, 3 p.m.
All is Bright: A Celebration of Light: Opening Reception Art work
will be on display at the Gulfport Arts Center from 12/5/25 - 1/7/26.
Reception with light refreshments. Dec. 5, 5 p.m.

Decoupage Boxes with Napkins for Adults Create a beautiful de-

coupage wood jewelry box using seasonal napkins and more. Per-
fect for gifting to your loved ones! Dec. 12, 3 p.m.

19, 5 p.m.

Fun with Snowflakes for Kids Make paper snowflakes using coffee
filters and watercolor. Then, create magic snowflake paintings using
just salt and water. Dec. 16, 12:45 p.m.

Holiday Crafting Party for Kids Celebrate the holiday season with
a bash featuring ornament making, card-making, and snacks! Dec.

MYGULFPORT.US
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Catherine Hickman Theater 727-893-1070 « 5501 27th Ave S

Art Reception with December featured artist Paula Roy. Free and open to the public. Fri., Dec. 5, 6 - 8 p.m.
New Horizons Flute Choir and Sax Ensemble Concert Free and open to the public. Sun., Dec. 7, 3 p.m.

Gulfport Casino Ballroom 727-893-1070 « 5500 Shore Blvd S

The Gulfport Casino Ballroom is temporarily closed.

Recreation Center 5730 Shore Blvd S « 727-893-1068 » mygulfport.us/recreation/rec

Annual Registration has begun: $3 residents;
$25 nonresidents

Pickleball Mon. & Tues., 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. for All
Levels of Play

Tues., 6 p.m. - 9 p.m., All Levels of Play
Adult Basketball Wed. & Fri.,, 9 a.m. - 1p.m.
Thurs., 6 p.m. -9 p.m.

Game Room Mon., Wed.,, & Fri,, 9 a.m. - 1p.m.

PROGRAMS

Teen Night Program Registrations con-
tinue for the 2025-2026 Teen Night Pro-
gram for teens in middle school to age 17.
The program provides recreation and so-
cial activities. The teens utilize the gym-
nasium, gameroom and outdoor area.
Program hours are Mon., Wed. & Fri. 6-9
p.m. Annual reg. $3 RES./$25 NON-RES.

Tot Time Program Registrations contin-
ue for the 2025-2026 Tot Time Program.

The Tot Time Program is a pre-school,
hands-on program for children ages 3-5
that are potty trained. The program aims
to make learning fun for children and
helps prepare them for Kindergarten.
Program hours are from 8:45 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Limited spots available. Hours for
registration are from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon-
day-Friday.

Call instructor for more information. In-
terested in teaching a class? Call Jami at
727-893-1079 for more information.
Cardio Tennis Tues. & Thurs., 6 p.m.; $18/
class for adults. Lessons are at Chase
Park, 28th Ave. & 53rd St. S. Contact Mo
at 727-515-1454 for details.

F.L.T Tennis Fri., Nov.. 21 - Dec. 26, 6 p.m;
Free for true beginners age 21 and up.

Lessons are at Chase Park, 28th Ave &
53rd St. S. Contact Mo at 727-515-1454
for details.

Fundamentals of Jiu-Jitsu Tues. & Thurs.,
6 - 7 p.m. for children 6 yrs. & up; $20/
drop-in or $120/month and 7 - 8 p.m.
for adults, $25/drop-in or $150/month.
Thurs., 10-11 a.m. for Homeschool chil-
dren, $100/month. Contact Joseph Re-
sendez 813-841-4058.

Youth Ballet / Tap Tues., 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
for ages 3 -6; 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. for Inter-
mediate Ballet ages 7-13. $45/month.
7:30 - 8 p.m. for Intermediate Tap ages
7-13, $22.50/month. Call Lisa at 727-742-
2594,

Youth Hip Hop Fri,, 6 - 7 p.m. for ages
8-12 and 7 - 8 p.m. for ages 13-18, $45/
month. Call Lisa at 727-742-2594.
Zumba Thurs.,, 6 - 7 p.m., $6/class or
$20/month. Call Magda at 727-214-7868.

Gulfport Public Library 5501 28th Ave S « 727-893-1074 « [} /gulfportlibraryfl

Mygulfport.us/gpl « Mon - Fri 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. | Sat 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

All programs free and subject to change.

Keep Calm & Carry Yarn Join us for a
weekly knitting and crochet group! Mon-
days, 10:15 a.m.

Baby Time Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m.

Teen Space Play games, work on art proj-
ects, watch movies, or just hang out. Ac-
tivities vary each week, and what we do is
up to you! Ages 12 to 18 only. For additional
information call 727-893-1074. Tuesdays, 4
p.m.

Storytime Join us for stories, rhymes, mu-
sic. Now on Wednesdays, 10:15 & 11 a.m.
Winter Joy String Art For this month’s
adult craft, we will make a beautiful winter
sign using string art! Registration required,
opens on Nov. 26. Call 727-893-1074 or
email library.programs@mygulfport.us.
Dec. 3, 1p.m.

Horror Book Club Read, listen, download,
then discuss your thoughts among your
peers. This month we’'ll discuss Christmas
Presents by Lisa Unger. Copies available
at the checkout desk. It's also available for

PAID FOR BY THE CITY OF GULFPORT

download from Libby as an eBook or eAu-
diobook. Call 727-893-1074 for additional
information. Dec. 4, 5:00 p.m.

Come & Go Craft For all ages, but some
pieces might be on the small side. Supplies
are limited and are on a first come, first
serve basis. Crafting will be located on the
tables in the children's area. For additional
information call 727-893-1074. Dec. 6, all
day.

Grownup Movie Series Frank Drebin, Jr. is
the only person able to lead Police Squad
and save the city in this hilarious come-
dy. Stars Liam Neeson, Pamela Anderson,
Danny Huston, and CCH Pounder. Rated
PG-13. Call 727-893-1074 for title. Dec. 6, 1
p.m.

Holiday Drum Circle Celebrate community
and festive spirit with a holiday drum cir-
cle and a reading of The Giving Tree. Drums
provided. Bring your own if you have one.
All ages welcome. Dec. 6, 2:30 p.m.
STEAM Club: Crystal Snowflakes STEAM
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is short for Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, and Math! Recommended for
Grades K-5. Children must be accompanied
by an adult. STEAM Club meets the 2nd and
4th Wednesdays. Celebrate winter with sci-
ence & sparkle! For additional information
call 727-893-1074. Dec. 10, 4 p.m.

Gulfport Neighborhood Watch City of
Gulfport staff provide information and re-
sources for residents to assist with making
our community safe. Meetings are monthly
and chaired by Jim Wright, Volunteer Co-
ordinator. Contact him at 727-893-1022;
email jwright@mygulfport.us . Dec. 10, 6
p.m.

Book Club Read, listen, download, then
discuss your thoughts among your peers.
This month’s selection is Things Don’t
Break on Their Own by Sarah Easter Collins.
Copies available at the checkout desk and
also available for download from Libby as
an eBook or eAudiobook. Call 727-893-1074
for additional information. Dec. 11, 2 p.m.

MYGULFPORT.US
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\ THE STORAGE HOUSE |
727-327-9598 '
TheStorageHouseFL.com
1219 49th Street South ¢ Guifport

INSURANCE OPTIONS EED MORE SPAGED

We’re The Moving Place!

. . . 2 24-Hour Access * First-Floor
Navi C) ati ng Medicare: . Convenience  Climate & Non-Climate
Get a local partner on your side. Controlled units available
Our team of independent brokers offers free We are a small family owned
consultations to help you understand your options. business and will sot increase

your rates every 6 months like a
corporate facility.
CALL TODAY FOR OUR BEST RATES!

727-677-8040

MoorelnsuranceOptions.com

We sell boxes, locks, and moving supplies.

Our office is located in the
Sunshine Senior Center
330 5th St N, St. Pete

We take the mystery
out of Medicare.

Peggy & Dave Bach Anita McLaughlin

George Cavanaugh Brenda McMahon
Bob Chomko John Mooney
Linda Craig David Perkins
Wolfgang Deininger Courtney Prokopas
Dawn Fisher CreaSirene Egan Romanelli
Kelli Garcia Mark Sieg
Special Thanks to our Sponsors Gail Gravell Noreen Smith

Sam Henderson Jax Taylor

AWAKENING Helena Josephs Lynn Taylor

- Suzie King Dia Vartsakis

Aimee Kosta and Erin East

FESTIVAL

VOTING RUNS NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 10 at 5SPM!

https://thegabber.com/vote-for-the-2025-gulfportian-of-the-year/
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Unwanted e-mail
5 Flooded
10 Corp. treasurers
14 Earthenware jar
15 Hogwash!
16 Over 50 org.
17 Blonde
19 A coin to stop on
20 Leg joint
21 Be inclined to
22 Sketched
23 Longhorns
25 Radio interference
27 Uh-uh!
29 Arm's length
32___ and drum
35 Ultimatum
39 As well
40 Actress Lupino
41 Discounted
42 -Magnen
43 Flower garland
44 Drill sergeant’s
command
45 Molt
46 Stable moms
48 Screen or acid
50 Bakery goods
54___ the thought!
58 Wingspread

60 Rub across to dry
62____ ray

63 Glass lamina

64 Impartial

66 Gets one'’s goat
67 Remove the bonds
68 Dreadful

69 Avian abode

70 Loafed

71 Without

DOWN

1 Divans and seltees
2 Factory
3 Cast in the same
mold
4 Ms. Dietrich
5 ___ moment's notice
6 ___ of habeas
corpus
7 Buenos ___
8 Exhausted
9 Onetime gossip
columnist Hopper
10 Golfer's helper
11 Kickoff receiver's
choice
12“Coffee, tea _"
13 Gush out
18 Long sandwich
24 Part of a teapot

26 Shoe or family

28 Art Deco artist

30 Center

31 Parka part

32 Bygone camera
medium

33 Thought

34 Swashbuckler
Douglas

36 Pitcher's stat

37 Endure

38 Expensive

41 Project for a private
eye

45 Seasides

47 Mr. Hemingway

49 Tractor-trailer

51 Appalling

52 Princess buried at
Althorp

53 Pre-Phelps Olympic
champion

55 World's second-larg-
est democracy

56 Howard the shock
jock

57 Hell

58 News slant

59 Remove rind

61 Part of HOMES

65 Pharmacopoeia
abbreviation

Solution on page 19

All's Fair
1 -3 3 q

14

7

20

23

READ THE FULL ISSUE ONLINE AT

How Do You Think Mermaids
Give Birth?

S
@: faas

Use your voice! Tell us what you think. Please
limit your response to 250 words or less.
Include your name, and what city you live in.
Read responses in next week’s issue.

SUDOKU

Solution on page 19
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THINGS TO DO

o Free o Vegan Options @ Dog-Friendly o Paid Listing

Holiday Lights, Markets, and Trees

Thursday, Nov. 27

Beachfront Turkey Trot Start your
Thanksgiving with sand and a little
seaside sweat. This family-friendly 5K
winds along St. Pete Beach'’s shore-
line. TradeWinds, 5500 Gulf Blvd., St.
Pete Beach. 9 a.m. tradewindsresort.
com, 800-249-1667. @

Thanksgiving Luncheon Feast, min-
gle, and give thanks at the Sunshine
Senior Center’s annual holiday lun-
cheon. Enjoy a classic Thanksgiving
meal on Turkey Day. Sunshine Se-
nior Center, 330 5th St. N., St. Pe-
tersburg. 11 a.m. $7. sunshinecenter-
friends.org, 727-893-7101.

Pumpkin Pie Eating Contest Think
you've got what it takes to demol-
ish a slice [or three]? Tradewinds’
Island Grand is hosting a beach-
front pumpkin pie showdown.
TradeWinds Island Grand Beach-
front Pool, 5500 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete
Beach. 2 p.m. tradewindsresort.com,
800-249-1667. @

Friday, Nov. 28
EIf Fundraiser The best way to

spread Christmas cheer is watch-
ing EIf out loud for all to hear — and

The Beach Theatre is making it
easy. Thanks to Flagship Bank, this
screening does not require any tick-
ets. Just bring a new toy or a $10 do-
nation for Toys for Tots, and you’re in.
The Beach Theatre, 315 Corey Ave.,
St. Pete Beach. 7 p.m. thebeachthe-
atre.org, 727-340-2866. @)

Holiday Shop & Shuffle Kick off the
season with a little shopping and
a little shuffling at the St. Peters-
burg Shuffleboard Club. Browse
local makers, grab gifts that ar-
en’'t from a big-box nightmare,
and stick around for Friday Night
Shuffle if you're feeling sporty. St.
Petersburg Shuffleboard Club, 559
Mirror Lake Dr. N., St. Petersburg.
7-10 p.m. stpeteshuffle.com, info@
stpeteshuffle.com. @

Saturday, Nov. 29-
Sunday, Nov. 30

Shopapalooza Festival The biggest,
boldest, most chaotic-in-the-best-
way holiday market in St. Pete is
back. More than 350 makers, art-
ists, and small businesses take over
Vinoy Park for a two-day shopping
marathon where you can find cute,
local gifts for the holidays. Come for
the qifts, stay for the food trucks,

AWARENING
__INTO THE

FESTIVAL

NORTH STRAUB PARK, DOWNTOWN ST PETE

MARCH 7-8, 2026

STILL ACCEPTING VENDORS AND
HOLISTIC PRACTITIONERS

AWAKENINGINTOTHESUN.ORG

LEARN MORE AT

16

music, and people-watching. Vinoy
Park, 701 Bayshore Dr. NE, St. Pe-
tersburg. Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
shopapaloozafestival.com. o

Saturday, Nov. 29

St. Bartholomew’s Christmas Cel-
ebration A family-friendly holiday
fest packed with live saxophone
music, Santa photo ops, and a full
nativity petting zoo [yes, complete
with camel). Grab street food,
sip coffee, let the kids loose on
crafts and face painting. St. Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church, 3747
34th St. S., St. Petersburg. 11 a.m.-3
p.m. stbartsinstpete.org, 508-816-
8968. @

Mad Beach Band The Mad Beach
Band is back and ready to shake
the walls of the Catherine Hickman
Theater with a night of feel-good
rock. Catherine Hickman Theater,
5501 27th Ave. S., Gulfport. 7-10
p.m. $30. gulfportseniorfounda-
tion.org, 727-893-1244.

Haunted Gulfport Walking Tour
Gulfport’s ghosts are clocked in
and ready. Follow a spirited guide
through the city’s creepiest cor-
ners, from classic legends to the
stories locals only whisper. Cre-
ated by Deborah Frethem - this

Back to the
South Sale

When You Start Recurring Service

Restrictions Apply. Call for Details.

Hyper-local. Cleaning with heart.

EgsE

HIGHW VIBES
CLE'ANING

(727) 287-7757 * highvibescleaning_._com
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90-minute tour mixes haunted his-
tory and you’ll get your steps in.
Gulfport Casino, 5500 Shore Bivd.,
Gulfport. 8-9:30 p.m. $25 general,
no cost for GAH members. gulfpor-
thistoricalsociety.wildapricot.org,
727-201-8687.

Sunday, Nov. 30

St. Pete Beach Market Every Sun-
day morning St. Pete Beach’s Corey
Avenue comes alive with an outdoor
market for everyone. Walk the street
and explore art, homemade treats,
clothing, jewelry, plants, food trucks,
and live music. Beware anyone with
a tchotchke addiction. Find park-
ing at the St. Pete Beach Library,
City Hall, and if you're brave, on the
street. Corey Avenue, St. Pete Beach.
10 a.m.-2 p.m. coreyave.com. o

Sunday Catch Flying solo but still
want to rock climb? Sunday Catch
has you covered. Every last Sun-
day of the month, Vertical Ventures
posts up three belayers on the main
wall so anyone can get “on belay”

unity

of St. Petersburg

—

)

Wrier  Harkc?

Holiday Shopping Event
Sunday, Dec. 7

11:30 - 2:00
baked goods, arts, crafts, household
items, jewelry & Christmas items

6168 1st Ave N.
St. Petersburg, FL

727-344-1515
unitystpete.org f

ENJOY HOLIDAY SHOPPING, FELLOWSHIP
AND THE JOY OF THE SEASON!

—_——

without needing a partner. Vertical
Ventures, 116 18th St. S., St. Peters-
burg. 1-4 p.m. $17-30. verticalven-
tures.com, 727-304-6290.

Monday, Dec. 1

Community Farm Mondays The
city’s Urban Farm opens its gates
for a weekly hour of movement,
healing, and hands-on wellness. Ex-
pect everything from sound baths
to cooking workshops to art thera-
py. Registration is required for se-
lect sessions to make sure there are
enough materials. St. Pete Youth
Farm, 1664 12th St. S., St Petersburg.
6 p.m. stpeteyouthfarm.org, meriem.

ziad@stpete.org. @

Gulfport’s Holiday Tree Lighting
Ceremony Join the City of Gulfport
for the annual Holiday Tree Lighting
ceremony. Meet Santa, hear from
the Mayor and Council members,
and sing all of your favorite holi-
day songs. Holiday sweaters and
santa hats are encouraged. Clymer
Park, Gulfport Boulevard & Beach

Boulevard South, Gulfport. 6-8 p.m.
mygulfport.us, 727-893-1118. @

Lights of Lake Park More than three
miles of holiday lights wind through
Lake Park Estates and neighboring
streets. It's the 31st year of this commu-
nity display, and every donation along
the route supports Suncoast Hospice/
Empath Health. Lake Park Estates, Lake
Park Dr., Largo. 6-10 p.m. suncoast-
hospicefoundation.org. o

Tuesday, Dec. 2

Merry MAACM Christmas The Mu-
seum of the American Arts and
Crafts Movement is switching on
the season with its annual Christ-
mas tree lighting, and it's a whole
holiday situation. Expect live carols
from the St. Pete High Pitchforks, lo-
cal vendor booths, DIY vintage-style
ornaments, Christmas Bingo, and
a cameo from OIld St. Nick himself.
Museum of the American Arts and
Crafts Movement, 355 4th St. N,
St. Petersburg. 5-8 p.m. my.museu-
maacm.org, 727-440-4859.

$45 DAYTIME - 565 SUNSET - PRIVATE GROUPS

€0 0 0 © © 0 0 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000o0

Daytime tours with frequent dolphin sightings, or peaceful two-hour sunset
cruises — all without the crowds.
Perfect for couples, winter visitors, and
private groups wanting a quiet, personal experience.

© © 0 00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000

SALTYPELICANBOATTOURS.(OM - 721.404.1672

MENTION YOU SAW THIS IN THE GABBERFOR A $5 DISCOUNT.

thegabber.com | November 27, 2025 - December 3, 2025
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OUR MISSION:
To deliver the highest
ﬂ quality & compassionate
healthcare for you and
your family.

OUR VISION:

To set ourselves apart as a
family-owned practice
committed to making the
community healthier, one
patient at a time.

TRUST your Neighborhood Doctor!
Trustworthy
Reliable
Understanding
Sincere
Thoughtful

GENERAL FAMILY PRACTICE
PREVENTIVE HEALTH
PHYSICAL THERAPY
LABORATORY

IV HYDRATION
WOUND CARE
¢» COUMADIN CLINIC JOINT
‘. INJECTIONS
QP INDIVIDUAL CASE MANAGEMENT

C(727) 381 -8006

2200 56TH STREET S. GULFPORT, FL 33707

ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS:

Humana { ¢ Medicare CarePlus

HEALTH PLANS

ol DevotedHealth @ WELLMED

jHablamos Espasiol!
www.DRLABRADOR.COM

WORSHIP

537 17th St. & 29th Ave N D
<" St Petersburg 345-7777 =%

N

7%
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&
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L) Friday 7PM ‘?is’ii
% Beth-El Shalom &
& . ) o=
X, Messianic Congregation 77
i &
LN ShalomAdventure.com {rg N

) JewishHeritage.net %
5 abbi@JewishHeritage.net /dé

unity

of St. Petersburg

6168 1st Ave N. e St. Petersburg, FL
unitystpete.org ® 727-344-1515

Sunday 10:30am

Faith That Moves You Forward

Live with purpose and grow through positivity.

An inclusive, non-denominational, interfaith church.

Unitarian Universalist
United Fellowship
A Safe Place to Explore

Ideas and Discover
Your Own Truth.

Zoom sessions
begin at 10:30,
on Sunday.

Remember your
loved ones forever

with us.

« Free obituaries available;
prices range from $75-$600

» Obituary on Legacy included

GABBER

In partnership with

Legacy.com
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ADVERTISING DEADLINE FOR NEXT THURSDAY’S
ISSUE IS FRIDAY BY 3 p.m.

SPONSORED BY

ALSNEL NIHVA

Give the gift of travel this
Holiday Season!

(Uhat aboit Morocco?

Catzelletravel @gmail.com

Lori Weber, Karen Trusty, and Carroll Kozlowski took The Gabber Newspaper to 727-251-9801
Lori’s Diner in San Francisco.

Have you taken The Gabber Newspaper somewhere? We want to see your pictures! Please send a high-resolution
photo and a brief description to editor@thegabber.com. Waiting to see your picture in Take The Gabber? We're
backed up into 2026! Want to get in sooner? You can, for $25! Contact us at 727-321-6965.
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLEAR NUMBERS
BOOKKEEPING

Virtual bookkeeping for
small businesses and non-
profits. Monthly packages

customized to your needs or
one time cleanups. Payroll
available. QuickBooks Online
Certified ProAdvisor.
10+ years experience.

Call/text to 727-248-0714
or email to
nspence@clearnumbers.biz

MOBILE GOLF CART SERVICE & REPAIRS
We are a mobile service that comes direct-
ly to you! Offering all repairs and preventa-
tive maintenance for all makes and models
- battery and gas powered carts. Call or
text Gary at 727-249-9744 anytime.

Cleaning / Housekeeping

SUBLIME CLEANING
SERVICE

House Cleaning by Sara. Weekly/Monthly.
Reliable, efficient. Call or text Sara: 727-
598-7232.

LORRAINE’S CLEANING SERVICE We will
bring a sparkle to your home and a smile
to your face.Call Lorraine: 727-768-5267.

NEED HOUSEKEEPING? Condo or house.
Husband & wife team with 20 years expe-
rience, licensed. & insured. Once a month
or biweekly. Free estimates. Call 727-432-
0523. No texts.

THE CLEANING LADY

Reliable and dependable. Residential only.
Weekly, bi-weekly, and monthly. Moving
out or moving in cleanouts. Permanent
and seasonal residents. Over 25 yrs expe-
rience. Feel free to call Angelique: 727-686-
7277. References available upon request.

Over 30 years experience. Residential & com-
mercial, new or remodel work, service up-
grades, lightning arrestors, fans and lighting
installed. State license #ER0007653.

Handy Person

Locally owned and operated. Property
maintenance & repair for your home and
business. Licensed and insured. If you
break it, | can fix it or replace it. Call 727-
408-4220.

20

If you have questions about advertising, please email us at advertising@thegabber.com or

call 727-321-6965! Deadline: Friday 3 p.m.

LOCAL HANDYMAN
FOR HIRE

Specializing in changing doors, tile repair,
pressure washing, painting, hanging cur-
tains, chimney & fireplace cleaning & main-
tenance, you name it. License and insured.
islandwidemaintenance.com. Call 727-607-
7342 or text 631-445-2073.

SUNBIZ HANDYMAN

Local & insured. Tile, flooring, drywall,
painting, cabinets, kitchens, bathrooms,
stucco & more. Quality work, fair prices!
727-743-1058 « SunBizHandyman.com

FOR HIRE: LOCAL
HANDYMAN

Contracting business expanding to handy-
man work. 40 years experience with excel-
lent service from Gulfport resident & USMC
veteran. Let me help fix your stuff. Text or
call 727-400-1279 for more information.

Experienced in all types of home repair
including toilet replacement, toilet repair,
sink and vanity installation, gutter clean-
ing, power washing, painting, drywall repair
and general interior fixes. Friendly, prompt
and affordable service. Call or text Joe to-
day for an estimate at 727-385-8855.

HANDYMAN, SEMI-RETIRED Ceiling fans,
grab bars, lights, blinds, and all types of
small interior repairs. Honest & reliable. Call
Giovanni (John) at 727-410-2201.

With 40 years experience as tradesman
and business owner, | offer a wide range
of home improvement services. As a resi-
dent, | take pride in serving our community
with insured and trustworthy work. Call/
Text 727-242-0892 or email Titantech68@
gmail.com.

Heating / Air Conditioning

DON'T LOSE YOUR
COOL!

Call the young guys who know their stuff!
Aspire Air Solutions - your trusted local
HVAC experts. We offer maintenance for
just $79, plus FREE service calls and esti-
mates. Call or text us today at 727-600-
6212 LIC#CAC1823450

Home & Condo Maintenance

WE SANITIZEA/C
DUCTS & OTHER
THINGS

Kills mold, bacteria, & viruses. St. Pete Duct
Cleaning: 727-251-5151. After hours by ap-
pointment. www.stpeteductcleaning.com

Home Improvement

HLVY
ROOFING

ENTERPRISES, INC.

Call For A Free Estimate...

727-997-2614

Replace or Repair
Any Style Roof
and Gutters

INSURANCE COMPLIANT

TILE AND MARBLE
INSTALLATIONS &
PRESSURE WASHING

Includes bathroom remodels, flooring (inte-
rior or exterior), repair & shower remodels
a specialty. No job too big or small. Com-
petitive rates with 37 years experience. Call
Dave Smith day or night, 727-798-2075.

State Wide
LIC# CCC1325864

We install and repair any type of fence or
gate. Call or text us at 727-831-7143 for a
free estimate. Securing Tampa Bay since
2001 www.pinellasfencing.com

MASSEY ROOFING
SERVICES

Providing quality roofing services on all our
jobs, big or small. | give honest, hassle free
quotes at a great price. Call Jon to sched-
ule your free estimate: 727-477-5313. Lic #
CCC1332486

My team will clean-up/clean-out, inside
and out. Organizing, dumping, recycling,
odd jobs, yard and maintenance work. Free
estimate! We are licensed and insured, with
truck and trailer. Call/text 845-866-3867.

“Quality Through The Roof” Free estimates,
24-hour emergency service available. Res-
idential & Commercial. 20+ years experi-
ence. All types of roofs. Lic. # CCC 1334641.
Call 727-768-5140.

Residential/Commercial. All phases of re-
modeling or renovations. Roofs, kitchens,
baths, room additions, new construction,
doors, windows, stone or concrete work,
flooring, and much, much more. Free esti-
mates. CCC 1333727 CGC 059964. 727-410-
7323.
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Residential/Commercial. All roofing types
- T.P.O., tapered systems, shingle, metal,
tile, & flat roofs. Great prices, best war-
ranties. Our general contracting division
also does kitchens, baths, additions, new
construction, and much, much more. Free
estimates. CCC 1333727 CGC 059964. 727-
410-7323.

GOOD RIDDANCE
LANDSCAPING:
727-265-6454

Great work with great prices. We do it all.
Check us out on Google at Good Riddance
Landscaping. 727-265-6454.

Flower beds made new again. We install
mulch, shells, rocks, sod, plants, and rock
gardens. Small tree removed/installed,
weeding done. 30 years experience. Free
estimates. St. Pete/Gulfport. 407-244-
6045. CLEAN UP CLEAN UP CLEAN UP.

GO GREEN WITH US -
EMERALD LAWN
SERVICE

We do everything! Licensed and insured. Call
Emerald Lawn Service, Inc. at 727-698-9599.

TREE WORK

Trimming trees including palms and remov-
ing big and small trees, all kinds! Cleaning
garages, mowing, and hauling. Call Sylves-
ter 727-460-8721 or 727-550-7241 for all
your clean up needs!

FRESHLY CUT LAWN
MAINTENANCE &
TREE SERVICE

Reliable, great rates, clean-outs, year-round
service, tree trimming & removal. Free esti-
mates. 30+ years experience. Serving S. Pi-
nellas: 727-343-6759.

NEED LAWN SERVICE? Pete Trevino Lawn
Service. Licensed & insured, 20 years ex-
perience. Weeding, hedges, mowing, or
one time clean up. Free estimates. Call 727-
432-0523. No texts.

EARLY AIRPORT RIDES

Furnishing rides to the airports, cruise
lines, and wherever you may need. TEXT
Nancy at 860-719-5099 to set up your ride
to your next destination!

NOTARY SERVICES
$10

The Gabber Newspaper provides Notary
Services, in office only, at 2908-B Beach
Blvd S. in Gulfport. Our Notary Public is
not an attorney licensed to practice law in
the State of Florida, and may not give legal
advice or accept fees for legal advice. The
Gabber Newspaper does NOT provide wit-
nesses for document signing. Please call
727-321-6965 for appointment.

DEPRESSION
SUPPORT GROUP
MEETS WEEKLY
7TO 8:30 PM

Tuesdays ~ Allendale Church: 3803 Haines
Rd. and Thursdays ~ Life Enrichment Center,
Classroom 3C. Pasadena Church: 227 70th
St. S. Free, no registration. Call: 727 410-1569
or Google search: DBSTampabay.org

Moving / Hauling

House/garage clean outs. Demolition.
Shed removal, fence removal, yard clear
out, etc. Dump trailer rental. Lowest price
guaranteed. Local family owned business.
Call Kenny at 727-793-5816.

JUNK REMOVAL
FULL SERVICE

Big or Small, We Haul it All. Eviction/
hoarder/property cleanouts. Shed/fence
removal, carpet removal, garage/storage
clean outs. Too much stuff, let us help! Ful-
ly Licensed and Insured. Free estimates.
Lamys Hauling and Removal Service. 727-
501-6464. Lamyshaulingandremoval.com.

CUSTOM PAINTED
KITCHENS, FURNITURE
& MORE

Transform the old to new! Serving St. Pete
areas, 30 years experience. Call Jeff at
941-321-7098 or visit
www.custompaintedkitchens.net

ARNEY’S PAINTING INC.

Expert prep & painting. Interior and exterior

work, residential and commercial, plus wall-

paper removal. 30 years experience. Lic. #C-
9579. Will also work out a trade for a decent

used car. Call Arney: 727-900-3459.

PROFLO PLUMBING
727-902-7077

#CFC1430429 State-certified, residential/
commercial service. Senior and military
discount. $25 off service with ad. Locally
owned and operated.
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Professional Services

Trauma. Anxiety.
Depression.
Self-Esteem.

There is hope
for a better tomorrow.

Gulfport Counseling Center
Mark Sieg, LCSW, CAP
727- 251- 2319
marksieg@gulfportcounselingcenter.com
gulfportcounselingcenter.com

FINEGAN'’S FACES

Finegan’s Faces offers face & body paint-
ing for children & adults. We use non-toxic
paint and eco-friendly glitter & gems. | do
birthdays, holiday parties, & public events.
Facebook profile is Finegan’s Faces. Con-
tact fineganeileen33@gmail.com or 484-
793-5066.

NOTARY SERVICES - FAST, RELIABLE,
AND CONVENIENT Available for all your
notarization needs, including acknowledg-
ments, jurats, affidavits, real estate docu-
ments, and more. | offer flexible scheduling,
prompt service, and clear communication.
Whether you need a single signature or
multiple documents notarized, I'm here to
help. Call 570-620-7612.

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED
LINE ADS ONLINE!

Deadline for classified ads is 3 p.m.
Friday for the following week’s issue.

theGabber.com
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6222 TSTAVEN

by Appointment

1218227821

™y, Seniors
Helping
Seniors’

...A WAY TO GIVE AND TO RECEIVE

The Perfect Part-Time Job!

Flexible Hours...Tell Us When You Want To Work...
Supplement Your Income By Helping A Senior!
Call Us Today At
(727) 401-4700!

License #: 234757, 299994709

L General |
FOR SALE

2019 Thor Elite Motorcoach. Extremely low
milage (1,527 miles), sleeps five. Call 727-344-
1003 for more information.

PASS-A-GRILLE COMMUNITY BEACH
THRIFT STORE Now open at 1606 Pass-A-
Grille Way, St. Pete Beach [corner of 17th
Ave. & Pass-A-Grille Way). Open Tuesdays,
Thursdays, & Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 12
p.m.

Legal Notice

LEGAL NOTICE Notice is hereby given that
pixie llc with its principle place of business
in Pinellas County, will operate under the
fictitious name of Beauty Cafe to register
with the Florida Department of State, Divi-
sion of Corporations.

FICTITIOUS NAME Notice is hereby given
that Marchellar Butler intends to register the
fictitious business in Pinellas County name
Comfort & Company with the department
of State, Division of Corporation to officially
conduct business under the said name.

22

NOTIFICATION OF NONJUDICIAL
SALE OF VESSEL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT MARINER’S
COVE SMI OPCO, LLC. D/B/A MARINER'S
COVE MARINA, 5018 31ST AVE S., GULF-
PORT, FL 33707 HAS A POSSESSORY LIEN
AGAIN THE VESSEL DESCRIBED BELOW
UNDER FLORIDA STATUTE 328.17, FOR PAST
DUE STORAGE AND ASSOCIATED FEES:
HIN: USDATOCPF203

REGISTRATION #: FLO570NA

THIS VESSEL WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC
AUCTION.

DATE OF SALE: 12/05/2025

TIME OF SALE: 12:00 PM

PLACE OF SALE: 5018 31ST AVE S., GULF-
PORT, FL 33707

TERMS: FULL PAYMENT REQUIRED -
HIGHEST ACCEPTABLE BIDDER

FORMS OF PAYMENT: CASH OR CA-
SHIER’S CHECK

ADDITIONAL TERMS: VESSEL MAY BE
INSPECTED 60 MINUTES PRIOR TO THE
START OF THE AUCTION. ALL BIDDERS
MUST BE REGISTERED IN ADVANCE. MARI-
NA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY
BID NOT DEEMED ACCEPTABLE. VESSEL
IS BEING SOLD IN AN “AS IS” CONDITION
- MARINA DOES NOT EXPRESS OR IMPLY
ANY WARRANTY OR GUARANTEE. SUC-
CESSFUL BIDDER WILL HAVE A MAXIMUM
OF 24 HOURS AFTER THE CLOSE OF THE
SALE TO REMOVE THE VESSEL FROM THE
PROPERTY.

Real Estate For Rent

FIVE TOWNS CONDO
FOR RENT OR SALE

55+ 1bd/1ba 900 sqft. Nice & clean with
six pools/tennis/clubhouse/gym/covered
parking, Cable/utilities included except
electricity. Available Nov. 20! No pets. No
smoking. $1400/mo plus security deposit &
last month’s rent. Min.1 year lease. Contact
Larry 727-686-9942 or 727-776-1794.

GULFPORT: LARGE
ONE BEDROOM APT.
FOR RENT

No smoking. No flooding. Located in en-
tertainment area [must appreciate music).
1 year lease, $2,000/month + electric. De-
posit & first month due at signing. Avail-
able Now. Call Ken: 513-374-2443.

ALL NEW RENTAL IN
TOWN SHORES

Minimum 1 year lease. 55+. Move in ready
Dec 1. 1bd/1ba, ground level, on the water,
unfurnished. Interior/appliances all brand
new! $1,600/month. Deposit is 1st & last
month’s rent. Background check required.
Call/Text Tina: 989-387-2266

HOUSE FOR RENT

2 bedroom 1 bath, alley access, ceiling fans,
one car garage, washer/dryer hook up,
wood floors. Call or text 727-259-3176 for
details.

WATERFRONT GATED
PRIVATE BEACH ON
BOCA CIEGA

2bd/2ba newly remodeled condo, unfur-
nished, 2 heated pools, Jacuzzi on the
beach. Pickleball, tennis, horseshoes &
shuffleboard. Fish, kayak & paddleboard off
your beach! Includes water, rubbish, cable,
internet, W/D, and two kayaks. $2550 mo.
Call Paul 727-324-9896.

STEPS TO GULFPORT PIER & BEACH
Tropical 1bd/1ba cottage in Arts District.
Includes electric, shared washer dryer, ba-
sic trash, water & sewer. No pets, did not
flood. Annual rental. Call 207-590-9498 for
details.

Real Estate For Sale

2BR / 2BA Condo
Town Shores 55+
Waterfront Community,
Gulfport, FL

11:00 A.M. - SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 6, 2025

5925 Shore Bivd S, #406,
Gulfport, FL 33707

PREVIEW December 3, 2-4 pm

. *’% X HIGGENBOTHAM
(0 &) AUCTIONEERS
A4~

INTERNATIONAL, LTD., INC
Live Real Estate Terms:$5,000 Deposit Due Day of Sale, Balance Due at Closing
On or Before 30 Days. 10% Buyers Premium. M.E. Higgenbotham ALU305 AB1S

www.Higgenbotham.com . 800-257-4161

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED
LINE ADS ONLINE!

Deadline for classified ads is 3 p.m.

Friday for the following week’s issue.

theGabber.com
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% City OF GULFPORT MEETINGS
3 City Clerk’s Office ® December 2025

> ’ _ e
SIANNSDU RR h EAER December 2, 2025  Council Meeting - 6:00pm

December 3, 2025 Planning & Zoning Meeting - NO MEETING

MarketPlace Health

Insurance Plans

Senior Citizens Advisory Committee — 8:00 am
GET YOUR FREE QUOTE TODAY! December 9, 2025

Senior Center — 5501 27th Ave S.

December 10, 2025 Board of Adjustment Meeting — 6:00pm

OPEN ENROLLMENT , -
Offering 8 different

Companies’ MAPD Medicare

Let me help you protect yourself

- -
BI I I w h Ite I ey All meetings are open to the public and are held in the City Hall, City Council Chambers, 2401 53rd
whiteins10 @g mail.com Street South, In Person, unless otherwise noted. Meetings may occasionally be added, cancelled

or rescheduled after this list is published. Please check the city’s website mygulfport.us for
72 7-3 66-1 033 updated information.

YEAR-END

SUNROOM SALE

Book Now to Lock In 2025 Pricing —

s et

SUNROOMS &
ENCLOSURES

“Since we've enclosed our patio, we're able

. to use it most of the year. We love it!”
: , — Tim & Anita, Happy Customars

@ Protects against weather @ Enhances privacy @ Guards against insects

YOUR SUNROOM EXPERTS

FOR A FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION

CALL 727-238-5292

mer ane
of the lcan

SCREEN ROOMS | SUNRDOMS PORCH AND PATIO ENCLOSURES
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JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL CITY OF GULFPORT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1ST | 6 PM | CLYMER PARK
GULFPORT BLVD. S. & BEACH BLVD. S.

MAYOR & COUNCIL
WELCOME

MUSIC & SONG
SING-A-LONG
MEET SANTA CLAUS

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS




