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Strong Ski Bodies Are Made In The Summer

Scan QR To Purchase & Use Discount Code: TBMCVDIABLO20

by David King

King of the

County BBQ

Calling All Clayton BBQ Lovers

Best Option after Clayton BBQ Cook-Off Cancellation

KING OF THE COUNTY BBQ &
MUSIC FESTIVAL

By now you may have heard that Clayton
Business and Community Association
(CBCA) has cancelled this year’s Clayton
BBQ Cook-off planned for July 29-30
despite severalpweb51tes still announcing the
event is happening.

What happened? Social media posts are
pointing fingers at Mayor Jeff Wan’s desire
to raise fees as a personal vendetta against
political rivals inside the CBCA (which Wan
denies). However, the City of Clayton has
been apparently vague in communicating
what the total cost increases will be and
when it will be in effect.

City Manager Bret Prebula, who
recently accepted this position, told the
Diablo Gazette the problem has been a
communication issue. “It has basically
been a misunderstanding due to personnel
vacancies from within the City.”

The good news for BBQ enthusiasts,
Diablo Gazette is happy to be a sponsor of
this year’s King Of County BBQ Competition
and Music Festival over Father’s Day
weekend, June 18-20. With BBQ, Live
Music, Kid Zone and more, it is everything
a father would expect. For more on that,
turn to page 21 for a breakdown of all its
activities.

Diablo Gazette Contributors
Honored at Inaugural
Ekphrasis Exhibit

by Colleen Gonzales

Artists and writers gathered on May 6,
2023, for the Inaugural Ekphrasis Exhibit
Reception held in the upstairs gallery at the
Orinda Library. “Ekphrasis” is a Greek word
meaning a writing that describes or explains
art. Art can also describe or explain writing.

I write this proudly when I say several
of the “Diablo Gazette” contributors
participated in this unique event, including
Michael Barrington (art & writer), Fran Cain
(writer), David George (writer), Colleen
Gonzalez (writer), and Jill Hedgecock (art &
writer). Both Cain and Hedgecock were two
of the six featured ekphrasis speakers at the
opening reception.

With one hundred and twenty-four
ekphrastic visual and written works on

display through June 2, the event was a
collaborative effort from the Mount Diablo
Chapter of the California Writers Club (CWC),
The Lamorinda Arts Alliance (LAA) and the
Lamorinda Arts Counsel (LAC).

Attendees were treated to a deep dive
into three of the exhibited works. The artists
explained their process and vision, and the
responders read the written pieces they
created.

Fran Cain responded to artist, Marilyl
Snow’s “Are We Destroying Ourselves?” which
was a statement on her perspective of current
events.

In Snow’s art, she used spirals and orbs
to represent the atmosphere we live in
including climate change. Snow also included
an unfinished fence to represent the border
wall and coat hangers to symbolize the tool of
illegal abortions which she added to her art
when Roe V. Wade was overturned.

Cain’s written response described her
impressions of the work and concluded with
an upbeat answer to the piece’s question by
declaring that “No, we are not destroying
ourselves.”

The last showcased artist/responder
team of Jill Hedgecock, with her drawing
“Contentment” and Al Garrotto, with
his written accompaniment “If Miracles
Happen,” were thrilled that they unknowingly
collaborated together. Al was “shocked to find
out Jill was the artist. I always knew her as a
writer.”

The afternoon proved to be an enjoyable
event. Let us hope this ekphrasis event is the
first of many.

Diablo Gazette contributors took part in the show. (left
to right) Jill Hedgecock, Fran Cain, Colleen Gonzalez,
Michael Barrington and David George, not pictured.

Colleen Gonzalez is a regular contributor to The
Diablo Gazette with the column “Screen Time.”

Photo courtesy of Diane Walsh endlesspaws28.com

Don'’t pass
us by

Your financial future
starts here.

No matter where life takes you, we have
the right product to help get you there.

Here's how you benefit:
High-yield savings and certificates
Low-rate loans
Free checking
Convenient online and mobile banking

Local, friendly service at four
Bay Area locations

Visit safeamerica.com to discover
what a credit union can do for you.

X %
F’f*

A ‘ SafeAmerica

Credit Union

INSURANCE
Your savings insured to $500,000 per account. By member this institution is
not federallv insured. or insured by anv state government.
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) YOUR NEIGHBOR'S SHOES

by Michael Barrington, mbwriter.net

From Kabul to Concord: An Afghan

In last month’s edition,
we reported the amazing
and incredible escape from
Afghanistan of Jamil Hassan,
an interpreter for US and NATO
forces for seven years. He and his
family’s lives were in danger as
Taliban was searching those that
had worked for the “infidels.”

Part two continues that story
as he, his wife, Shazia, and young
daughter, Lima, with only a
suitcase, were forced to leave
his family, home, friends for a
challenging and uncertain life in
the USA.

At 4:00 a.m. and not having
slept for 36 hours, Jamil and his
wife and daughter were finally

2016 - Jamil with former Afghan President Ashraf Ghant at the
Presidential Palace, Kabul, Afghanistan.

seated on the cargo deck floor
of a C17 along with 450 other
Afghan refugees. Their next
stop was Qatar.

It was 7:30 AM when they
arrived at Al Udeid airbase in
Qatar. Even at that early hour it
was already 95 degrees outside,
and the evacuees were informed
that because there were several
planes in front of them, they
would have to wait two hours
before deplaning. Since he had
already assisted the US crew,
Jamil became the unofficial
interpreter speaking Pashto,
Dari, and English.

As temperatures soared, the
small air conditioners were inefficient.
He begged the captain to open the doors
and then the ramp, to allow in fresh air;
it was still insufficient. People fainted

with the heat now well over 100 degrees.

The blocked aircraft toilets were
unable to cope with such numbers
and both men and women had to
embarrassingly ease themselves outside
on the edge of the runway. Finally, after
eight hours, buses arrived to take them
to a hangar where they received water,
food, and clothing. They were informed
that their ongoing flight would be in the
morning at 7:00 AM and would have
to spend the night as best they could
sleeping on the floor.

On August 21, at 4:00 p.m., they
received a warm welcome at US

August 28, 2021: On board a United Airlines flight from US
AIR Force Base Ramstein (Germany) to the Dulles International

Airport (USA)

Ramstein Air Force base in Germany.
As they entered a hall for processing,
a tired and sleep deprived group became
unruly and refused to comply with
instructions. Offering to help, Jamil
explained to the officer in charge that
the Pakistani female interpreter was
speaking in Urdu, a language not spoken
in Afghanistan. For the rest of the week,
he became the official spokesperson for
the makeshift camp of three thousand
evacuees. While the US military
distributed clean clothes and shoes, the
one thing not available was a shower.

Six days later at 4:00 a.m., they were
taken to a hangar for screening by the
Department of Homeland Security. This
was followed by US Customs and Border
control. The rest of the day was spent
waiting. A second check took place at

August 31, 2021: With his family at US Army Base Fort McCoy Wisconsin,
where they spent 65 days.

e A -

November 21, 2021: With his family, finally in the Bay Area, now living in
Concord, California

8:00 p.m. After more than thirty hours
of what Jamil describes as ‘detention,’
and one week in Germany, they finally
boarded a United airlines flight bound
for Dulles International at 2:00 p.m. the
following day.

Arriving at 10:00 p.m., the evacuees
were transported to the Dulles Expo
Center that had been turned into a
makeshift camp. It was the first time in
ten days people had an Afghan meal and
more importantly, there were showers.

What struck and touched Jamil was
that whenever a new group of evacuees
arrived, all the staff gave a standing
ovation. “For the first time, I actually
started to believe we might be free to
build a new life in America,” he said.

The next day, a

Mt. Diablo Resource Recovery

Trusted + Proven + Essenfial

Free Mail-Back Program
Visit med-project.org/com or call (844) 633-7765
Program available for single and multifamily residents

TOO TOXIC FOR YOUR CARITS

Dispose of unwanted hazard waste the right way!

Drop-off is easy, fast, and FREE

at Central Contra Costa Sanitary District

Open to single and multifamily residents.
Walk-ins welcome, open Monday - Saturday, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
For more information, visit centralsan.org/hhw or call (800) 646-1431

SAFELY DISPOSE OF SHARPS & UNUSED PRESCRIPTIONS

.
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Delta Airlines flight
took Jamil and his
family to La Crosse
Airport, Wisconsin.
Accommodation at
Fort McCoy gave
almost no privacy
but included central
heating and hot and
cold showers.

They were initially
informed: “You will be
here for a minimum
of two weeks before
being taken to the state
of your choice.” Their
luggage was lost in
the transfer process.
Jamil’s backpacks
were finally delivered
in December 2021 and
the suitcase in January
2022...to Concord.

There were
five stages to the
resettlement process:
medical exams,
address confirmation,
resettlement by the
Organization of
Migration (IOM),
interviews with IRC
and USCIS (United
States Citizenship and
Immigration Services.)
As soon as the medical

Interpreter’s Escape to Concord, Part i

exams were completed,
family, friends or relatives
were contacted. Once
housing was confirmed, the
process of releasing families
began.

“How much longer will
we be here?” Jamil asked.

“It could be months,”
answered the USCIS agent.

“Does months mean for
ten or twelve months?”

“All T can say is that it
could be months,” he said
again.

“If we stay as long as it
takes, will we be sent to the
state of our choice?” Jamil
pressed.

“I cannot guarantee that.”

“If finally, we are told to
go to another state rather
than the one we have
chosen, will we have the
& right to deny it?”

“No, we will make you go
there.”

The two agencies IOM
and IRC initially worked
together, but as many
families decided to leave
on their own, IOM became
solely responsible for
those leaving through the
normal process. In spite of
assurances regarding family
support, the two agencies would not
guarantee that the families would be
sent to the state of their choice. Once
this became common knowledge, the
numbers of families leaving on their own
increased exponentially. Families were
warned it could jeopardize their future
benefits and drop them down the list in
the resettlement process.

After advice from his former military
US boss, and discussions with his
brothers in the US, Jamil decided to take
his family out. The process for leaving,
however, was still tedious. It required
waiting for three weeks for the results
of blood tests. The individual had to buy
air tickets, book a taxi (the airport was
40 miles from Camp McCoy), present
the tickets to the IRC, attend a departure
briefing by the IRC, and prepare for the
departure itself. Jamil’s brother took
care of all the arrangements.

At 12:15 on November 3, 2021, Jamil,
Shazia, and Lima, left Fort McCoy
after more than two months — from
Wisconsin to Chicago and then to San
Francisco.

Jamil choked on his words as he
told me, “We landed at 11:30 p.m. My
brother Abdul Habib was there to meet
us. An hour later we arrived at his home
in Concord. It had been 78 days since we
left Kabul, Afghanistan.”

“And what were your thoughts as you
finally came to Concord,” I asked.

“I made the right decision to leave
the camp in Wisconsin. My wife and
I left our parents and siblings behind.
We are unable to go back to spend time
with them in Afghanistan at least for
the foreseeable future. For them, the
immigration process will take years, so
they can’t come either. We are praying
everyday they will be safe.”

Jamil Hassan’s complete story can be
found in his book, “Promises Betrayed.
An Afghan Interpreter at the Fall of
Kabul.”

Today, Jamil, Shazia and Lima live in
Concord. They are your neighbors.
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RESERVATIONS RECOIMENDED

NEW: LIVE Music
THUR-SUN EVENINGS

un@

Restaurant

2118 Willow Pass Rd. #100B
Concord

Call for Reservations

925) 691-4080

Scan our QR code. Now taking orders online

New! Now Serving a Full Bar!
Enjoy our Brunch Buffet Every Sunday

BRING DAD FOR A
FATHER'S DAY BRUNCH
LUNCH OR DINNER

A World of Fine Italian Cuisine

5100 Clayton Rd. A14 Concord
Call for Reservations

(925) 969-1887

Scan our QR code. Now taking orders online
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) Jennifer Stojanovich
!

Realtor, Better Homes Realty

Avoid a Relationship Disaster
During a Home Renovation

My husband and I personally just went
through a kitchen and flooring remodel.
Renovating a home can be a stressful and
time consuming experience. It is easy

et caught up in the chaos and lose
51g t of other important aspects of your
life, such as your relationship with your
signiﬁcant other. If you have seen the
movie “The Money Pit”, then you know
what we mean. However, with a little effort
and communication, you can keep your
relationship intact while renovating your
home.

This article courtesy of virtualresults.net
is near and dear to my heart. Here is what
you need to keep in mind when you and
your partner are renovating your home.

Communicate with your partner.

The most important thing you can do is
to communicate with your partner about
the renovation process. Make sure you
are both on the same page about what
needs to be done and when. Discuss your
expectations for the renovation and how it
may affect your daily routine. This will help
you both be prepared for any disruptions or
changes that may occur.

Set a budget. Renovations can be
expensive, and financial stress can put a
strain on any relationship. Set a budget for
the renovation and stick to it. This will help
alleviate any financial concerns and prevent
arguments over money.

Divide tasks. Divide the tasks involved
in the renovation between you and your
partner. This will not only make the process
more efficient but also ensure that you both
have a sense of ownership and control over
the project. Decide which tasks each of you
will be responsible for and make a schedule
to keep track of your progress.

Take breaks. Renovations can be

exhausting and overwhelming, so it is
important to take breaks and prioritize
self-care. Make time for yourself and your
partner to relax and recharge. This will help
you both maintain your energy and focus
throughout the renovation process.

Keep the romance alive. With
the stress and chaos of renovations, it is
easy to forget about romance. Keep the
romance alive by planning date nights or
doing something special for your partner.
This will help you both feel appreciated
and connected, despite the chaos of the
renovation.

Be flexible. Renovations rarely
go according to plan, and unexpected
problems can arise. It is important to be
flexible and adaptable to these changes.
Work together with your partner to find
solutions and overcome any obstacles that
may arise.

Communicate with your
contractor. If you are hiring a contractor
for the renovation, make sure to
communicate with them regularly. Keep
them informed of any changes or concerns
you may have and ask for updates on the
progress of the project. This will help
you stay informed and involved in the
renovation process.

Keep a positive attitude. Keeping
a positive attitude will help you both stay
motivated and excited about the project.
Focus on the end result and the benefits
of the renovation, such as increased home
value and improved living space.

Be patient. It is important to be
patient with yourself, your partner, and
the renovation process. Remember that
the process may be slow and frustrating at
times, but the end result will be worth it.
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Perry's Knife and Tactical ~ The Coolest Gifts

The County’s Largest Cutlery Store

NEW! N[ ool
JP Bladeworks nge s mﬂn‘s i
Custom Kitchen Knives el sl Al o) Kol J’,

3 for $15.00!

With this ad, maximum value $28
Single Knives $7 -$11 each.
One coupn per customer.

925-270-3812
1815 Broadway St.
Concord, CA
www.knifeandtactical.com
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6160 Center St., Suite E, Clayton
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2032 Sierra Rd, #8 Concord

Charming and Updated Condo in Desirable
Comstock Garden. 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths,
approx. 880sf. Huge patio area features a
deck, artificial "lawn rug' area, big storage
shed & paver patio seating area. Centrally lo-
cated.

'E;J OVETITS s

3124 Windsor Pl, Concord

Terrific Single-Story Home. 3 bedrooms,
2 baths approx. 1143sf with an attached
2-car garage. Level approx. .12 acre lot
features covered patio area great for
entertaining.

Rarely Available "Grove" Model in Black
Diamond at Oakhurst Country Club backing
to 11th green with views of golf course and
Mt. Diablo. Updated with downstairs primary
bedroom and primary bath. 2 bed plus
loft/optional 3rd bed, 2.5 baths, approx.
1797sf.

1463 Indianhead Cir, Clayton

Stunning “Willow” Model in Chaparral
Springs at Oakhurst Country Club backing
to golf course with 13th fairway and Mt
Diablo views. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, approx.
1709sf. Downstairs bedroom and full bath.

Markel Update - Clayton

Address Nales Price SF Bed/Bath Salos Date
714 Reisling Ct $1,300.000 | 2066 | 4/2.5 5/3/2023
410 Meadow View Ln $1,100000 | 1735 |33 5/3/2023
411 Mt Tamalpais Dr $1,075,000 | 1959 | 472 5/3/2023
1463 Indianhead Cir $830.000 | 1709|373 5/4/2023
7 Malibu Ct $1,300000 | 2324 | 4/25 5/9/2023
1000 Mariposa Cir $1,721,000 | 3665 | 5/4.5 5/9/2023
219 Mountaire Cir S1,145,000 | 1919 | 472 5/12/2023
Jennifer Stojanovich Market Update - Concord
- i . Address Sales Price _SF Bed/Bath Sales Date
B roker 1863 Elkwood Dr §770,000 | 1438|372 5/1/2023
(925)672-4433 841 Sullivan Ave 51,000,000 | 2296 | 4/25 57212023
925-567-6170 - cell 3660 Greyhawk Ct 51,050,000 [ 2230 |42 5/5/2023
£ 1410 Bel Air Dr #306 5478000 [940 | 272 5/9/2023
., DRE #01446062 5252 Hiddencrest Ct 51,340,000 | 3942 | 5035 5/10/2023
Jjennifer@bhrbroker.com 5577 juniper br $827,000 [ 1938|412 5712/2023
www_jenniferstojanow'ch_com 3124 Windsor Pl §760,000 1143 |32 5/16/2023

ENTERTAIN FRIENDS AND FAMILY
IN A KITCHEN YOU LOVE

» Complete design service -
concept through construction drawings
» Personalized material and product selection
» Top quality craftsmanship
» Firm start and finish dates
* 5-Year Written Guarantee O]

Transform
Your Home:

CREATE YOUR
DREAM BATHROOM

s

@ Call 877.734.6404 or visit CareyBros.com

REMODELING
b 2% to schedule your virtual or in-home design consultation

CA State License #442880
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Jeff Wan
Mayor, Clayton
Jeff wan@claytonca.gov

) CLAYTON NEWS ?

Budget Woes: City of Clayton
Facing Difficult Decisions Ahead

Concerts Update - Summer Concerts in
the Grove are back. The first concert was
on Saturday, May 13, and will continue in
downtown Clayton every other Saturday
through September 16th. See the City
of Clayton’s website to learn more or go
to https://claytonca.gov/fc/Concerts-In-
The-Grove-2023.pdf.

Traffic Safety Updates - As summer
rolls around, I would like to give everyone
a friendly reminder to watch your speed
as you drive through town. Enhancing
pedestrian and traffic safety has long
been an area of focus for me, and with
our new Police Chief, I have emphasized
the desire to maintain safe roads for our
residents.

In an effort to address excessive
speeding and overall traffic enforcement,
a new Traffic Safety officer assignment
was created by our Police. The primary
function of this officer will be to enforce
traffic laws in an effort to educate the
motoring public and reduce speeds.

In addition to speeding, all moving
violations will be addressed. The traffic
officer will also deploy the police decoy
vehicle and the radar trailers in an effort
to maximize visibility.

GHAD Updates - Recently the
Oakhurst Geological Hazard Abatement
District (GHAD) Board has had several
discussions regarding the financial
situation the GHAD is in. I have written
regarding its status on my website,
jeffwanforclaytoncitycouncil.net, in detail
with several diagrams and a timeline of
activity. Iencourage readers to review
those articles.

In summary, the GHAD receives
approximately $50K in funding each
year from assessments levied against the
approximately 1,450 properties in the
District. Required baseline expenses for
administering the District including the
cost of the levy itself are approximately

$28K. This leaves only $22K per year for
all things that GHAD is responsible for.
Our GHAD General Manager indicated
that it would take approximately $500K
in revenues each year to adequately fund
the GHAD for its activities and build

a reasonable reserve. The GHAD is
severely underfunded and as a result can
only perform activities with the resources
available.

Unless the residents of the GHAD
agree to an increase in assessments,
this will continue to be the case and the
GHAD will need to prioritize what it
does, though with the current level of
funding it will likely be minimal. The
GHAD Board will continue to discuss
options that are available including how
to achieve the maximum value with the
resources available.

Budget Updates - Historically the
City subsidized many activities in town
that could not have happened without
those taxpayer subsidies because they
made the City better, and the City could
afford to do so. With the financial
headwinds the City is currently facing,
that is no longer the case and as a result
we are updating our Master Fee Schedule
in order to ensure the City is recouping
its costs for providing certain services.

This, along with other budget
discussions that are occurring at the
City are not easy. As I committed to
in my campaign, there are difficult
choices ahead regarding what we should
prioritize as a city, and how we should be
funding those priorities. Raising taxes
should be a last resort, and while many
may say this in passing, what it means
in practice is that we will need to make
choices on what the city can and cannot
afford to continue to do. We are working
through some of those difficult choices as
part of the overall budget process.

) cicore
by Elaine Schroth,

CEQ & President

Live music is such a big part of
Concord’s culture and appeals to locals
and visitors alike. Those evenings on the
grass at Todos Santos Plaza or Concord
Pavilion are calling. Get ready to gather
with friends and family to dance, sing,
sway, and smile while listening to your
favorites performed live. But don’t forget
to eat.

Here are a few places for dining before
the show. Each offers something for
every craving and are budget friendly
too.

Headed to the Concord Pavilion?
Pavilion Bar and Grill (1508 Kirker Pass
Road) is a casual and fun go-to before
you see your favorite band. Their menu
1s filled with tempting sandwiches, pizza,
pasta, and more. Happy Houris 3 - 6
p.m. with a bar menu that boasts wings,
garlic fries, and other favorites.

Or dine on authentic Mexican cuisine
at Guadalajara Grill Mexican Restaurant
(5446 Ygnacio Valley Rd). Their
engaging staff and laid-back atmosphere
make for the perfect place to fuel up
before the show with amazing tacos,
enchiladas, tamales, and more. They also
serve refreshing margaritas and cervezas,
perfect for warm summer nights. Your
taste buds will be happy and your
stomach satisfied for the night ahead.

Another great spot is Love Thai (5434
Ygnacio Valley Road). They offer a
variety of tasty Thai dishes using the
freshest and finest ingredients, Pad Thai,
Spicy Basil Fried Rice, Papaya Salad, and
more. They have fast and friendly staff
to make your experience exceptional and
get you to the show on time.

This year, Music & Market runs
every Thursday night, June 1 through
September 28, at Todos Santos Plaza.
Bands include everyone from the New
Orleans sounds of Tom Rigney and
Flambeau to The Purple Ones Tribute to
Prince. The market is open at 4 p.m. with
the music starting at 6:30 p.m. giving
you plenty of time to grab dinner before
the show. Here you have many choices

Dine Out Before the
Shows this Summer

for dining at nearby restaurants or
picnicking on the park’s lush lawn.

Here are a few to get you started:

Make it a picnic before the music
starts. The Concord Farmer’s Market
with over 30 different local vendors
is open 4 - 8 p.m. serving fresh local
produce, ready-to-eat bites and so much
more.

The Hop Grenade in Salvio Pacheco
Square (2151 Salvio Street) has a cold
brew waiting for you from the 21 draft
choices they offer. You can sip indoors
or outdoors and pair your craft beer with
the perfect beer bites, like Bratwurst or
BBQ Brisket.

Cream (2070 Salvio St) brings the
sweets with hand-crafted ice cream
sandwiches made with warm, gooey
cookies and rich, creamy ice cream. Just
the right treat to revel in while the music
plays.

Grab a slice or a full pizza pie loaded
with your favorite toppings at Skipolini’s
(2001 Salvio St). You can dine at the
restaurant before the performers take the
stage or bring your pizza to Todos Santos
and make a lot of friends.

Award winner for Favorite Restaurant
in the 2023 Taco Trail Challenge,
Canasta Kitchen (2118 Mt Diablo St.)
is another great restaurant offering
delicious dishes, including quesadillas,
tacos, empanadas, and flautas.

Out of town guests booking a hotel
room for the night of the show can take
advantage of the Stay and Play Concert
packages offered by Visit Concord. Your
bonuses include sunglasses, a fanny
pack, a lanyard, and more. Contact Visit
Concord at info@visitconcordca.com or
call (925) 685-1182 for details.

For more about Concord experiences
come see the Visit Concord team at the
Concord Visitor Center in Downtown
Concord Monday thru Friday, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. We would love to see you.

&ﬁ T imvie with Misty Bruns

“Them”

The Graduates from 1 14 years ago

A large audience attended the
commencement exercises of an unusual
class of the Alhambra Union High
School 114 years ago. Featured was John
Swett, then the well-known patriarch of
California educators and president of the
board of trustees of Alhambra Union.

The unusual graduating class of
all females, of which several may be
recognized today as some of Martinez’s
historically prominent names in this
Contra Costa Gazette article of 1909.

Alma Honegger delivered the
salutatory for ten graduates, all girls; and
the statement cannot be disproved that
no ten girls as individually handsome
ever graduated from any school all
by themselves. Not only so, but they
were attractive in their high average in
intellectual appearance.

Agnes Mayo delivered the valedictory
for the class, followed which W.E.
Stoddard, principal of the school since its
foundation, presented the graduates with
their diplomas which are passports for
them to the State University.

During the evening, four selections
were rendered by the Martinez
Orchestra. After the ceremonies, dancing
was declared in order.

The young ladies of the graduating
class of 1909 of Alhambra Union High
School have not all fully determined at
this early date what line of work or what

studies they will take up in the future.

The following is a bit of gossip on some
of them:

Miss Agnes Mayo plans on entering the
University of California Berkeley at the
beginning of the fall semester.

Miss Orpha Dombaugh will probably
complete her studies at State Normal in
San Francisco.

Miss Ida Hale, after a trip to the north,
has decided to attend the U.C College at
Berkeley.

Miss Nellie Glass will go to San Jose
next September and enter the Normal of
that city.

Miss Florence Morris expects to enter
a business college in Oakland in several
months.

Miss Hazel Soto has not decided
definitely but will probably take up some
special studies.

Miss Alma Honegger, Leila Veale,
Villani Hoey and Lydia Bulger have not
made definite plans as of yet but will
remain in Martinez at the present.

Congratulations Graduates of 1909!

Source: Contra Costa Gazette,
June 5, 1909

“THEM" GRADUATES -

The voung lndies of the gradmat-
ing elass of ‘09 of Alhambra Union
High School have not all fully deter-
mined af this early date what line
of work or what studles they will
take up {h the future. The following
1o 2 bit of gossip about them:

Mise Agnes Mayo has planned to
enter the Ualversity of ‘Callfornia at
Berkeley at the beginning of the fall
BemGater,

Miss Orpha Dombaugh will prob-
abty complete her studies at the -
State Normal in San Franeisco.

XNiss Lydia Bulger has not made
aefintte plaas as yer but will remain |
in Martinez for the present.

Miss [da Heale after a trip to the
north has ahout decided to attend |
the U. C. College at Berkeley.

Miss Hazel Soto has not declded
definitely but will probably take up
gome special studies.

Miss Nellie Glass will go to San
Jose next September and enter the
Normal of that city.

Miss Villani Hoey has not decided
what she will take up this fall.

Miss Florence Morrls expects to
enter a business college in Ozkland
in several months.

Miss Leila Veale will remain im
Martinez for the present and- later
will travel tome.

Miss Alma Honegger has not ar-
ranged her plans fully but will stay
in Martingz for some months.

 —

1A HALE

ORPHA DOMBAUGH

NELLIE GLASS VILLANE HOEY L¥DLA BULGER

7

AGXES MATO

ALMA HOXEGHER

MARTINEZ,; CALIFORNIA
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Homeowners Must Prepar for Fire
Season or Risk A ConfFire Citation

As we look over the lush, beautiful
hillsides, in a month or so those
hillsides will turn brown as all the
beautiful greenery will become dry. The
change in the hillsides marks the telltale
signs of fire season.

Every property owner and
homeowner has a responsibility to
prepare their property for fire season.
Much like Smokey the Bear says, “only
you can prevent forest fires” and that
includes slowing down fires too. There
are two important steps you can take —
weed abatement and creating defensible
space on your property.

What is weed abatement? The
California Fire Code considers “weeds”
to be all wild plants growing on streets
or private property. These include
sagebrush, chaparral, dry grass,
brush, or other flammable materials
which are capable of being ignited and
endangering public safety by creating
a fire hazard. For parcels that are less
than five acres, all weeds must have a
height of no more than three inches.
Starting on June 4, Contra Costa Fire
Protection District’s (ConFire) Fire
Prevention Bureau will have the ability
to cite owners of properties that are out
of compliance.

What is defensible space? It is an area
around a building or structure in which
vegetation, debris, and other types of
combustible fuels have been treated,
cleared, or reduced to slow the spread of
fire to and from the building.

There are some tools and programs
that ConFire provides that can assist
you in preparation for fire season.
Please visit https://www.cccfpd.org/
wildfire-prep/ where you can find tips
and information like a Defensible Space

guidebook and an Equipment Safety
flyer for when you are working on your
property.

New this year, ConFire, in partnership
with Crockett Carquinez, El Cerrito,
Kensington, Moraga Orinda, Pinole,
Richmond, Rodeo-Hercules, and San
Ramon Valley Fire Departments, is
launching the Contra Costa County
Wildfire Mitigation Program. ConFire
is managing this innovative program
which offers Contra Costa Residents
the opportunity to work together to
complete a neighborhood project that
will reduce the wildfire risks. This
program is being funded through the
County’s half-cent sales tax, Measure X,
and offers financial assistance for larger
projects.

First, find a few neighbors to combine
efforts in preparing your properties for
fire season and identify the best project
that can benefit everyone. Visit https://
tinyurl.com/FireMitigationInfo to check
out what types of community projects
may qualify. Some examples include a
community chipping day, removal of
dead trees, or vegetation management.

Once you identify a project, reach
out to your local fire district, which
will evaluate the project and provide
guidance. Then you can apply for
the program at https://tinyurl.com/
FireMitigationApp. All projects will be
evaluated and ranked by the Wildfire
Mitigation Program. The program aims
to select projects across the County.

Let’s work together to make everyone
a little safer this fire season. If you
ever have questions about the Wildfire
Mitigation Program or other ConFire
programs, please reach out to my office
for assistance at (925)655-2350.

Clayton Valley Charter High School
Selects Nick Tiva to Replace Retiring
Head Football Coach Tim Murphy

Tim Murphy with the CVCHS team

Tim Murphy, one of the state’s most
successful high school football coaches,
has announced his retirement after
28 years of coaching. He retires with a
remarkable record of 221 wins, a Clayton
Valley State championship, 20 league
championships, and several accolades,
including the 2003 USA Top 25, 2003
State Coach of the Year, and the 2006
ESPY Coach of the Year. What makes
Murphy’s career even more impressive
is that all three high schools where he
coached won their first Section Title under
his leadership.

He has spent his last 11 years at
Clayton Valley where his teams have
won 10 of 11 league championships,
four NCS championships, three
NorCal championships, and one state
championship.

“Coach Murphy’s dedication, passion,
and outstanding coaching skills have

earned him a reputation as one of the best
high school football coaches in the state,”
said Dave Fehte, Executive Director at
Clayton Valley Charter High School. “He
has inspired generations of players and
instilled in them the values of teamwork,
hard work, and sportsmanship. He will be
remembered not only for his impressive
achievements, but also for his impact on
the lives of his players.”

In 2019, Murphy was named NCS
Coach of the Year, and in 2014, he set a
state record for having the number one
rushing team in the nation, with 7,055
yards, first in high school history.

“I'm grateful to have had the
opportunity to teach and coach at
the same school where my daughter
attended... and to coach so many amazing
student-athletes over my career,” said
Murphy.

Murphy plans to spend more time with
his family and explore other interests in
retirement. He will
continue to teach
Physical Education
at CVCHS.

Those are big
shoes to fill.

To fill them,
Clayton Valley
Charter High
School selects Nick

legalbriefs

by Douglas A. Prutton, Attorney

Doug@PruttonLaw.com

We’'ll Sue
Them for

Everything They’ve Got!

Angry Arthur marched into my office
with a red face and nostrils flared. “T've
got a great case for you, my friend,” he
announced.

Let’s just pause right there for a
moment. Having practiced law now for
over 40 years, I have seen a few things,
including potential clients who offer me
their unsolicited opinion about the value of
their case.

For example, I have had people leave me
a message to call them back about their
“million-dollar” case. The problem with
such a potential client is that they have
the relationship between the attorney and
the client reversed. It is the attorney who
advises the client about the value of the
case, not the other way around. The case
may very well be a great case, or a million-
dollar case, but having the client approach
the attorney with this
opinion is just a red flag
for the attorney that
this particular client
may be difficult.

My advice? Just tell
the lawyer you have a '
case and let the lawyer |5
ask questions. While
I am on that subject, beware of a lawyer
who provides you with an opinion about
the value of your case based on an initial
consultation with you. Almost always, a
lawyer will need additional information
or documents to accurately evaluate your
case. I have seen television ads from
attorneys who claim that you will be told
the value of your case within minutes if you
just call. What a crock that is.

I do not want to denigrate lawyers, as
I am one, but some lawyers will try to get
you hooked as a client by initially leading
you to believe that loads of money are
coming. If one lawyer told you that your
case was worth $100,000.00 and another
lawyer told you that your case was worth
$1 million, who would you hire?

I would hire the lawyer who could not
yet accurately tell me what my case was
worth without further investigation and
information.

Okay, let’s get back to Angry Arthur.
He recites to me the following facts. “Last
week, my gut was exploding so my wife
drove me to the emergency room at I.

M. Useless Medical Center. They told

me I had gas and sent me freaking home
with a bottle of Tums! Well, I knew it

was something worse, so I went to John
Muir Medical Center — they took one look
at me and sent me in for an emergency
appendectomy. Damn fools, I want to sue
them for everything they have — I could
have died!”

Of course, I responded by telling Arthur
that it must have been horrific what
happened to him, that it sounded like the
first hospital screwed up big time, and that
I was glad he had not died. However, as
a lawyer I had some explaining to do in
{ler(rins of taking them for everything they

ad.

I explained to Arthur that personal
injury claims have three basic parts. First,
the injured person usually must prove
fault. I did not think that was going to be
the hardest part of Arthur’s claim since
the other hospital, John Muir, correctly
diagnosed Arthur. However, maybe
Arthur’s symptoms had changed after he
left the first hospital, so I would have to
review his records from both hospitals, and
perhaps get an expert medical opinion, to
be sure.

The second part of a

personal injury claim is

called “damages.” This is

where Arthur’s claim is weak.

Although Arthur “could”

have died or been seriously

damaged from not being

properly diagnosed at the

first hospital, the fact is that

he did not die and apparently
was not seriously injured by the delay in
being properly diagnosed. Arthur cannot
sue for what might have happened to him,
only for what actually happened to him.
Arthur’s damages were his suffering during
the short delay from when he was at the
first hospital and when he was properly
diagnosed at the second hospital.

The third part of a personal injury
claim is called “causation” — the damages
suffered must have been “caused” by
someone’s fault. In Arthur’s case, he
cannot sue for having gone through
an appendectomy. The need for the
appendectomy was not caused by the first
hospital’s misdiagnosis. Arthur needed the
appendectomy regardless of what the first
hospital did or did not do.

So, I had to explain to Arthur that even
though the first hospital screwed up, his
damages were very limited and, therefore,
the value of his case was not high. We
would not be taking them for everything
they had.

As a final note on this subject, almost
all personal injury lawyers, like me, work
on a contingency fee basis. We receive a
percentage of whatever money is recovered
in the case. This means the more money
awarded, the more money the personal
injury lawyer makes. Therefore, lawyers
have no incentive to settle a case for less
than it is worth. So, hire an experienced
lawyer and trust him or her to handle your
case.

Tisa as Varsity

Coach Nick Tisa

Football Head Coach. Tisa served as the
Co-Head Coach alongside Tim Murphy for
the past four years. Tisa brings a wealth

of experience and a strong track record

of success to the position, making him an
ideal choice to lead the school’s football
program.

With 17 years of coaching and teaching
experience, Tisa has demonstrated his
dedication and expertise on the field and
in the classroom. During his tenure, Tisa
played a vital role as the Defensive Passing
Game Coordinator and Defensive Backs
Coach.

Under his guidance, CVCHS secured
five consecutive League Titles and clinched
a State Championship. Expressing his
enthusiasm for the opportunity to lead
the Ugly Eagle program, Tisa stated, “I'm
coming into this job with great enthusiasm
and gratitude for the chance to lead the
CVCHS football program. I have learned
so much from my time as Co-Head Coach
alongside Coach Tim Murphy, and I'm

thrilled to be part of the Clayton Valley
community and its successful winning
program.”

Before joining CVCHS, Tisa served as
the Head Football Coach at Dougherty
Valley High School in San Ramon.

CVCHS is confident that Tisa’s
experience, passion, and dedication
will elevate the football program to new
heights. “Nick’s commitment to the
development of our student-athletes
extends beyond the field,” said Dave Fehte,
CVCHS Executive Director. “He prioritizes
their academic success and character
growth, fostering a positive team culture
that inspires excellence both on and off
the gridiron. Nick’s coaching philosophy
aligns with CVCHS’ mission to provide a
well-rounded education and produce not
only skilled athletes but also responsible
individuals.”
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the concordian
by Edi Birsan

Juneteenth:
Edibirsmegmailcom ) MR ge Apmerican

Celebration and Reminder

The Civil War had been
over for months. Yet slavery v
in Texas continued. The
Emancipation Proclamation
had declared two years earlier
that all slaves in rebel states
“henceforth shall be free...”
Yet slavery in Texas continued.
The Congress had approved
the 13th Amendment three
months earlier and sent it to
the various states to ratify the
abolishment of all slavery in
America. Yet, slavery in Texas
continued.

The United States Army
(no longer simply the Union
Army, for the war was over)
marched into Texas with its
rifles and bayonets and at
Galveston, General Granger
said we are here to enforce
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freedom. Millions of soldiers
had taken arms with hundreds
of thousands dead so that General
Granger could assemble in Texas on
June 19th, 1865. It took the most vulgar
of expressions of raw power so that then
slavery ended in Texas and celebrations
were had.

It was more than the breaking of
chains, but it was a hope and promise of
a new America with a universal bond of
shared values that we teach ourselves of
what it is to be an American.

It did not erase the past outrages and
sins. One cannot change what we had for
breakfast, let alone history. But we must
remember it and celebrate the goodwill
and better times that was then expected
to be the start of a great new era. That
era is not finished.

The unity of the country, while costly
in lives, was much simpler to accomplish
than the unity of the people and the true
creation of a universal American under
the ideals we seek with pride. Racism,

caste, class stratification, took on new
forms and to the scars of the past were
added new wounds as things denied our
hopes, they had names like Jim Crow,
Segregation, Red Lining, and a collection
of systemic threads that drove divisions
and allowed a hatred to fester openly as
well as take on nuance in the mainstream
and the shadows of our society.

Juneteenth is a Celebration for all
Americans and a reminder that we must
not forget the path that was pointed to
on this day, nor allow us to be distracted
from the promise of what it is to be an
American: one people, indivisible with
liberty and justice for all.

Views expressed of Edi Birsan, a proud
American and member of a greater multi-
ethnic and racial family. While tax dollars
were used to bring our country to the
point where we are, none were used in this
article. EdiBirsan@gmail.com.

Shop Concord Gift Card Program
Returns for the Summer

The City of Concord and the Greater
Concord Chamber of Commerce
have relaunched the popular Shop
Concord digital gift card program. The
program supports local businesses by
encouraging residents to shop locally
over the summer months to boost the
local economy.

CEO of the Greater Concord Chamber
of Commerce. “We are thrilled we

can continue to support our business
community in this way.”

The e-gift cards can be purchased on
the Shop Concord Yiftee page, https://
app.yiftee.com/gift-card/concord,

which includes a

Thanks to list of participating
a $10,000 merchants. The
contribution cards purchased
from the City of can be redeemed at
Concord, Shop any participating
Concord offers Concord business.
a bonus gift The digital nature of

SHOP

card with every
purchase. While
supplies last,
receive a free $50
Shop Concord
bonus card with
every original
$100 gift card
purchase, a free
$25 Shop Concord
card with every
$50 gift card
purchase, or a
free $10 Shop Concord card with every
$20 gift card purchase. Gift cards can be
used for purchases at any participating
business. The bonus gift cards with
purchase are available until the allotted
$10,000 is distributed.

“The Shop Concord program has
been an overwhelming success since it
was originally launched in November
2020,” said Melissa Rea, President/

CONCORD

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES

the gift cards allows
customers to split
the original and
bonus portions to
keep for themselves
or gift to others via
text or email.

All the gift
cards sold out in
a week around
Thanksgiving to
support the last
Holiday season according to Robert
Carrera, Economic Development
specialist for the Cit of Concord.

Concord local business owners can
sign up anytime for free to participate in
the Shop Concord program. Instructions
for how to become a participating
merchant are online at www.
concordfirst.com/shop-concord.

A Veteran’s Mission to Sup

ort Fellow

Veterans Transition to Civilian Life

by David King

Gary Bostick served eight years in the
US Army deployed in Afghanistan. He
served as 14th Psychological Operations
Battalion (POB), 301st Psychological
Operations Company (POC), and 870th
Military Police (MP) Company, leaving in
2017 as a first lieutenant.

When he returned from his last
deployment in 2012, he had a difficult
time readjusting to civilian life. Largely
because he was unaware of the benefits
and resources available to him as a
veteran.

“I also didn’t have peer support,” he
says. I was a member of a three-person
team, and we all came home to different
states. I didn’t have that daily support that
I needed. He eventually received the help
he needed and realized that veterans who
witness a lot of combat, have a challenging
time transitioning into American Life. He
wanted to help.

Bostick
co-founded
Junked:
Powered by
Veterans™
in 2021 with
partner Ryan
Spiegel.
Junked is
operated
entirely by
veterans. “I
realized that
junk removal
is ideal for
veterans to
make their
transition
into society.
Tt offers
a flexible
schedule, so
if you need treatment from the VA, you
are available to do that. It also provides
peer support because you are working
with other Veterans who understand the
experiences you had. These are your battle
buddies.”

Trucks began running in July 2022.
As a business, their mission is to provide
professional, eco-friendly junk removal
and hauling services serving the Bay
Area residences and businesses while
supporting veterans. “We do our best to
hire as many veterans and their family
members as possible and support veteran
businesses and organizations.”

They are also actively partnering,
donating, and volunteering with non-
profit organizations and events that also
serve veterans. One such non-profit is the
Delta Veterans Group.

“We will be donating a portion of our
revenue from all junk removal services to
support the Delta Veterans Group “Stand
Down at the Delta 2023” event. This event
will bus in about 500 unhoused veterans
throughout all nine Bay Area counties and
provide them with services from housing
to education to medical and legal.” It will
be life-starting for many.

RIUNKED.

POWERED BY VETERANS

B €323 23PN =3 VA 1) \

Full Service Residential & Commercial Junk Remaval |

SAVE $50-

on your next junk removal service

As they
cont