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Let’s build something beautiful together.
Because your dreams deserve more than just bricks - they deserve belonging.

Arizona Holdings BD Ltd.
“Partners 1n Prosperity”

A Proud KU Professional Graduates Initiative.
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Geopolitical Relations in America and European Perspectives:
Implications for Asian Development

With the pace of globalization, interconnectivity of trade, commerce, investment, human and factor mobility
among nations has increased. Countries have also liberalized their trade and immigration policies. As a result,
some countries in particular regions have better connectivity with others and accordingly enjoy benefits from
multiple perspectives.

The European Union (EU) consists of 27 almost neighboring and geographically connected countries that enjoy
borderless travel. Better political harmony and liberal trade policy have augmented trade and investment among
member countries. The leadership and compromising tendencies of a few countries like Germany, France, Italy,
etc., have also contributed to better harmony—even though most EU member countries were engaged in the
devastating World War Il and other wars. England, France, and several EU countries were part of the Allied
forces, whereas Germany and Italy were in the Axis powers. Germany and Italy had wars with France, England,
Poland, Denmark, and Norway with massive brutality. Surprisingly, those enemy nations formed the EU after the
end of WWII. The EU came into force in 1993, but the process began in 1951 through the establishment of the
European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), just five years after the end of WWII. The current intra-EU trade
share of its total trade 1s about 60 percent, which reflects strong cohesion even after WWII-era hatred. The EU
also assists its members during economic downturns and acts as an iron shield against external (non-member)
threats.

Europe was a major trading partner of the USA for a long time, even immediately before WWII. Germany and the
USA experienced massive war during WWII. But in 1947, just two years after the end of WWII, the USA initiated
the Marshall Plan. The US-financed plan aimed to recover war-damaged European economies. Germany, being
the largest country in the EU, was a significant beneficiary of the Marshall Plan, which strongly supported its
transformation into a strong industrial nation. Other EU countries also benefited immensely. It is noteworthy that
the USA aided its enemies so that they could become economically powerful and, subsequently, strong American
trading partners in both exports and imports. Since then, the USA has had strong ties with the EU. Both parties
have benefited economically and politically from the Marshall Plan, which helped reinforce the US-dominated
world order. Due to favorable trade policies, the USA and Canada—mneighboring countries—maintain a very high
intra-trade ratio. Canada has a much smaller economy compared to the USA; however, 77% of Canada’s total
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exports go to the USA, and about 63% of its imports come from the USA. This 1s an example where a big and a
small economy share a high-level reciprocal trade.

Asia 1s home to more than 60 percent of the world’s population. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) has an intra-trade share of about 25% of the region’s total trade. Unfortunately, South Asia experiences
only 5% intra-regional trade, which 1s tremendously unsatisfactory, considering the region 1s home to more than
25% of the global population. Asia vividly demonstrates rivalry among neighbors. North Korea and South Korea
clearly show hostile relations and minimal trade. China and India experience border conflicts and rivalry in
regional geopolitics. They show no signs of mutual economic cooperation, though they maintain some trade
relations, mostly driven by private sector initiatives. Both countries comprise more than two-fifths of the global
population and have a substantial and rising middle-class population. If they could enhance trade between them-
selves, both could secure massive markets for sustained economic growth. Although both countries maintain
economic relations with most Asian countries, they compete with each other in maintaining economic and politi-
cal influence. Despite the presence of both powers, we do not notice any joint effort between them, which clearly
indicates conflict, hatred, and rivalry. Moreover, many Asian countries exhibit China-biased or India-biased
government policies depending on the ruling regime. Governments often face pressure from both powers when
shaping international relations—this 1s evident in countries like Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, Sr1 Lanka, and
others.

India and Pakistan demonstrate border conflicts at regular intervals and generally take opposite stances on most
national, regional, and global issues. Both countries share massive cultural and culinary similarities, which could
serve as the basis for strong bilateral trade—an opportunity that remains untapped. Instead, both countries spend
enormous amounts on security due to national-level hostility, even though HDI data shows that both nations
require huge investments in education, health, sanitation, and regional economic development. Tariff and non-tar-
iff barriers and intentional delays at land borders are major impediments to bilateral trade. Because of these chal-
lenges, some India-Pakistan trade is routed via the UAE, which increases trade costs and is burdensome for
consumers. Bangladesh and Pakistan also maintain very poor trade and political relations, although they have
formal diplomatic relations and missions in each other’s countries. We do not notice any significant governmental
efforts from either side since their toxic relationship stemming from the Liberation War of 1971—despite huge
trade potential in garments, leather products, and other sectors.

India and Bangladesh share about 4,000 km of accessible land border, which provides a significant incentive for
bilateral trade due to low transportation costs and faster transaction times. India will also be affected as Bangla-
desh is a major market for trade and investment. India exported US$11.25 billion to Bangladesh in 2023, and
Bangladesh exported about US$11.25 billion to India in the same year. Both countries experience significant
flows of goods, people, and finance through tourism, medical tourism, management, and employment. However,
both countries also face recurring conflicting issues, such as water disputes, land and water border conflicts,
border killings, sudden stoppages of exports and imports, and a significant trade gap. After the July 2024 revolu-
tion in Bangladesh, political and economic relations between India and Bangladesh have been reshaped and dras-
tically worsened. Currently, India provides a limited number of tourist visas and transit facilities to Bangladesh.
while Bangladesh is reconsidering its existing ties, agreements, and economic relations with India. We do not
notice any significant high-level progress or even concrete steps to resolve bilateral conflicts. Rather, media
outlets are fueling hostility and clashes between the countries, which 1s deeply unsatisfactory and harmful to both.
Bangladesh is striving to explore alternative trade sources, investments, and development partners. Bypassing
India for trade would be time-consuming and costly. However, if trade and economic relations with India are not
trustworthy and mutually beneficial, Bangladesh would logically seek alternatives. Mutually respectful and bene
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ficial trade, economic, and political relations could benefit both countries—deviation from which could lead to
divergence from both ends. Trade with neighboring countries offers low transport costs and quicker transactions.
Recognizing this, South Asian countries formed SAARC to foster better economic and political ties. But the miti-
ative did not succeed due to apathy among member countries and an excessive external focus. Some ASEAN
countries have proposed and discussed visa-free policies and liberal trade frameworks at different times but have
yet to achieve any concrete results.

Differences in opinion and ideology among nations are quite common and realistic, as political parties and
governments often represent different social, political, and economic ideologies. However, neighboring coun
tries must work hand-in-hand. Despite differences, Europe and America have ample examples of mutual agree-
ments and collaborations that have benefited them. In contrast, we do not observe sufficient political and ideologi-
cal commitment among most Asian countries—an approach that violates economic rationality. Like-minded
attitudes and country-level cohesion are not automatic outcomes; they are the result of deliberate actions. Major
economies such as China, Japan, and India must take the lead in ensuring better regional connectivity, much like
Germany and France led the formation of the European Union. Better Asian cohesion will also increase its collec-
tive bargaining and negotiation power with the rest of the world. Globalization has made it easier for countries to
trade even with remote regions and has expanded alternatives. Therefore, uncongenial regional relations will
mvite foreign intrusion into the Asian market—a leading problem for Asian economies. Africa’s intra-trade ratio
to its total trade 1s very low due to a lack of political harmony. With a massive population, growing demand, and
abundant supply, Asia has the potential to benefit tremendously through greater regional harmony.

This 1s the author’s own perception and opinion and does not reflect any party or organization.
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Vs with a heavy heart 1hat we've learned of o loss
im ouer Fiverr family, Mo Mahfuzyr Bahman Muogdho
pasead away last week leaving his parents and ted
broihers bahind, Mif was a talented markeier wha
built & successiul business on Fraem thiough has
aypartise in SEQ and social madia. Mode than that,
ey wias an avid traveler, o talerted lootballer &
Bangladesh Seadt, and & true humenitacian

Mt will be missed. Prayers 1o his family and
friends
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THE DAILY
Messenger

How movies could stop the Israel-Palestine
conflict, but are doing the Opposite

RHALID AHAMMED

Movies are a potent
medium, capable of
shaping public opinion
and tostering empathy.
They can transcend
cultural barriers and
bring human stories to
the forefront. However,
when it comes to the
Israel-Palestine conflict,
the film industry has
often failed to live up to
this potential, Instead of
fostering understanding,
many films have
reinforeed existing biases
and dehumanised one
side of the conflict. By
consistently portraying
Palestinians as agEressors
or terrorists, these films
contribute to a skewed
narrative that influences
public perception and
policy decisions, further
entrenching the conflict

n the xd3 Nilm "World War £° a
particularly  controversial  scepo
tihes place 0 perusalem. The Gy,
surrounded by towering walls, has
seemingly found o way 1o keep the sombie
apocalypse at bay As the protugonist,
Gerry Lang, armves, he moets Mossod
agent Jurpen Warmbrunn, who oxplinins
thit lsrael built the walls © protect
againt the undead after intercepting early
warnings, While this scene might seom
like just another moment in & thnlling
romhbie movie, it carmies deeper, unseitling
connotatons, The depleton of Palestinians
as an  uncontollable, invading  force
breaching the walls of |erusalem s a stark
mietiphor, raising eyebrows and sparking
debare sbout its real -world implications
Perpetuating Sterecty pes and Biases
World War 2 5 noi alone in s
controversinl portrayal of the Israed
Palestine conllict. Several other films
have been cntcsed for  reinforcing
negutive stereotypes about Padestinians
and infuencng public percephon (0 ways
that exacerbote tensions For [nstance,
Citto Preméngor's "Exodus® [gbo) presents
the founding of larael in a heoobe light,
lergely  ignoring e displacement of
Palsstmimns, Stven Spislbergs “Munich®
(ao0sk while himanisang both sides o
soime extent, foduses primarily on lsraeli
rataliation, sabthy remnforcing the mmerative
of jusified defense against Palestinin
aggression, Sumilarly, action (lms Bhe *The
Delta Force” (ppl6) and "True Lies™ (1go4q)
depict Arabs, ofren perceivied as stand-
ins for Palestinions, os faceless villains,
patrpeiciting harmful stereorypes
Supprossed Voices
Omn the Mip sidde, numerous [lms tha
prosent the Palestindan perspective have
afrugigled o gain iraction or fsced outrighi
suppressior. “Peradise Now® (aoo5) by
Hany Abu-Assad delves into the lives ol
rwo Pulestinion [riends recruited for o
suicide Bombing, offering o muanced vew
of their motivations Despite it crircal
acclabm, including a Golden Globe win and
an Acadeny Award nomination, it fted
significant controversy and prodeses -
Broken Cameras” (2001, directed by Emusd
Basrmat amd Guy Duwich, documenis non -
violent resistance i o Paestinion villags,
While it was nominated for an Academy
Moward, itn disarvbaetion was limined and i
oo soviere Buckilash,
*lenin, Jesin® (soo:), & doecumentary by
Mohammed Bakn, portroys the aftermath
of the Batthe of Jenin through the eves of

Palestinian reslenis The llm was banred
in lsragl for soveral years and iaced legal
challetges, Annemarie Jiscar's “Salt of This
Sen® (2008) and "When 1 Saw You® (2002)
prowide poignant narratves of Palestinian
life and strupgles but encounored limited
disrsbuton and vimitelity,. Despite their
powerful srorytelling and cnbcal pochadm,
these films failed to reach a broad asdince,
overnhadowed by more  commercally
susceessiul, assd narratves

The poveed and respoasibility of cinema
Movies are a potent medium, capable
of dhapng public opimon and losering
empathy, They can wanscend culiural

barriers amd brang human stores o the
forefront. However, when it comes o the
lsrma] -Palestine conflict, the flm indusiry
has olten Buled & lve up w this potential.
Inseead of fodwenng understanding, many
filma have meinforced existing biases nd
dehumanised one mde of the conflic
By consstently portrayving Poledtnians
as aggressors of terrorists, these filma
contribute o a skewed narrative thar
mfluences public perception and policy
decimons, lurther entrenching the conflict
Desprte  thelr  potential o foster
understanding, many flms that present
the Palestinian perspective struggle o
gain traction or Gace outright suppression,
Movies like "Pamadise Now™ and "Sali of
This S5ea® provide poignant narmanves
of Palestinian  life snd struggles but
often encounter lmited distribiton amd
visibdliny. This suppeession stoms  from
political and cultural pressanes that lavous
dominant  merratves amd  marginalse
disspnning voices. To stop the war, the film
indusery muse embrace it responsibiliny to

present balanced, empathetic storles that
refliect the comploxities @nd humansty of
all sides valved. By supporing diverss
murratives  and  demanding  nuanced
storytelling, audiences can  drive e
industry to use ks inflluence reaponsibly,
promoting understanding and ompathy,
ardd ulimarely contAbuing [ 8 mone
informed and compassionate world.

A Call for Changs

The film induesery has the power to shillt
perspectives and promoie peace. To do
thin, lilomakers must strive [or balanced,
muanced sporytelling thet humanises all
sedes of the conftict. Highlighnng shared

humanity, presenting historcal contexis
nccurately, and showcasing stories of
cospxistence and peace injtanves can foswer
empathy and understanding Filmmakers
should challenge stereotypes and resist the
empabon o simplify comphex issues for
the sake of sensationalism, As asdiences,
we must demand more [rom the flm
inddusery. We should support filmes that
offer diverse perspectives and challenge
olir preconceived notions. By dotnig o, we
Can encourage & cinemanc landscape that
ot only entertains but also educates and
fosters dialogue. In the current climaie,
where the lirmel - Palestine conflict remains
o contentious and painful issue, the film
industry his a unigue responsibility, It
can ba a force for dovision or o catadyst or
understnding and posce, The choloe is
ok 1o make
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