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To all of the children who trusted us with your stories, thank you
for believing in us. For all the children we have yet to see, we
look forward to earning your trust.

— From your friends at the Northern Michigan Alliance for Children

This project was originally supported by Federal Award 2018-V2-GX-0067 from the
Department of Justice, administered by the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services, Division of Victim Services.



Hi, I’'m Bethany with the Northern Michigan
Alliance for Children. Here at our child advocacy center,
we support you however you need. You can ask us any

questions you have and we will be sure to listen to anything
you'd like to say. It's okay if you're feeling scared or nervous.
Sometimes, meeting new people can make us feel like there /& « "
are butterflies in our bellies. it t
All emotions are safe here. Ty, i



| am going to tell you about some members of the team and
what will happen when you visit the center. Your team is
made up of professionals who work to keep you safe.
Each of your team members has a special job, and they are
ready to learn all about you.




This is Jessi. She is one of your
advocates. When you come see us,
Jessi will be here to welcome you and
anybody you bring along.

Jessi will stay with you most of the
time you visit with us. But when she is
not with you, she will make sure you
CI|WCI)'S have someone from
your advocacy team.
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If )'OU'd like, Jessi can bring a special team member with her.
His name is Trigger and he is the team’s furry canine advocate. If
you'd like to have Trigger join you, all you have to do is ask! | bet
you've noticed I've said the word “advocate” a few times. An
advocate’s job is to support another person.
~ An advocate also makes sure you
" are comfortable and safe.
qer is a great advoca
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Trigger has a special job. He likes to snuggle up to kids to
welcome them. If someone feels butterflies in their belly, he helps
them feel better. He will also lay next to you so you can rub his
head. So, don’t be surprised if you feel Trigger’s wet nose!




When it’s time for you to meet the next member of your
team, Trigger will stay behind with your advocate and
your grown-up. Your advocate will make sure she helps
support your grown-up too!







not want to talk yet. VWhen you are ready fo

Katy will be learn more .




When you're done talking with Katy, Trigger will
be excited to see you again. Jessi and Trigger
will stay with you while Katy meets with the other
advocacy team members.




Your advocacy team meets to make sure we take very
good care of you. The team may meet with other people
too, including a police officer. If you want to meet them,
or have any questions, YOU can CllWG)'S ask!
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Your advocacy team may recommend that you go and see some
of our medical friends, like a doctor or nurse. Their jobs are to




When you visit the medical team, you can ask them any
questions about their jobs, your appointment, or your body while




After your visit to our center, you may feel like you need
someone to help you understand your feelings and work
through them. We have special listeners that will do just
that! They are called counselors or therapists.







Remember, all of us on your advocacy team are here
for you. We are ready to answer any questions you
have for us. We can’t wait to meet you and say hello!
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YOUR ADVOCACY TEAM

We are your advocacy team. We are here for you!
Here’s how you can reach us:

northern michigan
y alliance for children
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Northern Michigan Alliance for Children
127 N 2nd Street, PO Box 225
Harrison, Ml 48625
(989) 544-1103
www.mikids.org



This book was created in partnership with the Northern
Michigan Alliance for Children (NMAC), an organization that
provides healing, hope, and justice to abused children in rural
Michigan. It was their dream that the book could be replicated
to help children across the world. If you have an organization

in mind that might benefit from having their own customized
copy of this book, please visit www.mikids.org/book or
www.booksbyrylee.com/my-voice-matters.
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