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The Bay side of Longboat Key

is home to miles of private canals

How low is
too low to fly?

many of which need dredging. But
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to devastate our region.

Man claims to
own the road
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belief.

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.

No, this Fall was simply the worst of times.

The Yankees lost, the Presidential election was
nothing short of insanity, my hero Rafa Nadal suf-
fered the most rapid decline in tennis ever witnessed

how to pay for the millions of dollars
it will likely cost and which residents
should pay and how should they be
taxed or assessed divided the Town
Commission last week as the board
attempts to move forward with a

Taking Flight

and not one but two hurricanes were gracious enough /S

And although the literal destruction - the toppled [E=2g
trees, the soggy drywall and the flipped boats - can all
be repaired in and over time, another more significant

fear has emerged. That is the damage to our faith and STEVE REID

The storms hit us on an existential level that few escaped.
How many said goodbye to their homes when Milton was approaching?

Canals dredge up strong FEMA
words in LBK Town Hall

“In my neighborhood 80 percent of the homes were
destroyed by hurricanes. They are tired, frustrated by
FEMA and what I hear repeatedly is it is the wrong time
on the agenda and moving forward.”

to pay
town’s
beach

damage

It’s good news for Longboat Key’s

dredging program.

Longboat Key Mayor Ken
Schneier led the push to create
an ad valorem taxing district at
last week’s meeting. He said that

See Canals, page 2

beach lovers that the town has sub-
mitted all of its claims to FEMA
for damage to the 10 miles of
beach, town roads and infrastruc-
ture resulting from the recent hur-
ricanes.

Longboat Key Interim Public
Works Director Charlie Mopps
told residents the good news at last
week’s commission meeting. In fact,
it is because the town rigorously
maintains a defined beach profile
that enables Longboat to seek reim-
bursement from FEMA for sand
loss, sand transport and basically

See Damage, page 15

Fed Disaster
Tax Relief
Act passes
Senate, heads
to Biden

U.S. Representative Greg Steube’s
(R-Fla.) legislation, H.R. 5863 The
Federal Disaster Tax Relief Act, has
passed the U.S. Senate, bringing
long-awaited tax relief to millions
of Americans affected by hurri-
canes, wildfires, floods, tornadoes,
and the Ohio train derailment.
The bill now heads to President Joe
Biden’s desk for final approval.

The legislation, which has been

See Tax Relief, page 15

Fear and Looting on the Hurricane Trail

I've been subject to many strange and emotional conversations following the
hurricane. At first, it was almost like a bunch of veterans coming back from the
war. We would cautiously look at each other and say in a low voice like at a
funeral, “How did you make out?”

How many turned silent and came close to tears when the news said it
made landfall on Siesta Key?

How many came home to see a lifetime of memories and work trashed
as if a million burglars ransacked ran rampant?

And today, how many are overwhelmed making sense of all of the deci-
sions of building and rebuilding and insurance and elevating and renovat-
ing? Things many did wish to ponder in their final decade or two of life.

Talking trauma on the tennis court

A difficult outcome from the recent hurricanes is the fear and emo-
tional withdrawal some people feel toward our region and their homes.

Since I play tennis at the Longboat Key Club, the Longboat Key Public
Tennis Center, the Bird Key Yacht Club and in Downtown Sarasota’s
Payne Park, I've been subject to many strange and emotional conversa-
tions following the hurricane.

At first, it was almost like a bunch of veterans coming back from the

See Steve Reid, page 6
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Canal Dredging, from page 1

the town must vote to approve a district on a second reading last week if it wishes to start
dredging the canals as early as next year. He further argued that creating the taxing district
is the first step toward funding the project, but what portion canal front residences will
pay versus non-canal front residences will all be discussed in future public hearings. Not
everyone agreed with the Mayor’s initiative.

“I can tell you, my neighborhood has been vocal in stopping me on the street,” said
Commissioner B] Bishop. Bishop continued, “They thought the cost to non-canal front
owners is not appropriate. In my neighborhood 80 percent of the homes were destroyed
by hurricanes. They are tired, frustrated by FEMA and what I hear repeatedly is it is the
wrong time to put the program on the agenda and moving forward.”

Mayor Schneier shot back, “Our job is not to be so tired that we can make the right
decision. If the citizens are too tired to think about it, we can still make the right decision.”

Bishop replied, “I make the right decisions for the citizens I represent and not the seven
of us.”

Commissioner Penny Gold sounded as if she agreed with Bishop, “There are a lot of
bills coming at all of us, people are having a difficult time processing this. We should have
the discussion of who should pay and how much all together. It is too risky not to discuss
as a package.”

Gold was referring to the idea promulgated by the Mayor and Staff to approve the taxing
district and the town’s authority to tax and then later attempt to calculate what different
property owners should pay proportionally.

Dredging up philosophy

The nexus of the issue is not whether to dredge or not — convincing empirical data and
surveying makes clear that numerous canals have grown filled with sediment. The true
debate is over fairness. When it comes to the beach renourishment program, Longboaters
have long gone along with and voted to support the two district system in which Gulf side
properties pay 80 percent and Bay side pay 20 percent of the renourishment costs.

But the calculation and the benefit island-wide of the canals is far more nebulous and
debatable. It is argued the beach provides property protection for the entire key from cata-

strophic storms. Canals do not serve any similar purpose. Canal front owners get to keep

a vessel dangling above the water that adds significantly to their property value. These factors
make many on the Gulf side say “Why should we pay for any of the canal dredging?”

The countervailing argument is that canals are a navigatible amenity that all Longboaters can
access and enjoy and add an overall value to the entire island. Public Works will also tell you
that most of the island’s storm water is funneled into the canal system.

Mother May 1?

For Vice Mayor Mike Haycock, the only issue is the timing and the cost of delay.

“We have to do it today (vote to approve the tax district) or it’s going to be delayed. I do not
believe we should wait another year. We need to take the next step and approve the opportunity
to have residents taxed in 2026,” said Haycock.

Haycock was referring to the fact that if the commission approved the tax district, the prop-
erty owners will receive the ad valorem taxation amount in next year’s tax roll.

Voting for approval of the tax district does not guarantee or put any emphasis on how much
the different classes of property owners will pay, but simply allow the commission to work out
what it believes is a fair and equitable amount in the coming months.

But for resident Tim McDonald, who’s the Vice President of Arbomar Condominium
Association, it’s something not to fast track. The town did admit it has been working on the
issue for the last 26 years.

“At the first meeting when this was discussed and voted on, all of the residents were con-
cerned with hurricanes. In fairness of process, we simply need more time, I urge you to post-
pone a vote on this despite all the restrictions and limitations it might impose. If this goes 100
percent ad valorem, I believe there is a recall coming,” said McDonald.

Another resident simply said she objects to how the commission was handling the situation
in voting in the wake of two hurricanes with displaced residents and before season on such a
major financial obligation.

After her comments, Vice Mayor Haycock made a motion to approve the ad valorem tax
methodology to pay for canal dredging on Longboat Key. Commissioners Bishop and Debra
Williams voted ‘No” and Commissioners Gold, Sarah Karon, Gary Coffin and Mayor Schneier
voted ‘Yes,” successfully passing the measure.

«
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941-925-3723

Longboat Key Showroom
By Appointment Only
5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228

State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands

CREATIVE KITCHENS< BATHS

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

Cook, Create, Celebrate: Your Kitchen Makeover Starts Here!

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers, expert
carpenters, project management and more. We will bring your vision
to life from first conversation to job completion.

Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com

T LOCATED ON LONGBOAT KEY!

]
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The Pierre Condominiums

Full Condo & Home Remodeling

Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondse S | 941.383.3388

. NEW LOCATION! VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR., STE. 105!
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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Jules Mackie  Tracey Stetler

We are a collaboration of savvy real estate professionals with decades of local experience. We focus on selling exceptional
properties located in downtown and on our local islands. We represent buyers and sellers in our marketplace with a unique
viewpoint, as we live in the communities that we sell. This local perspective makes us experts in our field, allowing us to
provide you all the information for you and your family to make the best decision in your real estate endeavor.

.

1690 ARLINGTON STREET | SARASOTA 549 SLOOP LANE | LONGBOAT KEY

569-571 CHANNEL LANE | LONGBOAT KEY

$1,050,000 — 2-Family Lot $2,275,000 - West of Trail $3,900,000- Country Club Shores
1st floor storm damage/Repair/Rebuild 4 Beds 4 Baths 2,975 Sq. Ft. 4 Beds 5 Baths 4,127 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922 Contact: Janet Coughlin 941-323-3736 Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266-9001

s s

610 YARDARM LN | LONGBOAT KEY

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY BIRD KEY - Sarasota’s premier residential

$4,699,000 — 1 House from the Bay $6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres island and Yacht Club experience. Water
4 Beds 4 Baths 4,138 Sq. Ft. 5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft. front homes from the $2 millions.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922 Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001 Call Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

b

5440-5442 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY 1212 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES

3621 SAN REMO TER | SARAOSTA

$6,900,000 - Vacant Land 2.08 Acres $6,995,000 — New Construction $9,750,000 — Under Construction
Proposed for 7 Buildable Lots 5 Beds 6 Baths 4750 Sq. Ft. 5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001 Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033 Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

"-CUSTOM INTERIOR DESIGN BY. j
GHOMES

-

=t = -

_i_l." =

109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY ) 6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY | 4136 HIGEL AVE | SIESTA KEY
$11,399,000 - Under Construction $16,995,000 - Under Construction $16,995,000 - SOLD!
4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft. 4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft. 5 Beds, 7 Baths, 8.964 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033 Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033 Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033
021
| @THEDIPINTOGROUP

dent con sales as: . Coldwall Banker. All ights reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Low Flying Planes over Longboat Key

To: Longboat Key Town Commission

Hello. I've been an owner on Longboat Key for 12 years. About three or so weeks ago I
started to notice planes from SRQ that are flying between 1,000 and 2,000 feet above us in the
mornings and sometimes in the afternoons. They are smaller commercial planes but with the
major airlines. I used to fly planes so I think i have a good idea of their altitude.

Yesterday morning they went over us at 5:38 a.m. and there were 3 others by 6:10 a.m. I saw
three more this morning while working out outdoors. One was certainly only 1,000 feet high.

I live at Banyan Bay and it’s loud (they sound like missiles coming over us) and I have never
seen any jets fly over us below probably 5,000 or 10,000 feet ever before. It’s both dangerous
and a real disturbance on a daily basis.

I dont know why they started doing this recently, but it’s not right. I'd be glad to get more
involved with this if you see a way forward to deal with it.

Hopefully we can fight back on this, but perhaps not, but please let me know as Longboat
residents should at least unite against this and be made aware. Please give my best to B]. She
knows me from the Paradise Center. Thank you very much.

Tom Bright

Longboat Key

Low Flying Planes over Longboat Key
To: Tom Bright

HARRY’S FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Harry’s Restaurant Specials

Best Brunch Daily.- Special Libations
$10 Double Mimosas $8 Harry’s Bloody Marys
Half Price Happy Hour Drink Specials 3-6pm
Wine Down Every Day.25% Off Wine Bottle

Harry’s Deli Specials

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert | Buy. Two Soups, Get One Free!
Last Chance to get 25% OFF Retail'Wine £ Ends 'Dec. 20th!

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees | Gourmet Sandwiches
Deli Salads | Homemade Soups | Party Specialties | Fine'Wines

Catering Special
$475 Holiday Cocktail Party for 12
Pick-up / Delivery | Full-Service

Deli Christmas Specials

Turkey Dinner, Ham Dinner,
Rack of Lamb, Chateaubriand

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
www.HarrysKitchen.com * 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive * 941-383-0777

gollow the locals L.

oun newty renovaled dind,

Deli-New Year's Eve Special

Three Course Dinner TOGO
for Two People

00/

FEATURING:

* Live Maine Lobster
* Fresh Fish ¢ Gulf Shrimp

- Salads - Seafood Favorites
* Ribs, Burgers & More!

ALY STRRlth

» Early Dining & Happy Hour
Mon -Sat 3:30 - 5:00

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM
Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Ordering Available for Take-Out
AND Curbside Pick-Up!

2023

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com
(941) 383-0440

Thank you for these comments. I concur with your observations. Our Town Manager
Howard Tipton (cc-ed here) has been communicating with airport and FAA officials over
recent changes to flight paths, so hopefully he can make an inquiry as to your valid concerns.

Sarah Karon

Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

Low Flying Planes over Longboat Key

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon

Thank you for touching base. Thank you. I essentially do a short triathlon each morning
which means I'm in the Banyan Bay pool from about 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. This morning there
were four planes between 8:02 a.m. and 8:25 a.m. Two were below 1,000 feet and the other
two were probably 1,500 to maybe 2,000 feet. The final one banked north and was skirting
the eastern coast of us. The other three flew right overhead of me.

I saw at least two more when I ran for 30 minutes from 6:45 a.m. to 7:15 a.m. Again right
overhead and probably 1,000 to 1,500 feet above me. One I could easily see was Delta.

You have to wonder what their emergency landing procedures would be, as airplanes tend to
hav etc emits issues when taking off.

Between the hurricane and tropical storms damage, degradation of the bay from Piny
Point’s 200 million gallon dumping and recent sewage overflows due to hurricanes and tropical
storms, I can’t say we are better off compared to 4 or 5 years ago. Never saw tropical storm in
November before that either. Sorry if I sound like 'm ranting but 'm not. These are all facts
I can easily back up.

Tom Bright

Longboat Key

Low Flying Planes over Longboat Key

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

This sounds different in kind and degree from the issues discussed recently regarding the
slight northward shift of the outbound SRQ flight lanes.

Ken Schneier

Mayor, Town of Longboat Key

P and Z on December 17

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Thanks for passing along the residents interest. This is queued up as a Workshop Discussion
item on the P&Z Board’s Dec. 17th meeting. Given the number of potential issues & options,
staff is not starting with a draft ordinance for public hearing. The expectation is that a public
hearing on an ordinance would follow in January after discussion & recommendations at the
Dec. 17thmeeting. That ordinance (w/ the P&Z Board’s required recommendation) could
then could be heard by the Commission at the Feb. 3rd Regular Meeting, with potential
expedited follow-up via a Special Meeting on Feb. 18th (the Regular Workshop meeting date).
Please do encourage anyone who's interested to share their input with staff & with the P&Z
Board, if they’re able to.

Allen Parsons, AICP

Director Planning, Zoning & Building Department

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 8
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CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

Worship and Celebrate With Us A
Tuesday, December 24 * 5:30 PM /
“Love's Light Dawning”
Service with Choir, Carols, and Candlelight
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Join Us for Our Regular Sunday Service at 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor

Watch Our Services Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. < 941.383.8833 (office) * www.christchurchoflbk.org
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BEYOND FIRST CLASS™

SEAMLESS EXTRAORDINARY EFFICIENCY

Luxury Ground Transportation Personal Concierge Spend Time Where it Matters

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets. Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned. Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.

The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company. -

All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations
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Steve Reid, from page 1
war. We would cautiously look at each other and say in a low voice like at a funeral, “How did
you make out?”

Some of my friends lost their homes and contents and so I kept my whining about my fallen
trees and ruined landscaping to a minimum. It is hard to come back from a war and complain
to your friend paralyzed in a wheelchair that you got a scrape. We all cautiously sized up each
other’s damages. But each home, each economic situation and each person’s grit and tempera-
ment tells a different story.

One friend owns his home outright and he and his wife were self-insured (euphemism for
no insurance). After two feet of water rendered their home a total loss, they are trying to make
lemonade out of the flood damage. They don’t have the money to build a new elevated home
to simply move back into, so they are going to perform a fast renovation and sell, which they
hope will bring a modest return over land value.

When I asked if it might make more sense to build an elevated home, they made a case that
the additional construction cost could not be recaptured since the street they are on is not on
a canal and mostly has on-grade homes.

I don’t know how a realtor answers the question when this home goes on the market and
they are asked, “Didn’t this home get completely flooded last year?” And the answer will be:
“Yes, it did. But why don’t you move on in and give it a go and see if it happens again and then
if it exhausts you and you don’t have the resources to rebuild call me and I'll sell it for you.”

A painful and difficult rainbow...

I found myself selfishly angry and upset that my friend and his wife are simply moving away.
I would ask, “How can you leave the island, it’s so beautiful this was your dream?”

I could tell T was hitting up against an emotional and financial reality. The storm forced
them to divest financially and out of necessity, emotionally, from their island beach dream.

This is representative of a deep well of sadness and hardship. There are hundreds of owners
who could afford their original older homes on grade and they simply were living out their
years on a fixed income. They do not have eight hundred thousand dollars in liquidity to build
a new home.

In many ways this is the epitome of what I call the gentrification factor of hurricanes. Most
on-grade homes will either now or in the near future be rebuilt as modern storm-resistant
structures.

The hurricanes will have the de facto outcome of sweeping away property owners who don’t
have the means and resources to plop down a fortress with the first floor at about 16 feet above
grade.

These next generation homes will drive a new level of valuations and will be able to with-
stand perhaps a generation of mega storms.

But there is some good that is coming out of our collective hurricane experience.

Points of light...

There is something that happens in the wake of a war or after a hurricane or after a death or
any disaster that is most beautiful.

Sure, there is pillage and looting following a hurricane. But the most human aspect of
human nature is the drive of life to come back stronger, to repair, to fix, to replant what was
washed away by the briny saltwater. To see an old home that was flooded and used for 40 years
and envision something stronger and newer in a world that is a little edgier and more danger-
ous is part of our DNA.

The storms also made people evaluate the fundamentals: their families, their priorities, why
they are here what they like to do what they love about the area.

Hurricanes instill a primal fear and respect for nature. The same nature Western culture has
spent a couple thousand years battling and separating itself from only to have it reappear in
the living room as a flood.

Hurricanes turn every homeowner into a minor league gladiator in their front yard. We all
become a mini version of young Russell Crow and instead of fighting for Rome we're fighting
for our little postage stamp that we've managed to accumulate in this world.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!
10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS

- FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP -
(—1‘ ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE ‘_j.

‘ CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘

‘ OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM :
), SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM /)

590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY

UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

Our homes form the stage for our entire lives and our community is nothing less than a col-
lection of people who all enjoy overlapping lives and activities.

Do not retreat to suburban hell like Lakewood Ranch.

The greatest damage from the hurricane is people leaving the area who simply say they can-
not deal with the chance of more storms. I do not like this fear. I also do not want those who
don’t have the resources to stay to be forced into the bland blight of moving further east.

We are all captains on this ship and we have an obligation to our community to rebuild and
make it as strong and beautiful and compelling as possible.

And if our lot in life is to have stronger storms than the poignancy and the impact should
be felt and it should propel us to make the most difficult societal changes. But to flee to higher
land and go to some safe place in Ohio or in Georgia or in Lakewood Ranch to me that is a
retreat from life.

I love my vulnerable barrier island. I love being on the precipice in the most beautiful pocket
of land in the United States. We've had three storms in one year. It was horrible. I never want
to go through it again.

But if I'm going to go through a hurricane, I can’t think of a better community. I couldn’t
have a better group of friends. And when I take my kids on a scooter ride late at night and we
see the crescent moon casting dappled light across the waves off the Gulf of Mexico, I realize I
do not want to ever leave this magical place.

After all, Rome was sacked, pillaged and burned many times. Seventy percent of Rome was
destroyed by fire while Emperor Nero played his fiddle.

We are in better hands and in a better place on Longboat, Lido Bird and Siesta Key and
Downtown Sarasota. This is our epicenter. Let’s just pray that the old Roman idiom does
become rephrased into “All Hurricanes lead to Sarasota.”

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on, preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

The Town of Longboat Key is accepting applications for appoint-
ment to the following committee:

Citizens Oversight Committee for
Public School Facility Planning

All applications must be submitted to the Office of the Town
Clerk by noon on December 20, 2024. Applicants must be
registered voters of the Town of Longboat Key.

Please call the Office of the Town Clerk at 941-316-1999 for
an application or for any questions. Applications may be
submitted to:

Town of Longboat Key — Office of the Town Clerk
501 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key FL 34228

Stephanie Garcia, Deputy Town Clerk |
Published: 12-06-2024

Ads that work... Call

LBK News 387-2200
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Winner of Over 450 Awards for design
[ excellence including Best New
Showroom in the USA!

Premier luxury destination for residential,
commercial and hospitality design services.

DESIGN MATTERS...INSPIRATION STARTS HERE!'

I Total Home Creation

I Expert Interior Designers

I Exclusive Collections

I Beautiful In-Stock Styles

I Custom Shop

I One-of-a-Kind Rugs

I Outdoor Furniture

I Accessories, Lighting & Art

I Unique Gift Boutique

I Shipping to Midwest & Nértheast
I Immediate Delivery &so mgt’?h

more!

.

LUXURIOUS JUXTAPOSED WITH CASUAL

GROUNDED IN ELEGANCE...
Lay the groundwork for timeless sophistication with textured designer rugs that

transforms any space in your home. From soft underfoot comforts to striking

visual details, create the foundation for elevated living, one layer at a time.

DISCOVER YOUR STYLE - EXPLORE OUR SHOWROOM TODAY!

B SARASOTA, FLSHOWROOM Going east on Fruitville :
: ' Rd. make a U-Turn at light o) g
3055 Fruitville Commons Blvd. (Lakewood Ranch Blvd.), then v ¥: ¢4 e E
941.900.HOME (4663) o i, L i Rome Ao ¢ ¢
) X Go around the circle to Fruitville Fruitvile Gomemons B, ]

MOndCly-SCITUI'dCIy: ]qu_spm Commons Blvd., pass Cooper’s Fruitil Fd B ;'tzt'}ﬁ:‘
Hawk and you will see Clive Lakewood

Sundoy: i2pm-5pm Daniel Home on the right. B

Financing is now available. SYNCHRONY CLIVEDANIEL.COM

IB26001785

AWARD-WINNING | INTERIOR DESIGN | FINE FURNISHINGS

SARASOTA - FORT MYERS - NAPLES - BOCA RATON
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Letters, from page 4

P and Z on December 17

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons

I know the Commission has asked the P and Z Board to discuss the adjustment of heights
for docks, lifts, etc. after the destruction caused by the recent storms. Residents who have
requested this review have pointed out that they are in the process of planning and contract-
ing the reconstruction of these features and have asked if the matter will be on the agenda for
December 17 and if a recommendation could be prepared for the Commission at that meet-
ing, so that we could deal with it in early January. If the narrow issue of dock and lift heights
could be presented and a recommendation made at that meeting, it would help people make
the correct decisions. Thanks.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

State action on storm issues

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Attached are a couple of ideas on storm related issues that I believe merit attention at the
State level. I sent this to all 4 of our Manatee & Sarasota senators and reps. If appropriate
and acceptable to the TC, please share with our Town lobbyist... or anyone... as you see fit.

James G. Haft

Longboat Key

LBK Recovery Update

To: Longboat Key Fire Administration Manager Tina Adams

Storm damage repair work has been approved to proceed from 7 a.m. through 7 p.m. seven
days a week on the island, at this time, to continue to allow maximum efficiency in getting
everyone back to normal with occupying safe, livable structures. This has been authorized by
the Town Manager as a Waiver to Town Code, Chapter 130.02, Sound Regulations for the
next 30 days (until December 31, 2024, at which time it will be reevaluated) to continue to
help expedite property owners’ ability to repair their homes and businesses. This noise waiver
applies to storm damage related repair only. Please note that this will include Christmas Eve/
Day and New Year’s eve.

Tina Adams

Fire Administration Manager/PIO

Longboat Key Fire Rescue Department

Information

To: John Varley Senior

I know there was a code violation so best place to start is with Allen Parsons, Director of
Planning and Zoning. Phone number 941-316-1966. If he is not available call Howard Tipton,
town mgr. 941-316-1999. He is out of office on Thursday.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

Information

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

BJ, good afternoon, it’s been a couple of weeks and there has been no update to the drive-
ways across the street from me.

I was hoping you could direct me to the right person to talk to about the driveways. I think
they should put a lean on his certificate of occupancy until the situation is corrected. Thanks
for your help.

John Varley Senior

Longboat Key

Information

To: John Varley Senior

I have been back and forth with town and they have informed the contractor at 597 the
driveways do not match the plans (see attached) and must be corrected.

Regarding the building permit for 597 Buttonwood Drive, the house and site are still both
under construction; drainage and grading work are not yet complete. There is an onsite drain-
age collection system for the lot that they are tasked with constructing, including drainage
inlets and swales, which is unusual for a single family lot, but is part of the Town’s approval for
this site to build in this area. Only portions of this system are in place because they are under
active construction. Public Works will be meeting with the contractor onsite on Thursday to
inform the contractor that the driveways were not poured per the drainage plan that Public
Works approved and to get with their engineer to resolve it.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

New sections to town code and canal financing

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Can you clarify why the following language, which refers to bond referendums to finance the
canal maintenance district, is included when the program is being described as “pay as you go”?

See Letters, page 15
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$3.4 Billion Career Sales Judy Kepeez-Hays (keneteal
941-376-6411

Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A401 - $5,840,000
Experience luxury at L'Ambiance with this
Southwest corner residence featuring a
spacious wraparound terrace and stunning
sunsets. Enjoy private elevator access
opening directly into your own beautiful
foyer, a custom-designed interior with new
windows, doors, kitchen, and baths. This
choice Royal floorplan offers three
bedrooms, all ensuite, a powder room, and a
bonus room. Residents benefit from
concierge service, a 24-hour guard gate, an
Olympic-sized pool, two tennis courts, a
fitness center, game rooms, a library, a wine
room, and guest suites. Small pet welcome,
and one underground parking spot is
included. L'Ambiance on Longboat Key is not
just aresidence; it's an exclusive lifestyle
waiting for discerning buyers seeking the
pinnacle of luxury living. No water intrusion
in this home from the storms.
LAmbianceA401.com

1800 Ben Franklin Drive #A403 - $998,000 1241 Gulf of Mexico Drive #105 - $2,575,000 - Furnished
Discover luxury beachfront living at L'Elegance on Lido Key. Enjoy a casual and The Water Club on the South end of Longboat Key is a rare jewel in condominium
inviting 2 bedrooms/2 bathrooms floor plan with panoramic views from every room. |iying. Almost new 2,585 sq. ft. under air, features a garden, and partial Gulf views.
Step outside to your expansive balcony to savor the breathtaking sunrise, and the Southern exposure w/walls of glass, 10 ft. ceilings, wood flooring, extended 1,000 sq.
soothing breezes of Lido Beach. L'Elegance is situated on a 400-foot stretch of ft. terraces. The Water Club exquisite clubhouse offers state of the art fitness center,
immaculate Lido Key and features secure underground garage parking, a storage message room, spa, lounge, library w/fireplace, ballroom, game room and
unit, manned gated access, and on-site management. Premier amenities include a phenomenal staff providing concierge services, an Olympic-sized pool, tennis, and 2
Fitness Center, Har-Tru Tennis Courts, an 85-foot heated Pool, Spa, Game Room, pets under 35 lbs. welcome. Walk down the beach and enjoy restaurants at the new
expansive Gulf-front deck, and a Clubhouse. No water intrusion in this home from St Regis. No water intrusion in this home from the storms.
the storms. LElegance403.com WaterClub105.com

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 - $7,999,000 941 Gulf of Mexico Drive - $8,800,000

Epic Gulf-front corner residence, which feels like a home on the beach, offers 3 bedrooms plus an office (or 4 Exquisite Beachfront Estate! Seize this extraordinary,
bedrooms) and 3.5 bathrooms in a lavish 4,032 sq. ft. space. The residence boasts floor-to-ceiling impact glass once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create your personal
that invites natural light and connects the indoor spaces to expansive sunset terraces with breathtaking Gulf and sanctuary on one of the most remarkable waterfront
garden views. Revel in your own 3,400 sq. ft. terrace featuring an infinity pool, fire pit, and summer kitchen, with lots along the Gulf Coast. Choice Longboat Key location.
private stairs leading straight to the beach. This architectural gem features expansive glass walls, clean lines, and This charming single-story beachfront home offers an
angular details, seamlessly merging indoor elegance with the natural beauty of its beachfront setting. With a incredible opportunity for those seeking a slice of
gourmet kitchen, social room, guest suite, fitness center, and a stunning 5-car garage, Aria delivers unparalleled paradise. Sold as-is, the property is situated on a

luxury and on-site management. This exclusive enclave is built to the highest coastal construction standards and generous lot, making it ideal for a family compound or a
is secured within a gated community. No water intrusion in this home from the storms. Aria204.com personal retreat. Imagine waking up to breathtaking

views of the Gulf of Mexico. With ample space for
outdoor gatherings, this property is perfect for families
looking to create lasting memories by the beach.
buying or selling.’ Whether you're looking to renovate, build your dream
JUdy Kepecz-Hays 941.587.1700 home, or simply enjoy the existing structure, the

potential here is limitless. 5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

Please call us if you’re thinking of

WE PAY A PROFESSIONAL FEE ON OUR LISTINGS TO THE BUYER’S AGENT
100 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236 | Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Nov. 30

Driver’s license

11:00 a.m.

Officer Tillman while on patrol in the 400 block of Gulf of
Mexico Drive, witnessed a vehicle travelling north on Gulf of
Mexico Drive at a high rate of speed. The vehicle’s estimated
speed was approximately 45 mph in a 35 mph zone. The LIDAR
confirmed a speed of 46 mph at 400.5 feet. The vehicle was
identified as a white work van. The traffic stop was conducted
and Officer Tillman made contact with the driver and asked if
he was the registered owner in which he said he was not and that
it was a work vehicle. Officer Tillman explained the reason for
the stop and requested the driver’s license from the offender. The
driver stated he works in Longboat Key. When Officer Tillman
has a driver’s license he replied that he does not have one. Officer Tillman asked the driver if he
had any identification or anything with his name on it, the driver produced a consulate iden-
tification card from Venezuela. Officer Tillman asked if the driver was aware that he needed
a valid driver’s license to operate a motor vehicle, he replied that he has never been issued a
driver’s license. Officer Tillman issued a citation for no driver’s license, never had one issued.

Person Missing

2:35 p.m.

Officer Tillman was dispatched to Sanctuary Drive regarding a missing person. Upon arrival,
Officer Tillman spoke with the complainant who said his 84 year-old wife is missing. The man
said his wife is 5 0” and 100 pounds and was last seen last night at 9 p.m. The man said that
he went to bed and woke up at noon today to find the front door open and his wife gone. The
man said that his wife does not walk far and suffers from a mild case of memory loss. After
approximately 30 minutes of searching beaches, roof tops, and stairwells. Officer Nazareno was
able to locate the wife in the recreation room of the building watching TV. The wife said that
she had been there for several hours. The two were reunited. Case clear.

Dec. 1

Noise

11:55 p.m.

Officer Ericsson was dispatched to the 3700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a noise dis-
turbance. Upon arrival, Officer Ericsson was unable to locate any noise issues. Officer Ericsson
contacted the complainant by phone who advised the noise was coming from one of the units.
Contact was made with a man in the unit who said that he just arrived in town, unhooked a
trailer and parked his truck. He said he was not involved in any construction of any sort, but
believed the complaint was due to his vehicle, which raddled while running. Due to no obvious
signs of loud noise, the call was cleared with no further investigation. Case clear.

Dec. 2

Gas

12:41 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort was dispatched to Bayou Sound to assist Longboat Key Fire Rescue with an
odor of gas. Sgt. Montfort arrived on scene with members of Fire Rescue and it was determined
that the odor of gas was coming from a neighbor’s house. It was then determined the odor was
not gas and only epoxy from a garage floor which was just installed. Case clear.

Dec. 3

Accident

4:30 p.m.

Officer Troyer responded on a signal located near the 600 block of St. Judes Drive regarding
a traffic accident. Upon arrival, Officer Troyer met with the driver who reported a white Ford
F-150 was the other involved vehicle, but the driver did not wish to wait for law enforce-
ment response. The complainant showed the officer his vehicle, a black Ford Expedition. The
complainant said he was backing up slowly, and the white Ford bumped into him, which

was how the crash happened. The complainant said the other
involved driver reported a small scratch, but the complainant
took a photograph where there was rust on the scratch, which
made the complainant believe the scratch was not a result of the
crash. Again, the complainant said he would not be filing an
insurance claim and he did not wish to file a crash report. The
complainant also felt the other driver did not care or he would
have waited for law enforcement response. Case clear.

Fishing

4:49 p.m.

Officer Troyer responded to Tarawitt Drive on the report
of a suspicious person. The complainant called dispatch and
reported four men fishing on an abandoned piece of property.
Upon arrival, Officer Troyer made contact with the men who
identified themselves and reported they were just fishing, and had no intent of trespassing or
committing any criminal activity. The men did not observe any “No trespassing” signs so they
felc they could fish on the piece of land. Officer Troyer didn’t observe any criminal activity
taking place, and the men left.

Dec. 4

Vessel

10:03 a.m.

Sgt. Montfort while on marine patrol was dispatched to citizen assist call. It was reported
that the caller needed assistance with a vessel boat lift at the 4000 block of Gulf of Mexico
Drive. Sgt. Montfort made contact with the caller who stated that during Hurricane Helene,
his vessel was pushed to far on his floating boat dock. Moreover, the complainant was request-
ing assistance with getting the vessel of the dock. Officer Barrett and Sgt. Montfort arrived in
the area and it was determined that the complainant would require commercial towing assis-
tance to remove the vessel. The complainant said he possessed towing insurance and he would
contact his respective vessel tow company. Case clear.

Dec. 5

Noise

7:09 p.m.

Officer Ericsson was dispatched to 2600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a noise distur-
bance. Upon arrival, Officer Ericsson observed a large tanker truck being used to suck a sub-
stance out of the ground next to the restaurant. The truck was causing a loud vacuum engine
noise that could be heard from Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Ericsson contacted a worker with
the cleaning company and advised them of the 7 a.m. — 7 p.m. Town Ordinance regarding
noise. The worker immediately shut down the truck and stopped the work. Case clear.

I own the road

9:42 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to Kingfisher Lane on a call of a noise complaint. Upon
arrival, Officer Martinson was flagged down by the complainant, standing outside with his
flashlight and dog in front of the address. The complainant stated while walking his dog he
heard and saw two workers inside the garage of the home under construction next door. The
complainant stated while inside his home he could not hear any construction noise and that
he did not even realize people were there working until he heard the sounds of metal tools
and banging coming from inside the garage on his walk. The complainant stated when he
confronted the workers about the noise ordinance they closed the garage door so he called
911. Officer Martinson then walked to the garage and knocked on the door. It should be
noted that he did not hear any sounds of electric or gas powered tools or any other loud noises
coming from inside the garage. The door opened and Officer Martinson made contact with
the worker from the garage doors. Officer Martinson explained to the worker that the permit-
ted work hours are 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. and that he needed to stop working for the night. The
worker apologized and stated he got to the work site late due to another job and was just trying
to finish it today. The worker stated he lives in downtown Fort Myers and didn’t know the
town’s noise ordinance. The worker said the reason why he shut the garage door was because
the complainant was yelling at him and he did not want to get into a confrontation with him.
Officer Martinson checked in and did not see any prior noise ordinance warning issued to the
worker of the garage door business. The worker was given a written warning. While Officer
Martinson was issuing the written warning, the complainant was yelling at the workers and
basically taunting them for not leaving when he told them to. Officer Martinson told the
complainant to stop interacting with the workers and instructed the workers to leave quickly
to prevent any altercation with the complainant. As the workers were getting into their vehicles
to leave, the complainant asked Officer Martinson if he issued them a warning or a citation.
Officer Martinson advised the complainant, he gave them a warning because it was their first
offense. At which time, the complainant stated the two workers were also trespassing. Officer
Martinson told the complainant the workers were not trespassing because they had been hired
by the homeowner to do work. The complainant disagreed with the officer and stated he had
tried to call the homeowner but they did not answer the phone. Officer Martinson again
told the complainant the workers were not trespassing and Officer Martinson instructed the
workers to hurry up and leave due to the complainant’s behavior. Then all of a sudden, the
complainant yelled out that he “owns the road” and stated “I'm going to stand in front of
their truck so they can’t leave.” Officer Martinson was at first confused by the complainant’s
actions because Officer Martinson thought he wanted the workers to stop working and leave,
which was what they were attempting to do. Officer Martinson told the complainant to move
away from the front of the trucks so the workers could leave and he stated no because he pays
for the road, which means he owns the road, and therefore they are trespassing. At this point,
Officer Martinson sternly told the complainant he does not own the road and advised him that
it would behoove him to move. The complainant then moved away from in front of the trucks
and the workers drove away. Case clear.
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Real

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
1160 CENTER PLACE 4,000 $5,499,000 4 5 1 66 $5,353,000
415 L AMBIANCE DR Unit#F608 3,220 $6,500,000 3 3 2 0 $6,500,000
1591 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#511 3,130 $4,655,600 2 2 1 0 $4,655,600
1180 BOGEY LN 2,180 $950,000 2 2 0 268 $900,000
4390 EXETER DR Unit#1303 1,152 $549,000 2 2 0 59 $462,500

415 L AMBIANCE DR Unit#F608

JEFF COURTNEY

RHINELANDER [dsas TARANTINO
941-685-3590 e 941-893-7/203

Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

(@) COLDWELL 443F John Ringling Blvd. » Sarasota, FL 34236

S el .

410 MEADOW LARK DRIVE, SARASOTA ¢ $3,895,000 e b e o n e e e

4BR/2.5BA e 3,257 SF

585 GUNWALE LANE » LONGBOAT KEY
3BR /3.5BA e OPEN WATER  $5,995,000

453 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE, SARASOTA e $8,495,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION e 5BR/6BA e 4,500 SF
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Dining in the Hinterlands

Exciting options await in Sarasota dining just outside the City center.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ibknews.com

We have often for no compelling reason followed a road
leading away from our familiar dining scene and looked
around for restaurants that
we don’t know in a new
locale. These excursions into
the “hinterlands”, a German
word meaning an area
behind and some distance
away from a settlement on
the coast or a riverbank,
usually remind us why we
live where we live.

We found ample reason
to search the hinterlands for
worthy substitutes for some
of our favorite dining spots
during the aftermath of the
short but devastating hurricane season in Sarasota, starring
Helene and Milton, which closed storm-damaged restaurants.

Our searches began shortly after we evacuated from a bar-
rier island to higher ground.

The hinterlands around Sarasota tend to be close to the
epicenters of the restaurant districts; steps away, as real-
tors say, from downtown Sarasota and a few blocks from
Sarasota Bay, we discovered the Turmeric Indian Bar and
Grill on 10th Street just east of North Tamiami Trail. The
full bar offers exotic drinks, such as the Turmeric Punch with
Mezcal. The interesting drinks and alternatives such as the

Indian King Fisher beer and an  pemas
Indian Sula Chenin Blanc com- [El
plement a wide variety of tasty
nibbles: Samosa (savory, trian-
gular pastries wrapped in phyllo
sheets, filled with various stuff-
ings, and baked crispy); Pakora
(fried round tidbits of okra,
chopped kale, cheese, whatever);
Naan bread stuffed with onion,
cheese, or other flavors; and,
mango pickles and other condi-
ments and sauces like turmeric
chutneys. Kudos to the web site
developers. The site even has an
elementary guide to six popular
curries  (hteps://www.turmer-
icsarasota.com). We favor the
Tandoori oven roasted Cornish Hen as a main course to share.

Not far east and north on Highway 301, La Brisa Tacos
and Marisco (taqueria and seafood) has a wider broader menu
and more inviting interior than its name suggests. The Al
Pastor and Carnitas tacos deserve special mention, but the
Enchiladas and Chiles Rellenos raise the level above that of a
basic taqueria. Try the difficult-to-find Victoria Beer to tame
spicy Mexican food.

A few miles east off 12th Street and Tuttle, El Patio Latino
Peruvian Cuisine serves lunch specials alongside an extensive
menu of Peruvian dishes. The Pollo a la Brasa (rotisserie
chicken) tends to dominate the lunch menu, though a rich
and savory chicken soup stood out during our visit. The qual-

LONGBOAT KEY ANNA MARIA ISLAND BIRD KEY

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we
make your experience better and easier.

WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU

the home of your dreams

LIDO KEY SIESTA KEY SARASOTA BRADENTON

LARSONG

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

Earl Larson
REALTOR®

Tryla Larson
REALTOR®
MOBILE 941.962.1122
OFFICE  941.383.7591

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE 314.324.1517
OFFICE  941.383.7591

EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

ity of food and service will draw us back to this gem of a niche
in a shopping center.

Not too far north on North Lockwood Ridge Road, the
Tin, Viet & Sushi Bar, next to Detwiler’s market, seems out
of place in its hinterland location. The bar offers both sushi
and beer, wine, and spirits. The wine list has an uncommonly
large number of French wines, say the Paradosso Pinot Noir
Trevenezie, from vineyards in northern Italy. We enjoyed a
glass of this wine with a Bdnh Mi sandwich. Crisp French
bread and spicy fillings made for a tasty sandwich.

Not too long ago, the best of the ethnic restaurants emerged
in city centers. Excursions into the hinterlands are showing
us a wide range of high-quality ethnic dining opportunities
in the hinterlands. We expect to make more excursions into
the hinterlands in our relentless search for new dining experi-
ences.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy the Ribera del Duero in
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in
Severna Park, Maryland.

Longboat 3cu JAcws
Sarasota City Ncws

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200
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HURRICANE DAMAGE?

3 Reasons Why Hurricanes Helene & Milton
Insurance Claims Are Underpaid Or Denied:

Larry Moskowitz has practiced law in Florida for more than 35+ years, beginning
his career as an Assistant State Attorney/Prosecutor in Broward County, FL. He
is an accomplished trial attorney with over 150 jury trials to verdict.

(DY LAW com

LARRY MOSKOWITZ, PA
PROPERTY DAMAGE LAWYERS

Main Office: 400 SE 9th Street Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
Satellite Offices: Ft. Myers & Tampa (by appointment).
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Mes /Ziesthetics
dellness
BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!

e Direct Primary Care

e Weight Management

e Anti-Aging Care

¢ Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600

www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza !
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110 ¥
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo espariol

ROYAL LIGHT HOME CARE
Serving Longboat, Lido & Sarasota

Errands + Meal Prep « Grocery Shopping
Private Care * Appointments » Event Outings
Companionship + Med Reminders
Hospital Sitting «+ Emotional Support
Light Housekeeping * Royal Light Readers

Please call Lashunda or Alicia
941-500-2040
www.RoyalLightHomeCare.com

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN’'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES

* JOHNNY WAS e CHANEL
e HERMES ¢ JIMMY CHOO

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 * Sarasota

BESIDE TRADER JOE'S

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991

Suite 11 _
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

941.702.8159
Steff s St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS e 941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 27 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAIR:::B ﬁ)A(TLEE:sEs'Téﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNCN  941-387-9807

We appreciate your patience and
support while we recover and rebuild
post hurricane! We ARE able to
provide hair/nail services NOW so
please call 941-387-9807.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A

GMD

Fresh Air

and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides

Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront,
and the Gulf Islands

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Invi A
navngatlng the dynamic real es-taée marke

Barbers

LONGBOAT KEY e SARASQ
LAKEWOOD RANCH

LEIGHTON ALLENBY

78 - = 3
~ ! - REALTOR®
/ ¢ 239.537.4563

www.LeightonAllenby. el e

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

e Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

° Massage

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

r ] -
4 ang

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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Damage, from page 1

the cost to rebuild the profile to where it was prior to the storm.

This report came as good news for resident Terry Driver who is concerned that the next
beach renourishment was scheduled for 2029.

“Can we move that date forward? We have no protection or dunes to protect us. Are we left
to fend for ourselves?” asked Driver.

Mopps explained that once the claim is accepted and approved, the town will perform beach
work to repair the damages and buttress the newly formed hotspots of vulnerability. The claims
will also pay to recover or relocate the estimated 60 percent of the beach that was relocated by
the storms.

Another concern addressed by the town is the large tree stumps that were left on the side of
Gulf of Mexico Drive.

Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman informed that the bulk debris cleanup is complete
and the stumps were going to be picked up in the coming days and sign repairs are in progress.

Brownman added that the sidewalks are now getting cleaned and the town is waiting on
insurance claims for damages to its parks.

Planning and Zoning Director Alan Parsons told the commission that the town had exam-
ined 2,700 properties and units since the hurricanes and that about 700 of them had substan-
tial water intrusion. In addition to fast tracking certain permit processes, the town has extended
construction hours to seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Mayor Ken Schneier reported that the gas station on the south end of the island had its
pumps and car wash destroyed by the storms and new pumps and a car spa should be installed
in the coming days.

Schneier ended the discussion on a positive note for residents who live on private roads.
Schneier said the town got approval from FEMA for the town to be reimbursed for picking up
debris on private roads. FEMA will not reimburse residents who paid to remove debris, but the
town and its staff have cleared all the remaining private roads according to Schneier.
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The area’s largest selection
of quality electric bicycles.

We will custom fit you to
your E-bike to match
your riding style.

(941) 531-2453 - www.ebikesandcycles.com

Tax Relief, from page 1

years in the making, provides significant tax benefits to individuals and families recovering
from federally declared disasters. It allows taxpayers to claim disaster-related losses without
itemizing deductions and removes the requirement that losses exceed 10% of adjusted gross
income to qualify.

Rep. Steube emphasized the importance of the bill for his constituents and disaster-affected
communities nationwide.

“More than two years ago, Hurricane lan decimated my district. Due to inaction by
Congress, millions of Americans have missed out on disaster tax deductions typically available
after presidentially declared disasters,” Steube said. “Today, Congress delivered on my promise.
“I applaud the Senate for putting this relief within arms-reach for Floridians — we're talking
about hundreds of millions of dollars in Floridians” pockets thanks to my legislation. I expect
President Biden will recognize the great impact my legislation will have on America’s families
and sign my legislation into law.”

The Federal Disaster Tax Relief Act includes the following provisions:

* Hurricane Relief: Designates Hurricane Ian, along with Hurricanes Idalia, Nicole, Fiona,
Debby, Helene, and Milton, as qualified disaster events for tax relief.

* Wildfire Compensation: Excludes income tax on compensation for expenses or losses due
to qualified wildfire disasters declared after 2014.

* Ohio Train Derailment Relief: Excludes relief payments for losses resulting from the East
Palestine, Ohio, train derailment on February 3, 2023.

* Broad Disaster Coverage: Extends relief to any major disaster occurring within six months
of the President’s signature.

The bill faced numerous challenges before reaching the Senate. Initially passed by the House
on January 31, 2024, as part of a broader tax package, it stalled in the Senate. Rep. Steube
revived the legislation using a rarely invoked discharge petition, successfully gathering 218
signatures to force a vote on May 21, 2024.

The act’s passage in the Senate marks a critical milestone for Steube, who has worked tire-
lessly to secure bipartisan support for the measure.

Since 2021, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has declared over 300
disasters, affecting nearly 90% of the United States. The bill’s provisions will provide relief
to individuals across 47 states who have endured federally declared disasters, offering much-
needed financial relief during the recovery process.

With the legislation now awaiting President Biden’s signature, advocates are optimistic about
its final approval. If signed, the Federal Disaster Tax Relief Act will bring relief to disaster-
affected Americans and serve as a step in addressing the financial burdens of recovery.
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PAINTING CURRENT EVENTS
QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHJONGG CANASTA
SUPREME COURT AMERICAN HISTORY
LITERATURE & POETRY MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS
MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION JAZZ NIGHTS
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Many Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email Admin@tbieducationcenter.org
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS

JUST LISTED

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES ¢ $5,999,000 PLAYERS CLUB e $1,095,000 BEACHPLACE Ill » $799,000

596 YAWL LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL 1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #201 e LONGBOAT KEY, FL 1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #104 « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
5BR/5.5BA ¢ 7,374 SF o 275’ of Seawall ¢ Large lot 3BR/2.5BA e 1,551 SF e Gulf views e Furnished 2BR/2BA ¢ 1,503 SF e Private walk-down
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.
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COUNTRY CLUB SHORES e $2,795,000 FAIRWAY BAY e $675,000 THE MARK e $1,499,000

597 CUTTER LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL 1932 HARBOURSIDE DR., #242 e LONGBOAT KEY, FL 111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1004 e SARASOTA, FL
3BR/2BA ¢ 1,963 SF ¢ 103’ of Waterfront 2BR/2.5BA e 1,192 SF e Bay views 2BR/2.5BA ¢ 1,513 SF e Sleek, modern interior e City views
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.
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COREY’S LANDING e $2,900,000 QUEENS HARBOUR e $1,490,000 WEST OF TRAIL ¢ $2,599,000

3542 MISTLETOE LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL 3605 FAIR OAKS PLACE e LONGBOAT KEY, FL 1886 PROSPECT STREET e SARASOTA, FL
4BR/3.5BA * 3,396 SF  Updated 4BR/3.5BA e 3,713 SF ¢ Corner lot ® Private beach access 4BR/4BA e 3,444 SF e Builtin 2016
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

SUTTON PLACE ¢ $479,000 THE MEADOWS e $479,000 ISLANDER CLUB e $649,000

569 SUTTON PLACE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL 4737 CHANDLERS FORDE #14 ¢ SARASOTA, FL 2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #25N ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2BA ¢ 1,198 SF ¢ Furnished ¢ Gulf to Bay community 2BR+OFFICE /2.5BA ¢ 2,050 SF ¢ Updated 2BR/2BA e 1,235 SF e Furnished e Covered Parking Space
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

BRUCE MYER @

GROUP s
BANKER

OVER $130 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD - JUST IN 2024
TOP 10 COLDWELL BANKER SALES ASSOCIATE - 2023
TOP 1.5% OF ALL REALTORS IN THE NATION

TOP FLORIDA 100 REALTOR - COLDWELL BANKER

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

CHASE MYER (941) 315-5318 BRUCE MYER (941) 376-5311

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such.
The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250 - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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