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: Th&“ﬁrééeﬁt“chirbpﬁdy“syllabus“Which Schnﬂls'attgmpt fo cover
in two years 1s comperable in many ways with the Amerlcan course of
four years, and we belleve that 1t 1s generally ;egognisgd that in
comparisonwith other students who are studying for prmfessiunal_ g
qualificetions, the chiropody student 19'at'present_cqmpellad to sp;n 3

_an unreasonable proportion of time on lectures and practical work whic
makes 1t nearly Impossible to absorb or assimilate most of the
information provlided by the lectures,’ In all Schnnls the practieal
work occuples roughly 50% of the time-table, and thls ddes not allow
sufficient time for lectures, tutorials, tests, study periods,
discussion groups, ete, Recent examination papers tend to Indlcate
that the students are absorbing information at such high pressure
that thev are unable to assimilate 1€,

The hours of work in the Schools are now so long that students
who have to contend with travelling times of an average of forty
minutes 1n each direction are quite unable to proflt by work at home,
and many students report that they are too tired at the end of the
day to do justice to home study.

' The time given at present to the Genéral Sclence subjects
varies from School to School and 1f Physles, Chemistry and Biology
are adequately covered, there 1s a tendency for Anatomy and Physl§Togy
to suffer, and the progress made 1n Theory of Chiropody by the end
of the Pirst Year 1s much curtailed, There 1s a tendency for the
balance between theoretfcal and practical work to be 1ll-adjusted,
and 1n some cases 1little or no practical work 1s possible in the basle
selences, It 1s most desirable that all subjects should have a
theoretical basis with a practical applicatlion so that the gradual
_development and interlocking of the entire tralning whould be obvious
and fully understood by the student, One of the recommendations of:
the Cope Committee Report 1Is that clinlec Pacilities in Medliclne and
Surgery should be available., At present this 1s only possible to a-
veryv 1limited degree as the full implementation will require considerabl
time.,
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 As one of the Important points of the course is to trailn the
students in dlagnosls and in the applicatlon of his own treatments
in relation to this diagnosis it 1s most desirable that sufficient
time should be avallable for the development of judgment and
initilative as well as absorption of factual material,

FIRST YEAR

"

As a broad basls 1t 1s suggested that the Pirst Year be
related mainly to Genéral Sclence with some early notlons on 7
Physlology and Anatomy, Theory and Practical Chiropody should be
taken from the beginning of the course, in order to stimulate and

maintain interest, but 1t 1s suggested that a considerable proportion
of the additlonal time for the General Sclence course should be |
devoted to laboratory work and laboratory demonstrations,

" In the Second Year Physles and Anatomy would be extended. with
particular emphaslis on the practicdal work, and reasonable time could
be given to Pharmacy, Bacterlology, Histology and Pathology, with a
continuation of the Theory and Practice of Chiropody and Thérapeuttcs.

~ It may be possible to complete the Theory of Chiropody and |
Therapeutics at this stage, leaving the Third Year for Medicines and
Surgery, Orthopaedlcs and Dermatology, with discussion groups rather
than formel lectures in Chiropody,

In the Third Year it is hoped that it will be possible to
extend clinical facllitlies 1n General Teaching Hospltals. and to J
obtaln some general 1Information on the interpretation ﬁfjx-ra £11ms
in conjunction with the medical staff of the hospitals, 8

R | ;t 1s suggested that some time should be gilven during the three
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© develop thelr own powsrs of criticism by 3
svudent a ‘particolar project where the student would

- be gecte‘ﬂ o make notes and produce a reasonable note=bhook oén the
existir_lg information relating to thelr special study, and for them,
1f possible, to relate this Information to their practical work in the
p'_]rinic. - It '1s felt that thils would develop the c¢ritical powers and
enable students’ to take part in a later programme of general research
by Chiropodists, |

_ - Slnce the Society of Chiropodlsts agreed to the three years cours
there have been some Very considerable ﬁﬁdificﬁtiﬁ@ﬁ_and_gl#eratiqns
to Netional standards, both educationally and economically, and 1t 1s,
therefore, expedient to discuss at thls stage, whether fhe time is
opportune for the extenslon of the course, The Ministry of Education
has already pointed out that thers will be greater difficulties 1n

the allocatlon of grants to students due, generally, to the change of
Government policy, and the insistence on a géqérglfﬁﬁfrgducting_in_
educatlonal expenditure, It is reasonable toléxPEGt-thg?requivﬂleﬂt_i
cuts will be mede in hosplital expenditure, Any rises In the cost of
Ilving will make 1t increasingly difficult for the parents of the non=
scholarship students to pay the fees of an additional year, and although
1t may be sound polley to inerease the status by Increasing the perilod

of training from two to three years, a number of years must elapse
before We can state that a reasonable proportion of chiropodists in
practice have taken a three years course, and, therefore, the
possibllity of using thils three vears trainling as a direct bargalining
factor 1s not likely to be of great value for some years, It should
be pointed out that the three years coufse was suggésted and agreed be=-
fore thls change of Government pollcy was envisaged, and beforé 1t

was realliséd that there may be lncreases in the cost of 1iving, and
relatively, a higher cost to authoritiss and students alike, -
Undoubtedly, the cost of running Training Schools will fncrease by

at least 50% with the three yeéars course, with s considerable £aTl 1n
Income due to reduced numbers, concurrent With & reduction 1n the
purchasing value of money. It should be reallised that this change
to three years may produce a serious setback to Chiropody 1f some
giﬁiﬁlgﬁii‘ﬁpﬁﬁﬁ:&_l_gﬂgiiyﬁa'a”fllfﬁgeniijt to satisfy the demand gm:" Chiropo=-

sts which canno e touched by ¢t T

HYat costias cratise: ¥y the recognised Schools due to the

It would be well to ‘econsider ERS v tha e <4 :
more appropriate If It came from the propgse ﬁrgggngw%dcmt"be ~
Medical Auxiliaries rather than Something Which 1s 4pitiatea nell for
Schools or the Society, We suzgest furt}gler ﬁ; Jnghtsatad byiithe
of extendlng the course next vyeamn, scusslon on the wisdom

C.E. Kemp
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