
CHANGEMAKERS
They’re not the future. They’re leading now.

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 1 S T

PROGRAM/AD BOOK





























P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  C O L O R S

B O Y  S C O U T  T R O O P  3 5 0



L I F T  E V E R Y

V O I C E  &

S I N G



T H A N K  Y O U  T O

O U R  S P O N S O R S



T H A N K  Y O U  T O

O U R  D O N O R S



I N V O C A T I O N

D R .  E L I J A H  K I N D R E D



M E E T  O U R  H O S T S



D o n t e  C l e a v e s  i s  a  changemaker

Tr a n s f o r m i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  b u s i n e s s

o w n e r s h i p  —  o p e r a t i n g  4  M c D o n a l d ' s

r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

a c r o s s  G r e a t e r  A t l a n t a

B r e a k i n g  b a r r i e r s  a n d  b u i l d i n g  l e g a c y  —

p r o v i n g  t h a t   r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c r e a t e  p a t h w a y s

f o r  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n

Continues to build, inspire, and break barriers — proving
that nothing beats a failure but a TRY.

D O N T E  C L E A V E S



C h a m p i o n i n g  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s

—  t h r o u g h  N S B E  J r. ,  a n d  A C T- S O  t r a n s f o r m i n g

y o u n g  l i v e s

B r e a k i n g  b a r r i e r s  i n  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  t e c h  —

l e v e r a g i n g  h e r  e x p e r t i s e  t o  e l e v a t e  a n d

c r e a t e  s p a c e  f o r  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  v o i c e s

E b o n y  G r a v e s  i s  a  changemaker

Continues to create, advocate, and elevate — proving that
representation heals and creates lasting change for her
community.

E B O N Y  G R A V E S



What is a
Changemaker?



A changemaker is...

An advocate — someone who stands up and fights
for their community, using their voice to demand
justice and create opportunity.

An achiever — someone who pursues their goals
with determination, breaking barriers and proving
that excellence knows no limits.

A  learner — someone who looks toward the future
with vision and purpose, always seeking knowledge
to create a better tomorrow.

A giver — someone who selflessly shares their time,
resources, and compassion to uplift others, believing
that true change begins with generosity and care.

A changemaker is YOU.



W E L C O M E  F R O M

C H A I R M A N
M A R C U S  A .  P A Y N E

I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N



I M P A C T  R E P O R T
C O R T E Z  L .  W A T K I N S

D I R E C T O R  O F  E D U C A T I O N A L

A C T I V I T I E S



W A Y S  W E  T R A N S F O R M

S T U D E N T S  I N T O

C H A N G E M A K E R S

2 0 2 5 - 2 6



BUILDING  A  FRAMEWORK 
FOR  CHANGE

IDENTIFY DEVELOP LEAD

DEFINE THE
PROBLEM

GENERATE
CREATIVE

SOLUTIONS

PRESENT THE
FINAL CONCEPT

BUILDING   TRUST   THROUGH
CONSISTENCY

IDENTITY OPPORTUNITY TRUST



ENGLEWOOD STEM
 DUNBAR—BOWEN—URBAN PREP — ST FRANCIS DE SALES

4 SCHOOLS. 131 STUDENTS. 1 MISSION. END GUN VIOLENCE.

MODELING  PEACE  
THROUGH  ACTION

3RD ANNUAL MLK BASKETBALL
CLASSIC FOR PEACE

INAUGURAL HOOPS CLASSIC

EXPANDING OUR  VISION
BEYOND CHICAGO

20+ ILLINOIS LEADERS. 10 KENYAN STUDENTS. 1 GLOBAL VISION.



CONNECTING TO
PROFESSIONALS

100+ PROFESSIONALS. EVERY PROFESSION. 
EVERY PATH. EVERY POSSIBILITY.

EXPANDING  PARTNERSHIPS

Pre-Freshman Program in Engineering and
Science (PREP)

2023-24

2025-26

2015



OPENING  THE  DOOR 
TO  COLLEGE:

EVERY. SINGLE. SENIOR. GRADUATED.

NATIONAL AVERAGE FOR BLACK
MALE STUDENTS: ~30% OUR STUDENTS: 90%

GRADUATION RATES:



S C H O L A R S H I P

C O M M I T T E E

M A S O N  A .  P O S E Y ,

J O N A T H A N  W H I T E  J R .

&  D R .  J A M I E  E N G E  

E D U C A T I O N A L  A C T I V I T I E S

C O M M I T T E E



2 0 2 6
S C H O L A R S H I P
R E C I P I E N T S



S H I  B O O K E R  W I L L I A M S  

U C H I C A G O  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L :  W O O D L A W N

D O N T E  A N D  K U I A N A  C L E A V E S  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ G o o d  c h a r a c t e r  i s n ’ t  a b o u t  b e i n g

p e r f e c t .  I t ’ s  a b o u t  b e i n g  h o n e s t  a n d

t r e a t i n g  p e o p l e  w i t h  r e s p e c t . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


C H A N D L E R  B R A D Y

T I M O T H Y  C H R I S T I A N  H I G H  S C H O O L

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ M y  g o a l  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  l i t e r a r y  d i v e r s i t y

a n d  r e m i n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  g r e a t n e s s  d o e s

n o t  d e p e n d  o n  f i t t i n g  i n . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


B O B B Y  W A S H I N G T O N

K E N W O O D  A C A D E M Y  H I G H  S C H O O L

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

 “ T r u e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  m e a s u r e d  b y  h o w

w e  s h o w  u p  f o r  o t h e r s  w h e n  t h e y

n e e d  u s  m o s t . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


N A T H A N I E L  A I B A N G B E E

K E N W O O D  A C A D E M Y  H I G H  S C H O O L

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ I  w a n t  m y  e d u c a t i o n  t o  l i f t  m e ,  b u t

I  a l s o  w a n t  i t  t o  l i f t  t h e  p e o p l e

a r o u n d  m e ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


A A R O N  E M M A N U E L

M O U N T  C A R M E L  H I G H  S C H O O L

E D D I E  J O N E S  M E M O R I A L  S C H O L A R S H I P  

“ E d u c a t i o n  i s  i n c o m p l e t e  i f  i t  o n l y

b e n e f i t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t s  t r u e  v a l u e  i s

r e v e a l e d  w h e n  g r o w t h  e x t e n d s  o u t w a r d

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


S A G E  M C R O B E R T S  

W H I T N E Y  M .  Y O U N G  M A G N E T  H I G H  S C H O O L

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ S e r v i c e  b u i l d s  s o c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d

c h a r a c t e r .  V o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r c e s  o n e  t o  a c t

w i t h  s e l f l e s s n e s s  a n d  k i n d n e s s  t o w a r d s  a

c o m m u n i t y . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


D E V I N  S C A T E S

O G D E N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  H I G H  S C H O O L

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ C h a n g e  i s  n e v e r  i n  a n  i n s t a n t .  I t ' s  b u i l t ,

a c t i o n  b y  a c t i o n ,  s t o r y  b y  s t o r y .  M y  v o i c e  i s

j u s t  o n e  a m o n g  t h e  m a n y ,  b u t  t o g e t h e r  w e

c a n  c r e a t e  a  c h o r u s  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  i g n o r e d . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


B R Y C E  B L Y T H E

W H I T N E Y  M .  Y O U N G  M A G N E T  H I G H  S C H O O L

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ I  h o p e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  m y  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,

E n g l e w o o d ‚ — a  p l a c e  t h a t  o f t e n  f a c e s  c u l t u r a l l y

i n s e n s i t i v e  m e d i c a l  c a r e — s o  I  c a n  p r o v i d e

c o m p a s s i o n a t e  t r e a t m e n t ,  a d v o c a t e  f o r  h e a l t h

e q u a l i t y ,  a n d  i n s p i r e  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  y o u n g

p e o p l e  g r o w i n g  u p  t h e r e .

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


Q U R A N  M U H A M M A D
U R B A N  P R E P  A C A D E M Y

P A Y N E  -  G R A H A M  &  H A R D I N G

S C H O L A R S H I P

 “ H e  t a k e s  h i s  w o r k  a n d  h i m s e l f  s e r i o u s l y ,

r e s u l t i n g  i n  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a  h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f

w o r k .  H e  i s  o f  g o o d  c h a r a c t e r ,  h e ’ s  p e r s o n a b l e

a n d  h a s  i n t e g r i t y . ”  — E d u c a t o r

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


A D A M  W I S E M A N

N O R T H W E S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ E d u c a t i o n  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  o n l y  a b o u t

a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t ;  i t  h a s  b e e n  a b o u t  h o w

I  c h o o s e  t o  s h o w  u p  f o r  o t h e r s  w h i l e

n a v i g a t i n g  t h e  a d v e r s i t y  o f  m y  o w n . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


A U R I C E  B L A N T O N  

N A T I O N A L  L O U I S  U N I V E R S I T Y  

 M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

“ I n t e l l i g e n c e  m a y  o p e n  d o o r s ,  b u t

c h a r a c t e r  d e t e r m i n e s  h o w  y o u  l e a d

o n c e  y o u  w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h e m . ”

https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6
https://forms.gle/x5aCoXBYohgw3Wno6


C O M M U N I T Y  A W A R D S  C H A I R ,
I N F I N I T E  H O P E  2 0 2 6  C O - C H A I R

C O M M U N I T Y

A W A R D S  

D E R R I C K  G L A S B Y



2 0 2 6  C O M M U N I T Y

A W A R D S

R E C I P I E N T S



L E G A C Y  O F  H O P E
 A W A R D

 D R .  E U G E N E  R O B I N S O N  J R .

E u g e n e  i s  a  changemaker

C P S ' s  f i r s t  D i r e c t o r  o f  B l a c k  S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s  —  l e a d i n g

i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  c l o s e  g a p s  f o r  o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s

Tw o  d e c a d e s  o f   a d v o c a c y  —  c h a m p i o n i n g  c o l l e g e  a c c e s s ,

a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  e q u i t y  d e s p i t e  c r i t i c i s m



H O P E F U L  M I N D S  

A D V O C A C Y  A W A R D
E L I A N E  T R E A D W E L L  

E l i a n e  Tr e a d w e l l  i s  a  changemaker

B u i l d i n g  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  c e n t e r  B l a c k  w o m e n ' s  h e a l t h  a s

F o u n d e r  a n d  C h e m i s t  o f  R e l e v a n t  L a b o r a t o r i e s  —  u s i n g

S T E M  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  c a r e

E m p o w e r i n g  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  t h r o u g h  m e n t o r s h i p  a n d

e d u c a t i o n  —  t r a n s f o r m i n g  d o u b t  i n t o  b e l i e f



H A R M O N Y  O F  A R T S

A W A R D

T R O Y  O .  P R Y O R

 Tr o y  P r y o r  i s  a  changemaker

A w a r d - w i n n i n g  p r o d u c e r  a m p l i f y i n g  v o i c e s  a c r o s s  f i l m ,

t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n d  d i g i t a l  m e d i a  t h r o u g h  P r y o r  H o l d i n g s  a n d

C r e a t i v e  C y p h e r.

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  S A G - A F T R A  C h i c a g o  a n d  f o u n d e r  o f

t h e  X L  F i l m  F e s t i v a l  —  u s i n g  s t o r y t e l l i n g  t o  u n i t e  a n d

a d v a n c e  i n c l u s i v i t y.



E D U C A T I O N A L  E Q U I T Y
A W A R D

F o u r  d e c a d e s  o f  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  u n d e r s e r v e d  s t u d e n t s

F o u n d e d  U I C ' s  C H A N C E  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r

P o l i c y  a n d  C i v i c  E n g a g e m e n t

D R .  P H Y L L I S  P .  H A Y E S

D r.  H a y e s  i s  a  changemaker



T E C H  T R A I L B L A Z E R  A W A R D

G R E G  B U S H  J R .

G r e g  B u s h  J r.  i s  a  changemaker

C r e a t e d  P h a z e  —  b r i n g i n g  p r o j e c t  m a n a g e m e n t  t o o l s  t o

s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  u n d e r s e r v e d  c o m m u n i t i e s

L e a d i n g  t h e  o n l y  B l a c k - o w n e d  c l o u d  s o l u t i o n  —  p r o v i n g

t e c h n o l o g y  d r i v e s  e q u i t y  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y



H O P E F U L  M I N D S

A D V O C A C Y  A W A R D

M A R Y  P O U N D E R

M a r y  P o u n d e r  i s  a  changemaker

B u i l d i n g  e q u i t a b l e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m s   —  u s i n g  h a r m

r e d u c t i o n  t o  p r e v e n t  o v e r d o s e  a n d  H I V/ H C V  

E m p o w e r i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  f u n d i n g  t h e

C h i c a g o  R a c i a l  J u s t i c e  P o o l e d  F u n d  —  t r a n s f o r m i n g  $ 1 0

M i l l i o n  i n t o  m o v e m e n t s  f o r  j u s t i c e



U N S U N G  H E R O  A W A R D

T I N O  J A C K S O N

T i n o  J a c k s o n  i s  a  changemaker

M e e t i n g  c r i t i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  t h r o u g h  b a c k - t o -

s c h o o l  d r i v e s ,  m e a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  c o a t  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  a n d

r e s o u r c e  t a b l e s

S e r v i n g  q u i e t l y  w i t h o u t  r e c o g n i t i o n  —  b u i l d i n g

c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  b e c o m i n g  a  p i l l a r  o f  c a r e



J A Y L E N  B U R N S

G U A R D I A N  A G A I N S T  G U N

V I O L E N C E  A W A R D

L i v e  Fr e e  I l l i n o i s  i s  a  c h a n g e m a k i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n

M o b i l i z i n g  c o m m u n i t y   t o  e n d  g u n  v i o l e n c e  a n d

i n c a r c e r a t i o n  —  o r g a n i z i n g  t o  d e m a n d  j u s t i c e

E m p o w e r i n g  I l l i n o i s  t h r o u g h  h e a l i n g ,  v o t e r  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,

a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  —  p r o v i n g  f a i t h - b a s e d  o r g a n i z i n g

t r a n s f o r m s  s y s t e m s



E D U C A T I O N A L  A C T I V I T I E S
C O M M I T T E E  &  I N F I N I T E  H O P E

2 0 2 6  C O - C H A I R

C I T Y  S O N S  
B R A D Y  M I D D L E T O N



A R T  A U C T I O N



P A D D L E  R A I S E

F U N D R A I S E R



L E G A C Y  L E A D E R

CREATES & SPONSORS EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS FOR 100+ YOUTH

Create lasting impact with full semester
mentorship programs and educational

initiatives for 100+ youth.

$2500+

O P P O R T U N I T Y  C R E A T O R

COLLEGE VISITS- FOR
2+ STUDENTS

COVERS SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION FEES 

 FUNDS A FULL SEMESTER
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM FOR A

STUDENTS

Open doors to higher education through
college prep courses, application workshops,

and scholarship fees.

$250$500$1000

F O U N D A T I O N  B U I L D E R

PROVIDES  COLLEGE PREP
MATERIALS FOR 5+ STUDENTS

Build the pathway to college with
mentoring sessions and  prep

materials for students.

$100



A  C E N T E R  F O R

Y O U T H

A D V A N C E M E N T

A N D

C O M M U N I T Y

E N R I C H M E N T



Our Goals

REDUCE GUN
VIOLENCE
AMONGST

YOUTH

INCREASE
GRADUATION

RATE OF
TEENS

INCREASE #
OF JOBS FOR

TEENS &
ADULTS

INCREASE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND IMPROVE
QUALITY OF LIFE



We Aim to Provide  

MENTORSHIP & TRAINING 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

CREATIVE & PHYSICAL PROGRAMMING

OPERATIONAL SPACE



For More Information

Thank You!



I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N

T H A N K  Y O U  F R O M

O U R  C H A I R M A N
M A R C U S  A .  P A Y N E



V I C E  C H A I R M A N ,  I D E A L
E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N

B E N E D I C T I O N  
R E V .  J A M E S  F L I N T




