


These two Travel Diaries of Mother Gonzaga Barry were photographed  
and digitised from the originals which are held in the Institute Archives, 
Dublin Ireland.

They are the precious record of an intrepid journey the ten women made 
from Dublin to Melbourne in 1875. In the diaries we are given a window 
into the remarkable relationships they formed within their own little band 
of Loreto Sisters but also as they engaged with the other passengers and 
crew on the S.S.Somersetshire.

The original handwriting can be almost legible to a keen eye in the digitised 
copy, but reading requires patience and imagination. So a transcript  
is provided alongside this resource and at various points along the journey, 
a recording and illustration is provided to bring the encounters to life.
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The Nun’s Cell in Abbotsford

“The cell was 10 by 11 feet, with a crucifix, a holy water font, and a large  
arched window.”



The Nun’s Cell in Abbotsford

“The cell was 10 by 11 feet, with a crucifix, a holy water font, and a large  
arched window.”







Children by the Fire

“One child in a white bed, the other seated in a little chair  
by the bright wood fire.”
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The Singing Classroom

“The Industrial School had rows o desks and children  
happily working and singing.”
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The Welcome at Ballarat Cathedral

“The crowd rushed to see the nuns, with children held up to catch a glimpse.”
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Gold Mines Near the Church

“The gold mines are called ‘claims’ here, working day and night.”
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The Bishop’s Garden

“A beautiful garden with camellias, rosemary borders, and aloe plants.”
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The Orchard Retreat 

“In the orchard there are apple, pear, cherry and gooseberry trees, a bath 
house and a summer house.”
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Te Deum for a Safe Arrival

“The Te Deum was intoned from the altar and taken up by the choir, all standing.”
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The Nun’s First View of  Lake Wendouree

“The view of  Lake Wendouree was stunning, with little boats and boathouses  
along the shore.”



The Nun’s First View of  Lake Wendouree

“The view of  Lake Wendouree was stunning, with little boats and boathouses  
along the shore.”











The Playful Dogs

“Our domestic pets include two splendid dogs, Muff and Darkie,  
who are gentle yet lively.”
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Firewood Discovery 

“We beat it with the poker and 3 large centipedes appeared...  
they were about the length of  a long finger.”
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Snakes in the Countryside

“The sisters of  Mercy, who live a hundred miles from this and are the 
only nuns in the diocese except ourselves, have plenty of  snakes in the  
hot season.”
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