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SPRING CHOIR CONCERT STOPPING TO SMELL THE FLOWERS:

The Thames Centre Community Choir presents its 2026 Spring
Concert Sun, Mar 29, 2pm. “In Nature” will showcase a variety of
songs including vocal & piano solos. Admission is by donation.
Thorndale location to be announced.

KINSMEN FANSHAWE SUGAR BUSH

Saturday & Sundays for the month of March. Fun for the whole
family: tours, horse wagon rides, hot pancakes with pure maple
syrup and more. Reservations can be made at www.kinsmenfan-
shawesugarbush.com.

INGERSOLL 50+ CENTRE EVENTS

BUS TRIP Irish Kitchen Party Mon, Mar 17. Join us for a show of Irish
singers, dancers, fiddlers & story-tellers.

BUS TRIP Women'’s Professional Hockey League Sat, Apr 11.

Las Vegas Style Casino Night Fri, Mar 27, 6-9pm. Come play casino
tables with “funny money” to win raffle prizes. Call 519-485-3869
to register by Mar 20.

Annual Yard Sale Apr 25, 8-12pm. Donations accepted until Apr 11.

EMBRO LEGION BREAKFAST

First Sunday of the month Oct-May. $5 kids, $10 regular, $15 hun-
gry man meal 9-12:30pm, come on out. Support your local Legion
and enjoy a family style meal with your neighbors.

KC AND THE SUNSHINE GIRLS

Coming to Mt Elgin Community Centre Sun, May 3, 2-4pm. Put
on your Boogie Shoes for an afternoon of dance hits of the 70’s &
80’s. This Tribute Show is being hosted by Mt Elgin United Church.
Tickets are $30 and are available by calling Joanne 519-425-1988
or Dawne 519-421-6836.

SUMMER TIME, AND EUROPE IS EASY

Thanks to ISE Ontario, teens can experience 6 European destina-
tions this summer, and show our part of Canada to their exchange
partners. These are the nations which our government tells us
should be our trusted partners in strengthening the economy. It is
a great way to build that relationship by helping teens & families to
better understand other cultures. Contact: www.iseontario.on.ca or
bryasmit@oxford.net for information and more vitally, application
forms.

A Healing and Resource Centre ~ Echoing a Remembrance of
your Magnificence Through Short Story Awakenings & Offerings~
Join me & internationally respected Psychic Medium Kerrilynn
Shellhorn for the Spring Equinox Event Sat, Mar 21, 3-5pm at the
Meditation Hut, 130 Stanley St. S, Thamesford. Tickets $225. This
is an intimate event full of intention setting & readings — if you are
interested, don’t delay - tickets are selling fast!

Guided Meditation Sessions start up again at the Meditation Hut -
Mar 3, 10 & 24, 7-8pm. Cost: $135. To register message Stephanie
Malo on Facebook at Stopping to Smell the Flowers: Extraordinary
Observations of Everyday Life. Instagram @therealstephaniemalo
or email stephaniemalo@hotmail.com. www.stoppingtosmellthe-
flowers.com.

COOKING CONNEXIONS

Cooking Connexions is designed for people living alone in
Thamesford & surrounding area. Together we prepare a nutritious
home style meal. Everyone participates in the preparation, cook-
ing & clean-up. Each participant pays $10 and that gives you a
lovely sit-down meal to enjoy together & enough food left for an-
other meal to take home. This will be a 3 course meal consisting of
soup/salad/appetizer, a main course, followed by a yummy dessert
served with coffee & tea. We meet at Westminster United Church
at 10:30am and are usually all wrapped up by 2pm. If you would
like to participate, please contact Mariette Bardoel 519-533-7515
or mbardoel65@hotmail.com. Your first meal is on us, so come out
and see what we are all about. Our next dates are Mar 12, Apr 16,
May 7, June 18.

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF SINGING!

The Woodstock Choralaires presents “Thank You For The Music”
Sat, Apr 25, 3pm at Knox Presbyterian Church, Woodstock with
Luciano DeCicco, Guest Artist. Tickets $30 (free admission to chil-
dren 12 & under). For tickets contact Wilson & Markle Jewellers,
Woodstock; ticketscene.ca; Choralaire Members; 519-456-5270.

DROP-IN SHUFFLEBOARD

Drop-In shuffleboard at the Auditorium - Ingersoll Memorial Arena
Tues & Thur at 12:30pm. New evening program - Thur at 6:30pm.
Register online using the Pickup Hub app “pickup hub.net”. Equip-
ment (cues) is provided. A great way to have fun & meet new peo-
ple. Contact: Trevor Martin 519-926-0039.

JC Graphics and the Village Voice acknowledge that we are operating on the traditional territory of the Anishinabewaki, Attiwonderonk &
Mississauga First Nations, and we are grateful for the opportunity to conduct business on this land under the London Township, Treaty 6.
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WHICH OF THESE STATEMENTS ARE TRUE?

Sybil Chandler was born in England
O O in 1928. Sybil Chandler was married
at Westminster Church 75 years
A ago. Sybil Chandler died with MAID
in 2025. Sybil Chandler loved trivia.
All of the above... To honour Sybil’'s
love of trivia we would like to invite
you to join us for the Sybil Chandler Memorial Trivia Night Sat,
Mar 7, 7pm. $20 per person. Predetermined teams of eight (8)
are preferred but not necessary, preregistration is required. You
can register by emailing: info@makingconnexions.com or calling
519-285-3212. Get your friends together & come out for an eve-
ning of fun at Westminster United Church Hall, 115 George St,
Thamesford.

ANCE
—— est.1957 ——
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Tanya Buck, RIBO

info@hendersonyost.com 519-283-6614

THORNDALE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Thorndale & Area Horticultural Society’s February meeting speak-
er, Brian Trapp presentation ‘Gardening with Dahlias and Roses’
was informative & accompanied by beautiful photos of his prize
dahlias and roses. He began growing dahlias in 2009, starting with
only 9 plants and now has more than 700 of various varieties of
dahlias, along with many roses in his 8 gardens. He also maintains
a small greenhouse, riverside gardens on his property & floral
patches of sunflowers. Brian Trapp has found that turkey manure
compost from a local supplier in Putnam boosts the growth & flow-
er production for both his dahlias & roses, so that over successive
seasons the flower production increased by more than five times.
He also found that when this poultry compost was applied to his
cannas & roses, their leaves changed to a red colour & deterred
the Japanese Beetles from feeding on them. Growing dahlias is
Trapp’s passion, and he opens his gardens in Dorchester to the
public in August for everyone to come & enjoy his prized beauties.
The next meeting of the Thorndale & Area Horticultural Society is
set for Wed, Mar 11, 7:30pm in the Thorndale Community Cen-
ter, Room 3, with another informative speaker. Lisa Finkbeiner
will give a presentation on “Tricks to Change the Colours of your
Hydrangeas”. The Society
will be celebrating its 30th
anniversary, marked by
their first official meeting
March 28, 1996, with cake,
awards & memories shared
by founding members.
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M. JONES LIMITED

Vacuum Pumping
Septic Tanks
Holding Tanks
Catch Basins

519-461-0956 mjones.ltd@outlook.com

THORNDALE

ALL YOU CAN EAT PANCAKES!

All you can eat Pancake Brunch at Christ Church Lakeside Sun,
Apr 26, 11-2pm. We are serving homemade pancakes, sausages,
quiche, fruit, maple syrup & drinks. Adults $12, children 6-12 $6
and 5 & under free. All proceeds will be shared with Seniors in
Food Crisis.

INGERSOLL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Meets Mar 24, 7:30pm at Ingersoll Seniors Centre, 250 Ingersoll
St. S. Topic: Show Stopping Shrubbery. Presenter: Mike Prong.
Visitors welcome, free. Yearly membership $10.
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For Our Community

Advertise with us.

0 | PANCAKE BREAKFAST

South Nissouri Church
at the corner of Heritage Rd & Oliver Rd., Thorndale.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
7:30-10:30am

Cost $15.00 per person,
children under 10 free

Contact Nancy Fedyk 519-453-5236 or
Scott McKay 519-614-2268
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AFFECTED BY SOMEONE’S ADDICTION?

Nar-Anon groups are a worldwide fellowship for those affected by
someone else’s addiction. We offer our help by sharing our expe-
rience, strength & hope. Helpline 1-800-477-6291. Please contact
your local area or region for specific information regarding group
changes. Some group, area, and regional website information can
be found at https://www.nar-anon.org/other-sites.

WEDNESDAY LADIES BOWLING LEAGUE
Weekly games over 200. Week 17: Michelle Kirwin 325, Janice
Harry 211, Linda Duynisveld 201. Week 18: Linda Robinson 225,
Janice Harry 220. Week 19: Melanie Hance 235, Michelle Kirwin
217, Toni Scaiff 208, Kim Overton 201. Week 20: Michelle Kirwin
248, 217, 254, Janet Scott 239, Karen Aubin 233, Cheryl Jeffery
219, Linda Duynisveld 209, Pam Stewart 206. Week 21: Michelle
Kirwin 294, 210, 209, Melanie Hance 235, Kim Overton 234, Mary
Rooke 202.

TRIVIA NIGHT in INGERSOLL

Are you a Trivia Lover? Do you have friends,
families or coworkers that love to play trivia ® ®
games? The Ingersoll Pipe Band has the A
best entertainment night in April planned for b

you. Come on out to the Ingersoll Pipe Band

Hall April 11, 7pm and enjoy some amazing

trivia rounds created by the trivia gurus Danielle & Ron McMurchy!
Teams can be 2 to 6 in size and each member of a team pays $20.
For that you get treats & a chance to win some great prizes, all the
while having fun & challenging those grey cells. Call 519-878-4494
or text to register your team. Deadline for registration is Mon, Apr
6. This is a fundraiser for the IPB which is planning a major trip to
the Maritimes in 2027 so come on out and support our band.

THAMESFORD FRIENDSHIP CLUB

March comes in like a lion or lamb? March has spring break & a
time change. Friendship Club meets on the 4th Wed: Mar 25. A
catered lunch with dessert will be served at 12 noon in the Beaty
Room at the library. Please let us know you are coming by Mar 18,
call Helen 519-285-2024 or Shirley 519-285-2938. We will have
entertainment after the lunch. Come join us & enjoy! Your contri-
bution remains at $20. Friendship Club invites seniors 55 Plus new
or old from the village & surrounding area.

BROWNSVILLE VILLAGE WIDE YARD SALE

Sat, June 6, 8-1pm. Craft and vendor show. Food truck.

GREAT Sk

oOOTrs W

www.GreatFloors.ca INeersoLL

See Our Website for Monthly Specials!

Tel: 519-425-0428
Fax: 519-425-1714
Cell: 519-630-6649

Email: shane@greatfloors.ca

194253 19th Line
Ingersoll, ON
N5C 3J6
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MONTHLY

GET THE
VILLAGE VOICE
BY EMAIL!

EMBRO-OHIO EXCHANGE CELEBRATES!

Join us Mar 20-22 as the Embro—Ohio Exchange proudly marks
its 50th Anniversary—a weekend celebrating 5 decades of hockey,
friendship & community. The festivities kick off with Opening Cere-
monies on Fri 3pm, welcoming our Ohio guests & setting the stage
for a memorable weekend. Saturday is packed with excitement for
the whole family: - Coaches Game 3pm

* Local vendors throughout the day

* BeaverTails Food Truck on site 11-2pm

* Poutine available at the canteen

Whether you're a longtime Exchange family or new to the tradi-
tion, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. Mar 20-22 at Embro
Arena. For the full weekend schedule, visit embrohockey.com and
look for Ohio Exchange 50th Anniversary details. Come celebrate
the past, present & future of the Embro—Ohio Exchange!

$95/Day-

FOR MORE INFORMATION

519-485-0350

Our Short Term Stays Include:
* Three meals daily

* Furnished suites

» Housekeeping

* 24/7 Response system
» Healthcare monitoring
» Social calender

OXFORD MANOR

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

276 Oxford Street « Ingersoll, ON N5C 2W1

Short Term Stay
Availability

* Upto 30 days in length

» Just for vacation

* Recovery from illness

» Variety of accommodations

*Rates subject to change without notice. Based on single occupancy.
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ALL DRESSED UP 2026 (formerly Gals & Gowns)

Originated by the OPP & Woodstock Police Services and now
hosted by Hi-Way Pentecostal Church in Ingersoll since 2022.
If you are graduating from Grade 8 or going to the High School
Prom or maybe there is an occasion or event that you will need

formal or semi-formal attire. Pur-

chasing clothing for these events w
can be very expensive especially ﬁ L
with inflation on the rise. This event \s

is FREE and we have hundreds of

gently used & new prom dresses,

as well as dresses for those spe-

cial occasions such as a wedding,

mother of the bride, bridesmaids

or any special event. We wel-

come you to come & see if there

is a dress just for you! We have

expanded our selection to include

men’s suits, dress pants, etc. At

present there is a limited supply of

men’s clothing, but we are hoping

soon to have more available. This

FREE event will be held at the In- e
gersoll Services For Seniors Cen-

tre, 250 Ingersoll St. S. Ingersoll on

Fri, Apr 10, 6-9pm & Sat, Apr 11, 9-12pm. We are also looking for
donations of gently used or new dresses, shoes, jewellery and
men’s suits, dress shirts and pants, etc. Donations can be dropped
off at Hi-Way Pentecostal Church Ingersoll, 584118 Beachville Rd,
Ingersoll or call 519-485-0961. www.hiwaypentecostal.ca.

THANK YOU!

Brooksdale Church congregation extends a huge ‘thank you’ to
our community & churches in the surrounding area who so gen-
erously supported & attended our 32nd Annual Pancake Supper.
Because of you & your generous donations, $2,200 has been
delivered to “Oxford Seniors in Food Crisis”. We are so grateful
for living in such a generous & supportive community. Our thanks
goes to everyone who worked so hard to make this another suc-
cessful event.

COMING THIS MARCH TO ITOPA

Ingersoll - are you ready? We've got an incredible lineup of live
entertainment you won’t want to miss!

ONE WAY STREETS Ingersoll’'s own! They're heading to ITOPA and
bringing the energy with them! Support local. June 20.

JODY REID International Healer & Psychic Medium. Join Jody Reid
for two unforgettable evenings of connection, insight, and healing
messages from Spirit. Apr 10 & 11.

BINGO by Daniel Maclvor. Directed by Vix Ledgley. Stage Man-
aged by Adam Tanton. Produced by Rebecca McNall. Five class-
mates. Thirty years later. One unforgettable night. What starts as a
30th high-school reunion quickly becomes something much more.
For some, it's a long-overdue trip home. For others, an obliga-
tion they’d rather avoid. And for a few... they never really left at
all. As the night unfolds, old friendships are rekindled, memories
resurface, and with every drink poured, the lines between past &
present begin to blur. Laughter turns to tension as these once-
close classmates inch closer to confronting the secrets they've
spent decades trying to bury. Raw, funny, and uncomfortably hon-
est, BINGO explores friendship, nostalgia, and the truths we can’t
outrun forever. Mar 6, 7, 8%, 12, 13, 14* & 15*. Evening shows:
7:30pm. Matinees: 2pm (Mar 8, 14 & 15). Tickets: https://www.ito-
pa.ca/buy-tickets or call the box office 519-485-3070. Don’t miss
this reunion — some secrets refuse to stay buried.
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ALZHEIMER SOCIETY SOUTHWEST PARTNERS
Are you concerned about changes in memory? We’re here to help.
The Alzheimer Society Southwest Partners is the local community
agency dedicated to supporting individuals living with dementia
and their care partners. We provide a circle of care through our
programs and services which include dementia education, coun-
selling and support and therapeutic recreation. With offices in
London, St. Thomas and Woodstock, we are truly your partner in
dementia care. For more information visit alzswp.ca or call 1-888-
495-5855.

GRIEF SUPPORT FOR MAID RELATED LOSS

This monthly in-person grief support group for loss related to Medi-
cal Assistance in Dying (MAID) offers a compassionate, safe space
to explore this unique loss. The next meeting is Mar 25, 1-2:30pm
at the Thamesford Library, 165 Dundas St, Thamesford and also
offered 6-7:30pm at the Tillsonburg Library, 1 Library Lane, Tillson-
burg. The group is free of charge & pre-registration is requested.
To register or inquire about an evening group, contact Faye Bre-
kelmans 519-866-3016, faye@compassionategriefsupport.ca.

EMBRO MINOR SOCCER

Please go to embrosoccer.ca to register & follow the link to the
Registration page. Registration remains open until Fri, Mar 20 at
Midnight or until the age group is full. For U9 — there are 3 registra-
tion options. For $100, you can register your child to play once a
week in our house league program in Embro on Tues; or for $100,
you can register your child to play once a week for Embro U9 in the
Inter-County League on Thur. For $150, your U9 player can play
on Tues in the house league program in Embro, and they can play
on Thur for Embro U9 in the Inter-County League. Thursday night
will involve both games in Embro & in other centres like the older
age groups. Any questions with the registration process can be
directed to embrosoccer@gmail.com. Looking forward to seeing
you on the pitch in 2026!

THORNDALE KID’S CHURCH CAMP (formerly VBS)
The week of July 13-17 at Thorndale United Church 9am-noon.
Children - SK to grade 6 are invited to attend. Theme for the week
will be “Rocky Railroad”. We welcome Student Volunteers as Crew
Leaders to help out & will be credited with their volunteer hours.
For further information contact Yvonne Elliott elliottiy@bell.net or
Pam Wilcox pamwilcox@hotmail.com.

TO INGERSOLL, WITH LOVE

The Museum’s newest exhibit, “To Ingersoll, With Love,” offers a
poignant look at the history of local communication. Before the era
of instant messaging & digital footprints, the heartbeat of our town
was captured through the intimate medium of ink & paper. This
exhibit invites visitors to step back in time & immerse themselves
in the private lives of those who walked these streets before us,
viewing letters as tactile connections rather than just simple mes-
sages. Through a carefully curated collection of original letters &
postcards, “To Ingersoll, With Love” uncovers the raw, unfiltered
history of our community and will remain open to the public until
the spring.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
If You want to drink... that's Your business.
If You want to Stop... We can help.
24-Hour Helpline 519-438-1122
email us soberoxfordaa@gmail.com
www.oxfordaa.com

March 2026



&+
Gelebrating in businggg

YEARS —

FORMAN ELEC

Residential * Commercial © Agricultural ¢ Industrial

Master License, Competitive Rates, Quality Workmanship,
A/G, Furnace, Water Heater
& Generator Installations

www.formanelectric.com | St. Marys, ON
519.284.0833 | info@formanelectric.com

$36,800 IN GRANTS AVAILABLE

The Oxford Community Foundation is thrilled to announce the
availability of $536,800 in grant funding from The Maple Leaf Com-
munity Fund to support capital-related initiatives that strengthen
food security programs—initiatives that promote dignity while
building individual & community capacity across Oxford County.
The Maple Leaf Community Fund was established in honour of the
late Harvey & Erma Beaty of Thamesford. Harvey founded Cold
Springs Farm in 1949, guiding its growth from a small family farm
into a significant agri-food enterprise that later became part of Ma-
ple Leaf Foods. Maple Leaf Foods’ rich history spans more than a
century, rooted in the amalgamation of several of Canada’s most
notable food companies. This fund reflects the Beatys’ enduring
legacy & their belief in strong, resilient communities built around
access to nutritious food. The $36,800 in available funding will
support capital-related initiatives for food security programs that
promote dignity & foster long-term community well-being. Grants
are intended to support initiatives aligned with one or more of the
following focus areas:

1. Food Literacy — Supporting access to information, knowledge,
and skills that enable individuals & families to provide healthy food
for themselves (e.g. nutrition education/food safety/meal planning)
2. School & Other Nutrition Programs — Promoting access to healthy
meals through education & direct programming. (e.g. school break-
fast, lunch, or after school programs; nutrition & fitness programs.)
3. Sustainable Initiaives Beyond Conventional Food Bank Models —
Strengthening long-term food security & self-sufficiency (e.g. so-
cial enterprises supporting food security; community gardens; so-
cial profit enterprises offering food-related training for unemployed
individuals, at-risk youth or single parents)

“This funding represents more than a financial contribution—it rep-
resents lives changed & communities strengthened,” said Louise
Wardrop, Executive Director of the Oxford Community Founda-
tion. “Through the Maple Leaf Community Fund, Harvey & Erma
Beaty’s legacy is help-
ing families access
healthy food with digni-
ty, supporting programs
that build skills and
self-sufficiency, and
creating lasting path-
ways to food security
across Oxford County.”
Applications are due by
Fri, Apr 10, 2026. Or-
ganizations can apply
by visiting www.oxford-
communityfoundation.
org or contacting info@
oxfordcommunityfoun-
dation.org.

Erma & Harvey Beaty
Village Voice

Bob & Melanie

Sorensen
Sales Representatives
Owv Difference is Atlitude
Sowing Thowdele & Anew Residents Simee 1942

Sutton Group-Select Realty Inc.,
Brokerage
each office independently owned &
operated

198 King St, Thorndale
Direct 519-857-7795
Office: 519-433-4331

msorensen@sutton.com

Sutton Group Select Realty Inc
Office: 519-433-4331

THORNDALE

DID YOU KNOW?

At JC Graphics we can design

and produce 100’s of different
printed products?

From promotional items to business cards
to sighage, we've got you covered.

C graphics.ca

FREE YOUTH PROGRAM

Free youth program for ages 12-18. 201 Royal Canadian Air Cadet
Squadron: * Participate in survival training exercises * Fly simu-
lators * Learn leadership skills & make lifelong friendships * Join
the squadron pipe & drum band. * Earn community service hours
*All training & uniforms are free of charge. The squadron meets
weekly on Wednesday at the Dorchester Optimist Club, 6:30-9pm.
For more info: email: captain.higgins@outlook.com. http://www.
aircadets.ca/201/
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Thames Centre
Leasing Inc.

Vour utility trailer specialists

519-461-1300

5x8 Landscape Utility Trailer $2975.00 +
5x10 Landscape Utility Trailer $3275.00 +
3500 lbs. axle, 14” 6 ply tires,

2” coupler, spring assists ramp,
Spare tire carrier, 4- 3/8 welded tie downs.

Broil King.

Great Barbecues Every Time

Signet 320
LP $699.00 +
NG $759.00 +
40,000 BTU, 3 burners,
400sq in primary cooking space.
Village Voice
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GCLASSIFIED

LOCAL TAX SPECIALIST
Reasonable Rates. 20+ years of experience.
Wood N Nichols 519-717-7697.
info@woodnnichols.ca

HOUGH SMALL ENGJNES
Sales & Service Most Makes All Work Guaranteed
Since 1985 Free Pick Up & Delivery
519-285-5054 Mike Hough

ROOTING FOR BEETS!

Root crops are the old-fashioned way that families get through
the winter when other vegetables are scarce. As grocery prices
soar due to a massive labour shortage in the American southwest,
we can look for Canadian-grown root crops: beets, carrots, pars-
nips... And while we often think about these as boiled or roasted
sides, why not consider the salads which can be made combining
the first two, or even with arugala. It's available thanks to Oxford
county greenhouses; it’s tart taste goes well with earthy crops; Ox-
ford’s great supply of cheese makes the salad delicious. Several of
Bryan Smith’s acquaintances also like the sound of ‘arugala’ when
you say it aloud. Farmers’ markets and CSAs are great ways to
buy Canadian foods and to eat local produce.

EZAS 5K-10K FARM RUN EVENT

Our 2nd annual 5K-10K Farm Run Event will be held Sat, May
30, with a morning stretch, lunch, photo booth, merchandise, and
a dairy farm tour! Watch our website & social media for updates
on registration, donation, and volunteering opportunities! www.
embrofair.com.

THANK YOU!
Thanks to your generosity, 1,588 Operation Christmas Child shoe-

boxes were collected from the Woodstock / Ingersoll / Thamesford
area! In Canada, there were 458,768 boxes collected, being part
of the 12,205,900 boxes collected worldwide! Thank you for giving
these gifts of love & hope to destitute children.

March 2026



FITNESS AT INGERSOLL 50+ CENTRE

250 Ingersoll St. S. 519-485-3869 ~ info@ingersollseniors.com
Mon 8:30-9pm, Wed 8:30-8pm Tues/Thur/Fri 8:30-4:30pm
FITNESS ROOM Open to all members & equipped with a treadmill,
elliptical, recumbent bike, spin bike, weights & more. If you want to
work out independently, this is the place to do it! A fithess orienta-
tion is needed before the first use. $1/use.

Registered Programs: FUNCTIONAL MOVEMENT Tues 11am. This
class addresses the serious issues of aging independently and
well. Following closely to the guidelines of the “longevity scale”,
the class will address the pillars that help to ensure healthy aging
such as grip strength, sit to stand ability, balance, posture, range of
movement. Each class will include movements to increase perfor-
mance and will build on abilities from the previous week. This class
is low to no impact and should be done within your own personal
fitness level. 8-week session$24/M $48/NM (Mar 10- Apr 28)
PILATES Thurs 11am. Pilates is a fantastic form of low-impact ex-
ercise, focusing on the core & extending from there to work every
part of your body. Simultaneously stretching & strengthening. Pi-
lates is taught as a choreographed flow. At the end of this 45-min-
ute class, you will feel limber, flexible, and energized. All levels are
welcome. 8wk session $24/M $48/NM (Mar 12 — Apr 30)

STROKE RECOVERY, COPD, PARKINSON'S DISEASE FITNESS Tues/
Thur 10:30am. Light to moderate intensity exercise with a focus
on functional movement.

DROP-IN FITNESS CLASSES $3/member, $6/non-member.
PICKLEBALL Mon 9:30am at Trinity United Church. Come out and
try your hand at this popular sport. Drop-in rate $5.

TAI CHI Mon 12:30pm. A gentle exercise practice incorporating
graceful, slow movements to help restore balance, both body and
mind. Can be done standing or seated.

VON SMART Exercise Class Mon & Thur 1:30pm. A safe & effective
exercise and fall prevention program designed specifically for old-
er adults or for those individuals with mobility issues and/or chron-
ic conditions that could benefit from exercise. Designed to assist in
the maintenance of independence and to assist in the prevention
of falls and fall related injuries. This is a free class.

LINE DANCING Beginner Mon 6pm - Improver Mon 7:15pm - Abso-
lute Beginner Wed 10:30am. Contemporary line dances in a fun-
filled class. No partner is needed but please bring along a friend.
TOTAL BODY WORKOUT Mon 9am / Tues 9am. An energetic, fully
standing class set to fun music, focusing on cardio, balance, resis-
tance & flexibility training.

CHAIR YOGA Tues 10am, Thur 10am. A mostly seated class, gentle
yoga poses are used to strengthen and stretch the body.
WALKING CLUB Wed 9am. A very popular exercise group at the
Centre, enjoy a morning walk at various trails/locations. Call to get
exact walking locations (members only).

CHAIR FITNESS Wed 9am. A seated class for those that may have
mobility or balance issues. Don’t let the name fool you! This class
is a gentle yet vigorous workout that includes a warm-up, cardio-
vascular component, cool down and balance, resistance training,
and wraps up with stretch and relaxation exercises.

TOTAL TONING TIME Wed 5:30pm. Get ready to sculpt, sweat &
shine! This full-body workout blends strength moves with a cardio
boost to leave you feeling powerful & energized. With options for
every fitness level, you'll tone and tighten from head to toe while
pushing yourself in all the right ways. You’ll walk out stronger,
more confident, and ready to crush anything that comes your way!
GENTLE YOGA Thur 9am. Poses both standing & on the floor.
STRENGTH & STRETCH Fri 9am. Have fun pumping some weights,
followed by flexibility training and relaxation.

OSTEOFIT Fri 10:30am. A gentler total body workout designed for
those who are concerned or have been diagnosed with osteopo-
rosis. Also suitable for those with osteoarthritis. The class can be
done standing or seated.
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FOOD ADDICTS ANONYMOUS

The only requirement to membership in FA is a desire to stop
eating addictively. No dues, no fees, no weigh-ins. No in person
meetings, visit http://www.foodaddicts.org for zoom. For informa-
tion, call Gayle 226-927-4025.

SWEABURG LIONS ECHRE

Sweaburg & District Lions Euchre (regular progressive) to be held
Sat, Mar 21, at Sweaburg Church (Dodge Line). Doors open at
6:30pm, $10 per person, light refreshments. Everyone welcome.

DRIVE-THRU PORK CHOP BBQ

Join Knox United Church, Embro on Wed, Apr 1, 5-7pm. Meal in-
cludes: 2 Meidema’s smoked boneless pork chops, baked potato,
baked beans, creamy coleslaw, dinner roll, sour cream, apple-
sauce & pie. $26 per meal. Drive thru pickup only at Knox United
Church, Embro. Order deadline Wed, Mar 25. Emailknoxbbqtick-
ets@gmail.com or call or text Sue Van Egdom 519-617-6974.

WHAT’S ON AT THORNDALE LIBRARY

For Young Families: Thorndale Storytime Tues, 10:30am. Join us for
stories, songs, rhymes & fun!

Paper Bag Princess Day Story & Craft Tues, Mar 3, 10:30-11:30am.
“Dare to Be Brave!” inspired by the famous storybook by Robert
Munsch, you will design your very own paper bag princess & take
home story retell props.

For School-Aged (711 years old): Afcerschool Hangout Wed until Mar
24, 4:30pm-5:30pm. Join us for cool crafts, fun games & have a
blast with your friends.

March Break Great Games Party Thur, Mar 17, 11-12:30pm. Try out
our Wii games, or bring your own gaming devices & board games.
For ages 8+ Registration required.

For All Ages: March Break Thursday at the Theatre Thur, Mar 19 11-
1pm. Join us to enjoy a movie on our big screen. Popcorn pro-
vides. For more information or to register, call 519-461-1150 or
email thorndale_staff@middlesex.ca.

LAWRENCE STATION:

The Flagship Erie’s Final Flight returns as a music version. This
local story, written by local playwright, Len Cuthbert was staged
in 2023 by Fridge Door Live Theatre Company and will presented
on the 85th anniversary of the crash, Oct 29-30, 2026. Tickets &
information available at www.OnStageLive.ca.

MANUFACTURED
in Thorndale

\ Ge;rgl Inc.

ill Sheppard.
Jt
636-14935jill@jmsheppard’com™
Roller & Zebra Shades Shutters Vertical Blinds
Drapery Blind Automation

519:
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HARRINGTON HALL FOR RENT

Planning a function or celebration? Why not hold it at Harrington
Hall? Bright, accessible, cheery space. Holds up to 100. Reason-
able rates. Contact Nancy 519-536-0955, or nancyskillings10@
hotmail.com.

COME CELEBRATE YOUR CELTIC ROOTS

“The Paddy Stones” Sat, Mar 7 who will definitely entertain you
with a vast selection of tunes. The Paddy Stones are 2 acous-
tic guitar playing gents who have entertained crowds for years at
highland games, pubs, restaurants & private parties. They play
pub favourites from Ireland, Scotland, the East Coast & Sea Shan-
ties with plenty of song variations. Rick & Dan love to get the audi-
ence involved and ensure that attendees have a great time. At St.
James’ Church, 130 Thames St. S, Ingersoll. 519-485-0385 or call
or text 519-878-4494, stjamesingersoll@gmail.com.

OXFORD TRACTOR SKILL GAMES

Our Board of Directors is already hard at work planning the 2026
Tractor Skill Games, all in support of the Children’s Health Foun-
dation. For the past 4 years, we’ve proudly hosted an annual fami-
ly-friendly fun day, raising funds that go directly to families in need
at London Children’s Hospital. Thanks to our incredible communi-
ty, we’re making a real difference—together. Want to get involved?
There are so many ways: -Compete in the Tractor Skill Games
-Volunteer at the event -Donate as a business or individual -Join a
committee & help behind the scenes. Learn more or get involved:
www.tractorskillgames.ca tractorskillgames@hotmail.com. Don’t
forget to follow us on Facebook & Instagram for updates! Save the
date: Sat, Sept 5, near Ingersoll.

We shop
Insurance
for you.

HOME | AUTO | BUSINESS | FARM

mcfarlanrowlands.com 888-734-8888
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C graphics

140 Dundas St., Thamesford

Friendly Service.
Quality Prints.
Local Convenience.

» Business Cards & Stationery

« Flyers, Brochures, Postcards

« Posters & Banners

» Lawn Signs, Coroplast Displays
+ Custom T-Shirts & Apparel

- Labels, Stickers, Decals

+ Design Support & File Setup

Order Online!

jcgraphics.ca 519-285-3249

Linda@jcgraphics.ca

Hi, we're
McFarlan &
Rowland!
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PROGRAMS AT INGERSOLL 50+ CENTRE
ALZHEIMERS EDUCATION SESSIONS Join us for Dementia Education
Sessions — Mar 19, Apr 23, May 28 & June 25, 2pm. No fees but
please register by 12pm the day before.

WEDNESDAY DINING & SOCIAL Join us the 2nd & 4th Wed (Mar 11 &
25), 5pm, each month for $13. Register by 12pm the day before.
WEDNESDAY BRUNCH Join us on the 1st & 3rd Wed (Mar 4 & 18)
9-11:30am, each month for $10. Register by 12pm the day before.
SKETCHY SENIORS Tues 1-3:30pm. A drop-in session for creative
minds. Bring your project & learn from other like-minded individu-
als. Painting, sketching, storytelling, origami, there are no limits in
this program. Some materials provided.

TIMELINES & TALES (HISTORY) Tues 9:30-11:30am. Dave, Deward
& Brian have an exciting session planned. Join the group to learn
about the Ancient World with a look at the Ancient Civilizations of
the Nile, Tigris-Euphrates, Indus & Yangtze Rivers, Mesoameri-
ca, and Andean America. Discuss the The “Greats of History” like
Constantine, Alexander & Catherine. Delve into the origin & mean-
ing of some of the most well-known myths, legends, and folklore.
CARD & TABLE GAMES See our newsletter for a more detailed
schedule. Bridge (Wed, Fri), Bid Euchre (Mon & Thur), Pepper
(Tues), Bingo (Wed), Mah Jongg (American on Mon, Chinese on
Thur), Mexican Dominoes (Fri), Carpet Bowling (Tues), Billiards
(all week), and Darts (Thur).

WOOD CARVING Mon 1pm. Enjoy carving pictures into wood, cre-
ating beautiful figurines & more. Carvers must provide their own
supplies. Membership is required to use the woodshop.
WOODSHOP We have a well-equipped shop for you to create your
projects from start to finish. A membership and orientation are re-
quired prior to using any of the equipment. $3/day.

ONTARIO ANCESTORS - VIRTUAL MEETING

Please join us Mon, Mar 9, 7pm for Lori Carter’s presentation
“Gone but not Forgotten, Digging Deep into Thoroughly Doc-
umenting Cemeteries”. Lori Carter is a dedicated, self-trained
Cemetery Genealogist hobbyist. She founded the Facebook group
“Cemetery Enthusiasts of Huron County Ontario” to unite individu-
als with a shared goal. This community strives to create memorials
on FindaGrave.com for as many people as possible buried in Hu-
ron County. They not only establish basic but also seek out obitu-
aries & connect individuals to their parents & spouses, regardless
of geographic location. This initiative enriches our shared heritage
by building family connections within & beyond the county. Lori is
always eager to share her knowledge & encourages everyone to
getinvolved. Visit our website at https://oxford.ogs.on.ca to access
the link to join this free presentation. Everyone is welcome.

GOOD FRIDAY CHORAL CONCERT

Apr 3 join the Ingersoll Choral Society on Good Friday evening in
a stirring performance of Pepper Choplin’s cantata, “Come, Touch
the Robe” and other selected works. With orchestral accompani-
ment. Sacred Heart Church, Ingersoll, 8pm. Free will offering will
be received. www.ingersollchoralsociety.ca or visit us on FB.

INGERSOLL GARAGE SALES

Save the date for Ingersoll’s annual town wide yard sales Sat,
June 6!

DEREHAM VENDOR SHOW

Dereham District Lions Club Vendor Show at Mt Elgin Community
Center Mar 29, 10-3pm. $2 admission.

Village Voice
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AL-ANON

Friends, families & adult children suffering from the effects of a
loved one’s drinking find understanding, support & hope at Al-
Anon meetings. There are no dues or fees. Call 24 hours 519-434-
2613. al-anon.alateen.on.ca, al-anon.org

Tues 7pm St. Pauls Church, 56 Thames St. S, Ingersoll.

REUSEPALOOZAHA IS COMING!

This giant free community swap meet returns to the Brownsville
Community Centre Apr 25, 8am to noon. This event is co-spon-
sored by the Township of South-West Oxford and The Oxford Co-
alition for Social Justice. Volunteers are always welcome as are
reusable goods & good people. Among invited guests will be Janet
Ward demonstrating some of her heritage skills which turn old fab-
ric & clothing into warm feet. www.reuseapaloozaha.ca for more
information.

CALI WEEKEND TOWN WIDE YARD SALE

Westminster United Church, Thamesford will be hosting their An-
nual Yard Sale Sat, May 16, 8-1pm. Please consider donating your
gently used stuff. We will be accepting donations of items that are
clean & in good, or repairable, condition Tues, May 12, 10-6pm at
115 George St, Thamesford. To make other arrangements for drop
of you can contact Mariette 519-533-7515. Besides your regular
household goods, we also appreciate the following items: fashion
accessories like jewelry, purses; vintage items; books; reusable
shopping bags.

JC graphics

Since 1980

For that good old-fashioned,
personal service.

S\

The o /]
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« Thorndale +« Embro
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519-285-3249
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Come in store to order!
Day Olds &
Ready to Lays

Miracle Grow
\ i I‘Iant Food

ﬁ‘?’%"‘*
= 599
/500 g
oSe 529
/ea

CAT
CHOW

COUNTRY

MILLS
DOG FOOD

Chicken * Lamb « Salmon

PLILIAR MWW Walkers i Butter

51999, w5
/11 4kg Vg

Made in Saskatchewan

s PURINA|J

Look
fw%%

HOT CHOCOLATE
3149 4/35 Great

/ pkt Selection!

Shorthread Cookies 4 /1509
Oxford 9
from /500 g

FEED &
FARM STORE

Grain Free

HONEY

Liquid Raw or Creamed

enas *9%9. 2510

$12/2kg
334/8kg

flower &

eggie

seens 5/510
EpsoMSAIT S499

Stop in to see our selection
or call ahead to ensure availability.

T I AIT .
SOLD HEREFITF £

JAMS Wide Variety of Flavours

. APPLE $999
"wellesley BUTTER 72, ..

197 King St, Thorndale 519-461-1490 HOURS MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12PM

PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

We meet in person & via Zoom 7-8:30pm on the 1st Wed of the
month except July & Aug at 140 Pine Valley Blvd, London. Every-
one is welcome! Contact: Carl 519-852-4277, carlkelly39@gmail.
com; John 519-365-1599, johnolivei@gmail.com. Visit our Face-
book page at: London Prostate Support Group and www.pcsup-
portgroup.ca.

SCRAPBOOK FUNDRAISER 2026

Hi-Way Pentecostal Church Ingersoll’'s 15th “Crop for a Cause”
Fri, Mar 6, 5pm to midnight, $30 « Sat, Mar 7, 8-8pm, $65. To
attend both days $85. Vendors on site, Silent Auction, Swap &
Sale Table. Door prizes, snacks on Fri, lunch & supper Sat & more!
To register, please visit www.hiwaypentecostal.ca or call 519-485-
0961 for more information. Looking forward to seeing old friends
& making new ones!

crapboOk

TOURISM OXFORD

March Break is the perfect time to explore close to home & make
new memories together. Celebrate the season with sweet maple
experiences, stretch your legs on scenic local trails, or spark cu-
riosity with hands-on, interactive explorations at our museums.
Whether you’re planning for curious little ones or hard-to-impress
tweens, you'll find plenty of ways to play, taste, learn & explore.
Start planning your March Break adventures at www.TourismOx-
ford.ca.

-
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CUCKOO’S NEST CONCERT SEASON

Portage - “Canadian Fiddle Show” - Sun, Mar 1, 7:30pm.

Steafan Hannigan & Saskia Tomkins - Sun, Mar 15

Pressgang Mutiny - Sun, Mar 29

All remaining concerts in our season are being held at the German
Canadian Club, 1 Cove Road, London (lots of free parking).
Portage “Canadian Fiddle Show” Sun, Mar 1, 7:30pm. Portage is a
new “super-group” of fiddlers/multi-instrumentalists/singers from
across Canada bringing you old & new music in a collective artis-
tic adventure. Portage is: Erynn Marshall, Laura Risk, Jean Hew-
son, Alanna Jennish & Anne Lederman. High energy fiddling from
many traditions meets innovative arrangements combining vocals,
guitar, cello, piano, bones, feet & more. The members of Portage
are rooted in Newfoundland & Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, the
Prairies, Appalachia and the West Coast.

Steafan Hannigan & Saskia Tomkins Sun, Mar 15, 7:30pm. An On-
tario-based Irish traditional duo who play traditional music from
Ireland with some spice from around the world thrown in! They
have worked with many of the traditional music greats including,
Martin Carthy and Dave Swarbrick, The Chieftains, Michael Flatly.
Pressgang Mutiny Sun, Mar 29, 7:30pm. Toronto’s Shantymen, a
quartet of dynamic musicians & tall ship sailors, dedicated to trav-
eling the globe to discover shanties - work songs passed down
through the generations, traditionally sung by sailors and whalers,
fishermen & navies, in English (mostly), but also Irish, Scots Gaelic
& French. Each with a rousing chorus & beautiful harmonies. They
have performed extensively at festivals & venues across Canada,
the US & Europe. They were an Official Showcase artist at the
2023 Folk Music Ontario Conference and also have showcased
at Folk Alliance International. Pressgang Mutiny are Richard Kott,
James McKie, Tim Pyron, and Stefan Read. For Information call
519-319-5847 or folk@iandavies.com.

March 2026



DEATH CAFE AT WESTMINSTER

Please join us for coffee, cake & conversation at 115 George St in
Thamesford. It is your opportunity to talk about any aspect regard-
ing death that you’d like to discuss. These conversations open up
taboo topics & enable us to face death with less fear & resistance!
Hope to see you there: Mar 22, 1:30pm.

EZAS RUNNING & WALKING CLUB

Since the end of January, EZAS

Directors have started an evening ’g RUN
running & walking club and want to

open it up to all community mem-

bers to join us! Open to all capabili- WALK,&
ties & ages -- runners, walkers, ev-

eryone! Every Thursday evening,

we meet at Knox United Church parking lot at 7:30pm and go!
We start & end at the same spot. A great way to get some fresh
air, exercise, and social time! We encourage comfortable shoes &

wear bright colours or high-visibility vests/gear. It's so much more
fun when you go with a buddy!

THISTLE THEATRE - AUDITIONS

Thistle Theatre will be holding auditions W
for our fall production of “Joseph & the =
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” June
5, 6-9pm and June 7, 1-6pm. We are look-
ing for singers of all ages, young and old.
Children will be needed for this production.
Please visit www.thistletheatre.com to book
your audition time.

BARGAIN

BUILDING SUPPLIES

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING & MIORE

3066 Osler St,London
519-451-5633 fax:519-451-5162

email: bargainbuildingsupplies@yahoo.ca

il d

Thistle Theatre

= Architectural
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o0%Y o
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OXFORD JR FARMER’S YEAR IN REVIEW

2025 was another busy one for Oxford Country Junior Farmers but
definitely one for the books! The year was a packed schedule of
Junior Farmers’ Association of Ontario (JFAO) provincial events.
Oxford members traveled across the province, competing in Win-
ter Games in Stormont-Glengarry, attending March Conference in
Niagara Falls, Leadership Camp at Camp Kawartha, Autumn Pro-
file in Wentworth-Niagara, and Sing Swing in Huron-Perth. Oxford
hosted the Ambassadors Banquet in Princeton this summer, and
in February, some members of the club organized a bus trip to the
National Farm Machinery Show in Louisville, Kentucky. One awe-
some opportunity of Jr Farmers is the ability to go on an exchange
to another country, which one of our members, Amy Danen, did in
June to Scotland. She spent 3 weeks touring around the country,
staying with different families. In July, we hosted international del-
egates for a week from Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ire-
land, Germany, Switzerland & Austria. These delegates are a part
of young farmer groups in their countries, who tour around Ontario
with each Jr Farmer club for a total of 10 weeks in the summer. We
showed them the best of Oxford while they stayed with us & made
lifelong friendships along the way. Our club also made appear-
ances across the county helping with various events & community
betterment projects, such as Breakfast on the Farm in Innerkip, Ta-
vistock Fall Fair KidZone, mulching the labyrinth at the VON Saku-
ra house in Woodstock, and cleaning up Roth Park in Woodstock.
Back in October, members went door to door “trick-or-canning” in
Embro collecting non-perishable food items for Operation Shar-
ing. Oxford also tries to organize a social each month, with some
this year being a learn to curl afternoon, a games night, bowling,
a Christmas tree burn, and a tour of the Tavistock Hops Farm.
We helped put on the Embro Truck & Tractor Pull again this year,
which was yet another great weekend! This event allows us to give
back to the community, donating over $80,000 to the community
groups that help at the event, as well as local charities, projects &
initiatives in Oxford County! We appreciate the continued support
at the tractor pull & we are honoured to be able to make an impact
& donate so much back to the community year after year. Oxford
JF would like to thank all those people who have supported us this
year, whether it be through attending or volunteering at the Tractor
Pull or donating to our Trick-or-Can drive, thank you! Are you or
someone you know interested in joining Oxford Junior Farmers?
Follow us on either Instagram or Facebook to see when the next
event is & send us a message for more info! Our monthly meetings
are on the 2nd Friday of the month, typically with a social event
every month as well. Anyone from the ages of 15-30 can join, you
do not have to be a farmer! Attention alumni! Looking to stay up
to date with Oxford JF news? Join the alumni email list to receive
the newsletter! Contact Kelly at kellyndebruyn@outlook.com to be
added. Written By: Kelly DeBruyn and Nicole Danen.
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THISTLE THEATRE - MIGHTY MEN OF ZORRA

Tickets for the play “The Mighty Men
of Zorra” are now on sale at www.This- W @ @ ‘W

tle-Theatre.com or 226-785-3353. The
play runs Mar 20-29 at the historic Em-
bro Town Hall. Tickets $25. Showtimes
are: Mar 20, 21, 26, 27 & 28, 7:30pm;
and Mar 22 & 29, 2pm. This is the 3rd
of a series of unique Zorra based plays .
focusing on the how & why a local his- ThlSﬂe Thea'"e
toric event occurred. The production

written by William Butt, leads towards the story of The Mighty Men
of Zorra and their 1893 Tug-o-War victory in Chicago. Many con-
tributing events are uniquely dramatized along the way. Fifteen
local actors are diligently practicing for this upcoming play which
includes music sung & conducted by Daniel VanWinden. Looking
for dinner & a show? For an additional $25 both Saturday night
performances have an optional dinner add-on. Once again, Knox
United Church is hosting a delicious sit-down meal on Sat Mar 21
& 28. Doors open at 5:30pm. You can add these on to your pur-
chase after you select your seats on those specific performance
nights! March 21 is pulled pork, hash-brown casserole & sides.
March 28 is turkey dinner with all the fixin’s.

THE GREATS OF ZORRA- W.H. GREGORY

Submitted by Jim Verwer, Zorra Heritage Committee

W.H. Gregory was a member of first council for the newly incorpo-
rated Township of East Nissouri in 1851. A pioneer who became
a politician, he had the support of all his farm neighbours near &
far when elected. W.H. Gregory became involved in local matters
by helping his constituents incorporate better agricultural practices
when farmland was being cleared from the dense woods that cov-
ered the landscape. As chairman of the one of the first agricultural
societies for East Nissouri, he became well known throughout the
township & was readily elected to council. At that time, in contrast
to Zorra Township’s elections now being held every 4 years, elec-
tions were held every year, and meetings were held in the council-
ors’ homes. Once elected, Councillor Gregory expressed the need
to improve the poor condition of the roads in the township & helped
facilitate the upgrading & paving of the 10th Concession, known
today as Highway 119. This caused taxes to be raised, making
him unpopular at the time, but once the road was upgraded the
benefits became apparent and it was considered a good decision
that council had made. Today Highway 119 continues to be a main
artery in Zorra Township and its history of continual improvements
first initiated by W.H Gregory as one of Zorra’s Greats has been
preserved & made available through the Zorra Heritage Commit-
tee and the Beachville District Museum.

A MOM’S STOP & SWAP

Sat, Mar 28, 9-12pm at Hi-Way Pentecostal Church, 584118
Beachville Rd, Ingersoll. This is how it works... Go through your
closets, dressers, shoe racks, purses, jewelry & makeup boxes...
your children’s closets, dressers, shoe racks, purses, jewelry,
books & toys! Wash it down, clean it up & sort it out by sizes. Then,
bring it together to shop each other’s once loved items. All with-
out spending a dime! This eco-friendly & budget-conscious event
offers a fantastic opportunity to meet new people, find new-to-you
treasures, & contribute to a sustainable community initiative. Plus,
any leftovers will support a great cause, as unclaimed items will be
donated at the end of the event to the Ingersoll Salvation Army to
help send kids to camp! Come swap, shop, & socialize! For more
information, please call 519-485-0961 or office@hiwaypentecos-
tal.ca.

12 Village Voice

THISTLE THEATRE - DRAMARAMA 2026

DRAMARAMA, our summer day camp for young people ages
6-13 (grades 1-8) July 20-31. A 2-week session at Dramarama is
all about developing creativity, self-expression & self-confidence.
Workshops in drama, music, dance, arts & crafts, and theatre pro-
duction take place each morning, with the afternoon spent working
together to collectively create one play. Camps run daily 9-3pm
out of the historic Embro Town Hall, 135 Huron St. The Early Bird
rate of $300 per camper per session ends May 1. We're looking for
volunteers who want the ability to obtain community service hours
while also participating in our programming! Apply to be a Lead-
er-in-Training at Dramarama if you’re transitioning to high school
this fall or currently in grade 9-12. Email our Artistic Director dra-
marama.thistletheatre@gmail.com. Should you have any used-in-
good condition costumes or props that you’d like to donate, please
email dramarama.thistletheatre@gmail.com to arrange for drop off
or pick up.A

“Platiame ool Care

\ _ i |/,
e

-Pool Openings with attention to detail
-Pool & Equipment maintenance
-Pool & Patio Inspections for
first time home buyers!

-No job is too small or too big!

SEAN 519-636-6657

THORNDALE

IN 2026 IT’S YOUR FIX!

Ingersoll Country Music Jamboree meets every other Fri 1-4pm
at Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St S, Ingersoll. Join us, walk ins
welcome. Qualifications: love 1950-70’s country music, perform,
listen, dance, enjoy! Mar 6, 20, Apr 10 & 17, May 1 & 15 & 29,

June 5 & 19
* *
* *
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EZAS WORKSHOPS

Thank you to Mad Mash Brewery for hosting the Beer 101: Ba-
sics of Brewing Workshop - it was a huge hit, and thoroughly en-
joyed by everyone. It even included a beer sample & lunch! A big
thank you to everyone who made the EZAS Galentines Night a
success - Erin Munro (Maybells & Daisies) for our flower arranging
demonstration, Rebecca MacLeod for teaching watercolour paint-
ing, EZAS directors for baked goods & treats, and all participants
for joining in at Knox United Church! We had 40 participants and
the room was full of laughter, camaraderie, and a beautiful scent
of florals! Upcoming workshops:

Build With Clay Mar 28 Knitting & Crochebting Circle Apr 18
Growing Veggies & Herbs Apr 25 Craft & Tea Embroidery May 2
And register for many more at www.embrofair.com!

4-H

4-H members & volunteers have
endless possibilities to ‘Learn to do
by Doing’ with the 4-H program in
Oxford & across the province! The
4-H program is a leadership de-
velopment program for youth ages
6-21 from urban & rural areas learn-
ing about health, environment, tech-
nology, agriculture, science, food,
community & communication in a
hands-on learning atmosphere. Ox-
ford County 4-H Association elect-
ed executive for 2026—Chairper-
son: Melvin Bergsma, Vice: Terri Muir, Treas: Jack Danen, Asst
Treas: Christy Brekelmans, Sec: Shonna Ward, Asst Secretary:
Kirsten Dill. Other roles, Livestock Coordinator: Amy Reinhart,
Oxford Awards & Screening Coordinator: Shonna Ward, Oxford
Assn Rep: Kirsten Dill, Royal Beef Coordinators: Sarah Pletsch
& Terri Muir, Classic Coordinator: Geoff Innes and other Direc-
tors Deb Bailey, Elizabeth Bruce & Michelle McCoy. The Oxford
Beef 4-H Club starts Mar 2, contact oxford4hbeef@gmail.com;
Oxford Swine 4-H Club started Feb 25 with the topic of ‘Biose-
curity & Recordkeeping’, contact Christy ¢c_brekelmans@hotmail.
com; H project, Community 4-H Club starts Apr 29, contact Shon-
na wardshonna@hotmail.com; Oxford Centre 4-H Club contact
tj_hargreaves@yahoo.ca for next 4-H project. The Thamesford
4-H Club started the ‘Breakfast’ 4-H project, Brooksdale 4-H Club
‘Craft’, Oxford Quilting 4-H Club ‘Hoodie’, and Mt Elgin 4-H Club
‘Maple Syrup’ 4-H projects. The Cloverbud 4-H program for youth
ages 6-8 (born in 2017-19) is based on a 3 year curriculum where
there is something different for each of the 3 years a member can
participate in a hands-on learning atmosphere. Oxford 4-H has 2
Cloverbud 4-H Clubs with full registrations for 2026. Oxford 4-H
is hosting a Judging Reason taking session Wed, Mar 4 at Swe-
aburg United Church, 7:30-9pm, pre-register by Mar 1 to ginnes@
xplornet.ca, presenter: Kim DeKlein, open to volunteers & youth,
refreshments provided, volunteer learning opportunity credit. Ox-
ford County 4-H Assoc Special 4-H Class for 2026— Piece of art,
featuring green. Entries can be done at all Oxford County Fairs—
Embro, Tavistock, Woodstock, Drumbo, Tillsonburg. Prizes 1st
$15, 2nd $12, 3rd $10, 4th $8, 5th $5. There are lots of opportu-
nities for youth ages 9-21 to become involved with 4-H to ‘learn to
do by doing’ at home & in-person. Are you beyond the age to be
involved as a member—become a 4-H volunteer! Volunteers also
‘learn to do by doing’ by being involved in the 4-H program. Con-
tact oxfordcounty4h@gmail.com to find out more & how you can
become involved with a great youth development program in your
community. Also check the Oxford County 4-H Facebook page or
website link https://4-hontario.ca/association/oxford-4-h-associa-
tion/ for information.

CANADA
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THE COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR

Thanks to the many team members who joined The Oxford Coali-
tion for Social Justice, and to the many teams which walked on the
Coldest Night of the Year to help raise money for Operation Shar-
ing. This will help the homeless find overnight emergency shelter
and a path off the streets. Bryan Smith was glad of the company
and proud of your commitment.

EZAS ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE

On Jan 26, the Embro & Zorra Agricultural Society hosted their
Annual Meeting with over 45 in attendance. The evening started
off with a delicious meal provided by Village Catering & Deli, fol-
lowed by an interesting Community Organization Panel of guest
speakers - Glenn Ross from Thamesford Lions, Geoff Innes from
Zorra Caledonian Society, Marian Sterk from Oxford 4-H Associ-
ation, and Julie DeBruyn from Oxford Junior Farmers. Our Senior
Ambassador Hailey Lupton shared greetings with everyone about
her experience thus far and the upcoming opportunities coming
her way through her ambassadorship. OAAS Provincial Director
Mona Eichmann gave a great update as well, coming all the way
from Ottawa for our meeting! President Mark Zammit gave up-
dates on the past year & year ahead, Vice President Kim Jakeman
shared Homecraft updates, and our new Social Media Coordinator
Cassandra Baker shared the impressive statistics from our social
media platforms! We also had an update from Anne Innes about
the 40th Anniversary of the Pumpkin Prince & Princess Compe-
tition, even toting along a scrapbook full of pictures - 40 years of
pumpkin winners! Thank you for your dedication to youth & agri-
culture Anne, we truly appreciate you! We then had the pleasure
of presenting (and surprising!) our OAAS Meritorious Community
Service Award Winner to Michelle Hutchison -- someone who not
only has 2 university degrees in Agriculture & Veterinary Medi-
cine, married, mother of 4, working as a small animal veterinarian,
owned & operated a dairy farm and cash crop operation, school
volleyball coach, made a difference in the name of animal welfare
by protecting turtles in Galapagos Islands with her son, and pen-
guins off the coast of South Africa with her daughter, she took night
courses to become fluent in sign language to become an interpret-
er in her own church & churches in the area, involved in 4-H and
school activities, and made significant contributions to the EZAS
on top of all that - chairing the Horse Show, running beach volley-
ball tournaments, Musical Ride, Constitution, volunteering for set-
up, take-down and every dinner theatre we had, and was an excel-
lent Canteen facilitator -- she not only did the job, but the job was
always done well with excellence & efficiency! If you see Michelle
out and about, please give this humble wonderful human being a
big pat on the back, she truly embodies what it means to be a vol-
unteer & make a difference in your community. We also would like
to recognize Jacob Fowler - recipient of the OAAS Youth Vounteer
Award - Jacob could always be counted on to be volunteering with
the Fair and our other events from start to finish, and then some.
Never shy of hard work, effort, and all while doing it with a smile - it
is truly encouraging to see what someone of such a young age can
already accomplish. He was always a joy to work alongside, made
any job fun and always brought exciting and interesting new ideas
to the table. Thank you Jacob for all you contribute to your commu-
nity, your efforts are grand & they do not go unnoticed! We are ex-
cited to announce that we also have 3 new directors joining us on
the 2026 Board: Hannah George, Carly Brintnell, and Cassandra
Baker. And renewing director terms: Mark Zammit, Kim Jakeman,
Chantel van Lith, Eric Nicholls, Rebecca MacLeod, Katelyn Sykes,
Mary MacCormack, Jess Nicholson, Jaclyn Turpin, Emily Bertens,
and Nicole Barnett. Please check www.embrofair.com or social
media platforms for exciting updates & upcoming events you won’t
want to miss!
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THISTLE THEATRE - AGM

Thistle Theatre’s annual general meeting is Sat, Mar 7, at the Em-
bro Legion, 128 Huron St. Come join us for a fun family event,
delicious meal & quick meeting followed by special entertainment.
Doors open at 6:30pm. Entertainment for the evening will be
provided by The Gee Gees. Catering is provided by the Rose &
Daffodil. RSVP to infothistletheatre@gmail.com or visit www.this-
tle-theatre.com to sign up. Tickets $35 — includes your meal & your
membership for 2026. Payable in cash or cheque at the door, or
by e-transfer a minimum of 2 days before the event. E-transfers
should be sent to thistletheatretreasurer@gmail.com. Can’t make
the annual meeting and still want to be a member? Renewals and
new memberships can be paid by email, cash or cheque. It can be
mailed or dropped off at Workshop Supply in Embro.

OXFORD CTY DIABETES EDUCATION

Are you looking for support with your diabetes? Our team of Reg-
istered Nurses, Registered Dietitians & a Social Worker are here
to support YOUR goals. We can help with medication adjustments,
lifestyle & diet changes, stress management, weight reduction
strategies & more. Appointments are available at Alexandra Hospi-
tal Ingersoll & Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital and by phone.
SELF REFERRALS ARE WELCOME. Please call 519-485-9611
to book an appointment. Let’'s work together!

GEMS & JAVA... A Fundraiser That Changes Lives in Ethiopia
Hearts for Ethiopia is a volunteer driven organization in Oxford
County that raises funds to support projects in Ethiopia for women,
children & families living in extreme poverty. Life-changing projects
are made possible through the financial support of our community.
The organization has no office, no staff & very few expenses so
your donations are maximized to change lives in Ethiopia. Gems
& Java is the major fundraising event for the organization and will
take place Sat, Apr 18, 1:30-4:30pm in Woodstock. Tickets are
on sale at www.heartsforethiopia.com. Early bird tickets are $60
until Mar 21. Mar 22, tickets are $65. Tables of 8 are $460. Tickets
can also be purchased by emailing hmckinnon15@gmail.com or
call 519-535-9535. A silent auction, Ethiopian Marketplace, Bags
& Baubles Boutique (gently used jewellery, purses & scarves),
live jazz band, delicious finger foods & coffee and a presentation
about the needs in Ethiopia and the work being done through
funds raised make Gems & Java an enjoyable & meaningful event
to attend. We need your help - gently used costume jewellery &
purses. Please take a few minutes to look through your cupboards
& drawers and donate what you are not using to help the women &
children living in extreme poverty in Ethiopia. For locations accept-
ing jewellery & purses, or to arrange a pick-up of your donation,
please visit our website, send an email to info@heartsforethiopia.
com or call 519-532-2089.

BEACHVILLE COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE

Sat, May 23, 8am-noon. Mark your calendars. Time to spring clean
& sell your unwanted treasures.

WESTERN ONTARIO DRAMA LEAGUE 2026
Thistle Theatre is hosting the Western Ontario Drama League
Mini-fest 2026 Aug 7 & 8. The play this year is “Jersey” by Brad
Fortman. Join us for the weekend & see how very differently the-
atre groups can interpret this one act play. If you'd like to volunteer
for this really fun weekend please contact lyndapillon281@gmail.
com. We’d love to have you.
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Mike’s
Custom Jewellery

Now in our 2nd generation!

Alex Feuerstein

Owner / Operator

o Mike’s Custom Jewellery
519-280-6822

INGERSOLL MEDITATION

$10 donation, Wed 6:30-8pm. No experience necessary. Just
come, get comfortable & listen as the meditation guides you into
relaxation & ease. Join “Ingersoll Meditation Group” on Facebook
to get all the info & address or call 519-485-0629.

SACRED HEART PARISH EUCHRE

We invite everyone to join us for a euchre afternoon. It will be held
in Henderson Hall, 133 John St, Ingersoll. Tues, Mar 3, 17, 31 start

at 1pm. Refreshments provided.
v
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NATURE CLUB

DESTINATION ANTARCTICA Wed, Mar 11, 7-8pm with Richard Skev-
ington, a life-long naturalist & member of the Woodstock Field
Naturalists’ Club. This free presentation is at the Ingersoll Public
Library Program Room. Richard will join us to present an engaging
talk & slideshow on his recent travels to Antarctica. He weaves a
compelling & enlightening story that you won’t want to miss. For
more information contact Sheila 519-485-2645.

COULTER CONSERVATION AREA & MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL Sat, Mar
14. Please join us at 9am at the Municipal Parking lot behind the
Ingersoll Arena to carpool to the Springwater Conservation area
near Aylmer where we will enjoy pancakes & maple syrup before
continuing to the nearby Archie Coulter Conservation Area at
46900 Brouwer’s Line,which is a new location for our Club. This
area stretches 133 acres along the west branch of Catfish Creek
with an easily walkable 4.2 km trail, providing a window into our
beautiful Carolinian Zone. On the way back to Ingersoll a stop at
the Aylmer viewing stand to watch migrating swans & geese is an
option for those interested. For more information contact Meg 519-
485-4220 and www.ingersollnatureclub.com.

EZAS SPECIAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

A Special Meeting of the Embro & Zorra Agricultural Society mem-
bership will be held virtually Apr 22, 7:30pm. This is to review the
current constitution for updates & changes. If you wish to attend
the meeting, please email embroagsociety@gmail.com or call Ni-
cole 519-533-2208 to receive a link to join. The constitution up for
review will be available on our website soon, and is also available
via email upon request.
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St George’s On-The-Wye

Anglican Church

172 King St., Thorndale. Look for us on Facebook!
Joinus at 11 am!

Rev. Quenton Little, quenton_little@outlook.com,
226-237-4298

South Nissouri Presbyterian Church
Service 10am

17358 Oliver Rd at Heritage, Thorndale
Contact: Doug Hill 519-461-0906

Thorndale United Church

Pastor Pam Wilcox

245 King Street  www.tzuc.ca
Tues Bible Study 7-9pm

Wed Youth Group 5:30-7:30pm
Thur Choir Practice 8:15-9:15pm

519-609-6132

Mar 7  Trivia Night

Mar8  Coffee Hour 10am.
Foodbank Donations Please!

Mar 10 UCW World Day Of Prayer Service 10am.
Coffee 9:30 am.

Mar 21  Freezer Meal Prep day 9am.
Pre-registration at lighthouse@tzuc.ca

Mar 29 Palm Sunday 11am.

Banner United Church

www.bannerunitedchurch.com
602800 Road 60 at Line 15, Zorra Twp.

Trubh Community Church s19-285-2112
154978 15th Line, Thamesford, truthcommunitychurch.ca
Pastor Steve Twinem, tccthamesford@gmail.com

Chalmers United Church kintore
kintorechurch.com

Rev. Pirie Mitchell 519-639-0978, pirieminister@gmail.com
SUN Services 10:30am.

MON Kintore Knitting & More 9:30-11am. Everyone welcomed.

Easb Nissouri Union Church 519-709-0282
Corner of Rd 96 & Line 15, Uniondale Pastor Gail Kavelman
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UTRCA 2026 CONSERVATION AWARDS

The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority (UTRCA) is
proud to announce the recipients of its 2026 Conservation Awards,
recognizing exceptional contributions to community engagement
& environmental stewardship. This year’s Outstanding Resident
Award was presented posthumously to Diane Irving to honour
her many years of volunteer service & commitment to supporting
community events. For nearly 20 years, Diane was a familiar &
welcoming presence at the UTRCA's Children’s Water Festivals,
Celebrating Community Connection events, litter clean-ups, and
much more. Known for her warm smile & generous spirit, she went
above & beyond — sewing costumes, mending activity materials,
and ensuring every detail was ready to help create memorable ex-
periences for the children. “She made connections, brought posi-
tive energy, and carried a quiet joy in everything she did. Whether
she was volunteering in classrooms, leading community initiatives,
or supporting environmental programs, she believed deeply in be-
ing part of something bigger than herself,” shared Linda Smith,
daughter of Diane Irving and Community Partnerships Special-
ist with the UTRCA. “All of Diane’s efforts, all her activities, and
her wonderful spirit will continue to be felt at our future events,”
said Teresa Hollingsworth, Manager, Community and Corporate
Services, UTRCA. The Kayla Berger Stewardship Award was pre-
sented to Bill and Cecilia Davies in recognition of their decades
of tree planting through the UTRCA's Tree Planting on Private
Lands program. The Davies have purchased trees for their rural
property nearly every year since 1987, missing only one spring
planting season. They like to plant the trees themselves, contrib-
uting to local reforestation efforts, creating habitat, and supporting
watershed health. “Over the years, Bill and Cecilia have planted
more than 4,500 trees on their property,” said Brenda Gallagher,
UTRCA's Forestry Technician. “Through their hard work & dedi-
cation, they have left a legacy for future generations.” “Planting
trees is like therapy. You plant them, and then you see them leaf
out, and they grow. And then 30 or 40 years later, you have this
magnificent tree on your property. | think it's been good for us,”
shared Bill Davies. The Conservation Awards were presented at
the UTRCA’s Annual General Meeting Feb 24, 2026, at the Wa-
tershed Conservation Centre. Short tribute videos highlighting the
award recipients’ contributions were shown at the meeting and are
available online.

-]
UPPER THAMES RIVER

THEATRE TILLSONBURG

Auditions for our next heartfelt & hilarious production are Mon, Mar
2, 7pm & Tues, Mar 3, 7pm. www.theatretillsonburg.com.

VILLAGE VOIGES
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SUN \V [@] | TUES WED THUR FRI S AT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
* Kinsmen Fanshawe + Air Cadets, * Kinsmen Fanshawe
Sugar Bush * Functional Dorchester + Pilates, Ing 50+ Sugar Bush
Movement, Ing 50+ + Crop for a Cause
* Cuckoo’s Nest *Brunch, Ingersoll 50+ + Crop for a Cause
concert, London * Bingo, ITOPA
* Prostate Cancer * Bingo, ITOPA
* Brunch, Embro Support group + Osteofit, Ing 50+
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
+*Cooking Connexions, * Nature Club hike
* Bingo, ITOPA * Ont. Ancestors + Chair Yoga, * Destination Thamesford * Bingo, ITOPA
Ingersoll 50+ Antarctica, Ing library * Bingo, ITOPA
DAYLIGHT + Chair Fitness, * Bingo, ITOPA « Total Body Workout,
SAUING * Al-Anon, Ingersoll | Ingersoll 50+ Ingersoll 50+ + Kinsmen Fanshawe
TIME * Thorndale * VON Exercise, Sugar Bush
BEGIS Horticulture Ingersoll 50+
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
* Kinsmen Fanshawe * Irish Kitchen Party
Sugar Bush + Air Cadets, * Alzheimer education, |+ Mighty Men of Zorra |+ Mighty Men of Zorra
+ Line Dancing, Dorchester Ingersoll 50+ + Equinox event,
+ Cuckoo’s Nest Ingersoll 50+ Stopping to...
concert, London + Embro Ohio
Exchange Hockey
DEADLINE
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
+ Mighty Men of Zorra
* Mighty Men of Zorra *Timelines & Tales, |+ Thamesford * Mighty Men of Zorra |+ Casino Night,
+ Tai Chi, Ing 50+ Ingersoll 50+ Friendship Club Ingersoll 50+ + Building w/Clay
* Death Cafe, Thmsfd * Gentle Yoga, Workshop, Embro
* MAID Grief Support | Ingersoll 50+ + Mighty Men of Zorra
* Mom’s Stop & Swap
+ Meditation, Ingersoll
29 30 31 APRILA1 2 3 4
* Kinsmen Fanshawe
Sugar Bush  Pickleball, Ing 50+ | Functional + Total Toning, * Pilates, Ing 50+ + Choral concert
« Cuckoo’s Nest Movement, Ing 50+ | Ingersoll 50+ —
concert, London + VON Exercise,
* Spring Choir concert| Ingersoll 50+ * Al-Anon, Ingersoll
* Mighty Men of Zorra
cooD
FRIDAY
ELGJE BUS LINES LIMITED
TIPPING COMPUTER 519-4611227
CONSULT|NQ' Transporting Students Safely JC G«BAPHICS o VILLAG-E VOICE
Paul Tipping 519-636-0478 °19-285-3249

wwwbipping.ca
Compuber Repair & Service

519-535-8335 www.sherlynnmeadows.com
Life Skills Through Horse Sense

The Village Voice is published as a community service by JC Graphics. Any opinions expressed are those of the author & not necessarily the opinion of the publisher.
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