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The City of Sarasota is facing a 
defining moment. After nearly 18 
months of leadership instability, a 
fired search firm, and a carousel 
of interim administrators, the City 
Commission will meet in a high-
stakes special session this Monday, 
Feb. 10, to select the finalists for its 
next City Manager.

The pressure is palpable. With 
Interim City Manager Dave 
Bullock—the second temporary 
leader to hold the post since 2024—
set to resign on March 6 for a long-
delayed retirement, the city is racing 

City Commission to Name 
Finalists for City Manager 
Amidst “Revolving Door” 

against the clock. Failure to secure 
a permanent executive could force 
the appointment of a third interim 
manager, prolonging a chapter of 
uncertainty that has plagued City 
Hall since the controversial exit of 
former manager Marlon Brown.

The Monday Showdown: 
Whittling 36 to Six

At 10 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 
10, Commissioners will attempt a 
daunting logistical feat: cutting a 
field of 36 semi-finalists down to a 
shortlist of just six.

Mayor Debbie Trice has expressed 
urgent concern over the process, 
fearing a chaotic vote or, worse, the 

selection of a candidate who can-
not pass vetting. In emails to City 
Auditor and Clerk Shayla Griggs 
and City Attorney Joe Polzak ear-
lier this week, Trice pushed for clar-
ity on background checks before a 
final vote is cast.

“I would hate to vote on our 
final choice only to have that per-
son ‘fail’ the background check,” 
Trice wrote in an email on Feb. 2. 
“I doubt the second-choice would 
happily accept a subsequent offer 
from us knowing they were not our 
preferred candidate.”

Griggs confirmed that the 
city’s consultant, Sumter Local 
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Longboat 
Key to 
unveil Canal 
Strategy 
at Critical 
Town Hall 
Meeting

See Canals, page 2
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Fresh, white sand began pouring onto the Sarasota shoreline this week, 
marking the visible start of a massive dual-purpose infrastructure project 
that is as much about diplomacy as it is about geology.

Dredging and sand pumping work to renourish Lido Key is moving forward rapidly. This fully Federally-funded effort includes the dredging of New 
Pass and the beneficial placement of approximately 300,000 cubic yards of sand along 1.2 miles of Sarasota’s shoreline.

According to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the project remains on schedule and is anticipated to be complete by early April, just before 
the start of sea turtle nesting season.

“A key advantage of this effort is efficiency. By pairing needed navigation dredging with shoreline renourishment, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is 
effectively accomplishing two proj-
ects at the cost of one, maximizing 
value for taxpayers while support-
ing coastal resilience,” USACE said 
in its latest update.

The “Shared Sand” 
Agreement

While the sight of industrial 
pipes on the beach is familiar to 
locals, few realize that the sand 
flowing out of them is the subject 
of a unique “time-share” arrange-
ment between neighbors.

New Pass, the shifting inlet 
that separates the southern tip of 
Longboat Key from the northern 
tip of Lido Key, is a shared resource. 
Historically, battles over who gets 
the precious dredged sand—which 
is essential for fighting erosion—
have been contentious.

To settle the tug-of-war, the 
Town of Longboat Key and the City of Sarasota operate under a cooperative sand-sharing agreement with the Army Corps. The arrangement is simple 
but strict: the sand is alternated.

In this current cycle, the “beneficial use” of the dredged material belongs to the City of Sarasota, meaning the pipelines are running south to renourish 
Lido Key. When the pass requires dredging again—typically in a 3-to-5-year cycle—the pipelines will likely run north, delivering the sand to the beaches 
of Longboat Key.

This alternating schedule ensures that both barrier islands benefit from the inlet’s natural sand-trapping rhythms without competing for the same grain 
of sediment.

New Life for New Pass: Dredges Pump Sand 
to Sarasota in Historic “Alternating” Deal

Failure to secure a permanent executive could force the 
appointment of a third interim manager, prolonging a 
chapter of uncertainty that has plagued City Hall since 
the controversial exit of former manager Marlon Brown.

For the first time in 
nearly two decades, the 
Town of Longboat Key 
is moving toward a com-
prehensive solution for 
its clogging arteries—the 
81 miles of canals and 
waterways that define the 
island’s character and 
property values.

After years of debate, stalled 
starts, and deteriorating naviga-
tional depths, Town officials and 
consultants from First Line Coastal 
will present the final details of the 
Canal Navigational Maintenance 
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL!        510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Program at a series of high-stakes informational meetings starting this Wednesday.
Residents are urged to attend to learn how the proposed “cut and fill” dredging strategy and a 

new 80/20 funding model will impact their property taxes. The meetings will be held at Town 
Hall on Feb. 12 and Feb. 19, with sessions available at 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. on both days.

A “Cut and Fill” Approach to Restoration
The centerpiece of the technical presentation is expected to be the “cut and fill” strategy 

developed by First Line Coastal. This engineering approach is designed to be both fiscally 
responsible and environmentally sound.

The plan involves surgically “cutting” (dredging) accumulated sediment from shoaled canals 
to restore safe navigable depths. Rather than treating this material solely as waste, the program 
aims to “fill” or beneficially reuse compatible sediment where possible to bolster shoreline resil-
ience or restore environmental features, a hallmark of modern coastal management.

This method marks a shift from the piecemeal dredging of the past. The new program 
promises a town-wide baseline dredge to “reset” the canals, followed by a routine maintenance 
schedule that prevents the waterways from returning to their current state of neglect.

The Price of Navigability: The 80/20 Split
Perhaps the most anticipated topic of discussion is the price tag. The Town Commission 

has tentatively backed a funding model that attempts to balance fairness with the reality that 
waterfront living comes with premium costs.

First Line Coastal’s recommendation outlines an 80/20 cost-sharing split:
• 20% Ad Valorem (Town-wide): Because healthy waterways support property values, drain-

age, and the island’s overall brand, 20% of the program’s cost would be funded by a general 
property tax paid by all Longboat Key property owners.

• 80% Non-Ad Valorem (Direct Beneficiaries): The bulk of the funding would come from 
a specific assessment on properties that have direct access to the water.

To ensure equity, the assessment uses Equivalent Benefit Units (EBUs). A standard single-
family home with a canal-front dock might represent 1 EBU, estimated to cost approximately 
$640 annually for the first five years. Commercial marinas or larger multi-family complexes 
with more intensive use would be assigned higher EBU counts, scaling their contribution 
accordingly.

Interactive Map & Transparency
In a move to provide total transparency before the final vote, the Town has launched a digi-

tal tool for residents. By visiting https://firstlinecoastal.com/lbkwaterwaysprogram/, property 
owners can access an interactive map.

Residents can enter their specific address into the portal to see:
See Canals, page 3
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18 South Blvd. of the Presidents
St. Armands Circle
(941) 388-6402

Come Find Your Joy...

  Town of Longboat Key 
           ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS 
The Town of Longboat Key is accepting applications 
for appointment to the following board and committee: 

Planning and Zoning Board 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Citizen 

Advisory Committee 
 

All applications must be submitted to the Office of the 
Town Clerk by 12:00 p.m. on February 20, 2026. All 
applicants must be registered voters of the Town of 
Longboat Key. Late applications will be held for one year 
for any future board/committee vacancies that may arise.  

All members of the Planning and Zoning Board are 
required to file a financial disclosure form within 30 days 
after appointment and annually thereafter for the duration 
of the appointment as required by Florida Statutes Chapter 
112. 

The Town Commission may schedule a Meet and Greet 
with applicants at a later date. Please call the Office of the 
Town Clerk at 941-316-1999 for an application or for any 
questions. Completed applications may be submitted to: 

Town of Longboat Key – Office of the Town Clerk 
501 Bay Isles Road   

Longboat Key, FL 34228 

Stephanie Garcia, Deputy Town Clerk II 
Published:  01-30-2026, 02-06-2026 

Live in Your Home’s Best Light

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

Bringles Blinds provides aff ordable blinds, shutt ers, shades, 
and master installati on services to the Longboat Key, 

Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

*Off er valid with minimum purchase of three

SALE! $500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutt ers & Shades

Longboat residents 
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle

Letters, from page 3
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Letters to the Editor

Unclogging a Vital Artery
For the boating community, the destination of the sand is secondary to the removal of it. 

New Pass has historically been a treacherous stretch of water. Over the last decade, relentless 
shoaling clogged the channel, reducing depths to as little as a few feet and forcing the U.S. 
Coast Guard to remove navigational markers in 2017 because the channel shifted too fre-
quently to track.

The current operation is surgically carving a channel roughly 10 to 13 feet deep and up to 
200 feet wide.

“It’s a win-win-win,” said a local marine logistics coordinator. “The boaters get a safe channel 
back, the City gets a wider beach, and Longboat knows their turn is coming next.”

Fueling the Economic Engine
The stakes of this project extend far beyond boat drafts and beach towels. The region’s coast-

line is its primary economic engine.
According to state economic data, Florida’s beaches account for more than 25% of the state’s 

attractiveness to visitors. locally, a healthy Lido Beach generates an estimated $82 million in 
direct visitor spending annually. The renourishment protects this asset, buffering the luxury 
real estate and public parks that sit just yards from the high-tide line.

USACE, Sarasota County, and the City of Sarasota are expected to announce a ribbon-
cutting date soon to celebrate the reopening of the pass and the restoration of the beach—a 
celebration that will likely be attended by officials from both sides of the inlet, united by a 
shared, if alternating, resource.

1. Their property’s specific EBU classification.
2. The “tentative” assessment amount they would see on their tax bill.
3. The specific dredging status of the canal adjacent to their home.

Decades of Deferral
The urgency of these meetings cannot be overstated. Longboat Key’s canals have not seen a 

comprehensive maintenance program in over 20 years. In that time, storm runoff and natural 
sedimentation have rendered some channels non-navigable at low tide, threatening not just 
boating activity but the swift flushing of water necessary to maintain water quality.

“This is an overdue investment in our water, our quality of life, and our future,” a Town 
spokesperson noted. With the “Canal Maintenance Special District” legally established in late 
2024, the only hurdles remaining are the finalization of the assessment roll and the green light 
from the Commission.

Meeting Details
What: Canal Navigational Maintenance Program Briefings
Where: Town Hall, 501 Bay Isles Rd.
When:
• Wednesday, Feb. 12: 2:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, Feb. 19: 2:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Residents unable to attend can submit questions directly to 

CanalDredging@longboatkey.org or call 941-893-1632.
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

B R E A K F A S T  •  B R U N C H  •  L U N C H  •  D I N N E R  •  C A T E R I N G  •  G O U R M E T  D E L I  &  B A K E R Y  •  C O R N E R  S T O R E

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6
RESTAURANT & DELI
20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

ON LONGBOAT KEY
BEST BRUNCH

B R E A K F A S T • B R U N C H • L U N C H • D I N N E R • C A T E R I N G • G O U R M E T D E L I & B A K E R Y • C O R N E R S T O R E

5 2 5 S T . J U D E S D R I V E • L O N G B O A T K E Y , F L 3 4 2 2 8 • H A R R Y S K I T C H E N . C O M • ( 9 4 1 ) 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

NEW HOURS!
NEW MENU!

Enjoy your favorites all day!
Great food & drinks served continuously.

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 11:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu

11:30 AM – 5:00 PM
All-Day Dinner Menu

11:30 AM – 9:00 PM

CLOSED SUNDAYS

SATURDAY: 1:00 - 9:00 PM
Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu

1:00 – 5:00 PM
All-Day Dinner Menu

1:00 – 9:00 PM

www.LazyLobsterofLongboat.com  |  941-383-0440
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. |  In the Centre Shops

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555
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Government Consulting, has begun uploading video interviews of the semi-finalists for 
Commissioner review. However, the sheer volume of applicants—originally over 85, now nar-
rowed to 36 semi-finalists—presents a significant challenge for the board.

“We have the challenge of going from 36 down to six finalists,” Trice told her colleagues at 
the Feb. 2 meeting, urging them to come prepared with their own top-10 rankings to stream-
line the debate.

A History of Upheaval and Missed Opportunities
To understand the urgency of Monday’s meeting, one must look at the turbulence of the 

last two years. The City Manager’s office has been vacant on a permanent basis since October 
2024, when Marlon Brown resigned under pressure.

While officially cited as a retirement due to health and “life challenges,” insiders point to the 
collapse of a high-profile affordable housing deal as the catalyst for Brown’s departure. Just a 
month prior, the city had finalized a $7 million downtown property purchase for the project, 
only for funding partners to back out, leaving the city with the land and a crumbled deal.

Following Brown’s exit, the city appointed Public Works Director Doug Jeffcoat as the 
first interim manager. The search for a permanent replacement initially ended in disaster in 
May 2025, when the Commission voted to fire its first headhunting firm, Colin Baenziger & 
Associates, citing a breakdown in trust.

This reset the entire process, necessitating the hiring of Dave Bullock, the former Longboat 
Key Town Manager, to stabilize the ship in June 2025. Now, with Bullock’s firm exit date of 
March 6 looming, the city has no buffer left.

The “Objective” Scoring Matrix
The current search is being led by Warren Hutmacher of Sumter Local Government 

Consulting. In an effort to avoid the pitfalls of the previous search, Sumter utilized a rigorous, 
albeit purely objective, scoring matrix to rank the initial 85 candidates.

Hutmacher frankly admitted to Commissioners on Jan. 13 that the system “is not perfect” 
because it does not account for soft skills. Instead, it heavily weighted specific criteria:

• Experience: Top points for >10 years as a City Manager.
• Scale: Bonus points for managing cities with populations over 50,000.
• Geography: Special consideration for experience in coastal communities and major tour-

ism destinations.

• Credentials: Points for Master’s degrees and ICMA (International City/County Management 
Association) credentialing.

This “by the numbers” approach has produced a “Tier 1” list of candidates that heavily 
features seasoned administrators, though not all come without baggage.

The Front-Runners and The Field
The Tier 1 list is led by Thomas Thomas, a veteran administrator who received a perfect 

score on the matrix. Thomas previously served as City Manager of Compton, California (2023) 
and Unalaska, Alaska (2018-2019).

He is joined by other top contenders including:
• David Vela: Former City Manager of Odessa and Sweetwater, Texas.
• Tim Gleason: Current Interim Administrator in Davenport, Iowa, and former Manager of 

Decatur, Illinois.
• Yvonne Kimball: Former City Manager of Morro Bay and Jackson, California.
• Carl Geffken: Longtime Manager of Fort Smith, Arkansas (2016–2024).

Local and Regional Interest
Several candidates with Florida or regional ties have also made the cut, potentially appeal-

ing to Commissioners seeking someone familiar with the Sunshine State’s unique regulatory 
environment:

• Andrew Butterfield: City Manager of New Port Richey and former Deputy County 
Administrator for Manatee County.

• James K. Harriott Jr.: A Sarasota local, former Sarasota County engineer, and former 
Deputy Manager of Alachua County.

• Tony Palermo: Assistant Community Development Director for Fort Myers and former 
Lee County senior planner.

• Robin Gomez: Former City Manager of Madeira Beach.
• Tarik Rahmani: CFO and Interim Deputy CM of North Miami Beach.

Unique Backgrounds
The list also includes unconventional candidates outside the traditional municipal track, 

such as David Wulf, a Rear Admiral in the U.S. Maritime Service and Deputy Superintendent 
of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, and Michael Jensik, a former global head of security 
for Brinks Co.

However, the field has already thinned. Six recommended candidates, including Kelcey 
Young and James Gleason, have already withdrawn, highlighting the competitive nature of the 
market for top-tier talent.

What Happens Next?
If the Commission successfully selects six finalists on Monday, the timeline accelerates rap-

idly:
• Mid-February: Finalist interviews will be conducted.
• Late February: Background checks completed and a formal offer extended.
• March 6: Dave Bullock departs.
The selected candidate will inherit a city teeming with potential but riddled with complex 

challenges, including the very affordable housing crisis that ended the tenure of the last perma-
nent manager, intensifying coastal resilience needs, and a community demanding transparency.

“Stability is the goal,” said a City Hall source. “We cannot afford another false start.”
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Lazy Lobster
To: Editor
We appreciate your kind words about our food and wine review. We also hold Mike Garey 

in high regard for the cuisine and wine list at the Lazy Lobster on LBK. From a brief conver-
sation with Mike during a visit to the Lazy Lobster, we gathered that he had worked in wine 
distribution and has deep knowledge of wines, as reflected in the wine list. Recently in our 
review of the Kiwanis Club Lawn Party on the Bay, we wrote “...this annual event has raised 
tens of thousands of dollars to help kids in need. Led by the Event Chair, Michael Garey, co-
owner of the Lazy Lobster restaurant on LBK, and staffed by a legion of volunteers, the Lawn 
Party provided a showcase for the hospitality industry on Longboat Key and its Sarasota and 
Manatee County neighbors.” 

We have visited the Lazy Lobster in the past and reviewed wines and bar bites; nonetheless, 
a follow-up review seems overdue. We will plan to visit soon.

I see that we have missed Mike’s wine tasting during January at the Education Center. Please 
let us know when to register for the next wine tasting. We look forward to attending.

Thank you for the feedback Isaac, It’s comforting that they have verbally acknowledged it, 
however I don’t see it specifically on this plan. Surely that would be part of the plan. If you 
can’t exit from the area you’re re-engineering what’s the purpose?

Rich Hermansen
Sarasota

St. Armands Area Resiliency: Follow up
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
You had a question recently about whether or not the City of Sarasota’s St. Armand’s 

Resiliency Project includes consideration of upgrades to John Ringling Blvd. northeast of the 
circle.  I wanted to share a couple of graphics that the city included in their package to the 
county.  The first one below shows roadway deficiency areas, including the John Ringling 
Blvd. stretch in question, and the other one shows a layout of drainage collection and outfall 
system, I believe, also including the portion on that leg.  While all conceptual, to me it shows 
that this leg is part of the overall project area in need of upgrade.  The Town will also continue 
to convey to the city, the county, and the state FDOT the importance of addressing that leg 
of John Ringling Blvd.  The city has acknowledged that and confirmed that it is part of the 
overall plan with staff.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Longbeach Village meeting
To: Carla and Pete Rowan
You have a wonderful community.  It has been my pleasure to work with you both all these 

years, and to get some things done.  You may not have heard the last of me. 
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Longbeach Village Meeting
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Good morning Mayor.  Thank you so much for participating in our Longbeach Village 

meeting.  Your comments were extremely well received.  We all appreciate your service to 
Longboat Key (as well as our Village neighborhood) on the P&Z board, as a commissioner, and 
as our mayor.  We hope your future endeavors are rewarding - and that you consider rejoining 
the Longboat Key government in the future.  

Carla & Pete Rowan
Longboat Key

Broadway Roundabout.
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Please see below and let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you!
Brief Project Recap
The Town worked closely with FDOT on an enhanced design based on their comments to 

the original project. Town re-engaged Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc. (“KHA”) in late 2023 
to produce the enhanced design. The enhanced design not only includes a roundabout at 
Broadway Street, but also removes the roadway superelevation per FDOT, and simultaneously 
adds about 2,000-feet of complete street components, such as 7-foot buffered bike lanes, a 
12-foot wide multi-use trail, elevation improvements, and the like.  To achieve some of these 
elements, the project will involve adding retaining walls and handrails, removing existing veg-
etation on the west side to re-establish the drainage ditch, and adding landscaping.

Construction funding available by FDOT and Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO).  Currently, FDOT now has about $8.3 million (available for FDOT 
Fiscal Year 2027 which begins July 1, 2026).  Town responsible for the cost of water and waste-
water relocations, added landscaping, and brick pavers.

FDOT assumed funding and administrative responsibilities for:
Overall project from bid advertising through construction completion
Compliance with FDOT project delivery and procurement requirements
Project Timeline
Bi-weekly project coordination meetings have been conducted since January 2025
Phase IV Design Submittal – submitted late November 2025, and KHA is handling FDOT 

review comments
Permitting is in progress – FDOT and KHA have a meeting with U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers regarding a small wetland impact on February 9, 2026.  FDEP permitting ongoing.
Final Plans Production – planned for March 2026
Project Bid Opening – August 2026
Construction Time.  Beginning 3 to 6 months after Bid Opening and then running about 

18 months. Complex Maintenance of Traffic with some night work.  Plan is to be maintain 
2-way traffic during the day to the extent feasible.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager , Town of Longboat Key

Broadway Roundabout.
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Please send me a brief update on the roundabout status before my meeting with the Village 

owners at 5 pm this evening. This is the one thing they asked to hear about. Thanks.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Growing in Jesus’ Name

 

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

WINTER CONCERT SERIES
Sunday • February 22, 2026 • 2:00 PM

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor

Visitors & Residents Welcome

CONCERTS ARE FREE  •  VISITORS & RESIDENTS WELCOME

Embark on a captivating piano recital that 
traverses musical landscapes from French 
Impressionism to the fiery rhythms of 
Argentina. Enjoy the familiar lyrical 
landscape of Claude Debussy as well as 
Frédéric Chopin, as well as exotic 
Argentinian tango rhythms.

Since the inception of Duo Beaux Arts 
in 2008, Concert pianists Catherine Lan 
and Tao Lin have performed on television 
and radio, and dazzled audiences world-
wide. Invite a friend to join you for the 
musical beauty and entertaining artistry 
of Duo Beaux Arts.

An Afternoon of Piano Masters -
“Echoes and Fantasies” by Duo Beaux Arts

 

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

THE 12TH ANNUAL
KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS

  Featuring The Lion Rampant Pipe Band
VISITORS & RESIDENTS WELCOME  •  EVENT & PARKING ARE FREE

SUNDAY • FEBRUARY 22, 2026
10:00 AM Sunday Service

Featuring Bagpipes, Tartan Banners, Procession & Drums

Growing in Jesus’ Name

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor

Visitors & Residents Welcome
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DIVE IN!
Prospective members can explore several tiers of membership, providing access to various 
high-end amenities. Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 to learn more.

MEMBERSHIP :  Come Test the Waters.
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See Letters, page 12

Editor Letters
CAC Board

To: Longboat Key Commission
As requested at last night’s CAC meeting, would you forward this email and attachment to 

the entire CAC board.  On February 10,  BJ Bishop, a LBK Commissioner and President of 
the Manasota League of Cities, will be speaking about the continual threats to home rule (i.e. 
local government powers) coming out of Tallahassee.  Anyone who shares this concern should 
write letters to their State Senators and Reps. Unfortunately, I’ll be out of town that day.

James G. Haft
Longboat Key

USACE New Pass Dredge
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Regarding the U.S. Army Corps dredge project being conducted at New Pass, contact infor-

mation for the project is provided below. Please let me know if you have any other questions.
Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

USACE New Pass Dredge
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager
This is the PM From the Corps of Engineers:
William C. (Bill) Aley
Project Manager
Programs and Project Management Division
Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Meeting with Lighthouse Point Association
To: Marie DeSantis
OK will do, What time of the day do you think would work for your group? 
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Meeting with Lighthouse Point Association
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Looks like our schedules are all over the place. Please give me a good day and time for you 

and Charlie and I will try to make it work.

Marie DeSantis
Hon. Representative Fiona McFarland
Tallahassee, FL

Meeting with Lighthouse Point Association
To: Marie DeSantis
We are trying to keep the pool from freezing over…. I need to check with a few of the staff 

and find out their schedules prior to our discussion. How about if I call you later today before 
5 o’clock?  I trust Bob’s closing went well yesterday he was in my thoughts.  

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Meeting with Lighthouse Point Association
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
I hope you are keeping warm.  It was very nice meeting you the other day.
Would you please tell me exactly what you would like to talk about with our board and I 

will convey that to them. 
Marie DeSantis
Hon. Representative Fiona McFarland
Tallahassee, FL

Meeting with Lighthouse Point Association
To: Honorable Rep. Fiona McFarland
Thank you so much for with me and the other Longboat Key Commissioners at the Capitol 

during The Florida League of Cities Legislative Days. We know how valuable your time is dur-
ing session, so we appreciate that you shared some of it with us.

Thank you also for listening to our concerns about the impacts of the property tax bills 
circulating this session. Each one could seriously impact the quality of life in Florida’s neigh-
borhoods, cities and towns. As always, we appreciate your thoughtful work on behalf of your 
constituents and the people of Florida.

Penny Gold
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

To: Sarasota City Commission
I am writing to request your feedback regarding the recent candidate interviews and to 
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

BIRD KEY   •  SARASOTA 
247 Robin Drive

New Construction  •   $13,999,000 

BIRD KEY  •  SARASOTA 
605 Wild Turkey Lane
2,200 SF  •  $1,795,000 

L’AMBIANCE  •  LONGBOAT KEY
 435 L’Ambiance Dr #J703
3BR/2BA/1HB •  $4,495.000 

BIRD KEY  •  SARASOTA
259 Robin Drive

3BR/3FB/2HB   •  FULL BAYFRONT  •   $8,900,000 

GULF FRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION
4005 Casey Key Road, Nokomis

6BR/6.5BA  •  $9,950,000

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES • LONGBOAT KEY 
510 Wedge Lane

4BR/3BA  •  Canal front  •  $2,215.000 

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

670 OLD COMPASS RD
1511 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#302
415 L AMBIANCE DR Unit#C403
3060 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#175
360 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#332
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#434
618 BUTTONWOOD DR
1055 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#305
240 SANDS POINT RD Unit#4201
2045 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M1-410
106 TWIN SHORES BLVD
729 SAINT JUDES DR S Unit#1

4,022
2,940
2,822
2,143
2,949
2,550
3,220
1,503
732
928
763
840

$4,925,000 
$3,700,000 
$2,795,000 
$1,950,000 
$1,749,000 
$1,595,000 
$1,495,000 
$1,449,000 
$1,090,000 
$549,000 
$439,000 
$165,000 

206
72
93
86
3
10
15
142
18
0
0
2

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
0
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
1

5
3
3
2
3
3
3
2
1
2
2
1

5
3
3
3
3
3
4
2
1
2
2
2

$4,200,000 
$3,600,000 
$2,795,000 
$1,766,000 
$1,700,000 
$1,595,000 
$1,350,000 
$1,300,000 
$987,500 
$549,000 
$440,000 
$165,000 

KeyRealEstate

670 OLD COMPASS RD
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$3.4 Billion Career Sales

 IN THE WORLD

100 North Tamiami Trail  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Leah
George

941-780-0597

Judy
Kepecz-Hays

941-587-1700

Steven
Kepecz

941-376-6411

Our expertise is undeniable—deeply understanding the local market and truly listening to our clients.

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801
$6,995,000

LAmbianceA801.com

435 L’Ambiance Drive #L807
$3,500,000 | Furnished

LAmbianceL807.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #B202
$2,500,000 | Furnished
LAmbianceB202.com

L’Ambiance

2301 Gulf of Mexico Drive #11N & #12N
$2,488,000 

IslanderClub11N-12N.com

4 BR/4BA

Islander Club

4 BR/4BA

757 Hideaway Bay Drive 
 $7,488,000 

757HideawayBay.com

Hideaway Bay

Sanctuary

545 Sanctuary Drive #B506
$1,948,000 

SanctuaryB506.com

603 Longboat Club Road #402N
$1,299,000 | Furnished 
LBKTowers402N.com

Longboat Key Towers

139 S Washington Drive 
$16,850,000 

CasaDelCarnevale.com

Casa del Carnevale on St. Armands

660 Golden Gate Point #32
$799,000 

MarinaView32.com

Golden Gate Point

1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #809
$4,888,000 

BeachResidences809.com

1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #709
$3,450,000 

BeachResidences709.com

The Beach Residences

Ritz-Carlton Managed

1750 Benjamin Franklin Drive #10G
 $1,200,000 

KeyTower10G.com

Key Tower South

New Listing

1000 Longboat Club Road #403 
$974,500 

Privateer403.com

Privateer
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Jan. 31
Vehicle

8:03 a.m.
Officer Pescuma while on patrol observed a vehicle trav-

eling northbound on Gulf of Mexico Drive fail to stop at 
a steady red signal before making a right hand turn onto 
Bay Isles Parkway. The vehicle was then traveling eastbound 
on Bay Isles. The vehicle was located and a traffic stop was 
conducted on a blue Chevy pickup truck and trailer. Officer 
Pescuma made contact with the driver and provided the rea-
son for the traffic stop. Officer Pescuma asked the driver for 
his driver’s license registration and current proof of insurance. 
The driver handed Officer Pescuma a Mexican ID card. Officer Pescuma asked if he had a 
driver’s license in which she said, “No.” Officer Pescuma then asked the man if he was ever 
issued a driver’s license and he said “No.” Officer Pescuma conducted an FCIC/NCIC query 
which confirmed that he does not have a valid driver’s license and results yielded negative for 
wants/warrants. Additionally, the man could not provide current proof of insurance. The man 
said he was working construction on Longboat Key and did not advise that there was an emer-
gency as to why he was driving. Officer Pescuma issued criminal citation for No Valid Driver’s 
License, Operating a Vehicle Without Insurance and Failing to stop at a red signal before mak-
ing a right turn. Officer Pescuma advised that the driver could not drive and escorted her to 
nearby job site to arrange for transportation. Case clear.

Feb. 1
Vehicle

3:36 p.m.
Officer Butler conducted a traffic stop after he saw a vehicle attempting to evade his marked 

patrol unit and a records check revealed the registered owner’s Florida Driver License was sus-
pended and the vehicle had no valid insurance. The driver, who was also the registered owner, 
admitted her license was cancelled due to nonpayment and that the vehicle was uninsured. The 
driver was ticketed and the incident was handled as a non-custodial arrest and the driver made 
arrangements for another party to take possession of the vehicle. Case clear.

Feb. 2
Family

11:22 p.m.
Officer Smith was dispatched to Marbury Lane in reference to a reported verbal disturbance. 

Upon arrival, Officer Smith made contact with a man and woman outside the residence. The 
parties were separated and Officer Smith conducted individual interviews. The woman stated 
there had been a disagreement earlier int eh evening with a bartender at the restaurant. She 
indicated her husband appeared to side with the employee during the incident. The woman 
advised she told her husband she was leaving for the night and returning home, instructing 
him to call when he was ready to be picked up. The woman stated that upon picking up her 
husband, he began arguing with her and the verbal disagreement continued as they approached 
the front door of the residence. She indicated she informed him several times that she no lon-
ger wished to argue and only wanted to go to bed. She stated that after entering the residence 
and closing the door the man continued speaking through the door and attempted to open it. 
The woman advised she informed him she was going to call 911 if he continued arguing. The 
man continued and she subsequently called 911. Officer Smith then spoke with the man who 
stated they had engaged in a verbal argument regarding the way the woman spoke to staff at the 
restaurant. He said that she went into her bedroom and he continued attempted to discuss the 
incident at which time she called 911. Neither party indicated the argument became physical. 
There were no visible injuries observed on either subject. There were no signs of a struggle or 
damage observed inside the residence. Officer Tillman completed a lethality assessment with 
the woman who did not indicate a high risk situation. Both parties agreed to remain in separate 
bedrooms for the remainder of the evening. Case clear.

Feb. 3
Open Door

5:22 p.m.
Officer Tillman located the unlocked door at the northeast 

corner of the church. It appeared that the door was unable to 
lock and was left unsecured. All other doors were secure and a 
keyholder was not available. A business card was left explain-
ing the open door. Nothing was out of place. Sgt. Puccio 
advised that periodic night checks will be passed onto night 
shift and checked throughout the night. Case clear.

Feb. 4
Lost/Found property

3:41 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Bogey Lane in reference to a medical call for a 76 year old 

woman. The caller did not know the subject and thought the woman was in need of medical 
assistance due to being confused and frantic. Upon arriving on scene, EMS requested a LEO 
because the woman did not need medical assistance and that she lost her phone with Florida 
Driver’s License and miscellaneous credit cards and insurance cards. Officer Pescuma called her 
phone and a man answered and stated that he found the woman’s phone on Gulf of Mexico 
Drive and requested to know how to return it. Officer Pescuma picked up the phone and con-
tents and returned the property back to the woman without incident. Case clear.

Citizen assist
4:05 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Kingfisher Lane in reference to a traffic condition. The 

caller stated that there are work vehicles obstructing the roadway and the road was flooded. 
Upon arriving on scene, Officer Pescuma did not observed any violations and spoke with the 
workers who stated that they are drilling a well at Kingfisher Lane and have permits to do so. 
The workers stated that the caller was complainaing about the construction noise, however, 
they were working within 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Officer Pescuma explained to the caller that there were 
no violations observed. Case clear.

Citizen assist
4:45 p.m.
Officer Troyer while on patrol observed an intercoastal water marker floating in the Sarasota 

Bay. Officer Troyer contacted the U.S. Coast Guard and notified the officer on duty of the situ-
ation and provided grid coordinates. Due to the marker being a hazard to navigation, Officer 
Troyer towed the marker Bayfront Park using a patrol vessel. Public Works will be notified.

Suspicious
8:00 p.m.
Officer Troyer was dispatched to Sands Point Road in reference to a suspicious incident. 

The complainant reported finding what he believed to be a human tibia on the beach. Upon 
arrival, Officer Troyer met with the complainant and his spouse who said they were finding 
shells on the beach  when they came across what they believed to be a human bone. The 
woman described the bone as having a distinctive smell as well. The man shared his knowledge 
of being a prior ER nurse, which he believed the bone was a portion of a human tibia. Officer 
Troyer contacted the medical examiners office and spoke with the on call employee. Officer 
Troyer provided pictures of the bone as well. The medical examiners office told Officer Troyer 
the bone was not human. Due to the bone appearing to not be human, Officer Troyer did not 
collect the bone. The couple kept the bone. Case clear.

Welfare Check
10:26 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort was dispatched along with members of the Sarasota City Police Department 

for a possible suicidal subject sitting on the railing of the New Pass Bridge. Dispatch was unsure 
of the exact location of the subject but was reported to be wearing dark clothing. Sgt. Montfort 
arrived on scene within a short period of time and was greeted by a man in all black who was 
fishing. The subject stated he was in fact leaning over the edge, but he was just untangling his 
fishing line. The man did not report any suicidal ideations and was in good health. Case clear.

Feb. 5
Person

12:34 a.m.
Officer Troyer while on patrol observed a person walking northbound on the right of way, 

facing the southbound lane of travel. This was a pedestrian violation pursuant to State Statute 
as there was a sidewalk provided in the area. Officer Troyer made contact with the person who 
said they did not have an ID on her person, however her identity was confirmed. The woman 
was walking in the area as she was walking in the area she was dropped off by a trolly in St. 
Armands Circle. The woman didn’t have anywhere to go particularly and didn’t want to go 
home a the moment, which was in Bradenton. Officer Troyer asked the woman if she was will-
ing to let the officer provide her with a courtesy transport to Bradenton Beach or Bradenton. 
The woman didn’t want to at first, but later changed her mind and wanted a courtesy trans-
port. Officer Troyer transported the woman to Circle K without incident. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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WineTimes

Sparkling wine has a special role on Valetine’s Day. The rising bubbles in two glasses reflect 
a shared expression of joy in a romantic evening.

The venues of romantic evenings depend on the locale. Favorite restaurants in the Sarasota 
area, for example, feature outdoor tables and fresh seafood. 
The ice and snow in the northern cities bring the occa-
sion indoors to a cozy room with candles and a fireplace.  
Sparkling wines dispel the winter gloom.

So what sparkling wine do you order for Valentine’s Day?
In a chic French restaurant, choose a Champagne. For 

a memorable Champagne, say the Bruno Paillard, Rose 
Première Cuvée at Maison Blanche on Longboat Key Florida, 
expect to pay about twice the retail price ($80). Should price 
be no object and you have a yen to impress someone who 
knows Champagne, choose a vintage Champagne with a year 
next to it on the wine list. The Champagne houses usually 
blend Champagne from more than one vintage in the wine 
that they release in a vintage year, but when a vintage has all 
the virtues of a great wine, they bottle only the wine from 
that vintage and label it with the year. The Louis Roederer “Cristal” 2013 ($400) comes from 
a great vint

Due to the many quality standards of the Champagne region of France, other producers 
of sparkling wines offer much better deals. Close to Maison Blanche, Harry’s Continental 
Kitchen in addition to fine Champagne offers a Method Charmant sparkling wines; that is, a 
wine made fermented in tanks, similar to Italian Prosecco, with Colombard and other grapes 
from Burgundy or Bordeau. The Veuve du Vernay, Brut Sparkling Wine, France, has a fresh, 
fruit nose and a crisp taste that works well on Valentine’s Day as a less expensive alternative to 
Champagne (Chardonnay or Pinot Noir grapes fermented in the bottle).

Sparkling wines made in the same style as Champagne usually have Methode Champenoise 
on the label. The French Crémant, the Spanish Cava, and the USA sparling wines from 
French Champagne houses usually have the same varieties of grapes and use the same Methode 
Champenoise method for fermenting wine in the bottle, as do some of the Italian spumante 
wines. All of these will put the sparkle in your Valentine’s Day evening.

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 

develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

A Sparkling Valentine’s Day
Due to the many quality standards of the Champagne region of France, other producers of 
sparkling wines offer much better deals.

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBIeducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222

or email  Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

44
92

99
-1

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING  CURRENT EVENTS  

QIGONG   YOGA    MEDITATION  
BRIDGE    MAH JONGG    CANASTA  

SUPREME COURT  AMERICAN HISTORY  
LITERATURE & POETRY  MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS  

MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION   JAZZ NIGHTS  
MORNING FORUMS   THEOLOGY  WORLD POLITICS  

FILM FESTIVALS   THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES  
AUTOBIOGRAPHY   iPHONE & iPAD  BIRDING   

NATURE WALKS   WELLNESS   NORDIC WALKING  
LANGUAGES PIANO LESSONS  

SUNDAY CONCERTS   BROADWAY BIOS  
CRAFTS  SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS  

& MUCH MORE!Everything Under The Sun To Learn & Enjoy

2025-2026
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Letters, from page 6
address several points that may benefit from clarification or correction.

It has been brought to my attention that, following the interviews, there may be some mis-
understandings about the City of Sarasota that could be helpful to clarify. After observing the 
interviews, I have outlined the following items for your consideration:

Clarify / Correct Misunderstandings
Infrastructure needs in Sarasota County
Growth and development are primarily occurring outside the City. Within the City, devel-

opment is largely focused on infill and redevelopment (for example, the Hyatt project).
“Safety” concerns
The primary safety concern is not crime, but rather traffic specifically vehicles traveling 

through neighborhood streets at speeds higher than residents, particularly parents, are com-
fortable with.

Downtown redevelopment / revitalization
Downtown redevelopment began approximately 25 years ago and was widely successful 

some would say overly so. An ad hoc committee has recently been formed and is charged with 
updating the downtown plan.

Tourism and seasonal residents
While tourism is an important component of our economy, seasonal residents are also a sig-

nificant part of the community. Owners of second homes are non-voting taxpayers, and many 
are actively engaged with local government.

If there are additional items you would like me to include or address, please feel free to email 
me separately. Do not reply all! Thank you, and I look forward to your feedback.

Shayla Griggs
City Clerk
City of Sarasota

City Manager Search Semi-Finalist Candidates
To: Sarasota City Commission
The Tuesday, February 10, 2026, Special City Commission Meeting for the purpose of 

Discussing City Manager Search Semi-Finalist Candidates; and any other matters that may 
come before the body; Agenda packet is now available through your iLegislate app. Also 
attached for your reference you will find the Initial Candidate Recommendation Report (This 
meeting will begin at 10 a.m.).

Please note that paper packets are available for pickup in the Commission Liaison Office for 
those who have indicated a wish to continue to receive them. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if I may be of further assistance, or if you have any questions. Thank you. Have a great day! 

Shayla Griggs
City Clerk
City of Sarasota

City Manager Search Semi-Finalist Candidates
To: Sarasota City Clerk Shayla Griggs
I suspect that members are referring to an earlier list of topics and speakers for the season. 

I will follow up with Lee-En Chung, who told me last night that she’s looking forward to my 
appearance (and organizing a table) in March.

Debbie Trice
Mayor
City of Sarasota

Does the city have such a system in place
To: Ms. Lehrer
Thanks Ms Lehrer for your email and inquiry. I had not heard of this system in the area but 

you never know! I learn something new every day! Thank you Mr. Fogle for looking into this 
so thoroughly, I really appreciate it! 

Jen Ahearn-Koch
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota

Does the city have such a system in place
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch and Ms. Lehrer
I hope your day is going well. The Public Works Department of Longboat Key manages 

Parks and Recreation, and they do not utilize lightning detection systems for their beaches.
Please see the below email from Nicole Rissler (Assistant County Administrator).  The 

County does not use lightning detection in any of their beaches, including Lido Beach and 
North Lido Beach Park, which are City properties that are maintained by the County per the 
Interlocal Agreement between the City and County. 

To assist with safety at the City’s public pools (Robert L. Taylor Community Complex/
Arlington Recreation Center/Lido Beach Pool), the Parks and Recreation Department utilizes 
WeatherBug, a tool that offers real-time data alerts for the City’s Red Cross certified lifeguards. 
Thanks, and enjoy your day!

Jerry Fogle
Parks and Recreation Director
City of Sarasota
 

Does the city have such a system in place
To: Sarasota City Parks and Recreation Director Jerry Fogle
Jerry no we do not do lightening detection in any of our parks or beaches due to the guid-

ance of our risk and attorney’s offices. Our individual leagues have their own handheld systems 
but nothing that is installed or monitored by the County.

For regular parks questions you can be reach out to Shawn Yeager who is Interim Director. 
However, if it is related directly to the current conversations related to the transfer you can 
work directly with Kim Heuberger, Senior Manager and myself. Thanks Jerry – see you on 
Friday.

Nicole Rissler
Assistant County Administrator
Sarasota County

Does the city have such a system in place
To: Sarasota County Assistant County Administrator Nicole Rissler
I hope your day is going well.  Could you please let me know if the County has a lightning 

alert system at Lido Beach/North Lido Beach Park?  I believe I know the answer but just 
wanted to verify. Could you let me know if there is another contact I could reach out to for 
inquiries pertaining to parks and recreation items (including Lido/North Lido), considering 
your responsibilities as the Assistant County Administrator? Thanks, and enjoy your day!

Jerry Fogle
Parks and Recreation Director
City of Sarasota
 

Does the city have such a system in place
To: Sarasota City Manager Dave Bullock
Please see the attached article… could you add any clarity to this? Very interesting. I am 

aware that the County manages the beaches but was not sure if this exists on Lido and on LBK 
still? Please let me know when you are able.

Jen Ahearn-Koch
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota

Westway Drive
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch
Thank you very much. We were able to speak to the billing office and they walked us to 

the audit.
Also, thank you for letting us know about the grasses. We were led to believe that they would 

be replaced so it’s good for us to know that they won’t be. Thank you for your prompt response 
very much appreciated.

Erika Ivanyi
Sarasota

Westway Drive
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch
Upon receipt of this email I spoke with Distribution staff and Billing Office staff to under-

stand the situation at 1354 Westway Drive. Field crews were on site to make repairs to the 
fire hydrant which required removal of the rocks and bushes around the hydrant. Staff have 
replaced the rock around the hydrant but the bushes cannot be replaced as they were. I have 
attached pictures that show before and after the rocks were replaced. Staff indicated the bushes 
were too close around the hydrant and impeded access. Any work done to the hydrant would 
not have caused the issue with the water meter because the hydrant is tied directly to the water 
main on the corner of Westway Place and Westway Drive. The water service and meter come 
in off the water main on the opposite corner on Westway Place and John Ringling Parkway. 
I’ve attached a simple screen shot of the GIS system that shows the location of the hydrant (the 
red dot) and the water services,

Billing Office staff indicate they did review the customer’s account on January 5th and 
January 12th and entered a work order for a high consumption check on the 12th. The high 
consumption check was completed on January 27th. The Billing Office Manager spoke with 
the customer today and explained what the data log indicates. Based on the recorded data, 
there does not appear to be an ongoing issue as the usage was not continuous. It would appear 
more likely to be something was running such as a toilet flapper or hose bib. The customer will 
review the information provided and reach out to the Billing Office with any further questions 
or concerns.

Verne Hall
Utilities Director
City of Sarasota

Westway Drive
To: Erika Ivanyi
Thanks for the email per your water bill and request for an audit.  I have copied the City 

Manager on this email to respond accordingly (and copy me please), and I am confident we 
will hear from his soon.

Jen Ahearn-Koch
City Commissioner At-Large
City of Sarasota
 

Westway Drive
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch 
Sorry to reach out to you about this but not sure how to get help. We received our water bill 

for November/ December and December / January and they went from an average of $250 a 
month to $550 for the November December bill and $770 for the December to January bill.

We called the city in early January to ask for an audit and they said it would take two weeks. 
After we received this last bill, we called again and said that the audit still hadn’t taken place in 
the last bill and that a work order has been put in, but nothing has happened.

On a separate note in November Workers from the city came to work on the fire hydrant 
outside of our house and we’re not sure if somehow that is what’s causing the issue. They also 
took up rocks and grasses and have not fixed it the way it was before they fixed the fire hydrant.

In any case we are not looking for special treatment. We just want to understand why our 
water bill is so high and what we could do if there’s a leak. It feels wasteful and also we’re trying 
to sell the house so it’s not a great look that our water bill is high and that our front yard is still 
not back to the standard it was before the city came to fix the fire hydrant.

This house is for sale and we no longer live in it so the water bill should be very low. Matthias 
has now shut off the water, but obviously we need to fix any problems. Any help you could 
give to us would be great. Thank you.

Erika Ivanyi
Sarasota

Editor Letters
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KeyCulture

It’s the height of the season at The Education Center at Temple Beth Israel! 
The Center is averaging 10-12 classes a day, Monday through Friday, concerts on Sundays, 

Happy Hour Jazz Nights Wednesdays, and the ongoing annual Lecture Series offering one-
time lectures every Tuesday afternoon from 3-4:30 pm with 
diverse subjects and distinguished speakers.

Here are some highlights, just a taste of the February and 
March programs, which convey an amazing variety of sub-
jects to enjoy, from Shakespeare to Billy Joel to art apprecia-
tion and iPhone classes. As Leonardo da Vinci said, “Learning 
is the only thing the mind never fears and never regrets.” 

THE CREATION OF “WICKED”, a one-time lecture, 
will be offered on Tuesday, February 10 from 3-4:30 pm.   
Stephen Schwartz’s immensely popular score of “Wicked” 
will be examined by Charles Troy, acclaimed dramatic musi-
cal theatre historian, in a thoroughly entertaining and infor-
mative multi-media presentation with video clips and audio 
tracks. 

MANAGING AND ORGANIZING YOUR APPLE PHOTOS will be conducted by 
Apple instructor Helen Hoffenberg, who will give two sessions on Thursday, February 12 and 
19, from 1-3 pm, covering changes that iOS 26 brings to the Camera and Photos apps. She 
will also offer a class on Enjoying Your Apple Watch, Thursday, February 26, from 1-3 pm. 

BILLY JOEL: Just The Way He Is will be presented by musical biographer Susan Benjamin, 
Cantor Jay Obrien, and pianist Robert Hanson on Sunday, February 15 from 3-4:30 pm. The 
program will include fascinating life stories of Billy Joel and a sensational selection of some of 
his greatest hits.

VISIONS THAT TANTALIZE—The Orientalist Painters-The most celebrated artists 
of Ottoman culture in the 19th century will be highlighted by art critic Kevin Costello on 
Wednesday, February 18 and 25 from 11 am-12:30 pm.

A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS’ DREAM- Jonny Epstein, teaching professor of classical per-
formance at the Asolo Conservatory, will engage students with Shakespeare’s most enchanting 
comedy on Friday, February 20 and 27, from 11 am-12:30 pm. Jonny is a longtime, popular 
teacher of Shakespeare at The Education Center. He brings the plays to life for newcomers 
and scholars.  

Other programs include: Performance and Live Arts at the Historic Asolo Theater; Gene 
Kelly; The Christian Origins of Antisemitism; Staying Smart in a World Full of Scams; Wind 
Down Wednesday Happy Hour with wine and cheese, on February 25 from 5-6:30 pm featur-
ing “American and Brazilian Jazz Adventures” with the Thomas Carabasi Quartet, and much 
more! 

  Check into these SUNDAY CONCERTS in March, held from 3:00-4:30 pm, which 
promise to be uplifting and thoroughly enjoyable!

• Mar.1-Anything Goes-The Cole Porter Story
• Mar. 8-POPera-Operatic pop, a genre that puts operatic style to popular favorites
• Mar. 15- Los Rumberos-Sizzling Flamenco dancing and dynamic rhythms
For prices and course descriptions, and to register, visit www.tbieducationcenter.org.  For 

questions, call 941-383-8222 or email Admin@tbieducationcenter.org. The Education Center 
at Temple Beth Israel is located at 567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228. Classes begin 

SUSAN GOLDFARB
Guest Writer
NEWS@lbknews.com

What’s Happening At The Education Center?
Here are some highlights, just a taste of the February and March programs.

at 9 am, school office hours are 10 am-5 pm. A secure and convenient Drop-Box is located at 
the entrance with registration cards when the office is closed.  

The Education Center at Temple Beth Israel is a not-for-profit lifelong learning and adult enrich-
ment center that offers over 150 non-credit courses for adults in the fine and applied arts, humani-
ties, liberal arts, and natural and social sciences. Also available are recreational classes, performing 
arts programs, and special events. All adults are welcome regardless of religion or educational back-
ground. A desire to participate is the only prerequisite. 
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Welcoming the clients and 
stylists after the closing of 

David Gregory Salon!

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

Professional Home Watch & Concierge Service

CERTIFIED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED  •  TRUSTED

• Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks

• Time & Date Stamped Reporti ng & Photos

• Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

• Home Maintenance Coordinati on

Cindy Jessup, Owner

941.915.1248
www.whcsarasota.com

SCAN ME

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC
Creating beautiful, functional 

residential and commercial spaces.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500 

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com 
Greenwichinteriors.com

• New construction 
• Remodeling  
• Project management 

We bring your vision to life.

ROSA TORRES, OWNER

941-536-6372
epichomecareprovider@gmail.com

•Personal Care

•Respite Care

•Alzheimer’s Care

•Light Cleaning

•Med Administration

•Meal Preparation

•Errands & More

 

SERVICES

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Dr. Nathalia Mesa, MD
 Board-Certified Family medicine Physician

Your health, held with care

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS

941-251-0600
Primary Care   •  Wellness  •  Medicare Accepted

Medical Weight Management   •  Hydrafacial
Botox   •  Skin Care 

Email:  Hello@MesaPrimaryWellness.com
3645 Cortez Rd., W  |  Ste. 110, Bradenton, FL 34210 

MesaPrimaryWellness.com
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BreakPoints

It’s 8:30 a.m. in South Florida, and the air is already thick 
enough to wear. In the manicured enclaves of Boca Raton, 
the thwack-thwack-thwack of yellow felt against poly strings 
provides a rhythmic soundtrack to the morning commute. 

To the uninitiated, it’s just practice. But look closer at the 
person sweating through a dri-fit shirt on Court 4, and you 
might just recognize the backhand that won the US Open.

Welcome to Florida, the unofficial locker room of the pro-
fessional tennis tour.

From the clay courts of the Panhandle to the neon-soaked 
hard courts of Miami, the Sunshine State has evolved into 
something far more significant than a mere tax haven for 
the wealthy. It is the global epicenter of tennis—a peninsula 
where Grand Slam champions live next door to future stars, 
where “iron sharpens iron” isn’t a cliché but a daily training 
schedule.

The Ecosystem: Why They All Come Here
“You come for the weather, you stay for the tax breaks, but 

you win because of the neighbors,” says one long-time tour 
coach based in Delray Beach.

The formula is simple but potent. Florida offers year-
round outdoor play, zero state income tax (a massive draw 
for athletes earning millions in prize money), and three major 
international airports. But the true magnet is density. In no 
other place on Earth can a top-ranked player drive 15 minutes 
to find a hitting partner of equal caliber.

The state is effectively divided into four “Tennis Kingdoms,” 
each with its own distinct vibe and roster of royalty.

Kingdom 1: The “American Headquarters”
 (Boca Raton & Delray Beach)

The Vibe: Suburbia meets Superstardom. Training hard, eating clean, and living quietly.
If there is a capital city of American tennis, it is Boca Raton. This is the land where Chris 

Evert planted her flag decades ago, creating an academy that—along with the legendary Nick 
Bollettieri (now IMG) in Bradenton—invented the modern tennis factory.

Today, the area is teeming with the current generation of American stars. Coco Gauff, the 
teenage phenomenon turned Grand Slam champion, is a local hero here. You might spot her 
grabbing a smoothie at a spot on Glades Road or training at the impeccable facilities of the 
Delray Beach Tennis Center.

Just up the road, Jessica Pegula, the billionaire heiress and consistent Top 5 player, calls 
Boca home. She’s joined by the “frat house” of American men’s tennis: Tommy Paul and Reilly 
Opelka. Paul recently snapped up a stunning $2.5 million modern estate in Boca, cementing 
the city’s status as the base for the American resurgence.

The Hangouts:
• The Food: Pros are regulars at Pura Vida for açai bowls and The Hampton Social in Delray 

for a relaxed dinner.
• The Scene: The Boca Raton resort. With its “Racquet Club” featuring courtside bars and 

a dedicated tennis concierge, it’s where the luxury of the sport meets the grind.

Kingdom 2: The Fortress of Solitude (Jupiter & Palm Beach Gardens)
The Vibe: Ultra-private, old money, and gated estates.
Drive 40 minutes north, and the vibe shifts. The courts get private, the hedges get taller, 

and the names get bigger. This is Williams Sister Territory.
Venus Williams resides in a massive, custom-designed waterfront estate on Jupiter Island, 

a zip code so exclusive it makes Beverly Hills look accessible. Serena Williams, though she 
spends time on the West Coast, has held property here for years, using the privacy of Palm 
Beach Gardens to train away from the prying eyes of paparazzi.

This area is for the veterans who have nothing left to prove and value peace above all else. 
It’s golf cart communities and private docks.

The Insider Spot:
• The Bears Club: While known for golf (Michael Jordan is a member), the crossover 

between elite golfers and tennis stars here is high. It’s the ultimate “safe space” for athletes to 
socialize without being asked for a selfie.

Kingdom 3: The International Glamour (Miami & Fisher Island)
The Vibe: High fashion, humidity, and European flair.
Down south, the energy is electric. Miami is the chosen base for the international jet set. 

Current World No. 1 contender Aryna Sabalenka has made Miami her home, frequently post-
ing photos from the city’s pristine beaches and trendy restaurants like Komodo or Gekko. For 
her, the humidity isn’t a bug; it’s a feature that prepares her for the grueling tour conditions.

Then there is Fisher Island. Accessible only by ferry or yacht, this private island is arguably 
the wealthiest zip code in America. It has its own Grand Slam-surface courts (grass, clay, hard) 
and has been a refuge for legends like Caroline Wozniacki and past icons like Boris Becker 
and Steffi Graf. It is the place to be if you want to practice your serve in complete isolation, 
surrounded by peacocks and billionaires.

Kingdom 4: The Silicon Valley of Tennis (Lake Nona & Orlando)
The Vibe: Futuristic, corporate, and high-tech.

Game, Set, Sunshine: Tennis and its Love for Florida
The formula is simple but potent. Florida offers year-round outdoor play, zero state income tax 
(a massive draw for athletes earning millions in prize money), and three major international 
airports. But the true magnet is density. In no other place on Earth can a top-ranked player 
drive 15 minutes to find a hitting partner of equal caliber.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

While South Florida relies on history, Central Florida is building the future. The USTA 
National Campus in Lake Nona is a sprawling, 100-court mega-facility that serves as the 
“Home of American Tennis.”

This isn’t just a club; it’s a laboratory. It’s where Ben Shelton honed the explosive game that 
took the tour by storm. The campus features “smart courts” with video analytics, dormitories 
for prospects, and a medical center that rivals NFL facilities. It has turned Orlando into a 
magnet for players who treat their body like a Formula 1 car.

The Community:
• Laureate Park: A neighborhood in Lake Nona where players drive golf carts to the courts 

and hang out at Boxi Park, an outdoor container park with food trucks and volleyball courts. 
It’s a collegiate atmosphere for pros.

The Verdict
In 2026, you can’t tell the story of tennis without telling the story of Florida. It is a state 

where a Tuesday morning practice session can look like a Grand Slam quarterfinal.
As Tommy Paul told a reporter recently about living in Boca, “One of the hardest parts 

about tennis is how much time you’re away... so when I’m here, I like to keep it simple.”
And that is the Florida promise. Simple living, hard training, and the best tennis in the 

world—right in your backyard.
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ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER.  FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS MAKE REFERENCE 
TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. THIS PROJECT 
HAS BEEN FILED IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA AND NO OTHER STATE. THIS IS NOT AN OFFER TO SELL OR SOLICITATION OF OFFERS TO BUY THE CONDOMINIUM UNITS IN 
STATES WHERE SUCH OFFER OR SOLICITATION CANNOT BE MADE. PRICES AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE ANYTIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  

(941) 390-2955 MIRAMARSARASOTA.COM

Mira Mar Residences are defined by a relentless commitment 
to quality - where thoughtful planning, precise construction, 
and elevated materials come together to create homes of  
lasting distinction. Every detail, from structure to finish, 
reflects an approach rooted in craftsmanship, durability, and 
hands-on oversight guided by an exceptional professional 
development team. This methodical, quality-first approach 
ensures that Mira Mar is more than beautiful - it’s 
exceptionally built to endure and exceed expectations. The 
result is a collection of  luxury residences that balance refined 
design with the confidence of  construction done right.  
 
At Mira Mar, luxury isn’t just what you see -  
it’s how it’s built.

Uncompromising 
Quality

1258 NORTH PALM AVENUE, SARASOTA, FL 34236

VISIT OUR NEW SALES GALLERY
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