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Treasurer: Matt LaPrino - Soundview YMCA
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Directors
*Karen Brown - Cancion Ultra Premium Tequila « Deanah O'Donnell- DeCaprio CPA & Associates
Erica Briggs - East River Energy * Rob Oman - Stone Agency Insurance
+Jose Cuapio - Floor Craze + Francine Piscitelli - Allusions
*Karen DelVecchio - Munger Construction + Ex-Officio Directors

*Eric Emanuelson, The Emanuelson Law Firm LLC = Dee Jacob - President, Shoreline Chamber
+Jim Fennell - American Solutions for Business + Perry Maresca - Town of Branford EDC Director

*Sue Ganci - Edward Jones + John Tarutis - Town of Guilford EDC Director
*Marica LaFemina - Penn Globe * Rory Burke - Town of North Branford Asst. Town Mgr.
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Passion, love and innovation fuel our vision to bring a full spectrum experience to our guests. We
value the foundation of French Technique with a modern approach to classic American Cuisine.

120 North Main Street Branford | theessexbrasserie.com

860-237-4266



" ENTER TO WIN PRIZES
' %‘H !'- [x] Last Day to

.';E:".' - - Enter
December 15!

* CLICK HERE
' *

GRAND PRIZE
$7500 IN VISA GIFT CARDS

2ND PRIZE
$5000 IN VISA GIFT CARDS

3RD PRIZE
$2500 IN VISA GIFT CARDS

DRAWING NOON,DECEMBER 2ND, 2024
WINNER NEED NOT TO BE PRESENT TO WIN. PERMIT# 24-R006
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A STREAM School Rooted in the Catholic Values of Faith,
Service, and Academic Excellence for Grades PreK3 to 8
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Networking in a Casual Social Atmosphere

A heartfelt thank you to Woodwinds for hosting two
fantastic chamber events on November 12 at their
beautiful facility!

First, our Gold and Silver Members Gratitude Reception
featured delicious appetizers and drinks, where attendees
learned about the upcoming 2025 Shoreline Chamber
| Program. Following that, we held a reception for all our
members, welcoming over 50 guests who enjoyed a
delightful spread of appetizers, pasta, salad, and drinks.

These Business After Hours (BAH) events are a wonderful
opportunity for members to connect,
build relationships and promote one another.

We truly appreciate Woodwinds for their exceptional
hospitality and their Gold Membership with the Shoreline
Chamber!




Welcometo
Cedar Woods

Located less than 10 miles from New Haven, close
to shopping, dining, museums, and parks,
Holiday Cedar Woods is a welcoming community
offering an independent lifestyle and all-inclusive
amenities. Landscaped grounds inspire outdoor
gatherings, and your spacious apartment is steps
away from daily social events shared with your
neighbors. Discover connection, freedom, and
comfort - with a friendly face always nearby - at
Holiday Cedar Woods.

@
holiday ¢
by ATRIA WOODS
SENIOR LIVING
Elisabeth Mulhern | Community Relations Manager | 203.464.4251
8o Cedar Street | Branford, CT

203.481.6028 | HolidayCedarWoods.com

" All Inclusive Amenities
For One Monthly Price:

- Newly renovated one and two bed-
room apartments with full kitchen

- Utilities - electricity, water, gas,
trash removal, and basic cable

- Temperature control in each room

- Free washers/dryers & parking

- Three-chef-prepared meals daily

- Planned events and activities

- Housekeeping and light linen service

- Transportation to errands, outings,
and local appointments

- Emergency alert necklace with GPS

- Maintenance of apartment and
community

Explore Cedar Woods:

- No buy-in fee

- No community or maintenance fee
- Transparent pricing on our website
» Three-month lease then monthly

- Furnished monthly respite room

- Pet friendly

S
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Caregiving by Kathy home healthcare
on property or other providers welcome
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WELCOME

to the Shoreline Chamber

Retina Group Of
New England
174 Cross Rd
Waterford, CT 06385
retinagroupofnewengland.com

A2V Media LLC
61 Hemlock Hills Rd N
Fairfield, CT 06824

Octagonal e
9 Marion Rd
Branford, CT 06405

Seacor & Co.
547 Boston Post Rd
East Lyme, CT 06333
http://seacorco.com

Mike’s Car Wash
Detail & Lube
2381 Foxon Rd
North Branford, CT 06471
mikescarwashandlube.com

GA Castro Construction
1300 Boston Post Rd Suite 9

Guilford, CT 06437
www.gacastro.com

Mother Luna, LLC
1575 Boston Post Rd Unit C4
Guilford, CT 06437
http://motherlunact.com

Mariana’s Boutique & Gifts
855 Forest Road 2-A
Northford, CT 06472



http://www.retinagroupofnewengland.com/
https://mikescarwashandlube.com/
http://www.gacastro.com/
http://seacorco.com/
http://motherlunact.com/

NB Holiday

Photo-E)geahange
Professional Photo with valued at $250

in exchange for a Donation to the
NB Food Pantry or

Saturday December 7th
~ NAMto1PM

At the NB Police Department
Community Center "‘v"

Proudly Sponsered on /

Kim Dawson \__

 — 203-181-4605 | S |
; -/ Kim@CoastalCTHomes.com ' : Shor-e“ne P|xels
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BOARD MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT

ERICA BRIGGS

Erica Briggs is the Office Manager at East River Energy, a
full service provider of energy products. Erica has been on

the board since February of 2024.

Where are you originally from?
I'm originally from Erie, Pennsylvania.

When did you move to Connecticut?

| moved to Connecticut when | was 13. I've
lived in Ivoryton, which is a village in the
Town of Essex, since 2001.

Can you tell me a little bit about yourself
and what you do at East River Energy?

My husband and | will be celebrating our 10
year wedding anniversary this June. We
have an amazing 4 year old daughter,
Elizabeth aka Betty. We love animals and
have cared for three mischievous and
playful Siberian Huskies. We have started
traveling as a family and love seeing the
world together.

| am the Office Manager at East River Energy
and we currently have 128 employees. This
past June was my 13th anniversary with East
River Energy.

Donald Herzog, CEO and Jesse Herzog,
President, are amazing to work for! | enjoy
going to work each day, and | hope to retire
from East River Energy.

| manage various responsibilities. My focus
is on creating a welcoming environment for
new employees, and providing support and
resources to all employees.

Does East River Energy have anything
exciting coming up that you want to share?
This year marked our 40th anniversary. Over
the past 2 years, Total Comfort Control, a
heating and cooling (HVAC) solutions
company from North Branford, and W.J.
Dornfeld Co,, Inc., (WJD), a commercial and
industrial heating, air conditioning, and
ventilation company (HVAC) located in East
Haven have joined East River Energy’s family
of companies. Together, the goal is to be
one of Connecticut’s most trusted heating,
air conditioning, and ventilation contractors.
This helps to diversify their line of services
and continues to move them further toward
being the premier indoor comfort leader in
the industry, now in large industrial and
commercial applications as well as
residential ones

What was your earliest involvement with
the Chamber?

East River Energy has been a member of the
Chamber and I've had opportunities to
attend social and business functions. Ive
met everyone on the board, and they are all
wonderful people. I'm learning so much
from everyone! We went to Quattro's for a
board event and it was a really great ice
breaking session. We went over our
responsibilities and | got to know everybody.
| have to say it's been so far one of my
favorite memories with the Chamber!

www.eastriverenergy.com




Do you feel like it's benefited East River
Energy to be able to network through the
Chamber?

Yes, we have a great mutually beneficial
relationship.

I'm really enjoying the overall experience. |
feel more involved in the community myself
personally, and I'm looking forward to the
future. It hasn't even been a year but I'm
having a great time!

What's a fun fact or something that people
should know about you?

It might be odd, but | absolutely love to mow
the lawn! I am responsible for the lawn care
at my house. It's my me time, so | put on my
headphones, get out there and do new
designs and shapes on the lawn. It's so
peaceful. | also love party planning and
organizing events. | guess you could say I'm
a little “extra” when it comes to things like
that.

What's your favorite spot on the shoreline?
Besides my office in Guilford, | enjoy visiting
the breweries with my husband and friends.

www.eastriverenergy.com




* Since 1984, family owned and operated * Dependable fuel delivery & service
with “old school” pride in everything we do  * Plan & budget economical & flexible options

* Fiscally stable to ensure fuel is available * Online pay option
with price certainty * New heating systems installed l in| E
* 24/7 customer service always reachable * Military discount(s) available o

203-453-1200 S ioad oo 800-336-3762
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COWORKING

FLEXIBLE
COWORKING

CHOOSE FROM INCLUDES DAY PASS
v Day Pass - $29/Day v Wi-Fi
v Flex Space - 5 Days a month v Kitchen
- $125/Month v Parking
v Flex Space - Unlimited Days a v Printing

month - $275/Month

- SCHEDULE A TOUR
B3 EEEEETD

. 203-433-1544

Q 119 Montowese Street, Branford

SCAN ME ;
@ & www.branfordcoworking.com



Centrality Physical Therapy & Wellness

YOUR PELVIC HEALTHIS
OUR PRIORITY

Centrality Physical Therapy & Wellness is a physical therapy clinic that
specializes in addressing pelvic health conditions across all ages
(pediatrics to adults) & all genders.

We address conditions that are “too taboo for the dinner table” and
oftern are "common but not optimal” like urinary leakage, pregnancy &
postpartum pain, birth preparation, potty training struggles
constipation, post surgical (hysterectomy, prostectomy, etc), pelvic

pain & pain with intimacy.

To learn more about pelvic health physical therapy, call our office at
203-533-1072 or visit us online at www.centralitywellness.com or by
scanning the QR code

\We are located in Guilford at 2351 Boston Post Road, Suite 403.
Guilford, CT. 06437

LipCity

BEST OF
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Ve E STEEEEeRE ([ comerer)
Partner — e — = — CONNECTICUT
B® \icrosoft — — WINNER
- PEOPLE PROCESS TECHNOLOGY e
Operational Efficiency &

IT/Disaster Recovery/Cyber Security

Since 1991, Unapen, Inc. has provided IT services, custom
software solutions, systems integration & software products

tailored for Connecticut businesses of any size.

Our goal is to solidify & protect your IT infrastructure,
enhance cyber security, streamline operations & workflow,

centralize data, & automate highly complex manual tasks to
make your business more successful & competitive.

UNAPEN, Inc | Meriden, CT | unapen.com | 203.269.6111




SHOP LOCAL, SHOP HOME

By: Dee Jacob, President of The Shoreline Chamber

Small businesses deserve more than the single day of Small Business Saturday. In
fact, chambers around the United States have been celebrating small business
shopping season from November 1Ist to January Ist for years as part of Shop Local,
Shop Home during small business hopping season.

Our local businesses, whether they be retail, service ,or food establishments are
here every day for us. They employ our kids, support our nonprofits, and donate
when families are in trouble. Perhaps you don't know that there is a seasonality to
shopping for many of our businesses. A lot of sales come in during the summer
though the fall to Christmas time. However, during January, February, and March
visitors to stores and restaurants drop, but bills need to still be paid. It's important
that we make a plan to visit our stores so that we can ensure they have the
income that will take them through the year.

How can we help? First is keeping in mind that shopping locally is an experience -
walking down our beautiful streets, looking in the windows, touching, trying and
sampling is different than when we shop online. Shopping online may seem
convenient, maybe too much of a convenience, but think about all the times you
return something that you bought online, and they don’t support our kids! When
you shop locally, you have the item you know is going to fit; you know the item will
be the color you think it's going to be.

Please, during the remainder of the holiday shopping season to January 1Ist, make
a commitment to buy a Secret Santa gift, a stocking gift a Chanukkah gift, «
special present for a teacher, a special present for those near and dear at a local
store. Make a plan to dine at your favorite place and to visit someplace new,
whether to dine there or buy a gift card.

Our local retailers and restaurants are here for us every day and they are the
heart of our communities of where we live and work. The Shoreline Chamber has
a way to make it easier! We have published electronically our Shop Local, Shop
Home, Shop the Shoreline gift guide. The Gift Guide (available at
www.shorleinechamberct.com) showcases thirty-six local businesses to provide
suggestions for those on your shopping list. It also lists numerous nonprofits
where a donation in honor of someone special might be the perfect gift this year.

CONTINUED




Come out to Guilford on December 5th from 5-8pm for Girls Night Out — shop,
ship, and dine. On December 12th, visit Branford for the Shop, Sip and Stroll from
12pm to 8pm.

In addition, to make your Shop Local, Shop Home even easier to accomplish, the
Shoreline Chamber is running a raffle that enables three lucky winners to win up
to $7500 in Visa gift cards, or $5000 in Visa gift cards or $2500 in Visa gift cards.
With only a $25 ticket price, you could have a 1/1000th chance to be a winner. Oh,
the possibilities -go to a local establishment, purchase a trip, donate it to a
nonprofit to help them meet their mission, or share it with families and friends.
Tickets must be purchased by 11:59pm December 1st and the drawing will be held
December 2nd at noon — so make sure you have your ticket!

Go to www.shorelinechamberct.com to purchase tickets. The raffle supports the
activities of the chamber throughout our shoreline that are not member specific,
such as our nonprofit conferences, health and wellness open houses, and artisan
events.

Have a wonderful holiday season and we hope to see you at our local stores and
restaurants!

Y
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Before your star employee asks,
“Do you have a minute...?”

Grey Ledge Advisors offers customized
investment options to meet the needs
of your business and your team.

Visit greyledge.com or call GREY
203-453-9075 to speak to one LEDGE

of our financial experts today! ADVISORS

NOT A DEPOSIT - NOT FDIC INSURED - NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY
NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK - MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE 17
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139 West Main Street
Branford
(203) 466-2622
www.soundautowholesalers.com

Free Lifetime Powertrain Warranty
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

Chamber events are highlighted in Green

QE%EF:‘AD?%R 30, E;?ngerd Tree Lighting and 6:30PM - 9:00PM  Branford Green details
DECEMBER 3, ;igiis\évﬁiaigsgegjv?tahging vour 12:00PM - 1:30PM  Online details
TUESDAY QuickBooks

DECEMBER 4-15  _593°% Theatre Presents " see link for details  L893cY theatre, details
?IESE?I? :5 S éicg%f%\&/ifé”oagghoosmg the  12.00PM -1:30PM  Online details
'I[')I-EISEZ[?AEs 5 Girl's Night Out Guilford 5:00PM - 8:00PM Downtown Guiford details
IEEICI:S:\A(BER 6, Firelight Festival 4:00PM-800PM €N Vn\q/hitﬁe'd State  etails

DECEMBER 6,
FRIDAY

DECEMBER 6,

FRIDAY

DECEMBER 10,
TUESDAY

Guilford Tree Lighting

North Branford Tree Lighting

Holiday BAsH at Bill Miller's
Castle

SCORE Webinar: Building Your

5:45 PM

6:30 PM

5:30PM - 9:30PM

Downtown Guiford

290 Forest Road,
Northford

Bill Miller's Castle,
Branford

details

details

details

DECEMBER 10, Sales Network with LinkedIn 5:30PM - 7.00PM  Online details
TUESDAY Sales Navigator

?FEISEZ[?;BE;! 12, Holiday Gift Basket Sale 12:00PM - 8:00PM Slrzilgtr%ne Library in details
?ESE?S:? 12, SCORE Webinar: 25 for 25 12:00PM -130PM  Online details
?ESEZSE? 12, Shop, Sip and Stroll 12:00PM - 8:00PM  Downtown Branford details
ESICD?:I(BER 13, Holiday Gift Basket Sale 12:00PM - 8:00PM g'rzzﬁtrg”e Libraryin - yetails
I?FEICIESA%BER 13, Nativity Scene 6:00PM & 7:00PM kAu;Qii?nn Churchiin details
2:_?524::\? 14, Holiday Gift Basket Sale 12:00PM - 8:00PM g'rzzﬁtr‘;”e Libraryin - getails
SDEﬁEX\?ER 15, Holiday Gift Basket Sale 12:00PM - 8:00PM g';ﬂ]ﬁztr%”e Libraryin - getails
?lEESE[h)AABYER 17, ggcoczzsvy—efai;iigstziainable 5:30PM - 7:00PM Online details

Groundwork for the Future

EAE'?SI;ADB:YR 21, Harbor Lights 4:30PM - 6:00PM Branford Point details
DECEMBER 25,

WEDNESDAY

Menorah Lighting in Guilford

Sunset

Guilford Green

19


https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/branford-holiday-tree-lighting-and-parade-10472
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-webinar-managing-your-business-finances-with-quickbooks-12-03-2024-10199
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/legacy-theatre-presents-a-christmas-carol-10180
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-webinar-choosing-the-right-quickbooks-12-05-2024-10200
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/firelight-festival-12-06-2024-10207
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/holiday-bash-at-bill-miller-s-castle-10158
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-webinar-building-your-sales-network-with-linkedin-sales-navigator-10206
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/holiday-basket-sale-10178
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-webinar-25-for-25-10208
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/holiday-basket-sale-12-13-2024-10181
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/living-nativity-12-13-2024-10203
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/holiday-basket-sale-12-14-2024-10182
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/holiday-gift-basket-sale-10183
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-webinar-sustainable-success-laying-the-groundwork-for-the-future-12-17-2024-10213
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/harbour-lights-branford-point-10480
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/guilford-girls-night-out-shopping-10477
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/guilford-tree-lighting-10478
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/branford-holiday-tree-lighting-and-parade-10472
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/branford-shop-sip-and-stroll-10473

DECEMBER 25, ) _ .
WEDNESDAY Menorah Lighting in Branford Sunset Branford Green

oAy First Night in Branford 6:00PM - 730PM  Branford Green

FRIDAY
Click here for full list of events.
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https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/

Interested in the stock market?

Give us a call.

Michael Ganci, AAMS", CRPC”
Financial Advisor

71 Whitfield Street
Guilford, CT 06437-2610
203-458-2185

Sue Ganci
Financial Advisor

200 Boston Post Rd
Suite Unit 1
Madison, CT 06443
203-779-6967

21
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AT THE SPEED OF BUSINESS

By. Albertus Magnus College

Instant gratification. Whether it's “going down a rabbit hole” in search of a word
or information, texting to share an immediate message or emotion, or having the
expectation of immediate service at a restaurant or online — that's the world we
live in. The feeling is “jump on that train” or else opportunities pass you by.

Life goes by in the blink of an eye and today, it seems business moves even
faster.

So buckle-up. Employers, entrepreneurs, and the workforce must be ready. A fast,
effective education can get you to your destination and help you lead — but more
importantly, allow you to hold the door open for others once you arrive.

In recent years, many Masters in Business Administration programs have gotten
bigger and more cumbersome. There seems to be a badge for everything. And
sometimes, “more” slows down the progress of achieving personal and
professional goals, with piles of achievement producing more clutter than results.

Higher education has caught up - providing leaner MBA opportunities that
require fewer, more comprehensive classes and fewer credits and thus are less
expensive. With the rise of Al and ever-improving technologies to streamline our
work, strategic leaders must be both analytical and people-focused, and
master's degree offerings need to reflect that.

For instance, Albertus Magnus College, a pioneer in adult learning, revised its MBA
with a laser focus on working professionals looking for that next promotion or
ready to pivot to a new career or industry.

Earning a master’'s is all about preparedness and marketability. It provides a
chance to expand your fundamental knowledge in your chosen field and excel in
a specialized or “niche” area of expertise. Here is where an MBA in particular can
prove to be pivotal as it can be that crucial, differentiating factor regarding
promotions and/or pay increases.

CONTINUED




A quick aside regarding money: sure, dollars are spent shaping and defining
careers but it is the ROI — Return on Investment — that is a master’'s degree true
appeal and value.

Back to that career path — it is shown that professionals can expand their network
by earning a degree at the master’s level. Connecting and building relationships
with peers, professors, and industry leaders can open many doors (and don't
forget to hold it open for the next person), inspire entrepreneurial skills, and even
enhance job security.

But the overriding message is this: You need to be “the complete package” in less
time. Yes, earning that next degree is all about acquiring the essential nuts and
bolts knowledge. But it is also about developing critical thinking skills and ethical
decision-making processes with real-world experience. That means: balancing
the formation of technical skills with character. That means: working at the
corporate level but still maintaining corporate social responsibility. That means:
making money but also doing good.

Time is an essential element in business.Achieving a 30-credit MBA can take just
11 months. Imagine a degree in months instead of years. But time isn't the only
ingredient in this recipe for success — so is flexibility. Thanks to technology,
classes are available online; or a combination of online and in-person; or yes,
fully in-person if that human connection is what matters mostAnd what's
learned in the classroom one day can be applied on the next workday.

It's never too late to be a learner and it is never too late to be a leader — as that is
a special skillset considering today’s complex issues. Perhaps a Master of Science
in Management and Organizational Leadership is your niche — also available at
the speed of business. Analysis, reasoning, and ethical decision-making are once
again at the forefront as businesses navigate new challenges and build high-
performing multi-generational workforces.

Books have been written about leadership — with 5G not just meaning internet
speed. It's about acquiring and implementing strategic tools that delve into self-
awareness, effective communication, understanding teams, equipping teams for
succeeding, and then knowing when to step back. It's about forward-thinking;
inclusion; purpose; shared vision; and developing the next generation of leaders
— encouraging them to adopt a servant-oriented approach rooted in trust.

CONTINUED




In the end, this is about more than a degree. It is about confidence and drive. It is
about inspiration and collaboration. For, by cultivating a diverse workforce, these
more educated leaders become more focused and more effective for their
organizations — keeping pace with the high demand for high-speed business and
faster, more positive and powerful results.

The MBA program in the Tagliatela School of Business and Leadership at Albertus
Magnus College in New Haven enables working professionals to meet practical
career goals within 11 months. Ranked by Forbes Advisor, US News & World
Report, MONEY, and The New York Times, Albertus is a Top 10 Military Friendly
School, New England’s most diverse Catholic college, and the first Catholic
college in the region to achieve Federal Hispanic Serving Institution designation.

=, ALBERTUS
) MAGNUS
24 COLLEGE




63 Whitfield Street
Guilford, CT 06437
(203) - 633-6846
www.southlanebistro.com

=
=

SOUTH
LANE

BISTRO

HOURS
Monday - Thursday: 4pm -9 pm
Friday & Saturday: 4pm - 9:30 pm
Sunday: 4pm - 8pm

Casual, fine food, with curated cocktails, wine and craft beers, steps away form Guilford
Green. Sit outdoors or inside, take out available, GF and vegan options.




7
MEET A MEMBER
MONTOWESE VETERINARY CLINIC

Montowese Veterinary Clinic in North Branford, CT, aims to
create an environment that feels different from your typical
animal hospital. While they pride themselves on providing
exceptional service and utilizing advanced veterinary
technology, their top priority is fostering a calm, welcoming
atmosphere. They understand that stress can affect your pet's
well-being, so they focus on minimizing stress and prioritizing
both their mental and physical health. In addition to top-notch
medical care, they emphasize gentle, stress-free handling to
ensure a better overall experience for your pet.

Silver Member since 2024

“Hands down Dr. Mendillo is the BEST Vet!! The entire team is
top notch! Gia was very comfortable with them and I'm very
happy my little pooch found her forever Vet!! Highly
recommend!!” - Chris C.

7
MEET A MEMBER
JAIPORE XPRESS

Jaipore Xpress, located in Guilford, offers a modern twist on
authentic Indian cuisine with a focus on bold flavors and fresh
ingredients. Situated near the Guilford Green, they provide a
welcoming atmosphere for both dine-in and takeout. Their
menu features a variety of dishes inspired by different regions
of Indiqg, including favorites like chicken tikka masala, masala
dosd, and vegetarian options such as saag paneer and aloo
gobi. With a mission to bring the rich culinary traditions of India
to Connecticut, Jaipore Xpress prides itself on using aromatic
spices and herbs to craft memorable meals.

Silver Member since 2024

“It’s beautiful here. The food is great, the atmosphere is so
cute and the service is excellent. | bring my friends here
because it’s just so good.” - Liz B.

www.jaiporexpress.com
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203-290-1005

Welcome to the Hamie Comfort Family

lovemyheating.

o Viglione, Jf-

owner
ense 04061 62-51

HOME COMFORT i~

stephe

HEATING & COOLING

S OLUTI ONS L L €

BE IN GONTROL OF YOUR
HOME ENVIRONMENT

“We Help Turn Your Home Into An Oasis”

Family-owned and operated with over 30 years of
experience at unmatched customer service HVAC repairs,
maintenance & installations

» Full-Service Heating and Air Conditioning

* Oil, Gas and Propane Boilers and Furnaces

» Complete Ducted and Ductless Heat Pump Systems
» Tankless Water Heaters

64 Thompson Street, Unit A207, East Haven, CT - 203-290-1005 - www.lovemyheating.com

REMEMBER whether it’'s HOT or COLD, You always need Home Comfort
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CHRISTMAS ON THE SHORELINE

By Mairi Bryan

The celebration of Christmas is something that we nowadays take for granted,
but in Puritan New England the meaning of Christmas was very different. To the
first Puritan settlers Christmas was sacred, and they considered decorated trees,
Christmas Carols, and other joyful events a desecration of their sacred event.

J In Massachusetts in 1659 the General Court enacted a
PUBLICK NC}TICE low making any observance of Christmas, other than
T,T,M:I’acw:“;:m :c;, spending the day at church services, a penal offense,
_"""J"(Tfmﬁf: eese and people were fined for any celebrations or hanging of

F;0R BIDDEN decorations. This attitude was the norm in New England
i e Offender bube 1oa Fieoffmsmns  UNLIL the mMid-1800's when the influx of German, Dutch,

‘ '- Irish and Italian immigrants brought with them the
traditions of St Nicholas, decorated trees, Yule logs, and the exchanging of gifts.
Along the Shoreline, the towns of Guilford, Branford and Northford gradually
adopted community celebrations. In Guilford the first “Community Christmas
Tree” was in 1917, with people wanting to celebrate the spirit of community during
the Great War.

They wished their “Tree of Light”, the first on the Guilford
Green, to proclaim goodwill and peace at Christmas. The
town paid for the lights, Guilford residents decorated the
tree, and carols were sung in a spirit of commmunity and joy.
This symbolic first Guilford Christmas tree survived the great
1938 hurricane and was lit until 1972, when Richard Dudley
proposed that the town light a different tree, which still
stands on the Green on Whitfield Street. Although not
decorated anymore, the large fir tree is still prominent on the
Green and in view of the current community tree across
from the Town Hall.

CONTINUED




In Branford the Community Christmas Tree also stands on the
Branford Green although its lighting was not historically a major
community event but brought volunteers together to decorate
the tree. Instead, the “Santa Special” train ride sponsored by
Branford Parks and Rec was a memorable event for adults and
children alike. The train ride from Branford to Old Saybrook
picked up Santa in Pine Orchard station, where in 1965 he
M arrived in a horse-drawn buggy driven by then Branford First
Selectman John Sliney. When Amtrak created Shoreline East in
1968 the tradition ended, but the Parade, created in the 1990’'s is now Branford’s
main community Holiday event. Town departments, local businesses and
schools, as well as neighborhoods create floats, decorate the route, and hand out
Christmas goodies, with the celebrations culminating in the lighting of the tree on
the Green.

Northford had a different and unique claim to fame as the “Christmas Card
Capital of the World” in the 1870’s. In New England, Christmas greetings were
originally found in sermons, songs and poems, but in the 1840’s with the creation
of the first postage stamps, it became easy to send Christmas greetings by mail.
In 1871 the Steven’s brothers of Northford created fancy Christmas cards adorned
with glitter and decorations. These ornamental greetings were so successful that
more than twenty entrepreneurs started Christmas card businesses in Northford,
and so Northford became the Christmas Card Capital of the World.

This year, the Guilford Tree Lighting will be on Friday December 6th at 5:45pm,
with music, horse drawn carriage rides, Santa, and the Candlelit Walk on Broad
Street.

The Branford Tree Lighting celebrations will be on Saturday November 30th. There
will be a parade at 6:30pm starting at Branford High School and marching down
Main Street, concluding with the tree lighting on the Green at 7:15pm. All can
participate in this as well as supporting Small Business Saturday from 10am-6pm.

North Branford/Northford Tree Lighting will be on
Friday December 6th at Totoket Valley Park from
6:30pm to 8pm. There will be Ice Sculpting, Hayrides,
Marshmallow Toasting, Entertainment and Santa to
top it all off.

Please come and enjoy all the festivities to kick off the holiday season!.
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Ultra-Premium, Additive Free Tequila Co-Owned By Branford Residents

FIND US LOCALLY & GIVE A GIFT OF CHEER!

Branford
Coastal Wine & Spirits | Branford Wine & Liquor
Harbor Package Store | Indian Neck Liquor Store
Gabel'’s Package Store | Stony Creek Package Store | Wine Barrel
Arturo’s Restaurant | Grey Goat Farmtique | Home | Lenny’s
Lockworks Tavern | Rosso Vino

Guilford

Frank’s Package Store | Sunrise Liquor | Shoreline Wine Merchants
S.S. Bottle Shoppe | Chapter One | Quattro’s

www.canciontequila.com

Time to “level up” your business’s online presence with professional

product imagery, and perhaps a 360-Virtual Tour of your Business --

A virtual walkthrough available directly on Google Maps, or on your
own website.

We'd like to extend a special offer to all Chamber Members. 20% discount on

any shoot, for mentioning this Newsletter Post! We want to work with you!

Google Street View

S V

Shoreline Pixels

Digital Photography and Imaging Specialists

Peter Sikes
Peter@Shorelinepixels.com
Photographer . 203'671'7338
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ADVANCED OFFICE SYSTEM

296 E}’Iam Stréet, Branford, CT 06405 « (203) 481-5349
211 Shunplke Road Cromwell' €T 06416 +(860) 635-7100
- WWW. aosmc com .

SALES « SERVICE « SUPPORT

70%-80% OF TRANSITIONS
FAIL, BUT IT IS ALSO TRUE
THAT 20% TO 30% ARE
SUCCESSFUL.

e Are there specific
actions that business
owners can take that set
them up to achieve a
successful transition?

IMPACT FINAN IAL _ :
7] meacemancia: il

!

BUSINESS OWNERS,

What Is Your Plan
for Transitioning
Out of Your
Business?

e What can you Iear_n from
successful transitions?

OUR PROCESS CAN HELP
YOU MAKE IT EASIER

THAN YOU EVER
THOUGHT POSSIBLE.

Eric Lawton, CEPA® :
President, Impact Financial < Learn more

eric@impactyourgoals.com
Tel. 203 884 0120 Impactyourgoals.com



E E T E B E R PPO EXTERIORS LLC_
PRO EXTE Rlo RS LLC ROOFING, SIDING, AND GUTTER SVSTEMS

Pro Exteriors is Connecticut’s premier contractor for roofing,
siding, and gutter systems. They take pride in redefining
industry standards through exceptional craftsmanship and
customer care. Trust their dedicated team to deliver top-
quality residential roof, siding, and gutter solutions. Pro Exteriors
LLC is proud to serve communities across Connecticut,
including New Haven, North Haven, East Haven, Branford, North
Branford, Guilford, Madison, Clinton, West Haven, Orange,
Milford, Stratford, Bridgeport, Fairfield, Westport, Norwalk,
Trumbull, Shelton, Cheshire, Hamden, Wallingford—and beyond!
Gold Member since 2024

“Our roof was expertly replaced, very nicely done and it was
completed in one day! The roofing crew was very nice and
communicated everything clearly. An excellent job, | highly
recommend them to anyone needing roof work.” - Peter S.

www.proexteriorsct.com

77
MEET A MEMBER @ SAYBROOK POINTrcsonr o sssina
SAYBROOK POINT RESORT AND MARINA

Saybrook Resort & Spa, located on Connecticut’s scenic
shoreline in Old Saybrook, offers a blend of coastal charm and
modern luxury. Guests enjoy elegant rooms with stunning water
views, rejuvenating spa treatments, heated saltwater pools,
and fresh, locally inspired dining. Perfect for romantic escapes,
family getaways, or events, the resort’s serene setting and
private beach access make it a standout destination.
Conveniently close to Old Saybrook’s quaint downtown and
local attractions, it's the ultimate spot for relaxation and refined
coastal living. Gold Member since 2024

“Charming hotel with phenomenal views and a relaxed vibe.
The staff are extremely helpful and friendly. In particular,
Vitaliia in the restaurant and Madeline at the Front Desk
made our stay very special. The food in the restaurant was
always excellent and you will not want to leave. “ - Troy

www.saybrook.com
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SOLSTICE

SENIOR LIVING

A

GUILFORD

201 Granite Road « Guilford, CT « Call Mindy (203) 458-3337 + SolsticeSeniorLivingGuilford.com

ADVANCED

THERAPEUTICS |

SPECIALIZING IN COGNITIVE IMPRIRMENT b

Experience healthy gut support, reduced
inflammation, and heal at a cellular level with
our Aqualaurin protocols.

From cold laser therapy to our hyperbaric
oxveen chamber, Advanced Therapeutics will
keep you strong and active as you age.

Matthew Robinson ND

WEBSITE:  wwsw advan cedtherapenticact, com
PHOME: [BEO) sax-7080
ADDRESS: 2614 Boston Post Rd. Goilford, COT ofqst
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Small Business Shopping Season November 1t to January 1!,

Nov 30th

Dec 1%t

Dec 5th

Dec 6th

Dec 12th

Dec 215t

Dec 25th

Small Business Saturday

Branford Holiday Parade at 6:30 pm
Branford Holiday Tree Lighting at 7:15 pm
Shoreline Chamber Raffle Ends at Midnight

Guilford Girls Night Out Shopping

Guilford Tree Lighting at 5:45 pm
North Branford Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm

Branford Shop, Sip, and Stroll

Harbor Lights, Branford Point

Christmas
Chanukah — Menorah Lightings on Green

Kwanzaa
¥ x°. ;
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116 Montowese Street
Branford, CT

'il”l';‘! |

——

2 a® Th ',_, 'll X E £ :
‘ . —— ‘F =

A GIFT SHOP FEATURING

LOCAL ARTISANS AND UNIQUE GIFT FINDS




By: Dee Jacob, President of The Shoreline Chamber

Many businesses, but not all, end their fiscal year on 12/31 - right during
celebrating the holidays. What can you do to have a smooth Year End

How do ensure you have everything you need for a smooth year end.

Follow these ten steps to prepare for your business’ year-end:

1. Determine your deadlines. Some companies must report financials to their
board or outside investors, while others only worry about tax filings. No matter
your business, you will, at minimum, face these two deadlines:

1099's are due by 1/31. These reports are primarily for vendor expenses but
also include interest paid, dividends, and option exercises.

Is someone preparing your tax filing? Most income tax agencies request
finances by the end of January to early February to avoid filing extensions.
Tax Filing Due Dates - partnerships and S corporations reporting on a
calendar year basis, which most do, must file their 2024 income tax returns
by March 17, 2025. Calendar-year C corporations must file their 2024
income tax return by April 15, 2025

. Review what documents your accountant needs to do their job.
o Check your email from early in 2024 and make a list of documents that
your accountant reminded you they needed.

. Plan your schedules. You will need to reconcile every balance sheet account
to a schedule for year-end. Print out a copy and, next to each account, write
what schedule you will use. You may need to make a new schedule or blow
the dust off an old one from last year. If your bookkeeper is doing this for you,
make time to review this and make sure it makes sense.

4. Get your mileage in. Business owners who use personal cars for business
purposes (or vice versa) need to report mileage at year-end to maximize tax
deductions.

5. Check personal credit cards for business expenses and vice versa. Small
business owners often mix business and personal expenses on Credit cards.
Check your Amazon account for example. Be sure to file expense or
reimbursement reports before year-end to avoid commingling of funds.

CONTINUED




6. Check vendor files for W9s. You'll need a W-9 for every vendor who you paid
this year for whom you will issue a 1099. If you do not have a W-9 on file for a
vendor, email them and request one.

. Ask employees to update their mailing addresses or enroll in digital W2s if
offered by your payroll service.

. Perform a Sanity Check Does the aggregate of the numbers reflect what you
thought they would be. For those of you that purchased materials through
your credit cards, did you receive goods in the previous year, but paid the
credit card bill in 2024. Check sale of items against revenue — is there a
discrepancy.

. Plan for 2025! Analyze what went well and what didn’t go well. Are there
measures that you should institute in place in 2025? Do you need to speed up
your monthly reporting to get a better idea whether you are on track,

Y

SHORELINE
CHAMBER




Now Open!
275 Branford Road North Branford, CT

(203) 562-9896 (phone or text)
www.montoweseveterinaryclinic.com

We are accepting new Clients!

Empathy, Sympathy, Kindness, Compassion and Excellence

S

e gy €
We are privately owned and operated_ by a North Branford Resident
(Veterinarian and Mom). We are a 2.5 doctor practice dedicating our time
and efforts to providing the best medical care for your pet, and creating a
client and patient experience above the rest!
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@tlantic

‘Business Supply, LLC

Complete Solutions For your Business

We've got you covered!

OFFICE FURNITURE

Complete selections of all products including Seating,
Desking, Filing, Storage

Office Design Services
Furniture Reconfiguration Design

Installation Services

FURNITURE for the HOME OFFICE

Desking
Seating
Sit to Stand Units

Monitor Arms

OFFICE SUPPLIES
COPY PAPER

INK AND TONER
JANITORIAL SUPPLIES

PERSONAL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT
(PPE)

Gloves (nitrile, vinyl)

Social Distancing Acrylic divider screens

Hand Sanitizers

Disinfectant Wipes Alcohol Wipes

Masks (3 ply, reusable, n95)

Disposable Gowns level 1,2,3

PRINTING

Letterhead
Business Forms

Envelopes

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Imprinted Company Advertising
Specialty ltems for your business
Apparel

Employee Gifts

Holiday Cards

Identification Products
Business Signage
Name Plates

Self-inking stamps and rubber stamps

CALL TODAY for DETAILS and PRICING
Bill Wilson
‘Wilson on Wheels”

wow @ Atlanticbusinesssupply.com

www.Atlanticbusinesssupply.com

(860)983-0915
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147 Durham Road, Suite 17
Madison, CT 06443

Photo by: Shoreline Pixels

A member

5Year
Anniversary

Congratulations!

¥ STEVARDS . . “
: ': LHN :;;:llfllr..il—'i—-»-—-—-;

Ski Gear : e Custom Boot Fittings
Snowboard Gear - #00 ¥ Tunings
Rentals il

Photo by: Shoreline Pixels
www.alpinehaus.com

221 W Main St Unit 8,
Branford, CT 06405
203-433-4139 A member o

10 Yecar
Anniversary
The Spice & Tea Exchange'
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UNLOCKYOUR

B RA N D S eCommerce Print & Document
Solutions Solutions

Il

ana
With American Solutions for Business g==]
Discover a suite of services designed to enhance Kitting & Fulfillment Fixtures &
your market presence, communications, and Solutions Displays
efficiency.
Our expertise and nationwide network deliver Q
measurable results, turning your vision into =
reality. g
Office Marketing
Supplies Solutions

Contact us today for a free consultation.

Jim Fennell
jfennell@americanbus.com
(203) 871-1150

s

Promotional
Products

Direct
Mail

Reporting
Solutions

W
Solutions for Business

asb-ct.com

An Employee-Owned Company

Fire « Water * Mold * Wind ¢ Ashestos

8 203-934-7332
)

HIC.0658016

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

BBB = www.pioneerenvironmentalct.com




Banking you can
trust since 1936!

Federal Credit Union

CROSSPOINT)

Live, Work, Learn or Pray in
New Haven County - Join Today!

Becoming a member is easy and comes
with perks!

* Super LOW Rates on Visa Credit Cards

e Plus Secured Credit Cards to
Build Credit!

¢ Vacation + Christmas Club Savings
Accounts

e Automatic Savings (right from your
paycheck so you don't have to lift
a finger!)

e Free Checking, Online Banking
and Bill Pay

All it takes is $5 in a Share Account to

become a member. Bring in this page or a
copy and we will GIVE YOU THE $5 so we
can start helping you at life’s crosspoints!

Find us at:
105 Sanford Street, Hamden, CT - 249 West Main Street, Branford, CT
200 Orange Street, New Haven, CT - 501 Crescent Street, New Haven, CT

CROSSPOINTFCU.ORG ¢ 203.288.1695 + @ ©® ® - a8




spavia
Guilford Commons

FIRST VISIT
OFFER

/SAVE
:"':-jfff;\ $20 |

\

60 Min Signature
Massage
or
Signature Facial

ONLY $89, Regularly $109
203.884.6684

Expires Soon

www.spaviaguilfordcommons.com
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GREENSTAGE GUILFORD Serreses

Liva Arts

GreensStage Guilford is a vibrant performing arts festival held in
Guilford offering a rich blend of music, dance, drama, and
spoken word performances. Typically staged on and around
the picturesque Guilford Green, this festival highlights the area’s
artistic community. It features numerous free live
performances, including music from various genres such as
folk, jazz, and classical, as well as contemporary dance, puppet
shows, and even circus skills. The festival is supported by a
network of volunteers, local organizations, and sponsors, and
has grown to become a cornerstone of the region’s cultural
offerings. Nonprofit Member since 2018

‘Presenting a biennial performing arts festival and other
events on the Connecticut Shoreline.”

www.greenstageguilford.org

7
MEET A MEMBER
HENRY WHITFIELD STATE MUSEUM

The Henry Whitfield State Museum in Guilford, CT, is the oldest
house in the state and New England's oldest stone house, built
in 1639 by Puritan minister Henry Whitfield. It served as a home,
church, meetinghouse, fort, and traveler shelter. Acquired by
Connecticut in 1900, it became the state’s first museum. Visitors
can explore exhibits, artifacts, a Visitor Center, education
displays, and scenic grounds. The museum is currently
reinterpreting its history to include narratives of
underrepresented groups and offers both in-person and online
experiences. Nonprofit Member since 2001

“I could have easily spent the entire day there. You can
actually feel the history radiating from the walls and every
item in the museum. Looking forward to visiting again.”

- Jessica B.




SHORELINE

CHAMBER OF cOMMERCE

SHORELINE CHAMBER
HEALTH & WELLNESS OPEN HOUSE
AT SOUNDVIEW FAMILY YMCA

Sponsored by

SPEAKER SEMINAR SCHEDULE

[_|_| OR CRAZI LUuMIBILITY

g How to Handle an Emergency Siutation
9:00 AM

Randy McNam.
Shoreline CPR

What is Pediatric OT, Speech and Feeding Therapies?

P 0 Danielle Matos, MSOT, OTR/L from

A More to Say, LLC
e i fyfebabecr ettt |
& Heart Health Habits for Women

LAc from
ith Clinic

Fall Prevention

Austin Bronson, DPT, OCS from
vy Rehab Network

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS, PRESENTERS AND VENDORS
WHO ATTENDED OUR 2ND ANNUAL HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR.




G s B The only bank
you'ﬂ ever need.

GET REWARDED AT GSB:

Get $200

With any new business ‘\
checking account! ‘

Open any new business checking account and

YOU get rewarded!

Plus, all qualifying business checking accounts offer:

Digital Business Solutions:
Digital dashboard helps
you easily manage your
money and financial health

Free Incoming Wires:
Plus other great
value adds for your
business

Business Debit Card +
Rewards: Track and
manage spending,
and earn 1 point for
each $4 spent

Promotional Disclosures
1. $200 Business Bankina Relationship: Available when you open a new Business Checking. Business Select Checking. or Business Select Plus Checking Account. Get $200 whan you meet account terms

and conditions of account for 180 days. You must enter pramotion code *200B1Z" if epening online or mentien the promotion to a banker when opening at any GSB branch. Accounts subject to approval.
Current GSB business checking customers are ineligible for $200 offer. Minimum requirements to aveid monthly service fee must be continually met for the account and the account must remain open far
180 days to receive the statement credit. Limit 1 per business owner. May be subject to 1099 reporting. Account halder is responsible for all applicable taxes. Offer valid threugh December 31, 2024, and

may be withdrawn at any time.

Start banking with GSB:
& N\

Open online or in-branch i
in as Iittle as 5 minuteS! :n _ you'll ever ne_ed,

N The only bank
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