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ABOUT THE JEA

Our Mission

To promote excellence among
educators committed to
Conservative Jewish education by
advancing professionalism,
encouraging leadership, pursuing
lifelong learning and building
community.

Our Vision

To serve educators in their efforts to
strengthen the Conservative
Movement and inspire greater Jewish
learning. To be the leading advocate
for the welfare of the Jewish
educator and for best practices in
Jewish education.

Our Values

Spirited and honest intellectual
exploration of sacred texts, fluency in
Hebrew, joyful participation in Jewish
holidays and rituals, a deep
commitment to Israel and the Jewish
People, and egalitarian practice,
academic excellence, innovation,
collaboration, professionalism,
lifelong learning, and integrity.

Although the statements above
reflect an organization that prides
itself on strengthening Jewish
education, supporting its members
and the students who benefit from
the learning, the JEA is more than
words on a page.

Annual Conference intended to gain and
share knowledge of best practices and tools
to help promote excellence in Jewish
learning

Online tools, such as the Listserv, allowing
questions and conversations about all
aspects of Jewish education including
program ideas, leadership, nation-wide
trends, and best practices

Multitudes of educational webinars and
other professional development
opportunities from highly trained experts to
help guide any educator seeking new ideas
and techniques in the field

Partnership with all arms of the
Conservative Movement (USCJ) to promote
unity and guide the movement in issues
related to Jewish Education

Mentoring for new Education Directors
seeking guidance and ideas for fulfilling
goals and tasks in their new positions
ETGAR curriculum - developed by JEA
members, for JEA members

Professional recognition for years of service
in the field of Jewish education including
Honorary Doctorate from JTS and CJE
Certification

Guidance for job seeking and contract
negotiation

Research and grant opportunities

Lifelong friendships and colleagueship

JEA, all this and so much more.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

March 12, 2023 - 19 Adar 5783
Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It has been pointed out to me that this will be my 22nd - and final - letter of greetings to you at
the start of our annual conference. So what is sometimes a bit of a routine task takes on a bit
more significance this year as I retire from my role as Executive Director.

What can I say that has not been said before? What words of guidance, encouragement and
perhaps, even inspiration can I write in this space? How much more can I praise you, the Jewish
educator working in the field, sometimes struggling, sometimes succeeding magnificently? How
else can I let you know how much you are appreciated, even though it may not always feel that
way? How else can I remind you that the Avodah, the work and the service of Jewish education is
sacred work - God's work?

Our theme this year is Tradition, Transition and Change. Perhaps I can remind you of the old
adage “the more things change, the more they stay the same.” Like all of you, I am mindful of the
enormous changes that are continuing to come to Jewish education. How we teach, when we
teach, even who we teach are constantly evolving as our understand of how children learn, the
use of technology and cultural norms continue to change. We struggle to keep up when, in fact,
we should be the agents of change staying far ahead of the curve. It isn't easy.

Yet at the same time, we understand that good education, no matter what you call it, is still good
education. Teaching substance in a manner that is thoughtful, engaging and that encourages
intellectual exploration is good education - no matter what you call it. Personally connecting
with students and families in a way that is impactful to their lives is still good education - no
matter what you call it. Serving as a personal dugma - role model and promoting the joy of
Jewish living and our special connection to Eretz Yisrael is still good education - no matter what
you call it. In the military, they often use the term “assets in the field.” You are our assets in the
field facing the same challenges and fighting the same battles that have been fought for
generations - how to bring the next generation closer to Judaism.

So my dear colleagues... So many of us are driven by our passion for our work and the
importance of our cause. So many of us work far beyond our given hours and far beyond the
contractual definitions of our jobs. I would never dissuade you from doing the most that you can
and being the best that you can be. But I also share with you the words of Pirkei Avot that have
become especially meaningful to me as I approach retirement:

DD DAY 1MIN 12 DAX KI1,A0AD NIRIND PIY KD
It is not your duty to complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it.

By all means, tackle Jewish education with “all your heart, all your soul, and all your might.” But
lallow yourself the luxury of leaving something to do for those who will succeed us

B'vracha,

Califee



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Tradition. Transition. Change.

As educators, we are always seeking a balance of these three ideas. We cleave to the
minhag of our institutions and to our Jewish traditions. We are always in a state of
transition, recreating, and reorganizing - whether because of a pandemic or
implementation of new programs. We know that change is not only necessary, but it is also
how we grow. Change is positive and transformative even while it is sometimes scary and
stressful.

This year's conference, our 71st JEA Conference, explores how Jewish Education is
changing as we move into our post-pandemic world - a world defined by new technologies,
new points of view, and new modalities of learning. We seek answers from our rich Jewish
tradition and ideas from experts, including one another, as we try to provide the best
educational experiences for our students.

Our Board of Directors is in transition. After three years, I am stepping down as president.
It has been my honor to serve this assembly. I am grateful to the board members who have
supported me and allowed me to pursue my vision. We have accomplished a great deal and
I am very proud of our work together. I look forward to supporting our next president,
Cantor Larry Brandspiegel, and helping him realize his vision for JEA.

JEA is in transition. Soon, our beloved Executive Director, Dr. Edward Edelstein, will retire.
We honor him for his 22 years of leadership, guidance, knowledge, and experience in the
field of Jewish Education. He has been a teacher to us all and we are grateful for all that he
has done for JEA. And there is more change. I am thrilled to follow in Eddie’s footsteps and
become the next Executive Director! I'm confident our transition will be smooth and I will
get right to work serving you, our members.

There is tremendous potential for JEA going forward. We are working with USCJ to bolster
support for Jewish education in our synagogues. I look forward to partnering with them
and other educational organizations to bring us new professional development
opportunities. JEA is your organization. Let us know how we can help you grow to further
the mission of Jewish education.

Finally, thank you all for the love and support you have shown me and each other during
these past years. You have enriched both my professional and personal life and I'm blessed
to have so many talented and compassionate colleagues and friends.

B'vrachah,

Wobin
Rabbi Robin Foonberg



JEA BOARD OF TRUSTEES - 2022-2023

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Rabbi Robin Foonberg

Cantor Larry Brandspiegel

Rebecca Gordon

Dr. Melissa Ser

Dr. Cathy Berkowitz*
Jason Cathcart

Steve Kerbel

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Cantor Larry Brandspiegel

Dr. Cathy Berkowitz
Dr. Melissa Ser

Debra Deutsch*
Rebecca Gordon
Jason Cathcart
Aviva Tilles*

Rabbi Robin Foonberg

* Conference Chairs

President

Senior Vice President

VP Membership

VP Conference/Communications
VP Finance

Secretary

Immediate Past President

SLATE 2023-2024

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

Senior Vice President

VP Communications/Marketing
VP Conference/Professional Dev.
VP Membership

VP Finance/Treasurer

Secretary

Immediate Past President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Aviva Tilles*

Babette Cohn

Betty Golub

David Schwartz
Sharon Safra

Debbie Deutsch

Beth Copelovitch
Rabbi Julie Schwarzwald
Charlie Sherman
Lisa Richman

Eliyahu Krigel

Rabbi Paul Freedman

Larry Katz

Babette Cohn

Samantha Hoffman
Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Rabbi Julie Schwarzwald
David Schwartz

Lisa Richman

Rabbi Paul Freedman
Eliyahu Krigel

Charlie Sherman



JEA PAST PRESIDENTS

Henry Goldberg* (Founding President)

Dr. Harry Malin*

Dr. William B. Lakritz*
Dr. Alfred Weisel*

Dr. Martin Goldstein*

Dr. Hyman Pomerantz*

Dr. Norman Schanin*
Dr. Nathan Winter*
Dr. Gabriel Cohen*
Dr. Shimon Frost*
Dr. Aryeh Rohn*

Dr. Hyman Campeas*
Dr. Jay Stern*

Dr. Solomon Goldman
Dr. Irving Skolnick
Dr. Aaron Nussbaum
Dr. Michael Korman*

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer

Rabbi Marim D. Charry
Dr. S. Hirsch Jacobson*
Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro*
Dr. Michael H. Halzel*

Dr. Sheila C. Adler*

Dr. Howard B. Rosenblatt
Dr. Mark S. Silk

Dr. Paul D. Schneider

Dr. Steve Freedman

Dr. Lonna Picker

Dr. Lawrence M. Katz

Dr. Hedda S. Morton

Dr. Fred Nathan

Dr. Michael Schatz

Dr. Louis Nagel

Steve Kerbel

Rabbi Robin Foonberg




CONSERVATIVE JEWISH EDUCATOR

The title of CJE is intended to recognize attaining a standard of achievement in the field of
Conservative Jewish education and stand as a mark of honor and distinction. Earning the CJE
is based on educational experience, academic study, and a demonstration of commitment to
the goals of the JEA. The goal of this certification is to recognize educators who have
achieved the highest professional standards of our organization and to encourage ongoing
learning, growth, and development. Certificates are presented at the annual JEA Conference.

NEW CJE

RECIPIENTS

Rabbi Julie Schwarzwald * Debra Deutsch

Mazel tov on your accomplishments as you join this talented group of educators.

Sandy Andron
Elly Bauman
Cathy Berkowitz
Sandra Borowsky
Larry Brandspiegel
Jason Cathcart
Janice Colmar
Babette Cohn
Beth Cohn Copelovitch
Tirza Covel
Stacey David
Debra Deutsch
Aliza Drumm
Peter Eckstein
Eddie Edelstein
Dina Eliezer
Itzhak Emanuel
Jill Epstein
Joshua Fineblum
Edwin Frankel
Elisha Frumkin
Yaffa Fuchs

Alicia Gejman
Estee Gold
Leslie Goldress
Rebecca Gordon
Nancy Gorod
Barry Gruber
Judy Haven
Robin Foonberg
Tobi Innerfield
Selilah Kalev
Lawrence Katz
Steve Kerbel
Sherrie Klein
Danny Kochavi
Michael Korman
Eliyahu Krigel
Patti Kroll
Marshall Kupchan
Judith Kuper Jaffe
Lauren Kurland
Ben Lewis
Wendy Light

Scott Littky
Keri Loventhal
Sherri Morris
Hedda Morton
Jeffrey Myers

Louis Nagel

Laura Naide

Fred Nathan

Jennifer Newfeld
Matthew Nover
Sol Novick
Adrianne Pasternak

Lonna Picker
Lisa Pressman
Harvey Raben
Andrea Raizen
Karen Raizen
Lisa Richman
Fran Richter
Jim Rogozen

Liz Rolle

Howard Rosenbaum

Tamara Ruben
Cindy Saper
Michael Schatz
Julie Schwarzwald

Maxine Segal Handelman

Melissa Ser
Sara Shapiro-Plevan
Charles Sherman
Janette Silverman
Sara Simon
Elizabeth Singer
Samara Sofian
Robert Spitz
Paul Steinberg
Janice Tytell
Arlyne Ungar
Saul Wachs
Sharon Wasserberg
Esther Weiss
Bob Westle

Susan Wyner



LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

1989
1990
1991

1992

1993

1994
1995
1996
1997

1998
1999
2000
2001
2002

Dr. Sylvia Ettenberg z"l
Dr. Alfred Weisel z"'l
Dr. Aaron Nussbaum
Dr. Joseph Lukinsky z"l

Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro z"l

Rabbi Marim D. Charry
Dr. Saul P. Wachs

Dr. Daniel Margolis

Dr. Hyman Campeas z"l
Dr. Diane King

Dr. Burton Cohen

Dr. Paul Schneider

Dr. Steven Brown

Rabbi Robert Abramson z"l

2003
2004
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2015
2016
2022

Rabbi Alvan H. Kaunfer
Rabbi Sheldon A. Dorph
Dr. Abe Gittelson z"l
Dr. Solomon Goldman
Rabbi Gerald Teller z"l
Dr. Lonna S. Picker

Dr. Eyal Bor

Dr. Michael H. Halzel z"l
Rabbi Paul Freedman
Dr. Fred Nathan

Dr. Louis Nagel

Dr. Hedda Morton

Dr. Cathy Berkowitz
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THE JEA HONORS

our friend * our mentor ° our colleague
our retiring Executive Director

DR. EDWARD EDELSTEIN
With Special Thanks to:
Dr. Hedda Morton, Honoree Event Chairperson
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WITH AN EXTRA SPECIAL
THANK YOU TO ANNA -
FOR BEING A LOVING
AND CARING PART OF
OUR JEA FAMILY!
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WHO IS RICH? THE ONE WHO IS CONTENT WITH THEIR LOT IN LIFE
Tehillim 128:2

Tonight | am surrounded by riches...
My family, my friends, my colleagues, my teachers and my students.

As | reflect back on a lifetime spent in Jewish education,
it is | who have grown, learned, and been touched and enriched by all of
you! | am so proud of all that we have achieved and accomplished
together over all these years in supporting our educators and advancing
our sacred work in Jewish education.

Thank you to my wonderful wife Anna, who has always encouraged me and
been my partner not just in life, but in all things JEA. Thank you to my
children, Shelley and Michael and now my grandchildren who have often
been along for the ride.

Thank you to all those who have worked so hard to plan this conference
and create this most special evening.
With extra-special appreciation to
e Hedda S. Morton « Robin Foonberg « Larry Brandspiegel ¢
o Cathy Berkowitz « Aviva Tilles « Rebecca Gordon e
» Melissa Ser « Babette Cohn ¢
who have given so much of their time and talent.

Finally, to my JEA family - you are exactly that - a huge family that cares
so deeply about one another and supports our shared goals. Even as |
take a step back from my role of Executive Director, please know that you
will always remain a part of my family and our deep friendships and
relationships will long live on.

1272317 20XA
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Eddie -
For your urgaam[[efec[

contribution to Conservative
Jewish education, T. emy[e Beth E[
is Jarouc{ of you and wishes you
ﬁcygpiness, gooe[ health, and

success in d[[ new enc[eavors.

With love and admiration,
T emy[e Beth El

TEMPLE A
BETH ELITIT

CEDARHURST, NY




He [Rabban Yohanan] said | INTI IR ,Dijb AR

unto them: go forth and . ! :
observe which is the right | PRTPW 7Y 777 PR

way to which a man should | IIY°9K 27 .OIRT A2
cleave? Rabbi Eliezer said, "9 .799D 10 199K
a good eye; Rabbi Joshua | T MO 0 A
said, a good companion; | A0 927 ,IR YU
Rabbi Yose said, a good | .2ID 190 ,909R %91 020
neighbor; Rabbi Shimon : ayy 94 plans

said, foresight. Rabbi UL oIS TW?W o
Elazar said, a good heart. Y 77& 27 »7',773U DX
He [Rabban Yohanan] said ,009 IR .23 2Y 999X
to them: I prefer the words b Al

of Elazar ben Arach, for in 1157777}{’737 IR IR AR
his words your words are ’7?33'@ ,02°7270 ¥ 12
included. ‘0391:-‘ -l',-l;-‘

I thought of you Eddie as I read this passage. It has been a
pleasure and honor to work alongside you and know you these
past four plus decades. You have one of the biggest hearts of
anyone that I know, showing love for your campers, staff,
students, teachers, colleagues and friends. This journey has
indeed been an incredible one so far, and thank you seems so
insufficient, but it must suffice. Thank you Eddie. Notas a
postscript by any means, but thank you Anna, not only for
sharing, but for just being you.

Rabbi Hazzan Jeffrey Myers
Tree of Life, Pittsburgh
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ﬁ Where everybody knows your name

9
% and they're always glad you came

Sddie
As you move on to the next stage in your life, I hope you know how
much you have impacted mine. Mazal tov, and thank you!

Hobin

You have become an incredible friend, mentor, and colleague.
I can't wait to see what you accomplish as our new Executive Director.

SBarry
As our next President, I know you will move this organization in the
right direction. I look forward to coming along for the ride!

& o my colleagues and fellow board members
Each of you is an inspiration and I treasure your friendship.

Thank you for trusting me with the design of this honoree journal.
It has been a labor of love.

Melissa Ser

o ol




The _—
Joint Retirement Board Guiding the Way toa
for Conservative Judaism Financially Secure Retirement

Mazal Tov to Dr. Edward Edelstein on 22
years of service as JEA Executive Director!

Very best wishes to the JEA for a successful |
Conference from the Board Members and Staff __s
of the JRB.

Trustees and Observers

Rabbi Felipe Goodman Rabbi Jacob M. Blumenthal
iy Rabbi Gilah Dror

Rabbi Michael B. Greenbaum, Ed.D. Dr. Edward Edelstein, CJE
ist Vice Chair

Mr. Bob Greenwald
Rabbi Joel H. Meyers
Mr. David Rothenberg

Hazzan Abraham Lubin
2nd Vice Chair

Rabbi Tracee Rosen

Secretary Mr. Robert Shapiro
Stanlev M. I—Ioch}lauser) CPA R.abbl Matthe‘-v H. Sim(‘ll‘l
Treasurer Ms. Dana Sharon Winer

Rabbi1 Melinda Zalma

Staff
Mitchell J. Smilowitz, CPA Mr. Andrew Jabar

Chief Executive Officer Ms. Fasia Jabar

Ms. Carmen Rubert
Mr. Douglas Spangler

One Penn Plaza, Suite 1515, New York, NY 10119
Toll Free: 888-JRB-FREE

Email: staff(@)jrbej.org
www.jrbcj.org



Te €ddie~

“Ne perser was emels Aemered for what he
what Pe garre”.
-Calmism Coslidge

Edch of us has been touched by the gifts you've given-
Love, time, advice, leadership, friendship.
Tonight, we celebrate and honor YOU.

Yo e, mande wh all e nery proud. Magak T

o etinimg frem 22 excellent years ab JEAS.
Excecntine Director!!

J = ®
Much Lerve,
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Dr. Eduward Ediletein

Wit greal adhniralion and respect
gor all you have achicved,

Fondly,

D Sty Rubin Schuver
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On his retirement as Executive Director
of the Jewish Educators’ Assembly

33
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j “Who devotedly engages in the needs of the community™

o Eddie, you have performed outstanding
> (] service to educators and the Jewish people
L\é We wish you well as you enter the next

4

‘Zé A exciting phase of your life!

Your Colleagues and Friends in Rhode

X
/ ( Island
/Z N7 Lawrence and Marilyn Katz
! V S{' ¢ Alvan and Marcia Kaunfer
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The more @ : i
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Torah, the h : : b ylweE L e e
ore life; wnen once 1s passmnate about ‘n@:U n:ﬁp

The more :)Vhat the};l (:)’ hwhat tFey ,ﬂgl? a2
s, ; t t -
sitting ecome, and who they associate u‘i;ﬂ:fj ﬂ:ﬁf_ﬁ

[in the with, the world is a better

company of place. It is then they find r”i?'l3 ﬂﬁﬁ?_:

ilclhojr:]’ thanks, honor, joy, and shalom. om‘ﬂ? ﬂ:ﬁ?_ﬁ
e more ; :
wisdon: FOR THOSE WHO ,:.ﬂu vty .‘l;|T
The more ~ COMPLETE THE WORLD... ,mgy‘? At
counsel, the ’ﬂ'ﬂjﬂ =k 1‘7 ﬂ;i?
more understanding; The more charity, : ap ¥

the more peace. If one acquires a good D'?wtr U 15’ ﬂ;‘?
name, he has acquired something for ‘N;U
himself; If one acquires for himself [FOR THOSE MO

knowledge of Torah, he has acquired life COMPLETE THE WORLD:
in the world to come. Mishnah Avot 2:7 .1 4.0 p admiration for

Eddie Edelstein: Colleague,

UTSD V370  In recognition of the e
e Teacher, Administrator,

Jewish Educators Assembly: Educators,
Scholars, Creators, Counselors, and Friends. Leader, and Friend.

With admiration, respect, trust, and love,
Cantor Larry and Dr. Laura
Brandspiegel and Family
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With admiration for

EDDIE EDELSTEIN

and his 22 years of service as
executive director of the JEA.

We are proud of our partnership with
the JEA over decades of
educating generations of Jewish leaders.

We are grateful for Eddie’s many years of
creativity, mentorship, and passion
on behalf of the Ramah Nyack community!

S Rih

Phid | 2V 1AE i _.ll

»Ramah P el S
Camping Movement IN NYACK

Arnie Harris, President Matt Binstock, Chair

Amy Skopp Cooper, Director Rabbi Ami Hersh, Director
Rabbi Mitchell Cohen, Senior Advisor
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Mazal Tov Eddie Edelstein on your retirement
and, most of all, thank you for your years of
creative, loyal, and dedicated service to
Jewish Educators in the Conservative
Movement.

We are forever grateful for the positive
impact you had on professionalizing the field
of Jewish Education and how you shaped the

field of Jewish Education through your

leadership at the Jewish Educator’s
Assembly.

Thank you for connecting Cathy Berkowitz

to our congregation 19 years ago and

Mazal tov to Cathy in being nominated as the
Senior Vice President of the JEA

Rabbi David Steinhardt

B'NAI TORAH
CONGREGATION
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Colleague, educator, friend, mentor, mensch, and travel buddy
Your wisdom, passion, vision, leadership and dedication as JEA’s longest serving
Executive Director are an inspiration to all of us

“You shall know the fruits of your labor and you will find them to be good”
Proverbs 12:14

WLLD Q&Lm ﬁ&NL&@f

Exceptional, innovative leader as JEA’s 34th President and
JEA Executive Director-elect

&
()/WIV &Y, Mm/ﬁ ﬁ “7/Mv7/ g/f u%&

JEA President-elect (and first Cantor to serve in this office)
Wonderful colleague, collaborator, and friend for more than 30 years

Many thanks to the JEA Officers, Board and Conference Committee

With great admiration and deep affection

Dr. Hedda S. Morton

Prons pm PIT
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‘Who is honored, one who honors others ., .

To our dear friend and colleague

Dr. Eddie Edelstein

Mazal Tov on your 22 years of service!

Thank you for your leadership,

dedication and above all, friendship.

Your Delaware Valley Colleagues:

Yaffa Fuchs, Sherrie Klein, Nogah Marshall, Hedda Morton, Lisa Richman,
Selma Roffman, Michael Schatz, Arlyne Unger, Shira Weissbach




@ BEHRMAN HOUSE

Dear Eddie,

You’ve been an anchor of the Jewish educational community
since my first days in the field. It’s hard to think about the
JEA without you at the helm, and it’s hard to imagine what the
community will be like in your absence. That, I think, is the
highest tribute one can pay to your engagement and
accomplishments.

But I’'m certain we haven’t heard the last of your
contributions. And so from all of your friends here at Behrman
House, we wish you all the very best of success in this next
stage.

pruid B

i T




Tn hovor of

DR. MICHAEL
SCHATZ, CIJE

JEA Past President

=i WYNNEFIELD
)= CAPITAL
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"to use the Torah is more important than to study it..."

Fddie,

You exemplify these words by wearing the
Crown of Torah in your every undertaking

Your selfless dedication & compassion have elevated

the JEA to its highest level.
7201 9O

Our warmest wishes and best love,

Lonna & Stan




Mazel Tov Eddie
on your distinguished career

with the JEA

We are so proud
of the example that you set
and we know that Michael was always
proud of your accomplishments

and treasured your friendship

Weth mact love,
Celie Falzel
i Falzel

Wichael Falzel (of Ulessed memony)




Dear Larry, Melissa, Cathy, Rebecca, Jason, and the JEA Board.

| am so grateful to all of you for your support these past three
years. We have accomplished a great deal together and come

through challenging times. | look forward to continuing our sacred

work together as | step into my new role as Executive Director.

M L wod it
Vi
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You captivate countless ears with the music of Torah and Tefilah
as a pillar of the Jewish people and our family.

Cantor Larry Brandspiegel

Congratulations on 20 years of accomplishments with the JEA.
We can’t wait to hear your next verse and the harmony
you will bring in your new role as president

All our love,
Laura, Samantha, Avi, Heather, Jeremuy, Orli, and Shayna

Congratulations and Kol Hakavod to our dear family friend, Eddie Edelstein
on your incredible tenure as JEA Executive Director.

Mazel Tov to
CANTOR LARRY BRANDSPIEGEL

on becoming the President of the

Jewish Educators Assembly

The Board of Directors
East Brunswick Jewish Center
Jack Goldberg and Steve Wohl Co-Presidents

./

-




Mazal Tov to our dear friend & colleague

Eddie Edelstein

With gratitude and pride for all of Eddie’s remarkable contributions
to our field, and unwavering partnership and friendship in NAASE.
We wish him a joyous and fulfilling journey upon his retirement
from the Jewish Educators Assembly.

g,naase

NYVI .

.OTX 720 TRiY 2020 101N

Who is wise? One who learns from every individual.

Eddie, you have built and sustained our community of
educators, and enabled us to come together and learn from
one another. We are indebted to you for your guidance,
commitment and efforts. Mazel Tov on your retirement and
may you & your family continue to go from strength to
strength.

With our appreciation,
Sharon & Mickey Safra




dedication.
Proud to call you brother
and brother-in-law.

d' Congratulations Eddie on
Ma’L ‘ your years of service and
/@\f ;

Hard to imagine you "retired" but we
know you will make the most of
whatever the next chapter brings.

With much love, Sandy & Scott Q\®/
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Eddie, you’ve spent your career at JEA propping us up, helping us

celebrate our successes and navigating our challenges. Your

advice was always personal to each member, honest and frank,

gentle but realistic, reassuring and empathetic. We've worked

closely on things that could have been difficult: development and

membership challenges, two Israel conferences, a field that is

always changing and a shifting cast of characters - and yet never

did it ever seem like we would be unable to succeed and reach our

goals.
Thank you - for your wisdom, your enthusiasm, your passion, your
ruach, your discretion, your time, your creativity and your
commitment. The world of Jewish education is richer because you
asserted yourself as a leader in the field. As a professional and a
colleague, | am richer and better at my craft because of what |

learned by watching you and working with you.

With great love and admiration,
Steve Kerbel

JEA Members - We all have those things on our to do lists we just haven't gotten
to. Contact Steven Kerbel Educational Consulting

for help getting those things done.

e leacher *rain/'ng and

coaching
o Curr/cu/um revisions and

updates
School- wide Hebrew

reaa’ing assessment's If you visit DC, we provide a tour of the
Am p ing up your Israel monuments through a Jewish lens.
education For your parents and adult programs,
we offer a wide array of programs - ask
about our Israeli Wine Tastings.

He/lping feachers mee?L 7%e

needs of diverse learners

Steven Kerbel Educational Consulting -
301-335-6278 Shkerbel@gmail.com




Congregation
Beth }(;x Israel

S Jersey

Yasher Kochech to JEA Conference Chair
Aviva Tilles!

We're so glad you can share
everything you bring to our community
with educators across the country!

- Your CBI Community

NP2 DY 73907 7390 MPR

Who is honored? One who honors his fellows.

By giving of your knowledge, dedication and love of Jewish
Education, you have honored the JEA community and beyond for
the past 22+ years.

2 5

It is our honor to now honor you!

We are so proud to have watched your incredible life's work and
passion in developing, advancing and sustaining Jewish Education.

With Love,

Shelley & Joel Amy & Michael
Talia, Elisha and Jonah Rebecca and Shayna




Tildie,

- Congratulations on outstanding leadership of the JEA for these many years...
- And “Thank You” for all your heart and soul efforts in creating incredible
Annual Meetings! All of you... Will be missed!l!

But Best Wishes for a healthy and happy retirement!
God bless you!!

Your loving friends

Richard and Cathy Holland

In honor of Dr. Eddie Edelstein,
a dear frienc[ and colleague of our mother,
Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro 2'[

Ephraim Shapiro
Sara and Jonathan Shuter
Rachel and Barry Kirzner

Sim and Susie Sﬁqpiro

/\Q}/\ Rivka Shapiro K_\&Q/\




CANTORSASSEMBLY

Every Jewish Soul Has A Voice

Ii'.\‘v‘

The Cantors Assembly extends its best wishes to our friend, Eddie
Edelstein, on his forthcoming retirement as Executive Director of the
Jewish Educators Assembly. He has been a true partner over these many

years to our organization. Eddie has worked tirelessly over the decades
to enrich Jewish education, serve Klal Yisrael and advance
Conservative/Masorti Judaism. We wish him a lengthy retirement
enjoyed in the best of health.

Hazzan Stephen J. Stein, Executive Vice President

Hazzan/Rabbi Luis Cattan, President

MOT 729 DTND 92 X [T 101,730 72 Mpi ,271 92 AWy
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Make for yourself a teacher and acquire for yourself a friend.

Mazal tov Eddie Edelstein, our friend and teacher
Thank you for your dedication to Jewish Education.

B'ahava,
Fred and Cathy Berkowitz




Eddie,

It's an honor to work with you and be
yvour friends. Your commitment,
knowledge, and enthusiasm have

helped provide an outstanding
Jewish education.

Much respect and love,
Rhonnie and Bob Fischman

Carolann and Steve Leffler




Congratulations Eddie on your
retirement as Executive
Director of the Jewish

Educators Assembly.

You have made a tremendous

impact on Jewish Education

both at Temple Beth El and
across the country.

Eddie,

Your dedication
and caring come
through in
everything you do!

Mazel Tov on a job
well done,

Michele & Dave Perlzweig

—_— e -

YOU DEFINITELY WEAR THE
GREATEST CROWN OF THEM
ALL—A GOOD NAME!

With the deepest appreciation
for all you have done to
advance the cause of
Jewish Education.

Barry Gruber and Ben Lewis
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Mazal tov to Dr. Eddie Edelstein
on your retirement as Executive

MEE > DT T

Eddie
Congratulations

from Evvy & Joel Harris
on this well-earned honor

el VR0 L4

For as many years as I have known

Mr. Edward Edelstein, I have known

him to be truthful and supportive of

all the work and efforts being made
for and by the JEA.

He will be sorely missed by those of
us who have known him for so
many years. The effort, guidance,
input and participation on his part
have never wavered. Rather, it was
something we could always depend
on throughout the years.

Congratulation, Edward! You've
earned the recognition, and more
importantly, the honor.

Your colleague and friend,
Dr. Robert E. Cohen, MAEd, DJEd

Director of the JEA.

We thank you for your years of

Zuidance and support, helping our

educators be their best selves.

anBa>

to Dr. Melissa Ser as she begins
her term as Vice President for
Communications and Marketing.

WIS Adat Shatom Synagogue
s Farmington Hills, Michigan

In our daily prayers we ask God

to give us dea binah vehaskel -

knowledge, understanding &
discernment.

Eddie Edelstein has blessed us
with these sterling qualities. We
who have worked alongside
him in serving the Jewish
community have been
beneficiaries of his talents.

Thank you Eddie.
Batya & Rabbi Sholom Stern

Rabbi Emeritus
Temple Beth El of Cedarhurst
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Mazel tov to Eddie Edelstein
on this well deserved honor.

You continue to set an
amazing example of working
tirelessly on behalf of the
Jewish community. May your
work continue to bear fruit
for many years to come.

Lauren and Michael Gewirtz

21 51n

Dear Eddie,

12571 73
For everything you
accomplished over
these years!

Wishing a much well-
deserved happiness in
your next chapter!

Mark Silk

.

1133 By A%y 2w ow N>
The greatest achievement is

the crown of a good name.
(Mishnah Avot 4:17)

Dear Eddie,

What a pleasure it was to have worked
with you from the very beginning of
your directorship! You are a first-class
mentsch, an excellent educational
leader, and a wonderful friend. You have
achieved a shem tov, a good name, both
for yourself and for the organization
that we love.

As you begin your retirement, Marilyn
and I wish you and Anna many healthy
and happy years together.

Paul Schneider




Congregation Beth El

Voorhees, New Jersey

A United Synagogue Framework for Excellence School

Mazal Tov and Todah Rabbah to
Eddie Edelstein
for twenty-two years as
Executive Director of the JEA.

ntag o710 TAD NN TINTN

And the study of Torah is above all
Talmud, Shabbat 127a

+I| IBQLI-EE.".! 8000 MAIN STREET | VOORHEES, NJ 08043 | 856.675.1166 | BETHELSNJ.ORG
N1P72d DX 72200 ?2722R 17X
Who is honored?

Those who honor all people.
Pirkei Avot 4:1

Heartfelt thanks to Eddie for
two decades of dedicated
leadership with

The right words
In the right place
At the right time

And now

LAY A0y
Rabbi Marim D. Charry

Mazal Tov to our
dear friend, Eddie

With heartfelt
appreciation for the love,
dedication and guidance

you - and Anna - have
provided to hundreds of
Jewish Educators!

With love,

Mindy and Myron Edelman
Deb and Mark Friedman

Mazel Tov to
Dr. Edward Edelstein
on your retirement

Thank you for your
dedication and
commitment to

Jewish learning.

Shana, Alan, David and
Lowen Zuckerman




no ' Mazel Tov to
Cantor La rry - " Edward Edelstein

: > -Our heartiest congratulations aﬁé.if
Incommg President of " best wishes on this well-deserved

the JEA, honor.

We are honored to call e
Your dedication as well as

you our friend. ! leadership in Jewish education is

May you go from . deeply appreciated.

Bt Yasher Koach!

) Laura and Alvin "Eppy" Epstein
Deena and Yigal Oren e s

Mazel Tov to Eddie for his many §- Dear Eddie,
years of dedicated service to the e o on TR
JEA and his passionate . © D'Rabbanan” in your honor:
commitment to Jewish |
education, his colleagues and to a _' May you be blessed and
strong Jewish Community. ks strengthened as you have blessed
and strengthened educators
You touched the lives of many | and all of their students!
for the better! 4 L
i 'With love from the Rodolitz Family ;

Dr. Steve Freedman
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"' The chairs are waiting!
Mazal Tov Eddie (& Anna)
on your retirement!

You have given your life to Jewish
Education and we thank you for
your teachings, your guidance
and friendship!

Muc Love From Cantor Joshua =

\vL

Fmeblum and Templ gL Aaror

The Men s Club of
Temple Beth E(

congratulates our

Mentor, Eowaro
Eoelrtein on this
singular hronor.

TEMPLE M
seTH ELIITT

CEDARHURST, N

GOMFORTSPECIALISTS
Comfort You Can Count On

Oil Service & Supply
Air Conditioning
Electrical « Plumbing
Gas Heating Service

(516) 763-1400
www.OSlcomfort.com

At OSI| Comfort Specialists, we have been faithfully
keeping our customers warm for over 80 years.
Every day, every season, every year.




We congratulate Eddie Edelstein
for his remarkable 22-year tenure as
JEA Executive Director, and honor
Rabbi Robin Foonberg on her
successful three-year term as
president. As she now steps into the
role of Executive Director, we wish
them both continued success!

Dearest Eddie, remember that y
fime we were stuck on a bus Q
during a snow/ice storm - yup, \

for hours with the rest of Atanta.

On that cold, icy, abso/u*e/y horrific o/ay, /

found my fami/y. On that bus, the voices of
the JEA communify were s+rong and

beau*ifu/. SOHﬁ /eelmt our hOPeS MID and 7%e

s*ronges* voice was yours. Eddie, you created

a S,DOIC@ 'HWI'} / wam‘eo/ 7L0 be a POH"?L 07[: no

matter how much ice tried o darken the
mood. Since then, Eddie, you have been my

mentor, my co//eague, my feacher, and my
friend If | ever ge* stuck on a bus with a
bunch of crazy Jewish educators again -
want you 1o be in the seat next to me.

LOVG yOU, Eebecca &OFJOH

MAZEL TOV

to our dear friend

EDDIE EDELSTEIN

on this extremely
well-deserved honor

We're proud of all of your

accomplishments!

Pam and Steve Greenbaum

Dear Eddie --
Congratulations on your amazing,
devoted, and decades-long
leadership of JEA! The world of
Jewish education is better for it.
Wishing you a wonderful
retirement
(with maybe even a few calm days!)

With all best wishes,
Judy

(our 15 years working together at
JEA were a fun and productive time!)

and Rabbi Jonathan Pearl




Eddie - Many thanks for your
leadership, guidance, and help
through the years. Much mazal, good
health, and fun, as you and Anna
begin the next chapter!

With love,
Joan Hersch

Eddie,

Mazel Tov! Thank you for all
you have done to make our
organization so successful.

Fondly,
Leslie Goldress

"ANNY 11 TX? 17
One person'’s candle is light for many
Talmud Shabbat 122:5

To my dear friend and colleague,

Eddie Edelstein
Thank you for illuminating the lives of so many
with your pedagogic skills and devotion to
Jewish education. May you be blessed with many
more years of good health and happiness.

Harriet Gefen

Eddie,

Thank you for your many
years of dedication,
leadership and friendship

Fred Nathan

Mazel tov to Eddie for all your
devoted years of servicel

Best wishes to Anna as well.

Jerry Stuart Silverman

| Cantor Larry Brandspiegel
Mazel Tov on becoming President of the
. Jewish Educators Assembly. =
- Wishing you success in this new role.

CAFEPRESS.COM/JEWISHEDUCATORS




With great respect and admiration
from Rhea Zirkes Schwartzberg

Eddie - Mazal tov on your retirement! Rabbi Leah Richman

For your time and selfless devotion to promoting Jewish education, we wish you Mazel Tov!
Madeleine and Frank Welner

Eddie - Congratulations and all the best from Harriet Rubenstein
Happy that Eddie is so deservedly being honored. Rabbi Burt Cohen

Congratulations on your retirement as Executive Director. May you continue to have
good health and may we continue to share good times together with you and Anna.
Mazel Tov! - Diane and Eugene Linett

Eddie - A well deserved honor! Mazal Tov!ll Gloria Lynn Brettner

Eddie embodies all that is honorable in a Jewish leader. I'm proud to call him my friend.
Lauren A. Rapoport

Eddie - 1122 \DiN (toch’'cha kebarcha) - you are a rare combination of a professional
and a mensch; an inspiration for all of us. Enjoy your next stage of life.

Dr. Joe Freedman
Mazal Tov, Eddie! Enjoy retirement! L’'Chayim, the Hochbaum Family
Eddie - Mazel Tov on your many years of leadership. Marsha Franklin

In honor of Eddie, a man who wears all the crowns. From Iris & Steve Howard



To Eddie - In honor of a great Jewish educator. Rabbi Gil and Ann Rosenthal

Wishing Eddie’s all of the best in his well-earned retirement.
-Many thanks for all of the years of advice and friendship.
Elisha Rothschild Frumkin, Congregation Beth El of Montgomery County

e T RO CF TS ———

Larry, you are an inspiration. I am blessed to call you a friend and even
more blessed to be able to continue to work with you. Ellen (Bubbe Martha) Botwin

To Larry Brandspiegel,our Cantor and dear friend. We are so proud of you.
May you go from strength to strength.
With Love, Risa, Perry, Danielle Jared, and Benjamin Krasnove

Mazel Tov to our Brother and Uncle, Cantor Larry Brandspiegel,
on his installation as President of the Jewish Educators Assembly.
Yasher Koach! Flora, Jordan, Jenna, Haley and Dakota

Mazel Tov and Best Wishes to my son, Cantor Larry Brandspiegel, on this prestigious honor.
I love you - Mom
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Conference Committee

Dr. Cathy Berkowitz & Aviva Tilles, Co-chairs
Babette Cohn
Rabbi Robin Foonberg
Dr. Melissa Ser
Rebecca Gordon

Tefillah Coordinators
Rabbi Shira Rosenblum and Cantor Josh Fineblum

Honoree Event Committee

Dr. Hedda S. Morton, Chairperson
Rabbi Robin Foonberg, President
Cantor Larry Brandspiegel
Rebecca Gordon
Rabbi Hazzan Jeffrey Myers
Dr. Lonna Picker
Dr. Melissa Ser
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