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Our Mission
To promote excellence among
educators committed to
Conservative Jewish education by
advancing professionalism,
encouraging leadership, pursuing
lifelong learning and building
community.

Our Vision
To serve educators in their efforts to
strengthen the Conservative
Movement and inspire greater Jewish
learning. To be the leading advocate
for the welfare of the Jewish
educator and for best practices in
Jewish education.

Our Values
Spirited and honest intellectual
exploration of sacred texts, fluency in
Hebrew, joyful participation in Jewish
holidays and rituals, a deep
commitment to Israel and the Jewish
People, and egalitarian practice,
academic excellence, innovation,
collaboration, professionalism,
lifelong learning, and integrity.

Although the statements above
reflect an organization that prides
itself on strengthening Jewish
education, supporting its members
and the students who benefit from
the learning, the JEA is more than
words on a page.

About the JEAAbout the JEA
Annual Conference intended to gain and
share knowledge of best practices and tools
to help promote excellence in Jewish
learning
Online tools, such as the Listserv, allowing
questions and conversations about all
aspects of Jewish education including
program ideas, leadership, nation-wide
trends, and best practices
Multitudes of educational webinars and
other professional development
opportunities from highly trained experts to
help guide any educator seeking new ideas
and techniques in the field
Partnership with all arms of the
Conservative Movement (USCJ) to promote
unity and guide the movement in issues
related to Jewish Education
Mentoring for new Education Directors
seeking guidance and ideas for fulfilling
goals and tasks in their new positions
ETGAR curriculum – developed by JEA
members, for JEA members
Professional recognition for years of service
in the field of Jewish education including
Honorary Doctorate from JTS and CJE
Certification
Guidance for job seeking and contract
negotiation
Research and grant opportunities
Lifelong friendships and colleagueship

JEA, all this and so much more. 



Executive Director's MessageExecutive Director's Message
March 12, 2023 • 19 Adar 5783

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It has been pointed out to me that this will be my 22nd – and final – letter of greetings to you at
the start of our annual conference. So what is sometimes a bit of a routine task takes on a bit
more significance this year as I retire from my role as Executive Director.

What can I say that has not been said before? What words of guidance, encouragement and
perhaps, even inspiration can I write in this space? How much more can I praise you, the Jewish
educator working in the field, sometimes struggling, sometimes succeeding magnificently? How
else can I let you know how much you are appreciated, even though it may not always feel that
way? How else can I remind you that the Avodah, the work and the service of Jewish education is
sacred work – God’s work?

Our theme this year is Tradition, Transition and Change. Perhaps I can remind you of the old
adage “the more things change, the more they stay the same.” Like all of you, I am mindful of the
enormous changes that are continuing to come to Jewish education. How we teach, when we
teach, even who we teach are constantly evolving as our understand of how children learn, the
use of technology and cultural norms continue to change. We struggle to keep up when, in fact,
we should be the agents of change staying far ahead of the curve. It isn’t easy.

Yet at the same time, we understand that good education, no matter what you call it, is still good
education. Teaching substance in a manner that is thoughtful, engaging and that encourages
intellectual exploration is good education – no matter what you call it. Personally connecting
with students and families in a way that is impactful to their lives is still good education – no
matter what you call it. Serving as a personal dugma – role model and promoting the joy of
Jewish living and our special connection to Eretz Yisrael is still good education – no matter what
you call it. In the military, they often use the term “assets in the field.” You are our assets in the
field facing the same challenges and fighting the same battles that have been fought for
generations – how to bring the next generation closer to Judaism.

So my dear colleagues… So many of us are driven by our passion for our work and the
importance of our cause. So many of us work far beyond our given hours and far beyond the
contractual definitions of our jobs. I would never dissuade you from doing the most that you can
and being the best that you can be. But I also share with you the words of Pirkei Avot that have
become especially meaningful to me as I approach retirement:

א עָלֶי הַמְּלָאכָה לִגְמֹר, וְא אַתָּה בֶן חוֹרִין לִבָּטֵל מִמֶּנָּה.
It is not your duty to complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it.

 

By all means, tackle Jewish education with “all your heart, all your soul, and all your might.” But
!allow yourself the luxury of leaving something to do for those who will succeed us

 

B’vracha,
 

Eddie



President's MessagePresident's Message
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Tradition.  Transition.  Change.  

As educators, we are always seeking a balance of these three ideas. We cleave to the
minhag of our institutions and to our Jewish traditions. We are always in a state of
transition, recreating, and reorganizing - whether because of a pandemic or
implementation of new programs. We know that change is not only necessary, but it is also
how we grow. Change is positive and transformative even while it is sometimes scary and
stressful.

This year’s conference, our 71st JEA Conference, explores how Jewish Education is
changing as we move into our post-pandemic world - a world defined by new technologies,
new points of view, and new modalities of learning.  We seek answers from our rich Jewish
tradition and ideas from experts, including one another, as we try to provide the best
educational experiences for our students. 

Our Board of Directors is in transition. After three years, I am stepping down as president.  
It has been my honor to serve this assembly. I am grateful to the board members who have
supported me and allowed me to pursue my vision. We have accomplished a great deal and
I am very proud of our work together. I look forward to supporting our next president,
Cantor Larry Brandspiegel, and helping him realize his vision for JEA.

JEA is in transition. Soon, our beloved Executive Director, Dr. Edward Edelstein, will retire.
We honor him for his 22 years of leadership, guidance, knowledge, and experience in the
field of Jewish Education. He has been a teacher to us all and we are grateful for all that he
has done for JEA. And there is more change. I am thrilled to follow in Eddie’s footsteps and
become the next Executive Director!  I’m confident our transition will be smooth and I will
get right to work serving you, our members. 

There is tremendous potential for JEA going forward. We are working with USCJ to bolster
support for Jewish education in our synagogues. I look forward to partnering with them
and other educational organizations to bring us new professional development
opportunities. JEA is your organization.  Let us know how we can help you grow to further
the mission of Jewish education.

Finally, thank you all for the love and support you have shown me and each other during
these past years. You have enriched both my professional and personal life and I’m blessed
to have so many talented and compassionate colleagues and friends.

B’vrachah,

Robin
Rabbi Robin Foonberg
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Conservative Jewish EducatorConservative Jewish Educator
The title of CJE is intended to recognize attaining a standard of achievement in the field of
Conservative Jewish education and stand as a mark of honor and distinction. Earning the CJE
is based on educational experience, academic study, and a demonstration of commitment to
the goals of the JEA. The goal of this certification is to recognize educators who have
achieved the highest professional standards of our organization and to encourage ongoing
learning, growth, and development. Certificates are presented at the annual JEA Conference.  

New CJE RecipientsNew CJE Recipients
Rabbi Julie Schwarzwald • Debra Deutsch

 

Mazel tov on your accomplishments as you join this talented group of educators. 

Sandy Andron
Elly Bauman

Cathy Berkowitz
Sandra Borowsky

Larry Brandspiegel 
Jason Cathcart
Janice Colmar
Babette Cohn 

Beth Cohn Copelovitch 
Tirza Covel

Stacey David
Debra Deutsch

Aliza Drumm
Peter Eckstein
Eddie Edelstein

Dina Eliezer
Itzhak Emanuel

Jill Epstein
Joshua Fineblum

Edwin Frankel 
Elisha Frumkin

Yaffa Fuchs 

Alicia Gejman
Estee Gold

Leslie Goldress
Rebecca Gordon

Nancy Gorod
Barry Gruber
Judy Haven

Robin Foonberg
Tobi Innerfield

Selilah Kalev
Lawrence Katz
Steve Kerbel
Sherrie Klein

Danny Kochavi
Michael Korman

Eliyahu Krigel
Patti Kroll

Marshall Kupchan
Judith Kuper Jaffe

Lauren Kurland
Ben Lewis

Wendy Light

Scott Littky
Keri Loventhal
Sherri Morris
Hedda Morton
Jeffrey Myers

Louis Nagel
Laura Naide
Fred Nathan

Jennifer Newfeld
Matthew Nover

Sol Novick
Adrianne Pasternak

Lonna Picker
Lisa Pressman
Harvey Raben
Andrea Raizen
Karen Raizen
Lisa Richman 
Fran Richter
Jim Rogozen

Liz Rolle
Howard Rosenbaum

Tamara Ruben
Cindy Saper

Michael Schatz
Julie Schwarzwald

Maxine Segal Handelman
Melissa Ser 

Sara Shapiro-Plevan 
Charles Sherman

Janette Silverman
Sara Simon

Elizabeth Singer
Samara Sofian
Robert Spitz 

Paul Steinberg
Janice Tytell
Arlyne Ungar
Saul Wachs

Sharon Wasserberg
Esther Weiss
Bob Westle

Susan Wyner 



Lifetime Achievement AwardLifetime Achievement Award

הידי השעממ הכרב תוארל ךישמנש

Dr. Sylvia Ettenberg z”l
Dr. Alfred Weisel z”l 
Dr. Aaron Nussbaum 
Dr. Joseph Lukinsky z”l 
Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro z”l 
Rabbi Marim D. Charry 
Dr. Saul P. Wachs 
Dr. Daniel Margolis 
Dr. Hyman Campeas z”l 
Dr. Diane King
Dr. Burton Cohen 
Dr. Paul Schneider 
Dr. Steven Brown 
Rabbi Robert Abramson z"l 

1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002

Rabbi Alvan H. Kaunfer 
Rabbi Sheldon A. Dorph 
Dr. Abe Gittelson z"l 
Dr. Solomon Goldman 
Rabbi Gerald Teller z"l 
Dr. Lonna S. Picker 
Dr. Eyal Bor 
Dr. Michael H. Halzel z"l 
Rabbi Paul Freedman 
Dr. Fred Nathan 
Dr. Louis Nagel 
Dr. Hedda Morton 
Dr. Cathy Berkowitz 

2003
2004
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2015
2016
2022



The JEA Honors
our friend • our mentor • our colleague

our retiring Executive Director

Dr. Edward Edelstein
 

With Special Thanks to:
Dr. Hedda Morton, Honoree Event Chairperson

























With an extra special
thank you to Anna -
for being a loving
and caring part of

our JEA family! 



אֵיזֶהוּ עָשִׁיר? הַשָּׂמֵחַ בְּחֶלְקוֹ
WHO IS RICH? THE ONE WHO IS CONTENT WITH THEIR LOT IN LIFE

Tehillim 128:2
 

Tonight I am surrounded by riches…
My family, my friends, my colleagues, my teachers and my students.

 

As I reflect back on a lifetime spent in Jewish education,
it is I who have grown, learned, and been touched and enriched by all of

you! I am so proud of all that we have achieved and accomplished
together over all these years in supporting our educators and advancing

our sacred work in Jewish education.
 

Thank you to my wonderful wife Anna, who has always encouraged me and
been my partner not just in life, but in all things JEA. Thank you to my

children, Shelley and Michael and now my grandchildren who have often
been along for the ride.

 

Thank you to all those who have worked so hard to plan this conference
and create this most special evening. 

With extra-special appreciation to
 • Hedda S. Morton • Robin Foonberg • Larry Brandspiegel •

• Cathy Berkowitz • Aviva Tilles • Rebecca Gordon • 
• Melissa Ser • Babette Cohn •

who have given so much of their time and talent.
 

Finally, to my JEA family – you are exactly that – a huge family that cares
so deeply about one another and supports our shared goals. Even as I

take a step back from my role of Executive Director, please know that you
will always remain a part of my family and our deep friendships and

relationships will long live on.

באהבה ובברכה

Eddie



Eddie -
 

For your unparalleled
contribution to Conservative

Jewish education, Temple Beth El
is proud of you and wishes you

happiness, good health, and
success in all new endeavors.

 
With love and admiration,

Temple Beth El



 

 

I thought of you Eddie as I read this passage. It has been a
pleasure and honor to work alongside you and know you these

past four plus decades. You have one of the biggest hearts of
anyone that I know, showing love for your campers, staff,

students, teachers, colleagues and friends. This journey has
indeed been an incredible one so far, and thank you seems so

insufficient, but it must suffice. Thank you Eddie. Not as a
postscript by any means, but thank you Anna, not only for

sharing, but for just being you.
 

Rabbi Hazzan Jeffrey Myers
Tree of Life, Pittsburgh

אָמַר לָהֶם, צְאוּ וּרְאוּ
אֵיזוֹהִי דֶרֶ� יְשָׁרָה שֶׁיִּדְבַּק

בָּהּ הָאָדָם.  רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר
אוֹמֵר, עַיִן טוֹבָה. רַבִּי

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ אוֹמֵר, חָבֵר טוֹב.
רַבִּי יוֹסֵי אוֹמֵר, שָׁכֵן טוֹב.
רַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן אוֹמֵר, הָרוֹאֶה

אֶת הַנּוֹלָד. רַבִּי אֶלְעָזָר
אוֹמֵר, לֵב טוֹב. אָמַר לָהֶם,
רוֹאֶה אֲנִי אֶת דִּבְרֵי אֶלְעָזָר
בֶּן עֲרָ� מִדִּבְרֵיכֶם, שֶׁבִּכְלָל

דְּבָרָיו דִּבְרֵיכֶם.

He [Rabban Yohanan] said
unto them: go forth and
observe which is the right
way to which a man should
cleave? Rabbi Eliezer said,
a good eye; Rabbi Joshua
said, a good companion;
Rabbi Yose said, a good
neighbor; Rabbi Shimon
said, foresight. Rabbi
Elazar said, a good heart.
He [Rabban Yohanan] said
to them: I prefer the words
of Elazar ben Arach, for in
his words your words are
included. 
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Eddie 
As you move on to the next stage in your life, I hope you know how

much you have impacted mine. Mazal tov, and thank you! 
 

Robin
 You have become an incredible friend, mentor, and colleague. 

I can't wait to see what you accomplish as our new Executive Director.
 

Larry
As our next President, I know you will move this organization in the

right direction. I look forward to coming along for the ride!

The Jewish Educators Assembly
 
 

Where everybody knows your name
and they're always glad you came

To my colleagues and fellow board members
Each of you is an inspiration and I treasure your friendship.

 
Thank you for trusting me with the design of this honoree journal. 

It has been a labor of love.
 

Melissa Ser







Dr. Edward Edelstein

 

With great admiration and respect 

for all you have achieved.

 

 Fondly,

 

 Dr. Shuly Rubin Schwartz 

and Eric Fishman

 





With admiration, respect, trust, and love,
Cantor Larry and Dr. Laura

Brandspiegel and Family

In life 

when one is passionate about
what they do, what they
become, and who they associate
with, the world is a better
place. It is then they find
thanks, honor, joy, and shalom.
FOR THOSE WHO 
COMPLETE THE WORLD...

בחיים

FOR THOSE WHO
COMPLETE THE WORLD: 
With deep admiration for
Eddie Edelstein: Colleague,
Teacher, Administrator,
Leader, and Friend.

ה ˙וֹרָה, בֶּ מַר¿
ים. ƒּה חַי בֶּ מַר¿

יבָה, ƒ ׁ̆ ה י¿ בֶּ מַר¿
מָה. ה חָכ¿ בֶּ מַר¿

ה, ָ̂ ה עֵ בֶּ מַר¿
בוּנָה.  ¿̇ ה  בֶּ מַר¿

ה, ָ̃ דָ ¿̂ ה  בֶּ מַר¿
לוֹם.  ָ ׁ̆ ה  בֶּ מַר¿
ם טוֹב,  ֵ ׁ̆ נָה  ָ̃

מוֹ. ¿̂ עַ נָה ל¿ ָ̃
רֵי ˙וֹרָה, ב¿ ƒנָה לוֹ ד ָ̃  

י הָעוֹלָם נָה לוֹ חַיֵּ ָ̃
א: הַבָּ

ה ˙וֹרָה בֶּ מַר¿

The more
Torah, the
more life;
The more
sitting 
[in the
company of
scholars],
the more
wisdom;
The more
counsel, the 
more understanding; The more charity,
the more peace. If one acquires a good
name, he has acquired something for
himself; If one acquires for himself
knowledge of Torah, he has acquired life
in the world to come. Mishnah Avot 2:7

ה ָ̂ ה עֵ בֶּ  In recognition of the    מַר¿
Jewish Educators Assembly: Educators,
Scholars, Creators, Counselors, and Friends.





Mazal Tov Eddie Edelstein on your retirement
and, most of all, thank you for your years of

creative, loyal, and dedicated service to
Jewish Educators in the Conservative

Movement.
 

We are forever grateful for the positive
impact you had on professionalizing the field
of Jewish Education and how you shaped the

field of Jewish Education through your
leadership at the Jewish Educator’s

Assembly.
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for connecting Cathy Berkowitz
to our congregation 19 years ago and

 
Mazal tov to Cathy in being nominated as the

Senior Vice President of the JEA
 

Rabbi David Steinhardt

מזל טוב



 
Dr. Edward Ede ls t e in

 
 

Colleague, educator, friend, mentor, mensch, and travel buddy
Your wisdom, passion, vision, leadership and dedication as JEA’s longest serving

Executive Director are an inspiration to all of us
 
 

“You shall know the fruits of your labor and you will find them to be good” 
Proverbs 12:14

 
 

Rabbi Robin Foonberg
 

Exceptional, innovative leader as JEA’s 34th President and
JEA Executive Director-elect

 & Cantor Larry Brandspiege l
 
 
 

JEA President-elect (and first Cantor to serve in this office)
Wonderful colleague, collaborator, and friend for more than 30 years

 
 

Many thanks to the JEA Officers, Board and Conference Committee
 
 

With great admiration and deep affection
 
 

Dr. Hedda S. Morton

םכֶחֲוֹכּ רשַׁיוִ בוֹט לזָּמַ

קזֵּחַתְנִוְ קזַחֲ קזַחֲ





Dear Eddie,

You’ve been an anchor of the Jewish educational community
since my first days in the field.  It’s hard to think about the
JEA without you at the helm, and it’s hard to imagine what the
community will be like in your absence. That, I think, is the
highest tribute one can pay to your engagement and
accomplishments.

But I’m certain we haven’t heard the last of your
contributions. And so from all of your friends here at Behrman
House, we wish you all the very best of success in this next
stage.

David Behrman



DR. MICHAEL
SCHATZ, CJE

In honor of

JEA Past President

Josh & Bryna
Landes









Mazel Tov to

CANTOR LARRY BRANDSPIEGEL
on becoming the President of the 

Jewish Educators Assembly
 

The Board of Directors
East Brunswick Jewish Center

Jack Goldberg and Steve Wohl Co-Presidents



אֵיזֶהוּ חָכָם? הַלּוֹמֵד מִכָּל אָדָם.
Who is wise? One who learns from every individual.

 
Eddie, you have built and sustained our community of

educators, and enabled us to come together and learn from
one another. We are indebted to you for your guidance,

commitment and efforts. Mazel Tov on your retirement and
may you & your family continue to go from strength to

strength.
 

With our appreciation,
Sharon & Mickey Safra



Congratulations Eddie on
your years of service and

dedication. 
Proud to call you brother

and brother-in-law. 
Hard to imagine you "retired" but we

know you will make the most of
whatever the next chapter brings. 

 
With much love, Sandy & Scott

 
Wishing you every success on the path ahead

 
Rabbi Claudio Kupchik

Temple Beth El of Cedarhurst

Mazel Tov EddieMazel Tov EddieMazel Tov Eddie



Teacher training and
coaching
Curriculum revisions and
updates
School-wide Hebrew
reading assessments
Amping up your Israel
education
Helping teachers meet the
needs of diverse learners

יהי כבוד חברך חביב עליך כשלך
משנה אבות ב:טו

 

Eddie, you’ve spent your career at JEA propping us up, helping us
celebrate our successes and navigating our challenges.  Your
advice was always personal to each member, honest and frank,
gentle but realistic, reassuring and empathetic. We’ve worked
closely on things that could have been difficult: development and
membership challenges, two Israel conferences, a field that is
always changing and a shifting cast of characters - and yet never
did it ever seem like we would be unable to succeed and reach our
goals.  

 

Thank you - for your wisdom, your enthusiasm, your passion, your
ruach, your discretion, your time, your creativity and your
commitment.  The world of Jewish education is richer because you
asserted yourself as a leader in the field. As a professional and a
colleague, I am richer and better at my craft because of what I
learned by watching you and working with you.

 

With great love and admiration,
Steve Kerbel

JEA Members - We all have those things on our to do lists we just haven’t gotten
to. Contact Steven Kerbel Educational Consulting 

for help getting those things done.

If you visit DC, we provide a tour of the
monuments through a Jewish lens.  

For your parents and adult programs,
we offer a wide array of programs - ask

about our Israeli Wine Tastings.

Steven Kerbel Educational Consulting -
301-335-6278  Shkerbel@gmail.com



יּוֹ˙ ƒר ד אֶ˙ הַבּ¿ כַבֵּ ד, הַמ¿ כֻבָּ אֵיזֶהוּ מ¿
Who is honored? One who honors his fellows.

 

By giving of your knowledge, dedication and love of Jewish
Education, you have honored the JEA community and beyond for

the past 22+ years. 
 

מזל טוב
It is our honor to now honor you!

 

We are so proud to have watched your incredible life's work and
passion in developing, advancing and sustaining Jewish Education.

 

With Love,
 
 

Shelley & Joel
Talia, Elisha and Jonah

Amy & Michael
Rebecca and Shayna 



In honor of Dr. Eddie Edelstein, 
a dear friend and colleague of our mother, 

Dr. Miriam Klein Shapiro z"l
 

Ephraim Shapiro
Sara and Jonathan Shuter
Rachel and Barry Kirzner

Sim and Susie Shapiro
Rivka Shapiro

Eddie, 
 

Congratulations on outstanding leadership of the JEA for these many years…
And “Thank You” for all your heart and soul efforts in creating incredible

Annual Meetings! All of you... Will be missed!!!
 

But Best Wishes for a healthy and happy retirement!
God bless you!!

 

Your loving friends 
Richard and Cathy Holland



The Cantors Assembly extends its best wishes to our friend, Eddie
Edelstein, on his forthcoming retirement as Executive Director of the

Jewish Educators Assembly. He has been a true partner over these many
years to our organization. Eddie has worked tirelessly over the decades

to enrich Jewish education, serve Klal Yisrael and advance
Conservative/Masorti Judaism. We wish him a lengthy retirement

enjoyed in the best of health.
 

Hazzan Stephen J. Stein, Executive Vice President
 

Hazzan/Rabbi Luis Cattan, President

עֲשֵׂה לְ רַב, וּקְנֵה לְ חָבֵר, וֶהֱוֵי דָן אֶת כָּל הָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּת
Make for yourself a teacher and acquire for yourself a friend.

 
Mazal tov Eddie Edelstein, our friend and teacher

Thank you for your dedication to Jewish Education.
 

B'ahava,
Fred and Cathy Berkowitz



EDDIEEDDIEEDDIE

Best wishes

to our dear friend

Carolann and Steve Leffler

Eddie,
 

It's an honor to work with you and be
your friends. Your commitment,
knowledge, and enthusiasm have

helped provide an outstanding
Jewish education.

 

Much respect and love,
Rhonnie and Bob Fischman



Congratulations Eddie on your
retirement as Executive
Director of the Jewish
Educators Assembly.

 
You have made a tremendous
impact on Jewish Education
both at Temple Beth El and

across the country.
 

You set the bar high!
 

With love,
Lauren Balberg

Eddie,
Your dedication
and caring come

through in
everything you do!

 
Mazel Tov on a job

well done,
 

Michele & Dave Perlzweig

Dear Eddie,
Best Wishes and Mazel Tov
on your retirement from
The Jewish Educators

Assembly.
 

Love,
 

Elaine and Fred Zeilberger



מזל טוב
Mazal tov to Dr. Eddie Edelstein
on your retirement as Executive

Director of the JEA.
 

We thank you for your years of
guidance and support, helping our

educators be their best selves.
 

בהצלחה
 to Dr. Melissa Ser as she begins
her term as Vice President for
Communications and Marketing.

Adat Shalom Synagogue
Farmington Hills, Michigan

Eddie
Congratulations 

from Evvy & Joel Harris 
on this well-earned honor

In our daily prayers we ask God
to give us dea binah vehaskel -

knowledge, understanding &
discernment.

 
Eddie Edelstein has blessed us
with these sterling qualities. We

who have worked alongside
him in serving the Jewish

community have been
beneficiaries of his talents.

 
Thank you Eddie.

 
Batya & Rabbi Sholom Stern

Rabbi Emeritus 
Temple Beth El of Cedarhurst

For as many years as I have known
Mr. Edward Edelstein, I have known
him to be truthful and supportive of
all the work and efforts being made

for and by the JEA. 
 

He will be sorely missed by those of
us who have known him for so

many years. The effort, guidance,
input and participation on his part
have never wavered. Rather, it was
something we could always depend

on throughout the years.
 

Congratulation, Edward! You've
earned the recognition, and more

importantly, the honor. 
 

Your colleague and friend, 
 

Dr. Robert E. Cohen, MAEd, DJEd



Mazel tov to Eddie Edelstein
on this well deserved honor.

 
You continue to set an

amazing example of working
tirelessly on behalf of the

Jewish community. May your
work continue to bear fruit
for many years to come.

 
Lauren and Michael Gewirtz

 
Love,

Jessica and David Katz

Mazel TovMazel TovMazel Tov

            EddieEddieEddie

כ˙ר ˘ם טוב עולה על גביהן
The greatest achievement is
the crown of a good name. 

(Mishnah Avot 4:17)
 

Dear Eddie, 

What a pleasure it was to have worked
with you from the very beginning of
your directorship! You are a first-class
mentsch, an excellent educational
leader, and a wonderful friend. You have
achieved a shem tov, a good name, both
for yourself and for the organization
that we love. 
As you begin your retirement, Marilyn
and I wish you and Anna many healthy
and happy years together. 

Paul Schneider

מזל טוב
 

Dear Eddie,
 כל הכבוד

For everything you
accomplished over

these years! 
 

Wishing a much well-
deserved happiness in

your next chapter!
 

Mark Silk



Mazal Tov to our 
dear friend, Eddie

 
 

With heartfelt
appreciation for the love,
dedication and guidance

you - and Anna - have
provided to hundreds of

Jewish Educators!
 

With love,
 

Mindy and Myron Edelman
Deb and Mark Friedman

אֵיזֶהוּ מְכֻבָּד? הַמְכַבֵּד אֶת הַבְּרִיּות
 

Who is honored?
Those who honor all people.

Pirkei Avot 4:1
 

Heartfelt thanks to Eddie for
two decades of dedicated

leadership with
 

    The right words
In the right place

At the right time    
             
                  And now    

עלה והצלח!!
 

Rabbi Marim D. Charry
 

Mazel Tov to
Dr. Edward Edelstein
on your retirement

 
Thank you for your

dedication and
commitment to
Jewish learning.

 
Shana, Alan, David and

Lowen Zuckerman



o

יישר כח
Cantor Larry - 

Incoming President of
the JEA, 

We are honored to call
you our friend.

May you go from 

חיל     חיל
 

Deena and Yigal Oren

to

Mazel Tov to
Edward Edelstein

Our heartiest congratulations and
best wishes on this well-deserved

honor.
 

Your dedication as well as
leadership in Jewish education is

deeply appreciated.
Yasher Koach!

 
Laura and Alvin "Eppy" Epstein

Mazel Tov to Eddie for his many
years of dedicated service to the

JEA and his passionate
commitment to Jewish

education, his colleagues and to a
strong Jewish Community. 

 
You touched the lives of many

for the better!
 

Dr. Steve Freedman
SSDS Bergen

Dear Eddie,
A variation on the "Kaddish
D'Rabbanan" in your honor:

 
May you be blessed and

strengthened as you have blessed
and strengthened educators 

and all of their students!
 

With love from the Rodolitz Family
(and extra gratitude from Deedee)



The Men's Club of
Temple Beth El

congratulates our
Mentor, Edward
Edelstein on this
singular honor.

Mazal Tov Eddie, from your friends at 



We congratulate Eddie Edelstein
for his remarkable 22-year tenure as
JEA Executive Director, and honor
Rabbi Robin Foonberg on her
successful three-year term as
president. As she now steps into the
role of Executive Director, we wish
them both continued success!

Dearest Eddie, remember that
time we were stuck on a bus
during a snow/ice storm - yup,
the one where we were on a bus
for hours with the rest of Atlanta. 
On that cold, icy, absolutely horrific day, I
found my family. On that bus, the voices of
the JEA community were strong and
beautiful. Song kept our hopes up and the
strongest voice was yours. Eddie, you created
a space that I wanted to be a part of, no
matter how much ice tried to darken the
mood. Since then, Eddie, you have been my
mentor, my colleague, my teacher, and my
friend. If I ever get stuck on a bus with a
bunch of crazy Jewish educators again - I
want you to be in the seat next to me. 

Love you, Rebecca Gordon

Dear Eddie --
Congratulations on your amazing,

devoted, and decades-long
leadership of JEA! The world of
Jewish education is better for it.

Wishing you a wonderful
retirement 

(with maybe even a few calm days!)
 

With all best wishes,
 

Judy
 (our 15 years working together at

JEA were a fun and productive time!) 
and Rabbi Jonathan Pearl

on this extremely 
well-deserved honor

 
We're proud of all of your

accomplishments!
 

Pam and Steve Greenbaum

MAZEL TOV
to our dear friend

EDDIE EDELSTEIN



Jea Swag Shop
 
 
 

cafepress.com/jewisheducators

 

Eddie - Many thanks for your
leadership, guidance, and help

through the years. Much mazal, good
health, and fun, as you and Anna

begin the next chapter!
 

With love,
Joan Hersch

Eddie,
 

Thank you for your many
years of dedication,

leadership and friendship
 

Fred Nathan

Eddie, 
 

Mazel Tov! Thank you for all
you have done to make our
organization so successful. 

 
Fondly, 

Leslie Goldress

Mazel tov to Eddie for all your
devoted years of service! 

 
Best wishes to Anna as well.

 
Jerry Stuart Silverman

"נר לאחד נר למאה"
One person’s candle is light for many

Talmud Shabbat 122:5
 

To my dear friend and colleague, 

Eddie Edelstein
Thank you for illuminating the lives of so many

  with your pedagogic skills and devotion to
Jewish education. May you be blessed with many

more years of good health and happiness.
 

Harriet Gefen 

Cantor Larry Brandspiegel
Mazel Tov on becoming President of the

Jewish Educators Assembly. 
Wishing you success in this new role.

Love, Debbie and Norman Marks and Family

Dr. Melissa Ser

Educational Graphic Design

Consultant

 

melissa.ser@gmail.com



In honor of Eddie Edelstein's many years of dedication to the JEA.  
With great respect and admiration 

from Rhea Zirkes Schwartzberg

Mazal Tov on your retirement!
Rabbi Benjamin Adler and Adath Israel Congregation, Lawrenceville, NJ

Eddie - Mazal tov on your retirement!  Rabbi Leah Richman

Mazal tov and thanks to a real mensch--for your energy, your enthusiasm 
and your years of dedicated service to Jewish education 

Professor Barry W. Holtz

Rav Todot -- for professionalizing JEA -- for bringing JEA to the 
Movement "table" -- and for all the little things that you do! 

Ben Zion (Benzy) Kogan

For your time and selfless devotion to promoting Jewish education, we wish you Mazel Tov! 
Madeleine and Frank Welner

Eddie - Congratulations and all the best from Harriet Rubenstein

Happy that Eddie is so deservedly being honored.  Rabbi Burt Cohen

Congratulations on your retirement as Executive Director. May you continue to have 
good health and may we continue to share good times together with you and Anna. 

Mazel Tov! - Diane and Eugene Linett

Eddie - A well deserved honor! Mazal Tov!!!  Gloria Lynn Brettner

Eddie embodies all that is honorable in a Jewish leader. I'm proud to call him my friend.
Lauren A. Rapoport

Eddie - בָרך  you are a rare combination of a professional - (toch'cha kebarcha) תּוֹכך כְּ
and a mensch; an inspiration for all of us. Enjoy your next stage of life.

Dr. Joe Freedman

Mazal Tov, Eddie! Enjoy retirement!  L’Chayim, the Hochbaum Family

Eddie - Mazel Tov on your many years of leadership. Marsha Franklin

In honor of Eddie, a man who wears all the crowns.  From Iris & Steve Howard



Eddie - Mazal tov on leading the JEA to the highest standards. Aleh v'hatzlach!
Rabbi Neal Kaunfer

Eddie - Kol Hakavod on an amazing career! Betty Lynn Golub

Eddie - Mazel Tov on your many years of outstanding leadership. Phyllis and Carl Malinowski

Eddie—Mazal tov on this very well deserved honor!  May you go from strength to strength! 
Tom & Marcia Kagedan

Mazal Tov Eddie - from Roberta and Paul Shapiro

Congratulations Eddie. Sherry and Richard Skolnik

To Eddie - In honor of a great Jewish educator.  Rabbi Gil and Ann Rosenthal

Wishing Eddie’s all of the best in his well-earned retirement. 
-Many thanks for all of the years of advice and friendship. 

Elisha Rothschild Frumkin, Congregation Beth El of Montgomery County

Larry, you are an inspiration. I am blessed to call you a friend and even 
more blessed to be able to continue to work with you.  Ellen (Bubbe Martha) Botwin

To Larry Brandspiegel,our Cantor and dear friend. We are so proud of you. 
May you go from strength to strength. 

With Love, Risa, Perry, Danielle Jared, and Benjamin Krasnove

Mazel Tov to our Brother and Uncle, Cantor Larry Brandspiegel, 
on his installation as President of the Jewish Educators Assembly. 

Yasher Koach! Flora, Jordan, Jenna, Haley and Dakota

Mazel Tov and Best Wishes to my son, Cantor Larry Brandspiegel, on this prestigious honor.
 I love you - Mom
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