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ed, orchestrated and probably rehearsed over nearly a month.’

A lawsuit has officially been filed
against Sarasota City Commissioner
Kyle Battie for what Kelly Franklin’s
attorney describes as a racial hoax.

The lawsuit stems from a photo
Battie presented at a meeting on
Jan. 16 that Franklin’s attorney says
painted her as a racist, adding the
picture featuring a caption about
gorillas was edited.

“What the

16th was a performance. It was

happened on

scripted, orchestrated, and prob-
ably rehearsed over nearly a
month. It was not unfortunate,
it was intentional and deliberate,”
said Franklin’s attorney Richard
Harrison in a meeting last week.

According to the lawsuit, texts
show Battie was sent an edited
picture and the original post from
Franklin’s Facebook page of real
gorillas about a month before he
brought it up at the meeting, saying
the texts were taken out of context.

“I did my due diligence in terms
of trying to vet it. Is something
to sit here and have people lodge
stones at you right to your face,”
Battie said during the same meeting
last week.

Franklin is suing Battie for defa-

Workshop scheduled for Longboat’s GMD

The Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT)
you to an alternatives public work-
shop for the SR 789 (Longboat
Key) Project Development and
Environment (PD&E) Study from
North Shore Road to Coquina Park
Entrance in Manatee County.

invites

This study will evaluate three
bridge address

the need to replace the existing

alternatives to

Longboat Key Bridge over Longboat
Pass due to the bridge’s age and
the need to improve bicycle/pedes-
trian accommodations, emergency
evacuation, and safety. The alter-
natives public workshop is being
conducted to present information
about the preliminary alternatives
and allow the public to express their
views about the project.

You can participate live online or
in person. The same materials will
be displayed at both the online and

in-person events.

LIVE ONLINE OPTION:
Register in advance: https://
tinyurl.com/LBKSR789

Tuesday, March 12, 2024
6-7p.m.
This event will include a view-
ing of the project video and a
live question-and-answer compo-

mation and intentional infliction of
emotional distress.

The four-complaint alleges that
Battie has defamed Franklin in mul-
tiple ways — including committing
conspiracy to defame her — and
intentionally inflicted emotional
distress upon her:

Franklin is secking damages in
excess of $50,000, “exclusive of
interest, court costs, and attorneys’
fees” and is demanding a jury trial,
the complaint adds.

nent with the project team. Please
review the materials on project web-
page before attending the virtual
event (https://www.swilroads.com/
project/436676-1). Materials will be
posted by March 5, 2024.

IN-PERSON OPTION:
Thursday, March 14, 2024
Anytime between 5 — 7 p.m.
Christ Church
6400 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

A private citizen, Franklin is a
retired publishing executive who
has resided in downtown Sarasota
since 2011, the complaint says. She
is civically active, and has advocated
for public parks and greenspace
and human rights,” the complaint
continues.

At all times material to this
action,” the complaint contends,
“Battie was acting beyond the scope
of his employment or function as

See Battie, page 2

This will include a looping video
(no formal presentation) and the
project team will be available for
discussion.

If you are unable to attend the
meeting, comments can also be pro-
vided through the project webpage
(https://www.swilroads.com/proj-
ect/436676-1) or by email (Patrick.
Bateman@dot.state.fl.us) or mail
(FDOT District One, Attn: Patrick
Bateman, PE., MS 1-40, 801 N.

See GMD, page 2

Mote hires
‘interactor’

Commissioner Battie wih public

‘What happened on the 16th was a performance. It was script-

Kathryn Gentile
has recently joined
the Mote Marine
Laboratory &
Aquarium as a
Communications
Coordinator.

In her role, Gentile will spearhead
Mote’s media communications by
drafting press releases, coordinat-
ing media interviews, organizing
public relations events, keeping in
constant contact with members of
the media, monitoring mentions of
Mote in the news, as well as keep-

See Mote, page 2

Traffic Watch:
Lane Shifts

on Longboat
start Feb. 20

FDOT has announced TWO
lane shifts beginning on Tuesday
February 20. These are lane shifts
- NOT lane closures.

**The first FDOT lane shift is at
Gulf of Mexico Drive (GMD) @
Longboat Club Road for crosswalk
improvements and will be from
9am - 3pm on Tuesday, Feb 20
through Friday, February 23.

**The second FDOT lane shift is
at St. Regis, 1620 GMD to install a
turn lane within the west side right-
of-way. This project will begin on
Tuesday, Feb 20 and end Friday,
March 1.

**Off-island - SR 789 John
Ringling Bridge:
Special Event could create delays
to Sarasota: On Monday, Feb.
19, through Wednesday, Feb. 21,
FDOT and Sarasota County Fire
Department’s Special Operations
team will be conducting multi-

Causeway

agency rescue exercises from 8 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. on the West Side of the
bridge, with the staging area at Bird
Key Park.
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ing Mote’s media contact list up to date.

Gentile will primarily focus on public relations efforts while Sean Stover, also a
Communications Coordinator, will mainly focus on marketing and social media efforts, while
occasionally working with members of the media.

Originally enrolled at Johns Hopkins University, Gentile realized her passion for ocean pro-
tection and advocacy after her first three semesters. Subsequently, she left Johns Hopkins and
relocated to Roatan, Honduras, where she attained the status of a PADI Divemaster.

In addition to leading dives and assisting with certifications, Gentile actively engaged in
addressing the Pterois volitans (Lionfish) crisis. She conducted informational classes on the
invasive species outbreak and local mitigation strategies. During her time in Roatan, Gentile
also became familiar with coral gardening and volunteered to conduct monthly maintenance
dives.

Shortly after, Gentile moved to the Philippines to work with the Institute for Marine
Research as a research assistant based in Dauin. In this role, she contributed to data collection,
exploring the impact of benthic composition on fish and invertebrate communities, document-
ing natural and human-induced disturbances to raise awareness of potential reef threats, and
studying the influence of temperature, pH, and current on the seasonal and annual variability
of coral and fish populations. She used photogrammetry techniques, including Stereo Video
System (SVS) and 3D Modeling, to track fine-scale changes in the overall reef community over
time. Apart from benthic research, Gentile also led efforts to address the Acanthaster planci
(Crown-of-Thorns Starfish) outbreak within the local community.

While in the Philippines, Gentile earned the certification as a PADI Open Water Scuba
Instructor. She worked at Atmosphere Resort and Spa, educating and certifying students as
PADI divers of varying degrees.

Returning to the United States, Gentile transferred to George Washington University and
declared a major in Communication. Gentile focused her studies on science-based commu-
nication highlighting the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of our oceans.
Toward the end of her degree, she took on the role as the Social Media and Marketing
Manager for the George Washington University Organizational Sciences and Communication
Department. She graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Communication and Sustainability

Battie, from page 1
a City Commissioner, in bad faith and with malicious purpose and in a manner exhibiting
wanton and willful disregard of Franklin’s rights.”

Quoting from both Section 166.021(1) of the Florida Statutes and then from Article IV of
the Sarasota City Charter, the complaint argues that the “Hoax Post, if taken at face value as
presented by Battie, was unrelated to any City-permitted or City-regulated activity by Franklin.”

Further, the complaint says, the Hoax Post “did not reflect, suggest, or relate to the com-
mission of any criminal offense by Franklin,” nor did it “include any incitement to imminent
lawless action (incitement), threats of serious bodily harm (true threats), or speech that would
cause an immediate breach of the peace (fighting words).”

The complaint also argues, “Neither the City Commission nor Battie has any lawful or legiti-
mate governmental function that involves monitoring, policing, regulating, analyzing, calling
out, or legislating over the private speech of citizens — even speech that is hurtful or offensive,
or that would full under what is colloquially referred to as

‘hate speech.” Such speech is fully and robustly protected under the First Amendment.

“Thus,” the complaint continues, “the Hoax Post, taken at face value as presented by Battie,
was outside the scope of any lawful scope or function of either the City Commission or Battie,
as an individual city commissioner.

“As such, Battie is personally liable in tort for his actions,” the complaint contends.

GMD, from page 1

Broadway Ave., Bartow, FL 33830). While comments about the project are accepted at any
time, they must be received or postmarked by March 25, 2024, to be included in the formal
workshop record. Questions can be answered by calling the FDOT project manager Patrick
Bateman, PE. at (863) 519-2792.

FDOT is sending notices to property owners, business owners, interested persons and
organizations within 300 feet of the project to provide the opportunity to give comments to
FDOT regarding this project.

FDOT solicits public participation without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex,
religion, disability, or family status. People who require special accommodations under the
Americans with Disabilities Act or who require translation services (free of charge) should con-
tact Cynthia Sykes, District One Title VI Coordinator, at (863) 519-2287, or email at Cynthia.
Sykes@dot.state.fl.us at least seven days prior to the alternatives public workshop.

in December of 2023.

Seapface, Longboat Key Single Family Home, Longboat Key

941-925-3723

Longboat Key Showroom

By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228
State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands.

CREATIVE KITCHENS< BATHS

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

LEADING CONDO AND HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST LOCATED ON LONGBOAT KEY!
WISHING OUR CLIENTS AND FRIENDS ON LONGBOAT KEY A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Light Up The Ambiance ...

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers,
expert carpenters, project management and more. We will bring
your vision to life from first conversation to job completion.

Seaplace, Longboat Ké}r ;

Full Condo & Home Remodeling
Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work
Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondie Sk | 941.383.3388

6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

NEW PRICE $13,995,000
Modern marvel overlooking New Pass in Lido Shores! Step into this
tropical escape through the hidden courtyard that connects the
three-bedroom main home to the secluded, two-bedroom guest house
with an expansive sundeck, 60-foot wet-edge lap pool lined with royal
palms and unique fire bowls, as the perfect introduction to a contem-

porary masterpiece.

Boasting all the amenities required for luxury living, this SMART home'’s
inspired style highlights spectacular water views that stretch out to the
Gulf of Mexico from just about every room of the nearly 6,600 square-foot
interior. Stacked glass sliders create a seamless transition to outdoor
living, opening to the glass-railing terrace, summer kitchen, built-in grill,
and spiral staircase that leads down to the waterside hot tub. Boaters will
appreciate the deep-water dock with multiple lifts.

Bay Isles Residents,

| have qualified buyers who are actively
searching in your neighborhood. If you
are looking to sell in the near future,
let's chat. Remember, | am also a
Longboat Key resident and would love
the opportunity to work with you.

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan

REALTOR - 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
GLOBAL LUXURY MARKETING AGENT

941-928-2922

NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com
www.nichollemckiernan.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY - 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION $9,750,000

Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac
steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,350 AC/SF, with an open concept floor
plan, highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be
impressed. Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY - 6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find. Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF,
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout.
Architect designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

SEAWARD HOMES

SIESTA KEY - HIGEL AVE. $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf

front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023

WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

PATRICK DIPINTO

PREMIUM CUSTOM
HOME BUILDER

WEST OF TRAIL &
BARRIER ISLANDS

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM | 941.388.2021

53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236 | #CBC1253416
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent ro Town Hall that address Longboatr Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Sarasota Parks

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Thank you for your email regarding Ken Thompson Park. Please note that my official email
address for PREP Board business is: derin.parks@sarasotafl.gov and allows me to keep adequate
records for sunshine law purposes.

Opver the past several months and the last two PREP Board meetings, I have been discussing
and recommending at our PREP Board meetings that the PREP Board make recommended
modifications to our City’s code to place more specific requirements/restrictions on when and
how a private project can be approved and implemented in our public parks. The issue origi-
nated on smaller scale in other parks in the City where private groups are making changes to
our parks without PREP Board notice and public discussion. So, the topic of rules changes is
being discussed and proposed now (i.e. tonight - agenda item 7).

The current rules appear unclear and I am trying to make sure that any Private Projects in a
public park have to go through PREP Board review and approval following public discussion
and then receive approval from the City Manager and/or City Commission, at a minimum.
This affords the transparency and public discourse to make sure no projects are approved with
an informal yes or email from staff, etc. that is arguably then binding on the City. Again, this
agenda topic (Item #7) was already in place and was not in response to the Ken Thompson
Park proposal. However, the rules would be applicable to all of our parks, if recommended
by the PREP Board and implemented by the City Commission. If you would like to speak
either in support or against these proposed revisions to the code and rules, I encourage to please
attend and speak at the hearing this afternoon at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall. A motion will likely

Harry’s Restaurant

Steak & Frites Night Tuesdays $36.99  _

Wine Down Wednesdays
25% Off All Bottles of Wine

BEST BRUNCH DAILY
9AM - 2PM
ALL FRESCO DINING
INNOVATIVE COCKTAILS

By
Harry’s Deli

Fresh Bakery
Take & Bake Entrees
Sandwiches & Salads

Homemade Soups
Party Specialties

: View our
p T I‘;r—J Menu
V4 ) Reservations

o Suggested >

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
www.HarrysKitchen.com ¢ 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive *» 941-383-0777

follow the locals L.

oun newty renovaled dind,

00/

FEATURING:

* Live Maine Lobster
* Fresh Fish ¢ Gulf Shrimp

» Salads - Seafood Favorites
* Ribs, Burgers & More!

ALY LraRIEn

» Early Dining & Happy Hour
Mon -Sat 3:30 - 5:00

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM
Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Ordering Available for Take-Out
AND Curbside Pick-Up!

2023
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com
(941) 383-0440

be made tonight on that issue and your input on it will be much appreciated. Thank you for
your time and passion for our city parks. They are fantastic.

Derin Parks

Parks and Recreation

City of Sarasota

Longboat Library

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Nothing is more expensive than free money. Land is the most precious thing we have on
Longboat. So little remains undeveloped we need to husband our limited public land for the
highest and best use. A few things stand out after the Library charette.

One, the plans for the Library have been developed with little regard to our community’s
needs and wishes. Just because we check the “library” box on a long list of amenities doesn’t
mean that’s the most important one for our Town Center. The plan shows a huge space carved
up into rooms for people to do “something” in, making the space unusable for our needs. Why
not partitions?

It seems the county and private donors are throwing construction money at us to build what
they want, not what we need. They are in control, and we need to regain it to protect what
is done with our land.

Two, Libraries are obsolete with the fact that everyone has a “library” in their pocket.
Libraries want to store their books in warchouses now. As a readaholic that grieves me, but
that’s what you'll see if you google Modern Library. Seems the “Modern Library” concept is
an attempt to stay in existence.

What we need is a flexible community center that serves our needs. Our current library is
open for 15 hours a week in season and six off season. So where’s the demand?

What we saw Monday was a gigantic building out of scale with our Town Green, built up
11 feet that will loom over the Town Center, crowding out other uses like the popular farm-
ers market, art shows etc. It will require at least 12 steps to climb if the land is at 5 feet of
elevation.One more thing...who owns the building? If it is the County, then we will never be
able to fix it.

Shannon Gault

Longboat Key

Commercialization of Ken Thompson Park

To: Parks, Recreation and Environmental Protection Board

I am a year round resident of Lido Shores a neighborhood that encompasses some 225 hom-
eowners living at the north end of Lido Key. Our neighborhood as did the neighborhoods of
Longboat Key, St Armand’s, Lido and Bird Key, (not to mention the many people who visited
our beautiful Lido Beach from the City and County) endured one of the worst bouts of traffic
congestion during the recent St. Armand’s Food Truck & Music Festival which took place at
Ken Thompson Park, and are extremely concerned about similar future events, whether staged
intermittently or on a regular basis.

Traffic between downtown and Lido Key often backs up at various times of the day, even
when there are no special events, road/utility projects or accidents. It can take close to an hour
to travel from Westway Drive to the Gulfstream Avenue Roundabout and this is before St Regis
is open.

The group who brought us the failed St. Armand’s Winter Festival is now proposing to
privatize some part of Ken Thompson Park and permanently develop it as an amusement

See Letters, page 7

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Dr. Julia Whatff Piermont, Pastor

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome
Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:

www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

AN\
An

CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

THE 10TH ANNUAL
KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS

SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 25, 2024
10:00AM Sunday Service

Featuring Bagpipes, Tartan Banners, Procession & Drums

Featuring The Lion Rampant Pipe Band
VISITORS & RESIDENTS WELCOME * EVENT & PARKING ARE FREE

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. * 941.383.8833 (office) * www.christchurchoflbk.org
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YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

R n i
6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private
beach access features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s
walk. The main level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room,
dining area and wet bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths. The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an
expansive balcony with a gas grill overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.
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waltergrouprealestate.com

STEVE WALTER

941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

JANET WALTER

941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

Walter Group, Longboat locals and
connected to the real estate market for over
20 years. Call us for more information on
off-market and pre-market homes and
condos that cannot be advertised.

100 ft. x 100 ft. canal front homesite in Sleepy Lagoon. Great location — perfect balance between beach/ICW. Updated
seawall and 10,000 Ib. lift. Topographical survey and geo-technical engineering reports available.

< 7 B -
370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE in the gated resort-style Tangerine Bay community on the southernmost tip of Longboat Key. the spacious
condominium features soaring ceilings, skylight, great room with gas fireplace, marble gallery for displaying artwork, and private gated courtyard. All bedrooms are ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the primary suite
and great room open to a tiled terrace where you can start your day with a cup of coffee while watching the sunrise. An additional west-facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views.

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY

Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-

sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy Lagoon,

on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoram-

ic views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW. Situated on nearly a half-acre lot

$4’495'000 is a 3-bedroom, 4,157-SF home, which could be renovated or removed
creating a build site for an incredible custom home.
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IKevEncounters

When birding turns spiritual on Beer Can Island

It’s afternoon on Beer Can Island. A fisherman throws a fat pinfish to a waiting great egret that

takes it in his bill and carries it to a nearby spot. This is not going to be an easy meal.

MICHAEL GIVANT
Contributing Columnist
givant@lbknews.com

The stretch of beach that encompasses Whitney Beach and Beer Can
Island has a large number of birds that I see almost every day during the
winter. I often notice small details or nuanced behavior, which charms me
or makes me wonder. It’s then that birding becomes more than an exercise
in identification but a spiritual activity. Here are some of those moments.

A Bloody Meal

Saturday, 1:13 PM: It’s afternoon on Beer Can Island. A fisherman
throws a fat pinfish to a waiting great egret that takes it in his bill and
carries it to a nearby spot. This is not going to be an easy meal. The fish
is between 6-9-inches in length, wide top to bottom and has “spines.”
The egret shows dexterity in placing the fish along its javelin-like yellow
bill with the head facing the bird’s throat. The egret’s bill is soon stained
with the fish’s blood. Several times the fish is dropped or nearly dropped
but in the end is held in the bill as if the bird was wielding a large pair of
chopsticks. The yellowish green color at the base of the bill merges with
the fish’s blood.

For a short time the fish is held crosswise in the bill, its eye showing as
if it were modeling for a still life painting. Now the fish’s head is facing the
bird’s mouth with the “spines” sticking up. It won't be long now. Before
the struggle can conclude however another great egret comes and chases
the egret with the fish in its bill. T think that this will be a long struggle.
Wrong. The fish caked in sand and blood is being swallowed. The egret’s
throat seems a little wider as the fish goes down. Two years later when
reading over a draft of this article I can still picture the moment. Why?
It’s about the primeval beauty of color in nature’s long running drama of
survival.

Leaving No Trace

Tuesday morning: On Whitney Beach there are two willets, large

—

sandpipers, flying over the water, their white wing pattern flashing in the

morning sun. What is it about the loud call of a streaking willet, which has just taken off that
gets me every time I hear it? I'd like to listen to it for a longer time and to know what that
sound means.

Minutes later there are what appear to be three bottlenosed dolphins that seem to be going
in opposite directions. There’s one by itself and two others together. As they appear to be
going both forward and sideward a short tail fin comes out of the water and whitish sides are
showing. Then they are gone. The water’s surface is smooth, not even showing a clue that they
were just here. There’s only the din of the waves and some tall grass blowing in a slight breeze.

Dowdy Blues

Thursday morning: On Beer Can Island a scruffy looking great blue walks to the water its
neck elongated and its head and bill pointed skyward. This isnt momentary. With its head in
that position, it walks partially into the water and then parallel to shore. Its wings are held
slightly away from its body. I focus binoculars on the bird’s yellow eye, which is facing me. I
don’t think it cares about my presence and I havent any idea about what it’s doing. There’s a
strong breeze whistling in my ears. The sea is green and there’s a hue of dark blue where it meets
the otherwise light blue horizon. Nice color contrast; nice moment.

Saturday morning: On Beer Can Island seven white ibises are standing in the water feeding.
A few minutes later all but two are in the air flapping hard. Above the trees the black tips of
their white wings are showing as they fly toward a steel gray cloud on the horizon. Better feed-
ing where you're going?

There’s a dowdy great blue on the beach facing the water as if it were waiting for a fisher-
man to toss it a throwaway. The blue lifts up and is flying directly toward me. Its long bill
and longer wings are at an odd angle. I don’t like the looks of that bill but the bird turns right
and lands directly facing the ocean. It’s in my path not far in front of me. Does it think I'm a
fisherman? Minutes later I again pass the dowdy great blue. Facing neck, its belly and me are
streaked a moderate brown. The blue stares straight ahead. I still don’t like that lance-like bill
and move quickly past it.

Silent Talk

There’s a black-bellied plover in shallow water The tall plover, whose belly in its winter plum-
age is actually white, bends over and with its short dark bill gets a whole shell and downs it.
This is one of the very few times I've seen this plover eat. Most of the time they walk around
seemingly indifferent to feeding. I look at its dark brown back with areas that look like tiny

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com

941.387.2200

black semicircles. Are those the remnants of summer when the plover’s back and belly are
black?

Silently I talk to the bird. I haven’t seen you in summer for years and years. What did you
actually look like years ago when I first saw you on Cape Cod beaches?

Suddenly the black-belly lifts off. As it does the tail fans out white. Nice view. Where are
you going? Two years later, writing this, I can still feel the words resonate within me. That’s
what I mean about birding being spiritual.

2023-2024

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING CURRENT EVENTS
QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHJONGG CANASTA
SUPREME COURT 92Y AMERICAN HISTORY
LITERATURE & POETRY MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS
MUSIC & DANCE APPRECIATION JAZZ NIGHTS
MORNING FORUMS THEOLOGY WORLD POLITICS
FILM FESTIVALS THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES
WRITING WORKSHOPS iPHONE & iPAD
BIRDING NATURE WALKS WELLNESS
LANGUAGES SATURDAY WORKSHOPS
BROADWAY BIOS CONCERTS
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS

& MUCH MORE! o
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Many Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org

411662-1
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venue, featuring carnival attractions, golf coarse, “a bar in the sky. And I'm sure other events
throughout the year to draw even more traffic. This portends for us a non-stop replay of the
Food Truck Festival and the traffic tie-ups it generated. The last thing we need is more cars and
trucks coming across Ringling Causeway, squeezing into the single lane between St. Armand’s
Circle and Ken Thompson Park and making it impossible for residents and visitors to get to
their destinations in a reasonable time.

In consideration of traffic congestion, impeded emergency vehicle access, the harmful
impact on our diminishing quiet green spaces, environmental impacts and more, we respect-
fully ask you vote against any proposed commercialization of Ken Thompson Park. Allowing
this special space to fall prey to business interests with no connection to the City’s barrier
islands will drastically alter the character of our immediate environment and certainly dimin-
ish the quiet quality of life we presently enjoy. We thank you in advance for supporting our
very important cause.

Denis Bischoff

Sarasota

Undergrounding Update

To: Longboat Key Commission

Here is the latest undergrounding project status update from Public Works Director Isaac
Brownman. This update is focused primarily on the electrical portion of the project.

Phase 2

We are encouraged to hear that FPL has released the final Phase 2 residential switch orders
for Ed Lee Lane and one on Cedar Street. These residential properties are all expected to be
converted next week. Wilco also continues to convert overhead to underground transition
drops within Phase 2 with less than about a half dozen remaining. All have been submitted
to FPL for conversion. According to FPL, feeder pole removals in Phase 2 are tentatively set
to begin within the next week.

Phase 3 & 4 Existing Transformers

We are pleased to report that all 24 new transformers to replace the existing ones discov-
ered late in the process have been received by Wilco. Since these are replacing already active,
existing ground transformers, Wilco is beginning the process with FPL to gain approval for
the necessary authorization and shut downs to replace the existing transformer equipment in
Phases 3 and 4. There are a large number of customers on many of these existing transformers
change outs (serving condo developments), so scheduling and coordination is key.

Phase 3

Conversions continue throughout Phase 3, primarily in the Neptune area. As noted above,
Wilco is working through existing transformer change out authorization and scheduling with
FPL.

Phase 4

Phase 4 switching and conversions cannot begin until Phase 2 is completed. However and
as noted above, Wilco is working through existing transformer change out authorization and
scheduling with FPL.

FPL will have a representative(s) available at the March 25, 2024 Town Commission
Workshop to share updates, and also address their Hurricane Idalia response letter of January
26, 2024. This update should include their efforts on the three components, including: 1)
Finishing the current project in coordination with the Town and Wilco, 2) Nearer-term plan-
ning, design and implementation to raise transformer pads (and related infrastructure work)
in lower areas, and 3) Longer-term efforts to explore and enhance component materials within
transformers and boxes based on their investigation and lessons learned.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Undergrounding Update

To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman

Thanks for this update. It is so helpful for those of us who get questions about the progress.
Great news about the Phase 3 and 4 transformers and the upcoming Phase 2 pole removals.
By the way, in discussions with some residents, I've been told that the resistance to placement
of transformers and pads on or near private property can be eased by making it clearer that

See Letters, page 8

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 748-4679

4551 N Washington Blvd.

Sarasota, FL 34234
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some landscaping is permitted around those elements. This
may help with sea level rise projects as well.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Town Center

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

We attended the Sarasota County proposed Library Plan
Presentation yesterday. On the way we stopped at the Town
Center Market event which is a neat Community offering. A
lot of booths with a good crowd of people enjoying a nice day
with all the offerings.

The proposed site of the library, as well as the Green, was
filled with vendor booths and lots of people. The juxtaposi-
tion of that experience versus the Library plan for that site
was striking.

We know things are well along, while not sure if most LBK
residents are aware of the Town Center development status
and approve. It is clear that the Library design criteria is
well established by the Sarasota County Library experience in
creating a model for other County regional Libraries, a cookie
cutter development process with a few modifications.

However, it is also clear that the Town planning of the
design criteria for what resident research indicates is the top
priority for a Community Center that includes adequate flex-
ible meeting space, Education class space, entertainment and
events space is way behind the power curve with the County
seemingly leading the planning process based on their library
model magnate.

The input sessions at the presentation appeared to be form
over substance, terribly disorganized and didn't move the ball
forward regarding developing LBK’s priority needs for our
Town Center design criteria detail.

Bottom line, in our opinion, the proposed library takes up
way too much of the Town Center limited foot print to the
exclusion of the resident expressed use priorities of meeting

have a much higher use than a new Library that appears the
be “free” but is not.

Another look at our existing library’s land parcel should be
considered if a new County Library is deemed to be necessary.
We have heard that the lot is too small but it appears to be at
least 35,000 Sq Ft. Two stories? Please take another look, it
is not too small for a new library.

As an aside, rather than see the County spend taxpayer
money on a new but low use library here given huge seasonal
residence dynamics, the money should be spent on higher
priority things like helping area Foster Care kids in need
with a tutorial hand up educationally so that they may some
day have the opportunity to live on our beautiful island of
Longboat Key and enjoy our Town Center priority based,
high use facilities. First things first. Thank You For All Your
Hard Work.

Bob and Shannon Gault

Longboat Key

Longboat Key Town Center

To: Bob and Shannon Gault

I know this was sent only to the Mayor, but the rest of us
may find comments from the community useful as we work
in this issue.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Hello, Renee

Thanks to you and your team for a worthwhile meeting
today. Please see below, a resident who was unable to attend
would like to pass her suggestions on to be included in the
community’s feedback.

Sarah Karon

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach

World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis

Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

be your private tour. 941.387.1661
mbership@LongboatKeyClub.com.

Strategic Implementation Plan by
SarasotaLHR

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon

I am tied up with work off the island and cannot make it
back to the island for the library meeting. No remote par-
ticipation.

Can you share my list of ideas.

These are activities at other Sarasota libraries so it is within
the normal operation. We can have it in the standard facility
that the library pays for. Therefore, no addition building or

Maintenance fees will be required from the town.

Activities:

Meditation

yoga

Open mic

Jazz jam

Maker space resources

Genealogy

Card games

Book club

Tax assistance

Knit/crochet

Speaker series

Legal aid

Fall prevention classes

Master Gardner

Great decisions

.Must have remote participation setup in the community
room. This is missing in the town and over 50% of property
owners work or are homesteaded elsewhere ( part time on
LBK). Without this technology they have no input to these
meetings

If we had it I would be able to provide this live and hear all
the other ideas.

I do not think we need roof top decks. That is not neces-
sary and becomes vip seating for the band shell. People can
sit on the town green where they should have strong WiFi . If

See Letters, page 11

L ONGBOAT-KEY-CLUB

SARASOTA, FLORIDA
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
131 GARFIELD DR Unit#3B 1,215 $725,000 2 2 0 3 $725,000
1975 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#G4-106 1,068 $695,000 2 2 0 46 $650,000
4974 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#Villa 19 1,621 $750,000 3 2 0 53 $675,000
5757 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#103 1,561 $725,000 2 2 0 8 $712,500
5265 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#305 1,128 $800,000 2 2 0 0 $800,000
7105 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#11 1,170 $899,000 2 2 0 199 $850,000
2120 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#645 2,776 $1,650,000 3 2 1 18 $1,721,000
2020 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#434/435 2,462 $1,795,000 3 3 0 0 $1,735,000
2165 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#111 2,470 $2,150,000 3 3 0 103 $2,000,000
3464 MISTLETOE LN 3,367 $2,299,000 4 3 1 120 $2,000,000
435 L AMBIANCE DR Unit#K905 2,820 $3,995,000 2 2 2 268 $3,750,000
5005 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#3 4,638 $10,995,000 5 5 2 165 $9,800,000

5005 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#3 |~

SERENE LIVING IN COUNTRY CLUB SHORES ON LONGBOAT KEY
585 GUI\EWAL LN. | $6,900,000

"EXCEPTIONAL CITY & BAY VIEWS . -LARGE ENCLOSED LANAI + -RENOVATED KITCHEN WITH MODERN

*3BR/4BA « +LANDSCAPED GROUNDS APPLIANCES
*4,733 SF » +FLOOR-TO-CEILING WINDOWS
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RHINELANDER

941-685-3590 . S .
P #’ = -, »i-":";}.l i : s
505 S ORANGE AVE UNIT #401
$2,215,000

jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

COURTNEY
TARANTINO

941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

CONTACT US TODAY FOR i e S 25, T I Bl
YOUR PRIVATE TOUR 1212 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR # 308 440 EXETER DR UNIT # 205

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Feb. 9

Restaurant workers return

1:25 am.

Officer Montfort while on patrol, observed two men
dressed in dark clothing walking south onto Longboat Key
from the Longboat Pass Bridge. Officer Montfort made
contact with the men who stated they both work at the res-
taurant on Longboat Key and left work about an hour ago.
The men then said that they went home and returned to
go for a walk on Longboat Key. The men said they parked
their vehicle on the Coquina side of the Longboat Pass
Bridge. Officer Ferrigine proceeded to the Coquina south
boat ramp and observed the only vehicle in the lot being a
Ford Mustang. The vehicle was registered to an elderly woman of Bradenton. The men agreed
to proceed back to their vehicle and return home to the residence. Case clear.

Noise

6:30 a.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to the 6600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a call of
a noise disturbance. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson observed a large white dumpster truck
backing up in the driveway with the rear backing alarm blaring loudly. Officer Martinson
made contact with the driver and explained to him he could not be making any construction
type of noise prior to 8 a.m. The man said the dumpster company he works for was hired by
a construction company who is building the home on the property. The man said he would
come back at 8 a.m. to pick up the dumpster and left the area. Officer Martinson then spoke
with an employee of the construction company who arrived on scene shortly after. Officer
Martinson advised the man of the ordinance and he apologized that workers had arrived and
started work prior to 8 a.m. Officer Martinson checked the listed names and addresses and
did not see any previous noise complaints, written warnings, or citations. The man was given
a written warning for violating the noise ordinance. Case clear.

Noise

7:36 p.m.

Officer Nazareno responded to Harbourside Drive for a noise complaint regarding loud
music coming from the Tennis Center. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno was advised that there
was a sanctioned event until 8:30 p.m. at the tennis center and was not in violation of the noise
ordinance. The caller did not wish to be seen or contacted. Case clear.

Feb. 10

Found property

11:52 a.m.

Officer Miklos was dispatched to the 5400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to
found property. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos came into contact with a bicyclist who advised
he had found a New Jersey license and credit card belonging to a man while cycling on Gulf
of Mexico Drive. Officer Miklos completed a property receipt for the two items, which were
placed into evidence at Longboat Key Police Department for safekeeping. Case clear.

Car in the roadway

2:20 p.m.

Officer Martinson while on patrol, observed a blue Cadillac parked across from the 2200
block of Gulf of Mexico Drive facing northbound with the vehicle half in the grass and half
blocking the bike lane. Officer Martinson made contact with the driver who was sitting inside
the vehicle and asked him if everything was all right. The man said his vehicle was overheating
so he pulled over to let the engine cool down. The man also said he lives on Gulf of Mexico
Drive and needed to let the engine cool down for approximately ten minutes before heading
the rest of the way home. The man also said he did not need any police assistance. Officer
Martinson stood by with the man and his vehicle until he was able to restart it and drive home.
Case clear.

Feb. 11

Water in the road

2:56 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to Norton Street on a
call of citizen assist for a water leak. Upon arrival, Officer
Martinson observed water coming up from the ground in
front of the address. Officer Martinson contacted Public
Works. The man requested Officer Martinson record a
video of the leak and email. After emailing the video, he
replied stating it was a small leak and they would address
it first thing Monday morning. , He requested someone
check on it later to make sure the leak did not get worse.

Feb. 12

Business owners’ disagreement

4:11 p.m.

Officer Pescuma responded to the 5300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a civil disturbance
between two business owners. Upon arriving on scene Officer Pescuma was greeted by a busi-
ness owner of one of the units within the shopping plaza. He stated that a business owner of
the other units has been blocking the entrance of his door to his store/office with displays for
her shop. This became a concern for him due to the accessibility for his packages to be deliv-
ered by UPS/FEDEX. An argument broke out between both business owners. After speaking
with the woman, she said that sometimes the packages that are delivered to the other business
are blocking the entrance to her shop. Officer Pescuma was able to have both parties come to
a civil agreement moving forward and the other business owner agreed to place a sign on his
window indicating where to leave the delivered packages, not to hinder the man’s shop, nor
will she block his entrance with her shop displays. Case clear.

Feb. 13

Loud music

10:11 a.m.

Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Kingfisher Lane for a noise disturbance regarding loud
music. Upon arrival, Officer Pescuma observed construction workers on site of Kingfisher
Lane with music on low volume. Officer Pescuma advised the foreman that there was a com-
plaint of loud music, and they complied and ensured that the music will be secured. Officer
Pescuma did not observe music being played too loud. Case clear.

Trespass

2:47 p.m.

Officer Ferrigine responded to the 5300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of a
disturbance. Upon his arrival, Officer Ferrigine met with the complainant who stated around
2:30 p.m. a customer came into the store and was rude and cursing at her. The customer was
identified by a recent notary he came into the store for a woman who said she would like to
have a man trespassed the next time he enters the store. The complainant was advised to call
the police back if the man was to come into the store again. Case clear.

Furniture in the road

3:08 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to the 1200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a call of
a highway obstruction. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson located a black small broken plastic
shelf or end table lying in the middle of the road. Officer Martinson picked up the item and
placed into the trunk of the squad car. Officer Martinson later disposed of it into the garbage
dumpster at the police station. Case clear.

OPPERS

Of Sarasota County .
See Somethingze @ Say Something

It Pays To Report Criminal Activity - Anonymously
Cash Reward up to $5,000.00

(For tips that lead to an arrest)

pd by CSTF

pd by CSTF

Download our FREE mobile app
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the town green will not have tables and chairs then the library
is a nice alternative as long as it is outside the building so it
is available at all times. The goal is to avoid duplication of
resources. We already have three town greens.

The library will most likely have reduced hours off season
so we cannot let the physical structure be a limitation on the
ability to use the community room or use the outdoor tables
and chairs.

Blythe Jeffers

Longboat Key

Strategic Implementation Plan by

SarasotaLHR

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Thank you! Have a great day,

Blythe Jeffers

Longboat Key

Longboat Library

To: Blythe Jeffers

Following up on your recent inquiry:

I don't think our library system has any standard designs.
Here is a link to their most recent strategic plan, completed
last year. Thank you for your interest!

Sarah Karon

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Water Quality Update

To: Longboat Key Commission

Its been a lot of fun going out to the community and
bringing them good news about our recent improvements
in water quality. For those who might want a reminder, our
water quality has sufficiently improved that we no longer have
any portion of the open waters of Sarasota Bay considered
“impaired” for nutrients, using criteria developed by the SBEP
more than a decade ago — criteria that were meant to protect
our bay from harmful algal blooms.

To be clear — the part of the bay between Ringling Boulevard
and Venice Inlet was out of compliance with those same cri-
teria for several years, but recent improvements are sufficient
that the years of 2020, 2021 and 2022 had enough progress
to get us “de-listed”. Also — this improvement did not occur
because of the very dry conditions we had in 2023. In fact,
2023 conditions weren’t included in this report — although the
good water quality in 2023 adds to the good news from the
prior three years.

With this in mind, we have shown that the community
knows how to come together to focus on the things that most
adversely impact our water quality. This will be required over
the next few years to decades, because our water quality issues
are now complicated by us also being in the early stages of
accelerated sea level rise and warming waters. So why would
higher water levels concern us? As one example, because they
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could put at risk one of our most important ecosystem fea-
tures — our mangrove forests.

Mangroves do a lot of great things for us, what we call
“ecosystem services”. First off, they provide habitat for a wide
variety of fish and crabs and oysters in their below-water fea-
tures (at least red mangroves) while their above-water features
provide habitats for nesting and/or just resting for our sea-
birds. Think of the fish called “mangrove snapper” — its name
references an affinity (not exclusive) for mangrove fringes.
Second, they improve our water quality in two ways — by fil-
tering out pollutants, and by the benefits of the tannins added
to our local waters from the decomposition of mangrove
leaves. In terms of filtering out pollutants, I was working as a
private consultant a few years ago when the pipeline carrying
raw sewage from Longboat Key sprang a leak on the mainland
side. Fortunately, the leak happened several hundred feet
into an extensive mangrove forest. The leak was in excess of
10 million gallons, but samples taken within days of the leak
being detected did not find any evidence of elevated bacteria
in the bay, even when we sampled immediately adjacent to
the mangrove fringe closest to the site of the leak. If this hap-
pened in someone’s lawn or in a street, I'm fairly certain we'd
have found elevated bacteria, but the mangrove fringe filtered
out much of the adverse impacts of this fairly large amount
of raw sewage. The tannins released from decomposing man-
grove leaves also help to ameliorate the impact of nutrients on
harmful algal blooms — which means that they help us to have
better water quality then we'd have if they were gone.

Life in
PARADISE!-

s
WINDWARD BAY
4870 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #V-12
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

This end unit Villa, with great beach to
bay access, features ample windows
that allow views of Sarasota Bay. Grill £ %
on your patio before heading to the
beaches to witness some of the most
breathtaking sunsets and mesmerizing |
turquoise water. You could also get =
in your boat and head out on the |-
water for some fishing or dolphin and | |
manatee watching. Windward Bay has |
two marinas with 28 boat and jet ski
slips, and 26 acres of grounds.

Finally, mangroves help to protect shorelines from wave
action during tropical storms and/or hurricanes. We do
not seem to have enough of a mangrove fringe to substan-
tially reduce storm surge from such storms, but we do have
— in many locations — enough mangroves to reduce the wave
action that is generated from such storms. Natural shorelines
come through natural storms with less damage than typical
seawalls or other hardened features — one of the reasons why
so many local governments are looking to increase so-called
“living shorelines” for protecting both public and private
property.

So...good reasons to want to preserve mangrove forests
into the future. But here’s the scenario we are concerned
about, based on work done for the Tampa Bay Estuary
Program — the topic of “coastal squeeze”.  It’s important to
remember that mangrove forests survive in the intertidal zone
— the area that is inundated by high tides, but not those areas
that are consistently underwater. Well, here’s the trend in sea
level the past 20 years, at our closest long-term gage (St. Pete).

This graph shows a lot of variability, but also an underlying
trend of 6” of increase over the past 20 years. If we extrapo-
late this over the next 30 years, it suggests that another 97
of sea level rise is anticipated, even if no further acceleration
occurred. Our tidal range is about 18” locally, which means
that in the year 2050, the average sea level would be roughly
where today’s high tide is, and high tide would be 9” higher
still. With this in mind, what would happen to an “intertidal
community” such as mangroves if the intertidal zone is higher

See Letters, page 12
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Earl Larson & Tryla Brown Larson

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

941-962-1122

TrylaBrownLarson.com

/TrylaBrownLarson

Michael Saunders &

LICEMNSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
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in the future? Well, it depends on what’s on the landward side of that mangrove community.

This panel (courtesy of TBEP) shows what would likely happen if there was an opportunity
for mangroves to “migrate” upslope over time. In such places, mangroves could persist over
time, but farther upslope (inland) than where they are currently. In the second example, there
is a hardened shoreline adjacent to the mangrove forests, preventing them from migrating
upslope.

The loss of mangroves from “coastal squeeze” is not something that should be of concern in
one area only — it is a possibility along many parts of our shoreline, including both private and
public property, and even along the shoreline of properties owned by NGOs that are focused
on environmental issues. This is not a phenomenon in only one area, or in only one part of
the bay — it is something that we need to think about across our bay.

So, how time-critical is this? Is this something we have to “fix” this year or next year? Or
the next few years? Well, maybe not. While in the private sector, I worked on a project where
we addressed this question for the TBEP. In that study, we considered a few questions, such as:

In the absence of an ability to migrate upslope, can mangroves just persist on the outside
of those structures?

If not, when might we see mangroves succumb to too much inundation?

For the first question, we dont know if mangroves can persist over time on the outside of
a seawall (for example) if the water level came up 9” in 30 years. Why don’t we know this?
Because we are now experiencing a rate of sea level rise that appears to be higher than anything
recorded (at least in South Florida) over the past 5,000 years. So...maybe, maybe not. But
don’t count on it.

If mangroves can’t migrate upslope, and if they can’t just remain in place and handle another
few decades of accelerated sea level rise, when might we start to lose them? Well, our estimates
in the report we did for the TBEP were that mangroves could be substantially gone from
such areas by the year 2075. This scenario was based on the NOAA Intermediate High SLR
scenario, and wherein sediments from adjacent uplands were not available to supplement the
soil accretion rates of mangrove forests. That could be a worse-case scenario, or it could be
spot-on, or it could be that it underestimates the onset of such losses.

So what can we do about this? Well, our Infrastructure Law Work Plan includes a project for
FY26 to work with the City of Sarasota for a project that would look to “soften” the shoreline
between the City’s Bayfront Park and Selby Gardens shoreline. The project intent is to try
and design a modified shoreline that would allow for the continued protection of public infra-
structure (such as roads and parks) while also allowing for mangroves to migrate upslope — at
least for the next few decades. We hope to come up with a project that not only would allow
mangroves to persist over time in this area, but also to include enough public outreach and
education that we could get others to think about doing similar projects along their shorelines.

Mangroves are like the Rodney Dangerfield of our coastal ecosystem - they do a lot for us,
but they don't get a lot of respect for what they do. Quite frequently, they are viewed as a
nuisance that is blocking our views, rather than a key ecosystem feature. They help protect our
uplands from storms, they help protect our water quality, and they provide important habitat
for fish and oysters and crabs and seabirds. We can — and should — do a better job making
sure that future generations of Sarasota Bay residents and guests also get to see them and enjoy
them for the benefits they provide.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Sleepy Lagoon

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

I've been asked to meet with a number Lagoon residents on Tuesday at 1:30 to discuss the
flooding issues there in preparation for our upcoming budget talks. I need a refresher on the
status of our sea level rise program for that neighborhood, including what phases of the Kimley
Horn program we are working on now and the timing and funding arrangements for those and
future phases. Monday afternoon after the charrette maybe? Thanks.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longbaoat Key

Sleepy Lagoon
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

Thank you Mr. Mayor, we will get you an update drafted and bring to the meeting today.
Isaac Brownman

Director Public Works

Town of Longboat Key

Sleepy Lagoon

To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman

Great. Thanks. I've been trying to find the Kimley Horn plan, part of which we have set
to move forward.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Sleepy Lagoon
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Not a problem, we can get you a copy of that as well.
Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

House Bills

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

You are correct in your assessment. The difference is the timeframes in HB 267 and 684
would apply to all building permits. I have attached a side by side comparison of these bills to
current law for reference. These bills include the 30,000 population threshold for the creation
of the expedited building permit issuance at the preliminary plat phase.

HB 665 and SB 812 are dealing to mandate a municipality of 30,000-population and
have 25 acres of contiguous land zoned residential or agricultural purposes, then the creation
of the two-phase platting program is mandated. The program would afford an applicant to
be approved up to 50% of their building permits at the preliminary plat phase approval in
exchange for indemnification and a performance bond of up to 130%. They do not have the
reduced permitting review time frames included in HB 267 and SB 684.

Taken together, these bills are bad news. We are opposing all four bills.

We are working diligently to get the 30,000-population threshold back into HB 665 before
it goes to the House floor for a vote even though we are opposed to the bill.

Charles T. Chapman IV

Legislative Consultant

Florida League of Cities, Inc

House Bills

To: Town of Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons

So it would be our priority to keep the 30,000 exemption in 267 and 684. Thanks.
Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

House Bills

To: Florida League of Cities Legislative Consultant Charles Chapman

So both sets of bills deal with reducing the time a municipality has to review permit requests?
I'm not sure I understand the difference between the two sets, and the 30,000 limit is impor-
tant to us.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis

To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney

PaulineBea, LLC, owner of property on Gulf of Mexico Drive, was requested by the Town
to grant an easement for beach renourishment along its property. They are declining to grant
this easement for the reasons set forth in the attached letter. An original of this letter will be
mailed to each of you today. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Brenda L. Patten, Esquire

Berlin | Patten |Ebling, PLLC

Sarasota

See Letters, page 15

Ads that work... 941.387.2200

SELL YOUR CAR!

Fast - Easy - Safe
We Come To You
Call or text now for

INSTANT CASH
941-270-4400

HoHoBuysCars.com
Over 200 5-Star Reviews Go gle

Reviews
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WineTimes

Pigfish & Calusa make a perfect mainland adventure

Calusa brewmasters love to capture little symphonies of tastes in their craft beers, wines, and ciders.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Rarely do we find a venue for a special occasion that exceeds our expectations and does not
leave us feeling overly indulged. This Valentine’s Day we chose a taproom and take in/out food
service counter in an industrial area of Sarasota Florida. Not
the usual Champagne and dark chocolate lava cake feast....

The Pigfish restaurant occupies a corner of the spacious
new taproom of the Calusa Brewery. We have met one of the
owners of Pigfish, Steve Phelps, at his destination restaurant,
Indigenous, between dowtown Sarasota and the Rosemary
District, where Pigfish co-owner, Anand Pallegar, a successful
entrepreneur on a mission to contribute to the welfare of his
community, serves as Chair of the Friends of Rosemary Park.
The owners of Calusa Brewery, Geordie Rauch, Vic Falck, and
Jason Thompson, have joined forces with Phelps and Pallegar,
to offer a different take on ecological best practices and sus-
tainable seafood and locally farmed meats.\

To understand the concept of Pigfish, one has to go back to
the original taproom in the warehouse setting of the Calusa
brewery a few miles away. Vats of brewing beer towered over
rows of tables and a bar with a counter where customer would come from near and far to
buy cans of beer to go. (Calusa supplies the popular Zote draft beer in kegs to restaurants
and bars in the Sarasota area but does not at this stage supply its products to retailer outlets,)
The taproom did not serve food, except by way of various food trucks that catered to serious
beer drinkers and the fans of the local musicians that performed on site during weekend after-
noonnd and evenings. The food truck business model transitioned to the new Calusa taproom
when it moved to a more spacious and attractive facility.

The pairing of an established chef’s new venture with a favorite regional brewery over a to-go
counter strikes most Calusa groupies as cool and unusual. They don’t ask to add endangered
swordfish and Chilean Sea Bass to the menu, but they do grouse about prices of top qual-
ity seafood, beef, and pork products. Some go as far as to wish for a return of food trucks.
Judging from Google and Yelp reviews, Pigfish patrons endorse the idea of sustainable and
local sourcing of foods, yet balk at the costs of supplying them. That sentiment recurs from
sea to shining sea.

During a scouting expedition a week or so before Valentine’s Day, we sampled The Pigfish
handheld on the limited menu. It features a generous cut from a Cobia filet, blackened and
served on a potato bun with lettuce, tomato, onion, house pickles, and bacon tartar sause. The
$24 price tag seemed pricey, unless you compare it to a $33 grouper sandwich highlighted as
a bargain at a popular beach restaurant. In any event, we found the Pigfish handheld as too
heavy for most individuals and better shared with two persons. At $12 per person, the Pigfish
seemed more affordable.

ONE EYED JACKS @
POKER ROOM

e

Potcer:

LIVE ACTION CASH GAMES

TEXAS HOLD "EM
7 CARD STUD « OMAHA

TOTVS - SIMULCASTING

Wotch and wager on
thoroug hred & greyhound
tracks from gcress the country

DAILY & MONTHLY
TOURNAMENTS

VEGAS STYLE GAMES

ULITIMATE TEXAS HOLD ‘EM
WILD STUD 3-CARD
FACE UP PAI-GOW

HIGH HAND
PAYOUT SPECIALS

DINING AVAILABLE - ENTREES, HANDHELDS, PIZZAS, SALADS

4404 BEE RIDGE RD
SARASOTA, FL 34233

SUNDAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT
MON-SAT: 10:00AM - 2:00AM

WWW.SKCPOKER.COM
941-355-7744 EXT 1001

During our Valentine’s Day visit, we discovered the delight of 4oz glasses of the craft beers,
ales, and ciders in the Calusa portfolio. We have described in an ealier column the artistry of
the Calusa brewmasters. Generous tastes of the Zero-Zero double IPA with Mosaic hops (8%
ABYV), the Perception Bown Ale (5.5% ABV), the Pass a Good Time fruit beer (5% ABV),
the Bones and Dominos Hazy Double IPA (8.5% ABV), the Black Blade Baltic Porter (8.55
ABYV), and the Mango Cider from Keel Farms (5.5% ABV) provide a worthy ample of the
Calusa brewing arts. The Sharables on the Pigfish menu, Calusa Beer Cheese with pretzels
(recommended) or farm fresh veggies (also reommended), the Blackend Fish Bites, and the
Hushpuppies interleaved with the beer samples and the Pigfish and Bacon Tarter Sauces.

Calusa brewmasters love to capture little symphonies of tastes in their craft beers, wines, and
ciders. The taproom has a respectable wine list, but few will bother with wine when the subtle
tastes of the more exotic Calusa beers and ales live for the moment here.

Pigfish has a special place in the Calusa taproom. Patrons feel no pressure to order from the
menus. We suspect that this freedom to challenge the palate with craft beer and foods healthy
for you and the planet continues to draw Calusa fans to the Pigfish menu.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

Are You Ready for a
Career Change?

Earn a Master’s Degree in

Acupuncture &
Chinese Medicine

Classics Integrated with
Traditional Chinese Medicine®

Dragon Rises College

of Oriental Medicine

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:
info@dragonrises.edu

(800) 606-6685

www.dragonrises.edu

License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant
Education. Accreditation www.ACAHM.org
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Business Directory

2

e Waterfront dining
® Fresh local seafood
e Entertainment

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL HaB;Rfl:;.)ur
In Historic Cortez Village 4p.m.-6p.m.

941.798.2035

www.swordfishgrillcortez.com

Fresh Air

and
Exercise?

Scan For Free
Legacy Trail Guide

L ved again
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8
Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Free Removal and Set Up |  sesasars

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 [ SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00

941-922-5271
1901 Hansen St e Sarasota, FL

(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom ©

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

www.SleepKing.net

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991

Suite 11 _
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Steffs St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS ¢ 941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00

SteffsStuffLBK.com
KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI

Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 26 years
on the island!

DESIGN
DESIGN &S

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

DESIGN
DES'GN o IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

DESIGNCN  387-9807

Come in with us —
support a local salon and
avoid traffic.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941—387—0926CP A

GMD

LONGBOAT KEY o SARAS
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Invest: )
navigating the dynamic real estate marke
2 X ; ]

Ix

LEIGHTON ALLENBY

.é - .} REALTOR®
Y 239.537.4563
Ji LAllenby@gmail.com
MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

¢ Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com e KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

* Massage

Health Is Wealth
(941) 284-9563

Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator
Haircuts
Color
Highlights
Treatments
Ayurvedic Scalp
Massage

BOOK NOW AT: hairandearth.glossgenius.com

200 Central Ave e Suite 18 ¢ Downtown Sarasota

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
. Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

ODRGANIC SALON

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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Taverns

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

As we are about to eliminate taverns as a category of busi-
ness (at least eliminating the definition), I'm wondering “what
was a tavern?” My imagination supposes a neighborhood
hangout serving beer (maybe wine for the “ladies”).

Does it serve a purpose to differentiate businesses limited to

beer and wine from businesses with full liquor licenses?

Switching gears to large parcels in the Urban Mixed-Use
areas, and thinking about what “neighborhood” businesses
wed expect to see (Starbucks, of course), I realized that many
traditional places — e.g., the corner grocery — are obsolete.
But I can envision a neighborhood bar (tavern?) and neigh-
borhood cannabis joint (accidental pun). Day care, bike shop
— I hope we can avoid big chain fast food places. Has there
been much thought at this level yet?

Last night’s Architecture Sarasota talk with Mitchell Silver
was the best so far IMHO. (I envy the Planning staff for
the time they had with him earlier.) A point he made that
especially resonated with me was the need for the City (and
its people) to decide what it wants in the large parcels slated
for redevelopment. The same point was made in Adanta
in redeveloping the Belt Line properties. I asked Mr. Silver
how to balance planning the future-future with addressing
the immediate planning needs (which appears to consume
most of our staff’s energies). I would be surprised if that topic
wasn't addressed during his time with staff.

My question/concern is that we're going to be publishing
guidelines for the large Urban Mixed-Use parcels before we've
thought about what we really want. Is there a way we can slow
down the ZTA process to enable a vision of the future to be
developed first?

Debbie Trice

Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or

941.387.2200

letters @lbknews.com

Pedal EBIkeS ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
Pickle Ball | @ CYCGS

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!
10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS

- FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP -
L/ ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE L/
‘ CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘
: OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM d
y) SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM y)

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY

UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

cardio after your game.

590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

& www.ebikesandcycles.com
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- REALESTATEBY  EXPERTS

NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

= s

R P R i =

540 BIRD KEY DRIVE ¢ SARASOTA, FL ¢ $1,695,000
3BR.2BA e 1,924 SF e Best value on Bird Key

= -1'.9 " - P T .
700 HIDEAWAY BAY LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL » $3,295,000
3BR/3.5BA e 3,306 SF  Waterfront ¢ Easy access to bay

e B,
3460 MISTLETOE LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $2,225,000
3BR+DEN+OFFICE/3.5BA ¢ 2,831 SF ¢ Direct Bayfront

5757 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,# 102 ¢« LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,195,000
2BR/2BA e 1,561 SF e First Level e Steps to the beach

415 UAMBIANCE DR., #D206  LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $2,995,000
3BR.3,5BA e 2,820 SF e Gulf & Bay views ® Walkdown to beachfront ¢ Updated

& S

486 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE e SARASOTA, FL ¢ $3,995,000
3BR+DEN/3BA e 3,854 SF ¢ 3-Car Garage ® Built in 2014

3060 GRAND BAY BLVD., #153 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,799,000
3BR/3.5BA e 2,550 SF e Full floor ® Direct Bay views

1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #10-402 e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $949,000
2BR/2BA ¢ 1,392 SF e Updated e Furnished ¢ Covered parking space

100 SANDS POINT RD., #21 « LONGBOAT KEY, FL * $1,495,000
Gulf views ® 2BR/2BA e Within the gates of the Longboat Key Club

2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #514 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL e $1,395,000
2BR+DEN/2BA e 2,031 SF ¢ Walk-down to Bay e Covered parking space

3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #532 « LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $849,000
2BR/2BA e Golf course, and Sarasota Bay views

LIDO SHORES e 1130 CENTER PLACE ¢ SARASOTA, FL e $1,999,000 . ;
13,000 SQ. FT. +/- Lot e In the iconic Sarasota school of architecture enclave ~ 2BR/2BA o 1,392 SF e Direct Gulf front e Updated ¢ Covered parking space

BRUCE MYER

1055 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #8-502 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,475,000

o5
© g
Q S
s

SCAN FOR MORE

3520 FAIR OAKS LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL  $1,995,000
3BR+DEN/3BA e 2,902 SF e Separate casita for guests

REAL ESTATE GROUP %R&&"

Bruce@BruceMyer.com - 941.376.5311 « www.BruceMyer.com

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250 « LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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