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Work on the new car park is progressing very well and we are
looking forward to having the finished product up and

running.
In the meantime, we are pleased to announce that Kiss and

Go will resume after half-term at 8.30am.

Thank you for your patience and cooperation over the past
few weeks when essential works were being carried out and

the exisiting car park was inaccessible. 

Car Park Update
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Rowandale Community Playgroup

The Playgroup children have had a great January, enjoying outside play, using magnifying
glasses to explore and building with wooden blocks. They also enjoyed the mud kitchen and

playing on the balancing beams.
The children made snowman craft as part of this months topic ‘Winter’ and made melting

snowmen biscuits, which they loved.
The children also took part in dancing and movement to music activities.
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Rowandale Community Playgroup 
Rowandale Community Playgroup is always a hive of activity - the children follow a full

and comprehensive programme of lessons, activities and outings.
Caoimhe, Alex and Jayne are also looking forward to the busy months ahead, meeting new
children and continuing to provide an excellent pre-school experience for the children of

Moira and the surrounding areas. Each year, Playgroup receives exemplary reports in
their inspection. 

Contact us on 028 9261 3946 for information about pre-school and pre-pre-school places.
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Rowandale Integrated Nursery 
Our Nursery scientists

have been busy
exploring the wonders

of ice this month!
Using their senses and
some handy tools, the
children investigated
how ice feels, how it
changes, and what

happens when it begins
to melt. 

They practised their
fine motor skills by
using brushes and

tools to "rescue" toys
frozen inside the
blocks. It was a
fantastic way to

develop curiosity and
early scientific

thinking right in our
classroom!

The Nursery children at had a wonderful morning
completing their Daily Mile. Not only are they getting

their steps in, but they also got to see the exciting progress
of the construction work taking place! The children loved

waving to the builders and seeing the big machinery in
action. We even took a moment to investigate the

beautiful winter berries in our planters. Learning and
exercise all in one!
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Parentline NI
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Year 1 Maths in Motion!
In Year 1, we believe that math isn't just about numbers on a page—it's something you

can hold in your hand! This week, our classroom was buzzing as the children used
blocks, counters, and toys to physically visualize addition. By taking two distinct

groups of objects and bringing them together, the children could see exactly how two
parts become a whole. It was a fantastic way to bridge the gap between counting and

calculating, and the "lightbulb moments" were happening all around the room!
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Year 1 World of Owls Visit

Year 1 recently had a visit from Mike from World Of Owls. They enjoyed hearing all the
interesting facts that Mike was able to tell us about owls. Then we got a chance to actually

hold them. What a thoroughly thrilling experience!
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Smartphones and our Children

https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk

https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/
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Year 2 Learning Through Play
Hammering home the learning
in play! By using golf tees and
old packaging, the children in

Year 2 are building muscle
memory and grip strength

essential for early writing. It's a
high- engagement way to

develop focus, patience and
coordination.
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Year 2 Large Scale Art

Year 2 have been experimenting with large scale art. Using extra large pieces
of paper, they have enjoyed the freedom of letting their imagination and

pencils run wild. Without the restrictions of having to work within confines
of space, the children made flowing, expressive pieces of art that we know

will be treasured by the grown-ups at home.
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Year 2 Large Scale Art
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Dinosaur Fun in Year 3!

Year 3 are deep into their Dinosaur topic and have been learning all about
fossils! During an art lesson, they made their very own dinosaur fossils out

of pasta, creating their own dinosaur ideas and bringing them to life. 
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Year 3 Buddy Initiative

As part of our new school
wellbeing initiative, two
classes at Rowandale are

buddying up once a month.
Y3E have met up with their
new buddies in Y7M. Our

classes got the chance to get to
know each other and play
some games in January.
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Year 4 Titanic Journey

Both Y4 classes embarked on an unforgettable journey back in time with a visit to Titanic
Belfast. We enjoyed exploring the slipways, standing exactly where the Titanic was built and

launched. We could see clear outlines of the ship and lifeboats and we were amazed at the sheer
size of the vessel. The fun continued as we stepped aboard the SS Nomadic, the Titanic’s original
tender ship. The children loved exploring the different decks, getting a real feel for what life was
like for passengers before they reached the big ship. The highlight for many was our guided tour
through the galleries. Expert guides led us through the sights and sounds of Belfast’s shipways.

The interactive displays brought the story to life from the initial designs and the “Gantry” ride to
the ship’s final tragic moments and its discovery on the ocean floor.
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Year 4 Titanic Journey
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Year 4R Times Tables

 Year 4 have been diving into times tables during Numeracy, using the Number Link resource to
strengthen their understanding while keeping learning fun and interactive! It’s been great to see

their confidence grow as they make connections and build fluency with numbers.
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Year 5M Have Snow Fun
Year 5M had great fun
when we had snow at
the beginning of the

month. There’s nothing
quite like building a

snowman and throwing
snowballs to make a

great start to the day!
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Year 5M Watercolour Art

As part of their water topic, Year
5M designed their own sunset
waves art, using watercolous.



Rowandale Integrated
Primary School Newsletter January 2026

Year 5F Number Stacks

Year 5F have been
exploring mixed numbers
using our Number Stacks
resources. The children
reported that they found

the video helpful and
enjoyed using the practical

resources to help them! 

5F have had great fun
exploring our BBC

Microbits. They created
an algorithm to show a

beating heart
animation. The

children love exploring
the code and seeing it

come to life!
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Year 6 Pop Art

Year 6 have been investigating Pop Art and the artist Andy
Warhol. Children studied a variety of his famous pieces of

artwork and the created their own version using some
short/sharp comic style words.
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Year 6 Maths and Logic

Year 6 pupils tackled a
challenging "Finding All

the Possibilities"
investigation. The focus

of the lesson was on
moving away from

random guessing and
instead developing

logical, mathematical
systems. The children

recorded their findings in
organised tables and lists
and worked methodically

to ensure they found
every single possibility.
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Year 7 Bee Safe Event

Year 7 enjoyed attending the Bee Safe event organised by Lisburn and Castlereagh
City Council. We attended sessions on Internet Safety, Fire Safety, Home Safety, 

First Aid and Bus Safety.
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Football Success for Rowandale

Rowandale played in the latest round of the U11 Cup at Bluebell Stadium. They
faced a very tough opponent in St Colman’s, Lisburn. A tight encounter ensued,

defined more by strong defensive grit than flashy scoring plays. The game
eventually finished 0-0, which meant a penalty shootout decider. Ryan, Bobby
and Peter calmly stood up, taking three superb penalties to win the match 3-1.

Special mention goes to James for saving a penalty and for an outstanding
second half performance in goals. 

A real gritty, battling performance from every player on the team. 
Rowandale now progress to the QF of the U11 Schools’ Cup.  
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Extra Curricular Activities & Achievements

 Isabella (4McC) getting her Primary
and Rosa (1S) getting her Preliminary

ballet exam certificates

Isla (Y6M) is thrilled to have been
selected to represent NI in the Dance

World Cup with four qualifying
routines. She is so excited for her first
time on the world stage this summer.

Joseph-Patrick in Year 2H who recently
received his white belt in Unity Jeet

Kune Do. 

Pippa represented Rowandale in the Swim
Ulster Primary School Cup and

Championships held in Bangor and
qualified for the Irish Minor Schools

Championships which will be held in the
National Acquatic Centre,Dublin in March. 
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Extra Curricular Activities & Achievements

Charlotte Neill (Y3E) was delighted to
receive a bronze medal in her first ever
trampoline competition in Saintfield.
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Bingo Night
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Parents Council - Meet the Team

-Dance World Cup - Sponsorship Opportunities
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If you would like to
volunteer for Kiss & Go,
Reading Partnership or
any aspect of school life,
please send a WhatsApp

to Fiona on 
07725 355 899

Can You Volunteer?

Facilities for Hire

Our state-of-the-art facilities are available to hire. If you are a group
looking for a place to hold your meeting, sports practice, event or

other gathering, call us on 028 9261 3946 or email
lrichards962@c2ken.net


