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Pre-empting colon cancer
starts with you.

The Summit Pacific Gastroenterology
Clinic is staffed with experienced
gastroenterologists who are
experts in diagnosing and treating
a wide range of conditions —

from acid reflux to colon cancer
detection.

Located in EIma, WA, our
state-of-the-art clinic has the \
diagnostic tools that can Y
perform the personalized )
treatment you need.
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Gastroenterology Clinic today!
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Published Quarterly: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter

This issue of Coastal Currents is mailed free of
charge to over 37,075 Grays Harbor homes and
has a total distribution of 39,000 copies.

Grays Harbor Coastal Currents is a quarterly
publication featuring original stories from
Grays Harbor County and a resource guide of
local art, music, theater, food and festivals.

Photo by Rick Moyer

Aaron Crawford performs at the Grays Harbor County Fairgrounds, one of the Harbor’s many live music venues.
(See story page 18.)
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STORY & PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE MORTON

atching a glimpse of the behind-
scenes machinations of the
Bishop Center for Performing
Arts’ production of “Oklahoma!”is like
seeing how the rabbit comes out the of
the magician’s top hat.

The secrets that create stage magic are
revealed. You're seeing the lights and
props and costumes that will somehow
come together and transport us — the
audience — to the Oklahoma Territory
in 1906. You're seeing ordinary people
from the Grays Harbor community
transform into ranchers and farmers and
other territory folk.

Andrew Gaines, head of the theater
department at Grays Harbor College,
is the director of the show. Saebre
Winn-Lark, who possesses an uncanny

ABERDEEN

ability to be everywhere at once, is the
assistant director and stage manager.
Between Gaines and Winn-Lark, this is
not their first rodeo.

However, it is the first time that
“Oklahomal!” will be presented at the
Bishop Center.

Gaines said the previous music director
infamously and vehemently opposed
doing “Oklahoma!” It may be, said Winn-
Lark, because the man was made to
present it eight times at his previous gig.

But, now there are many good reasons
to perform “Oklahoma!” said Gaines,
including a personal artistic goal to
learn the classics and to perhaps knock
out criticism of his more esoteric choices
with a big, splashy, well-known and well-
loved show requiring a large cast.

“Let’s do the most famous musical in
musical theater history!” said Gaines.

During an “Oklahoma!” rehearsal, director Andrew Gaines directs the cast.

The 1943 Broadway production of
“Oklahoma!” was a surprising smash
hit. The first musical written by the
legendary Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein, it was based on a book
entitled “Green Grow the Lilacs,” said
Winn-Lark.

Some of the more famous songs include
“Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin}"“The
Surrey With the Fringe on Top,”and
“People Will Say We're in Love”

(continued on page 6)




(Continued)

4
“Oklahomal” was groundbreaking and
changed the face of American musical
theater with music and song advancing
the plot of the story in what is termed
an integrated musical, said Winn-Lark.
“'Showboat’did it first, but ‘Oklahoma!’
was the commercial success.”

Winn-Lark continuously updates the
meticulously planned schedule, which
has been created to maximize the
actors’time. Gaines watches the actors
and provides notes. They confab. They
adjust. They reconvene. They move on
to the next item on the schedule.

The smallest of details are considered by
this directorial dynamic duo. Cornstalks
as tall as an elephant’s eye are crafted
out of PVC pipe and masking tape. They
talk with a member of the ensemble who
sports turquoise and purple hair. She will
wear the red prairie dress, rather than
the green one, as it’s too short, especially
with a petticoat underneath. A scale
model helps them plot out scenes.

The ensemble practices a dance number during rehearsal.

Spoons, pots and pans and beer
steins are prepped for the box
social and shivaree scenes. Props
are stacked and more stage
pieces are built. Lighting and
other effects are contemplated.
The moon, stars and clouds are
plotted out with the lighting
designer. Fog is discussed. The
timing of the gunshots is mapped
out. (Warning: there will be several
firearm discharges during the
performance!)

And there is rehearsal! Rehearsal for " ensembleadance number.
dialogue. Rehearsal for dance. Choreographer Maija Nordin teaches the l :
Rehearsal for song. '

!

The show will have six
total performances. Is
all this effort worth six
performances?

»
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“l conceive the whole
thing as a big gift," said
Gaines. “Everyone is
here building this gift.
We're all building this |¢
massive sandcastle. ... No
one builds a sandcastle
and then protests that

it'’s only going to get



Smobke lingers in the air after Aunt Eller (Kathe Rowe) fires off a round.

washed away. It's this human effort that's
ephemeral. And that's what'’s beautiful
about it. We're lovingly preparing this
presentation for your pleasure”

“It is a gift of love, absolutely,’
concluded Gaines.

For choreographer Maija Nordin, the
dream ballet sequence has been a
dream come true.

“I have been waiting

for this. That was

my favorite part

of the movie. |

was so confused

by the plot, but it

was such beautiful

dancing that it didn't

really matter,” said

Nordin. In the movie, the
actors playing the lead roles
were exchanged for dancers during the
ballet scene.

“What's really cool about this production
is that we are using actors, and they are
just learning ballet. They are just going
for it,” said Nordin. She emphasized that
it is no easy task to learn ballet.“To see
them learn that much technique in such a
short period of time ... it’s been really fun
to work with everyone!”

When it comes to choreography, it’s not
just learning the steps. Nordin must be

www.Coastal-Currents.com

aware of where each person stands, how
they move in this particular scene, the
direction they may move and if they will
collide with someone else, the music,
the cues and even how the sound of the
dance steps may impact the orchestra
or the actors singing. So many moving
parts.

Dancing doesn’t come so
easily to everyone in the
cast. John Howley
plays Ali Hakim, a
traveling salesman
of sorts. Howley said
he is much more
of an actor than
a dancer with this
production only his
second performance in
a musical. To prepare, he has
been listening to the “Oklahomal!”
soundtrack exclusively.

“My strategy to the dancing is to
become really familiar with the music,”
said Howley.“So, that’s my focus.”

Perhaps a little more comfortable with
the dancing is Jake Conrad who plays
cowhand Will Parker. At 21, he is a
seasoned musical theater performer.
He can act. He can sing. He can dance.

But can he rope?
(continued on page 8)
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The Plot

Cowboy Curly McClaine (Gordon
Shaw) has come to the farmhouse of
Aunt Eller (Kathe Rowe) to ask Laurey
Williams (Aliss Barré) to the box social.
All hell breaks loose when Laurey
tells her childhood friend that no, She
won't ride with him. She’s going with
Jud Fry (Elliot Loudenback), the bad
boy farmhand.

Meanwhile, Will Parker (Jake Conrad),
another cowman, has recently
returned from Kansas City and hopes
to claim his bride, the boy crazy Ado
Annie (Natalee Beavers). Ado Annie
has blossomed since Will left and has
caught the eye of many a beau
including a traveling salesman named
Ali Hakim (John Howley). Farmer
Andrew Carnes (Mario Winkleman)
just wants his daughter Annie to be
married to someone other than Will
Parker.

Along with the two love triangles,
there is another subplot concerning
the tensions between the ranchers
and the farmers as the territory nears
statehood.

“Oklahoma!” performances:
March 1, 2 Friday, Saturday 7:30 p.m.
March 8, 9 Friday, Saturday 7:30 p.m.
March 3, 10 Sundays, 2 p.m.
Tickets are $25 for adults,

$15 for students, and

S10for children 12 and under.
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Breakfast * Lunch * Dinner
Local Seafood * Beer Wine & Spirits
Voted Best Burger in Westport
Great food for over 80 Years

Regular
$15.50

Good 3/01/24 through 5/31/24.
1 coupon per visit per customer. Coastal Currents

With

Coupon Regular

$15.50

Good 3/01/24 through 5/31/24.
1 coupon per visit per customer. Coastal Currents

With
Coupon Regular
$14.75
3 ,‘-. .,

Good 3/01/24 through 5/31/24.
1 coupon per visit per customer. Coastal Currents

201 East Dock Street
Westport « 360-268-0591

Open 7 Days a Week
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Jake Conrad, who plays cowboy Will Parker, practices
his dance moves at rehearsal.

/

(continued)

Conrad knew at age 11 that he wanted
to play Will Parker. The character stuck
with him. Will was true to himself and
his love for his girl never wavered. When
auditions for “Oklahoma!” came around,
he promised director Gaines that he
would learn how to tap dance and he
would learn how to rope. Gaines is
making Conrad live up to his promises
with three roping tricks.

“He wants me to do a flat loop, where
it is parallel to the floor. Then, there's
a vertical loop, parallel to your body.
If you get those big enough, then you
can do something called a Texas Skip,
where, if you time it right, you jump
through the loop,” said Conrad.“That’s
what he wants. We'll see if it's doable.”

Conrad said he has been learning roping
from the “University of Google”and

by watching YouTube videos. For tap
lessons, he has been attending classes
taught by fellow castmate, Aliss Barré.

The Bishop Center’s production of
“Oklahoma!” promises to be an exciting,
lively show and not just because of
Conrad'’s newly acquired skills. The long
hours, dedication and passion of the
cast and crew will have you singing like
“Oh, what a beautiful mornin’l Oh, what
a beautiful day! I've got a beautiful feelin’,
Everything’s going my waaaaaay!” €(¢
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Upcoming Harbor
Drama Productions

The Driftwood Theater
120 E. 3rd St., Aberdeen

“Hand to God” by Robert Askins
Directed by Brad W. Duffy, and Casey
Bronson, director in training
Performances are at 7:30 p.m. on
April 27 and May 3, 4,10, 11,17, 18;
and 1:30 p.m. May 19.

After his father dies, Jason finds an
outlet for his anxiety at the Christian
Puppet Ministry, in the small town of
Cypress, Texas. Jason's complicated
relationships with the town pastor,
the school bully, the girl next door,
and—most especially—his mother,
are thrown into upheaval when Jason'’s
puppet, Tyrone, takes on a shockingly
irreverent personality. This comedy
explores the fragile nature of faith,
morality and innocence.

Stage West Community Theatre
at the Ocean Shores Lions Club,
832 Ocean Shores Blvd. NW

“Don Quixote de la Center”

by David Bareford

Directed by Lorraine Hardin

7 p.m. March 1 and 2;

and 2 p.m. March 3.

The show is set in an adult care home
and wrestles with aging and dementia.

“Suite Surrender”

The show runs May 3-12.

This fast-paced farce takes place in
1940s Florida at the best hotel in town.
When two divas who hate each other
perform in a fundraiser gala, they are
somehow assigned the same suite!

Plank Island Theatre

105 E. Heron St., Aberdeen

Plank Island hosts improvisation
sessions at Tectonic Comics from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. each Sunday.

www.Coastal-Currents.com
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~SCHOOL'HOUSE——

_GALLERY

We are open for business!
Visitors can gather and relax in
the grand lobby adjacent to the
gallery, featuring fused glass,

pottery, photography, sculpture [i’s

and mixed media. Follow our
story Insta #graylandgallery.
Check out our website at
graylandgallery.com or contact
andreabrannon@gmail.com
Open Wednesday - Saturday, 11 - 5.

Hello, 'm Angela Johnson and | own

a full service floral shop with nearly 30
years experience. | have a unique style
inspired by using natural materials and
locally grown flowers and greens. The Gift
shop is based around healing and is nature
inspired, with crystals, teas, jewelry,
aromatherapy books & more. Stop in!

-

TOKELAND
A NI I I
WORKS

Tokeland Candle Works
founder Amee Weasa Russell
specializes in hand poured,
100% soy candles made with
nontoxic fragrances. Her
candles are inspired by nature
and decorated with crystals,
herbs and flowers. Come to
see and experience the variety
of products.

All three businesses are at the historic Grayland School House 1767 State Route 105, Grayland

S

ey (chana Spa

Shop a wide range of products, including Eminence

Organic Skincare, giftables, and bareMinerals makeup.

b A

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 15% OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT

501 W Wishkah St, Aberdeen, WA 98520 | 360 532 8182
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CASA MIA:
HOOUIAM ICON
BALANCES
RICH HISTORY,
FRESH FARE

STORY BY RICK ANDERSON
PHOTOS BY RICK MOYER

In operation for more than 70 years and
entering its 50th year of ownership by the
Jump family, Casa Mia restaurant could
be classified as a Hoquiam institution.

But it is also an institution that has
adjusted to changing times.

“We want to have a good balance
between tradition and current,” said co-
owner Matt Jump. “In 2023, we started
a new (menu) board that allowed us to
offer new food items and be creative
with new flavors. But our core flavors
and seasonings and our original recipes
will continue to be the same’”

A willingness to adapt enabled Casa
Mia to survive the unexpected death
of its owner in 2009 and also helped
the current owners make a successful,
if difficult, pivot from the devastating
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic
more than a decade later.

The restaurant owes its longevity,
in part, to a labor dispute at a long-
shuttered paper mill.

(Continued on page 12)

Chris Parsons tosses pizza dough as it has
been done for decades at Casa Mia.

www.CoastaI-Currents:cdr’nf g 202 COASTAL Currents MAGAZINE 11



CASA MIA

(continued)

Casa Mia (Italian for “my house”) was
founded in 1952 by Phil Bellafatto, who
grew up living above a pizzeria in an
Italian-American neighborhood in New
York City. Opening the restaurant in
Aberdeen, he eventually moved it to
its current location on 29th Street and
Simpson Avenue in Hoquiam.

“HE HAD SEVEN MOUTHS
TO FEED. HE DECIDED
TO ROLL THE DICE AND
BORROWED $10,000
FROM A RELATIVE TO
GET STARTED.”

— Theresa Jump

His homemade recipes for pizza and
pasta quickly proved popular among
customers. But by the mid-1970s,
Bellafatto was looking to sell the
restaurant.

Ember Ray Gittens enjoys a plate of Casa Mia spaghetti.

Roger Jump, a millwright at the Grays
Harbor Paper mill and Hoquiam city
council member, who later was elected
Hoquiam’s mayor, seemed an unlikely
buyer. Jump's restaurant experience was
limited to working at a Dairy Queen while
in high school. Far from independently
wealthy at the time, he and his wife
Yvonne were raising seven children.

But, with Grays Harbor Paper in the
midst of a strike, in 1975 Jump decided
to take the plunge.

“He loved his job at the mill (but)
unemployment wasn't available

Spring 2024

because they were on strike,” his
daughter, Theresa Jump, remembered.
“He had seven mouths to feed. He
decided to roll the dice and borrowed
$10,000 from a relative to get started.”

After spending another $500

to purchase Bellafatto’s recipes,
Jump threw all his energy and his
considerable skill at carpentry into
improving the building.

“He basically remodeled the business.”
Matt Jump recalled. “He wanted to
utilize the space a little better”

“He worked and slept at the restaurant

for at least a year," Theresa Jump added.
“Ownership changed immediately with
very little training”

Business proved good enough that
Jump and his subsequent business
partner, former Hoquiam Parks &
Recreation director Bob Knudson,
wound up franchising the restaurant
to several locations in the South Puget
Sound area and Eastern Washington.
Seven such restaurants remain open.

When Roger Jump died unexpectedly
in 2009, his son Matt and daughter
Theresa took over the operation of
the Hoquiam restaurant. Theresa
eventually transitioned into the real
estate business, but Matt’s fiancée

Photo by Andrea Murdaugh




Andrea Murdaugh now assists with
management.

The restaurant industry, along with
virtually all other businesses, was rocked
by the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020.

Unlike many of their counterparts, who
immediately shifted to takeout and
drive-thru services, Casa Mia's owners
shut down the restaurant entirely for

a couple of months. State regulations
on social distancing made it all but
impossible for the relatively compact
restaurant (which currently has three
booths and 11 other tables) to continue
offering in-house dining.

“There were safety issues and the state
kept changing the rules on spacing,’
Matt Jump said.

After briefly considering altering a
window to offer drive-thru service, the
Jumps experimented for several months
with a curbside operation four or five
days per week.

Matt Jump

L

Customers would call in an order and
describe their vehicle. After receiving
a pick-up time, their order would be

“OUR DOUGH IS MADE
AND ROLLED EVERYDAY.
OUR PIZZA SAUCE IS
MADE FROM SCRATCH
AND OUR CHEESE IS
GRATED EVERY DAY."”

— Matt Jump

delivered by servers, or “runners” The
arrangement was efficient enough
that some customers predicted it
could continue indefinitely. But Matt
Jump said curbside service was never a
sustainable business option.

“The phone would be ringing off the
hook. It was non-stop,” he said, noting
that customers driving similar makes of
cars further complicated the situation.
“We were still struggling to cover the
cost of operation. We were lucky in that
our family owned the building and we
didn’t have to pay rent.” Permanent
closure, however, was off the table.

Spring 2024

“We will never close,” Andrea Murdaugh
emphasized.

As state guidelines eased, Casa Mia
owners executed what might be termed
a soft re-opening to in-house dining.
Beginning with dinner-only service five
days per week, the restaurant eventually
returned to lunch and dinner hours
seven days a week. The restaurant’s
staff, which had dwindled from 25 to
seven during the pandemic, has since
increased to 23.

Jump used the temporary closure to
remodel the building’s interior. New
cabinets were built and existing
structures were resurfaced. Plants and

(Continued on page 15)
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. 3 MORE UPCOMING EVENTS
Rodgers and Hammerstein's adaption of Lynn
Riggs' play Green Grow the Lilacs into Oklahoma! March 14 GHC Jazz Concert
Set on the Western frontier in the early 1900s, May 23 GHC Drama Department
the story follows the loves and tragedies of a June2  Grays Harbor Symphony
group of cowboys and farmers. Directed by Dr. J 5 GHCH Recital
Andrew Gaines. Adults $25, Students $15, 12 & under $10 une onors Kecita

June 9 Civic Choir & Concert Band

June13 GHC Jazz Concert

1974.2024 June 22 GH Opera Workshop
ears - July 18-21 Summer Musical
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CASA MIA

(continued)

new artwork were added. Expansion
of the building has been considered,
according to Jump, but is not imminent.

One thing that has changed very little
is Casa Mia's menu. The restaurant
continues to offer a wide variety of
pizza and pasta items, with salads and a
handful of sandwiches also available.

Perhaps it's signature item, the Casa Mia
Special pizza starts with hand-tossed
dough, which is then generously arrayed
with pepperoni, mushroom, salami and
sausage nestled atop homemade tomato
sauce and smothered with mozzarella
cheese. The Classic Salad, in which
iceberg lettuce is liberally topped with
shredded mozzarella and black olives, is
also popular with customers.

Many patrons believe Casa Mia pizzas
have a distinct flavor — thanks in
part to the rich tomato sauce and

maintaining Bellafatto’s original recipe.

“I think the difference in our pizzas are
the ingredients,” Matt Jump offered.

“Our dough is made and rolled every day.

Our pizza sauce is made from scratch and
our cheese is grated every day.”

Most of the restaurant’s food, in fact,
is made from scratch — a process that
usually consumes several hours.

The menu has expanded a bit in recent
years to include more pizza options

(including flat-bread pizzas) and
sandwiches. Such items as caprese salad
(tomato and pesto with mozzarella and
balsamic glaze) and tomato basil soup
have been added.

“We wanted to get original and put new
things on the menu for people to try,”
Andrea Murdaugh explained.

“What | hope for in the future is that we
can be creative and adapt to people’s

(continued on page 16)
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CASA MIA

(continued)

changing eating habits,” Matt Jump
added.

But while open to change, the Casa Mia
owners also celebrate the restaurant’s
tradition.

“We will never change our recipes,”’
Andrea Murdaugh said.“Things do
change, but we try our darndest to keep
things exactly the same. People come

in and know that their parents and
grandparents ate here. It's like home!

an
“It comes down to great food, great IT COMES DOWN
service and a fun atmosphere,” Matt Jump TO GREAT F@@D,,
added.“And | think it's good value, too.” GREAT SERYICE AND
The Casa Mia staff also has traditionally A FUN ATMOSPHERE.
been a mixture of youth and 7
experience. Long involved as a sponsor AND [ THINK IT*S

of youth activities, the restaurant has @@@D VA"_-.UE,, T@@:M

often hired teens and young adults to
fill positions.

— Matt Jump

*Mention this Coastal Currents ad to receive the special offer! Expires 5/31/24
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“One reason for our success — and |
learned this from my dad — is that we
give back to the community,” Matt Jump
said.“(People) look at us as a restaurant,
but | look at it as mentorship to kids.”

Nevertheless, some Casa Mia employees
have exhibited a longevity that’s rare in
the restaurant business.

Doug Cleverly retired last year after

47 years at the restaurant — more

than 30 years in a managerial capacity.
Shelbie Dickson, currently Aberdeen
High School’s culinary arts teacher, also
assumed managerial duties for many
years and still works one night per week
at Casa Mia.

Jump recognizes that Casa Mia'’s loyalty
to its clientele is a two-way street.

“The (biggest key to our success) is
definitely the customers,” he concluded.
“As much as we do our best to support
the community, the community
supports us back.” €

Twin Harbor Drug

B;,’ 733 N Montesano St, Westport, WA

% “Serving the South Beach for
more than 50 years.”

Prescriptions,

Ed Vitamins & First Aid

ﬂ. Vaccinations
m Photo Kiosk

Nautical Gifts,
g Seasonal Items,
Sweatshirts &

Groceries

FIRT HARBOR

REAL ESTATE

e
Professional sérwce you can trust, experlence that gets results

10%(OFE =

Get 10% off your total purchase of $50 or more
on enchanting gift items. Must present this
coupon upon checkout.

VALID UNTIL JUNE 30, 2024

1915 Simpson Avenue, Aberdeen, Washington 98520
Real Estate: 360-532-2610 | Property Management: 360-532-2635

@ www.twinharbordrug.com (360) 268-0505 )
www.FirstHarborRealEstate.com | FirstHarhorRealEstate@gmail.com

A4 twinharbordrug@outlook.com lIE (360) 268-1302
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GRAYS HARBOR

Spirited

LIVE

MUSIC

SCEILE. .

blossom

across
the
Harbor

¥Here we are now,
entertain us*

- Nirvana, from
"Smells Like Teen Spirit”

STORY BY ANGELO BRUSCAS
PHOTOS BY RICK MOYER

stormy Monday without a single

lunch customer provides the

best downtime for Jessica
Knutson to take stock of the percolating
Grays Harbor live music and entertainment
scene. That's when the stage isn’t rocking
at her eclectic Messy Jessy’s Bar and Grill in
downtown Aberdeen.

Tuesday is open-mic night and
performers could be stopping in from
Seattle to Quinault, Hoquiam to Shelton,
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or maybe even from another country,
another continent. There’s a Thursday
night “Anti-Valentines Paint Party,"and
on Friday night, it’s karaoke.

The weekend is packed with a Saturday
joint event featuring five bands splitting
time between the nearby Loading Dock
(an all-ages first show) and Messy Jessy's
later at its upstairs stage and bar that
gets cooking about 6 p.m.

“It has grown significantly,” Jessica said
about the number of performers wanting
to book a date in the Aberdeen music
venues. “We have so much talent here!”

Randy Beerbower has been actively
chronicling the history of the local
music scene for decades and provides
the most comprehensive social media
site with listings for all the live music
events and venues in the area - The
Grays Harbor Music Facebook page. He
credits Justin Kautzman, of the Black
Shepherd band, and Larry Cowles, of

Spring 2024

The Loading Dock, for helping fuel the
new energy.

“A little over a year ago they moved into
the ground floor of the Becker building.
The venue serves as a practice space

for their bands, but they also have
music events there on select Fridays
and Saturdays,’ Beerbower said of the
Loading Dock.“These shows are geared
for all ages and it has been an amazing
place for local talent to play in front of

a live audience. They depend solely on

Jessica Knutson is owner of Messy Jessy’s in Aberdeen.

Photo by Angelo Bruscas



volunteers to stay open, including many
local musicians.”

Kautzman also brought live music

to Ashley’s Pub Haus on J Street in
Hoquiam, a popular spot for local bands
to play in the post-pandemic era.

“We were looking for places to play,
not wanting to do five-hour shows all
the time. We started reaching out to
friends, and that has morphed into an
opportunity to add venues,’ Kautzman
explained.“It really has just been
working with people | know, and then
people they know, and building the
community out of that. Now we have
spaces where we can put those talents
that people have to good use!”

#*We have s0 much
talent here."
- Jessica Knutson

The energy that Kurt Cobain and Nirvana
once channeled from “the muddy banks
of the Wishkah” has returned to ignite
the spirited live music scene blossoming
from East County to the beaches.

www.Coastal-Currents.com

“Part of it is Nirvana, but a big part is just
the music in general,” Jessica Knutson
believes. She and husband Dustin bought
the upstairs business on South I Street
in August 2022, replacing what had
been a struggling sports bar and grill.

“l went in with the idea to find out

what wasn’t working,” she said.“And |
started thinking outside of the box - a
venue that could do all sorts of stuff,
from comedy, paint-and-sips, live music,
whatever | could get on stage.”

It also didn't hurt that her brother is
connected to the independent record
company, and that Aberdeen has deep
roots in Northwest music lore.

“It's bringing in tourism and money into
the town," Jessica said. The second show

*I feel like

folks are more
appreciative and
hungry for shows.*
- Colin Gage

The Loading Dock in Aberdeen is a live music venue on the ground floor of the Becker Building, 114 South I St.

The first performance was on Earth Day
April 22,2023, with a lineup that included
several bands from the Seattle-Tacoma
area recording with Redact Records.

“l was able to actually bring more
talent from farther away to help
business down in Aberdeen,” she said.

Spring 2024

at Messy Jessy’s showcased all local
singer-songwriters.

“Since then, every single show we
have put on, we always bring in one
performer from out of town, and then
one or two local artists.”

(continued on page 20)
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Live Music

(continued)
Wil Russoul quite literally has been
instrumental in the rebirth of the Harbor
live music scene, taking his inspirational
songwriting, voice and guitar to the
streets, coffee shops, even city halls.
Most recently, he started the movement
to make Aberdeen part of the National
Alliance for World Music Day.

“Covid had an effect on live
performances, which our area felt due
to closed venues,” Russoul said. “But it
also gave time for many musicians to
create other avenues — writing new
material, setting up livestreams, and
sending recordings to other musicians
to add tracks. | know for me, Covid
expanded my contacts and ideas, such
as creating World Music Day.”

Venues before and after the pandemic
are starting to balance out, Russoul said.

“While some are not yet doing live
music, others have stepped out. |

see more cross booking and sharing
between venues. A great example are
The Loading Dock and Messy Jessy’s
in Aberdeen.”

Other locations to host live performers
in Aberdeen include Mount Olympus
Brewing on Heron Street, Nirvana
Coffee Co. on South | Street, the Elks
Club on Boone Street, and occasionally
at the Tinderbox Roaster on East Wishkah.

“While most performers here love a
good turnout, especially with plenty
of familiar faces, we also enjoy new

Arts Festival-

places, even non-traditional places,’
Russoul said. “It lets us connect with
new people”

Here are some other venues that host
live music in Grays Harbor. (For events
and performances, check Grays Harbor
Music or the Grays Harbor Events
Facebook pages.)

*(The pandemic)
gave time for
many musicians
to create other
avenues - writing
new material ..."

- Wil Russoul

« Ocean Shores: Both the Porthole
Pub (special events and karaoke

every Saturday) and Galway Bay Irish
Restaurant & Pub have live music
throughout the year on Point Brown
Avenue. Oyhut Bay Grill also features
live music inside in the Loft area on
Saturdays and outside in the plaza
throughout the summer. Ocean

Pours Taproom and the Ocean Shores
Convention Center often have live
music in the spring and summer. Also,
a new group known as Blues at the
Harbor will present Stevie and the
Blue Flames on Saturday May 18 at the
Ocean Shores Lions Club for the first
of what is being planned as a local live
music series.

« East County: ShulJack’s Bar & Grill on
West Main Street in ElIma hosts band
night on Saturdays as well as Monday
night line dancing and karaoke events.
Gepetto’s Italian Restaurant & Sports
Bar, on Pioneer Avenue in Montesano,
features live music from full bands to
singer-songwriters with an open mic on
Wednesdays. The Grays Harbor County
Fairgrounds in EIma also hosts concerts
and performances.

» Westport: Pine Tree Bar and Girill

on Ocean Avenue often has live
music on weekends, and the Knotty
Pine on East Dock Street has had live
music in the past. Farther south, the
Raymond Theatre often has live music
performances.

« Hoquiam: Ashley’s Pub Haus on J
Street was opened by Shane and Ashley
Eck in 2019, featuring live music on the
weekends and karaoke nights. The 8th
Street Ale House features live music
and special events such as the Celtic
Music Festival and ABC3 Festival in
conjunction with Galway Bay. And, the
7th Street Theatre also hosts live music
performances, most recently the Olson
Brothers Band.

In the summer, there’s the Seabrook
Summer concert series that starts in
June, live music at the Grays Harbor
County Fair, area farmers markets, and
street dances in Aberdeen.




Oyhut Bay also is completing a new
events facility. And, in January, Sunset
Plaza in Ocean Shores showcased
Tiffany Maki and the Dukes of Swing

at the former Ace Hardware building
with a new stage constructed inside for
future live performances.

One of the popular North Beach-based
bands, Deerswerver, will be playing
across the Harbor this spring and
summer. Band leader Brian Bachman
has nothing but appreciation for the
expanding live performing opportunities.

“Rooms that rarely hosted live bands in
the past, now do so regularly. And the
list of places in the Harbor that | haven't
had a chance to play at yet seems to
keep growing,”Bachman said.

“My favorite venues would be any
festival date in Ocean Shores, or Oyhut
Bay Grill. We'll be at Messy Jessy’s on
April 20th for their anniversary. They
have a nice-sized room, sound system
and lots of space for dancing.”

“The Porthole Pub (in Ocean Shores) is
another favorite,” Bachman said.“The
crowd is great and the owners haven't
kicked Kevin (guitar player) out for

dancing on the tables yet, so there’s that.

The Grays Harbor community at large

wows the crowd at

ds perform™

A Redact Recor

-
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MessyJessysin A

and all the venues have my undying
thanks for supporting live music.”

Deerswerver joins classic rocker Johnny
the Capo and the Bad Boys to kick off
Rock and Blues Flea Market Festival
May 25 at the Ocean Shores Convention
Center, and both bands are popular
across the North Beach.

*The crowd is great
and the owners
haven't kicked
Kevin (guitar
player) out for
dancing on the
tables yet, so
there’s that."

- Brian Bachman

Veteran guitarist Jon Nygaard of the SR
109 Band (as well as Ms. Maki & Co., and
previously of the Blues Remedy band)
has seen some changes in the music
scene, with more opportunities for
open-mic performances. He was asked

perdeen-

et

-~

£

- .-
- TErt0ennnetenn ey |

to list the favorite venues he's played in
the past year:

Ashley’s in Hoquiam: “Good staging
area for the bands to set up. Currently
they have a great sound guy who takes
care of the sound. Fun crowd that
wants to party unless the weather is
bad. For most gigs at other places, the
crowd stays through set two and then
thins out, but at Ashley’s sometimes it's
just the opposite, it just keeps getting
better,” Nygaard said.

Oyhut Bay Bistro Patio: “Good crowd,
great food. On a nice summer day, it
can be fantastic weather outside in the
afternoon.”

Ocean Shores Convention Center: “Last
year | played some fun gigs there with
SR 109 and also Ms. Maki & Co. The Clam
Festival, Hog Wild, and there was an
end-of-summer event there with a great
stage and professional sound company.
It's looking like we (SR 109) are going
to be back there for those events again
this year,” Nygaard said.

(continued on page 23)
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Bark 3/8"t0 7/8"in size

&is void of any fines. |4

$30

per yard

2” to 6” Oversize

Drain Rock |

syy

per yard

%” Minus

Crushed Gravel [~
Crushed rock for driveways & |-

base material under most

concrete construction. |:

$38

per yard

Red Lava Rock

1/2"t0 1" red volcanic pumice stone used
for decorative contrast in the landscape.
*Aberdeen Store Only.

s6

per yard

Drain Rock 12" |&

Large round rock used for drainage

work & also for decorative rock. [

$36

per yard

360.533.7372
1.866.706.3444

Ground Cover Bark | J485%

ABERDEEN - 100 Hagara Road
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm
Saturday 8am - 2pm

ELMA . 91 Schouweiler Road
RAYMOND . 2835 Ocean Avenue

Limited to stock on hand. Prices subject to change.

Mushroom Compost
Composed of wheat straw, peat moss,
gypsum, chicken manure, canola meal,
and mushroom stumps.

$60

per yard

Top Soil
Screened 3 way blend. This rich mixture
is highly recommended and perfect for
growing vegetables, flowers, and lawn
applications.

$HO

per yard

1%” Minus
Crushed Gravel

| Crushed rock for driveways & base

material under most concrete construction

il 38

| peryard

Washed Concrete Sand

Basic garden & construction sand
derived from river sand.

$36

per yard

Pea Gravel %"
Round rock used for drainage or
pathway surface.

$36

per yard

www.BayviewRediMix.com

Mention you saw the ad in
Coastal Currents Magazine!

We Deliver or we will load ym/?ﬁiaézyz buck




Live Music

(continued)

Singer/songwriter Colin Gage has built
a steady audience since he started
performing post-pandemic.

“l didn't have much experience in the
music scene before the shutdowns,”
Gage said. “But it seems that many
people saw just how meaningful live
performances are to them during that
time, so now | feel like folks are more
appreciative and hungry for shows.”

His original songs and voice were
highlighted by several others

Breakfaste-LuncheDinner

MARCH &
BUY 1HALF '}

%AL%LE{VALUIE o F F

Good Monday * Wednesday
Thursday Only h
Valid 3/1 - 3/31/24. Coastal Currents Coupon. gl
Not valid with any other discounts.

interviewed for this article.

“We have a thriving and talented
musical community throughout the
county,” Gage said. “It can be hard to
see what's going on at a glance, but

a lot of us are supporting things like
World Music Day 98520 (Make Music
Aberdeen) and The Loading Dock to
get more folks involved and get more
eyes on it. Look around, connect up
with groups and artists on social media.
There is so much that we have going on
right here and it is only getting better.

Photo Courtesy of Deersweryer

At Messy Jessy’s, Jessica Knutson is
likely to take the stage on any karaoke
night and she enjoys being a part of a
music-making community.

“Bringing in all that music is so important
and so needed,’ she said.”l want to work
together to make a big scene, because
Aberdeen needs it and Aberdeen can
doit. It really is feasible. We have a great
amount of people who are wanting

that music and that art, and wanting
something to do. | grew up with music
in my family ... that’s all we know.” €(

Additional
Seating!

BreakfasteLuncheDinner

APRIL
BUY 1HALF

%AL%L;{VALUIE O F F

Good Monday * Wednesday
Thursday Only
Valid 4/1 - 4/30/24. Coastal Currents Coupon.
Not valid with any other discounts.
E = == == = = = = ==

g BreakfasteLuncheDinner

MAY
* BUY 1HALF

' GELIOFF

Good Monday * Wednesday
1 Thursday Only
1 Valid 5/1 - 5/31/24. Coastal Currents Coupon.
Not valid with any other discounts.

406 S. Boone St. Aberdeen (360)532-2980

www.Coastal-Currents.com
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Grays Harbor offers divers

elebrating the great outdoors
is the common denominator
for many festivals scheduled
this spring in Grays Harbor. Yet, the
gatherings are still remarkably diverse.

Here are a few of them. (As events grow
nearer, check websites and Facebook
pages for any changes.)

March 15-17 - The 16th Annual
Ocean Shores Razor Clam Festival &
Seafood Extravaganza is scheduled at
the Ocean Shores Convention Center.

This three-day free festival not only
celebrates everything about razor
clams, but also Dungeness crab, oysters
and more. Festivalgoers should bring a
sense of curiosity as well as an appetite!

Anyone can enter the clam gun
decorating contest for free. Either a clam
tube or clam shovel can be decorated.
(It doesn’t have to be functional, but all
decorations must be attached.)

Home cooks can enter the clam chowder
contest, which is judged by local experts,
but anyone can judge various restaurants’
clam chowder recipes by purchasing a
tasting passport and voting for the best.

Event highlights include Dungeness
crab dinners, featuring either a half or
whole cooked crab, with herbed
potatoes and coleslaw. The dinners are
offered each evening, but tickets must
be purchased in advance. On Sunday,
a special Crab Benedict breakfast is
featured from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The $25

24 COASTAL Currents MAGAZINE

GRAYS HARBOR

—

meal must also be
purchased in advance.

For more information, visit the
Facebook page: Ocean Shores Razor
Clam and Seafood Festival.

April 6 -14 - The 2024 Mermaid
Festival is at the International Mermaid
Museum at the Westport Winery.

During the nine-day festival, it is free to
attend the museum from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and the festival from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Educational exhibits about the ocean
will be interspersed with mermaids and
other mythical creatures throughout
the museum and gardens.

Una the Mermaid will perform
underwater in her tank daily at 11 a.m.,,
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Olive the Alchemist
will preside on the mermaid throne

in the museum from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
daily. And, Vertical Axis will perform
music and dance while suspended from
a 20-foot tower each day at 12:30 p.m.,
1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Rachel the Sailing Siren and Fawn
Destiny will dance at 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and
3 p.m. each day. The Captain’s Daughter,
a Celtic music duo, will perform daily
from 1 to 3 p.m.

The festival atmosphere includes food
booths, face painting, balloon animals
and arts and crafts tents, including
opportunities to do fish printing (gyotaku),
and sand dollar decorating. Each day,
children can take part in a pirate’s

Spring 2024

e spring festivals

treasure hunt in the museum with
prizes for those who complete the puzzle
and find the treasure.

Festivalgoers are invited to wear
their finest fishy costumes. For more
information and a detailed schedule,
go to wwwMermaidMuseum.org.

April 20 - The World Class Crab Races,
Crab Feed & Crab Derby

The Crab Derby features hundreds

of Dungeness crab released into the
Westport Boat Basin for crabbers to
coax into their pots. Catching a valuable
Dungeness crab is exciting in itself, but
some of these crabs, donated by local
crab fishermen, will be worth some
extra cash. In addition, drawings for
various prizes will occur throughout the
day at the derby booth.

A derby ticket and a valid Washington
State fishing license are needed to
participate. The derby ticket comes
with crab bait. Crab pots can be rented
or purchased in Westport. The derby is
from 8 a.m.to 7 p.m.

For those not interested in participating
in the derby, there’s still plenty to watch
and do including cheering on a favorite
crustacean at the crab races and filling up
at the iconic crab feed from 11 a.m.to 5 p.m.

www.Coastal-Currents.com
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May 3 - 5 - Grays Harbor Shorebird
Festival is at the Grays Harbor National
Wildlife Refuge near Bowerman Basin
in Hoquiam.

Hundreds of thousands of shorebirds

- dowitchers, plovers, turnstones,
sandpipers, dunlin, red knots and others
— stop to rest and feed each spring on
the Washington Coast and in the Grays
Harbor estuary during migration.

The 29th Annual Grays Harbor Shorebird
Festival celebrates this largest concentration
of shorebirds on the West Coast. In addition
to viewing and photographing the birds at
Hoquiam’s Bowerman Basin, educational
talks are part of the festival.

Rebecca Heisman, author of “Flight
Paths: How a Passionate and Quirky
Group of Pioneering Scientists Solve
the Mystery of Bird Migration,” will
speak at 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 3, at the
Hoquiam High School Little Theater. A
dessert reception begins at 6:45 p.m.
Tickets may be purchased in advance
or at the door. Heisman will tell some
surprising stories from the history of
bird migration research and discuss why
T

understanding migration is so crucial
for bird conservation.

Then on Saturday, May 4, zoologist and
author Dennis Paulson will talk about the
diversity and abundance of shorebirds
in Grays Harbor in a photo-illustrated
lecture. The evening at the Elks Lodge in
Hoquiam begins at 5:30 p.m. with a social
hour, followed by dinner and fundraiser.
Paulson is slated to speak at 7:30 p.m.

For more information, visit
www.shorebirdfestival.com. €(
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AN AWARD WINNING, NORTHWEST AMERICAN RESTAURANT

WE SERVETHE BOUNTY OF
THE NORTHWEST COAST.
MANY OF OUR INGREDIENTS
ARE SOURCED FROM FARMERS,
FORAGERS, FISHERMEN &
RANCHERS IN THE AREA.

AWARD-
WINNING
WINE LIST

CHEF/OWNER ANDY BICKAR
HAS BEEN FEATURED ON PBSTV,
SUNSET MAGAZINE & IN MANY
TRAVEL BOOKS & ARTICLES.

MAKE RESERVATIONS AT WWW.REDIVIVARESTAURANT.COM

360-637-8181 « 118 E. WISHKAH ST « IN THE HEART OF HISTORIC DOWNTOWN ABERDEEN
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More than just a really greart furniture store

FLOOR COVERINGS WINDOW TREATMENTS LIGHTING
INTERIOR DESIGN & SO MUCH MORE...

McHugh's
FURNITURE

522 Simpson Avenue, Hoguiam WA 98550
(360) 532-2434 | mchughsfurniture.com



MONTESANO

SNAP, CLICK, FLASH

Montesano’s Westmoreland
loves to shoot the stars

Photo by Katie McGregor

——

STORY BY KATIE MCGREGOR
PHOTOS BY DARRELL WESTMORELAND

e’s ridden in limos with Joan Jett,
H enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner

with Kenny G, gone bowling
with Tiffany, eaten ribs with Sting, and
has been on a first-name basis with the

likes of Van Halen, Paul McCartney and
many others.

With more than 50 years of photography
experience, Montesano resident Darrell
Westmoreland’s engaging personality
and stunning photographs have gained
him notoriety with both Harborites and
the stars of rock and roll.

Born in Aberdeen and reared in
Montesano, Westmoreland first picked up
a Yashica twin lens camera in 1969. Like
many young photographers, he started
out shooting for his high school yearbook
and a local newspaper, The Vidette.

“I started as a journalist more than
anything else," Westmoreland explained.
“After | graduated from high school, |
continued to shoot projects for them.
The Daily World would give me a few
assignments too.”

eft: Van Halen during a
radio interview in Seattle, 1979.

www.Coastal-Currents.com



In 1971 Westmoreland was introduced
to the music industry when Bill O’Neill
hired him to document the Satsop River
Fair rock festival. O'Neill was one of the
producers of the historic event.

For just $18 per ticket, more than 60,000
festival-goers spent the first weekend of
September 1971 at the Reality Farm on
East Satsop Road to see performances
by the likes of Wishbone Ash, Spencer
Davis, the Youngbloods and Steve Miller. It
was the first “legal” outdoor rock festival
in Washington, and Westmoreland was
there to document it all.

In 1973 Westmoreland left Grays
Harbor and lived in Tacoma where
he completed a photography degree
in just nine months and worked at a

(continued on page 30)

Top: Westmoreland with Eddie Van Halen, 1992
and Cyndi Lauper, 1983. Right: Tom Petty performed
at the Paramount Theater in Seattle, 1979.

www.Coastal-Currents.com

Westmoreland
photographed Tina
Turnerin 1997 at

the Gorge Amphitheater
in George, Wash.




Westmoreland

(continued)

camera store in Lakewood. He recalls
this setup being beneficial for acquiring
more camera equipment, and he ended
up staying in that area for 10 years
before returning to the Harbor.

“The whole music thing was
a dream. | was part of the
entourage no matter what.”
— Darrell Westmoreland

For a while as he attended school,
Westmoreland was also shooting for
the Associated Press (AP), and the
United Press International (UPI).
Through these news services,
he worked with multiple United
States presidents and

first ladies, as well as members
of Congress.

Cherand Westmoreland, 1994.

But it wasn't until he connected
with Stan Foreman, the general
manager and program director
for KGHO Radio in Aberdeen
and later an executive at Capitol
Records, that he was provided
an opportunity to consistently
photograph musicians.

Westmorelang and Boy George, 2017

Westmoreland photographed Destiny’s Child in 2000 during a radio interview for a concert at the Gorge Ampitheater,
George, Wash. From left, Kelly Rowland, Beyoncé Knowles and Michelle Williams.

“Within a year and a half, | was
shooting for 50 to 60 groups in the
Northwest market,” Westmoreland
said. He spent the next four decades
dealing with record companies and
building up clients in the Portland
and Seattle radio markets.

By 1976 he had acquired so many
clients in the music industry that
he stopped shooting for the AP
and UPI.

Westmoreland spent so much
time shooting shows at the
Tacoma Dome in the 80s that
he was asked to be the house
photographer for the venue
and spent the next 36 years
packing 25 pounds of camera gear up
and down the stands as he shot concerts.

“The whole music thing was

a dream. | was part of the

entourage no matter what,”
Westmoreland said. The
experience would often entail
limo rides to bring artists to radio
stations where Westmoreland
would take meet-and-greet photos.

Westmoreland has a collection of
photos that is impressive because of
his good eye and skill at capturing
moments that draw the viewer

in, but it’s all the more fascinating
because of the content itself.

Many music photographers are given a
press-pass via the venue or a manager,
which means they get access to the pit
between the stage and the audience for
exactly three songs during the concert.
After that, no photos are allowed, with
the exception of photographers touring
with the musicians.

Westmoreland not only has a plethora
of concert photos in his collection, but
he is also perhaps best known for the
photos he’s taken behind the scenes

of the moments that nobody else gets
to witness. His work makes the subject
look good, and it brings a humanizing
perspective to big names in rock and roll.

Stan Foreman, who died in 2021, was
also known as the leader of the popular

www.Coastal-Currents.com



Grays Harbor band, The Beachcombers,
which played throughout the Northwest.
He is quoted in “SNAP, CLICK, FLASH: All
Access Pass,” the book of photos that
Westmoreland released in 2018.“Many
artists just don't like doing photos after

a show but Darrell had a way of putting
them at ease’”

“I'have an archived
collection that probably
rivals anything anybody’s
ever seen. I've shot so much
stuff that’s unique ...”

— Darrell Westmoreland

This ease is evident in Westmoreland’s
portfolio of black-and-white photos
depicting the likes of Kurt Cobain

and Krist Novoselic clowning around
backstage in a dressing room in 1991
and Billy Joel celebrating his 43rd
birthday backstage in Portland in 1983.

Some of this impressively extensive and
star-studded portfolio can be viewed

(continued on page 33)

Pearl Jam’s Eddie Vedder stands atop speakers at
the Seattle Center Coliseum, 1991.

Top: Westmoreland
photographed Kurt Cobain
and Krist Novaselic of
Nirvana, 1991, in Seattle.
“It looks like he is
smoking a joint but it's
fake, it’s a cigarette
Kurt pre-rolled,”
Westmoreland said.
Left: Bryan May
of Queen with
Westmoreland, 1993.
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| — - Y L Daily 10am-9pm
— — Fri.-Sat. 10am-10pm
Closed Tuesday

Here s ]ust a few of the many great dishes you’ll ﬁnd

FRIED NOODLES Choice of Shrimp, Pork, PHO VIETNAMESE NOODLE SOUP
Chicken, or Beef fresh bean sprouts, green onions Choose chicken, steak, shrimp, with fresh vegetables

CHICKEN TERIYAKI Quality Chicken in sweet teriyaki HOUSE SPECIAL FRIED RICE SPICY NOODLE BOWL
sauce with steamed rice and fresh veggie salad With Shrimp, Chicken, or Pork With beef pork and fresh vegetables

FRIED NOODLES WITH VEGETABLES PORK CHOPS AND FRIED EGGS VEGETARIAN NOODLE SOUP
Choice of Beef. Chicken, or Seafood With Fresh Vegetables, and Rice

DINE~=IN OR TAKE=OUT = CALL 360-637-9715 = Phone Orders Welcome

100 E. HERON ST. ABERDEEN

(O LIRS LT VAL TA RN Also serving liquor, wine & beer at your
table or at the bar (must be 21 to occupy the bar)



westm ore I an d industry connections he’s worked with

throughout the years as friends.
(continued)

in “SNAP, CLICK, FLASH After years of “I have an archived collection that
being told that he should make a book, probably rivals anything anybody’s
Westmoreland learned how to put one ever seen. I've shot so much stuff that’s
together and even designed the cover. unique in terms of it all being backstage
He intentionally designed the book to and dealing with artists behind the

be 12 x 12 inches as an homage to the scenes. | don't even remember

size and shape of a record album and what | have’
compiled more than 150 black-and-
white photos, and the stories to go
with them, from throughout

his career.

Though Westmoreland can often be
seen at public events in Grays Harbor
and spent many years taking photos for
dances at the local high schools, he still
works as the house photographer for
all concerts and meet-and-greets at the
Washington State Fair in Puyallup and
works with smaller clients on the side.

“I'm kind of winding down,” said
Westmoreland, 73.“My biggest client
right now is the Washington State Fair.

I handle all of the music artists and deal
with the directors, so I'm in a different
type of position.”

Westmoreland’s work can be viewed
and purchased locally at Nirvana Coffee
Co. and in the windows of the D & R
Theater Event Center in Aberdeen.

Nowadays Westmoreland licenses His book can be purchased for $50

photos out to artists and said that he at Nirvana Coffee or on his website

has barely scratched the surface of his darrellwestmoreland.com. He is also

own collection. His passion for music active on Facebook under his own - S -

and photography is evident and he name and “DMW Images” € Clockwise from above left: Westmoreland with Dolly

Parton, 1987. Gwen Stefani, 2002 in Tacoma.
Spencer Davis and Wolfman Jack, 1987.

Degign

KITCHENS ® VANITIES & MORE

still refers to many of the artists and

“We help you design the
kitchen of your dreams.”

 Design

« Custom cabinetry

* Quartz & Granite counter tops

“Keith @ K & J Designs helped me from A to Z with my kitchen remodel. | wouldn't hesitate to use
thim and his expertise again. More Importantly, | recommend him to all my friends.” - Toni
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OCEAN SHORES

Prolific local author Sheila Roberts
uses Ocean Shores as inspiration

BY CYNTHIA STEARNS

-

ffervescent Sheila Roberts is Wi
E a prolific writer who is always

on the prowl for ideas and
characters wherever she is, including

in Ocean Shores where she and her
husband, Gerhardt, have a home.

Sheila has written more than 50
books, several which have become
movies, including “Christmas on
Candy Cane Lane,” which debuted
this past holiday season on the
Great American Family Channel.
That story is part of her series
based on Leavenworth. Roberts
also has a whole series of books
that are inspired by Ocean Shores
and many of the peoplein it.

-

“I really love Ocean Shores and
thought it would be fun to set
something there,” Roberts said.

With the distinctive feel of Ocean
Shores, the Moonlight Harbor series
was born. She took the Ocean Shores
Resort as a model for the small motel
which became the Driftwood Inn in the
series. And “the candy lady” is based off
of Melanie Rice, the former owner of
Buddy & Howie’s Old Fashioned Sweet
Shoppe. Sheila checks in with her now
at her new place, Flying Cats. Sharky,
the beloved statue mascot in Ocean
Shores, is easy to spot in the books, and
more beachy flare makes the series feel
close to home.

The Roberts first started visiting the
ocean beaches with their kids in the 80s
and 90s. Then the couple, who also has
a residence in Kitsap County, bought

a condo in Ocean Shores in 2008,

later upgrading to a home on Ocean
Shores’ Lake Minard. Split with their
other residence in Kitsap County and
traveling to promote her latest book or

34 COASTAL Currents MAGAZINE
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Sheila Roberts

to a movie set with her book adapted to
film, Sheila is a positive, literary force of
nature.

“I really love Ocean Shores
and thought it would be fun
to set something there,”

— Sheila Roberts

This Pacific Northwest native began
writing as a child, making books in her
Seattle grade school.

Her working career is varied, including
owning a singing telegram company.
After playing in a band, with a stint in
Nashville as a songwriter, she got an
idea for a book. So, in the middle of her
career life, she reinvented herself, got an
agent, wrote the book and she’s “been
airborne ever since.”

Spring 2024

Her first novels are Regency
Romance titles. She’s also written
Christian devotionals and
personal development books.

Her writing process starts with an
idea or after a certain character
comes to mind. “Getting into

the original idea in escape land.
Some things just drop into your
head, or they do into mine,’
Roberts said, laughing.

First, she “gets a fire going” then
“you have to start polishing

the book ... you have to dig for
the gold” while completing the
novel, she said.

“It's both easy and hard. It's harder
than it looks” to write these novels
she said.”l do a lot of writing at
the beach. The more fun (I have),
the more | have to schedule in my

Photo courtesy of Sheila Roberts writing. | could p|ay all day."

Trying to be part of the community,
Sheila and her husband fully immerse
themselves in life In Grays Harbor. They
take in line dancing, beach walks and
tennis in Ocean Shores. They love trying
different restaurants and are exploring
more in Grays Harbor. The car show

in EIma is a favorite. Westport Winery
including the Mermaid Museum, is
another spot they enjoy.

It was a funny conversation with her
husband (who may have been showing
a lack of enthusiasm for decorating or
shopping at Christmas and discussed
going on strike) that planted a seed for
a novel. That idea germinated into the
book, “On Strike for Christmas,” which
jumped from the pages to be adapted
to a film on Lifetime.

“Be careful what you tell a writer, you
may end up in my book,” she warned

playfully.

www.Coastal-Currents.com
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Sheila Roberts chatting with Ivy Donaldson (Andrea
Barber) on the set of “Christmas on Candy Cane Lane.”

In expanding her horizons a bit, Roberts
has begun online conversations. She

can be found live on her Sheila Roberts
Facebook page or YouTube channel
many Sundays at 4 p.m. She provides a
brief comment including Friday updates.
The livestream may include another
author or just a chat with her readers.

“I love to talk,” Sheila said, “and it’s a
way to keep up with everybody.”

Her upcoming book “The Best Life Book
Club”releases May 7, 2024. It can be
pre-ordered online at sheilaroberts@
sheilasplace.com. Members of book
clubs are encouraged to find out about
the book on her website. Opportunities
exist for a phone, Zoom, or online
connection for discussion. Even an
in-person discussion may be arranged
with the author.

In the meantime, Roberts said, she is
keeping her “fingers crossed,” that
something from her Moonlight Harbor
series will become her next film adaptation.

“Shout out to the beach! It's definitely
my happy place,” she said.

Her advice for budding writers with any
talent?“Don't give up! I've crashed and
burned a couple of times,” Sheila said,
adding, “l kinda got my happy ending.” €(

www.Coastal-Currents.com

Sheila Roberts of Ocean
Shores is a USA Today
and Publisher’s Weekly

best-selling author who has
written some 50 books including
women’s fiction novels, inspirational
books, romance novels and even
non-fiction books. A sample of her
work includes:

Upcoming and Latest Releases
“The Best Life Book Club”

(coming May 7, 2024)

“The Twelve Months of Christmas”
October 2023

Books into Movies

“On Strike for Christmas”

2010, Drama/Comedy (Lifetime)
“The Nine Lives of Christmas”
2014, Romance/Drama (Hallmark)
“The Nine Kittens of Christmas”
2021, Romance (Hallmark)
“Christmas on Candy Cane Lane”
2022, (Great American Family)

Moonlight Harbor series

(set on the Washington Coast and
inspired by Ocean Shores)
“Welcome to Moonlight Harbor”
“Winter at the Beach”

“The Summer Retreat”
“Beachside Beginnings”
“Sunset on Moonlight Beach”
“Sand Dollar Lane”

“Mermaid Beach”

In all, she has more than 30 novels
in the Heart Lake, Life in Icicle
Falls, (inspired by Leavenworth)
and the Moonlight Harbor series.
In addition, under the name Sheila
Rabe, she has penned many
contemporary and historical
romance novels.

ROBERTS
_ sur#rener
~ retreat -
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&7 Serving Aberdeen over 60 Year_s

- Since the 1930's.

power generators placed within
selected dams on the Columbia
River have created enough
electricity to power industry
in the hig cities and helped to
electrify the rural communities
of the Pacific Northwest. This
paved the way for the Federal

- Columbia River Power System

v to become a leader in clean,
renewable energy for the next
nine decades. In that time,
much about the power industry
has changed, but the flow of

{ hydroelectric energy from the

*  Columbia and Snake Rivers rolls

: on. When you turn on the lights,

GOt PSR e, " heater or home electronics,

hydroelectric energy is a large

BEEF? 5 SR ! =5 part of the power you turn to.
- To learn more about the history

ava | | a b | e by the and value of the energy flowing

through the regions hydroelectric

H ALF =) dams, just search for ‘Hydropower

Flows Here’ on your computer,
=1 0) i " your PUD tablet or phone. Providing
information on the energy
WHOLE 360-532-4220 powering our community!
ﬁ BREHMEYER www.ghpud.org ESISELNUERTEY]
FARMS the Grays Harbor PUD
works for you.

Your Complete Year-Round
Garden Store

lie Fruit & Flowering Trees
.. * Seeds

* Bulbs <, :

"o Annuals & Perennials

* Vegetable Starts

* Tools

* House plants

* Wild Bird Center

319 South | Street - Aberdeen
" 360-532-5160
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High School
students’ art
sought for show

igh school students throughout
Grays Harbor have the
opportunity to participate this
spring in a juried art show just for them
at the Grays Harbor Art Gallery inside
the library of Grays Harbor College.
The public then has the opportunity to
attend the art show later this spring.

Submissions, organized through the
high school art teachers, are due by
March 22 and include the following
categories: photography, 3-dimensional,
2-dimensional black and white,
2-dimensional color, and mixed media.

The public can view the high school
students’ work at the GHC library from
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays, and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Fridays, April 8 through May 9.

Last year, students from Aberdeen,
Hoquiam, Montesano and Ocosta high
schools submitted more than 190
pieces of art.

Haley Adair, a Grays Harbor College
library professional, and Susan
Schreiner, an associate dean at the
college, manage the show. For more
information, call (360)538-4052. €(

www.Coastal-Currents.com

INTRODUCING

TEAKS
PASTA
PITA PIZZA

SANDWICHES
WINE - BEER - FULL BAR

See our Captain’s List of Wine

STEAK BITES APPETIZER FREE!
JUST MENTION THIS AD. $12 VALUE

Open Wednesday

s

5 o

"LIVE MUSIC!
6pm-8pm
Sundays

2858 S FORREST ST, WESTPORT « 360-505-2189

Facebook: The Sand Dollar * Across from Twin Harbors State Park
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GRAYS HARBOR

Coast Trio inspires, educates
through beautiful music

A
§ you t
reaII ‘beautiful that has to be

ered, has to be nurtured” Z

- " The mu'smlans thafcomprise the 5 __
_: Coast Trio, which also mM X
<o husband, John O’Brien, and Debra

; Akeﬂund ha\Le made it thelr mission

-
oy
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Photo by Juliana Wallace

School outreach programs carry a
special significance for the trio. For the
past three years they have performed in
schools throughout Grays Harbor and
Pacific counties. Thanks to a grant from
the Grays Harbor Foundation, these
concerts cost the schools nothing. This
spring, the outreach program has the
working title “From Bach to Rock.”

Photo courtesy of Debra Akerlund

“We always play some classical music,
but we try to build programs that will
interest kids,” explained Debra Akerlund,
violinist. “We play Disney tunes, too, and
rock music. Picture 300 kids stomping
on the bleachers when we start playing
Queen’s ‘We Will Rock You.”

i 1
The Coast Trio plays at the Satsop School in spring of
2023 as part of a school outreach program.

program at Stevens Elementary and
suggested they join.

Growing up, both Debra and cellist John
O’Brien played in the strings programs
in Aberdeen schools. Leslie also
discovered strings while in

elementary school in the

“I picked up a full-sized cello as a
10-year-old and carried it on the school
bus,” remembered John.”| stuck
with it, and I'm so grateful.

Z . I think i ift fi

San Francisco Bay area. I refertoitas tGmd ,Ict vl\:as agint ror:
All three emphasize oo Keep my‘szinl Y

. an avenue of beauty.  wheniwasakid.
the importance of .
sponsoring music MLISIC a“OWS y0u to be John continued
programs in schools . . c studying music,
and introducing lmmersed In Somethmg first at Western
children to music [‘ea]ly beautiful .’ Washington
at an early age. . University and then

- Leslie O'Brien

in San Francisco, where

he met and married
Leslie. After moving back

to Aberdeen, the two joined the
Grays Harbor Symphony in 1984. Forty
years later, they continue to play in the
symphony, Leslie as concertmaster and
John as principal cellist.

For instance, John

moved to Aberdeen from

Manhattan at the age of 10 and
experienced quite a culture shock. A
city boy, he had never learned how to
play football and baseball, and other
kids picked on him mercilessly for his
accent. A neighbor girl mentioned that

Gordon Edlund was running a strings For Debra, elementary school music

Coast Trio performing with the Grays Harbor Symphony in November 2023.

www.Coastal-Currents.com

in Aberdeen led to a lifelong musical
career, from studying at the renowned
Eastman School of Music in Rochester,
New York, to playing in professional
symphonies and chamber orchestras
all over the United States and in British
Columbia.

Whether youth music programs lead to
successful music careers or simply a rich
and fulfilling appreciation for music, the
Coast Trio members maintain that early
experiences playing and listening to
music prove critical.

Music teaches youth everything

from responsibility to teamwork and
discipline as well as giving kids a
creative outlet, something to take pride
in, Leslie said. Further, many studies
and anecdotal evidence also suggest a
significant connection between music
education and success in advanced
science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) studies.

Consequently, the trend to remove
music programs from schools has
Coast Trio members, and many others,
worried. Currently, Aberdeen School
District offers the only elementary
strings program in the area.

“We would love to see a revival of
school music programs so that they
can be a feeder to the rest of the
community,” John said.

The Coast Trio’s school outreach
program aims to inspire that revival, but
parents and other community members
play a critical role, as well.

(continued on page 40)

Photo by Keith Krueger
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THRIFTWAY

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1906

We offer Lotto, Westerfi Union, Money rders, Fax, UPS; Bill Pay, Coin

Machme, Copler, Photo Serwces & U HauI Truck Rental.

=

Spend $75 o_f more” & receive

510 OFF g

*Not including alcohol, tobacco or lottery.

Pick-rite Thriftway, Montesano Coupon. Expires 5/31/24.
One per customer. No cash value. Not transferable. Not valid
with any other offer. Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon.
(AR A RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERRRIR)!

La;gé variety of local & global products

Pick-Rite Thriftway . 211 Pioneer Ave E . Montesano
360.249.3420 . www.pickritethriftway.com . 7am-11pm 7 Days a Week
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Photo by Keith Krueger

C O ﬁ S t Tri O (continued)

“There has to be huge support from the
parents,”emphasized Debra. “Growing
up, we played music all over the place,
and it's because the parents really
pushed for it. They realized the value of
music, and they wanted it in the schools”

Private lessons offer another avenue
for musical development for both
youth and adults. Debra and John
currently teach students of all ages,
and they maintain that all ages and all
communities benefit from the beauty
that music brings.

“You're never too young or too old to
play a string instrument. It's something
you can do your whole life," said Debra.
“In fact, | have students from age 6
through 74

www.Coastal-Currents.com




y
Coast Trio members: Debra Akerlund (violin), Leslie 0'Brien (viola/violin), John 0’Brien (cello).

To learn more about Coast Trio
performance opportunities, including
"You'l’e never too the school outreach program and
availability for private events, contact 200 W Market Street

young or too old to play DebLa gk;rlund at (362()/ 581-7720 or Aberdecn WA 68520
. . Spar a@msn.com. / - :
a string instrument ... Parey bse"Z(;Ztis-:ltzztst
I have students from Leslie, John, and Debra hope to inspire others to help AR SIacEnaTcenter com

keep classical music alive in the Harbor.
age 6 through 74. 7]
- Debra Akerlund

Photo by Keith Krueger

"
Adults returning to music after years ,?. E
away may feel rusty, unsure about Q
how to engage with music again. John

suggests jumping right in the deep end.

Join the Grays Harbor Symphony or

another music group, for example. Most [,
churches in the area also offer plentiful FE
opportunities for playing music. And, of '
course, private teachers provide both
motivation and coaching.

For those who want to experience
classical music as an audience member,
the Harbor offers numerous options.
The Bishop Center at Grays Harbor
College hosts concerts throughout

the year. The McCleary Museum, area
churches, and other locations do as
well. And groups like the Coast Trio are
available to play at a variety of venues
and events.

www.Coastal-Currents.com Spring 2024 COASTAL Currents MAGAZINE




Patriotic celebrations slated for April on Harbor

o honor the 250th anniversary
Tofthe American Revolution,

Patriot Week will be celebrated
April 22-28 through a variety of events
throughout Grays Harbor. The activities
coincide with the annual convention
of the Washington State Sons of the
American Revolution in Ocean Shores.

The Washington State Society Sons of
the American Revolution is a non-profit,
non-partisan organization for promoting
patriotism, preserving American history
and educating future generations, said
Gregory Lucas, president.

On Tuesday, April 23, John Hughes,
Washington State historian, will present
a lecture, “The Bill of Obligations,” at the
Ocean Shores Cinema, 641 Point Brown
Ave. N.W. Time to be announced.

Also on April 23, the public is invited to
a“patriot chest” presentation at 5 p.m.
in the Hoquiam Timberland Library’s

meeting room. The patriot chests are
educational tools packed with clothing,
toys, household items, currency and
documents from the Revolutionary War
and Colonial period. Another patriot
chest presentation will be at 12:30 p.m.
April 24 at the Ocean Shores Library.

At 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 24, Vern
Frykholm, will present “An Evening with
George Washington” at the 7th Street

Theatre in Hoquiam. Frykholm will entertain,

educate and inspire with his rendition
of the life of the father of our country.

Tickets, which are $8 for adults and $3 for
students, will be available at the door.

Then at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 25,
Frykholm will present “An Afternoon
with George Washington” at the Ocean
Shores Library.

Throughout the week, members of the
Washington State Genealogical Society,
as well as volunteers from the Sons of
the American Revolution and Daughters
of the American Revolution will provide
free genealogical service to the public
by appointment to help people find
patriot ancestors.

The workshops are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
each day April 22-25 at the Ocean
Shores Library and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23, at the Hoquiam
Timberland Library. To make an
appointment, call Carrie at (206) 276-7889.

For more information including times of
events, visit www.washingtonsar.org . €¢

2521 Westhaven Dr » Westport ¢ (360) 580-1563

www.westhavenwines.com * westhavenwines@gmail.com
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Support
your future
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appointment

BEAUTY

Spring 2024

SCHOOL

Prices good through 5/31/24

HAIR DESIGN
Haircut & Style $15

CHEMICAL SERVICES
All Over Color $40 Permanent Wave $35

BARBER SERVICES
Men Haircut (fade) $8 Facial Shave $10

SPECIAL OFFER

With any service receive a 2nd service

of EQUAL or LESSER value. Expires 5/31/24

For appointments call: 360-G3'7-81'70

today!

WAXING SERVICES
Brow Wax S8

CHEMICAL SERVICES

BARBER SERVICES

(straight razor)

NAIL SERVICE
Manicure $10

109 W Heron St. Suite B. Aberdeen 98520
3 For enrollment info: chavezbeautyschool.net

www.Coastal-Currents.com



GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - ART - MUSIC - THEATER - FOOD « FESTIVALS

MARCH

MARCH 1. First Friday Art Walk . Aberdeen
Art Center . 5-8pm. Enjoy live music on stage,
artist demonstrations, snacks, and new art on display.

MARCH 1-2 . That Irish Guy . Ocean Shores .
Galway Bay Irish Pub. 6pm.

MARCH 1-3 . Beachcombers & Glass Float
Expo . Ocean Shores Convention Center .
10am - 4pm. Celebration of beachcombing, glass
float collecting and our marine environment.

MARCH 2 . Miss Grays Harbor Scholarship
Program . 7th Street Theatre . Hoquiam .
Saturday, 6pm.

MARCH 1, 2, 3 .“Don Quixote de la Center”
. Stage West Community Theatre . Ocean
Shores . Friday, Saturday 7pm, Sunday 2pm
Wrestles with aging and dementia in an adult care
home. Directed by Lorraine Hardin.

MARCH1, 2,3,8,9,10.0klahoma! . Bishop
Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor College. Fri-
days, Saturdays 7:30pm, Sundays 2pm. By Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s. Directed by Dr. Andrew Gaines.

MARCH 3 . Talla Rouge Viola Duo . Raymond
Theatre . Performing music at the intersection

of Jazz, Folk, Pop, Middle-Eastern, and Western
(lassical traditions, 2pm.

MARCH 6 . First Wednesday Arts Night .
Montesano . Lemon Hill Bookstore and (afe.
Featuring local painters in March.

MARCH 9. All-You-Can-Eat Crab Feed . Ocosta
Recreation Hall . Benefits Ocosta Booster Club

www.Coastal-Currents.com

Scholarship Program.
12pm - 6pm.

MARCH 9, 10 . ‘Guess
Who's Coming to
Dinner’. 7th Street
Theatre . Hoquiam .
Saturday 7:30pm, Sunday
2pm. Movie from 1967.

MARCH 10. Sons of
Serendip . Raymond
Theatre . Beautiful
music with harp, piano,
cello and voice, 2pm.

MARCH 14 . GHCJazz
Concert . Bishop
Center . Aberdeen.

118 E. Heron Street,
360.532.0300 * harborblooms.com

Aberdeen

Grays Harbor College .
Thurs., 7pm.

MARCH 15, 16 . ‘Galaxy Quest’. 7th Street
Theatre . Hoquiam . friday, Saturday 7:30pm.
Movie from 1999.

MARCH 15-17 . Razor Clam Festival and
Seafood Extravaganza . Ocean Shores
Convention Center . Celebrates everything
about razor clams. (Story on page 24.)

MARCH 16 . Shamrock 5k Fun Run & Finisher’s
Festival . Seabrook . Stay for live music, green
beer, yard games, and delicious food.

MARCH 16 . Harvey’s Pop-Up All Star Comedy .

Aberdeen . Driftwood Theatre. 8pm.
MARCH 22 .. Dogger . Aberdeen . Buster’s Boone

St. Bar & Grill.

MARCH 22-24 . Grays Harbor Mounted Posse
Indoor Pro Rodeo . Elma . GH County Fairgrounds.

MARCH 26 . Lunch with the Mayors, GGH .
Aberdeen . Rotary Log Pavilion, 11:30am.

MARCH 29 . Grit City Band . Ocean Shores.
Quinault Beach Resort & Casino. Country, 8pm.

MARCH 30 . The Beat Goes On, Cher Tribute
Concert . Ocean Shores . Quinault Beach Resort,
Featuring Lisa McClowry as Cher, 8pm.

MARCH 30. Spring Spectacular Artisans
Market. Pacific Beach. Local artists & goods
14 Main Street. 10am-4pm.

(continued on page 44)
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Montesano Farm & Home
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Excludes Fuel
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Hiring Qualified RN’s, LPN’s & CNA’s

B G SE e .

* 24 hour Skilled Nursing Services
* Offering both Inpatient & Outpatient

* Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
* Cable, Phone & Internet access provided

S| 3035 Cherry St., Hoquiam, WA 98550
E%ME (360)532-7882 | pacificcarecenter.com
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APRIL

APRIL5 . First Friday Art Walk . Aberdeen
Art Center . 5 - 8pm. Enjoy live music on the Alder
Grove Gallery stage, artist demonstrations, snacks,
and new art in both galleries.

APRIL 6 . Here Comes the Sun . Bishop
Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor (ollege. A
celebration of the Beatles. Saturday, 7:30pm.

APRIL 6 . Harbor Havoc - April Anarchy .
Ocean Shores . Convention Center. 6pm. Rogue
Whrestling Attractions.

APRIL 6, 7 .‘Meet Me in St. Louis’. 7th Street
Theatre . Hoquiam . Saturday 7:30pm, Sunday
2pm. Movie from 1944 with Judy Garland.

APRIL 6-7 . Hairy Horse Show . Elma . Grays
Harbor County Fairgrounds.

APRIL 6-14 . International Mermaid Museum’s
Mermaid Festival . Westport Winery. Free festival
& museum admission. Una the Mermaid performs
underwater in her tank daily. Entertainment,
music, food, crafts. (See story on page 24.)

APRIL 7 . Here Comes the Sun . Raymond
Theater . Sunday Afternoon Live Series. A
celebration of the Beatles. Sunday, 2pm.

APRIL 8 - MAY 9 .. High School Art Show
. Aberdeen . Grays Harbor (ollege, Spellman
Library. (See information on page 37.)

APRIL 12, 13 . That Irish Guy . Ocean Shores .
Galway Bay Irish Pub. 6pm.

APRIL 12 . Mel Dalton . Aberdeen . Mount
Olympus Brewing. Mel is a country/Americana
musician playing in the Inland Northwest. 6pm.

APRIL 20 . World Class Crab Races, Crab Feed
& Derby . Westport . A unique family fun experi-
ence at the marina. (See story on page 24.)

APRIL 20 . Coast Clean-up . Join Washington
CoastSavers by participating in the Washington
Coast Cleanup in honor of Earth Day.

APRIL 20 . Earth Day Fair & Activities . Ocean
Shores . Coastal Interpretive Center.

APRIL 23 . “The Bill of Obligations” . Ocean
Shores Cinema . John Hughes, Washington State
historian, will present a lecture. Time TBA.

APRIL 24 . “An Evening with George
Washington”. Hoquiam . 7th Street Theatre.
Vern Frykholm, entertains, educates and inspires
with his rendition of the father of our country. 7pm.

www.Coastal-Currents.com



GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - ART - MUSIC - THEATER - FOOD - FESTIVALS

APRIL 25 . “An Afternoon with George Driftwood Players. Saturday 7:30pm. After the band from Portland, Ore. 3-7pm.
Washington” . Ocean Shores Library . death of his father, meek Jason finds the Christian APRIL 27-28 . GH Gem & Geology Rock &
3:30pm. Description above. Puppet Ministry. Comedy/Drama. Directed by Brad

Gem Show . Elma . GH County Fairgrounds.

APRIL 27-28 . TICA Cat Show . Elma . Grays
Harbor County Fairgrounds.

APRIL 26-27 . High Rollin’ Hot Rods Car Show . V- Duff, Director in Training Casey Bronson.
Ocean Shores . Quinault Beach Resort & Casino. APRIL 27 . Katie Jane Band . Ocean Shores

. ’ . Galway Bay Irish Pub. A high-energy Celtic fiddle
APRIL 27 .’Hand to God’. Aberdeen . ybay 9 9y (continued on page 46)

Voted 2023 Winner: Best Breakfast Voted 2023 Winner: Best Chowder

Finalist for: Best Steak/Prime Rib Dinner  Best Chowder Finalist for: Best Fish & Chipse Best Seafood Restaurant  Best Seafood Market
Prime Rib Friday Nights! Orders to go! Restaurant & Fresh Fish Market Delicious clam chowder,
Regional & local rotating Microbrews. hand breaded fish & chips and a variety of fresh seafood salads.

Full list of signature cocktails.

BAR&GRILL

2 W | Order Your

Holiday Trays -
Beer, wine

carly, gt i

served your way on a fresh toasted Torta Bun. cocktails.ﬂ

Featuring Brick Burgers! 1/2 Ib patty

Open 7 days a week for breakfast, Order on ChowNow —
lunch & dinner. or Doordash! Open Daily at 10:00am  Outdoor Dining

322 E. Heron St., Aberdeen ¢ 360-533-7144 306 South F St., Aberdeen  360-532-5693

et N
CRAB INC.

-
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GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - ART - MUSIC - THEATER - FOOD - FESTIVALS

APRIL 28 . Spencer Day . Raymond Theatre .
#1 Billboard jazz/pop singer and songwriter creating
witty and sophisticated music, 2pm.

MAY

MAY TBA . Tokeland & North Cove Art Studio
Tour . 10am-4pm. Artists selling their art and
demonstrating the artistic process. Two weekends.

MAY 3 . First Friday Art Walk . Aberdeen Art
Center . 5-8pm. Enjoy live music on stage, artist
demonstrations, snacks, and new art on display.

MAY 3 . The Peculiar Pretzelmen . Aberdeen
The Loading Dock, 8pm. Los Angeles’ voodoo priests
of swampy blues stomp and dirty jazz freakout.

MAY 3-5 . Grays Harbor Shorebird Festival .
Hoquiam . Celebrate the shorebird migration with
bird viewing and educational talks. (Story on page 24.)

MAY 3-5 . Olympia Dog Fanciers Dog Show .
Elma . Grays Harbor County Fairgrounds.

MAY 3-12 . “Suite Surrender” . Stage West
Community Theatre . Ocean Shores . Friday,

Saturday 7pm, Sunday 2pm.

MAY 3, 4,10,11,17,18,19.’Hand to God'.
Aberdeen . Driftwood Players. Saturday 7:30pm.
Comedy/Drama. Directed by Brad W. Duffy.

MAY 4. Annual Oyster Feed . Ocosta
Recreation Hall . All you can eat, 3-7pm.

MAY 4, 5,10, 11, 12.. Little Mermaid .
Aberdeen High School . Musical performance.
Friday, Saturday 7pm, Sunday Noon.

SERVICE DIRECTORY - WHO YA" GONNA CALL?

HARBOR INSULATION LLC

- new insulation - assessment &
- repair damage improvement
- crawlspace

inspections

Licensed,
bonded, insured.
#HARBOIL7950N

Save on your energy bill & protect your home
investment! Linked with PUD rebate program!

Call Josh at 360-346-0584
www.harborinsulationllc.com

Veteran owned

ey

Where Your Journey Begins

360-532-2860 . 800-541-0186
info@journeytravel.com . www.journeytravel.com

BEAUTY SCHOOL

For enrollment info:
chavezbeautyschool.net

109 W Heron St. Suite B . Aberdeen . 360-637-8170
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DOUG'S
SMALL ENGINE
REPAIR, INC.

Same owner since 1984

Outhoard Complete
Motor Small
Repair Engine
All Makes Repair

2023 SIMPSON AVE . HOQUIAM
360.532.6304

NEW GLASS LLC

« New Windows & Restore
- Screens - Shower Doors
« Mirrors - Free Estimates

(L

Customer testimonials available

116 W. State St - Aberdeen
www.newglassllc.com
360-593-0577 - firstglass59@gmail.com

Licensed - Bonded « Insured WA Contractor #NEWGLGL782D3

TERMINIX

The Nationwide Pest Control Experts

When you need Terminix to nix your problem,
it'’s not just a promise, it’s a guarantee

CALL TODAY!
il & ©eozes.010e ¥ %

Matt Gentile - Service Manager G#Q
Serving Grays Harbor * terminix5491@gmail.com

RODENTS ¢ SPIDERS * FLEAS * ROACHES

\ A
i'\.-f i'd'l I

PUBLIC JUSTERS
Negotiating property insurance claims.
Leave the stress behind!

www.WestCoastPublicAdjustersLLC.com
Call me today! 360-581-5364

Susan Ancich

susan@westcoastpublicadjustersllc.com
WAQOIC # 1138428 Montesano

Penny McLaughlin
. 206-618-5123 .
Penny@TalktoPenny.com

Fohn L. Scott

REAL ESTATE
OCEAN SHORES

Spring 2024

Family owned since 1916

ECONOMY
CLEANERS

 Repair & maintenance
« Clothing alterations
« Odor removal

719) St. Hoquiam - 360.533.3743

www.Coastal-Currents.com




MAY 9-12. Celebrate Summer Jam . Ocean
Shores Convention Center . Music & more!

MAY 10, 11. That Irish Guy . Ocean Shores .
Galway Bay Irish Pub, 6pm.

MAY 11-12. Hairy Horse Show . Elma . Grays
Harbor County Fairgrounds.

MAY 18. Savor Seabrook Seafood & Wine
Festival . Seabrook . 7.2pm -5pm. More than 20
wineries, gourmet seafood, live music and more.

MAY 18. Stevie and the Blue Flames . Ocean
Shores Lions Club . Blues at the Harbor.

MAY 18-19 . Master Gardeners of Grays
Harbor & Pacific County Home & Garden
Show . Elma . Grays Harbor County Fairgrounds.

MAY 23 . GHC Drama Department . Bishop
Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor College, 7pm.

MAY 25-26 . Rock & Blues Flea Market Festi-
val . Ocean Shores Convention Center .
Deerswerver joins classic rocker Johnny the Capo
and the Bad Boys to kick off the event.

MAY 26 . Day of Remembrance . Westport
Remember those lost at sea, bless the fleet for a safe
and bountiful harvest. 1pm, Fishermen’s Memorial.

MAY 27 . Celebration Of Glass . Westport.
10am - 4pm. Maritime Museum, McCausland Hall.
Learn about beachcombing for treasures.

MAY 27 . VFW Memorial Ceremony . Westport
. Veteran's Memorial Park (Street of Flags), 11am.

MAY 29 . MHS Band Concert . Montesano
High School . 7:30pm.

MAY 30. AHS Band Spring Concert .
Aberdeen High School . 7pm.

MAY 31 - JUNE 1. Grays Harbor Festival of
Colors . Ocean Shores . Novice to professional,
fly a kite or enjoy the antics of colorful kites filling
the skies. Lighted Kite Flying on Friday Night.

JUNE 1. Seabrook Relay . Seabrook . The
course is a 60.2 mile run, 40.4 mile walk. See Hood
To Coast website for more info.

JUNE 1. Wearable Art Show . Ocean Shores .
Convention Center, 6:30pm. Theme: Beyond Wild!

JUNE 2. Grays Harbor Symphony . Bishop
Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor College.
Sunday, 7pm. €C

More events soon! Summer issue arrives June 1st!

www.Coastal-Currents.com

Full Service
Grocery Stores

Fresh Local Produce & Meats
Natural & Specialty Items
Organic * Gluten Free

Hot & Cold Deli N
Scratch Bakery

Beer, Wine & Liquor

108 S MONTESANO ST., WESTPORT ¢+ 360.268.7687

OPEN DAILY 6 AM - 9 PM
4410 PACIFIC WAY, SEAVIEW ¢ 360.642.3737
OPEN DAILY 6 AM - 10 PM
505 S TOWER AVE., CENTRALIA ¢+ 360.736.9328
OPEN DAILY 6 AM - 10 PM

OFF
aears 10

PLU 7951
*EXCLUDES LIQUOR, TOBACCO & LOTTO. NO CASH VALUE. NOT TRANSFERRABLE.
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
GOOD THROUGH 5/31/2024.

Spring 2024 COASTAL Curventy MAGAZINE

47



The Coastal Currents Team

Rick Anderson - Aberdeen
Rick has spent more than 50 years in
daily journalism, working at The
' Daily World in Aberdeen
as a sports writer,
editor and occasional
film critic. His book
of classic movie
reviews, “Rewind,”
was published in
2023. A graduate of the
University of Washington,
where he received degrees in
communications and history, he enjoys
outdoor activities and following sports
and movies.

Gail Greenwood Ayres - Brady
Journalism has proven to be an ideal
career for Gail, who loves an interesting
conversation, a great story and the
excuse to learn about
all sorts of things. She
has worked at The
Wenatchee World,
The Tacoma News
Tribune, and The
Daily World and
published articles in a

Index of Advertisers
Aberdeen Art Center .....ccceeecencenens 41
Bayview Redimix 22
Bishop Center, GHC ......cccccceenrecnnnee 14
Breakwater Seafood ........ccceeereennee 46
Brehmeyer Farms .......cccceeeeecnnnecennes 36
Billy’s Restaurant .........ccccceecueenncene 45
Busters Boone Street Bar & Grill ... 23
Cascade Pizza 52
The Cave 15
Chavez Beauty School ............. 42, 46
Doug's Small Engine Repair .......... 46
Economy Cleaners .........cceceeeurenecnes 46
First Harbor Real Estate .........ccceueee 17
Go Get the Pho 32
Grayland School House Gallery .... 10
Grays Harbor Farmers Market ....... 43
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myriad of magazines. Gail has enjoyed
working with a great team at Coastal
Currents, putting together a magazine
that celebrates the cultural richness in
Grays Harbor. She and her husband,
Dan, have two grown daughters.

Angelo Bruscas - Ocean Shores
Angelo moved to Ocean Shores 15
years ago, after 25 years

as an editor/reporter
and sportswriter for
the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer. He
had also worked

at The Daily World

in Aberdeen, the
Yakima Herald, the
Skagit Valley Herald, and

the Las Vegas Review-Journal, with his
last stint as the editor of the North Coast
News. In addition, his articles have
appeared in numerous publications,
including Sports lllustrated, ESPN, and
Seattle magazines. A beachcomber,
guitar player and songwriter, Angelo
has two grown children and two
grandchildren.

Grays Harbor Float & Wellness ...... 4

Grays Harbor PUD ...........cccceeeuuennee 36
Harbor Blooms 43
Harbor Insulation .............ccccueeuueene. 46
Harbor Regional Health ................ 49
Harbor Saw 9
Journey Travel 46
K & J Designs 33
Knotty Pine Bar & Grill ......cccccceeuneee 8
Marshall’s Garden & Pet .........cceeneee 36
McHugh'’s Furniture ...........c.... 26-27
Michael’s Meats 29
Montesano Farm & Home .............. 44
Nancy’s Bakery 43
Nelson Crab 45
New Glass, LLC 46
Northwest Swim Spas ......ccceunee 50-51

Spring 2024

Stephanie Morton - Ocean Shores
Stephanie Morton moved to Ocean
Shores in the spring of 2015
from northern Nevada, '
and she is still getting
used to the weather.
She is the editor of The
Ocean Observer and
previously worked as

a general assignment
reporter at The Vidette.
She received her degree in journalism
from the University of Memphis in
2007. Stephanie and her dog, Jack, love

. experiencing all that the Harbor has to

offer and enjoy beach walks, bonfires,
berry picking, Burning Bear and body
boarding. And those are just the ones
that start with B!

Rick Moyer - Aberdeen

Rick is a local radio personality with

@, Alpha Media Grays

. Harbor on KIX 95.3

and 104.7 KDUX. He
and his wife Amy
started Moyer Multi
Media in 2009. Rick
has been capturing

Oceana Spa 10
Organics 101 14
Pacific Care & Rehabilitation ......... 44
Penny McClaughlin Real Estate .... 44
Pickrite Thriftway .......cccccceeeueennee. 40
Playtime Family Fun ...................... 16
Rediviva Restaurant ........cccceceeecnnne 25
The Sand Dollar Steak & Spirits .... 37
Shop-N-Kart 47
StoneRock custom fountains ........ 17
Summit Pacific Medical Center ...... 2
Terminix 46
Tokeland Cannabis ......cccccceeneeccnneccns 3
Tokeland & North Cove Chamber ...... 15
Twin Harbor Drug .......ccccceeeeeecuncens 17
WA Coast Public Adjusters ............ 46
Westhaven Wines ......cccccecnecccnnccces 42
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images since he was a teenager. His
photo studio, Side One Studios, recently
relocated to 202 South K in downtown
Aberdeen. Rick frequently attends
community events shooting video,
running a photo booth or just enjoying
his community. He loves the Pacific
Northwest where he was born and raised.

Katie McGregor - Aberdeen
Katie, a photographer and
writer, graduated from g
Pacific Lutheran
University where
she studied media
communication
and studio art.
Now she runs a
freelance photography
business and takes photos

for businesses, publications, and

\}

individuals around Western Washington.

The rest of her time is spent outdoors,
hiking and taking photos throughout
the Pacific Northwest.

Amy Ostwald - Satsop Valley
Amy is passionate about the arts and
promoting them through the
3 pages of this magazine.
Amy is Coastal Currents’
. graphic designer and
% earned her degree
i from University of
% Cincinnati. With little
delay she moved to
Grays Harbor — the known
center of the universe.
She has served a variety of Grays Harbor
businesses for more than three decades
through her business, Ostwald Graphic
Design. She and her husband, Mark,
have two grown kids. In her free time,
Amy enjoys gardening, all sorts of
outdoor adventures and traveling
to sites near or far.

Cynthia Stearns - Ocean Shores
After receiving her journalism degree
from Kansas State University, Cynthia
worked at daily, weekly and monthly
newspapers as well as at various
advertising agencies, including
developing events with the Seattle

www.Coastal-Currents.com

Mariners and Tacoma Stars. In addition,
she has produced events for more than
20 years, with her most recent events
being The Artisan Faire in Ocean Shores
and the Washington State Chili Cookoff.
Cynthia has been writing as long as

she can remember, even helping with
the church newsletter when she was in
elementary school.

Juliana Wallace - Montesano
Through nearly a decade of living
in Montesano, Juliana has fallen in
love with the Pacific
Northwest. Whether
running the trails

at Lake Sylvia,
backpacking in

the Olympics and
the Cascades, or
discovering art in
unexpected places,
she loves to experience and share the
“aha” moments that feed the soul. A
freelance writer and graduate of Utah
State University, Juliana honed her
craft as a corporate writer, biographer
and blogger. She counts herself lucky
to discover and write the stories of
phenomenal artists and musicians
throughout Grays Harbor.

Stan Woody - Grayland
Stan is a member of a Washington
pioneer family, and born in Aberdeen.
He was raised by lifelong newspaper
parents. His mother’s first job was
with The Washingtonian of Hoquiam,
and his father started his advertising
sales career at The Daily World. His
publishing career includes publisher
of 16 newspapers, and six magazines,
o including the founding
of Grays Harbor
Coastal Currents,
he says, “I've finally
found what |
want to do in life!
Thank you, Grays
Harbor, for making it
possible” €(
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Christine Vincent, 63, a writer for
Coastal Currents magazine, died
unexpectedly Sunday, Jan. 21.

I tis with sadness that we share that

Born and reared in Gluckstadt, Germany,
Christine received her master’s degree in
English language and literature from the
University of Utrecht in the Netherlands.
It was there she met Mark Vincent, an
American. The couple married in 1987
and moved to Rainier, Ore., in 1988.Then
in 1993, they moved to Hoquiam, where
they reared and homeschooled their
eight children.

A woman of faith, Christine was a
cherished member of St. George
Byzantine Catholic Church in Olympia.

A linguist, she taught and tutored in
German and English and did translation
work in those languages as well as
Dutch. Christine worked at the Hoquiam
Timberland Library from 2010 to 2022.
She also enjoyed working as a freelance
writer, writing for Grays Harbor Talk
since 2015 and for Coastal Currents
beginning in 2019.

In the winter issue of Coastal Currents,
Christine wrote about Rediviva restaurant
and artist and poet Brian McGregor. Some
of her other stories for Coastal Currents
include features on the Harbor Haylofters,
artists Eric Faramus and Jade Black, actress
Kathy Rowe, singer Amanda Ransom, St.
Sophia’s Eastern Orthodox Mission Church
in Aberdeen, the Wynoochee River Winery
and the Lake Quinault Lodge.

“Christine was a smart, hardworking
writer, who was a dream to work with,”
said Gail Ayres, editor of Coastal Currents.
“We at the magazine miss her already
and extend our sympathies to her
friends and family” €¢
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Largest selection in the Pacific Northwest! o ‘_
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DINE-IN - DELIVERY - TAKE-OUT HOME-BAKED - BIG SCREEN TV

Delivery to
Elma, Montesano,
McCleary, Oakville,

Porter & Malone

Serving
Beer Wine 1¢ o/
& Cocktails

5 RS,

A o The Harbor's B s
T A e w
¢ . LARGEST PIZZAPIE "
L “Big like the Cascades™ "5,
%ok H#;{, Rt “‘ i S NEW! Peanut Butter Pie + Key Lime Pie

5 e
L

0 rd er ‘ Apple Pie - Cheesecake - Chocolate Cake
Online at - L£55%\
www.(ascadePizzaElma.com 4 s g
or Call 360-482-2006 By Aovici
&/ Just $9.99
il with any purchase

. OPEN SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 11AM - 9PM .
203 W' Maln Street * Elma FRIDAY - SATURDAY 11AM - 10PM _ f

Mention these special offers when you order -- no coupon clipping needed!

. Family Feed ' inflation Fight 18” 2-Topping CASCADE SPECIAL!
Bll)};‘tce‘}y 2Medum21opping 122 1opping | PIZZA  HUGETS

Homemade Spaghetti PIZZAS PIZZA 1 Order Mai-mxggg})g%eese

& Meatball Dinner Breadsticks

with Garlic Roll 99 09 2-Liter Soda PIZZA
$699 226% Sl L899 2999

or 2-Liter Soda



