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About this Sample

This is a sample from Machon Smicha’s upcoming Hilchos Shabbos program. More
specifically, it is an excerpt from the first unit of the course - Hadlakas Neiros, the laws,
concepts, and practical guidance surrounding the lighting of Shabbos candles. It is
intended to give you a sense of the clarity, structure, and depth of the program, along with
how our Translated and Explained Shulchan Aruch works.

The complete Shabbos program is comprised of ten comprehensive units, each dedicated
to a core area of Shabbos observance:
1. Hadlakas Neiros
2. Kiddush
3. The Three Seudos
4. Havdalah
5. The Tefillos of Shabbos
6. Bishul
7. Muktzeh
8. Borer
9. Refuah
10. Amirah L’nachri

This work is far more than a simple translation of the Shulchan Aruch. Each page spread is
laid out for maximum clarity and usability. The right side presents a fully reformatted
Shulchan Aruch text with an upgraded typeset and integrated primary commentaries,
preserving their traditional placement while remaining clean and readable.

The left side provides a comprehensive English section, including background and
sources, a precise and clearly marked translation, in-depth explanations of the major
commentaries and later authorities, practical contemporary applications, and detailed
notes for further study.

This structure ensures a rigorous yet accessible learning experience for both developing
and advanced students of halachah.






Hilchos Shabbos
Hadlakas Neiros

Siman 263
Who is obligated to light Shabbos candles, and if one errs
on a cloudy day
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“...Moshe began to explain the Torah to them well.” (Devarim1:5)
"BR? MR TN Bvaws”

“He explained it to them in seventy languages” (Rashi)

From the moment Moshe Rabbeinu received the Torah at Har Sinai, he ensured that it would be
accessible to every Jew, explaining it in seventy languages so that no one would be excluded from
its wisdom. And throughout the generations, this principle has remained a guiding force:
Torahmust always be within reach, with every effort made to facilitate its study for all.

It is in this spirit that the Translated and Explained Shulchan Aruch was created, an edition
that bezras Hashem will make the study of Shulchan Aruch accessible, clear and engaging for all
who seek to learn from it.

The Shulchan Aruch is a foundational sefer in the life of every Torah Jew. It serves as the definitive
guide for daily avodas Hashem and shmiras hamitzvos. And yet, for too many, it has remained a
closed book, difficult to access due to its language, style, and complex Halachic reasoning.
Until now. The Translated and Explained Shulchan Aruch is designed to open its doors, offering
a path to deeper understanding and appreciation of Halachah.

Structure and Features

This work is far from simply a translation. It provides the tools to engage with the mechanics
of each Halachah, and delve into its deep and underlying reasonings.

The structure of this edition ensures that learners can study the Shulchan Aruch in
depth, with no compromise on rigor or comprehensiveness. Whether one is new to
Halachah or an advanced learner seeking clarity, this edition provides the tools
necessary for meaningful limmud hatorah.

The layout is designed for clarity and ease of use.
The Right Side

Shulchan Aruch Text - Found on the right side of each page-spread, the Shulchan Aruch has been
fully reformatted, with an upgraded typeset and a carefully structured layout to enhance readability.
The primary nosei keilim (commentaries) have been incorporated in a way that preserves their
traditional placement while keeping the text clear and uncluttered.

The Left Side

The English Section — Found on the left side of each page spread, this section is divided into five
components, each serving a critical role in facilitating the understanding of the Halachah:



Introduction - This section provides necessary background for each Halachah, tracing its
sources from the Torah, Mishnah, Gemara, Rishonim, Tur, Beis Yosef, and beyond. It also
clarifies key concepts that form the basis of the Halachah.

Translation - A precise, word-for-word rendering of the Shulchan Aruch. To maintain
fidelity to the text while ensuring readability, exact translations are bolded, while
additional words for clarification appear in regular font. Additionally, each Halachah is divided
into sections, with briefintroductions providing context for what follows.

Discussions and Explanations — A comprehensive step-by-step presentation of the major
commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch, as well as poskim, including Magen Avraham,Taz ,
Shulchan Aruch Harav, Mishnah Berurah, and many others. This section also includes
explanations and rulings from later Halachic authorities, along with practical applications for
modern life, and relevant contemporary discussions.

Sources and Notes — A detailed footnote section providing advanced references, some additional
commentary, and further sources for deeper study.

Mekoros - A short section at the beginning of each Halachah which lists the sources, in Hebrew,
for the primary citations throughout that Halachah. Primarily for advanced learners who wish to

study the source texts independently and in depth.

A Note About Transliterations

This edition frequently uses transliterations for Hebrew terms. The first time a term appears, it
is typically accompanied by a translation or explanation to help orient the reader, and then in

subsequent appearances, the term is often left untranslated.

This approach is designed to help learners become familiar with the original language of the

Shulchan Aruch, to engage more directly with its terminology, and to develop the ability to study

the material in a more authentic and immersive way.

A glossary at the back of the sefer provides translations for all transliterated terms.

A Final Word

This sefer stands as a testament to the dedication of all who contributed to its creation. May it
serve as a resource for all who seek to deepen their knowledge of Halachah and strengthen their
connection to Hashem.

Finally, in the merit of this Torah study, may we soon witness the fulfillment of the following
prophecy with the coming of Moshiach:

“INR D2V 1T2Y7 ‘N DY D92 R1p2 1112 N9Y DY IR JanR TR 12"

"For then I shall convert all people to a pure language so that they may call in the name of
Hashem, to worship Him of one accord.”
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Who is obligated to light Shabbos candles,

and if one errs on a cloudy day
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What is the mitzvah of lighting Shabbos candles?

The Gemara' states that there is a mitzvah to light candles for Shabbos. The Rishonim debate

whether the obligation is mid oraisa® or mid’rabbanan® in nature, with most poskim* maintaining

that it is midrabbanan.

The Rishonim provide two reasons for this mitzvah:

1) Kavod Shabbos (the honor of Shabbos): The Shabbos meal should be eaten in an atmosphere of

dignity and honor; the illumination provided by the candles contributes to this.’

2) Shalom Bayis (a tranquil home): Moving around in a dark home is unpleasant and can lead to

accidents, such as tripping over furniture or bumping into walls. Therefore, Chazal instituted

the mitzvah of lighting candles in the home, to enhance the tranquility of the Shabbos

experience.®

1. Shabbos 25Db.

2. Rishonim who maintain that the obligation is midoraisa:
Bahag [Aseh 138] and Yereim [429]. This is also the view of
Elyah Rabba [671:2].

3. Rishonim who maintain that the obligation is
midrabbanan: Rambam [Shabbos 5:1], Rashba [Shu’t 4:295],
Ritva [Shabbos 34a s.v. Vein], and Meiri [Shabbos 25b].

4. Levush [263:4], Pnei Yehoshua [Shabbos 45a s.v. V'lulei],
Shulchan Aruch Harav [263:8], and Tiferes Yisrael [Uktzin ch.
3n.95].

5. See Rashi [25b s.v. Chovah] and Rambam [Shabbos
30:5]. Rambam elsewhere [5:1] writes that lighting candles
is an obligation due to both kavod Shabbos and oneg Shabbos.
The Brisker Rav [Chiddushei R’ Chaim on Shas 11] notes that
Rambam describes Shabbos candles as being both a form of
Kavod Shabbos [30:5] and of Oneg Shabbos [5:1]. He points out

Sources & Notes

that Rambam, who is always so meticulous with the language
and placement of halachos within Mishneh Torah, cites these
laws in two locations, under two separate categories, and
explains that according to Rambam, the difference between
Kavod Shabbos and Oneg Shabbos is that Kavod Shabbos refers
to preparations that are performed before Shabbos in order to
honor Shabbos (such as doing laundry or bathing), whereas
Oneg Shabbos refers to the delight one experiences on
Shabbos itself (such as eating the Shabbos meals). The Brisker
Rav elaborates that lighting Shabbos candles is relevant to
both categories. When one lights candles on Erev Shabbos
in anticipation of Shabbos, one fulfills the mitzvah of Kavod
Shabbos; when one eats the meal on Shabbos evening by the
light of the Shabbos candles, their illumination contributing
to the ambiance, he fulfills the mitzvah of Oneg Shabbos.
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one should light.

Mechaber rules regarding the number of candles

1D’ 93 Niry® 9°71 N7° One should take care to
make [i.e., use] a beautiful candle for Shabbos, Wﬂ
ni»ng ’a Nty ©°3121 and there are those who

Orach Chaim Se’if 1 Siman 263

Both reasons are accepted by the poskim and one must fulfill both aspects of the mitzvah when
lighting Shabbos candles.”

What is the reward for those who are careful to light Shabbos candles?

The Gemara® states that one who is careful to light a candle for Shabbos and Chanukah will have
sons who are Torah scholars. Rashi’ explains that this is based on the passuk,'’ “Ki ner mitzvah
v'Torah obr” (For the commandment is a lamp and the Zorah is light). Through observing the
mitzvah of lighting a lamp for Shabbos and Chanukah one merits to bring the light of 7074/ into
the world via one’s children being 7orah scholars.

Beis Yosef notes that according to Tir, the blessing of having children who are 7o7ah scholars is only
awarded to those who are careful to light a beautifil candle for Shabbos. Given that the Gemara
states elsewhere that there is an obligation to light a Shabbos candle, he explains, it seems unlikely
that this special blessing is earned simply by fulfilling the basic obligation and lighting any type
of candle. Rather, the blessing is only merited by those who are careful to go beyond the basic
obligation and enhance it by lighting a beautiful candle.

How many candles should one light?

The obligation to light candles is fulfilled with the lighting of a single candle.” However, T cites
a prevailing custom to light two candles, based on the fact that the mitzvah of Shabbos was given
in two commandments: “Zachor es yom Hashabbos l'kadsho™ (Remember the Shabbos day to make
it holy) and “Shamor es yom Hashabbos l'kadsho™"* (Observe the Shabbos day to make it holy). The
two candles symbolize these two commandments. Maharil® adds that although the two candles
commemorate the two commandments, women may light more than two candles if they wish.

What is the halachah if a woman forgot to light candles?

Maharil'® rules that if a woman forgets to light Shabbos candles one week, she is penalized by being
subsequently required to light one candle more than the number she was generally accustomed
to light until then. Therefore, if she lit two candles up until this point, she will light three candles

from now onward.

Rama rules like Mabaril.

to the commandment of Zachor and one candle

beyond these two.

purposely have two wicks [i.e., two candles], T8

corresponding to the commandment of Shamor.
Rama rules regarding whether one may add candles

Sources & Notes

6. Rashi 25b s.v. Hadlakas. 11. Shabbos 25b.

7. See Introduction to se’ifim vav and zayin for further 12. Shulchan Aruch Harav Kuntres Acharon 1.
discussion on these two obligations. 13. Shemos 19:8.

8. Shabbos 23b. 14. Devarim 5:12.

9. S.v. Banim. 15. Minhagim Hilchos Shabbos 1.

10. Mishlei 6:23. 16. Minhagim Hilchos Shabbos 1.
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3 Orach Chaim

ni3 779X 73 P22 791 99037 199951 And they may add
and light three or four candles, 3473 727 and doing so
is [the accepted] custom.

Ramarules regarding the case of awoman who forgets
on one occasion to light candles.

?°977% NAX DYD INSWY WX A woman who on one
occasion forgot to light Shabbos candles 7° 93 np%

Se’if 1

Siman 263

N33 73 should light three candles for the rest of her
days. 37X 7127 733 112177 927 YV 7°0I7% 199927 "> because
one may add to the designated number of candles[i.e.,
the two candles symbolizing Zachor and Shamor] .with
another purpose in mind nn5? X%W 72531 so long as
one does not subtract from the two candles symbolizing
Zachor and Shamor.

Discussions & Explanations

What should one do immediately
after lighting candles?

Tur cites Chazal' who state that one who is
careful to light a Shabbos candle will merit to
have sons who are Torah scholars. It is therefore
commendable that after lighting the candles, the
woman should pray that Hashem bless her with
sons who will shine and excel in Torah study.'®
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch® adds that it is a segulah
for women who have yet to be blessed with
children to read the Haftarah of the first day of
Rosh Hashanah (Shmuel I 1:2-10) after lighting the
Shabbos candles.

Which rooms require
Shabbos candles?

The Rishonim provide two reasons for the
mitzvah of lighting Shabbos candles: Kavod
Shabbos (the honor of Shabbos); and Shalom Bayis
(a tranquil home).

Both reasons are accepted by the poskim.?

One of the practical applications that emerges
from this is the requirement to light candles not

17. Shabbos 23a

18. Rabbeinu Bechaya [Shemos 19:3], Rabbeinu Yonah
[Iggeres Hateshuvah 81], Magen Avraham [263:11], and Mishnah
Berurah [263:2]. See also Ben Ish Chai [Year two Parshas Noach]
and Kitzur Shulchan Aruch [75:2] who write that it is customary
for women to give tzedakah before lighting the candles.

19. 75:2.

Sources & Notes

only where the evening meal will be eaten, but also
in all other rooms that will be used over Shabbos.
If the only reason for lighting candles was Kavod
Shabbos, one would only be obligated to light in
the room where the Friday-night meal will be
eaten. However, due to the additional reason of
Shalom Bayis, one is obligated to illuminate all the
rooms one intends to use on Shabbos.*!

Mishnah Berurah® notes that the brachah is
recited over the candle that is lit in the room where
one will eat the Friday-night meal.

Which customs are there for the
number of candles one lights?

Mechaber states that it is customary to light two
candles, corresponding to Zachor and Shamor.
Rama adds that one may light more candles if one
wishes to. Magen Avraham® notes that some have
the custom to light seven candles, corresponding
to the seven days of the week, while others have
the custom to light ten candles, corresponding
to the Ten Commandments. Likutei Maharich**
notes that many have the custom of lighting an
additional candle for each child born to them.

20. See Introduction to se’ifim vav and zayin for further
discussion on these two obligations.

21. Magen Avraham [263:1] with commentary and
explanation from Levushei Serad.

22. 263:2.

23. 263:2.

24. Hisnahagus Erev Shabbos.
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4 Orach Chaim

The poskim® add that if a woman goes away for
Shabbos, she is not obligated to light her customary
number of candles and may suffice with two.*

May any of the candles be
used to light others?

Mishnah Berurah® writes that one may light
one Shabbos candle directly from another. This
is not considered to be disgracing the mitzvah,
as the candle is being used to fulfill the mitzvah.
However, it is customary to refrain from using any
of the Shabbos candles to kindle a match (or other
similar item), even if one’s intention is to use that
match to light the remaining Shabbos candles.

When must a woman add
an additional candle?

Rama rules that if a woman forgets to light
candles on one occasion, she is penalized by
being required to subsequently add a candle to the
number she used to light each week. However, not
every situation of failing to light candles warrants
a penalty. Following are various scenarios along
with guidelines from the poskim:

1) Beyond her control: The penalty was only
instituted for cases of negligence. However, if a
woman was unable to light for reasons beyond her
control (such as illness, or being stuck on the road
during candle-lighting time), she is not obligated
to add a candle.?® Since it is often unclear whether

25. Birchas Habayis [45:17], Beis Yisrael [1:148], Yesodei
Yeshurun [vol. 3 pg. 135], Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchasah [45:3
fn. 31], Rivevos Efraim [1:184], and Radiance of Shabbos [pg.
20].

26. See Kovetz Halachos [Shabbos 1:7:10] who writes that
if the husband is lighting instead of the wife, for whatever
reason, he is only obligated to light two candles and not the
number that his wife normally lights.

27. 263:4 and Biur Halachah s.v. Shtei.

28. Magen Avraham 263:3 and Mishnah Berurah 263:7.

29. EA 3.

Se’if 1

Sources & Notes

Siman 263

a failure to light was due to negligence or the result
of being in a situation beyond one’s control, each
case should be presented to a competent rabbinic
authority for a ruling.

2) Lit fewer candles than her custom: Pri
Megadim® maintains that if a woman remembers
to light candles but forgets to light her usual
number, she must add a candle from then on. Biur
Halachah® disagrees and maintains that there is
no obligation to add a candle in such a case. The
majority of poskim?' rule in accordance with Biur
Halachah.

3) Forgot to light when a guest in another’s
home: The poskim discuss the halachah as it applies
to a woman who is a Shabbos guest in another’s
home and forgets to light the Shabbos candles; the
host, however, did light Shabbos candles. Should
she be penalized, given that she forgot to light?
Or, given that all those present in the home fulfill
their obligation to light with the host’s lighting,
perhaps there is no need for a penalty? R’ Moshe
Feinstein®* and R’ Moshe Stern** maintain that she
must subsequently add a candle, while R’ Shmuel
Wosner* and R’ Shmuel Kamenetsky* disagree and
state that a penalty is unwarranted since the host
did remember to light.

Does this law still apply today?
Prior to the advent of electric lighting, if a

30. S.v. Sheshachachah.

31. Ketzos Hashulchan [vol. 3 Hauaros Shevil Chaim on
Derech Hachaim 50:4], Az Nidberu [3:5], Rivevos Efraim
[3:555], Chazon Ovadia [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 173], and Kovetz
Halachos [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 204].

32. Igros Moshe [Yoreh Deah 3:14:6] and Rishumei Aharon
[vol. 2 0.C. 263:1].

33. Beer Moshe [5:63:2].

34. Kovetz M’beis Levi [vol. 11 pg. 32].

35. Kovetz Halachos [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 205 fn. 26].
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S Orach Chaim

woman forgot to light candles for Shabbos then
the Friday-night meal would be eaten in the
dark. It is therefore quite understandable that a
penalty was enacted as a deterrent, to reduce the
likelihood of this happening. However, nowadays
when all homes have electric lights burning, and
even without the Shabbos candles the home is well
lit, the poskim discuss whether this penalty still
applies.

The question centers around the main purpose
of the penalty. If it is to deter a woman from
being lax and forgetting to perform the mitzvah

Se’if 2

Siman 263

of lighting the Shabbos candles, then the penalty
should still apply. However, if the penalty was
enacted to avoid the outcome of eating the Shabbos
evening meal in the dark, it is no longer necessary
nowadays, as the room is well lit regardless of
whether Shabbos candles are burning. Tzitz
Eliezer,® R’ Shmuel Wosner,”” Rivevos Efraim,*® and
R’ Moshe Heinemann® maintain that the penalty is
enacted even if the room is well lit, whereas R’ Ben
Tzion Abba Shaul® and R’ Ovadia Yosef*' maintain
that if the room is well lit, the penalty does not

apply.

'a YD

R 1990 .0 77D N2w MaYn 07207 NN

To which lengths must one go to light Shabbos candles?

Rambam™ rules that both men and women are obligated in the lighting of Shabbos candles and

that if necessary, a person should go door to door begging for money in order to purchase oil to

light for Shabbos.
Mechaber rules like Rambam.

Mechaber rules regarding the extent of the
obligation to light Shabbos candles.

D°W37 TN D°WINT 7N Both men and women
n3ws P17 93 0P N22 NN £°2°N must have in their
homes a candle lit for Shabbos 772 i T8 1798
598" even if he does not have food to eat. 5 DN

D°nD27 He should go door to door to collect money
937 P8 P°27%1 72 NP9 and purchase oil and light
the candle, N1 N2W 33Y 5723 7Y because this[i.e.,
lighting candles] is included in [the mitzvah of]
Oneg Shabbos.

Discussions & Explanations

Must every member of the
household light Shabbos candles?

Mechaber rules that all adult members of a

36. 21:11.

37. Shevet Halevi [5:33] and Kovetz M’beis Levi [vol. 11
pg. 32].

38. 8:123.

39. Mah Nedaber pg. 27.

40. Ohr Ltzion [vol. 2 ch. 18 fn. 12].

Sources & Notes

household are obligated in the mitzvah of lighting
Shabbos candles. Shulchan Aruch Harav® explains
that Chazal did not actually require each member

41. Chazon Ovadia [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 174] and Yalkut
Yosef [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 151 and Otzer Dinim Lishah ch. 16
fn. 42]. See also Kovetz Halachos [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 205].

42. Shabbos 5:1.

43. 263:9. In Kuntres Acharon [note 2] Shulchan Aruch
Harav explains that the woman lights as her husband’s agent.
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6 Orach Chaim

of the household to separately light candles —
rather, when one member of a household lights
candles, the entire household fulfills its obligation
collectively.*

Does purchasing Shabbos candles
take precedence over purchasing
food for the Shabbos meals?
Mechaber rules that, if necessary, one must go
begging for money to purchase Shabbos candles.
The poskim* rule that if one has limited means

Se’if 3

Siman 263

and can only afford either food for the Shabbos
meals or a candle to light, the candle takes
precedence over all food items, except for challah.
Only challah takes precedence over candles, since
the mitzvah of eating the Shabbos meals primarily
involves eating bread. In such a situation, after
purchasing challah one only needs to buy a single
candle and the remaining funds should be used to
purchase food for the meal, rather than a second
candle.*

'3 9PYD

272 Naw | X"N 1D Naw MaYn 07an7 | XY naw :mmpn

Who should light the Shabbos candles?

The Mishnah lists three mitzvos which women have a special connection with, and are also

entrusted with the primary responsibility of properly observing them. These mitzvos are 1) Niddabh,
2) Hafrashas Challah, and 3) Hadlakas Neiros (lighting Shabbos candles).

Although both men and women are obligated in the mitzvah of lighting Shabbos candles, the

mitzvah is entrusted primarily to women and it is customary for the woman of the house to light

the candles. There are numerous reasons given for this: 1) Rambam*® explains that since women are

at home more than their husbands and are generally in charge of supervising household matters,

it is more practical and convenient for them to light the candles. 2) 7ur cites a Midrash that states

that Adam Harishon was considered oro shel olam (the light of the world). When Chavah convinced

Adam to sin on the first Friday of creation, she thereby extinguished that light. She was therefore

entrusted with the mitzvah of lighting candles so that she would introduce more light into the

world, to atone for the light that she extinguished.

Mechaber cites the reason given by Rambam.

Which takes precedence: Shabbos candles or wine for Kiddush?

The Gemara® states that if a poor person does not have enough money to purchase both wine for

Kiddush and a candle to light for Shabbos, buying the candle takes precedence as its light promotes

tranquility in the home. If the choice is between buying a candle for Shabbos or a candle for
Chanukah, he should buy the candle for Shabbos for the same reason.

44. See se’if gimmel where Mechaber writes that it is
customary that the woman of the house lights the candles.

45. Shulchan Aruch Harav 263:3 and Mishnah Berurah
263:9.

46. See the next se’if where Mechaber discusses whether

Sources & Notes

the candle takes precedence over wine for Kiddush.
47. Shabbos 31b.
48. Shabbos 5:3.
49. Shabbos 23b.
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7 Orach Chaim

Mechaber rules regarding who customarily lights
the Shabbos candles.

201" 12 N9 0°W3T Women are more careful to
light the Shabbos candles NIPRIYI N33 NPINRY 7190
N°37°2983 since they are to be found at home and
they occupy themselves with the needs of the
household.

Mechaber rules regarding what takes precedence
if one must choose between purchasing a Shabbos
candle and wine for Kiddush.

o WD naw® 93 NHRY natrn 70 1N BN And
if one lacks the means to purchase both a candle
for Shabbos and wine for Kiddush, 377 NaW 73
the candle for Shabbos takes precedence. ON 121

Se’if 3

Siman 263

m23m 231 N2 91 N9 Mty 370 PN Similarly, if
one lacks the means to purchase both a candle for
Shabbos and a candle for Chanukah, 3737 n;w‘ ]
the candle for Shabbos takes precedence TR
nan I:l"i'?!;i because the candle brings tranquility
in the home, "3 N’b:-} N33 Ei'?!;? 1"N7 as there is no
tranquility in the home without a flame [i.e.,
without illumination].

Rama notes.

7937 73 NiIRY WITRY 17 niap’ nawm 977 X ox And
if one lacks the means to purchase both wine for
Kiddush and a candle for Chanukah, 1270 9% 179
17 y9n refer to siman 678.

Discussions & Explanations

Who should light the
Shabbos candles?

Mechaber rules that although all the adult
members of a household are obligated in the
mitzvah oflighting Shabbos candles, it is customary
for the woman of the house to light the candles and
for the rest of the household to fulfill the mitzvah
via her lighting. Magen Avraham™ rules that even
if her husband wishes to light the candles himself,
his wife still takes precedence. However, if she is
unable to do so (for example, if she is ill in the
hospital), her husband should light the candles for
her. In addition, it is the custom for the husband to
participate in the mitzvah by preparing the candles
for lighting.”' Shulchan Aruch Harav>* adds that
the husband should light the candles in the other

50. 263:6.

51. Magen Avraham [263:7] and Mishnah Berurah
[263:11].

52. 263:5.

53. See Introduction to se’ifim vav and zayin where it is
explained that lighting candles in the dining room fulfills the
obligation related to Kavod Shabbos whereas lighting in all
other rooms that will be used is required in order to fulfill
the obligation related to Shalom Bayis.

54. Ketzos Hashulchan 74:4 and Badei Hashulchan 74:12.

Sources & Notes

rooms that one plans on using over Shabbos.>* He
should not recite a brachah when doing so, and
indeed, he need not even hear the brachah recited
by his wife.*

R’ Moshe Feinstein® and many others® rule
that if the woman of the house is not home, her
husband should light the candles rather than one
of the adult daughters. R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv
and R’ Nissim Karelitz maintain that an adult
daughter should light rather than the husband.

Why does the Shabbos candle take

precedence over wine for Kiddush?
Mechaber rules that if one has very limited
funds and he can purchase either a candle to

55. Oral ruling cited in The Radiance of Shabbos [pg. 7].
See [ibid.] where he rules that if neither of the parents is
home, one of the children should light the candles, preferably
a daughter, if she is bas mitzvah.

56. Beer Moshe 8:67, Shemiras Shabbos K hilchasah Ch.
43 fn. 46, R’ Moshe Heinemann Mah Nedaber pg. 18, and R’
Shmuel Kamenetsky Kovetz Halachos Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 209.
R Shimuel Kamenetsky adds that if a father wants to allow his
daughter to light to be mechanech (educate) her to do the
mitzvah properly, the daughter may light.
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8 Orach Chaim

light for Shabbos or wine for Kiddush, he should
purchase the candle.

The poskim explain that although reciting
Kiddush is a mitzvah doraisa, one can fulfill it
simply by reciting the words of Kiddush, even
without wine. Reciting Kiddush specifically over
wine is a mitzvah d’rabbanan. Furthermore, if one

Se’if 4

Siman 263

does not have wine, he may recite Kiddush over
the challah, which is also a mitzvah d’rabbanan.
Therefore, since the mitzvah of lighting a candle
for Shabbos brings tranquility into the home, it
takes priority over purchasing wine for Kiddush.
Once one has a candle to light for Shabbos, he
should use his remaining funds to buy wine,
rather than to buy a second candle.””

J
TYD
NN N"T 0”2 .0 | 272 DR :MMpn

How early may one light Shabbos candles?

The Gemara®® discusses the proper time for lighting Shabbos candles and concludes that one may
light whenever one wishes, as long as it is “neither too early nor too late.” Rashi® explains that
lighting “too early” refers to lighting so early that it is not obvious that one is lighting in honor of
Shabbos. If one lights significantly before shkiah (sunset) it will not be apparent that the lighting
was performed for the sake of Shabbos. Lighting “too late” refers to lighting at the last moment
before shkiah. If one aims to light at the last possible moment, he might inadvertently light after
Shabbos has begun.®

Beis Yosef cites several Rishonim who explain that one should not light early if one does not accept
Shabbos upon themselves at the time of the lighting, as it is not apparent that the lighting is in
honor of Shabbos.®' However, if the person lighting accepts Shabbos upon themselves at the time of
the lighting, they may light even long before shkiah, as this concern no longer applies. The earliest
time that one may accept Shabbos is plag haminchah (an hour and a quarter before nightfall);
therefore, that is the earliest time one may light the Shabbos candles.

Does the candle have to be lit in honor of Shabbos?

Tosfos** cites an opinion that no brachah is recited when lighting candles for Shabbos; based on
the opinion that a candle need not be lit specifically in honor of Shabbos, as the mitzvah is merely
to have light burning in one’s home on Shabbos. According to this opinion, if one lights a candle
on Thursday night and it remains burning into Shabbos, he has fulfilled his obligation. If that is
indeed the case, then no brachah should be recited since the act of kindling is not actually required
to fulfill the mirzvah. Tosfos himself disagrees with this view and maintains that one must kindle
the candle for the sake of Shabbos. Furthermore, if a candle was lit for any other reason, one must
extinguish it and re-light it in honor of Shabbos.

Sources & Notes

57. Shulchan Aruch Harav 263:4.

58. Shabbos 23b.

59. 23b s.v. Shelo yakdim.

60. See Mishnah Berurah 263:17.

61. See se’if yud where Rama rules that the custom
amongst Ashkenazim is that women accept Shabbos when

lighting candles. Men do not have this custom, and Sefardi
women do not customarily accept Shabbos upon themselves
when lighting Shabbos candles; rather, they usher in Shabbos
by sunset.

62. Shabbos 25b s.v. Chovah.
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9 Orach Chaim

Se’if 4

Siman 263

Rama rules following 7osfos, that the candle must be lit specifically in honor of Shabbos.

Mechaber rules on how early one may light the
Shabbos candles.

1;7"?'5{!'? TI?;'? =k vl N% A person should not
rush to light the Shabbos candle early 2%°7 71v2
5ﬁ'l§_when there is still plenty of the day left, INW
N 71235 §P°2 7Y 923 13°N because then, it is not
evident that it is being lit in honor of Shabbos;
Rlah Nb 031 nor should he light the Shabbos candles
at the last permitted moment; =3 P"?'[U'? nIN N
5§73 B3 7Y3 but if he wishes to light the candle
while there is still plenty of the day left, ‘7;.??3
7% NI 19V and accept Shabbos upon himself
immediately at the time of lighting, "N%/9 he may do
S0, 7" N3W 1°9p D3P 110 92 as, since he accepts

Shabbos upon himself immediately at the time of
lighting, 772777 1 N this is not considered lighting
too early, m7y151 NI 3200 NI 72527 provided
that it is from the time of plag haminchah onward,
297 0P ¥°291 YW N1 which is an hour and a
quarter before nightfall.

Rama notes.

7709 1179 ]79,?'? 1°¥1 And see later in siman 267.

Rama rules on whether the candle must be lit
specifically in honor of Shabbos.

9973 0977 7iv2n 2127 737 7177 X1 And if the candle is
already burning from being kindled earlier in the day,
1222 he should extinguish it n2W T78% up %7 1M
and then rekindle it for Shabbos.

Discussions & Explanations

To whom does this ruling apply?
Mechaber rules that one who is not accepting
Shabbos with candle-lighting should not light too
long before shkiah (sunset) as it is not evident
that the candles are being kindled in honor of
Shabbos. However, if the person lighting accepts
Shabbos upon themselves with candle-lighting,
they may light significantly before shkiah, if it is
after plag haminchah. Biur Halachah® notes that
since Rama® writes elsewhere that the Ashkenazi
custom is for women to accept Shabbos upon
themselves with candle-lighting,* this law is no
longer relevant to Ashkenazi women, and they

may light at any time after plag haminchah.

How is the precise hour of

plag haminchah calculated?
Mechaber rules that the earliest permitted
time to light candles and accept Shabbos is plag

63. S.v. Lo yakdim.

64. 263:10.

65. See se’if yud and the commentaries who explain that
the acceptance takes place immediately upon reciting the

Sources & Notes

haminchah, which Mechaber defines as an hour
and a quarter before nightfall. Gra and Levush
define plag haminchah as an hour and a quarter
before shkiah.%

The poskim®” explain that the hour and a quarter
referred to here is calculated in terms of shaos
zmanios (seasonal hours). A seasonal hour is one
twelfth of the daylight period of that specific day;
therefore, the number of standard minutes in a
seasonal hour varies according to the time of year.

According to Mechaber, the daylight period
begins at dawn and ends at tzeis hakochavim
(nightfall); according to Gra and Levush, the
daylight period starts at sunrise and ends at shkiah
(sunset).

If one lights candles to usher in Shabbos earlier

brachah for lighting the Shabbos candles.
66. Both views are cited by Mishnah Berurah 263:19.
67. Mishnah Berurah 263:19.
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10 Orach Chaim

than plag haminchah, the lighting is invalid and
one must light again at the proper time.*® Biur

Se’if S

Siman 263

Halachah® cites R’ Akiva Eiger who adds that the
brachah, too, must be repeated.

J
M Y0
v MIYM DT 5PN "N | NN N"D NAw 0”207 :MNMPn

When is the proper time to recite the brachah?

Rambam’ and Tur note that one recites a brachah when lighting the Shabbos candles. Beis Yosef
explains that lighting candles is no different in this respect from any other mitzvah drabbanan
— all require a brachah.

Rambam states that one should recite the brachab before lighting the candles. This is in line with
the general rule that the brachab is always recited immediately prior to the performance of the
mitzvah. This principle is known as kol hamitzvos mevarchim aleihem over l'asiasan.

Mordechai”* mentions a custom for women to recite the brachah after lighting the candles, based
on an opinion that the mitzvah of lighting Shabbos candles is the exception to the abovementioned
rule, following the view of Bahag’* that a woman accepts Shabbos upon herself immediately upon
reciting the brachah for lighting the Shabbos candles. Therefore, if she first recites the brachab, it
is now Shabbos for her and she is forbidden to proceed to light the candles.”

Mahari Veil'* adds that to maintain a semblance of over ['asiasan, a woman places her hands over
her eyes immediately after lighting the candles but prior to reciting the brachah. She then recites
the brachah and removes her hands, ensuring that she only benefits from the candles after the
brachah. Since benefiting from their light is considered the completion of the mitzvah, the brachah
is still considered over [asiasan.

The minhag among Sefardim is to follow the view of Rambam. Rama states that the minhag among

Ashkenazim is to follow Mordechai and Mabari Veil.

Mechaber rules on whether one recites a brachah
when lighting Shabbos candles.

P"?'I’W: When one lights the Shabbos candles,
972? he should recite the following brachah: 7193
TS POTSES WY N DR Ton oy 1 s
N3W W 93 2°977% Baruch Atah Hashem Elokeinu
Melech Ha’olam Asher Kidshanu B’mitzvosav
V’tzivanu L’hadlik Ner Shel Shabbos. N1 2WN7 TN

68. Mishnah Berurah 263:18.

69. S.v. M’beod. Regarding the view of R’ Ovadia Yosef see
Yabia Omer [2:17], Yalkut Yosef [year 5752 halachah 47] and
Yalkut Yosef [Mahadura Basra pg. 131].

70. Shabbos 5:1. See, however, Mordechai [Shabbos 294]
where he cites the view of Rabbeinu Meshulam who maintains
that no brachah is recited when lighting candles.

Sources & Notes

MWNT Both men and women recite this brachah. 53
'[1:'7 7°9% 21 01°2 We also recite a brachah on Yom
Tov, 21 01 %W 71 2*2777 concluding it with I’hadlik
Ner Shel Yom Tov, N3¢ X532 17727 and when Yom
Kippur does not fall out on a Shabbos, "IN 1w
T2 N'ﬂ? some say that no brachah is recited 7"
¥’91 72°0 127% and see later in siman 610.

Rama rules regarding the timing of the brachah.

71. Commentary to Shabbos Bameh Madlikim, cited by
Darkei Moshe.

72. Cited in Mechaber 263:10.

73. See discussions to this se’if regarding when men
should recite the brachah when lighting Shabbos candles.

74. Dinim V’Halachos 29.
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11 Orach Chaim

nRYTI0 0P 19720Y MIRY M W) There are those
who say that the brachah is recited before lighting
the candles, 7p%777 IR J72W MWIRY » W while
others say that the brachah is recited after lighting
the candles. iM7wyY 729Y X777W 197 And in order that it
[i.e., the brachah] should still be over I'asiaso, 7373 )
112727 I0KY 7Y 730 one should not benefit from it [the
light of the candles] until after reciting the brachah.

Se’if S

Siman 263

nR'277 R 37 *39% 7 Prowmy Therefore, we place
a hand in front of the candle immediately after the
lighting, 19292, and then recite the brachah, 91X}
1 PRPon 7 and afterwards we remove the hand in
order to benefit from the candles, n:z’py’; 921y Mpn AN
and this is considered over I'asiah. 3717 191 And this
is the accepted custom.

Discussions & Explanations

What is the halachah if
one is unsure whether they
recited a brachah?

Mechaber states that a brachah is recited when
lighting Shabbos candles. Biur Halachah” adds that
if, after lighting, one is unsure whether they recited
a brachah or not, they should not recite another
brachah in accordance with the principle of safek
brachos I’hakel (when a doubt arises regarding the
necessity of a brachah, no brachah is recited). If
they definitely did not recite a brachah, they may
still recite the brachah until shkiah.”® According to
Shulchan Aruch Harav,” one may recite the brachah
even after shkiah, until tzeis hakochavim (nightfall).

Ultimately, even if a brachah is not recited, one
has fulfilled the mitzvah of lighting candles.”

When do Sefardi women
recite the brachah?
The general rule is that the brachah is recited
immediately prior to the performance of the
mitzvah. Rama notes that the common custom

75. S.v. K’sheyadlik.

76. Biur Halachah explains that since one may not light
after sunset, a brachah that was forgotten at the time of
kindling may only be recited up until this point. R’ Ovadia
Yosef [Chazon Ovadia Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 172] disagrees with
this view and maintains that if the brachah was not recited at
the time of kindling, it may not be recited afterward either.

77. 263:11 and Kuntres Achron 4.

78. Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchasah [43:31], and therefore

Sources & Notes

for Ashkenazi women is to recite the brachah after
lighting the candles, following the view of Bahag
that they accept Shabbos upon themselves after
reciting the brachah.

R’ Ovadia Yosef” states that the custom among
Sefardim is to recite the brachah before lighting the
candles, in line with the abovementioned principle.
R’ Ovadia explains that Mechaber follows the view
that women do not accept Shabbos with the lighting
of the candles and therefore, there is no need to
deviate from the general rule of reciting the brachah
before performing the mitzvah. He adds that even
according to those opinions that maintain that
women do accept Shabbos upon themselves with
the lighting of the candles, this refers not to the
brachah but rather to the entire lighting process.
Therefore, women may and should recite the
brachah, light the candles, and only then are they
considered to have accepted Shabbos. He concludes
that even though Ben Ish Chai* rules in accordance
with Rama, all Sefardim®' should nonetheless recite
the brachah before lighting the candles.

no penalty is earned if a woman forgets to recite a brachah.

79. Chazon Ovadia [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 165], Halichos Olam
[vol. 3 pg. 38], Yechaveh Daus [1:27, 2:33], and Yabia Omer
[2:16, 6:48:11, 9:24, 9:108:122, 10:21:4].

80. Noach Shanah Beis 10.

81. See Chazon Ovadia [Shabbos vol. 1 pg. 175] where he
writes that even Ashkenazi women should recite the brachah
before lighting the candles, not in accordance with Rama.
However, this is not the custom among Ashkenazim.
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12 Orach Chaim

When do Ashkenazi women
recite the brachah when lighting
candles in honor of Yom Tov?

Given that the accepted view among Ashkenazi
women is that reciting the brachah on candle-
lighting constitutes acceptance of Shabbos, the
brachah is recited after lighting. The poskim
discuss whether the same concept should apply
when lighting candles in honor of Yom Tov.

Sma® writes that his wife recites the brachah
before lighting the Yom Tov candles, unlike her
practice with the Shabbos candles. The reason
for this distinction, he explains, is that since one
may kindle lights on Yom Tov, one may recite the
brachah and thereby accept Yom Tov and then
continue to kindle the candles. This is also the
view of the majority of poskim.*

Magen Avraham® and Shulchan Aruch Harav®®
maintain that one should recite the brachah after
lighting the candles on Yom Tov as well. Although
the reason for doing so does not apply on Yom
Tov, Magen Avraham states that it is best to avoid
confusion and always light in the same manner.

Se’if 6-7

Siman 263

Mishnah Berurah®® cites the view of Magen
Avraham but rules in accordance with the majority
of poskim, that on Yom Tov the brachah is recited
before lighting the candles.

When should men recite the brachah
when lighting Shabbos candles?

Biur Halachah® notes that the question of when
the brachah is recited is also relevant for men
who are lighting Shabbos candles. Since, unlike
women, men are not obligated to accept Shabbos
upon themselves with the lighting of the Shabbos
candles,*® one may assume that the majority of
poskim would rule that they should recite the
brachah before lighting (and in fact several poskim
specifically state such a ruling).

Magen Avraham holds differently and rules that
if a man is lighting Shabbos candles, he should
recite the brachah after lighting, as women do, in
order to avoid confusion.*

The prevailing custom® is for men to follow the
majority of poskim and recite the brachah before
lighting.

R-"1 793D

Introduction to se’ifim vav and zayin’*

As previously discussed in seif alef, the Gemara cites two different reasons for the mitzvah of

lighting the Shabbos candles:

82. Introduction to commentary on Yoreh Deah.

83. Dagul Mervavah [on Magen Avraham 12], Chidah
[Machazik Brachah 4], Chayei Adam [5:11 Nishmas Adam
1], R’ Akiva Eiger [on Magen Avraham 12], Chasam Sofer
[Shabbos 24b] and Aruch Hashulchan [263:13]. See also
Kovetz Halachos [Shabbos vol.1 page 238] where R’ Shimuel
Kamanetzky notes that the common custom is to recite the
brachah before lighting the Yom Tov candles.

84. 263:12.

85. 263:8.

86. 263:27.

Sources & Notes

87. S.v. Achar.

88. See Mishnah Berurah 263:42.

89. See also Ketzos Hashulchan [74:19] where R’ Chaim
Nakeh explains that according to Shulchan Aruch Harav, men
should recite the brachah after lighting the candles, which
is consistent with his view cited above regarding Yom Tov.

90. See Kovetz Halachos [Shabbos vol.1 pg. 239].

91. Introduction based primarily on Biur Halachah [263:6
s.v. Bachurim]. See also Dibros Moshe [Shabbos ch. 2. siman
26 hearah 42].
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13

1)

2)

Orach Chaim Siman 263

Kavod Shabbos (the honor of Shabbos): The Shabbos meal should be eaten in an atmosphere of
dignity and honor; the illumination provided by the candles contributes to this.

Se’if 6-7

Shalom Bayis (a tranquil home): Moving around in a dark home is unpleasant and can lead to
accidents, such as tripping over furniture or bumping into walls. Therefore, Chazal instituted
the mitzvah of lighting candles in the home, to enhance the tranquility of the Shabbos

3 92
experience.

The poskim note that both aspects are essential to the mitzvah and therefore, one must fulfill both

when lighting Shabbos candles. Resulting from this are certain practical ramifications:

1)

2)

Which rooms require light: One need not light in every room in one’s home in order to fulfill
the mitzvah of ensuring Kavod Shabbos; one can suffice with illuminating only one of the
rooms that will be used on Shabbos, the one where the evening seudah will be eaten. When
the woman of the house lights candles in the dining room, she fulfills this obligation for
every member of the household. However, in order to fulfill the mitzvah of ensuring Shalom
Bayis, one is obligated to illuminate all the rooms he intends to use on Shabbos (The brachah
recited over the candles in the dining room covers the lighting in the other rooms). In rooms
such as bedrooms, where light is not desirable, there is no requirement to light candles, and
the mitzvah of ensuring Shalom Bayis is fulfilled by having a light burning in the hallway or a
nearby room which, when the bedroom door is open, provides enough light for one to find
his way around.”

When a husband is away from home: When the woman of the house lights the Shabbos
candles in her home, she fulfills the mitzvah of ensuring Kavod Shabbos for every member of
the household, including those who are not in the home.” For example, even if a husband is
away for Shabbos, he still fulfills his mitzvah of ensuring Kavod Shabbos via his wife’s lighting.
However, he remains obligated to light candles where he is staying, with a brachah,” in order
to fulfill the mitzvah of ensuring Shalom Bayis. If he does not have his own room in the place
where he is staying, he need not light at all — since he is sharing his room with his host, his
host will make sure the room is well lit and will fulfill the mitzvah of Shalom Bayis.*®

Sources & Notes

92. See Chovas Hadar [pg. 88 fn. 18] where he describes
the two obligations as chovas hadar (the obligation of the
home) and chovas haguf (the obligation of the person), with
chovas hadar corresponding to Shalom Bayis and chovas haguf
corresponding to Kavod Shabbos.

93. View of R’ Moshe Feinstein [cited in The Radiance of
Shabbos pg. 4].

94. See Aruch Hashulchan [263:5] where he maintains
that there is a difference between husbands and adult
children. Whereas the husband fulfills his obligation via
his wife’s lighting even if he is away from home, he states,
adult children only fulfill their obligation if they are home
and thereby considered part of the household. If they are
not home for Shabbos, they are not considered part of the
household for that Shabbos, and they must light their own
candles. This is also the view of Chovas Hadar [pg. 93 fn.

45]. Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchasah [ch. 45 fn. 12] disagrees
and suggests that there is no difference between husbands
and adult children in this respect. R’ Ben Tzion Abba Shaul
[Ohr Ltzion 2:18:4] likewise rules that adult children fulfill
the mitzvah of ensuring Kavod Shabbos with their parent’s
lighting, even if they are not at home.

95. Biur Halachah [263:5 s.v. Bachurim] explains that the
wife’s lighting covers the aspect of Kavod Shabbos for the
husband, wherever he is, and the aspect of Shalom Bayis in
the location where she is lighting. In this situation, where
the husband is away for Shabbos, her lighting does not fulfill
the obligation of ensuring Shalom Bayis in his location.
Therefore, since he must light to fulfill one of the obligations
that remain, his wife’s lighting in a different location does
not suffice.

96. See Chovas Hadar [pg. 88 fn. 21].
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Orach Chaim Se’if 6 Siman 263

In seif vav, Mechaber discusses a husband’s obligation to light candles when he is away from home
for Shabbos but his wife is still lighting in his home. In such an instance, he fulfills his mitzvah of
ensuring Kavod Shabbos with his wife’s lighting; however, he is still obligated to light himself in

order to ensure Shalom Bayis.

J
18°V0
T7"%7 N2AW DTN MMPN

Does a man need to light candles if he is away from home?

Mordechai®” writes that a young man who is learning in yeshivah away from home must light
Shabbos candles, with a brachah, in the room where he sleeps. The Acharonim®® explain that
Mordechai is referring to a married man® who is away from home for Shabbos and whose wife is
lighting at their home. Every person has two distinct obligations when it comes to lighting candles:
1) Kavod Shabbos (honoring Shabbos with lighting candles) and 2) Shalom Bayis (illuminating the
home so that people do not stumble in the dark). Although the husband fulfills his obligation of
Kavod Shabbos when his wife lights in their home, he must still light candles in his location, with

a brachah, in order to fulfill the mitzvah of ensuring Shalom Bayis.

Mechaber rules regarding men who are away from
home for Shabbos.

§"93M2 Young men 5137 {11 %% £°25i70 who
travel away from home in order to learn 2°2°93
P9V 7725159IM3 N2 M3 2°2 107 must light a Shabbos
candle in their rooms and recite a brachah upon

it. IMYN DN MY *12 938 However, one who is with
his wife 1°2¥ 79397 19772 2*277% 7°9% '8 need not
light in his room and recite a brachah upon it, ’9’?
59372 N29a% IMYNY because his wife recites the
brachah for him.

Discussions & Explanations

Does a man need to light candles
if he is away from home?
Mechaber rules that a man who is away from home
for Shabbos must light candles in the room where
he will be sleeping, and recite a brachah. The reason

97. Shabbos 294.

98. See Biur Halachah s.v. Bachurim. This is unlike the
view of Derech Chaim who explains that this law only applies
to single men and that married men do not recite a brachah
when lighting away from home.

99. Regarding single men: When they are at home, they
fulfill their obligation through their mother’s candle-lighting.
When they are away from home, Aruch Hashulchan [263:5]
maintains that they do not fulfill their obligation of ensuring
Kavod Shabbos via their mother’s lighting, but rather via their
host’s lighting. Also, if they have a cheder meyuchad (their
own room) where they are sleeping, they must light there

Sources & Notes

he must light is to ensure that he will not stumble
in the dark (Shalom Bayis). He must, therefore,
ensure that the candles will still be burning when
he returns to his room at night.'® ' The poskim'*
explain that this only applies if the husband has a

with a brachah to fulfill the aspect of Shalom Bayis.

100. Mishnah Berurah 263:30. Shemiras Shabbos
K’hilchasah [45:3] warns that if leaving the lights to burn
unsupervised creates any risk whatsoever of fire, it is
better for him not to light, and in such a circumstance, it is
considered a mitzvah not to do so.

101. Since the purpose of these candles is to ensure that
he does not stumble in the dark, the candles must burn for
long enough to achieve this. Candles that are lit in the dining
room must only burn for the duration of the meal.

102. See Mishnah Berurah [263:28] and Chovas Hadar [pg.
88 fn. 21].
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15 Orach Chaim

cheder meyuchad (his own private room) where he
plans on eating or sleeping and in which there is no
light at all. If he does not have a cheder meyuchad he
need not light at all,'” as he is sharing the home of
his host, who will make sure the room is well lit and
cover any concerns of Shalom Bayis.'"* Similarly,
if he has a cheder meyuchad which is sufficiently
illuminated by light penetrating from the hallway
or street, he need not light candles.'”

Is the halachah different
if husband and wife are in
different time zones?

The poskim discuss the case where husband
and wife are in different time zones (for instance,
the wife is in Eretz Yisrael and the husband is in
America or vice versa). Can the husband still fulfill
his obligation of ensuring Kavod Shabbos via his
wife’s candle-lighting if they are not observing

Se’if 7

Siman 263

Shabbos at the same time?

Beer Moshe!® maintains that one does not.
Therefore, if a husband is in America while his wife
is in Eretz Yisrael, he cannot fulfill his obligation
through his wife’s lighting, since at the time his
wife is lighting it is not yet Shabbos for him in
America. Likewise, if a husband is in Eretz Yisrael
while his wife is in America, he cannot fulfill his
obligation through his wife’s lighting, as he will
have already observed several hours of Shabbos
by the time his wife lights.

R’ Nissim Karelitz'”” maintains that the husband
fulfills his obligation of Kavod Shabbos via his wife’s
lighting even if they are not observing Shabbos
at the same time (regardless of whether the wife
begins observing Shabbos before the husband or
vice versa). R Moshe Shternbuch rules similarly.'®

Yo

VRPN MNPN

How does a guest light the Shabbos candles?

Beis Yosef cites Ravyah'” that a guest needs to be mishtatef bprutah (participate in the host’s lighting

by contributing a minimal amount toward the cost of the oil or candles) in order to fulfill his

obligation to light Shabbos candles. Beis Yosef explains that this is only necessary when the guest

has neither someone lighting for him in his home (and therefore does not fulfill the mitzvah of

ensuring Kavod Shabbos) nor a cheder meyuchad in the host’s home (in which case he is not obligated

to light his own candles in order to fulfill the mitzvah of ensuring Shalom Bayis).

103. This differs from the case discussed in se’if zayin
where there is a requirement to be mishtatef b’prutah, as here,
the husband fulfills his obligation of ensuring Kavod Shabbos
via his wife’s lighting. The case described in se’if zayin is one
in which the husband has no one lighting for him at home
and he is not part of the host’s household.

104. R’ Ben Tzion Abba Shaul [Ohr L'Tzion 2:18:6]
maintains that cheder meyuchad means a room that the host
will not enter for any reason. If the host enters the room
occasionally (for example, to retrieve a garment that is stored
there), it is not considered a cheder meyuchad and the guest
sleeping there is not required to light candles in it.

Chovas Hadar [pg. 91 fn. 33] maintains that even if the

Sources & Notes

110

host occasionally enters the room, it is still considered cheder
meyuchad as it is the guest’s private room when he sleeps
there (i.e., he is not actually sharing the room with the host).
This is also the view of Yalkut Yosef [Mahadura Basra pg. 79].

105. Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchasah 45:3.

106. 5:119.

107. Chut Shani [Shabbos vol. 4 pg. 62].

108. Cited in Beer Moshe ibid.

109. 199.

110. See Chovas Hadar [pg. 93 fn. 45] where he explains
that when a guest is mishtatef bprutah, it is as if the lighting of
the host is being done for him as well, and he therefore fulfills
his Kavod Shabbos obligation of lighting Shabbos candles.



Y73 OmaN B

MY (@37 MIANT PP »7Ian] Yy onn XPaTT
W7INNR TH0Y W1 1°wnw Ty T12%n anow ox 7aveTa
MR (2% :TAR 32730 177 717372 270 17V 11°0 1O
QP2 2781 P27 A7MOKRI NAWY 7%3p 12N oXT ARSTIR

naw n1o%n 09 %N MIIN

3 BARSN 9

MPIPRT PIAVNY Qo NNTPR 1900 1RoM LBt 85 (VT
amm amp P XYY pPoIaY M¥w 1372 oTp omab
:[MYD NIDY Qw2 27D *>TINA (T MKX) 2° N2 “vHY]
7% 1w 7pYIR NYwa TwRa Yoonnw MR o (NN

5”3 P90 57NXRI T7an 2w
Y7R2 AWM DO 102
Mo PROPAR nR owa
o'non PPN XPT 101 IWRD
5731 W”Y NP 10 Wrnd
137y T A7 ©nod omnd
71 npYIT oy TS (M
XYW nea ovw own [N
5T 1AR2 R pva Do
L% MR PRI nnd)
0°71D37 01 712 771 12°DX)
PWHNWH RO #7H 127 ¥R
ooy o avox Txb
o3 O’RWRA ATIVD 9O
%707 172 w731 ©MDOR
oB57 OPa 737anT
X223 1%°0x n°2 D1PW 1PaWnT
1m°0 7AW Y7an] 799K
278 (T [[771p] (73R)
Hax .16y 9755 1R promd
T2 12w RYW PIx IR
T°¥1 /R PYD W7HYY 1ARI IR
s Ssw (M 7 v
TR AOINMT M 93T s
vy A ovw A we
eI 903 AR NRIAY A

g 7w P oInL 9anbin vy K¢ 9
NaW 71259 1PP0TAW 997 WK IRW 917A

W32 91 P9I AT aRIT AR XD 2
"D RWI M NAw TRy Yaph1 91a avn
TPTRT T PR TN AW POY Dapnw 11
XOTW 1vnDy nmanen a9on xw 7353
WPy R MR :TPPR OTIR vam mywe
13207 9373 017 TIWan 17'71‘{ 917 7°7 QXY 7707 11°0

(M) AW JNEY NP2 MINN

WHPR 7 ANR T2 020 P Twsvkie
1WIBY PRIBNI NWWIR WK aRwR Ion

PWRT TR WIRT IR DAW Hw 21 pooInb
gy W 91 Y971 793% I 20 ava oy
IPIRW 1 W3 NAW K92 815757 217212
IIRW W N 7N 12°0 [apY oy 7920 ROW
AMIRW °7) W (n"a 910 *d7N) npb‘mn o7pP 1°27anw
X2 INWYY 12 XPW 2101 7277 IR M ranw
INR 9377 210% TR 1°1°W 79927 IARD Y 13n 73T
923Y MPn AT TR PRYOM 0 IR P27 ARpYIN

(0”3 mx 1n] (5"0n) 2700 7129 UYL

DPRM 0O D2 773pn
»12 Qw2 7wn fun] 77N
DMI0 B [N nwIp
MR NI 7972 0n3 anow
TIMIRY 7RI NDIOT N2 XYY’
i I (T 6 - I - L)
Y1 nan owa wraan
DINRM W”YA 7D WIWd
nnn NYPY nR WY M
naw HapY %I PR AWRM
X2 7377 P°270 1% 7DIN 2107
15 XY AR DT 7572
N1 9y 777 wien 15°wna
D719¥%  MRN IR 1AM
R DI WK PR
X?7 X7 ™M .37y J1an
nImIyY apIPTa A7 W
nMaw o7y? AvnRT TN
1T RY MWRYa P
"Y1 [R”707 119°0 V] NIAWR
232 Pnaw M 7anma
0T18% 571K Y173 0 WA
17Z0-Y IS = M e A B oy e
Yy POIANw YAIpR RIMW
n°2 NX°¥® MR NAW3A NI
713 m ®91 970 XY noidn

" Hax PHY 77291¢ 877R2 naw 91 PUPIRR ©v9v% antab yIn TnbY ovevian otnat
£1992W32 N2921 WKW DY 1HY T9391T 19712 P90 PR PR INWKR IR XITW

:FIVIND2 AANWRY 7% %22 POV PRODTN PR QA TAPR 970 90 PRW MRS S
W e w1 7993 DY 772am IAR Dow e gMmIN wo INR 2IPna 2v90IR 2oN3 %DYa VA IR 12 R

m5%m Ns

nvoIN LB (72 3797 702 YT TR 012 DR NIYY 277 NPT MYW3 IP°IT) 0 1173 11573 W7YA NAW YW SH¥ 277 XA 23T WIRIT 0N LA 10w LT
$NYWIPR owa ‘R IR 179 7070 NN 00T L 27T 270 MY 22T 2 WD 27201 DIRY 27 0TI 173 B7WI R7N 1752 07anIM oW WX 172 Nawa

SR LD :107XR 0 27NN NMIW DPTISWR WD R¥H L

+1171ART DWA 57 DRana .2

10w 57 .5 X7 W2 70 MDOINA BY LD

057 N2

.DPMIPN PITY R7H7 AN .W7Y TIAN X ADINT R oI
W7IANR 0% w1 °WNw Iy TIa%n AW OX T3yUTa m
SRS N [] 07V R7P IR 132030 5710 WH 73 U0 POV
5”IXY 773N 712 7R PPIAY 70K Naw? AYap J1an oxT
TR 9AR X717 2N MR QWA YR AW 0703 37 p29In
Har 0y 85 [N wry Y7n phn ’YT 01 AwRY non
(R71 VR PO WY 7O JARA IR PV YWD XYW IR pvab
AR AMYY 12 DIYY 72 @0 AR §OINRT n 9oT 45w [N

DPNAY MPIPNR PUAWRY DNNTPR 1900 1R b [n]T
PO [B]A 2w 0T YT XYY IpPTWw 10 1972 omp
MW MW TH 12 PPRIAY TNvn M1 AY Y 2w S T
P9I NYwa AwRa HYHNNw 7RI LXIY MIYD DWw3a O°3pT ALY
WM AN3 .m7o» 71N 0YPRP 0157 012 173pa a2 1w
PR TWRM ARNT DYPW MR TV 72 0INRNI WY 701 WWO
79INT DT 7972 ’Y2 737 227N IR ADING *1DY NAW HIPY XM
0713¥% IMRN IR .TIAM MR PV T 01BN AW 370K



16 Orach Chaim

Mechaber rules on when a guest needs to
contribute to the cost of his host’s Shabbos candles.
7798 A guest T2 970 17 TS who does not
have his own room 31132 1"?:] 1’,7"?'5?; TN 03 and

Se’if 7

Siman 263

also, does not have anyone in his home who is
lighting candles for him 71993 '-'lmjt;?rl'? "8 must
participate in the lighting by paying a prutah
towards the cost of oil or candles.

Discussions & Explanations

When must a guest be
mishtatef b’prutah?

Mechaber rules that in certain circumstances,
a guest needs to be mishtatef b’)prutah in order to
fulfill his obligation of lighting Shabbos candles.
This applies when he does not have anyone
lighting for him at home (for instance, if his wife
is also away for Shabbos) and he does not have a
cheder meyuchad where he is sleeping.

Mishnah Berurah''' adds that if the guest is
being hosted not only for sleeping but also for the
seudos,"? he is considered part of the household
and fulfills the mitzvah of Kavod Shabbos with the
candle-lighting of his host."’> He only needs to be
mishtatef bprutah if he is sleeping (without a cheder
meyuchad) at the home of his host and either eating

alone or eating his own food at his host’s table."*

What is the halachah for a married
couple being hosted for Shabbos?
Mishnah Berurah rules that a guest who is eating
with his host for Shabbos is considered part of
the household and fulfills his mitzvah of lighting
Shabbos candles with the lighting of the host.

111. 263:33.

112. See Chovas Hadar [pg. 92 fn. 39] where he notes that
a guest need not eat all the Shabbos seudos with his host in
order to be considered a member of the household. Rather,
eating just the evening seudah suffices. See, however, Mah
Nedaber [pg. 13] for a dissenting view.

113. If he has a cheder meyuchad, he still needs to light
there with a brachah. Although he has fulfilled his obligation
of Kavod Shabbos with the host’s lighting, he still needs to
ensure that his room is adequately lit, similar to the case of

Sources & Notes

R’ Moshe Feinstein'"> adds that if a married
couple or family is being hosted, it is customary
for all the married women to light their own
candles and recite the brachah."'

Can a guest be mishtatef b’prutah
without giving his host money?
Mechaber rules that a guest who does not have
a cheder meyuchad and does not have anyone
lighting for him in his home should participate in
his host’s lighting by contributing at least a prutah
toward the cost of the oil or candles, thereby

7 mention

acquiring a share in them. The poskim
another option whereby the host grants his guest
a share of the oil as a matanah (gift) with the guest

performing a kinyan on it."'®

Is the practice of being mishtatef
b’prutah observed nowadays?

Aruch Hashulchan notes that the common
practice in his day and age is not to be mishtatef
bprutah in the circumstances described by poskim
as requiring it, although he is not sure what the
justification for this is. R Moshe Feinstein'" is
likewise reported as noting that the common custom
is that a guest need not be mishtatef bprutah.

bachurim discussed in se’if vav.

114. Shemiras Shabbos K hilchasah 45:1.

115. Cited in Radiance of Shabbos [pg. 11].

116. See se’if ches where Mechaber and Rama discuss
where and how she may light in her host’s home.

117. Mishnah Berurah [263:35].

118. See Mishnah Berurah [677:3] and Shaar Hatzion
[677:9].

119. Radiance of Shabbos ch. 2 fn. 17. See also Mesores
Moshe vol. 1 note 130.
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