






THE PROBLEM LOCALLY:

Here's an article by Terry Matthew, written 
on September 25, 2018 . The headline:

Chicago has become the "Tiny-Town" 
from the movie FOOTLOOSE, featuring  
Kevin Bacon & Sara Jessica Parker 
where it was illegal to dance!

Another day, another closure 
Who would want to open a nightclub here?

Alisa Hauser from Block Club Chicago has 
the story about the latest closure of Evil Olive, 
the Wicker Park nightclub which has been 
open for most of the last 11 years. Apart from 
other genres, Evil Olive has hosted a slew of 
Chicago electronic music residencies. Perhaps 
most notable to outsiders, it hosted part of 
the Chicago vs. Detroit Boiler Room event in 
November 2015.

Evil Olive has become the latest in a chain of 
closings of the minority of nightclubs in Chicago 
that served the dance music and electronic 
music community. In 2015 it was The Shrine. In 
2016 it was Green Dolphin. In 2017: Primary. 
Stick around long enough and you’ll see them 
all go, it seems.

In August, a bouncer for Evil Olive was shot 
outside of the club at Division and Ashland. 
As was the pattern with The Shrine and Green 
Dolphin, heat was immediately brought down 
on the club, not just the area’s alderman but 
even a neighboring alderman even demanded 
its immediate closure. The Summery Closure 
Ordinance allows the City of Chicago to 
immediately shutter any establishment that 
constitutes a “public safety threat”; it can last 6 
months, by which point most establishments are 
economically destroyed. 

Evil Olive managed to open up again, but 
city inspectors immediately shut it down for 
“dangerous electrical, structural and egress 
issues,” according to Block Club Chicago. This 
is the same reason Primary was closed last 
summer; it still is. 

Chicago’s “Chiraq” rep has gotten pretty 
fucking annoying as its penetrated the 
national discourse, but there’s really not 
much question that the city can be a 
violent place. And it’s probably inevitable 
that the tide of violence would wash up 
on the threshold of the places where we 
drink, listen to music, dance and have some 
fun. In multiple cases here, it was the club 
employees that were the actual victims 
of violence. I can’t imagine how a club 
could create an environment to avoid their 
bouncers being shot on the street. 

Despite the love/hate relationship the 
community has with some venues, I can’t 
think of any reason why anyone would 
want to bother jumping through these 
hoops. Hauling nuclear waste in a pick up 
truck seems like a better gig than opening 
a nightclub in Chicago. Aside from these 
issues, we also have a county board that is 
fond of retroactively reinterpreting tax law 
on a whim that threatens to drive everyone 
out of business. 

And so it goes. Nobody should really be 
shocked that big city politics are what they 
are. We live and work in the third largest city 
in America and we’re becoming the tiny town 
from Footloose where the city fathers have 
made dancing illegal. Which never works! 
People just take the scene underground, 
where the concern trolls and city fathers have 
even less say over what goes on and where. 

Since this article, the pandemic, and 
screen-time as the new-norm, kids 
growing up don't stand a chance!



Joe Biden was was the author and champion of a piece of legislation that 
came to be known as the RAVE Act, which stood for Reducing Americans’ 
Vulnerability to Ecstasy. Biden was adamant about his crusade against 
promoters and venue owners. Then-Senator Biden believed localized 
efforts to crack-down on illegal warehouse parties were the most 
measured step to curb the rising prevalence of ecstasy and rave culture. 
He later compared raves and warehouse parties to crack-cocaine dens, as 
he also co-wrote the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986. 

This act created a sentencing disparity between cocaine and crack 
cocaine, in which someone would have to possess 100 times the amount 
of powdered cocaine to meet the mandatory minimum sentence of 
someone charged with any crack-cocaine possession. 

The 1986 act has been characterized 
as disproportionately and unfairly 
targeted toward African American 
communities, as they are statistically 
more likely to be in possession of 
crack-cocaine than other ethnicities. 
Joe said, “I’m the guy who authored 
the crack house legislation. We can 
use the crack house legislation to 
tear down these buildings… If you 
are able to, theoretically, eliminate 
the circumstances and the places 
under which raves take place.

Under a 2003 legislation, club owners 
and party promoters can be held 
criminally liable if any drugs were sold or 
ingested in an event space under their 
control. Penalties for those implicated 
in the use or sale of drugs at an event 
included fines up to $250,000 and 20 
years in jail. The range of culpability 
under the 2003 bill included venue 
owners, promoters, and label bosses, 
even volunteers passing out flyers on the 
curb after a show would be liable for the 
actions at the events they promote.

THE 2003 NATIONAL
RAVE ACT LEGISLATION

No Longer the Right to Dance or Gather!
















