
 

Uncovering Penrith  

Local History 

In Penrith, there are a number of well-established businesses 

that can be traced through history using directories and census 

entries, including the newly-released 1921 census.  
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Here in Slater’s Directory for 

1848, we can see The George 

Hotel, Arnison’s Drapers and 

James and John Graham’s, 

Grocers Merchants.  
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The George Hotel 

Ref: ct05071 George Hotel 

 

Trade directories are always a 

useful tool for discovering 

more about the commercial 

history of an area. The “Yellow 

Pages” of their day, they con-

tain information on the local 

area as well as listing busi-

nesses and their owners. You 

can find out how many butch-

ers are in a place, or who 

owns the local public house.  

You can see the way a town grows and develops over time by checking different years 

and noting the change of ownership or number of similar businesses. 

Below are examples of The George Hotel entries in trade directories from 1910 and 1921.  

Ref: Kelly’s Directory of Cumberland 

1910 

As well as The 

George Hotel, there 

are other Penrith 

businesses listed, 

which are familiar 

names today. 

The image above  is taken from the 1921 edition of Kelly’s 

Directory of Cumberland and Westmorland and lists an-

other hotel, the Gloucester Arms, as well as James and 

John Graham Ltd, the grocers. 
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Ref: Kelly’s Directory of Cumberland 1894 

Ref: ct05120 George Hotel 

The George Hotel 

The proprietor of the George Hotel in 1881 

was John W Armstrong, according to the 

1881 census return and this etching image. 

His eldest son Robert is listed 

as Hotel Clerk, while his 

younger sons are all listed as 

scholars. However, by 1894, 

Frederick Armstrong is listed 

as proprietor of the hotel, as 

seen in the Kelly’s Directory 

entry. 

John Armstrong died in 1882 

and by looking at his will, we 

can see who his executors 

were and how his personal 

and business estates were to 

be divided.  

 

Ref: PROB 1882 w176 
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The George Hotel  

One of the most valuable tools for local and 

family history researchers is the census. 

The census takes place every 10 years and 

provides a snapshot into the lives of people 

through the decades. It shows where someone 

was on that particular day and gradually more 

and more information has been added to the 

form. 

Ref: ct31530 George Hotel 

For more information on the census, visit the Cumbria Archives 

Family History website cumbria.gov.uk/archives/familyhistory  

For example, Frederick Armstrong, proprietor of The George Hotel was not in residence 

for the 1911 census. He and his wife were enjoying a well-earned holiday, as the census 

entry for the Metropole Hotel in Blackpool shows! 

It must have been a fairly grand hotel, as the census return shows it has having 60 rooms. 

The guests are generally professionals such as a chemist, a barrister, an engineer, mer-

chants and a brewery director. 
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The George Hotel 

& the 1921 Census 

The newly-released 1921 census 

gives us more recent information on 

people and places. The 1921 Kelly’s 

Directory listed  Frederick Armstrong 

as the proprietor but the 1921 census 

form gives is more detail about others 

in the establishment. 

The census is listing ages in years and months, but also looking at personal occupations 

and places of work. “Men, Widowers and Widows” are also asked to list all living children 

and step-children, regardless of where they are at the time. 

Produced by Carlisle Library & Carlisle Archive Centre 

Images courtesy of cumbriaimagebank.org.uk  

Census information from findmypast.co.uk 


