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VISUAL INTERPRETATION 

OBJECTIVE:  

To engage your creativity by creating a visual representation of a key 
theme, character, or scene from a literary text. This activity encourages you 
to interpret the text through art, using imagery and symbolism to express 
your understanding of the text in a creative way. 

Purpose of this Activity: This activity allows you to engage with a literary 
text through a creative, visual medium. By creating an artwork that reflects 
key aspects of the text, you will explore how symbols, imagery, and themes 
can be interpreted and expressed through visual art, offering new insights 
into literature. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Select a Text: 

○ Choose a text we’ve read in class. You will create a visual 
representation of a key theme, character, or important scene 
from the text. 

 
2. Choose Your Focus: 

○ Decide what aspect of the text you want to focus on: 
■ Theme: Visualize a central theme such as isolation, 

ambition, or creation. 
■ Character: Create an image that represents the 

complexity of a key character, such as Victor 
Frankenstein or the creature. 

■ Scene: Depict an important scene, such as the moment of 
the creature’s creation or Victor’s confrontation with the 
creature. 

 
3. Create Your Visual Representation: 

○ Using drawing, painting, collage, or digital art, create a visual 
piece that reflects your chosen theme, character, or scene. Your 
work should incorporate: 

■ Symbolism: Include symbols or elements that represent 
important aspects of the text. For example, you might use 
chains to symbolize how Victor Frankenstein feels 
trapped by his own ambitions. 

■ Imagery: Use imagery to capture the emotions, tone, and 
atmosphere of the text. For instance, dark, stormy colors 
might reflect the ominous mood in Frankenstein. 
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4. Write a Brief Explanation: 

○ Along with your visual representation, write a brief explanation 
(1 page) describing your creative choices: 

■ What theme, character, or scene did you choose, and 
why? 

■ How do the symbols or imagery in your artwork relate to 
the text? 

■ What new interpretations or insights did you develop 
through this visual approach to the text? 

 
5. Share Your Work: 

○ Be prepared to present your visual representation. Explain the 
artistic choices you made and how your work reflects the text’s 
themes, characters, or events. 

 
6. Class Discussion: 

○ After presentations, we will discuss: 
■ How visual art can be used to interpret literature. 
■ The role of symbolism and imagery in both art and 

literature. 
■ How creating a visual representation helps deepen your 

understanding. 
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VISUAL INTERPRETATION RUBRIC 

Criteria Excellent (7-8 
points) 

Good (5-6 points) Satisfactory (3-4 
points) 

Limited (1-2 
points) 

Creativity 
and 
Originality 

Demonstrates 
exceptional 
creativity and 
originality in the 
visual 
representation. 
The artwork is 
imaginative, 
unique, and 
provides fresh 
interpretations of 
the text. 

Shows solid 
creativity in the 
artwork. The visual 
representation is 
engaging, though 
the creative 
choices may not be 
as bold or 
innovative as they 
could be. 

Provides some 
creativity, but the 
artwork may rely on 
conventional ideas 
or symbols. The 
visual 
representation is 
clear but lacks 
imaginative depth. 

Shows little to 
no creativity. The 
artwork is 
minimal, lacks 
originality, or 
closely follows 
the expected 
interpretation 
with few new 
elements. 

Use of 
Symbolism 
and Imagery 

Skillfully uses 
symbolism and 
imagery to 
represent key 
themes, 
characters, or 
scenes. The 
visual elements 
are meaningful 
and enhance the 
interpretation of 
the text. 

Uses symbolism 
and imagery 
effectively, though 
some elements 
may not be as 
developed or fully 
explored. The visual 
representation 
generally enhances 
understanding of 
the text. 

Includes basic 
symbolism and 
imagery, but they 
may lack depth or 
clarity. The 
connection between 
the visual elements 
and the text may be 
limited or 
underdeveloped. 

Shows little to 
no use of 
symbolism or 
imagery. The 
visual elements 
are unclear, 
simplistic, or fail 
to connect 
meaningfully to 
the text. 

Connection 
to the Text 

The visual 
representation 
shows a deep 
connection to 
the text, with 
clear and 
thoughtful 
interpretations of 
its themes, 
characters, or 
scenes. The 
artwork reveals 
new insights into 
the text. 

Shows a good 
connection to the 
text, with clear 
references to 
themes, characters, 
or scenes. Some 
interpretations 
may lack depth, 
but the relationship 
between the 
artwork and text is 
mostly clear. 

Provides some 
connection to the 
text, but the 
interpretation may 
be unclear or 
underdeveloped. 
The relationship 
between the 
artwork and text is 
basic. 

Shows little to 
no connection to 
the text. The 
visual 
representation 
lacks references 
to the themes, 
characters, or 
events of the 
text, with no 
meaningful 
interpretation. 
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Criteria Excellent (7-8 
points) 

Good (5-6 points) Satisfactory (3-4 
points) 

Limited (1-2 
points) 

Explanation 
and 
Presentation 

The written 
explanation is 
insightful and 
clearly explains 
the artistic 
choices made. 
The presentation 
is engaging, and 
the student 
articulates how 
the artwork 
reflects the text’s 
themes, 
characters, or 
scenes. 

The explanation 
provides a good 
understanding of 
the artistic choices, 
though some areas 
may lack depth. 
The presentation is 
clear and shows a 
good 
understanding of 
the text. 

The explanation 
offers basic insights 
but may be unclear 
or underdeveloped. 
The presentation 
lacks depth, and 
connections to the 
text may be vague 
or incomplete. 

The explanation 
is poorly 
developed or 
missing. The 
presentation is 
unclear, and the 
student provides 
little to no 
explanation of 
how the artwork 
relates to the 
text. 

 
 


