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Our MISSION

Mercy College of Health Sciences prepares graduates for service and leadership in the healthcare
community by integrating its Core Values with a professional and liberal arts and sciences education.

Our VISION

Mercy College of Health Sciences will be a locally and regionally recognized leader, transforming
students into healthcare professionals who live out and extend our ministry of healing.

Our VALUES
Mercy College of Health Sciences is a Catholic institution of higher education, rooted in the heritage of
the Sisters of Mercy, and guided by our Core Values of knowledge, reverence, integrity, compassion, and

excellence.

Our HISTORY

In 1899, Mercy College of Health Sciences was founded as a Catholic institution of higher education

by the Sisters of Mercy. Established initially to educate nurses, Mercy College has evolved into a robust
campus community with 16 unique certificate, associate, bachelor’'s,and master's degree pathways.
Guided by a continued call to serve others, Mercy College remains dedicated to empowering students
through compassionate teaching. As a leader in health sciences education, Mercy College actively
works to meet the growing demands of healthcare professionals. Mercy College continues to uphold
the legacy of the Sisters of Mercy, developing servant leaders rooted in the Core Values of knowledge,
reverence, integrity, compassion, and excellence.




CHARGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND DEGCREE CONFERRAL

DR. ADREAIN M. HENRY, op, EdD, MBA, MA

President, Mercy College of Health Sciences

Dear Graduates of the Class of 2026,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, faculty, and staff, congratulations
on completing your studies at Mercy College of Health Sciences.

Today, we gather with pride and gratitude to celebrate this meaningful
milestone as you step into your calling as healthcare professionals. Your
late nights of study, rigorous exams, and unwavering commitment
have led you to this well-earned achievement.

During your time at Mercy College, you have been formed by our
Catholic heritage and the enduring legacy of the Sisters of Mercy, who
founded our College in 1899. These values have prepared you to enter
the healthcare workforce with both skill and compassion. As lifelong
Guardians, you are called to care for and protect the dignity of every
patient you serve, a responsibility needed now more than ever.

As Mercy College looks toward a bold future grounded in our mission
and responsive to the evolving needs of the healthcare workforce,

you remain an essential part of our cormmunity. While your time as a
student comes to a close, you will always be a Mercy College Guardian.
| encourage you to stay connected as an alum and return to campus
as we continue to grow and serve.

We are proud of you and confident in the difference you will make as
servant-leaders in our community.

Go Guardians!

Adreain M. Henry, OD, EdD, MBA, MA



ORDER OF EXERCISES

ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL
Matthew Soeghay

CALL TO ORDER
Timothy Laurent, EAD
Provost; Vice President, Academic Affairs

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Matthew Soeghay

INVOCATION
Matthew Halbach, PhD
Vice President, Mission and Campus Culture

BLESSING OF THE HANDS
Sr. Maurita Soukup, RSM, PhD, RN, MSN
Health Trustee and Nurse Consultant Researcher,
Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas; Member, Board of Directors
Matthew Halbach, PhD
Vice President, Mission and Campus Culture

STUDENT ADDRESS
Mariah Burkett
Associate of Science in Diagnostic Medical Sonography Candidate, Class of 2026

INTRODUCTION TO COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS SPEAKER
Adreain Henry, OD, EAD, MBA, MA
President, Mercy College of Health Sciences

ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATES
Jennie Baranczyk, MS
Head Coach, Women's Basketball, University of Oklahoma

RECOGNITION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Lyneene Richardson, MEd
Dean, Student Affairs

RECOGNITION OF NURSING PIN & DAISY AWARD RECIPIENTS
Vincent Salyers, EAD

Dean, Nursing



PRESENTATION AND CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREES
Adreain Henry, OD, EAD, MBA, MA
President, Mercy College of Health Sciences

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES
Timothy Laurent, EAD
Provost; Vice President, Academic Affairs

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Adreain Henry, OD, EAD, MBA, MA
President, Mercy College of Health Sciences

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WELCOME
Melanie Campbell, MBA
Vice President, Institutional Advancement & Community Engagement

RECITATION OF THE SUSCIPE OF CATHERINE MCAULEY
Sr. Maurita Soukup, RSM, PhD, RN, MSN
Health Trustee and Nurse Consultant Researcher
Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas; Member, Board of Directors

My God, | am yours for time and eternity.

Teach me to cast myself entirely

into the arms of your loving Providence

with a lively, unlimited confidence in your compassionate, tender pity.
Grant, O most merciful Redeemer,

that whatever you ordain or permit may be acceptable to me.

Take from my heart all painful anxiety;

let nothing sadden me but sin,

nothing delight me but the hope of coming to the possession of You,
my God and my all, in your everlasting kingdom.

BENEDICTION
The Most Reverend William M. Joensen, PhD
Bishop, Diocese of Des Moines; Member, Board of Directors

ACADEMIC RECESSIONAL
Matthew Soeghay

Family members are invited to come forward to take pictures of their graduate during the
Presentation of Degree Candidates.



GUEST SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

MARIAH BURKETT
Diagnostic Medical Sonography Candidate, Class of 2026

Mariah Burkett is graduating this spring with an Associate

of Science in Diagnostic Medical Sonography. She will begin
her career as a cardiac sonographer at MercyOne lowa Heart
Center, where she looks forward to growing both clinically and
professionally while making a meaningful impact in patients’
lives. Within the next year, Mariah plans to pursue her pediatric
sonography boards, further expanding her expertise and
commitment to the field.

Mariah is especially passionate about supporting future
sonography students and is committed to strengthening the
preceptor program for those who follow.

She resides in Waukee, lowa, with her husband, Bill, and their
four children, Forrest, Franny, Freddy, and Franklin. Outside of her
career, Mariah enjoys spending time with her family, cheering

on her children in their sports and dance activities, and making
memories through boating and camping.

JENNIE BARANCZYK, MS

Head Coach, Women's Basketball, University of Oklahoma

Jennie Baranczyk serves as head coach of the University of
Oklahoma women'’s basketball team, where she has quickly
established one of the nation's most competitive and respected
programs. A three-time National Coach of the Year finalist and
the 2024 Big 12 Coach of the Year, she has led Oklahoma to five
consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances, including Sweet 16
runs in 2025 and 2026.

A native of lowa and a graduate of Dowling Catholic High School,
Baranczyk was a standout student-athlete at the University of lowa
before beginning her coaching career. She spent nine seasons at
Drake University, where she built a championship-caliber program
and earned multiple Missouri Valley Conference Coach of the Year
honors. Known for her energy, leadership, and commitment to
developing student-athletes both on and off the court, she has
earned national recognition for her impact on the game.

Baranczyk's connection to Mercy College is both personal and meaningful, as she is the daughter of
Joyce and Terry Lillis, whose transformational gift established the Joyce E. Lillis School of Nursing.



DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS

JOYCE E. LILLIS, MSN AND TERRANCE J. LILLIS, MS

Joyce E. and Terrance (Terry) J. Lillis
are distinguished philanthropists
whose lives and careers reflect a
deep commitment to advancing
education, faith, and healthcare.
Joyce built an extraordinary career
in nursing spanning more than

four decades, beginning as a staff
nurse at Kossuth County Hospital
and later serving as a public health
administrator for the lowa County
Public Health Agency. After relocating
to Des Moines, she joined MercyOne
Des Moines Medical Center while
earning her Master of Science in
Nursing from Drake University,
ultimately serving in a variety of leadership roles across MercyOne. In 1999, she was named director of
Mercy Home Care, where she led and supported more than 100 healthcare professionals, ensuring the
delivery of high-quality, compassionate care.

—

Throughout her career, Joyce was widely recognized for excellence in nursing leadership, including
being named one of lowa's 100 Great Nurses. Even in retirement, she remains actively engaged in
advancing healthcare through volunteer service and ongoing advocacy for nursing education.

Terry began his career as an educator, coach, and veteran, demonstrating an early commmitment to
mentorship and leadership that has continued through his philanthropic and community engagement
efforts alongside Joyce. He joined Principal Financial Group in 1982, holding various leadership roles
before being named Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Retirement and Investment
Services. After a distinguished 35-year career, he retired from Principal Financial Group in 2017.

Together, the Lillis' have made an indelible impact on Mercy College of Health Sciences through their
leadership and generosity. Their transformational gift established the Joyce E. Lillis School of Nursing,
expanding opportunities for students and strengthening the College’s ability to address critical
workforce needs across lowa. Their philanthropy also includes the creation of the Joyce E. Lillis Endowed
Nursing Scholarship and longstanding service to the College, including Joyce's role as Mercy College
Board Chair.

Joyce and Terry Lillis emnbody the mission and values of Mercy through their unwavering dedication

to education, compassionate healthcare, and faith. In recognition of their profound contributions and
enduring legacy, Mercy College of Health Sciences proudly confers upon them the degree of Doctor of
Humane Letters, honoris causa.




NURSING
RECOGNITIONS & AWARDS

PINNING

The tradition of graduates receiving a pin commemorates the completion of students’' formal nursing
coursework and the beginning of their professional careers as nurses. It is an important milestone

in every nurse’s journey and symbolizes the hard work and dedication shown as students in their
classrooms and in their clinical experiences. The Mercy College Nursing Pin unites all graduating nurses
with those who have come before them and serves as a reminder of their time at Mercy College of
Health Sciences, as well as their lifelong commmitment to serve their patients with the College’s Core
Values.

Spring 2026 nursing degree candidates will receive nursing pins as they cross the Commencement stage.
Fall 2025 graduates received their pins prior to today’s ceremony. Summer 2026 degree candidates will
receive their pins upon completion of their degree requirements at a ceremony this summer.

DAISY AWARD

The DAISY (Diseases Attacking the Immune System) Foundation was established in memory of Patrick
Barnes, who passed away in late 1999 following a long hospital stay. In Patrick's honor, the Foundation
established The DAISY Award, which recognizes extraordinary nurses for their compassionate care
toward their patients. In 2010, the Foundation also established the DAISY Award for Extraordinary
Nursing Faculty to honor the contributions faculty make to the future of the nursing profession.
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TRADITIONS OF
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE

TRADITIONS OF ACADEMIA

Many of the traditions surrounding academic ceremonies—such as inaugurations and
commencements—can be traced back to the Middle Ages, when universities were first formed. Gowns
and regalia, for example, were common forms of dress for academics during the era. Today, participants
wear colorful gowns, cords, and stoles to signify their alma maters and highest degrees received. The
current traditions of academic garb and similar symbols reflect the continuity and strength of higher
education in today’s culture. Two symbols particularly important to Mercy College of Health Sciences
are the Mace and Presidential Chain of Office, both of which are displayed in the Office of the President
throughout the academic year.

TRADITIONS OF THE CHAIN OF OFFICE

The tradition of a chain of office goes back to the civic life of communities during the Middle Ages. Upon
his investiture, the new mayor of a town was given a chain of medallions. Each medallion represented
the individual guilds of the town, linked together and working for the welfare of the community. In
medieval universities, the chief official—or rector magnificus—held authority similar to that of the
mayor in civil society. Thus, he, too, was honored with a chain of office. Rather than the guild medallions,
however, the academic chain of office consisted of the insignia of all of the colleges of the university.

Today, Mercy College of Health Sciences’ Presidential Chain of Office represents a similar unity of
departments and programs. The medallion at the end of the Chain of Office is the Mercy College Seal,
the unifying emblem which embodies the history and foundation of the College. Open book medals
spaced along the length of the Chain are engraved with the Core Values of the institution: knowledge,
reverence, integrity, compassion, and excellence

TRADITIONS OF THE MACE

Maces were clubs used primarily by medieval military officers during times of war. In more peaceful
times, the mace came to represent the power of leadership and the pride of nations. Colleges and
universities have adopted this symbol for their own purposes, using the mace in important ceremonies
and institutional installations. It is carried at academic processions not only to bring an authority to
ceremonial occasions, but also to symbolize the unity of vision and pride of purpose in the institution.




COMMENCEMENT HONORS

Mercy College recognizes the achievements of its graduates by awarding the following commmencement
honors.

Gold Cords: Academic Honors - Given in recognition of outstanding academic achievements.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Summa Cum Laude: Cumulative GPA of 3.8 or above.
Magna Cum Laude: Cumulative GPA between 3.650 to 3.799.
Cum Laude: Cumulative GPA between 3500 to 3.649.

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
Highest Honors: Cumulative GPA of 3.8 or above.
High Honors: Cumulative GPA between 3.650 to 3.799.
Honors: Cumulative GPA between 3.500 to 3.649.

CERTIFICATE & DIPLOMA
Highest Honors: Cumulative GPA of 3.8 or above.
High Honors: Cumulative GPA between 3.650 to 3.799.
Honors: Cumulative GPA between 3.500 to 3.649.

Purple Cords: Student Leadership — Given in recognition of student leadership contributions to Mercy
College student organizations.

Red, White, and Blue Cords: Military — Given in recognition of military service to the United States of
America.

Silver Cords: Service Learning - Given in recognition of students who have demonstrated outstanding
contributions to their communities and exceptional concern and service toward those who are
underserved and disadvantaged.

Other Cords: Student Organizations - Individuals may adorn cords to symbolize membership in
recognized Mercy College student organizations including the Diversity Club, Mercy College Association
of Nursing Students (MCANS), Science Club, and Student Senate.

Commencement honors are determined based on most recent semester cumulative grade point average. Final honors will

be determined by final cumulative grade point average. The names listed in this program represent fall graduates along with

spring and summer candidates for graduation. Degrees will be conferred upon completion of all requirements.




COMMENCEMENT AWARDS

Peer Mentor Award - Recognizes students who have demonstrated compassion by providing
academic and emotional support to another student.

Service Learning Award - Recognizes students who have demonstrated concern for those who are
underserved and disadvantaged by providing exemplary service to those individuals.

Clinical Award - Recognizes students who have consistently served as role models of excellence,
compassion, concern, and respect in all clinical interactions, going beyond the Mercy College
expectations of consistency and quality of performance.

Outstanding Student Award — Recognizes students who have served as role models for peers and have
demonstrated overall excellence in their academic, clinical, servant, and collegiate lives.

Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT) Certificate of Excellence -
Recognizes a student graduating from an accredited radiologic technology program for achieving
excellence in the radiologic sciences. The Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic
Technology recognizes a single Mercy College student based upon the recommmendation of clinical
preceptors and faculty.

Alpha Eta National Allied Health Honor Society — Recognizes Allied Health baccalaureate, associate,
and post-degree certificate graduates who have maintained a cumulative grade point average of 3.5
or higher. No more than 20% of the graduating class of a specified program is invited to membership.
It is the intent of the Society to recognize potential and actual professional attainments. Demonstrated
academic, scholarly, and clinical excellence are part of the criteria for membership.

Sigma Theta Tau International — Zeta Chi-at-Large — Recognizes outstanding nursing students

in pursuit of a Bachelor of Science in Nursing who have remained in the top 30% of their class and
maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher. Students must also embody the Mercy College Core
Values and represent themselves as compassionate and knowledgeable members of the nursing
profession. Upon their admittance to the honor society, students become members of a worldwide
community of nurses who hold themselves and their nursing profession to the high standard of
excellence incumbent upon Sigma Theta Tau members.




2026 CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

HEALTHCARE ADMINISTRATION
Maureen E Amobi

Jada Marie Binder, Summa Cum Laude

Adna Devedzic, Cum Laude

Anajla Dezic, Summa Cum Laude,
Outstanding Student Award

Isabel Alejandra Garst

Alejandra Gonzalez, Magna Cum Laude,
Service Learning Award

Kristin A Mein, Summa Cum Laude, Peer
Mentor Award

Raya Alyce Olson, Summa Cum Laude,
Outstanding Student Award

Tonnie Carolyn Ratzesberger

David Sida Carrillo, Magna Cum Laude,
Clinical Award

Marqua Ariel Stanford, Summa Cum Laude

Hunter T Stiles, Summa Cum Laude,
Outstanding Student Award

NURSING

Lidia T Abai

Breanna McKenzie Ackerman, Cum Laude
Bailey Jaclyn Adams, Summa Cum Laude
Cheyenne Renea Andrews

Alondra Avila

Kaeley Mae Axmear, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Fatima Amadou Ba, Cum Laude, Sigma Theta
Tau International, Pinning Recipient

Anna Marie Babcock, Summa Cum Laude
Bemen Baceleos, Summa Cum Laude
Delaney Baldwin

Alonso David Barahona, Pinning Recipient

Ryanne Elizabeth Barker, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Shelbi Lynne Beckman, Pinning Recipient
Katelyn Sue Bell

Kayla Anne Berry, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Cadence Alivia Bertram, Summa Cum Laude
Melinda T. Bianchi

Alyssa Kay Bice, Magna Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient, DAISY Nominee

Alexandra Grace Bradford, Magna Cum
Laude

Melinda Jo Brahms-Cambage

Victoria Emily Breitbach, Pinning Recipient
Gia G Brichetto

Alyssa Ann Briggs, Magna Cum Laude
Haylie Ann Bryant

Ellison Ruth Burnes

Adeline Ngwepuh Chofong

Isabelle Nichole Cochran

Veronica Jo Cochran, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Luke Anthony Condy
Denali Elizabeth Conover

Lily Tiongson Corey, Magna Cum Laude,
Pinning Recipient

Riley Joe Marie Dailey, Pinning Recipient
Yosan T Daniel, Summa Cum Laude
Hailey Ann Darrah, Pinning Recipient
Delaney Jo deBoom

Anne Marie DeVries, Pinning Recipient

Marieclaire Dinkalambi, Magna Cum Laude,
Pinning Recipient, DAISY Nominee

Grace A Dotson



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Madison Marie Driskill, Magna Cum Laude
Abbigail Marie Duckett, Pinning Recipient

Riley Ann Dupont, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient, DAISY Nominee

Danielle Geneva Eernisse, Summa Cum
Laude

Dina Asem Elabd, Magna Cum Laude

Grace Lavinia Eness, Cum Laude

Teodosia Evuna Ayétebe

Noelle Elizabeth Field

Kayla Jean Fincham

Nicole Marie Frank, Cum Laude

Joshua Anthony Friedman, Pinning Recipient

Lillian Garcia, Pinning Recipient, DAISY
Nominee

Brianna Lynn Gardner

Blessing Gaye

Medhanie M Gebru

Soliana Ghebrezghi Ghirmay, Cum Laude,
Minh C. Giang

Meredith Ann Glas, Summa Cum Laude,
Mariana Gonzalez

Jenna Kay Gronewold, Cum Laude, Sigma
Theta Tau International, Pinning Recipient

Karlee M Grove, Magna Cum Laude
Isabella Kathleen Gusse

Keilyn Michelle Hahn

Denise Nicole Hamilton

Kaitlyn Elisabeth Hamlett, Cum Laude,
Pinning Recipient

Peyton Lynn Hanson, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Catherine lvis Hardy, Summa Cum Laude,
Sigma Theta Tau International, Pinning
Recipient

Azra Hasanic

Fana Hayleslasea

Grace Ann Heitman

Draven Megan Howard

Sue D Htoo

Jodi Jean Huhn, Pinning Recipient

Andrew William Johnston, Magna Cum
Laude

Camry Hope Jones
Elizabeth N Kamau, Pinning Recipient
Daljeet Kaur

Ella G Keenan, Magna Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

McKenzie Marie Perreault, Pinning Recipient

Samantha Elizabeth Kilberg, Pinning
Recipient

Jenny Chai Kim, Magna Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Isabella Kim

Claire Anne Knudsen

Kate Jacquelyn Kralik, Cum Laude
Audrey E Kramer, Pinning Recipient
Karoline Lynn Kroll, Pinning Recipient
Chezlie Faye R. Labrador

Brooke Leslie Larson

Mya J Lawlor, Pinning Recipient
Jessica A Leonard

Alli Loc, Summa Cum Laude

Yadira Maria Lopez, Pinning Recipient
Michelle Lopez

Zeke Thomas Lundquist

Sadie Rose Lunsford, Magna Cum Laude

Dou Lyu, Cum Laude, Sigma Theta Tau
International, Pinning Recipient

Cheyenne B Macek-Jasper, Summa Cum
Laude

Aster Gebrekidan Mael, Summa Cum Laude,
Pinning Recipient, DAISY Nominee



2026 CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE continuep

Lauryn Elizabeth Maggart
Jane Wahura Maina
Delaney Shae Mart

Tatianna Martin, Pinning Recipient, DAISY
Nominee

Carmin Martinez, Cum Laude
Logan James Maxwell

Nafisatu Matina Mayah, Summa Cum Laude,
Sigma Theta Tau International, Pinning
Recipient

Sokem Ngale Mbuuh-Kulle, Summa Cum
Laude, Pinning Recipient, DAISY Nominee

Kristen Lynn McRoy, Pinning Recipient

Yodit Gebremichael Menghistu, Magna Cum
Laude,

Marisol Meza

Afor Midred, Pinning Recipient
Belle Marie Miller

Audrey Miller, Summa Cum Laude

Delanie Ryann Moeggenberg, Pinning
Recipient

Mara S Moeller

Madison Kay Mohr

Emily Moser, Pinning Recipient

Macie Sierra Mosher

Rylie Grace Moss, Summa Cum Laude
Miranda Elyse Mubhlstein

Prince Cesar Mukiza

Jessica Danielle Murrey, Pinning Recipient
Kimbeline Neh Musong Nina

Odrine Kudi Menging Nanuta, Pinning
Recipient

Sharon A Ndah
Arminda Nikkole Neppl

Sylvie Ngenda

Christina Carolyn Nichols, Summa Cum
Laude, Pinning Recipient

Makayla Rai Nine

Ava Lane Noland

Filmawit Tesfamariam Okubay
Stella C Okwu

Jennifer Obianuju Omema, Magna Cum
Laude

Laramie Rose O'Sullivan, Magna Cum Laude
Jacob Michael Ouverson, Cum Laude
Hannah Mari Jo Pederson

Paige Elizabeth Peer

Kierston Kikia Perry, Pinning Recipient
Charlotte A Peters

Cali Jayne Petersen, Pinning Recipient
Eric S Petersen, Magna Cum Laude
Damian Mae Peterson, Pinning Recipient
Ambrael Marie Petulla, Pinning Recipient
Kinzie Danielle Peyton

Daniel James Pilawski

Dillon D Piper, Summa Cum Laude

Asiya Abdul Qayyum, Cum Laude
Elizabeth Miranda Quam

Jasmeen Rani, Pinning Recipient, DAISY
Nominee

Hannah L Rauschenberg, Magna Cum Laude

Kristin Michelle Richardson, Summa Cum
Laude, Pinning Recipient, Sigma Theta Tau
International, DAISY Nominee

Elizabeth Nicole Richardson, Cum Laude

Natalie A Rickels, Pinning Recipient, DAISY
Nominee



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Carly Adams Ridge

Morgan T Ritland

Emma Joy Rittgers, Summa Cum Laude
Baylee Ann Roberts, Magna Cum Laude
Alaysha Ross, Magna Cum Laude

Thomas Ryan Rotan

Michelle L. Rottink

Keegan Mackenzie Rupp, Pinning Recipient

Madison Schaben, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Michaela DeAnn Schlup, Summa Cum Laude

Naomi Ruth SchraderBachar, Pinning
Recipient

Delanie L Schultz

Madilyn Shea Simon, Pinning Recipient
Erika-Mychael Skogerson

Colleen Suzanne Smith, Pinning Recipient
Connor Smith, Pinning Recipient
Samantha Marie Snuttjer

Breann Marie Steim

Bailey Nicole Stewart, Magna Cum Laude
Kateryna Sun, Pinning Recipient

Nicole Joy Swanson

Dylan Marie Sweeney

Maelani Aniceta Marie Tavake Pena
Grace Nicole Taylor

Syntyche Acho Teche, Cum Laude, Pinning
Recipient

Samrawit Tsegay Tekle

Olivia A Thoen

Annie Claire Thomas, Pinning Recipient
Jessica Marie Thomas

Jordan J Thomas

Zacary Neil Tietjens, Cum Laude

Dieula Toussaint

Nicole Lynn Towsley, Magna Cum Laude
Isabella Ruth Josefina Tranquilino
Jordyn Tiana Troster

B’elanna Ryan Trulove, Cum Laude
Katelyn Turbett, Cum Laude

Meredith Ann Umland, Pinning Recipient
Eva Moellring Van de Mortel

Sarah Rose VanAmburg, Cum Laude
Kylee Lynn Vaudt, Magna Cum Laude
Rhea B Velasquez

Affiong Victor-Ayara, Pinning Recipient
Jessica Kieu Man Vu

Madison Josephine Wakefield

Riyan A Ward

Dakota Lynn Watson, Pinning Recipient
Destiny Nicole Watson

Peter A Weirup, Pinning Recipient

Riley Anne Wiederholt

Macy Ann Wiley

Breana Kay Yuska, Magna Cum Laude,
Pinning Recipient

Bailey Michelle Zoss

Julianna Mia Zuniga

PUBLIC HEALTH

Ashley V Booher, Summa Cum Laude,
Outstanding Student Award, Service Learning
Award

Nicolina Jo Kempf Magna Cum Laude



2026 CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL
SONOGRAPHY

Emily Taylor Marie Adams, Highest Honors

Ashlyn Samone Bahnsen, Highest Honors,
Clinical Award

Gabrielle Marie Kiah Diane Bearden, Honors
Katherine J Bickel, Highest Honors
Elaina Lin Borg, Highest Honors

Mariah Kai Burkett, Honors, Service Learning
Award

Claire Noelle Eckenrod, Highest Honors, Peer
Mentor Award

Sasha Giselle Espinoza Rios

Alli Kay Gray, Highest Honors, Service
Learning Award, Outstanding Student Award

Abigail Rebeckah Lynne Haman, High Honors

McKayla Kirk Harris, Highest Honors,
Outstanding Student Award

Sarah B Hood, Highest Honors

Kristlyn Elise Johnson, Highest Honors
Hannah Rose King, Highest Honors
Riley Shayne Leaders, High Honors

Brianna Alizee Medina Gomez, Highest
Honors

Lanae Kathryn Ohl, Highest Honors

Madeline Sue Oosterhouse, Highest Honors,
Peer Mentor Award

Olivia Michelle Perkins, High Honors
Shelby Marie Louise Peter

Brianna Rose Powers, Highest Honors
Kaylie Nicole Shields, Highest Honors

Brittany Anne Wasden, Highest Honors,
Clinical Award

Megan Eileen Widner, Highest Honors

Rachel Ellen Williams, High Honors
Kiley Jolynn Zeigler

EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES

Callie Rae Garcia, Highest Honors
John A Kazwell, Honors

Aaron Michael Parker Mattison, Highest
Honors

Mackenzie Marie Plum, Highest Honors
Ella Marie Powers, Highest Honors

Andrew William Reed, Honors

MEDICAL ASSISTING

Aneb Aden Abdullahi, High Honors
Khryssa K Anderson, Highest Honors
Jessica Lynn Buch, High Honors
Maggie L Frank, Highest Honors

Tianna Nicole Martin, Honors

Viban Anim Ngu Anwei, Highest Honors
Luz Minelly Rios, Honors

Jenna Schlueter, Highest Honors

NURSING

Beatrice Joanne Abang-Ntuen
Brealyn Pearl Anderson

Charnise A Tate, Pinning Recipient

Rozete Byondo, Pinning Recipient, DAISY
Nominee

Shayla Julieann Christensen, Pinning
Recipient

Morgan Lynay Daters
Shelby Nicole Dickson



ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Lucrezia Edwards, Pinning Recipient
Haley O Ellsworth

Martha M Frank

Elizabeth Gabbard

Laresia Nde Ngum Gawum

Embaba Semere Gebregzaber, Pinning
Recipient

Lexi Rae Heuton

Karah Marie Hill, High Honors
Elizabeth Catherine Keylon
Breanna J Kidder

Hollie Lynn Kirchoff

Adison Paige Koester

Erin R Kopp, Pinning Recipient
Katelyn Ann Lee

Adhieu Mayen

Willena N. Swen McKay, Pinning Recipient
Lacie L. Morris

Juan Jacobo Munoz

Hannah Ruth Nelson, High Honors
Taylor L Novotny, Pinning Recipient
Kristin Kay Ohmart

Janet Ortiz

Ebony Nicole Rodgers, Pinning Recipient,
DAISY Nominee

Jalyn Chase Simon, Pinning Recipient
Shelby Joan Stein

Santina Maria Stevens

Rebeka Marie Teumer

Jenny Thor

Ashlin Ricelle Van Gundy, Pinning Recipient
Cassidy L Walz

Shelbi Cheyenne Weaver, Pinning Recipient
Aleisha D Wright, Pinning Recipient
Heather M Wright

PHYSICAL THERAPIST
ASSISTANT

Elizabeth Kaye Belden, High Honors
Kylie Joanne Brand, Honors

Mia Lynn Dexter

Abdullah Ehsan, High Honors
Quentin C Erickson, High Honors
Cadence Rae Heilman

Christina Nicole Hora, High Honors
Lexi Joy Lewis, Highest Honors
Ashley Michelle Luna, High Honors
Jason G Padilla, Honors

Ella Claire Patterson, Highest Honors
Grace F Schewe, High Honors
Andrew J Stadnick, High Honors

Addison Marie Thompson, High Honors

RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY
Jenna Lynne Conry, Clinical Award

Brina J. Coppi

Madison Clair Kent

Brianna Dianne Kirkpatrick, High Honors

Taylor Madison Knutson, Highest Honors,
JRCERT Certificate of Excellence Award, Alpha
Eta National Honor Society

Alexandra Christine Manley, Honors
Emma Grace Messerich, High Honors

Jordan Alice Ratigan, Highest Honors,
Outstanding Student Award, Alpha Eta
National Honor Society

Samantha Jasmine Robles, High Honors
Adele Houbo Tang, Highest Honors
Abigail Ann Van De Boe, Honors



2026 CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

DIPLOMA

PRACTICAL NURSING
Katie Akers

Nicole Noel Allsup

Trisha Kay Clinton

Shelby Nicole Dickson
Laresia Nde Ngum Gawum
Peyton Noelle Goode
Giovanni Luciano Ivey
lyona Alice Johnson
Elizabeth Catherine Keylon
Dylan Koa Knief

Katelyn Ann Lee

Amelia Irene Mathis

CERTIFICATE

MEDICAL ASSISTING
Aneb Aden Abdullahi, Certificate High Honors

Tatiana Yasmin Aguilar Rivera, Certificate
Honors

Elaf Alaa Aljashaami, Certificate Highest
Honors

Khryssa K Anderson, Certificate Highest
Honors

Kori Anderson

Viban Anim Ngu Anwei, Highest Honors

Alisa A Aparo, Certificate Highest Honors
Amy Renee Beliel, Certificate Honors

Leslie Lizbeth Bermudez, Certificate Honors
Kristen Leigh Lane, Certificate Highest Honors

Rebecca Bowman, Certificate Highest Honors

Adhieu Mayen

Lucy Mugure Mbiyu
Juan Jacobo Munoz
Hannah Ruth Nelson, Diploma High Honors
Jewel Ellen Nordby
Yennifer Anali Sanchez
Levi Bernard Snyder
Santina Maria Stevens
Jenny Thor

Cassidy L Walz
Brittany Marie Wright
Heather M Wright

Capresia Marie Bray, Certificate High Honors
Magdelyn Jean Bruce, Certificate Honors
Brittany Buettgenbach

Amanda Jo Bunkers

Julissa Calderon

Mayela Chaidez-Lopez

Caitlyn Marie Christle, Certificate Highest
Honors

Kelly Renee Comstock, Certificate Honors
Mikkah A Daniels, Certificate High Honors
Maleah Martha Durand

Becca Kaylyn Eaton, Certificate Highest
Honors

Maggie L Frank, Certificate Highest Honors

Terrin Ann Gannon



DIPLOMA/CERTIFICATE

Amanda Lea Gay

Brittany Giefer, Certificate Highest Honors
Bailey Gossman, Certificate Highest Honors
Anya Ann Green

Jordan A Gurnsey, Certificate High Honors
Heather Hagen, Certificate Honors

Baylee Ann Hall

Osheana Marie Harrison

Kyla Jae Haupt

Amanda Hernandez, Certificate High Honors
Indya D Hodges

Jade E Hodne

Sara L Hoffman

Wendy M Jensen, Certificate High Honors

Jodee Michelle Kennel, Certificate High
Honors

Carmen Gloria Koenigshof
Jennifer A Kramme

Sara Danielle Kramme, Certificate Highest
Honors

Hailey Rose Kron, Certificate High Honors

Kelsey DeAnn Lokenvitz, Certificate Highest
Honors

Jennifer Samantha Lopez, Certificate High
Honors

Makayelah Valynceyah Jeanyne Love,
Certificate Highest Honors

Ellison Anne Lovett

Tianna Nicole Martin, Certificate Honors
Patience Adange Mbi, Certificate High Honors
Ashley Lynn McRoberts, Certificate Honors

Yvonne Pearl Meek, Certificate Highest
Honors

Maria Sue Miller, Certificate Highest Honors
Brittany Rae Morgan

Chelsey Elaine Morman

Jennifer Myers, Certificate High Honors

Heather Mai Huong Nguyen, Certificate
Highest Honors

Dina Ntirampeba
Hayley Marie Peterson
Gia Han Phan, Certificate Highest Honors

Rylee Ann Marie Ragan, Certificate Highest
Honors

Chloe Adaira Ries

Ashley M Riley, Certificate Highest Honors
Luz Minelly Rios, Certificate Honors
Cierra Lee Rivera

Lillian Guadalupe Robles, Certificate High
Honors

Lyndesey Ann Rose, Certificate Highest
Honors

Jenna Schlueter, Certificate Highest Honors

Emily Catherine Seals, Certificate Highest
Honors

Bidhya Devi Shah

Laura Jane Shannon, Certificate High Honors
Jennifer Renee Sharkey, Certificate Honors
Lourie Shottenkirk, Certificate Highest Honors
Lisset R Silva

Cenyetta Shantel Smith, Certificate Highest
Honors

Dayanara Lisbeth Soriano-Amaya, Certificate
Highest Honors

Jordan Lee Spooner, Certificate Highest
Honors

Phillip D Staver, Certificate Highest Honors
Joni L Stoner, Certificate Highest Honors
Alexis | Storm

Melissa Marion Francis Taylor

Sayra Tellez

Cassidy M Tompkins

Katie Lynn Trueg, Certificate High Honors



2026 CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

CERTIFICATE continuep

Brooke A Vilcinskas

Idaya Sassyanna Walker

Shawnna T Webster

Morgan A Wentworth, Certificate Honors
Helesia Wesseh

Whitney Wessel, Certificate High Honors
Tonya R Williams

Mikayla Tiana Williams, Certificate Highest
Honors

Alisha Willis, Certificate High Honors
Kassidy Nicole Wuebker

MEDICAL LABORATORY
SCIENCE

Simon Gan, Certificate Honors
Rebecca Christine Jochims
Kim Ly

Hannah Martsching, Certificate Highest
Honors

Alexia L McIntyre, Certificate Honors

Arianna Maria Sitzmann, Certificate Highest
Honors

PARAMEDIC

Tanner Quinn Ayers-Berry, Certificate Highest
Honors

Amanda Marie Beery, Certificate Highest
Honors

Tanner Randall Coe, Certificate Highest
Honors

Nicholas Allen Dilley, Certificate Highest
Honors

Nicholas R Frisch, Certificate High Honors

Callie Rae Garcia, Certificate Highest Honors

Ben Harrison Graham, Certificate High Honors
Craig Greer, Certificate Highest Honors
Michael K Heinz

Robert James Douglas Kreklau

Joshua Jerol Larsen, Certificate High Honors

Brady Richard McMahon, Certificate Highest
Honors

Mackenzie Marie Plum, Certificate Highest
Honors

Ella Marie Powers, Certificate Highest Honors
Daryl Roland
Nathan F Schiltz, Certificate Highest Honors

Sam James Schroedl, Certificate Highest
Honors

Joseph Daniel Schubert, Certificate Highest
Honors

Joshua Marcus Seal, Certificate Highest
Honors

Conner Alan Seymour, Certificate Highest
Honors

Dominique C Tripses, Certificate High Honors

Jonathon David VanDerecken, Certificate
Highest Honors

Jonathan Richard Wilcox

Camden D Winther, Certificate Highest
Honors






COLLEGE FACULTY

Jodi Aldrich, MSN, Assistant Professor

Jennifer Austin, MS, Assistant Professor

Victor Babich, PhD, Associate Professor

Donna Bakken, MSN, Assistant Professor

Ashley Barnard, MEd, Medical Assisting, Program Chair; Instructor
Amy Barry, PhD, Assistant Professor

Mylissa Belieu, DNP, Assistant Professor

John Bieber, MS, Assistant Professor

Allyson Crist, MSN, Assistant Professor

Ela Cuturic, MS, Assistant Professor

Katie Dean, MSN, Assistant Professor

Jane DeGooyer, EdD, Nursing, Program Chair; Assistant Professor
Kyla Dippold, MS, Medical Laboratory Science, Program Chair; Assistant Professor
Jolynn Ernst, DNP, Assistant Professor

David Filipp, EdD, Emergency Medical Serivces, Program Chair; Associate Professor
Justin Helbing, MA, Instructor

Ashley Hoff, DNP, Nursing, Associate Dean; Assistant Professor
Teresa Housley, MSN, Associate Professor

Archana Indira, MD, Assistant Professor

Megan Jenkins, BSN, Instructor

Molly Jennings, MSN, Instructor

Sierra Jones, DNP, Assistant Professor

Ondrea Kearns, MS, Clinical Instructor

Nataliya Khalandovskaya, MSN, Instructor

Gretchen Kilworth, MS, Radiology, Program Chair; Assistant Professor
Ashley Klingaman, BA, Instructor

Christa Knoll-Drobny, MSN, Assistant Professor

Kelly Kraska, MEd, Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Program Chair; Instructor
Katherine Lester, MSN, Assistant Professor

Robin Lindsay, MSN, Assistant Professor

Rachel Logan, MSN, Assistant Professor



Amy MacKrell, PhD, Professor

Ryan Marr, PhD, Liberal Arts and Sciences, Dean; Associate Professor

Lisa Martin, MSN, Associate Professor

Jeannine Matz, PhD, Health Science, Healthcare Administration, and Public Health, Program Chair; Professor
Alex McManus, DNP, Nursing, Program Chair; Assistant Professor

Rachel McMichael, MSN, Instructor

Audra Meyer, EJD, Associate Professor

Joseph Moravec, DMin, Professor

Beth Moss, MSN, Assistant Professor

Allison Nicholson, BSN, Instructor

Jadyn North, AS, Instructor

Truc Nguyen, PhD, Professor

Casey Orth-Nebitt, MS, Assistant Professor

Tim Pearson, DC, Continuing Education, Senior Director; Assistant Professor
Darrin Rasberry, PhD, Assistant Professor

Ashley Reynolds, AS, Instructor

Felicia Rodriguez, DNP, Assistant Professor

Emily Ruehle, MSN, Assistant Professor

Vincent Salyers, EdD, Nursing, Dean

Connor Schmitt, DPT, Physical Therapist Assistant, Program Chair; Assistant Professor
Tonya Shehata, MSN, Assistant Professor

Kendall Sinclair, AS, Instructor

Theresa Smith, PhD, Associate Professor

Rebecca Steidl, PhD, Associate Professor

Lacey Stielow, MS, Assistant Professor

Jody Swensen, MSN, Assistant Professor

Afshin Tabibi, AS, Instructor

Lisa Thuerauf, MSN, Assistant Professor

Janet Whitney, MEd, Assistant Professor

Jennifer Wieland, DNP, Nursing, Program Chair; Associate Professor

Jennifer Wing, DNP, Assistant Professor




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Joyce Lillis, RN, MSN*
Board Chair
Retired Director,
Mercy Home Care

Mark Miller, CMA, CCIM, CPM*
Board Vice Chair & Treasurer
Retired Director
Dupont/Dow/Pioneer

Linda Carter-Lewis*
Board Secretary
Retired Human Resources Manager
CDS Clobal

Heather Campbell, JD, BSN*
ex officio
Chief Legal Officer

MercyOne

Adreain Henry, OD, EdD, MBA*
ex officio
President
Mercy College of Health Sciences

Mark Scheve, BA*
Vice President, Applied Technology Sales
HSM —Munich RE

Kari Boyens, AS
Director, Business Development
McGough

Mike Bringle, MBA
Regional Vice President of Sales
Palmer Group

Alex Broderick, CCIM, CPM
Senior Real Estate Manager
Ryan Companies

The Most Reverend William M. Joensen, PhD
Bishop
Diocese of Des Moines

June Keith, 1D
Staff Attorney
lowa Migrant Movement for Justice

Katrina Lindsey, JD
Chief Legal Officer
Casey's General Stores, Inc.

Marsha McGee, 1D, LLM
First Lady — Quincy University
Former President — Simpson College

Angela Mortoza, RN, BSN, MHA, CRHP
CEO
Dallas County Hospital

Sr Maurita Soukup, RSM, PhD, RN, MSN
Health Trustee and Nurse Consultant Researcher
Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

Teri Wahlig, MD, MBA
Chief Executive Officer
ChildServe

Matthew Willkom, MTS, BA, AAS

Director, Programming and Network Development
lowa Catholic Radio Network

*Denotes Executive Committee Member




PRESIDENT’S CABINET

Melanie Campbell, MBA

Vice President, Institutional Advancement, Philanthropy, and Community Engagement

Matthew Halbach, PhD

Vice President, Mission and Campus Culture

Timothy Laurent, EdD

Provost; Vice President, Academic Affairs

Thomas Leahy, 1D

Vice President, Business and Regulatory Affairs

Matt Romkey, EAD

Vice President, Admissions, Financial Aid, and Marketing
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