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2 3

Family and 
Feelings

Friends and 
Feelings

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $14.95

ISBN: 9788000072845

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $14.95

ISBN: 9788000072760

PAGE COUNT: 12

FORMAT: Hardcover with heavy stock paper

TRIMSIZE: 8.7 in X 8.7 in

PAGE COUNT: 12

FORMAT: Hardcover with heavy stock paper

TRIMSIZE: 8.7 in X 8.7 in

SERIES: Exploring Emotions

PUB DATE: September 3, 2024

AGE: 3-6

SERIES: Exploring Emotions

PUB DATE: September 3, 2024

AGE: 3-6

WRITTEN BY: Radka Piro
ILLUSTRATED BY: Katia Gaigalova

WRITTEN BY: Helena Harastova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Katia Gaigalova

Join Jack on his apprehensive first day at school in Friends and Feelings, where 
relatable characters and situations unfold to mirror the emotional rollercoaster that 
young children often experience as they grow and socialize.

Step into the enchanting world of Family and Feelings, part of a series that delicately
navigates the complexities of emotions for young readers. The story unfolds against
the backdrop of a close-knit and diverse family, introducing children to various family 
dynamics and the unique roles each member plays.

NEWNEW

Sequencing: Each chapter is structured following a Situation + Explanation + 
Options for Coping with each scenario sequence.

Interactive Learning: Features infographics that reinforce the lessons learned. 

Relatable Characters and Situations: Children learn valuable life skills from an early age.

Sequencing: Each chapter is structured following a Situation + Explanation + 
Options for Coping with each scenario sequence.

Guidance: Provides gentle guidance on how to understand and express emotions.

Format: Inside pages made of durable card stock paper.



2 3

Family and 
Feelings

Friends and 
Feelings

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $14.95

ISBN: 9788000072845

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $14.95

ISBN: 9788000072760

PAGE COUNT: 12

FORMAT: Hardcover with heavy stock paper

TRIMSIZE: 8.7 in X 8.7 in

PAGE COUNT: 12

FORMAT: Hardcover with heavy stock paper

TRIMSIZE: 8.7 in X 8.7 in

SERIES: Exploring Emotions

PUB DATE: September 3, 2024

AGE: 3-6

SERIES: Exploring Emotions

PUB DATE: September 3, 2024

AGE: 3-6

WRITTEN BY: Radka Piro
ILLUSTRATED BY: Katia Gaigalova

WRITTEN BY: Helena Harastova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Katia Gaigalova

Join Jack on his apprehensive first day at school in Friends and Feelings, where 
relatable characters and situations unfold to mirror the emotional rollercoaster that 
young children often experience as they grow and socialize.

Step into the enchanting world of Family and Feelings, part of a series that delicately
navigates the complexities of emotions for young readers. The story unfolds against
the backdrop of a close-knit and diverse family, introducing children to various family 
dynamics and the unique roles each member plays.

NEWNEW

Sequencing: Each chapter is structured following a Situation + Explanation + 
Options for Coping with each scenario sequence.

Interactive Learning: Features infographics that reinforce the lessons learned. 

Relatable Characters and Situations: Children learn valuable life skills from an early age.

Sequencing: Each chapter is structured following a Situation + Explanation + 
Options for Coping with each scenario sequence.

Guidance: Provides gentle guidance on how to understand and express emotions.

Format: Inside pages made of durable card stock paper.



4 5

Do Fish Go Fishing? 
How Animals Eat

Do Sheep Count Sheep? 
How Animals Sleep

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $15.95

ISBN: 9788000072821

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $15.95

ISBN: 9788000072838

PAGE COUNT: 28

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 9.0 in X 10.6 in

PAGE COUNT: 28

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 9.0 in X 10.6 in

SERIES: My First Books of Nature

PUB DATE: October 15, 2024

AGE: 3-6

SERIES: My First Books of Nature

PUB DATE: October 1, 2024

AGE: 3-6

WRITTEN BY: Petra Bartikova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Katarina Macurova

WRITTEN BY: Petra Bartikova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Katarina Macurova

Illustrated by award-winning artist Katarina Macurova, this non-fiction gem 
introduces eleven diverse animals, from the industrious ant to the serene koala, each 
showcasing unique sleeping habits and habitats.

Geared toward young readers aged 3-6, this non-fiction gem introduces eleven 
fascinating animals and their eating habits, from the peculiar platypus to the voracious 
elephant.

NEWNEW

Habitats: It introduces readers to how 11 
animals eat and what their habitats are.

Whimsical Eating Habits Illustrated: 
Immerse young readers in a vibrant 
world of illustrations.

By award-winning illustrator 
Katarina Macurova.

Explore Unique Sleep Habits: Learn about the intriguing ways animals rest.

Educational and Entertaining: Engage young minds with educational 
content that introduces sleep variations.
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6 7

Shadow Play: 
Guess What It Is

Hide and Seek in Nature: 
Guess What It Is

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $14.95

ISBN: 9788000072883

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $14.95

ISBN: 9788000072876

PAGE COUNT: 6 spreads

FORMAT: Paper over board, novelty format 

with die-cuts and fold-outs

TRIMSIZE: 8.7 in X 8.7 in

PAGE COUNT: 6 spreads

FORMAT: Paper over board, novelty format 

with die-cuts and fold-outs

TRIMSIZE: 8.7 in X 8.7 in

SERIES: Kidding Nature

PUB DATE: November 26, 2024

AGE: 3-6

SERIES: Kidding Nature

PUB DATE: November 12, 2024

AGE: 3-6

WRITTEN BY: Helena Harastova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Serafima Kosikava

WRITTEN BY: Helena Harastova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Serafima Kosikava

Animals and plants, masters of hide-and-seek, challenge kids to uncover their 
well-camouflaged forms through an engaging guessing game.

As the sun paints shadows across the ground, young readers aged 3-6 are invited to 
decipher the mysterious shapes that appear. Through an interactive novelty format 
with fold-out pages and cutouts, children engage in a guessing game, unraveling the 
secrets behind each shadow, sparking curiosity and learning.

 

BEAUTIFUL 
NOVELTY
FORMAT

NEWNEW

Guessing Game Adventure: Transform learning into a thrilling guessing game.

Interactive Novelty Format: Experience the magic with fold-out pages and cutouts.

Portable and Durable Design: The compact and durable format made of sturdy card stock 
paper ensures that the book can be taken anywhere.

Nature‘s Hidden Wonders Uncovered: This book unveils the secrets of plants and animals 
that can perfectly disguise themselves.
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8 9

We‘re Off 
to the Forest

ALSO IN KATARINA‘S SMALL WONDERS‘ SERIES:

TYPE: JUVENILE FICTION

PRICE: $17.95

ISBN: 9788000072890

PAGE COUNT: 32

FORMAT: Hardcover with dust jacket

TRIMSIZE: 8.9 in X 11.2 in

SERIES: Katarina‘s Small Wonders

PUB DATE: September 24, 2024

AGE: 3-6

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY: 
Katarina Macurova

NEW

SERIES: Katarina‘s Small Wonders
PUB DATE: April 16, 2024
AGE: 3-6 
ISBN: 9788000070841 
PRICE: $17.95

SERIES: Katarina‘s Small Wonders
PUB DATE: June 13, 2023
AGE: 3-6
ISBN: 9788000067933
PRICE: $16.95

FORMAT: Hardcover
TRIMSIZE: 10.4 in X 9.3 in
PAGE COUNT: 48
THEME: Theme: Juvenile fiction / 
Short Stories

FORMAT: Hardcover
TRIMSIZE: 8.4 in X 11.0 in
PAGE COUNT: 40
THEME: Juvenile fiction / Social 

Themes

A Big Juicy Earthworm 

Henry the Snail 

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY: Katarina Macurova

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY: Katarina Macurova WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY: Katarina Macurova

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY: Katarina Macurova

SERIES: Katarina‘s Small Wonderss
PUB DATE: April 16, 2024
AGE: 3-6
ISBN: 9788000070773 
PRICE: $14.95

SERIES: Katarina‘s Small Wonders
PUB DATE: Nov 22, 2022
AGE: 3-6
ISBN: 9788000065953
PRICE: $16.95

FORMAT: Hardcover
TRIMSIZE: 8.27 in X 9.26 in
PAGE COUNT: 32
THEME: Juvenile fiction / 
Bedtime & Dreams

FORMAT: Hardcover
TRIMSIZE: 8.2 in X 11.8 in
PAGE COUNT: 32
THEME: Juvenile fiction / 

Short Stories

Teaching Eddie to Fly

Upside Down 

Amidst the rustling leaves and chilling air, a heartwarming story emerges, revealing 
the extraordinary in the ordinary and how even the smallest things can weave magic 
into the vast world, all while conveying a strong, environmental message.

Tender Story, Big Lessons:  Experience 
a tale both ordinary and extraordinary, 
teaching  the power of care and growth.

Nature‘s Seasonal Magic:  Immerse 
young readers in the beauty of 
changing seasons.
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10 11

Teeth: You Only
Get Two Sets

PRICE: $16.95

ISBN: 9788000072470

FORMAT: Hardcover with heavy stock paper

TRIMSIZE: 8.9 in X 10.7 in

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PUB DATE: November 19, 2024

AGE: 6-9

PAGE COUNT: 22

WRITTEN BY: Magda Gargulakova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Marie Urbankova

This engaging non-fiction children‘s book explores everything from the origins of teeth 
to their internal structure. Children will discover the reasons behind toothaches, the 
uniqueness of growing only two sets of teeth, and the importance of early dental care.

NEW

Tug Your Earlobe: A Picture 
Guide to Body Language

PRICE: $17.95

ISBN: 9788000072937

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 5.8 in X 8.3 in

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PUB DATE: October 22, 2024

AGE: 7-10

PAGE COUNT: 56

WRITTEN BY: Stepanka Sekaninova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Adam Wolf

This pocket-sized companion provides a fun and accessible introduction to the subtle 
art of understanding body language. Through vibrant illustrations and relatable 
examples, young readers learn to decode emotions, intentions, and feelings conveyed 
through gestures, expressions, and postures.

NEW

Visual Step-by-Step Guidance: Empower kids with age-appropriate guidance through 
visual step-by-step instructions.

Family-Friendly Dental Care: This family-oriented book offers valuable insights and tips.

Supervised by a Dentist: Rest easy knowing that the content has been carefully 
supervised by a dentist.

Visual Vocabulary: The book‘s illustrations create a visual vocabulary of body 
language cues.

Full Body and More: Content describes body language relating to Posture, Head; 
Chest and others.
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12 13

Hiking 101: Tips and Advice 
for Little Campers

PRICE: $15.95

ISBN: 9788000072944

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 6.5 in X 8.5 in

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PUB DATE: March 4, 2025

AGE: 6-9

PAGE COUNT: 40

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY: 
Hedviga Gutierrez

Set against the backdrop of the picturesque countryside, this book takes kids on an 
interactive learning adventure. In nine comprehensive chapters, it covers essential 
adventure skills, from choosing the right gear to mastering map reading and efficient 
packing.

NEW

What To Do If You Meet a Bear? 
A Nature Survival Guide

PRICE: $17.95

ISBN: 9788000072913

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 8.4 in X 10.3 in

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PUB DATE: January 21, 2025

AGE: 6-9

PAGE COUNT: 40

WRITTEN BY: Stepanka Sekaninova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Adam Wolf

NEW

Nature-Savvy Problem Solving & Activities: Navigate nature‘s challenges, from
wildlife encounters to weather changes.

Functional Design: Rounded corners and a conveniently compact size.

As young explorers set off into nature, they encounter the excitement of the woods, 
desert, and jungle. But what if they get lost or come face-to-face with wild animals like 
bears, boars, or crocodiles?

Respectful Etiquette: The book offers playful guidance on how 
to interact with 13 wild animals.

Confidence through Laughter: By equipping kids with 
amusing yet practical strategies, this book boosts 
their confidence in navigating the nature.
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14 15

Snake Milker and 
Other Animal Jobs

WRITTEN BY: Stepanka Sekaninova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Jakub Cenkl

NEW

PRICE: $16.95

ISBN: 9788000072807

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 8.4 in X 11.0 in

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PUB DATE: October 8, 2024

AGE: 6-9

PAGE COUNT: 40

Where To? A Trip Around 
the Neighborhood

WRITTEN BY: Magda Gargulakova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Tomas Kopecky

NEW

PRICE: $17.95

ISBN: 9788000072906

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 8.4 in X 11.0 in

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PUB DATE: February 11, 2025

AGE: 6-9

PAGE COUNT: 40

From the intriguing role of an Animal Stomatologist to the whimsical task of being an 
Ostrich Babysitter, this non-fiction book takes children on a humorous exploration of 
unconventional occupations connected to animals.

Empowering Imagination: A refreshing 
perspective that they don‘t need to limit 
their dreams.

Interesting Fact: The illustrator Jakub 
Cenkl is partially color-blind.

In Where To? A Trip Around the Neighborhood, join 
eight adventurous friends as they embark on a journey 
through their city, tackling everyday challenges and 
exploring exciting places like the post office, photo studio, 
museum, and learning about the community helpers that 
work there.

Find Your Way Around the City: 
8 kids running errands in 8 different places.

Educational Delights: Combines practical 
information with fascinating facts about 
the city‘s history, landmarks, and hidden gems.
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16 17

Our Camping Trip: 
Physics, Chemistry, and Fun

Planning Grandma‘s Party: 
Measurements, Fractions, and Fun

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $16.95

ISBN: 9788000072869

TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $16.95

ISBN: 9788000072852

PAGE COUNT: 32

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 9.5 in X 12.5 in

PAGE COUNT: 32

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 9.5 in X 12.5 in

SERIES: Everyday STEM

PUB DATE: September 10, 2024

AGE: 6-9

SERIES: Everyday STEM

PUB DATE: September 10, 2024

AGE: 6-9

WRITTEN BY: Lenka Chytilova, Helena Harastova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Xiana Teimoy

WRITTEN BY: Lenka Chytilova, Helena Harastova
ILLUSTRATED BY: Xiana Teimoy

NEWNEW

Our Camping Trip is more than a book; it‘s a key to unlocking the world of STEM for 
curious young minds. Designed to connect theoretical concepts to real-life scenarios, 
this book ensures that STEM becomes a part of everyday adventures, from cooking to 
traveling.

STEM for the Classroom and Beyond: An engaging content that keeps young 
minds curious and eager to discover.

Story-Based Exploration: A journey through a story that unravels the science 
facts behind holidays activities.

Defying the notion that physics and math are dull, this non-fiction adventure unfolds
against the backdrop of planning Grandma‘s birthday party. Through a story-based 
exploration, this book seamlessly integrates physics and math into everyday scenarios.

Real-World Application: Connect theoretical concepts to everyday life.

Activities for kids to try at home.
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Our Camping Trip is more than a book; it‘s a key to unlocking the world of STEM for 
curious young minds. Designed to connect theoretical concepts to real-life scenarios, 
this book ensures that STEM becomes a part of everyday adventures, from cooking to 
traveling.

STEM for the Classroom and Beyond: An engaging content that keeps young 
minds curious and eager to discover.

Story-Based Exploration: A journey through a story that unravels the science 
facts behind holidays activities.

Defying the notion that physics and math are dull, this non-fiction adventure unfolds
against the backdrop of planning Grandma‘s birthday party. Through a story-based 
exploration, this book seamlessly integrates physics and math into everyday scenarios.

Real-World Application: Connect theoretical concepts to everyday life.
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TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $14.95
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TYPE: JUVENILE NONFICTION

PRICE: $24.99
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PAGE COUNT: 88

FORMAT: Hardcover

TRIMSIZE: 9.0 in X 13.0 in

SERIES: Large Encyclopedias

PUB DATE: March 25, 2025
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THEME: Juvenile nonfiction / 
Science & Nature
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PAGE COUNT: 88
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Animals / Endangered

FORMAT: Hardcover
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THEME: Juvenile nonfiction / 
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Insectopia: The Wonderful
World of Insects
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ILLUSTRATED BY: Pavla Dvorska, Pavel Dvorsky

WRITTEN BY: Radek Maly
ILLUSTRATED BY: Jiri Grbavcic, Pavel Dvorsky

WRITTEN BY: Radek Maly 
ILLUSTRATED BY: Pavla Dvorska, Pavel Dvorsky

This book meticulously unfolds the story of life on Earth, from its inception 3,900 
million years ago to the emergence of the first organisms with hard shells and skeletons 
60 million years later.

Scientific Accuracy and Expert Collaboration: This captivating 
book is the result of a close collaboration between a skilled author 
and was reviewed by a renowned Czech paleontologist.

Connecting Past and Present: Readers gain a deeper 
appreciation for the interconnectedness of life on Earth.

Vivid Imagery: Vivid descriptions with meticulously
 crafted illustrations.

ALSO IN THE SERIES:
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Did you know that some cats don’t have five fingers, but six? We’re 
not pulling your whiskers—it’s true! Whether you have your own 
pet at home or you just like these adorable little rascals—read 
our illustrated cat atlas, which will introduce you to the most 
interesting, lazy, cuddly, and wild cat breeds in the world, from 
the common European tabby to the silky-haired Persian cat and 
the unusual Lykoi. And don’t worry; that one over there isn’t a tiny 
werewolf—it just looks like one. And if you enjoy bedtime stories, 
don’t forget to cuddle up in bed and immerse yourself in the Meow 
News, a newspaper that comes with the atlas. It contains many 
stories, interviews, and news from around the world of renowned 
feline celebrities, as well as lesser-known cat heroes and heroines. 

ATLAS OF CATS

Illustrations by Giulia Lombardo

Text by Helena Haraštová
& Jana Sedláčková

ADVERTISEMENT
A kind and calm Norwegian Forest cat (how unusual!) 
with fluffy ginger hair, along with two beautiful pots 
for digging and one little hamster friend, is looking for 
a human who will gladly serve her delicious meals and 
comb her soft coat. P.S.: I will share my heart with you! 

Check out the other 
release in this series:

cat stoRies
inside A TLA S OF C ATS

Text by Helena Haraštová 
& Jana Sedláčková 

Illustrations by
Giulia Lom

bardo

cat stoRies
inside

ATLAS OF CATS
Illustrations by Giulia Lombardo

Helena Haraštová  
& Jana Sedláčková

meow newS
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hardcover
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WORLD RECORD ANIMALS

10.0 x 12.0 in, 32 pages, 
hardcover
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Pub date: May 25, 2021
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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HOW DO ANIMALS SEE?

7.0 x 9.75 in, 36 pages, 
hardcover
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ISBN: 9788000063560
Price: $14.95
Pub date: May 10, 2022
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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VERSATILE VERTEBRATES

9.0 x 10.25 in, 36 pages, 
hardcover
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ISBN: 9788000067995
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Animals; Reptiles & Amphibians

Text by Štěpánka Sekaninová
Illustrations by Misha Bera
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They have been with us since time immemorial. Some 
are close to us, others we treat with great respect. And 

they help us. Who are we talking about? Well, dogs, 
cats, pigeons, elephants, fleet-footed cheetahs, and 

even apparently super-ordinary geese! Everyone knows 
that dogs and horses give humans important help, but 
how about geese, cheetahs, and dolphins? To find out 
more, open this book, feast your eyes on its beautiful 
pictures, and read the stories about how wild animals 

became true friends of humans. 

Text by Štěpánka Sekaninová
Illustrations by Misha Bera ANIMAL  
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Th ey can construct majestic buildings that provide 
shelter for many families. Th ey can also communicate 

with their companions and do all kinds of diff erent 
jobs. Do you know who we’re talking about? 

If you guessed humans, you are mistaken. No, in this 
case we’re talking about termites! Humans have much 
more in common with them and other creatures than 
it might seem at fi rst glance. And that’s exactly what 

this book is about. Enter a world where we shine a light 
on the similarities between ourselves and other living 
beings. Like us, many animals learn and can use tools. 

Th ey experience emotions, have friends, and show 
their love for one another. Open your mind and your 
heart, and learn to treat the living creatures around 
you with the respect and reverence they deserve. 

Th ey have much to teach us!
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Have you ever wondered how animals 
perceive the world around us? Whether they 

see the same colors we see? Whether a fi sh’s vision 
is blurry underwater like ours? Or whether dogs like 

to watch TV, or cats really can see in the dark? 
If you have ever wished you could ask the animals 

themselves, don’t worry, because the book 
in your hands holds the answers to these 

questions—and many more.

How Do 
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Versatile 
Vertebrates 

Who am I? Where did I come from? 

What am I doing here? Questions all of us 

probably ask at some point. This book doesn’t 

answer these questions, but it does answer 

similar ones. I imagine you shaking your 

head in confusion, thinking I’m just trying  

to fill the space on this book’s back cover.  

But shaking your head is a sign that you are  

a vertebrate. And vertebrates are what this 

book is about. That’s right—all the vertebrates 

in this book are relatives of yours and mine. 

So now you get my point. And if you don’t, 

this book will explain it all to you. Well, now I’m 

out of space. So take a look and read on!
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They have been with us since time immemorial. Some 
are close to us, others we treat with great respect. And 

they help us. Who are we talking about? Well, dogs, 
cats, pigeons, elephants, fleet-footed cheetahs, and 

even apparently super-ordinary geese! Everyone knows 
that dogs and horses give humans important help, but 
how about geese, cheetahs, and dolphins? To find out 
more, open this book, feast your eyes on its beautiful 
pictures, and read the stories about how wild animals 

became true friends of humans. 
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Th ey can construct majestic buildings that provide 
shelter for many families. Th ey can also communicate 

with their companions and do all kinds of diff erent 
jobs. Do you know who we’re talking about? 

If you guessed humans, you are mistaken. No, in this 
case we’re talking about termites! Humans have much 
more in common with them and other creatures than 
it might seem at fi rst glance. And that’s exactly what 

this book is about. Enter a world where we shine a light 
on the similarities between ourselves and other living 
beings. Like us, many animals learn and can use tools. 

Th ey experience emotions, have friends, and show 
their love for one another. Open your mind and your 
heart, and learn to treat the living creatures around 
you with the respect and reverence they deserve. 

Th ey have much to teach us!
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Have you ever wondered how animals 
perceive the world around us? Whether they 

see the same colors we see? Whether a fi sh’s vision 
is blurry underwater like ours? Or whether dogs like 

to watch TV, or cats really can see in the dark? 
If you have ever wished you could ask the animals 

themselves, don’t worry, because the book 
in your hands holds the answers to these 

questions—and many more.

How Do 
Animals 

See?
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Versatile 
Vertebrates 

Who am I? Where did I come from? 

What am I doing here? Questions all of us 

probably ask at some point. This book doesn’t 

answer these questions, but it does answer 

similar ones. I imagine you shaking your 

head in confusion, thinking I’m just trying  

to fill the space on this book’s back cover.  

But shaking your head is a sign that you are  

a vertebrate. And vertebrates are what this 

book is about. That’s right—all the vertebrates 

in this book are relatives of yours and mine. 

So now you get my point. And if you don’t, 

this book will explain it all to you. Well, now I’m 

out of space. So take a look and read on!
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Illustrated by Amanda gulliver
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Read & Spot books are fun, educational stories that will keep children 
entertained as they learn. Beautifully illustrated, these books are full of facts and 
information. There are also fun things to spot on every page, while learning about 
colors and numbers. In this story, we will learn all about the seasons with Talia and  

her two pets: Coco the cat and Buster the dog. Children will find out all about the joys 
and differences of each season. For the more curious, there is also some basic  

planetary science and simple explanation as to why we have seasons. 
Make learning fun! 
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Written by Joli Hannah

Illustrated by Malgorzata Detner
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& Read & Spot books are fun, educational stories that
will keep children entertained as they learn. Beautifully illustrated, these 
books are full of facts and information. There are also fun things to spot  

on every page, while learning about color and numbers. In this story,  
children will learn all about the joys of growing fruits and  

vegetables with Bella and her friend Sam. Make learning fun!
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Have you ever noticed that the plants 
in our woods, parks, streets, and homes 

are tremendously talkative? Although plants speak 
no human languages, they tell each other 

of their experiences, issue warnings and comfort, 
and give help when it is needed—as this book

shows. By opening a window on each double-page 
spread, you will soon understand how plants 

communicate without words. With this 
book, you will never be lost in 

the plant kingdom!
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WHAT THINGS COME FROM 
NATURE?
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Have you ever wondered how many 
of the things around us come from nature? 
There are so many things, including wooden 

furniture, metal utensils, beeswax, and bread. 
We rarely—if ever—think about how dif cult 

all this was to make. How long did a tree grow 
before it became the chair you’re now sitting 

on? How did a cow’s milk turn into the ice 
cream that cools you off in summertime? 

This book will show you which materials go into 
making the stuff we use in our everyday lives. 
Look beneath the  aps and  nd out what we’re 

sourcing from the natural world around us. 

Text by Radka Píro
Illustrations by Anastasiia Moshina
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Come around the world with us and get to know the 
different types of waters and their inhabitants as well 
as plants. Our animal friends will join you on this 
journey. They're having the adventure of a lifetime: 
they want to go home. But what if they don't know 
where their home is? Luckily, they have Annie. She'll 
accompany them on their journey to discover various 
waters—from polar waters to the Amazon River—to 
find which one is the right one for each of them. And 
what happens after they reach their final destination? 
The animals would love to tell you. Join us on our 
journey. Along the way you'll learn many new things!

WRITTEN BY PAVLA HANÁČKOVÁ
ILLUSTRATED BY LINH DAO
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TAKE
Come around the world with us and get to know the 
different types of forests and their inhabitants as well as 
plants. Our animal friends will join you on this journey. 
They're having the adventure of a lifetime: they want to go 
home. But what if they don't know where their home is? 
Luckily, they have Charlie. He'll accompany them on their 
journey to discover various forests to find which one is the 
right one for each of them. And what happens after they 
reach their final destination? The animals would love to 
tell you. Join us on our journey. Along the way you'll learn 
many new things!

WRITTEN BY PAVLA HANÁČKOVÁ
ILLUSTRATED BY LINH DAO
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Why We Need to Care for Our Planet
Packed with important information and exciting illustrations, Nature takes readers  

on a beautiful and inspiring ecological journey. From the greenest of forests to the bluest 

of oceans, kids will learn all about timely and important topics such as biodiversity, 

deforestation, and our ecological footprints. By posing questions and encouraging 

children to search for answers themselves, this unique and engaging book will inspire 

them to become active participants in the fight to help protect our planet.

Written by Joli Hannah

Illustrated by Amelia Herbertson
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Not far from a deep forest, there lived mom, dad,  
and their two children—Hansel and Gretel. And 
because Hansel and Gretel had always been little 

fidgets, it was no wonder that one day, they got lost 
deep in the woods, and while trying to find their way 
home, they came upon a witch’s house made of breads, 
cakes, and sugar! What plants did they see during 
their wandering in and out of the forest? You can learn 
very interesting information about forests, fields, and 
meadows in this richly illustrated book, Observing the 
Plants of the Forest with Hansel & Gretel, which is a unique 
combination of fairy tale and encyclopedia.

Text by Sabina Konečná & Lenka Adamová 
Illustrations by Jakub Cenkl & Tomáš Kopecký
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Come take a good look at the broad-leaved 
trees below which Hansel and Gretel had 
so much fun. The other category of trees, 

apart from the conifers. They grow leaves and 

their seeds are created in fruits. They can be 

found both in broad-leaved and mixed forests. 

Most broad-leaved trees shed their leaves in  

the autumn. They grow in temperate and 
tropical zones all over the world.

BROADLEAVES

Leaves vs. nettles 
Unlike coniferous trees whose leaves are shaped 
like needles, the leaves of broad-leaved trees 
are flat and can have many different shapes and 
sizes. In the autumn, they change colours and 
then are shed so that the tree could grow new 
ones in the spring.

The fruits of forest trees are an 

essential food for all animals 

that live in the forest. Acorns and 

beechnuts, especially, are very 

important. But large forest animals 

can't do only with what they can 

find and must be given extra feed 

in the winter.
The fruits of broad-leaved trees 

can have many different forms 

and shapes. They can be light and 

winged to get as far as possible 

(achenes), or relatively heavy so that 

they would stay close to the parent 

tree after ripening and falling down 

to the ground (nuts).

edible dormouse 

Forest tree wood

We're blooming 

Trees are an important source of wood,  
used for making furniture or paper among other things. Typically, quality beech or  oak wood is sourced for this but it's also 
possible to use the wood of certain conifers 
or fruit-bearing trees.

Unlike conifers which grow cones, 
broad-leaved trees have either blooms 
or inflorescences which is basically 
a few leaves growing together. Birch 
catkin or a chestnut raceme are a few 
examples of this. These blooms then 
turn into fruits.

beech wood

beech inflorescence

beechnuts

elder inflorescence 

Forest fruits aren't used just by 
animals. In case of black elder, 
both the fruits and the blooms 
are harvested, owing to their 
healing properties. The white 
fragrant blooms go into making 
teas to treat the cold while the 
black fruits, called elderberries, 
are boiled into a syrup.

elder leaves

ripe elderberries

Black elder

Birch
Birches can be either trees, 

or bushes. They have a multi-
-coloured bark which peels in 
thin layers. It's usually pale or 
white and has characteristic 

horizontal strips. 

Beech
Beeches have a thin smooth 

grey bark that scars if harmed. 
Their root system is shallow 

and wide. They're grown for 
their quality wood and as ornamental trees in parks.

Maple
Easily recognizable due to 

their palmate leaves that 
change colour in the autumn, 

ranging from yellow to red. 
Maple wood is used for 

making string instruments 
because it carries sounds very well.

Hazel
Bushes with dense, resilient 

roots. Quickly growing woody 

plants that can withstand even 

polluted environments. 
Hazel withes are traditionally 

used for weaving baskets or 

for building fences.

Ivy
Ivy is an evergreen climber 

with special holds which allow 

it to grow up a tree. Its 
leaves contain substances that 

irritate the skin. The fruits 
are a source of food for birds.

Oak
Long-lived and slow-growing 

trees. Their exceptionally hard 

wood is used for making 
furniture and barrels. The 

bark of some oaks has healing 

properties.

Fruits

HazelnutsThe hazel's fruit is called  
a hazelnut. It often grows in  

clusters of multiple nuts.  
A delicacy sought-after by many 

animals and people,  
it's very popular due to its  

high content of valuable 
substances.

Maple samaraThe maple's fruit is called 
a samara and it grows in 

clusters. After it ripens, it 
falls apart, forming two flat 

winged achenes whose 
shape allows them to move 

in the air and easily spread 
throughout the surrounding 

environment.

Birch acheneThe birch's fruit is called an 
achene. It's a small winged 

seed that can be found in 
female catkins that contain 

loads of it! After ripening, 
these catkins fall apart, 

the achenes are released 
into the air, and travel 

far, far away.

Acorns
Acorns are the fruit of oaks, 

consisting of a nut and cup. 
They can be round or longish 

and are eaten by many 
forest animals, such as wild 

boars, deer, and squirrels. 
In the past, people used 

them for making flour or 
roasting coffee.

beechnuts can be enjoyed  
by both small and large

WARNING:  
Choking hazard.  

Not suitable for children 
under 36 months. 
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Once upon a time, there was a queen who only cared 
about her looks. She believed she was the most beau-
tiful woman in the world, except for her stepdaughter, 

Snow White. And what happened to the beautiful princess 
and her evil stepmother? You can read that in the fairy tale 
Discovering the Underground with Snow White. In addition to 
the well-known fairy story, there are seven folding and richly 
illustrated maps from which you can also learn about what 
lies underground, who works there, which animals live there, 
and other curiosities associated with the “realm” below the 
Earth’s surface. Discovering the Underground with Snow White 
is a unique mix of encyclopedia and fairy tale that pleases but 
also instructs all young readers and their parents.

Text by Tom Velčovský  
Illustrations by Jakub Cenkl
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B eautiful stones were not buried 
underground by people. Their formation 
took millions of years through the action 

of terrestrial forces. Planet Earth is always in 

motion and never sleeps. Not only precious 

metals and stones but also large cave complexes 

form under its surface. Water supplies can also 

be found deep in the soil, while the rivers of hot 

magma flow truly deep.

GEOLOGY

The Earth

Water cycle

Lithosphere

The lithosphere is an aggregate name for the crust and 

the upper mantle of the Earth. Together, they form the 

moving mantle of the Earth, seemingly floating on its 

liquid core. The mantle is not a single unit but consists of 

multiple plates. The movement, and the impact of the 

plates in particular, may cause natural catastrophes, such 

as earthquakes or volcanic eruptions.  Volcano

Geothermal energy is also used  

for recreational or medical pur- 

poses in spas. This is because hot 

springs contain many beneficial 

substances and the heat has 
rejuvenating powers.

It is the process of obtaining heat from the underground. 
Its temperature warms the ground surface through 

groundwater, which rises to the surface in the form of hot 
springs or steam. People use the heat for domestic heating 

or to produce electricity in geothermal power plants. In such 
power plants, heated water turns to steam, which then drives 

power-producing turbines.

People are not the only ones who enjoy the healing and soothing effects of hot springs. For example, wild Japanese macaques have a spa park of their own.

Hot water can also rises to the surface similarly to magma, 

forming hot springs called geysers. The highest geyser can be 

seen in Iceland. In 2000, it projected water at a height of 400 feet, 

setting the world record.

Geothermal energy

The sun makes water evaporate into the 
atmosphere, where it turns into clouds. From 
there, it falls down to the ground in the form 
of rain and then evaporates again … and again. 
This is called the water cycle. A part of the water 
is absorbed by the ground, which is important 
for plants, trees, and fungi because it gives them 
the moisture and nutrients they need. 

1 2 3 4

1. lithosphere (crust + the uppermost part of the 

mantle), 2. mantle, 3. outer core , 4. inner core

oceanic  crust

the uppermost  part of the  mantle

mantle 

The plates move very slowly, around 4 inches per year; 

however, they generate enormous pressure on each 

other. This forces melted rock (called magma) up to the 

surface. If the pressure is really high, magma shoots up 

from the Earth, causing a dangerous explosion.

A volcanic explosion is often accompanied by earthquakes 

and landslides, and along with magma, the volcano also 

projects large clouds of ashes and dust. These may affect 

the weather miles away. Magma coming up to the surface 

is called lava, which hardens quickly on the colder surface 

but can cause great damage before it does.

continental 
crust

magma

lava

volcano

soil

easily accessible water 
hardly accessible water
impermeable surface 

soil

hardly accessible w
ater

easily accessible water

Water located in the lower layers of the Earth serves as a reservoir 

of drinking water, from which we draw using water wells. Wells 

are categorized into shallow and deep wells. Shallow wells are 

used to draw easily accessible underground water and can often 

be found under easily permeable soil layers — e.g., under sand. 

On the other hand, hardly accessible water is mostly located 

under impermeable rocks, such as shale. In such cases, water has 

to be drawn through deep wells.

Caves are underground cavities naturally formed by the 

weathering of rock caused by underground springs 

penetrating cracks under the surface. In the course of 

time, water melts the rock, in effect forming large spaces 

called caves or caverns. 

stalagmite
stalagnate

stalactite

Minerals
High pressures and tem-

peratures make magma 
change its structure, 

gorgeous minerals forming as a result. 
These minerals differ in 

color and hardness. To 
put things in order, the 

German mineralogist 
Friedrich Mohs ordered 

minerals on a scale from 
the softest (1) to the 

hardest (10).

1. Talc
2. Halite(gypsum) 3. Calcite

4. Fluorite
5. Apatite

6. Orthoclase(feldspar) 7. Quartz 8. Topaz
9. Corundum

10. Diamond

power plant
distribution of electricity

cold water  pumped down steam and hot water rising up

400 ft

Geysir, Iceland 2000

Japanese macaque

The Grand Prismatic Spring  
in Wyoming, Yellowstone  

National Park

deep well

shallow well

types of wells

More than 4 billion years ago, the Earth was a red-hot 

sphere. Its surface cooled down gradually, resulting in 

Earth‘s solid crust. On the other hand, the Earth's core 

is still liquid and extremely hot; however, it continues 

cooling, albeit very slowly. Its temperature is about 

10,800°F, which is as hot as the Sun's surface. The 

Earth's core also heats the lower of the Earth, which 

produces interesting phenomena.

Caves

Groundwater
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Once upon a time, there was a very curious little girl with  
a red cap whom everybody called nothing else but Red 
Riding Hood. You may have heard about her going to 

her grandmother‘s and meeting the wolf on her way there. 
But only few people know that on her adventurous journey 
she met other forest animals like singing birds, a squirrel, deer, 
ants, and many others. What are these animals, and how do 
they live? You can find out on the pages of this richly illustrated 
book Observing the Animals of the Forest with Red Riding Hood. 
It uniquely connects the famous fairy tale with an encyclopedia 
full of the most interesting information about animals of the 
forest and its surroundings.
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Text by Jana Sedláčková & Štěpánka Sekaninová 
Illustrations by Linh Dao & Alžbeta Božeková 
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FOREST BEASTS OF PREY

European badger
It is a talented forest builder that builds 

complex dens. These so-called badger 

castles are passed on from one generation 

of badgers to another. Sometimes the dens 

are so large that even their owners can get 

lost in them. Yet they keep them very tidy. 

Earthworms are their favourite food.

Eurasian lynx
This large and protected feline is truly 

worthy of its name - it can see a hare 

from a distance of over 300 metres 

during the day and 125 metres at night. 

Its hearing is equally great, but the sense 

of smell is not that good. The spots on 

the fur are unique for each lynx, just like 

human fingerprints.

Red foxThese clever animals need several 

burrows to live in. Only one of them, 

however, is the main one. They dig 

their dwellings in the slopes of hills, 

as far away from water as possible. 

If you hear a fox barking between 

January and March, it means you are 

witnessing a courtship.

Larger beasts

Why are beasts of 
prey important in  

the forest?Now you are probably wondering if these 

bloodthirsty beasts of prey are important 

for nature. Believe us, they are. A lot! They 

prevent the overpopulation of the ungulates 

and other animals that feed on plants. 

Without beasts, they could soon eat the 

whole forest! Beasts that feed on dead 

animals protect the forest from the spread of 

diseases and illnesses.

P hew! Little Red Riding Hood took  
a breather. What an adventure! I can‘t 
wait to tell my Grandma about all of 

this! She tries to recall every detail of the 
wolf‘s skinny body: big teeth, long ears, 
sharp claws... and the size of the bear’s paw 

that drove the wolf away.

The brown bear is also a beast of prey, but it is not a hunter. It has a preference for grass, blueberries, raspberries, rose hips, rowanberries, seeds or sweet honey which it steals from forest bees. The brown bear sleeps through the winter and in the spring, indulges in a few animals that died during the cold months. 

Brown bear

WildcatThis lonely forest hunter dwells in tree 

hollows, crevasses or abandoned burrows. 

Just like any other cat, it loves rodents that it 

tirelessly chases in the forest until it catches 

them - even when it’s getting dark, the wildcat 

can see perfectly. Despite its warm fur, it 

likes to sunbathe.

Wolf
Although wolf pairs are deeply loyal 
and mostly group in packs, there are 
lone wolves as well that join the pack 
only for a while. Being in a pack makes it 
easier for the wolf to hunt and take care 
of little playful wolves.

Sniffing & tracking

Wolves & dogsDid you know that all dogs, even the

cutest chihuahua, are descendants
of wild wolves? Yet there are several

differences between dogs and
wolves: wolves howl while dogs bark;

wolves eat meat only, but dogs will 

sometimes even eat vegetables; a 
dog can be trained but a wolf only 
listens to its pack.

Speed, agility, strong and sharp teeth, paws 
with claws, great sight and smell - these 
are the most important features of small 
and large carnivores. Whether it is a loner 
or animal that lives in a pack, they have 
one thing in common: they are great 
hunters that mostly need food in the 
form of fresh meat.

tracking wolf

WOLF PACK

European polecat
This solitary night hunter also likes wet and 

waterlogged areas. Its menu has to contain 

fish. It produces a yellow secretion to mark its 

territory. The smell can definitely be sensed 

even from a distance!

European mink
This cute beast is currently listed as critically 

endangered. In order to find a partner, the male mink 

sets out on a long trip in the early spring. Together 

they build a nest near the river.

Least weaselWith its short hind legs, the quick to learn weasel 

can scrape through a vole’s corridor, and once it 

catches something in its small paws and sharp teeth, 

will never let go of it. It seeks shelters in piles of 

wood and tree cavities.

European pine marten
Its home is mainly in damp forests, where it sets out to 

look for food at night. Sometimes it catches only small 

insects, sometimes a frog, bird or smaller mammal. It 

also likes to eat bird eggs or bee honey.

Smaller beasts

str o n g  a n d  s h a r p t e e t h

w o lf  p a w w i t h c l a w s

No man, even one with the best nose, can 

match the beasts of prey. For example, a 
wolf’s sense of smell is, without exaggeration, 

up to 100 times more sensitive. Thanks to it, 

wolves can smell their prey from up to several 

kilometres or recognize which fellow animal 

was just passing by.  

Although bears feed mainly on plants, it is best to avoid them. If you are in the outdoors for a long time, do not leave any food out – as it would definitely attract sweet-toothed bears. If you do meet some furry bears, do not look directly into their eyes, speak in a calm voice and slowly and unobtrusively move away to safety. When a bear stands on his hind legs, it probably just wants to look around.

dog sled with malamutes

little wolf 
pups

howling wolf 

wolf‘s footprint

Watch out forforgotten snack!bear‘s front 
paw

bear‘s hind 
paw

Beasts of prey
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Far, far away—nine mountains and nine rivers away—
lived a charming princess called Sleeping Beauty. 
Her great passion was gardening and she took loving 

care of all of the plants surrounding her palace. Sadly, the 
princess was cursed when she pricked her finger on a thorn 
one day. She fell fast asleep, and the entire garden became 
shrouded in brier roses, hawthorn, and weeds. How will the 
charming princess save her garden? Discover the princess’s 
story, and find out about the wonderful world of gardening 
with this richly illustrated book—Learning About the Garden 
with Sleeping Beauty—a unique combination of fairy tale 
and encyclopedia.
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Learning about the Garden  
with Sleeping Beauty

Text by Tereza Němcová & Štěpánka Sekaninová 
Illustrations by Magda Andresová & Linh Dao

Currant inflorescence

Magnolia blossom

D id you see the Princess enjoy the beautiful shrubbery in the royal garden? No wonder; after all, shrubs are an indispensable part of any garden. Some enchant us with their interesting flowers or colourful leaves while others delight us with their goodies which we can munch on.

What are shrubs?

Just like trees, shrubs are woody plants. And 

just like trees, they too have an important part 

to play when it comes to producing oxygen. 

They can also function as a dust catcher if your 

house is located close to the road. So what’s 

the difference between trees and shrubs?

Shrubs can be tidied up by trimming.

What about the shrubs? 

In some cases, the line between a tree and 

a shrub isn’t always clear. Some species 

even have both forms, depending on the 

environment in which the plant grows, as 

well as on the skills of the gardener 

who can tidy it up in 
different ways.

Useful shrubs

Magnolia fruit

Currants

A low-maintenance shrubbery which can fit in any garden. Its fruits – juicy 

berries with a few seeds – are very popular. There are several varieties of 

different tastes and colours to choose from. Red currants are the sourest, 

while the white ones tend to be much sweeter. Finally, black currants have a 

somewhat peculiar, very aromatic spicy taste which may not be very appealing 
to those on the fussy side.

some shrubs grow goodies

adorns some 
shrubs

shrubs branch close to the ground

Ornamental shrubs

Ornamental and useful
Ornamental shrubs prettify each and every 

garden not only with their exquisite blossoms, 

but also with their interesting leaves. Branchy 

shrubbery can fill up and cover ugly corners while 

the short ones can be used as a hedge around 

the road. Meanwhile, useful shrubs provide 

us with lovely fruits. You don’t need a ladder 

to harvest them; munch on them freely while 

standing on the ground!

JostaberryA crossbreed between gooseberries and black currants, 

it has the currant’s thorn-free branches and dark fruits, 

as well as the large berries of the gooseberry bush. When 

ripe, its fruits are about 1 to 3 cm large and purple in 

colour—the riper, the sweeter.

ChokeberryBoth useful and ornamental, chokeberries are adorned with tiny 

white blooms in the spring while delighting the eye with orange-

red leaves and dark fruits in the autumn. The berries are not only 

pretty, but also beneficial, full of healthy substances.

Magnolia
One of the most beautiful ornamental shrubberies that can be found in our gardens and parks are called magnolia. They charm people with their white-pink blossoms. They usually bloom before their first leaves sprout. You can’t really savour their fruits, though they do look interesting—sort of like peculiar cones.

RhododendronIts deeply green, leathery leaves and 

distinct flowers make for a beautiful 

arrangement in any garden. The 

shrubbery blooms in many different 

shades—white, yellow, pink, red, 

orange, or purple.

WeigelaIts tubular flowers immediately catch 

the eye. They’re usually pink but 

some varieties grow red, magenta, 

or white blooms. Even the leaves are 

multi-coloured—not only green, but also 

red to mention a few. ViburnumWhen this popular shrubbery blooms, 

it’s as if it’s been showered with 
snowballs that weigh the branches 

down. The blooms start out light 
green, slowly turning white until 

they’re mildly pink.

Box tree Few other bushes are used for hedging 

as frequently as the box tree. That’s 

because it’s very easy to shape. It 

has green, shiny leathery leaves and 

inconspicuous tiny flowers. Watch 

out, though! All part of this shrubbery 

are poisonous.

Curra
nt fruit colours

SHRUBS
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Nature's Wonderful Colors

Nature is teeming with incredible colors. But have you ever wondered how 
the colors green, yellow, pink, or blue might taste or smell? What might they 
sound like? Or what would they feel like if you touched them? Nature’s colors 

are so wonderful and diverse that they inspired people to use the names of 
plants, animals, and minerals when labeling the different shades. Join us on a 
journey to discover the twelve most well-known colors and their shades. You 

will learn that the colors and elements you find in nature are often closely 
connected. Will you be able to match all the shades in each chapter? Last but 
not least, if you are an aspiring artist, take our course at the end of the book 

and you’ll be able to paint as exquisitely as nature itself does!

“Yellow takes yet more forms in Colors in NatureColors in Nature, a picture book written 
by Czech writers Štěpánka Sekaninová and Jana Sedláčková, who go 

into greater detail. Here in little paintings by Magdalena Konečná we see 
the finely graded yellows of things both well-known and less-celebrated: 

the blooms of forsythia and cowslip; the gleams of sulfur, gold and citrine; 
the yellows of ginger and bumblebees and dripping amber honey.” 

-- The Wall Street Journal --

Albatros
$ 14.95
Printed in Czech Republic by Tiskárna Helbich, a.s.
www.albatrosbooks.com

Other releases in this series:

Take some time to look around. You may see a tiny  
dotted ladybug spread its shards and fly from a dandelion  

leaf to a nearby garden where heart-shaped strawberries are 
poking out their heads. Oh, what’s that? A snail is crawling over  

a hedgehog’s prickly spines, dragging its round spiral shell 
closer to the strawberries . . . These are just a few of the many 
shapes nature gave to each plant, animal, and mineral. Above 

ground, underground, even the deep dark seas are teeming with 
waves, dots, stripes, playful spots, curly spirals, and complicated 

patterns. Even the tiniest ones have a place in nature and a 
reason to be there. Camouflage patterns help animals blend 

in with their surroundings, while the more distinct ones serve 
them during courtship or when spooking an intruder. Which 

marvelous shapes and patterns can you find around?

Magdalena Konečná • Jana Sedláčková • Štěpánka Sekaninová
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They make you feel like you’re in the country. 
They have a calming presence. Caring for 
them can be a lifelong hobby. What're we 
talking about? Why, houseplants of course! 
This book will tell you all you need to know 
for your house plants to thrive. You will learn 
to identify and care for common plants and 
learn about basic procedures that make 
repotting easy. But what if you run into 
problems? Well, our fun encyclopedia has 
plenty of solutions! So, open this book 
and take your first steps in the world of 
houseplants! 
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Read & Spot books are fun, educational stories that will keep children 
entertained as they learn. Beautifully illustrated, these books are full of facts and 
information. There are also fun things to spot on every page, while learning about 
colors and numbers. In this story, we will learn all about the seasons with Talia and  

her two pets: Coco the cat and Buster the dog. Children will find out all about the joys 
and differences of each season. For the more curious, there is also some basic  

planetary science and simple explanation as to why we have seasons. 
Make learning fun! 
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& Read & Spot books are fun, educational stories that
will keep children entertained as they learn. Beautifully illustrated, these 
books are full of facts and information. There are also fun things to spot  

on every page, while learning about color and numbers. In this story,  
children will learn all about the joys of growing fruits and  

vegetables with Bella and her friend Sam. Make learning fun!
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Have you ever noticed that the plants 
in our woods, parks, streets, and homes 

are tremendously talkative? Although plants speak 
no human languages, they tell each other 

of their experiences, issue warnings and comfort, 
and give help when it is needed—as this book

shows. By opening a window on each double-page 
spread, you will soon understand how plants 

communicate without words. With this 
book, you will never be lost in 

the plant kingdom!
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Have you ever wondered how many 
of the things around us come from nature? 
There are so many things, including wooden 

furniture, metal utensils, beeswax, and bread. 
We rarely—if ever—think about how dif cult 

all this was to make. How long did a tree grow 
before it became the chair you’re now sitting 

on? How did a cow’s milk turn into the ice 
cream that cools you off in summertime? 

This book will show you which materials go into 
making the stuff we use in our everyday lives. 
Look beneath the  aps and  nd out what we’re 

sourcing from the natural world around us. 

Text by Radka Píro
Illustrations by Anastasiia Moshina

WHAT THINGS COME 
FROM NATURE?
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children under 
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Come around the world with us and get to know the 
different types of waters and their inhabitants as well 
as plants. Our animal friends will join you on this 
journey. They're having the adventure of a lifetime: 
they want to go home. But what if they don't know 
where their home is? Luckily, they have Annie. She'll 
accompany them on their journey to discover various 
waters—from polar waters to the Amazon River—to 
find which one is the right one for each of them. And 
what happens after they reach their final destination? 
The animals would love to tell you. Join us on our 
journey. Along the way you'll learn many new things!

WRITTEN BY PAVLA HANÁČKOVÁ
ILLUSTRATED BY LINH DAO
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Come around the world with us and get to know the 
different types of forests and their inhabitants as well as 
plants. Our animal friends will join you on this journey. 
They're having the adventure of a lifetime: they want to go 
home. But what if they don't know where their home is? 
Luckily, they have Charlie. He'll accompany them on their 
journey to discover various forests to find which one is the 
right one for each of them. And what happens after they 
reach their final destination? The animals would love to 
tell you. Join us on our journey. Along the way you'll learn 
many new things!
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Why We Need to Care for Our Planet
Packed with important information and exciting illustrations, Nature takes readers  

on a beautiful and inspiring ecological journey. From the greenest of forests to the bluest 

of oceans, kids will learn all about timely and important topics such as biodiversity, 

deforestation, and our ecological footprints. By posing questions and encouraging 

children to search for answers themselves, this unique and engaging book will inspire 

them to become active participants in the fight to help protect our planet.

Written by Joli Hannah

Illustrated by Amelia Herbertson
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Not far from a deep forest, there lived mom, dad,  
and their two children—Hansel and Gretel. And 
because Hansel and Gretel had always been little 

fidgets, it was no wonder that one day, they got lost 
deep in the woods, and while trying to find their way 
home, they came upon a witch’s house made of breads, 
cakes, and sugar! What plants did they see during 
their wandering in and out of the forest? You can learn 
very interesting information about forests, fields, and 
meadows in this richly illustrated book, Observing the 
Plants of the Forest with Hansel & Gretel, which is a unique 
combination of fairy tale and encyclopedia.

Text by Sabina Konečná & Lenka Adamová 
Illustrations by Jakub Cenkl & Tomáš Kopecký
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Come take a good look at the broad-leaved 
trees below which Hansel and Gretel had 
so much fun. The other category of trees, 

apart from the conifers. They grow leaves and 

their seeds are created in fruits. They can be 

found both in broad-leaved and mixed forests. 

Most broad-leaved trees shed their leaves in  

the autumn. They grow in temperate and 
tropical zones all over the world.

BROADLEAVES

Leaves vs. nettles 
Unlike coniferous trees whose leaves are shaped 
like needles, the leaves of broad-leaved trees 
are flat and can have many different shapes and 
sizes. In the autumn, they change colours and 
then are shed so that the tree could grow new 
ones in the spring.

The fruits of forest trees are an 

essential food for all animals 

that live in the forest. Acorns and 

beechnuts, especially, are very 

important. But large forest animals 

can't do only with what they can 

find and must be given extra feed 

in the winter.
The fruits of broad-leaved trees 

can have many different forms 

and shapes. They can be light and 

winged to get as far as possible 

(achenes), or relatively heavy so that 

they would stay close to the parent 

tree after ripening and falling down 

to the ground (nuts).

edible dormouse 

Forest tree wood

We're blooming 

Trees are an important source of wood,  
used for making furniture or paper among other things. Typically, quality beech or  oak wood is sourced for this but it's also 
possible to use the wood of certain conifers 
or fruit-bearing trees.

Unlike conifers which grow cones, 
broad-leaved trees have either blooms 
or inflorescences which is basically 
a few leaves growing together. Birch 
catkin or a chestnut raceme are a few 
examples of this. These blooms then 
turn into fruits.

beech wood

beech inflorescence

beechnuts

elder inflorescence 

Forest fruits aren't used just by 
animals. In case of black elder, 
both the fruits and the blooms 
are harvested, owing to their 
healing properties. The white 
fragrant blooms go into making 
teas to treat the cold while the 
black fruits, called elderberries, 
are boiled into a syrup.

elder leaves

ripe elderberries

Black elder

Birch
Birches can be either trees, 

or bushes. They have a multi-
-coloured bark which peels in 
thin layers. It's usually pale or 
white and has characteristic 

horizontal strips. 

Beech
Beeches have a thin smooth 

grey bark that scars if harmed. 
Their root system is shallow 

and wide. They're grown for 
their quality wood and as ornamental trees in parks.

Maple
Easily recognizable due to 

their palmate leaves that 
change colour in the autumn, 

ranging from yellow to red. 
Maple wood is used for 

making string instruments 
because it carries sounds very well.

Hazel
Bushes with dense, resilient 

roots. Quickly growing woody 

plants that can withstand even 

polluted environments. 
Hazel withes are traditionally 

used for weaving baskets or 

for building fences.

Ivy
Ivy is an evergreen climber 

with special holds which allow 

it to grow up a tree. Its 
leaves contain substances that 

irritate the skin. The fruits 
are a source of food for birds.

Oak
Long-lived and slow-growing 

trees. Their exceptionally hard 

wood is used for making 
furniture and barrels. The 

bark of some oaks has healing 

properties.

Fruits

HazelnutsThe hazel's fruit is called  
a hazelnut. It often grows in  

clusters of multiple nuts.  
A delicacy sought-after by many 

animals and people,  
it's very popular due to its  

high content of valuable 
substances.

Maple samaraThe maple's fruit is called 
a samara and it grows in 

clusters. After it ripens, it 
falls apart, forming two flat 

winged achenes whose 
shape allows them to move 

in the air and easily spread 
throughout the surrounding 

environment.

Birch acheneThe birch's fruit is called an 
achene. It's a small winged 

seed that can be found in 
female catkins that contain 

loads of it! After ripening, 
these catkins fall apart, 

the achenes are released 
into the air, and travel 

far, far away.

Acorns
Acorns are the fruit of oaks, 

consisting of a nut and cup. 
They can be round or longish 

and are eaten by many 
forest animals, such as wild 

boars, deer, and squirrels. 
In the past, people used 

them for making flour or 
roasting coffee.

beechnuts can be enjoyed  
by both small and large
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Choking hazard.  

Not suitable for children 
under 36 months. 
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Once upon a time, there was a queen who only cared 
about her looks. She believed she was the most beau-
tiful woman in the world, except for her stepdaughter, 

Snow White. And what happened to the beautiful princess 
and her evil stepmother? You can read that in the fairy tale 
Discovering the Underground with Snow White. In addition to 
the well-known fairy story, there are seven folding and richly 
illustrated maps from which you can also learn about what 
lies underground, who works there, which animals live there, 
and other curiosities associated with the “realm” below the 
Earth’s surface. Discovering the Underground with Snow White 
is a unique mix of encyclopedia and fairy tale that pleases but 
also instructs all young readers and their parents.

Text by Tom Velčovský  
Illustrations by Jakub Cenkl
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B eautiful stones were not buried 
underground by people. Their formation 
took millions of years through the action 

of terrestrial forces. Planet Earth is always in 

motion and never sleeps. Not only precious 

metals and stones but also large cave complexes 

form under its surface. Water supplies can also 

be found deep in the soil, while the rivers of hot 

magma flow truly deep.

GEOLOGY

The Earth

Water cycle

Lithosphere

The lithosphere is an aggregate name for the crust and 

the upper mantle of the Earth. Together, they form the 

moving mantle of the Earth, seemingly floating on its 

liquid core. The mantle is not a single unit but consists of 

multiple plates. The movement, and the impact of the 

plates in particular, may cause natural catastrophes, such 

as earthquakes or volcanic eruptions.  Volcano

Geothermal energy is also used  

for recreational or medical pur- 

poses in spas. This is because hot 

springs contain many beneficial 

substances and the heat has 
rejuvenating powers.

It is the process of obtaining heat from the underground. 
Its temperature warms the ground surface through 

groundwater, which rises to the surface in the form of hot 
springs or steam. People use the heat for domestic heating 

or to produce electricity in geothermal power plants. In such 
power plants, heated water turns to steam, which then drives 

power-producing turbines.

People are not the only ones who enjoy the healing and soothing effects of hot springs. For example, wild Japanese macaques have a spa park of their own.

Hot water can also rises to the surface similarly to magma, 

forming hot springs called geysers. The highest geyser can be 

seen in Iceland. In 2000, it projected water at a height of 400 feet, 

setting the world record.

Geothermal energy

The sun makes water evaporate into the 
atmosphere, where it turns into clouds. From 
there, it falls down to the ground in the form 
of rain and then evaporates again … and again. 
This is called the water cycle. A part of the water 
is absorbed by the ground, which is important 
for plants, trees, and fungi because it gives them 
the moisture and nutrients they need. 

1 2 3 4

1. lithosphere (crust + the uppermost part of the 

mantle), 2. mantle, 3. outer core , 4. inner core

oceanic  crust

the uppermost  part of the  mantle

mantle 

The plates move very slowly, around 4 inches per year; 

however, they generate enormous pressure on each 

other. This forces melted rock (called magma) up to the 

surface. If the pressure is really high, magma shoots up 

from the Earth, causing a dangerous explosion.

A volcanic explosion is often accompanied by earthquakes 

and landslides, and along with magma, the volcano also 

projects large clouds of ashes and dust. These may affect 

the weather miles away. Magma coming up to the surface 

is called lava, which hardens quickly on the colder surface 

but can cause great damage before it does.

continental 
crust

magma

lava

volcano

soil

easily accessible water 
hardly accessible water
impermeable surface 

soil

hardly accessible w
ater

easily accessible water

Water located in the lower layers of the Earth serves as a reservoir 

of drinking water, from which we draw using water wells. Wells 

are categorized into shallow and deep wells. Shallow wells are 

used to draw easily accessible underground water and can often 

be found under easily permeable soil layers — e.g., under sand. 

On the other hand, hardly accessible water is mostly located 

under impermeable rocks, such as shale. In such cases, water has 

to be drawn through deep wells.

Caves are underground cavities naturally formed by the 

weathering of rock caused by underground springs 

penetrating cracks under the surface. In the course of 

time, water melts the rock, in effect forming large spaces 

called caves or caverns. 

stalagmite
stalagnate

stalactite

Minerals
High pressures and tem-

peratures make magma 
change its structure, 

gorgeous minerals forming as a result. 
These minerals differ in 

color and hardness. To 
put things in order, the 

German mineralogist 
Friedrich Mohs ordered 

minerals on a scale from 
the softest (1) to the 

hardest (10).

1. Talc
2. Halite(gypsum) 3. Calcite

4. Fluorite
5. Apatite

6. Orthoclase(feldspar) 7. Quartz 8. Topaz
9. Corundum

10. Diamond

power plant
distribution of electricity

cold water  pumped down steam and hot water rising up

400 ft

Geysir, Iceland 2000

Japanese macaque

The Grand Prismatic Spring  
in Wyoming, Yellowstone  

National Park

deep well

shallow well

types of wells

More than 4 billion years ago, the Earth was a red-hot 

sphere. Its surface cooled down gradually, resulting in 

Earth‘s solid crust. On the other hand, the Earth's core 

is still liquid and extremely hot; however, it continues 

cooling, albeit very slowly. Its temperature is about 

10,800°F, which is as hot as the Sun's surface. The 

Earth's core also heats the lower of the Earth, which 

produces interesting phenomena.

Caves

Groundwater
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Once upon a time, there was a very curious little girl with  
a red cap whom everybody called nothing else but Red 
Riding Hood. You may have heard about her going to 

her grandmother‘s and meeting the wolf on her way there. 
But only few people know that on her adventurous journey 
she met other forest animals like singing birds, a squirrel, deer, 
ants, and many others. What are these animals, and how do 
they live? You can find out on the pages of this richly illustrated 
book Observing the Animals of the Forest with Red Riding Hood. 
It uniquely connects the famous fairy tale with an encyclopedia 
full of the most interesting information about animals of the 
forest and its surroundings.
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Text by Jana Sedláčková & Štěpánka Sekaninová 
Illustrations by Linh Dao & Alžbeta Božeková 
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FOREST BEASTS OF PREY

European badger
It is a talented forest builder that builds 

complex dens. These so-called badger 

castles are passed on from one generation 

of badgers to another. Sometimes the dens 

are so large that even their owners can get 

lost in them. Yet they keep them very tidy. 

Earthworms are their favourite food.

Eurasian lynx
This large and protected feline is truly 

worthy of its name - it can see a hare 

from a distance of over 300 metres 

during the day and 125 metres at night. 

Its hearing is equally great, but the sense 

of smell is not that good. The spots on 

the fur are unique for each lynx, just like 

human fingerprints.

Red foxThese clever animals need several 

burrows to live in. Only one of them, 

however, is the main one. They dig 

their dwellings in the slopes of hills, 

as far away from water as possible. 

If you hear a fox barking between 

January and March, it means you are 

witnessing a courtship.

Larger beasts

Why are beasts of 
prey important in  

the forest?Now you are probably wondering if these 

bloodthirsty beasts of prey are important 

for nature. Believe us, they are. A lot! They 

prevent the overpopulation of the ungulates 

and other animals that feed on plants. 

Without beasts, they could soon eat the 

whole forest! Beasts that feed on dead 

animals protect the forest from the spread of 

diseases and illnesses.

P hew! Little Red Riding Hood took  
a breather. What an adventure! I can‘t 
wait to tell my Grandma about all of 

this! She tries to recall every detail of the 
wolf‘s skinny body: big teeth, long ears, 
sharp claws... and the size of the bear’s paw 

that drove the wolf away.

The brown bear is also a beast of prey, but it is not a hunter. It has a preference for grass, blueberries, raspberries, rose hips, rowanberries, seeds or sweet honey which it steals from forest bees. The brown bear sleeps through the winter and in the spring, indulges in a few animals that died during the cold months. 

Brown bear

WildcatThis lonely forest hunter dwells in tree 

hollows, crevasses or abandoned burrows. 

Just like any other cat, it loves rodents that it 

tirelessly chases in the forest until it catches 

them - even when it’s getting dark, the wildcat 

can see perfectly. Despite its warm fur, it 

likes to sunbathe.

Wolf
Although wolf pairs are deeply loyal 
and mostly group in packs, there are 
lone wolves as well that join the pack 
only for a while. Being in a pack makes it 
easier for the wolf to hunt and take care 
of little playful wolves.

Sniffing & tracking

Wolves & dogsDid you know that all dogs, even the

cutest chihuahua, are descendants
of wild wolves? Yet there are several

differences between dogs and
wolves: wolves howl while dogs bark;

wolves eat meat only, but dogs will 

sometimes even eat vegetables; a 
dog can be trained but a wolf only 
listens to its pack.

Speed, agility, strong and sharp teeth, paws 
with claws, great sight and smell - these 
are the most important features of small 
and large carnivores. Whether it is a loner 
or animal that lives in a pack, they have 
one thing in common: they are great 
hunters that mostly need food in the 
form of fresh meat.

tracking wolf

WOLF PACK

European polecat
This solitary night hunter also likes wet and 

waterlogged areas. Its menu has to contain 

fish. It produces a yellow secretion to mark its 

territory. The smell can definitely be sensed 

even from a distance!

European mink
This cute beast is currently listed as critically 

endangered. In order to find a partner, the male mink 

sets out on a long trip in the early spring. Together 

they build a nest near the river.

Least weaselWith its short hind legs, the quick to learn weasel 

can scrape through a vole’s corridor, and once it 

catches something in its small paws and sharp teeth, 

will never let go of it. It seeks shelters in piles of 

wood and tree cavities.

European pine marten
Its home is mainly in damp forests, where it sets out to 

look for food at night. Sometimes it catches only small 

insects, sometimes a frog, bird or smaller mammal. It 

also likes to eat bird eggs or bee honey.

Smaller beasts

str o n g  a n d  s h a r p t e e t h

w o lf  p a w w i t h c l a w s

No man, even one with the best nose, can 

match the beasts of prey. For example, a 
wolf’s sense of smell is, without exaggeration, 

up to 100 times more sensitive. Thanks to it, 

wolves can smell their prey from up to several 

kilometres or recognize which fellow animal 

was just passing by.  

Although bears feed mainly on plants, it is best to avoid them. If you are in the outdoors for a long time, do not leave any food out – as it would definitely attract sweet-toothed bears. If you do meet some furry bears, do not look directly into their eyes, speak in a calm voice and slowly and unobtrusively move away to safety. When a bear stands on his hind legs, it probably just wants to look around.

dog sled with malamutes

little wolf 
pups

howling wolf 

wolf‘s footprint

Watch out forforgotten snack!bear‘s front 
paw

bear‘s hind 
paw

Beasts of prey
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Far, far away—nine mountains and nine rivers away—
lived a charming princess called Sleeping Beauty. 
Her great passion was gardening and she took loving 

care of all of the plants surrounding her palace. Sadly, the 
princess was cursed when she pricked her finger on a thorn 
one day. She fell fast asleep, and the entire garden became 
shrouded in brier roses, hawthorn, and weeds. How will the 
charming princess save her garden? Discover the princess’s 
story, and find out about the wonderful world of gardening 
with this richly illustrated book—Learning About the Garden 
with Sleeping Beauty—a unique combination of fairy tale 
and encyclopedia.
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Learning about the Garden  
with Sleeping Beauty

Text by Tereza Němcová & Štěpánka Sekaninová 
Illustrations by Magda Andresová & Linh Dao

Currant inflorescence

Magnolia blossom

D id you see the Princess enjoy the beautiful shrubbery in the royal garden? No wonder; after all, shrubs are an indispensable part of any garden. Some enchant us with their interesting flowers or colourful leaves while others delight us with their goodies which we can munch on.

What are shrubs?

Just like trees, shrubs are woody plants. And 

just like trees, they too have an important part 

to play when it comes to producing oxygen. 

They can also function as a dust catcher if your 

house is located close to the road. So what’s 

the difference between trees and shrubs?

Shrubs can be tidied up by trimming.

What about the shrubs? 

In some cases, the line between a tree and 

a shrub isn’t always clear. Some species 

even have both forms, depending on the 

environment in which the plant grows, as 

well as on the skills of the gardener 

who can tidy it up in 
different ways.

Useful shrubs

Magnolia fruit

Currants

A low-maintenance shrubbery which can fit in any garden. Its fruits – juicy 

berries with a few seeds – are very popular. There are several varieties of 

different tastes and colours to choose from. Red currants are the sourest, 

while the white ones tend to be much sweeter. Finally, black currants have a 

somewhat peculiar, very aromatic spicy taste which may not be very appealing 
to those on the fussy side.

some shrubs grow goodies

adorns some 
shrubs

shrubs branch close to the ground

Ornamental shrubs

Ornamental and useful
Ornamental shrubs prettify each and every 

garden not only with their exquisite blossoms, 

but also with their interesting leaves. Branchy 

shrubbery can fill up and cover ugly corners while 

the short ones can be used as a hedge around 

the road. Meanwhile, useful shrubs provide 

us with lovely fruits. You don’t need a ladder 

to harvest them; munch on them freely while 

standing on the ground!

JostaberryA crossbreed between gooseberries and black currants, 

it has the currant’s thorn-free branches and dark fruits, 

as well as the large berries of the gooseberry bush. When 

ripe, its fruits are about 1 to 3 cm large and purple in 

colour—the riper, the sweeter.

ChokeberryBoth useful and ornamental, chokeberries are adorned with tiny 

white blooms in the spring while delighting the eye with orange-

red leaves and dark fruits in the autumn. The berries are not only 

pretty, but also beneficial, full of healthy substances.

Magnolia
One of the most beautiful ornamental shrubberies that can be found in our gardens and parks are called magnolia. They charm people with their white-pink blossoms. They usually bloom before their first leaves sprout. You can’t really savour their fruits, though they do look interesting—sort of like peculiar cones.

RhododendronIts deeply green, leathery leaves and 

distinct flowers make for a beautiful 

arrangement in any garden. The 

shrubbery blooms in many different 

shades—white, yellow, pink, red, 

orange, or purple.

WeigelaIts tubular flowers immediately catch 

the eye. They’re usually pink but 

some varieties grow red, magenta, 

or white blooms. Even the leaves are 

multi-coloured—not only green, but also 

red to mention a few. ViburnumWhen this popular shrubbery blooms, 

it’s as if it’s been showered with 
snowballs that weigh the branches 

down. The blooms start out light 
green, slowly turning white until 

they’re mildly pink.

Box tree Few other bushes are used for hedging 

as frequently as the box tree. That’s 

because it’s very easy to shape. It 

has green, shiny leathery leaves and 

inconspicuous tiny flowers. Watch 

out, though! All part of this shrubbery 

are poisonous.
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Nature's Wonderful Colors

Nature is teeming with incredible colors. But have you ever wondered how 
the colors green, yellow, pink, or blue might taste or smell? What might they 
sound like? Or what would they feel like if you touched them? Nature’s colors 

are so wonderful and diverse that they inspired people to use the names of 
plants, animals, and minerals when labeling the different shades. Join us on a 
journey to discover the twelve most well-known colors and their shades. You 

will learn that the colors and elements you find in nature are often closely 
connected. Will you be able to match all the shades in each chapter? Last but 
not least, if you are an aspiring artist, take our course at the end of the book 

and you’ll be able to paint as exquisitely as nature itself does!

“Yellow takes yet more forms in Colors in NatureColors in Nature, a picture book written 
by Czech writers Štěpánka Sekaninová and Jana Sedláčková, who go 

into greater detail. Here in little paintings by Magdalena Konečná we see 
the finely graded yellows of things both well-known and less-celebrated: 

the blooms of forsythia and cowslip; the gleams of sulfur, gold and citrine; 
the yellows of ginger and bumblebees and dripping amber honey.” 

-- The Wall Street Journal --

Albatros
$ 14.95
Printed in Czech Republic by Tiskárna Helbich, a.s.
www.albatrosbooks.com
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Take some time to look around. You may see a tiny  
dotted ladybug spread its shards and fly from a dandelion  

leaf to a nearby garden where heart-shaped strawberries are 
poking out their heads. Oh, what’s that? A snail is crawling over  

a hedgehog’s prickly spines, dragging its round spiral shell 
closer to the strawberries . . . These are just a few of the many 
shapes nature gave to each plant, animal, and mineral. Above 

ground, underground, even the deep dark seas are teeming with 
waves, dots, stripes, playful spots, curly spirals, and complicated 

patterns. Even the tiniest ones have a place in nature and a 
reason to be there. Camouflage patterns help animals blend 

in with their surroundings, while the more distinct ones serve 
them during courtship or when spooking an intruder. Which 

marvelous shapes and patterns can you find around?

Magdalena Konečná • Jana Sedláčková • Štěpánka Sekaninová
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SHAPES & PATTERNS IN NATURE
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They make you feel like you’re in the country. 
They have a calming presence. Caring for 
them can be a lifelong hobby. What're we 
talking about? Why, houseplants of course! 
This book will tell you all you need to know 
for your house plants to thrive. You will learn 
to identify and care for common plants and 
learn about basic procedures that make 
repotting easy. But what if you run into 
problems? Well, our fun encyclopedia has 
plenty of solutions! So, open this book 
and take your first steps in the world of 
houseplants! 

Magda Garguláková · Lenka Chytilová
Illustrations by Hannah Abbo
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THE LANGUAGE OF PLANTS
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UNDERSTANDING HOW  
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THE LANGUAGE  
OF PLANTS

UNDERSTANDING HOW 
PLANTS COMMUNICATE

Could it be that plants are the ones who truly rule the world? 
What if they have superpowers we have overlooked?  
When you look at plants, you might say to yourself:  

“That’s cool and all, but a bit boring.” Plants don’t walk 
or talk, and they let themselves be pulled up and cut down.  
But is that all there is to them? Recent scientific findings  

have shaken our traditional view of plants. Now we know that 
they don’t just take a passive interest in the world around 

them—they actively react to it. Plus they communicate  
in ways we humans can only dream of.

Written by Helena Haraštová
Illustrated by Darya Beklemesheva
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The 
Secret Life  

of the Forest

Trees, animals,  
and fungi 

Illustrated by Katarina Kratochvílová

Written by Klára Holík, Ivi Niesner, and Jana Sedláčková

What exactly is a forest? Is it just a group of trees?  

Or is something greater hidden among all those mysterious  

roots and branches? The lives of trees are truly remarkable 

. . . Just like we humans, trees can breathe. They can even 

get hungry or thirsty. They have families that protect their 

little seedlings, as well as friends who give each other help 

whenever it’s needed. At first sight, it might seem like the 

relationships between the inhabitants of the forest (trees, 

ants, birds, fungi, and others) are all tangled up, but when 

we take a closer look, we can see that they live together in 

an invisible harmony. How is that possible, though? Join our 

guide – the intrepid, curious Little Seed – as we climb into the 

branches and peer under the roots to learn the mysterious 

language of the forest.

The Secret Life  
of the Forest

Trees, animals,  
and fungi 
Written by Klára Holík,  

Ivi Niesner, and Jana Sedláčková

Illustrated by Katarina Kratochvílová
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Tomáš Tůma

We all know that there are many birds up 

in the sky, but did you know that there 

is a similarly vast number down here on 

the ground? The bird kingdom is weird, 

wonderful, vivid, and fascinating. This 

encyclopedia will introduce you to over 

a hundred of the world’s best-known birds, 

and it will give you a clear idea about how  

birds are classified. You will find an  

attractive selection of birds of prey, parrots, 

penguins, songbirds, and aquatic birds from 

practically every corner of Planet Earth.  

The magnificent full-color illustrations and 

easy-to-read text make this book a handy 

guide that all preschoolers and young 

children will enjoy. 
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Tomáš Tůma

Vast numbers of animals live here on Earth, 

from tiny insects to large mammals.  

The animal world is varied and quite 

interesting. This encyclopedia will introduce 

you to several hundreds of the best known and 

most interesting animals on the whole planet, 

and to top it off, it will help you put each one 

of them into the right group.  

This book showcases a compelling  

selection of mammals, rodents, ungulates, 

primates, predators, cetaceans, birds,  

fish, cartilaginous fish, amphibians,  

reptiles, insects, and other animal groups  

that can be found all over Earth.  

Beautiful illustrations and simple texts  

make this book indispensable for all children.
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Tereza Němcová 
Tomáš Pernický

This planet of ours is teeming with vast numbers 

of plants, from small flowers to giant trees. 

And there are fungi and lichens too. With this 

encyclopedia, you will get to know a few hundred 

of the best known and most interesting plants 

from all over the world. What’s more, this book 

will show you the groups in which plants, fungi, 

and lichens can be classified. It will introduce 

you to mysterious lichens, edible and inedible 

mushrooms (as well as poisonous ones), and 

flowering and non-flowering plants. You will  

also learn about trees, bushes, and herbs from  

all corners of the globe. With its magnificent  

full-color illustrations and simple explanations, 

this book is not only useful; it is an essential 

learning companion for young readers.
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“The Earth laughs in flowers,” said the 19th-century American poet, 
essayist, and spiritual thinker Ralph Waldo Emerson. World-renowned 
botanical artist Pavlína Kourková shows us exactly what he meant. 
Inspired by the beautiful flowers she sees on her travels around the Czech 
countryside, she brings them to life in vibrant watercolor. Naturally, her 
work is admired by lovers of art, as well as by prestigious associations of 
botanical artists all over the world, who have accepted her as a member. 
Above all, Pavlína Kourková paints with passion and love.

“When I first saw the work of Pavlína Kourková, I recognised in it a 
pure softness that is a pleasure to behold. Pavlína manages to paint with 
such even beauty that it captivates the viewer. There is both precision and 
simplicity in each study and a clarity of decision-making in her delivery 
of the paint. Her studies have a smooth and gentle quality all of their 
own. Her work in this book is pure colourful joy from start to finish.”

—Billy Showell, BA, SBA
World-renowned artist & illustrator, tutor, author,  
president emeritus of the Society of Botanical Artists UK

The loveliest flowers  
in our meadows and gardens

The S O U L S of Flowers
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Pavlína Kourková 
and her art
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hardcover
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hardcover
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ISBN: 9788000068428
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Pub date: Aug 1, 2023
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hardcover
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9.5 x 9.5 in, 20 pages, 
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Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000070988
Price: $14.95
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Take a look around you—at home, on the 
street, at the train station, wherever. How 

many numbers do you see? Quite a lot, right? 
It may not seem so at first glance, but there 
are numbers all around us. By now, you can 
probably read them, maybe even count with 
them. But do you know what is happening 

behind these numbers? Do you know what they 
tell us? Numbers aren’t just about math and 

counting, what time it is, or how much things 
cost. They do much, much more . . . 

Come with us as we open a door into  
the numerous worlds of numbers . . . 

Check out the other  
release in this series:
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Everything around us is made of basic 
shapes. Whether you’re at home or 

on the street, you’ll find circles, squares, 
rectangles, and triangles everywhere, 

and they also combine to make up other 
more complex shapes. We use some to help 

us communicate, and we wear others to look 
nice. Believe it or not, some shapes can even 
save our lives! Are you curious to learn what 
else shapes can do? Well then come immerse 

yourself in the fun world of shapes.
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ShapEs
Written by  
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Lukáš Fibrich 
SHAPE UP 

your knowledge   

M
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Can you find 
me in every 

picture?  

Illustrated by 
Lukáš Fibrich 

What is this book even about? Shapes? In a way, yes. 
But it’s more about the things happening around us. 
So what’s with the shapes? Are they even important? 

You bet they are. Super important! They provide space 
and offer boundaries. Many things happen within their 

limits. See for yourself. Let your imagination run wild 
as you watch all of these shapes come to life.
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Planet Earth is a place of extreme
temperatures, poisonous creatures,
inaccessible vegetation, mysterious
caves, bottomless abysses, and loads
more complications . . . If this doesn‘t
make you close your eyes in fear, but
instead makes you dream of a total
adventure, open up this book and allow
this group of four brave children, with
cameras, lenses, and diaries in hand, to
invite you on fascinating travels at the
limits of human possibility. You will get
to know places where ordinary tourists
never reach and also learn how to
photograph and record your own
adventures best.

Written by Helena Haraštová
Illustrated by Lukáš Fibrich

Written by Helena Haraštová
Illustrated by Lukáš Fibrich
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Look Around and Learn All Aboard!series: series: 

STEM and STEAM

9 788000 063492

5 1 4 9 5
ISBN 978-80-00-06349-2

Is space the number one topic you’re interested in? 
Would you like to learn what breathtaking objects 
and man-made machines are flying around out there? 
Would you like to become an astronaut and see 
everything with your own eyes?

Karl the kiwi bird is interested in just that. His biggest 
dream is to visit space as an astronaut.

Together you’ll learn many interesting things about 
all kinds of spacecraft. You’ll meet the most famous 
types and also catch a glimpse of what goes on 
before you even get to go to space—astronaut 
training and liftoff  included!

Join Karl in his spacecraft, get to know the solar 
system, and even more! Who knows what is hiding 
beyond our galaxy . . .

A lbatros
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www.albatrosbooks.com
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All aboard! 
Get ready 
for liftoff !

ALL ABOARD!

Pavla  Hanáčková •  Diarmuid Ó Catháin

ROCKETS
ROCKETS

Are you interested in the ocean and its mysterious inhabitants? 
Would you like to go underwater to see the fish, octopuses, 
jellyfish, and sharks for yourself? Do you dream of traveling to 
the dark depths of the seabed? 

Karl the kiwi bird says yes to all these questions. He is forever 
looking at the calm surface of the ocean, imagining that one day 
he will explore the underwater world up close and in detail. 

Come join Karl on a research submarine and discover the glories 
and secrets of the ocean – and so much more! Plus, you will 
learn which machines people use for their watery travels, how 
a submarine works, why deep oceans remain unexplored,  
and what kinds of superpowers the inhabitants of the deep have. 
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ALL ABOARD! 

Helena Haraštová •  Diarmuid Ó Catháin

SUBMARINESAll aboard! We’re 
going down!
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Have you ever wondered what it would be like to fly a plane? Would 
you like to see the world from high above? And are you interested 
in learning about the training that pilots have to go through?

You are? Well, so is Karl, a kiwi bird who can’t fly. But he’d so love 
to figure it out!

Join Karl as he learns what flying a plane is all about. We’ll take  
a peek at the history of aviation and find out what kinds of things 
can be encountered in the sky.

So come board our plane with Karl  
and let’s take off for the skies!

Up, up, and away 
we go!

Check out the other titles in this series:

World of Amazementseries: 

AMAZING PLANTS OF THE 
WORLD
SERIES: World of Amazement

9.0 x 9.0 in, 64 pages,
hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000063539
Price: $16.95
Pub date: Apr 19, 2022
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Reference; Encyclopedias
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Welcome to this botanical garden, where human 
feet have not trodden for many years. Actually,

one has-or rather a pair of them have. They belong 
to a passionate botanist who spends all his time in the 
company of flowers. He does not seem interested in 
people, as he feels himself to be a plant rather than 
a member of the species homo sapiens. He may seem 
strange-or even scary, like anything unknown-but 
rest assured that he is completely harmless just like 
his plants are . . . unless you’re a fly or a beetle, which 
his carnivorous plants love to eat, that is. No worries,
those meat lovers might possibly snatch at your snack if 
you have a ham sandwich or a sausage in your bag, but 
that’s all. Though some of the plants from this forgotten 
botanical garden look predatory at first sight, even 
spooky, they are still just plants that can never catch 
you. Enough talking, though! Keep your hats on as our 
tour of the botanical garden begins . . .
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SERIES: World of Amazement

9.0 x 9.0 in, 64 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000059303
Price: $12.95
Pub date: Jul 27, 2021
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Curiosities & Wonders
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Boys and girls, ladies and gentlemen, 
roll up, roll up! You will hear things 

you have never heard before, and you will 
see things you have never before seen,  
like a frog with a handsome moustache, 
a butterfly that looks like a bird, a fish 
with its own light, or a three-eyed lizard. 
Allow our book to present to you all these 
and many more marvelous creatures, 
large and small, from all over the world. 
Take a seat, make yourself comfortable, 
turn the page, draw aside the curtain, 
and let the show begin!
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 WORLD
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THE LANGUAGE OF PLANTS

9.0 x 10.25 in, 32 pages, 
hardcover
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Price: $15.95
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9.0 x 10.6 in, 64 pages,
hardcover
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ISBN: 9788000070957
Price: $18.95
Pub date: Jul 16, 2024
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Science & Nature
Lexile Level: 930L
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Young Readers

10.75 x 14.75 in, 48 pages, 
hardcover
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ISBN: 9788000063508
Price: $19.95
Pub date: Aug 9, 2022
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hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
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Price: $19.95
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hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000063515
Price: $19.95
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9.0 x 13.0 in, 88 pages, 
hardcover
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UNDERSTANDING HOW  

PLANTS COMMUNICATE

THE LANGUAGE  
OF PLANTS

UNDERSTANDING HOW 
PLANTS COMMUNICATE

Could it be that plants are the ones who truly rule the world? 
What if they have superpowers we have overlooked?  
When you look at plants, you might say to yourself:  

“That’s cool and all, but a bit boring.” Plants don’t walk 
or talk, and they let themselves be pulled up and cut down.  
But is that all there is to them? Recent scientific findings  

have shaken our traditional view of plants. Now we know that 
they don’t just take a passive interest in the world around 

them—they actively react to it. Plus they communicate  
in ways we humans can only dream of.

Written by Helena Haraštová
Illustrated by Darya Beklemesheva

$15.95
Printed in China by Leo Paper Group
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The 
Secret Life  

of the Forest

Trees, animals,  
and fungi 

Illustrated by Katarina Kratochvílová

Written by Klára Holík, Ivi Niesner, and Jana Sedláčková

What exactly is a forest? Is it just a group of trees?  

Or is something greater hidden among all those mysterious  

roots and branches? The lives of trees are truly remarkable 

. . . Just like we humans, trees can breathe. They can even 

get hungry or thirsty. They have families that protect their 

little seedlings, as well as friends who give each other help 

whenever it’s needed. At first sight, it might seem like the 

relationships between the inhabitants of the forest (trees, 

ants, birds, fungi, and others) are all tangled up, but when 

we take a closer look, we can see that they live together in 

an invisible harmony. How is that possible, though? Join our 

guide – the intrepid, curious Little Seed – as we climb into the 

branches and peer under the roots to learn the mysterious 

language of the forest.

The Secret Life  
of the Forest

Trees, animals,  
and fungi 
Written by Klára Holík,  

Ivi Niesner, and Jana Sedláčková

Illustrated by Katarina Kratochvílová
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Tomáš Tůma

We all know that there are many birds up 

in the sky, but did you know that there 

is a similarly vast number down here on 

the ground? The bird kingdom is weird, 

wonderful, vivid, and fascinating. This 

encyclopedia will introduce you to over 

a hundred of the world’s best-known birds, 

and it will give you a clear idea about how  

birds are classified. You will find an  

attractive selection of birds of prey, parrots, 

penguins, songbirds, and aquatic birds from 

practically every corner of Planet Earth.  

The magnificent full-color illustrations and 

easy-to-read text make this book a handy 

guide that all preschoolers and young 

children will enjoy. 
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Tomáš Tůma

Vast numbers of animals live here on Earth, 

from tiny insects to large mammals.  

The animal world is varied and quite 

interesting. This encyclopedia will introduce 

you to several hundreds of the best known and 

most interesting animals on the whole planet, 

and to top it off, it will help you put each one 

of them into the right group.  

This book showcases a compelling  

selection of mammals, rodents, ungulates, 

primates, predators, cetaceans, birds,  

fish, cartilaginous fish, amphibians,  

reptiles, insects, and other animal groups  

that can be found all over Earth.  

Beautiful illustrations and simple texts  

make this book indispensable for all children.
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Tereza Němcová 
Tomáš Pernický

This planet of ours is teeming with vast numbers 

of plants, from small flowers to giant trees. 

And there are fungi and lichens too. With this 

encyclopedia, you will get to know a few hundred 

of the best known and most interesting plants 

from all over the world. What’s more, this book 

will show you the groups in which plants, fungi, 

and lichens can be classified. It will introduce 

you to mysterious lichens, edible and inedible 

mushrooms (as well as poisonous ones), and 

flowering and non-flowering plants. You will  

also learn about trees, bushes, and herbs from  

all corners of the globe. With its magnificent  

full-color illustrations and simple explanations, 

this book is not only useful; it is an essential 

learning companion for young readers.
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“The Earth laughs in flowers,” said the 19th-century American poet, 
essayist, and spiritual thinker Ralph Waldo Emerson. World-renowned 
botanical artist Pavlína Kourková shows us exactly what he meant. 
Inspired by the beautiful flowers she sees on her travels around the Czech 
countryside, she brings them to life in vibrant watercolor. Naturally, her 
work is admired by lovers of art, as well as by prestigious associations of 
botanical artists all over the world, who have accepted her as a member. 
Above all, Pavlína Kourková paints with passion and love.

“When I first saw the work of Pavlína Kourková, I recognised in it a 
pure softness that is a pleasure to behold. Pavlína manages to paint with 
such even beauty that it captivates the viewer. There is both precision and 
simplicity in each study and a clarity of decision-making in her delivery 
of the paint. Her studies have a smooth and gentle quality all of their 
own. Her work in this book is pure colourful joy from start to finish.”

—Billy Showell, BA, SBA
World-renowned artist & illustrator, tutor, author,  
president emeritus of the Society of Botanical Artists UK

The loveliest flowers  
in our meadows and gardens

The S O U L S of Flowers

Pavlína 
Kourková 
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Pavlína Kourková 
and her art
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SERIES: Look Around and Learn

9.0 x 11.0 in, 40 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000068442
Price: $16.95
Pub date: Jun 6, 2023
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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SHAPES, SHAPES EVERYWHERE
SERIES: Look Around and Learn

9.0 x 11.0 in, 40 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000068428
Price: $16.95
Pub date: Aug 1, 2023
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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7.0 x 9.8 in, 36 pages, 
hardcover with heavy stock paper
Age: 3-6 years
ISBN: 9788000070032
Price: $14.95
Pub date: Oct 17, 2023
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Concepts; Size & Shape

WORLD OF EXTREME 
ADVENTURES

8.3 x 11.0 in, 44 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 9-12 years
ISBN: 9788000066011
Price: $17.95
Pub date: Nov 15, 2022
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Sports & Recreation

ROCKETS
SERIES: All Aboard!

9.5 x 9.5 in, 20 pages, 
hardcover with heavy stock paper
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000063492
Price: $14.95
Pub date: Aug 16, 2022
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction;
Technology

SUBMARINES
SERIES: All Aboard!

9.5 x 9.5 in, 20 pages, 
hardcover with heavy stock paper
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000070988
Price: $14.95
Pub date: May 14, 2024
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Science & Nature
Lexile Level: IG980L

PLANES
SERIES: All Aboard!

9.5 x 9.5 in, 20 pages,
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ISBN: 9788000070995
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Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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Take a look around you—at home, on the 
street, at the train station, wherever. How 

many numbers do you see? Quite a lot, right? 
It may not seem so at first glance, but there 
are numbers all around us. By now, you can 
probably read them, maybe even count with 
them. But do you know what is happening 

behind these numbers? Do you know what they 
tell us? Numbers aren’t just about math and 

counting, what time it is, or how much things 
cost. They do much, much more . . . 

Come with us as we open a door into  
the numerous worlds of numbers . . . 

Check out the other  
release in this series:
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Everything around us is made of basic 
shapes. Whether you’re at home or 

on the street, you’ll find circles, squares, 
rectangles, and triangles everywhere, 

and they also combine to make up other 
more complex shapes. We use some to help 

us communicate, and we wear others to look 
nice. Believe it or not, some shapes can even 
save our lives! Are you curious to learn what 
else shapes can do? Well then come immerse 

yourself in the fun world of shapes.

shapes,  
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Magda Garguláková
Štěpánka Sekaninová

Lukáš Fibrich 
SHAPE UP 

your knowledge   

M
agda G

arguláková • Štěpánka Sekaninová • Lukáš Fibrich 

Can you find 
me in every 

picture?  

Illustrated by 
Lukáš Fibrich 

What is this book even about? Shapes? In a way, yes. 
But it’s more about the things happening around us. 
So what’s with the shapes? Are they even important? 

You bet they are. Super important! They provide space 
and offer boundaries. Many things happen within their 

limits. See for yourself. Let your imagination run wild 
as you watch all of these shapes come to life.
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WARNING:  
Choking hazard.  

Not suitable for children 
under 36 months. 

Shape capesShapescapes

Albatros

Planet Earth is a place of extreme
temperatures, poisonous creatures,
inaccessible vegetation, mysterious
caves, bottomless abysses, and loads
more complications . . . If this doesn‘t
make you close your eyes in fear, but
instead makes you dream of a total
adventure, open up this book and allow
this group of four brave children, with
cameras, lenses, and diaries in hand, to
invite you on fascinating travels at the
limits of human possibility. You will get
to know places where ordinary tourists
never reach and also learn how to
photograph and record your own
adventures best.

Written by Helena Haraštová
Illustrated by Lukáš Fibrich

Written by Helena Haraštová
Illustrated by Lukáš Fibrich
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Look Around and Learn All Aboard!series: series: 

STEM and STEAM

9 788000 063492
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ISBN 978-80-00-06349-2

Is space the number one topic you’re interested in? 
Would you like to learn what breathtaking objects 
and man-made machines are flying around out there? 
Would you like to become an astronaut and see 
everything with your own eyes?

Karl the kiwi bird is interested in just that. His biggest 
dream is to visit space as an astronaut.

Together you’ll learn many interesting things about 
all kinds of spacecraft. You’ll meet the most famous 
types and also catch a glimpse of what goes on 
before you even get to go to space—astronaut 
training and liftoff  included!

Join Karl in his spacecraft, get to know the solar 
system, and even more! Who knows what is hiding 
beyond our galaxy . . .

A lbatros
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www.albatrosbooks.com
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All aboard! 
Get ready 
for liftoff !

ALL ABOARD!

Pavla  Hanáčková •  Diarmuid Ó Catháin

ROCKETS
ROCKETS

Are you interested in the ocean and its mysterious inhabitants? 
Would you like to go underwater to see the fish, octopuses, 
jellyfish, and sharks for yourself? Do you dream of traveling to 
the dark depths of the seabed? 

Karl the kiwi bird says yes to all these questions. He is forever 
looking at the calm surface of the ocean, imagining that one day 
he will explore the underwater world up close and in detail. 

Come join Karl on a research submarine and discover the glories 
and secrets of the ocean – and so much more! Plus, you will 
learn which machines people use for their watery travels, how 
a submarine works, why deep oceans remain unexplored,  
and what kinds of superpowers the inhabitants of the deep have. 
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SUBMARINESAll aboard! We’re 
going down!
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Have you ever wondered what it would be like to fly a plane? Would 
you like to see the world from high above? And are you interested 
in learning about the training that pilots have to go through?

You are? Well, so is Karl, a kiwi bird who can’t fly. But he’d so love 
to figure it out!

Join Karl as he learns what flying a plane is all about. We’ll take  
a peek at the history of aviation and find out what kinds of things 
can be encountered in the sky.

So come board our plane with Karl  
and let’s take off for the skies!

Up, up, and away 
we go!

Check out the other titles in this series:
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AMAZING PLANTS OF THE 
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SERIES: World of Amazement
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hardcover
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Price: $16.95
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Reference; Encyclopedias
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Welcome to this botanical garden, where human 
feet have not trodden for many years. Actually,

one has-or rather a pair of them have. They belong 
to a passionate botanist who spends all his time in the 
company of flowers. He does not seem interested in 
people, as he feels himself to be a plant rather than 
a member of the species homo sapiens. He may seem 
strange-or even scary, like anything unknown-but 
rest assured that he is completely harmless just like 
his plants are . . . unless you’re a fly or a beetle, which 
his carnivorous plants love to eat, that is. No worries,
those meat lovers might possibly snatch at your snack if 
you have a ham sandwich or a sausage in your bag, but 
that’s all. Though some of the plants from this forgotten 
botanical garden look predatory at first sight, even 
spooky, they are still just plants that can never catch 
you. Enough talking, though! Keep your hats on as our 
tour of the botanical garden begins . . .
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hardcover
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Boys and girls, ladies and gentlemen, 
roll up, roll up! You will hear things 

you have never heard before, and you will 
see things you have never before seen,  
like a frog with a handsome moustache, 
a butterfly that looks like a bird, a fish 
with its own light, or a three-eyed lizard. 
Allow our book to present to you all these 
and many more marvelous creatures, 
large and small, from all over the world. 
Take a seat, make yourself comfortable, 
turn the page, draw aside the curtain, 
and let the show begin!
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Each one was unique, its beauty and magnificence lauded by the greatest poets 
and writers of the age. Everyone longed to see for themselves—the Wonders of the 
World: the colossal (so to speak) Colossus of Rhodes, the majestic Great Pyramids 
of Giza, the luminous Lighthouse of Alexandria, the spellbinding Statue of Zeus at 

Olympia, the breathtaking Temple of Artemis in Ephesus, the stately Mausoleum at 
Halicarnassus, and the mystical Hanging Gardens of Babylon. All of them inspired 
myths and legends, but just one survives today. Come with us as we travel back in 
time to learn the secrets of how these gems of ancient architecture were created. 

The building of each architectural masterpiece comprised so many details and small 
jobs, so much daily grind and sustained effort, with or without the help of machines. 
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THE ORIGINS OFTHE ORIGINS OF 

sports
Štěpánka Sekaninová, Tom Velčovský

& Matej Ilčík

The player takes the ball, rounds the defender, and fires into the net. It’s a goal! But where did the idea  

of a goal come from? And what is the origin of the ball? And why do we kick it rather than carry it?  

Because if we did, it would no longer be soccer but rugby, or maybe even football . . .  

If these questions have ever occurred to you, or if the fact that hockey was played  

in Ancient Egypt is news to you, then The Origins of Sports  

is just the right book for you.

SEARCHING FOR THE PAST

discoveries 
from around  
the world

A l b a t ro s

The  d i s cove r i e s  o f  a rcheo log i s t s  and  pa l eon to l og i s t s 
a re  p ieces  of  a  huge  j i gsaw puzz le  by  wh ich  sc ien t i s t s 
cons t r uc t  a  p i c t u re  o f  t imes  l ong  pas t .  T he  pas t 
h as  l a i d  t he  founda t i ons  o f  t he  p resen t ,  j u s t  a s  t he 
p resen t  i s  now l a y i ng  t he  founda t i ons  o f  t he  f u t u re . 
T he  pass i ng  o f  each  day  makes  each  o f  u s  a  b i gge r 
pa r t  o f  h i s to r y.  So   as  not  to  be  fo rgot ten ,  we  r eco rd 
and  p rese r ve  impo r t an t  momen ts ,  t he reby  c rea t i ng 
our  persona l  puzz le .  Our  ancestors ,  d is tan t  and  recent , 
d i dn ’ t  h a ve  t he  means  to  do  t h i s .  E ven  so ,  t hey  l e f t 
p l en t y  beh i nd .  A l t hough  many  o f  t hese  d i s cove r i e s 
ha ve  been  cove red  o r  des t royed  by  t he  passage  o f 
t ime ,  mode rn  techno logy  a l l ows  us  to  l e a r n  a  g rea t 
dea l  abou t  t hem ,  and  abou t  ou r se l ves  too .  Famous 
Finds  and  The i r  Fi nde rs  desc r ibes  40  such  d i scove r i es , 
toge t he r  w i t h  t he i r  d i s cove re r s  and  c i rcums t ances , 
wh i ch  t hemse l ves  ha ve  become  a  pa r t  o f  ou r  h i s to r y.

40 

$22.95
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www.albatrosbooks.com

Štěpánka  Sekan inová  •  Tom Ve lčovský  •  Adam Wo l f

“Children 8 and older will find all sorts of intriguing sights and role models 
in Famous Finds and Finders, an enthusiastic and accessible sampling 
of notable discoveries—bones, treasures, lost cities—compiled and 
written by Tom Velčovský and Štěpánka Sekaninová. [ . . . ] Each of the 
40 phenomena is accompanied by a handful of factoids and a small map 
to show where it was found, but prime of place goes to Adam Wolf’s 
satisfyingly melodramatic illustrations.”
—The Wall Street Journal
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The list of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World has existed for many centuries, 
and the wonders of ancient architecture at that time were chosen by privileged 
scholars. The New Seven Wonders of the World, however, were selected by over 

600 million people who voted for the structures from 2000 to 2007. The Great Wall 
of China, Petra of Jordan, the Roman Colosseum, the Indian Taj Mahal, the Central 

American Chichén Itzá, and the South American Machu Picchu and Statue of Christ 
the Redeemer—these structures are a unique cross-section of world architecture. 

They offer a unique opportunity to compare the approaches, as well as the cultures, 
of different global historical periods. Come travel with us across the globe and back 
through history. Let’s peek behind the curtains of the architectural monuments that 

have helped shape the world we live in today.

Illustrated by Jan Šrámek
Written by Jiří Bartůněk and Tom Velčovský
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Do you think you can identify some famous and 
well-known people based on descriptions of  their 

childhoods? If so, open this book and try it. 

There are 25 celebrities waiting for you to discover 
them. Rulers, inventors, scientists, musicians and many 
others lead you through their childhoods and show you 

how life was back then, what they liked to play with, 
and what their interests were—but they will keep their 

names to themselves. Each character gives clues to help 
you figure out who they are. Then you can lift the flap to 

find out whether you guessed correctly.  

What’s that? Can you hear that?  
That must be all your new friends greeting you!

Discover the
childhoods of   

famous
people   
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This atlas contains:
•  Ancient Egypt in six large-format folding 

maps
•  The most beautiful Egyptian buildings 

and what they looked like in their prime
•  Temples and treasures of Ancient Egypt
•  Egyptian pyramids, what they looked 

like, and how they were built
•  Egyptian gods and pharaohs
•  Valley of the Kings, tombs, and 

mummification

Over 5‚000 years ago, a civilization developed 
along the Nile River whose sights and 
remnants are still enchanting people from 
all over the world. Huge wonderful pyramids, 
stone temples, decorated tombs, larger-than-
life statues of rulers, tall columns, obelisks, 
and other memorials can be seen in Egypt 
wherever you look. Still, many sights are 
waiting to be freed from the African sands and 
it remains somewhat mysterious how Egyptian 
builders could create such towering, beautiful 
buildings, considering the limited technology 
of the day. Let’s take a walk together, see the 
most wonderful Egyptian sights, and learn what 
life in Ancient Egypt looked like for pharaohs, 
officials, soldiers, and ordinary people.

LET’S EXPLORE ONE OF THE WORLD‘S MOST ENCHANTING CIVILIZATIONS IN 6 FOLDING MAPS

DISCOVER FUN AND FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT ONE OF THE WORLD‘S 
MOST ENCHANTING CIVILIZATIONS

ANCIENT EGYPT FOR KIDS

A
N
C
IE

N
T
 E

G
Y

PT
 FO

R K
ID

S

ANCIENT EGYPT FOR KIDS

Written by Oldřich Růžička 
Illustrated by Tomáš Tůma 

Check out the other titles in this series:

LEARN  AND  HAVE  FUN

E G Y P T

A F R I C A N
IL

E
 R

I V

E R

N
IL

E
 R

IV
E R

AGRICULTURE
Whenever the Nile overflowed each year, its riverbanks filled with soft sediments, which served as fertile soil for growing agricultural crops. Egyptians used a simple wooden plough, the so-called scratch plough, to work the fields.

FISHING
Fishing was one of the basic ways of 

securing one’s food. Each fisherman 

would make a boat out of reed and use it 

for fishing, along with nets and harpoons. 

A harpoon is a wooden stick with a sharp 

hook at the end.

BAKING
In Ancient Egypt, everyone 
baked bread. Egyptians 
made flour out of barley 
and wheat. Women would grind the grains with special stones. The bread was baked in 
earthen ovens, over an 
open fire.

CLOTHESA poor villager would wear a 
simple strip of cloth, wrapped 
around their hips to create 
a skirt, which would then be 
secured in place with a leather 
strip. Members of the upper 
classes wore long skirts, tied 
in the back.

WOMEN’S CLOTHES
Women wore dresses with simple 

straps. The dresses tended to be 

made out of linen, which was later 

replaced with fine cloth.

ANCIENT TIMESThis is what we call the era lasting from 

the emergence of the first civilizations 

to the beginning of the Middle Ages, 

around the 6th or 7th century AD. 

Ancient Egyptian civilization lasted 

over 3‚000 years, ranking as one of the 

oldest and longest in the world.

ARCHITECTUREAncient Egyptians were excellent builders and 

architects. Scientists still don’t know how they 

were able to erect such perfect buildings, given the 

limited technology  
at the time.

PAPER REEDThe plant that Egyptians used to make 

papyrus, a material similar to modern 

paper and used for writing. The reed 

grew on the banks of the Nile. Papyrus 

was made from its stalks, which would 

be cut into thin strips. Those would 

then be soaked in water and then 

pressed into large scrolls.

CROPSBarley and wheat were the essential 

crops grown in Egypt. But Ancient 

Egyptians were also excellent 

gardeners who grew figs, onions, 

pomegranates, and apples, using 

the fertile Nile mud. They also 

knew fertilization and used pigeon 

droppings as fertilizer. 

WEAVINGIn Ancient Egypt, weaving was 

exclusively women’s work. Weavers 

produced cloth, fabric for sewing 

clothes, and bandages for medical 

or mummification purposes.

MEDICINE Like any other place, Egypt was no 

stranger to illnesses and maladies. 

Medicine was often combined with 

superstition, but Egyptian doctors 

were quite knowledgeable about 

their field. Pharaoh Djoser’s vizier 

was among the most famous. 

His name was Imhotep and he 

could treat many diseases.

Ouch!

PASTURAGEKeeping cattle was another important 
way for Egyptians to make a living. 

They’d breed the cattle for meat and 
sew clothes out of the skin. Goats, 

sheep, oxen, and pigs were the most 
common domestic animals. Cattle 

were also a good deal of help  
when it came to  working the fields.

GRAPEVINE Egyptians were aware of beer and wine. 

They grew lots of grapevine in elevated 

places near the Nile.

ARTISTSAncient Egyptian buildings were richly 

decorated with writings and pictorial 

scenes. The job of ornamenting 

the buildings went to scribes, 
stonemasons, painters, sculptors, 

goldsmiths, and other artists.NILE
As the second longest river in the world, the Nile each 

year brought to Egypt life-giving floods that fertilized the 

riverbanks. But the Nile was also an important arterial route, 

used for shipping goods and building materials.
ROCK STELES Egyptians wrote on papyrus but also 

chiseled their script into slabs of rock 

known as steles. The ornamental 

script that looks like pictures is called 

hieroglyphics. People wrote right to left 

and every picture (or character) stood 

for a single word or group of sounds. 

Scribes had to know the meaning of 

more than 700 different characters in 

order to put written texts together.

Can I move now?
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This atlas contains:
•   Ancient Greece in six large-format 

folding maps
•   The most beautiful buildings and what 

they looked like in their prime
•   Architectural and artistic treasures
•   Greek gods of Olympus and heroes 

from Ancient Greek legends
•   Ancient Greek games
•   The Greek military and the role 

of Alexander the Great
•   Ancient Greek democracy and  

city-states

Thousands of years ago, the first tribes arrived 
in the Balkan Peninsula, laying the foundations 
of Europe’s oldest civilization: Greece, which 
gave the world democracy, as well as endless 
knowledge of mathematics, architecture, 
military affairs, and philosophy. Modern 
scientists can all trace their lineage back to 
Greek mathematicians and philosophers, and 
modern Greece is littered with the remnants 
of beautiful temples and ancient buildings 
that shaped the taste and style of modern 
architects. Let’s travel far into the past and 
take a look at how the Ancient Greeks lived, 
worked, fought, and created art.

big
folding
maps

over 200 
full-color 
illustrations

LEARN  AND  HAVE  FUN

WITH YOUR SHIELD, OR ON IT

This motto, taught to Spartan soldiers ever since 

they were little, is a testament to their strict 

military training and the Spartan ethos of courage 

and perseverance. It meant that a soldier could 

either win a battle and come back home with his 

shield in their hand, or die fighting and be carried 

from the battlefield on his shield.

DELPHI
The oracle of Delphi had a significant influence on 

everything in Greece. Regular Greeks weren’t the 

only ones to heed Pythia’s prophecies; even the kings 

of Sparta listened to the oracle. Her fortune-telling 

greatly affected the course of Sparta’s history.

SPARTA
Sparta was another city-state, one of 
the most important ones, located in the southern Peloponnese Peninsula. 

Unlike Athens, which greatly emphasized 
education, Sparta prioritized the military 
and the art of war. Thus, it became a feared, 
dangerous enemy.

THE BATTLE OF THERMOPYLAE
This battle is a great example of the 
courage and persistence of Spartan 
soldiers. At Thermopylae, the army 
of roughly 7‚000 soldiers led by King 
Leonidas faced superior numbers of 
the Persian army, which had more 
than 300‚000 men. As the battle was 
winding down, only Leonidas was left, 
along with a thousand of the most 
loyal men, who promised never to 
back down. They didn’t and everyone 
defended the narrow pass to their final 
breath until the Persians won.

THEBES
Thebes is the setting of many stories from 

the Greek mythology. This city-state is 
said to have been the birthplace of the 
famed Heracles, who fought the fabled lion 

and did other heroic things. Allegedly, he 
founded another city of Thebes in Ancient 

Egypt. The Greek Thebes was one of the 
first fortified cities in Ancient Greece.

THEBAN 
HOPLITE
As a city-state, Thebes also had its own army. A Theban infantry soldier—a 

hoplite—was the army’s 
building block.

SPARTAN GOVERNMENTTwo kings always governed Sparta. To make 
sure their rule wouldn’t turn into tyranny, 
they were supervised by five overseers, 
called ephors.

CORINTHAnother city-state, it issued its own coins and created 

the so-called Corinthian style of architecture. 

Compared to the Ionic and Doric column, the 

Corinthian column has the most ornamental 

head. It symbolized abundance and the prosperity 

of the Corinthian state.

TRAINING
Day in and day out, young men would exercise, wrestle, do gymnastics, and practice their military skills. The entirety of a Spartan’s life belonged to 
the state and its officials.

TRAININGYoYoung men would spend their whole days exercising, 

wrestling, doing gymnastics, and practicing their military 

skills. They also learned to read and write.

BATTLE OF MARATHON
In 490 BCE, Persians invaded Greece for the first 

time, fighting against Athenians in the famous battle 

of Marathon. Sparta promised to aid Athens but 

arrived late, so the Athenians had to stand against 

the superior Persian numbers all on their own. 

Somehow, Athens managed to secure one of the 

most legendary victories in Greek history.

MARATHONLegend has it that after the victorious battle 

at Marathon, a Greek soldier ran to Athens to 

announce the great victory. He covered the 

distance from Marathon to Athens without 

taking a rest. Once he arrived at Athens, 

he declared victory and collapsed on the 

ground, dead. To honor the event, we now 

hold the so-called marathon race, in which 

runners cover 26 miles.

PRIVATESUpon reaching the age of 20, a 

Spartan youth could become 
a private—the lowest-ranking 

soldier. But they still underwent 

military training up until the 
age of 30.

SOLDIERSUpon reaching the age of 30, 
a young man would become a 

full-fledged Spartan citizen and his 

military training would come to an 

end. But he’d still have to serve in 

the military until he was sixty.

P E LO P O N N E S U S P E N I N S U L A

Sparta

Olympia
Corinth Athens

Marathon

Thebes

Delphi

Thermopylae

THE COUNCIL OF ELDERS
Gerousia. That was the name of a council of men, 

aged 60 and above, who helped make decisions 

about Sparta. The members were elected by an 

assembly and would stay in office until the day 

they died. Spartan officials also decided whether 

a newborn would live or die. Only if the child 

proved to be strong and healthy was it allowed 

to remain alive and become a full-fledged 

citizen of Sparta.

CITY-STATES
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This atlas contains:
• Ancient Rome in six large-format 

folding maps
• Life in the Roman Empire
• The most beautiful buildings and what 

they looked like in their glory days
• Architectural and artistic treasures
• Roman gods and legends
•  Gladiator fights and Spartacus’s 

rebellion
• The Roman military

All roads lead to Rome, as the old saying 
goes – and it‘s true! About 3,000 years ago, 
the ancient city of Rome was founded. Back 
then, no one could have guessed that it would 
become one of the most influential empires  
in history, stretching across Europe, Great 
Britain, the Mediterranean, and the Black Sea.  
For centuries, Rome has inspired the world 
with its art, architecture, language, politics,  
trade, and military. So let’s explore this  
amazing civilization – and have some fun  
while we’re at it!
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Printed in China by Dongguan
Eastcolor Paper Products Co.,Ltd
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ROMAN ROADSYou may have heard it said that all roads lead to Rome. How 

did it come to be? Maybe in response to the fact that Rome 

is where many ideas originated and that the Roman Empire 

influenced the entire world. But it could also be a reflection on 

the sophisticated system of roads covering the regions under 

the Roman administration. The roads were high quality by the 

standards of the time and consisted of several layers.

1.The base was made out of large stones and an adhesive.

2.The second layer included small stones and rough gravel.

3.The penultimate layer consisted of fine gravel or sand.

4.The top layer comprised carefully laid blocks of stone.

AQUEDUCTRomans created many unique buildings with the view 

of making life in the city easier. Watercourses were 

one of these constructions. The stony channels that 

distributed water around Rome had to be slightly inclined 

throughout in order for the water to flow downwards. 

The gradient forced the Romans to deal with valleys and 

various bumps in the terrain. This is what the aqueducts 

were for—arched constructions with a channel on top 

to distribute the water.

PATRICIANSMembers of Rome’s wealthy class were called 

the patricians. They came from rich families and 

had lots of power, viewing themselves as the 

descendants of Rome’s founders.

PLEBEIANSThe city inhabitants who didn’t come from noble 

houses were known as the plebeians. Although 

they were free citizens, for a long time they weren’t 

allowed to participate in Rome’s governance 

and had to fight to have the same rights as those 

enjoyed by the patricians.

TRIBUNE OF THE PLEBSThe beginnings of the Roman Republic were 
marred by disputes between the patricians 
and the plebs regarding who’d be making 
the decisions in the country. In the end, the 
plebeians succeeded in establishing the office 
of the tribune of the plebs to defend their 
interests against those of the patricians. The 
tribune was to protect the plebeians from 
officials, and later could veto, that is reject, 
any decision made by the officials and the 
senate. He was voted in by the plebs for 
the term of one year. But his authority was 
limited to the city only.

THEATRERoman theatres were very popular, especially 

during celebrations. They put on plays to entertain 

the spectators. Unlike the Greek theatre which 

allowed only male actors, in the Roman theatre 

female parts were played by women. 

1. Cavea—the auditorium was separated with three 

terraces, each one assigned to a different class 

depending on prominence. The lowest part 

was used by the highest-ranking citizens. The 

auditorium was shaped like a half circle.

2. Orchestra—a place for the actors and  

important visitors.3. Scaena—where the plays were staged.

DOMUS
These were houses inhabited by wealthy families. Such 

buildings were often abundantly decorated and panelled 

with marble. They tended to have several rooms, 

a garden, and a courtyard. The entrance hall led to the 

atrium, the heart of the house. The other rooms, such as 

the kitchen, study, or bedroom, were placed around the 

atrium. The back part contained the so-called peristyle, 

a small garden lined with pillars.
1. Vestibule—entrance hall
2. Atrium
3. Peristyle
4. Garden

ROMAN BATHS
Baths were another construction whose purpose was to 
make life in the city more pleasant. The Romans loved 
baths and used them regularly. In Rome, water mains 
wisely ended in fountains or directly in houses, allowing 
water to be brought directly into the baths. The baths 
were public. The Romans turned daily hygiene into a social event and the baths became a place of public 

meetings and discussions.

VILLA RUSTICAA rustic farm, surrounded with vast lands. The building included 

residential areas for the owner 1 or administrator 2, farm 

areas for animals 3 and crops 4, and a place for the housing 

of agricultural workers and slaves 5. In the middle there was 

a residential garden 6. Only the wealthy citizens of Rome 

could afford to own a villa. 
ROMAN TERRITORY

As the Republic’s power grew, the aggressive Romans 

began eyeing foreign territories. First, they conquered 

the whole of the Apennine Peninsula and then 

ventured into the rest of Europe. The country which 

originally started as a small area surrounding the 

seven hills of Rome soon became the most significant 

power in the known world.

GUARD TOWERRomans built guard towers on their 

territory. There, permanently stationed 

guards ensured the country would be 

protected against a sudden enemy 

attack. Some of these buildings or 

their ruins can still be seen in certain 

European countries.

INSULA
The poor and middle-class plebeians who couldn’t 

afford their own villas lived in the rental houses known 

as insulae. An insula had several floors and contained 

roughly six flats. On the bottom floor there were shops, 

taverns, and workshops. 

CICERO
He was an important philosopher, politician and writer of the Roman Republic. 

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

Lunch is ready!

Hey, director! 

There is no one 

out here!

It is as cold 
as ice today!

I would like 

to go out for 

a lunch but 

I am on duty.

There is 

always digging 

going on.
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Some people like museums, while others find them 
boring. But a museum ruled by magic and sorcery is a 
totally different story. Don’t believe it? Well, open this 

book and see for yourself what strange happenings 
are afoot. By cracking open these mysterious pages, 
you will trigger the spell of the sacred scarab and 

the museum exhibits of Ancient Egypt will come to life, 
including a cat who remembers the famous Cleopatra. 
The mission of this feline is to put things right, to catch 
the scarab and undo its curse. But that is no easy task. 
Together with the cat and its gray mouse helpers, you 
will dash through the museum in pursuit of the scarab. 
Along the way, without even realizing it, you’ll learn 

plenty of interesting historical facts about the amazing 
civilization that was Ancient Egypt.
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CHANGED THE WORLD

Martin Sodomka  Štěpánka Sekaninová  Tom Velčovský

Albatros

Travel back with us as we explore the world‘s most important 
milestones in the development of travel and transportation. From 
little-noticed ideas that launched a technological revolution, 
to expeditions that reached for the stars, to tragedies that ended  
vast projects once and for all. As this book shows, every ending stands 
at the beginning of something new. Take a ride with us on the fastest, 
greatest, most awesome, most controversial machines that moved 

humanity forward.
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Written by Štěpánka Sekaninová & Tom Velčovský

MEANS OF TRANSPORT 
THAT almost CHANGED 

THE WORLD

We all travel sometimes—by car, bus, train, or plane. But there are some means 
of transport we completely ignore. Crack open this book, wonderfully illustrated 
by Martin Sodomka, and learn why we don’t travel in flying cars, why trains 
don’t ride on a single rail, or why there are no life-size remote-controlled cars! 
You’re about to be flooded with fascinating ideas, prototypes, and attempts 
to invent something new over the course of the last century. The means of 
transport presented here might not have led to technological revolutions, but 

they did help us progress. After all, we do learn from our mistakes.

Check out the other  
title in this series: Albatros

$18.95
Printed in China  
by Asia Pacific
www.albatrosbooks.com
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“Well-written, engaging narratives are  
complemented by detailed drawings that  

show even small details.“ —Booklist

STEM and STEAM

SPACEMANIA: 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF THE UNIVERSE

9.5 x 12.6 in, 64 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 9-12 years
ISBN: 9788000070933 
Price: $18.95
Pub date: Jul 23, 2024
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction;
Technology
Lexile Level: IG1020L

The world of stars, planets, galaxies, celestial bodies, 
and space flights is as endlessly fascinating as the 

universe itself. From the very first moment when 
humans looked up at the night sky, it was clear that 

humankind would never stop being excited and 
astonished by outer space; that people would study 
it for as long as it remained shrouded in mystery, full 

of unexplained things happening. While a single book 
can’t ever hope to contain everything there is to know 
about the universe, it can at least give you a list of the 
most interesting things. And that’s what Spacemania 

is all about. Be it the origin of the universe, the 
celestial bodies that can be found in its depths,  

or its conquest by humans – this book will introduce 
you to everything important and worthy  

of exploring about space.

Albatros
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IN YOUR HOME

9.0 x 11.0 in, 
48 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 9-12 years
ISBN: 9788000070940 
Price: $17.95
Pub date: Jun 18, 2024
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Science & Nature; Physics
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IN YOUR HOME

SCIENCE IS ALL 

 AROUND US!

LOOK!

Albatros

Written by THE AMAZING THEATRE OF PHYSICS

I l lustrated by TOMÁŠ KOPECKÝ

Hey, isn’t physics just another boooring 
science? Not at all, actually! Let's take a closer 
look at it – and where better to start than in 
your own bedroom at home. Could physics 
be lurking in the underfloor heating beneath 
your bed? Has it secretly disguised itself as 
a reflective T-shirt in the closet? Maybe it 
wandered into that dusty old fuse box that 
mysteriously switches itself off from time to 
time… And why does that happen?

Whether physics attracts you like a magnet 
or makes you cower in terror under your 
desk – have no fear and read this book. It 
will show you that physics can be fun and 
fascinating – and, most importantly, that it 
really can be found everywhere.

We'll gradually explore the whole house 
from floor to ceiling, from a happily bubbling 
kettle in the kitchen to a pipe with a strange 
bend (and an even stranger smell) in the 
bathroom. Along the way, we’ll discover 
where changes of state, electricity, radiation, 
and all the forces are hiding. And you can 
look forward to amazing experiments! A 
word of warning, though – one of them 
might make your hair stand on end... literally!

AWESOME

PHYSICS PHYSICS 
Fearlessly written by: 
THE AMAZING THEATRE OF PHYSICS
Amusing and soothing illustrations by:
TOMÁŠ KOPECKÝ
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HOW THE SEVEN WONDERS
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WERE BUILT
SERIES: How the Wonders 
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hardcover
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Price: $17.95
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SERIES: How the Wonders 
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9.4 x 12.6 in, 48 pages, hardcover
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ISBN: 9788000068435
Price: $17.95
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Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Technology

THE ORIGINS OF SPORTS

9.5 x 12.5 in, 40 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000067964
Price: $17.95
Pub date: May 30, 2023
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
Biography & Autobiography

FAMOUS FINDS AND FINDERS: 
SEARCHING FOR THE PAST

9.4 x 12.6 in, 88 pages, hardcover
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ISBN: 9788000069999
Price: $22.95
Pub date: Nov 28, 2023
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hardcover
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MEANS OF TRANSPORT THAT 
CHANGED THE WORLD
SERIES: Means of Transport

8.7 x 10.6 in, 64 pages,
hardcover
Age: 12-15 years
ISBN: 9788000063553
Price: $18.95
Pub date: Jul 5, 2022
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MEANS OF TRANSPORT THAT 
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8.7 x 10.6 in, 64 pages, 
hardcover
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Price: $18.95
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Each one was unique, its beauty and magnificence lauded by the greatest poets 
and writers of the age. Everyone longed to see for themselves—the Wonders of the 
World: the colossal (so to speak) Colossus of Rhodes, the majestic Great Pyramids 
of Giza, the luminous Lighthouse of Alexandria, the spellbinding Statue of Zeus at 

Olympia, the breathtaking Temple of Artemis in Ephesus, the stately Mausoleum at 
Halicarnassus, and the mystical Hanging Gardens of Babylon. All of them inspired 
myths and legends, but just one survives today. Come with us as we travel back in 
time to learn the secrets of how these gems of ancient architecture were created. 

The building of each architectural masterpiece comprised so many details and small 
jobs, so much daily grind and sustained effort, with or without the help of machines. 
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THE ORIGINS OFTHE ORIGINS OF 

sports
Štěpánka Sekaninová, Tom Velčovský

& Matej Ilčík

The player takes the ball, rounds the defender, and fires into the net. It’s a goal! But where did the idea  

of a goal come from? And what is the origin of the ball? And why do we kick it rather than carry it?  

Because if we did, it would no longer be soccer but rugby, or maybe even football . . .  

If these questions have ever occurred to you, or if the fact that hockey was played  

in Ancient Egypt is news to you, then The Origins of Sports  

is just the right book for you.

SEARCHING FOR THE PAST

discoveries 
from around  
the world

A l b a t ro s

The  d i s cove r i e s  o f  a rcheo log i s t s  and  pa l eon to l og i s t s 
a re  p ieces  of  a  huge  j i gsaw puzz le  by  wh ich  sc ien t i s t s 
cons t r uc t  a  p i c t u re  o f  t imes  l ong  pas t .  T he  pas t 
h as  l a i d  t he  founda t i ons  o f  t he  p resen t ,  j u s t  a s  t he 
p resen t  i s  now l a y i ng  t he  founda t i ons  o f  t he  f u t u re . 
T he  pass i ng  o f  each  day  makes  each  o f  u s  a  b i gge r 
pa r t  o f  h i s to r y.  So   as  not  to  be  fo rgot ten ,  we  r eco rd 
and  p rese r ve  impo r t an t  momen ts ,  t he reby  c rea t i ng 
our  persona l  puzz le .  Our  ancestors ,  d is tan t  and  recent , 
d i dn ’ t  h a ve  t he  means  to  do  t h i s .  E ven  so ,  t hey  l e f t 
p l en t y  beh i nd .  A l t hough  many  o f  t hese  d i s cove r i e s 
ha ve  been  cove red  o r  des t royed  by  t he  passage  o f 
t ime ,  mode rn  techno logy  a l l ows  us  to  l e a r n  a  g rea t 
dea l  abou t  t hem ,  and  abou t  ou r se l ves  too .  Famous 
Finds  and  The i r  Fi nde rs  desc r ibes  40  such  d i scove r i es , 
toge t he r  w i t h  t he i r  d i s cove re r s  and  c i rcums t ances , 
wh i ch  t hemse l ves  ha ve  become  a  pa r t  o f  ou r  h i s to r y.

40 

$22.95
Printed in China  
by Leo Paper Group
www.albatrosbooks.com

Štěpánka  Sekan inová  •  Tom Ve lčovský  •  Adam Wo l f

“Children 8 and older will find all sorts of intriguing sights and role models 
in Famous Finds and Finders, an enthusiastic and accessible sampling 
of notable discoveries—bones, treasures, lost cities—compiled and 
written by Tom Velčovský and Štěpánka Sekaninová. [ . . . ] Each of the 
40 phenomena is accompanied by a handful of factoids and a small map 
to show where it was found, but prime of place goes to Adam Wolf’s 
satisfyingly melodramatic illustrations.”
—The Wall Street Journal

A lb at ros

The list of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World has existed for many centuries, 
and the wonders of ancient architecture at that time were chosen by privileged 
scholars. The New Seven Wonders of the World, however, were selected by over 

600 million people who voted for the structures from 2000 to 2007. The Great Wall 
of China, Petra of Jordan, the Roman Colosseum, the Indian Taj Mahal, the Central 

American Chichén Itzá, and the South American Machu Picchu and Statue of Christ 
the Redeemer—these structures are a unique cross-section of world architecture. 

They offer a unique opportunity to compare the approaches, as well as the cultures, 
of different global historical periods. Come travel with us across the globe and back 
through history. Let’s peek behind the curtains of the architectural monuments that 

have helped shape the world we live in today.

Illustrated by Jan Šrámek
Written by Jiří Bartůněk and Tom Velčovský
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25

Do you think you can identify some famous and 
well-known people based on descriptions of  their 

childhoods? If so, open this book and try it. 

There are 25 celebrities waiting for you to discover 
them. Rulers, inventors, scientists, musicians and many 
others lead you through their childhoods and show you 

how life was back then, what they liked to play with, 
and what their interests were—but they will keep their 

names to themselves. Each character gives clues to help 
you figure out who they are. Then you can lift the flap to 

find out whether you guessed correctly.  

What’s that? Can you hear that?  
That must be all your new friends greeting you!

Discover the
childhoods of   

famous
people   

History

How the Wonders Were Builtseries: Means of Transportseries: 

ANCIENT EGYPT FOR KIDS
SERIES: Unfolding the Past

9.0 x 10.2 in, 12 pages,
hardcover with fold-outs
Age: 6-9 years 
ISBN: 9788000065991
Price: $16.95
Pub date: Nov 22, 2022
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
History; Africa

ANCIENT GREECE FOR KIDS
SERIES: Unfolding the Past

9.0 x 10.2 in, 12 pages,
hardcover with fold-outs
Age: 6-9 years
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Price: $16.95
Pub date: March 7, 2023
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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ANCIENT ROME FOR KIDS
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Price: $17.95
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MAGICAL MUSEUM: 
ANCIENT EGYPT

9.5 x 12.6 in, 64 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 6-9 years
ISBN: 9788000070926
Price: $18.95
Pub date: Aug 6, 2024
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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This atlas contains:
•  Ancient Egypt in six large-format folding 

maps
•  The most beautiful Egyptian buildings 

and what they looked like in their prime
•  Temples and treasures of Ancient Egypt
•  Egyptian pyramids, what they looked 

like, and how they were built
•  Egyptian gods and pharaohs
•  Valley of the Kings, tombs, and 

mummification

Over 5‚000 years ago, a civilization developed 
along the Nile River whose sights and 
remnants are still enchanting people from 
all over the world. Huge wonderful pyramids, 
stone temples, decorated tombs, larger-than-
life statues of rulers, tall columns, obelisks, 
and other memorials can be seen in Egypt 
wherever you look. Still, many sights are 
waiting to be freed from the African sands and 
it remains somewhat mysterious how Egyptian 
builders could create such towering, beautiful 
buildings, considering the limited technology 
of the day. Let’s take a walk together, see the 
most wonderful Egyptian sights, and learn what 
life in Ancient Egypt looked like for pharaohs, 
officials, soldiers, and ordinary people.

LET’S EXPLORE ONE OF THE WORLD‘S MOST ENCHANTING CIVILIZATIONS IN 6 FOLDING MAPS

DISCOVER FUN AND FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT ONE OF THE WORLD‘S 
MOST ENCHANTING CIVILIZATIONS
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AGRICULTURE
Whenever the Nile overflowed each year, its riverbanks filled with soft sediments, which served as fertile soil for growing agricultural crops. Egyptians used a simple wooden plough, the so-called scratch plough, to work the fields.

FISHING
Fishing was one of the basic ways of 

securing one’s food. Each fisherman 

would make a boat out of reed and use it 

for fishing, along with nets and harpoons. 

A harpoon is a wooden stick with a sharp 

hook at the end.

BAKING
In Ancient Egypt, everyone 
baked bread. Egyptians 
made flour out of barley 
and wheat. Women would grind the grains with special stones. The bread was baked in 
earthen ovens, over an 
open fire.

CLOTHESA poor villager would wear a 
simple strip of cloth, wrapped 
around their hips to create 
a skirt, which would then be 
secured in place with a leather 
strip. Members of the upper 
classes wore long skirts, tied 
in the back.

WOMEN’S CLOTHES
Women wore dresses with simple 

straps. The dresses tended to be 

made out of linen, which was later 

replaced with fine cloth.

ANCIENT TIMESThis is what we call the era lasting from 

the emergence of the first civilizations 

to the beginning of the Middle Ages, 

around the 6th or 7th century AD. 

Ancient Egyptian civilization lasted 

over 3‚000 years, ranking as one of the 

oldest and longest in the world.

ARCHITECTUREAncient Egyptians were excellent builders and 

architects. Scientists still don’t know how they 

were able to erect such perfect buildings, given the 

limited technology  
at the time.

PAPER REEDThe plant that Egyptians used to make 

papyrus, a material similar to modern 

paper and used for writing. The reed 

grew on the banks of the Nile. Papyrus 

was made from its stalks, which would 

be cut into thin strips. Those would 

then be soaked in water and then 

pressed into large scrolls.

CROPSBarley and wheat were the essential 

crops grown in Egypt. But Ancient 

Egyptians were also excellent 

gardeners who grew figs, onions, 

pomegranates, and apples, using 

the fertile Nile mud. They also 

knew fertilization and used pigeon 

droppings as fertilizer. 

WEAVINGIn Ancient Egypt, weaving was 

exclusively women’s work. Weavers 

produced cloth, fabric for sewing 

clothes, and bandages for medical 

or mummification purposes.

MEDICINE Like any other place, Egypt was no 

stranger to illnesses and maladies. 

Medicine was often combined with 

superstition, but Egyptian doctors 

were quite knowledgeable about 

their field. Pharaoh Djoser’s vizier 

was among the most famous. 

His name was Imhotep and he 

could treat many diseases.

Ouch!

PASTURAGEKeeping cattle was another important 
way for Egyptians to make a living. 

They’d breed the cattle for meat and 
sew clothes out of the skin. Goats, 

sheep, oxen, and pigs were the most 
common domestic animals. Cattle 

were also a good deal of help  
when it came to  working the fields.

GRAPEVINE Egyptians were aware of beer and wine. 

They grew lots of grapevine in elevated 

places near the Nile.

ARTISTSAncient Egyptian buildings were richly 

decorated with writings and pictorial 

scenes. The job of ornamenting 

the buildings went to scribes, 
stonemasons, painters, sculptors, 

goldsmiths, and other artists.NILE
As the second longest river in the world, the Nile each 

year brought to Egypt life-giving floods that fertilized the 

riverbanks. But the Nile was also an important arterial route, 

used for shipping goods and building materials.
ROCK STELES Egyptians wrote on papyrus but also 

chiseled their script into slabs of rock 

known as steles. The ornamental 

script that looks like pictures is called 

hieroglyphics. People wrote right to left 

and every picture (or character) stood 

for a single word or group of sounds. 

Scribes had to know the meaning of 

more than 700 different characters in 

order to put written texts together.

Can I move now?

ANCIENT EGYPT

$16.95
Printed in China by Dongguan 
Eastcolor Paper Products Co.,Ltd
www.albatrosbooks.com ALBATROS

OLDŘICH RŮŽIČKA
TOMÁŠ TŮMA

FULLY 
lLLUSTRATED

big
folding
maps

over 200 
full-color 
illustrations

albatros_books_
Albatros Books
Albatros Books US

FULLY 
lLLUSTRATED

Check out the other titles in this series:

LET‘S EXPLORE THE OLDEST EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION IN 6 FOLDING MAPS

DISCOVER FUN AND FASCINATING FACTS  
ABOUT EUROPE’S OLDEST CIVILIZATION

Written by Oldřich Růžička 
Illustrated by Tomáš Tůma 

ANCIENT GREECE FOR KIDS

A
N
C
IE

N
T
 G

RE
E
C
E
 FO

R K
ID

S

ANCIENT GREECE FOR KIDS

This atlas contains:
•   Ancient Greece in six large-format 

folding maps
•   The most beautiful buildings and what 

they looked like in their prime
•   Architectural and artistic treasures
•   Greek gods of Olympus and heroes 

from Ancient Greek legends
•   Ancient Greek games
•   The Greek military and the role 

of Alexander the Great
•   Ancient Greek democracy and  

city-states

Thousands of years ago, the first tribes arrived 
in the Balkan Peninsula, laying the foundations 
of Europe’s oldest civilization: Greece, which 
gave the world democracy, as well as endless 
knowledge of mathematics, architecture, 
military affairs, and philosophy. Modern 
scientists can all trace their lineage back to 
Greek mathematicians and philosophers, and 
modern Greece is littered with the remnants 
of beautiful temples and ancient buildings 
that shaped the taste and style of modern 
architects. Let’s travel far into the past and 
take a look at how the Ancient Greeks lived, 
worked, fought, and created art.
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WITH YOUR SHIELD, OR ON IT

This motto, taught to Spartan soldiers ever since 

they were little, is a testament to their strict 

military training and the Spartan ethos of courage 

and perseverance. It meant that a soldier could 

either win a battle and come back home with his 

shield in their hand, or die fighting and be carried 

from the battlefield on his shield.

DELPHI
The oracle of Delphi had a significant influence on 

everything in Greece. Regular Greeks weren’t the 

only ones to heed Pythia’s prophecies; even the kings 

of Sparta listened to the oracle. Her fortune-telling 

greatly affected the course of Sparta’s history.

SPARTA
Sparta was another city-state, one of 
the most important ones, located in the southern Peloponnese Peninsula. 

Unlike Athens, which greatly emphasized 
education, Sparta prioritized the military 
and the art of war. Thus, it became a feared, 
dangerous enemy.

THE BATTLE OF THERMOPYLAE
This battle is a great example of the 
courage and persistence of Spartan 
soldiers. At Thermopylae, the army 
of roughly 7‚000 soldiers led by King 
Leonidas faced superior numbers of 
the Persian army, which had more 
than 300‚000 men. As the battle was 
winding down, only Leonidas was left, 
along with a thousand of the most 
loyal men, who promised never to 
back down. They didn’t and everyone 
defended the narrow pass to their final 
breath until the Persians won.

THEBES
Thebes is the setting of many stories from 

the Greek mythology. This city-state is 
said to have been the birthplace of the 
famed Heracles, who fought the fabled lion 

and did other heroic things. Allegedly, he 
founded another city of Thebes in Ancient 

Egypt. The Greek Thebes was one of the 
first fortified cities in Ancient Greece.

THEBAN 
HOPLITE
As a city-state, Thebes also had its own army. A Theban infantry soldier—a 

hoplite—was the army’s 
building block.

SPARTAN GOVERNMENTTwo kings always governed Sparta. To make 
sure their rule wouldn’t turn into tyranny, 
they were supervised by five overseers, 
called ephors.

CORINTHAnother city-state, it issued its own coins and created 

the so-called Corinthian style of architecture. 

Compared to the Ionic and Doric column, the 

Corinthian column has the most ornamental 

head. It symbolized abundance and the prosperity 

of the Corinthian state.

TRAINING
Day in and day out, young men would exercise, wrestle, do gymnastics, and practice their military skills. The entirety of a Spartan’s life belonged to 
the state and its officials.

TRAININGYoYoung men would spend their whole days exercising, 

wrestling, doing gymnastics, and practicing their military 

skills. They also learned to read and write.

BATTLE OF MARATHON
In 490 BCE, Persians invaded Greece for the first 

time, fighting against Athenians in the famous battle 

of Marathon. Sparta promised to aid Athens but 

arrived late, so the Athenians had to stand against 

the superior Persian numbers all on their own. 

Somehow, Athens managed to secure one of the 

most legendary victories in Greek history.

MARATHONLegend has it that after the victorious battle 

at Marathon, a Greek soldier ran to Athens to 

announce the great victory. He covered the 

distance from Marathon to Athens without 

taking a rest. Once he arrived at Athens, 

he declared victory and collapsed on the 

ground, dead. To honor the event, we now 

hold the so-called marathon race, in which 

runners cover 26 miles.

PRIVATESUpon reaching the age of 20, a 

Spartan youth could become 
a private—the lowest-ranking 

soldier. But they still underwent 

military training up until the 
age of 30.

SOLDIERSUpon reaching the age of 30, 
a young man would become a 

full-fledged Spartan citizen and his 

military training would come to an 

end. But he’d still have to serve in 

the military until he was sixty.

P E LO P O N N E S U S P E N I N S U L A

Sparta

Olympia
Corinth Athens

Marathon

Thebes

Delphi

Thermopylae

THE COUNCIL OF ELDERS
Gerousia. That was the name of a council of men, 

aged 60 and above, who helped make decisions 

about Sparta. The members were elected by an 

assembly and would stay in office until the day 

they died. Spartan officials also decided whether 

a newborn would live or die. Only if the child 

proved to be strong and healthy was it allowed 

to remain alive and become a full-fledged 

citizen of Sparta.

CITY-STATES
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ANCIENT ROME FOR KIDS

This atlas contains:
• Ancient Rome in six large-format 

folding maps
• Life in the Roman Empire
• The most beautiful buildings and what 

they looked like in their glory days
• Architectural and artistic treasures
• Roman gods and legends
•  Gladiator fights and Spartacus’s 

rebellion
• The Roman military

All roads lead to Rome, as the old saying 
goes – and it‘s true! About 3,000 years ago, 
the ancient city of Rome was founded. Back 
then, no one could have guessed that it would 
become one of the most influential empires  
in history, stretching across Europe, Great 
Britain, the Mediterranean, and the Black Sea.  
For centuries, Rome has inspired the world 
with its art, architecture, language, politics,  
trade, and military. So let’s explore this  
amazing civilization – and have some fun  
while we’re at it!

$17.95
Printed in China by Dongguan
Eastcolor Paper Products Co.,Ltd
www.albatrosbooks.com
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ROMAN ROADSYou may have heard it said that all roads lead to Rome. How 

did it come to be? Maybe in response to the fact that Rome 

is where many ideas originated and that the Roman Empire 

influenced the entire world. But it could also be a reflection on 

the sophisticated system of roads covering the regions under 

the Roman administration. The roads were high quality by the 

standards of the time and consisted of several layers.

1.The base was made out of large stones and an adhesive.

2.The second layer included small stones and rough gravel.

3.The penultimate layer consisted of fine gravel or sand.

4.The top layer comprised carefully laid blocks of stone.

AQUEDUCTRomans created many unique buildings with the view 

of making life in the city easier. Watercourses were 

one of these constructions. The stony channels that 

distributed water around Rome had to be slightly inclined 

throughout in order for the water to flow downwards. 

The gradient forced the Romans to deal with valleys and 

various bumps in the terrain. This is what the aqueducts 

were for—arched constructions with a channel on top 

to distribute the water.

PATRICIANSMembers of Rome’s wealthy class were called 

the patricians. They came from rich families and 

had lots of power, viewing themselves as the 

descendants of Rome’s founders.

PLEBEIANSThe city inhabitants who didn’t come from noble 

houses were known as the plebeians. Although 

they were free citizens, for a long time they weren’t 

allowed to participate in Rome’s governance 

and had to fight to have the same rights as those 

enjoyed by the patricians.

TRIBUNE OF THE PLEBSThe beginnings of the Roman Republic were 
marred by disputes between the patricians 
and the plebs regarding who’d be making 
the decisions in the country. In the end, the 
plebeians succeeded in establishing the office 
of the tribune of the plebs to defend their 
interests against those of the patricians. The 
tribune was to protect the plebeians from 
officials, and later could veto, that is reject, 
any decision made by the officials and the 
senate. He was voted in by the plebs for 
the term of one year. But his authority was 
limited to the city only.

THEATRERoman theatres were very popular, especially 

during celebrations. They put on plays to entertain 

the spectators. Unlike the Greek theatre which 

allowed only male actors, in the Roman theatre 

female parts were played by women. 

1. Cavea—the auditorium was separated with three 

terraces, each one assigned to a different class 

depending on prominence. The lowest part 

was used by the highest-ranking citizens. The 

auditorium was shaped like a half circle.

2. Orchestra—a place for the actors and  

important visitors.3. Scaena—where the plays were staged.

DOMUS
These were houses inhabited by wealthy families. Such 

buildings were often abundantly decorated and panelled 

with marble. They tended to have several rooms, 

a garden, and a courtyard. The entrance hall led to the 

atrium, the heart of the house. The other rooms, such as 

the kitchen, study, or bedroom, were placed around the 

atrium. The back part contained the so-called peristyle, 

a small garden lined with pillars.
1. Vestibule—entrance hall
2. Atrium
3. Peristyle
4. Garden

ROMAN BATHS
Baths were another construction whose purpose was to 
make life in the city more pleasant. The Romans loved 
baths and used them regularly. In Rome, water mains 
wisely ended in fountains or directly in houses, allowing 
water to be brought directly into the baths. The baths 
were public. The Romans turned daily hygiene into a social event and the baths became a place of public 

meetings and discussions.

VILLA RUSTICAA rustic farm, surrounded with vast lands. The building included 

residential areas for the owner 1 or administrator 2, farm 

areas for animals 3 and crops 4, and a place for the housing 

of agricultural workers and slaves 5. In the middle there was 

a residential garden 6. Only the wealthy citizens of Rome 

could afford to own a villa. 
ROMAN TERRITORY

As the Republic’s power grew, the aggressive Romans 

began eyeing foreign territories. First, they conquered 

the whole of the Apennine Peninsula and then 

ventured into the rest of Europe. The country which 

originally started as a small area surrounding the 

seven hills of Rome soon became the most significant 

power in the known world.

GUARD TOWERRomans built guard towers on their 

territory. There, permanently stationed 

guards ensured the country would be 

protected against a sudden enemy 

attack. Some of these buildings or 

their ruins can still be seen in certain 

European countries.

INSULA
The poor and middle-class plebeians who couldn’t 

afford their own villas lived in the rental houses known 

as insulae. An insula had several floors and contained 

roughly six flats. On the bottom floor there were shops, 

taverns, and workshops. 

CICERO
He was an important philosopher, politician and writer of the Roman Republic. 

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC
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Some people like museums, while others find them 
boring. But a museum ruled by magic and sorcery is a 
totally different story. Don’t believe it? Well, open this 

book and see for yourself what strange happenings 
are afoot. By cracking open these mysterious pages, 
you will trigger the spell of the sacred scarab and 

the museum exhibits of Ancient Egypt will come to life, 
including a cat who remembers the famous Cleopatra. 
The mission of this feline is to put things right, to catch 
the scarab and undo its curse. But that is no easy task. 
Together with the cat and its gray mouse helpers, you 
will dash through the museum in pursuit of the scarab. 
Along the way, without even realizing it, you’ll learn 

plenty of interesting historical facts about the amazing 
civilization that was Ancient Egypt.

MAGICAL MUSEUM: 
ANCIENT EGYPT

Written by Štěpánka Sekaninová
Illustrated by Jakub Cenkl
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Follow  
that magical 

scarab!
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MEANS OF
TRANSPORT THAT

CHANGED THE WORLD

Martin Sodomka  Štěpánka Sekaninová  Tom Velčovský

Albatros

Travel back with us as we explore the world‘s most important 
milestones in the development of travel and transportation. From 
little-noticed ideas that launched a technological revolution, 
to expeditions that reached for the stars, to tragedies that ended  
vast projects once and for all. As this book shows, every ending stands 
at the beginning of something new. Take a ride with us on the fastest, 
greatest, most awesome, most controversial machines that moved 

humanity forward.
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Written by Štěpánka Sekaninová & Tom Velčovský

MEANS OF TRANSPORT 
THAT almost CHANGED 

THE WORLD

We all travel sometimes—by car, bus, train, or plane. But there are some means 
of transport we completely ignore. Crack open this book, wonderfully illustrated 
by Martin Sodomka, and learn why we don’t travel in flying cars, why trains 
don’t ride on a single rail, or why there are no life-size remote-controlled cars! 
You’re about to be flooded with fascinating ideas, prototypes, and attempts 
to invent something new over the course of the last century. The means of 
transport presented here might not have led to technological revolutions, but 

they did help us progress. After all, we do learn from our mistakes.

Check out the other  
title in this series: Albatros
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Printed in China  
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www.albatrosbooks.com
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“Well-written, engaging narratives are  
complemented by detailed drawings that  

show even small details.“ —Booklist
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SPACEMANIA: 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF THE UNIVERSE

9.5 x 12.6 in, 64 pages, 
hardcover
Age: 9-12 years
ISBN: 9788000070933 
Price: $18.95
Pub date: Jul 23, 2024
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction;
Technology
Lexile Level: IG1020L

The world of stars, planets, galaxies, celestial bodies, 
and space flights is as endlessly fascinating as the 

universe itself. From the very first moment when 
humans looked up at the night sky, it was clear that 

humankind would never stop being excited and 
astonished by outer space; that people would study 
it for as long as it remained shrouded in mystery, full 

of unexplained things happening. While a single book 
can’t ever hope to contain everything there is to know 
about the universe, it can at least give you a list of the 
most interesting things. And that’s what Spacemania 

is all about. Be it the origin of the universe, the 
celestial bodies that can be found in its depths,  

or its conquest by humans – this book will introduce 
you to everything important and worthy  

of exploring about space.

Albatros
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IN YOUR HOME

SCIENCE IS ALL 

 AROUND US!

LOOK!

Albatros

Written by THE AMAZING THEATRE OF PHYSICS

I l lustrated by TOMÁŠ KOPECKÝ

Hey, isn’t physics just another boooring 
science? Not at all, actually! Let's take a closer 
look at it – and where better to start than in 
your own bedroom at home. Could physics 
be lurking in the underfloor heating beneath 
your bed? Has it secretly disguised itself as 
a reflective T-shirt in the closet? Maybe it 
wandered into that dusty old fuse box that 
mysteriously switches itself off from time to 
time… And why does that happen?

Whether physics attracts you like a magnet 
or makes you cower in terror under your 
desk – have no fear and read this book. It 
will show you that physics can be fun and 
fascinating – and, most importantly, that it 
really can be found everywhere.

We'll gradually explore the whole house 
from floor to ceiling, from a happily bubbling 
kettle in the kitchen to a pipe with a strange 
bend (and an even stranger smell) in the 
bathroom. Along the way, we’ll discover 
where changes of state, electricity, radiation, 
and all the forces are hiding. And you can 
look forward to amazing experiments! A 
word of warning, though – one of them 
might make your hair stand on end... literally!

AWESOME

PHYSICS PHYSICS 
Fearlessly written by: 
THE AMAZING THEATRE OF PHYSICS
Amusing and soothing illustrations by:
TOMÁŠ KOPECKÝ

CLI CK!
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My Cup of Art

This little pop-up book by artist 
Katerina Karolik is about a seemingly 
ordinary object—the tea or coffee 
cup. Seen through an artist‘s eyes, 
however, everyday items can take 
on new and unexpected forms.

If you are curious about what a cup 
by Pablo Picasso, Vincent van Gogh, 
Piet Mondrian or Kazimir Malevich 
might look like, read on! You are sure 
to enjoy this playful and imaginative 
book about an item found on every 
kitchen table that still has the power 
to surprise. 

ISBN 978-80-00-06594-6
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ŠTĚPÁNKA SEKANINOVÁ & JAKUB CENKL
THE STORIES OF

musical instruments

instrumentsof all kinds

discover

Niccolo the cricket would like to become a musician. 
But which instrument should he start with? The violin? 
The guitar? The trumpet? All at once? Well, he does have six 
limbs, so why not? In any case, Niccolo and his trusty companion 
Luciano the nightingale travel the world as they learn about 
musical instruments of all kinds, some familiar to us, some 
less common. If you are interested in music at least a little, 
join Niccolo and Luciano and learn the stories of musical 
instruments along with them.

Musical 
Instruments

Musical 
Instruments

ŠTĚPÁNKA SEKANINOVÁ & JAKUB CENKL

ŠTĚPÁNKA SEKANINOVÁ & JAKUB CENKL

THE STORIES OF

THE STORIES OF

A L B A T R O S

musical

FLUGELHORN
At first sight, you might confuse it with a trumpet, but when you look closer, you realize that the flugelhorn is a little larger, has a wider tube, and is more cone-shaped at the end. All this makes its sound softer, fuller, and less sharp than that of the trumpet, its slenderer sister—as we hear clearly in wind orchestras.  

TUBA
Playing the tuba requires a lot of strength, so the player must be sitting comfortably to bear its weight. Its deep, bass sound is heard in orchestras accompanying other instruments.

SOUSAPHONE 
A brother of the helicon, this instrument was named after John Philip Sousa, an American composer and conductor, and is popular with American military bands for its bolder, sharper sound. And its bent tube means that it fits around the player’s body, allowing them to march proudly as they blow.

Trombone
This instrument has quite a long history. Indeed, having been played since the 15th century, it is one of the oldest metal instruments. The slide trombone is composed of two parts. The trombone’s tone is changed by moving the slide up and down. There is also a valve trombone, which is 

somewhat easier to play—to extend the instrument to the 
required length, the player just presses down on a valve.

Helicon
A helicon is a kind of tuba modified so that the player can bear its weight comfortably on the shoulder without the need to sit. Indeed, helicon players can march briskly as they blow their horns. In the Balkans, the helicon is a much-loved instrument and, as such, an inseparable part of the folk tradition.

CORNET
Something between a flugelhorn and a trumpet, this instrument has its origins in the posthorn. Although its tone is not as full as the trumpet’s, at one time it threatened the latter’s existence, as it is more comfortable to play. In appearance, it is like  a pocket-sized trumpet.

RELATIVES OF THE TRUMPEt
“All these different trumpets are making me confused,” said Niccolo, as he continued his musical pilgrimage. “But what ’s this?” At his next stop, there are lots more metal objects. Welcome to the world of Miss Trumpet ’s cousins! These instruments include saxophones, trombones, sousaphones, and helicons. Trum-ta-ta-daa! Too-too-oo!

WIND INSTRUMENTS reed

BENT 
TUBE

FRENCH HORN
This bent brass instrument is known for its lovely velvety tone. Having started out as a military instrument, it was also used for the playing of fanfares and to give signals at the hunts. Although it is made of metal, its shape continues to resemble a cow horn, out of which it developed. Today, the French horn has been promoted from the hunt to the symphony orchestra and chamber ensemble. Its long tones are also heard in jazz music.

I bet the hunt 
is starting!

TROMBONE

TUBA

HELICON

FUGELHORN

HUNTING 
HORN

SOUSAPHONE 
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HandHands are so much a part of our bodies that we 
barely notice their presence. We use them to 
carry a mug of tea to our mouth, stroke a beloved 

pet,  or bang on the table. Composed of a wrist, 
a palm, and five clever fingers, the hand is a reliable 
partner we would struggle to be without.  

Have you ever wondered how hands work? Or why 
some of us are left-handed and others right-handed? 
Or how the hands of a sculptor differs from those of 
a pianist or a bricklayer? Did you know that we can 
use our hands to talk with, by communicating thoughts 
where spoken words can’t reach? 

We may think of hands as ordinary, but they 
are truly remarkable … After reading this book, you will 
see your hands in a whole new way.
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Have you ever looked closely at the buildings you pass each day? If not, 
stop and take a closer look around you. Some of these structures have 
been standing for generations, while others are relatively new. Each one is 
unique, though, with its own distinct features – its own clues. Using these 
clues, architects can tell the age of a building and the style of architecture 
it follows. It’s like taking a trip back in time. Would you, too, like to learn how 
to read the architecture of buildings? If so, you’ve come to the right place. 
This book features some of the world’s most iconic historical buildings. 
Here, you’ll learn about how architecture has evolved over the centuries 
and about the magic held in each building.
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W hat do speech, written messages, posture, and facial 
expressions have in common? They are all ways we 

communicate with each other. But that’s not the half of it. 
Nowadays a lot of communication is done with different kinds of 
technology. Come learn the secrets of communication and start 
practicing the skills that will help you improve your relationships 
with those around you.
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Have you ever tried counting how many  
occupations there are? Impossible, isn’t it?  

These endless choices are wonderful, 
though, since they allow everyone to find the 
right job for them. Whether your interests lie 

in computers, dance, music, history, math, 
transportation, space, or the ocean deep, 

you can find a use for them in adulthood—by 
building your work around what you love! 

Come with us to learn about the little-known 
occupations that move today’s world. As you 

discover what the people who do them  
need to know and what they love about their  

work, you might also learn how to make  
your own dream come true!
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www.albatrosbooks.com

Albatros Media

albatros_books Albatros Media US BooksAlbatros

Albatros Books

The Big

THE BIG BOOK OF JOBS

JOBS
BOOK

Albatros

of

PARTS OF A WHOLE
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There are so many things around us that we cannot see 
inside. All those cabinets, suitcases, and closed doors—be 
they small, big, mysterious, or even quite plain, they make 
you wonder what’s inside them. Food goes inside a fridge. 
Laundry goes inside a washing machine. That’s obvious, 

right? But what about a fire truck? Not to mention a garden 
shed or a henhouse? What goes inside them?

 
Join Bruno the curious dog and let’s find everything  

out together. You’ll have loads of fun!
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What’s it
 like to play socc

er  

in slippers? 
Should you go to school 

in pajamas? Is 
a wig the rig

ht  

thing to wear to 
the theater?  

We wear different clo
thes for

 

differ
ent occasions. But haven’t

  

our heroes in this book gotten
 it  

a bit wrong? Or more t
han a bit?  

It appears th
ey need your advice.

  

So, what should they put on?
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What happens when a chef wears 

a tutu? Can a ballerin
a dance in 

hiking boots? 
What kind of top

 

should a sailor w
ear? Haven’t o

ur 

heroes got th
ings a bit wrong? Even 

very wrong? Join us as we meet 

people starting differ
ent jobs. Maybe 

they need advice 
on the right thing 

to wear. What do you think?
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HEALTHY AS A DRAGON!

LEA
RNIN

G ABOUT HYGIENE

“Ow! Ow! That hurts!” Just listen to that wailing. 
A little Dragon in a cave has a toothache—and 

no idea that a headstrong little Princess is about  
to take him in hand. Now, now, little Dragon,  
that’s enough of that! Take this toothbrush  

and toothpaste and our lesson can begin . . . 

The next thing we know, the weeping, messy little 
Dragon will be a friend for all seasons! Thanks to 

the Princess, he will learn the right way to wash his 
hands and brush his teeth, and a little about keeping 

things clean and tidy. He will eat green vegetables and 
exchange his boredom for sports. 

Would you like to join the Dragon in learning about 
a healthy lifestyle? You would? Well then let the little 

Princess show you how it’s done . . .

DRAGON!

A LB AT R O S

AS A
Štěpánka SekaninováVeronika Zacharová

Written by Štěpánka Sekaninová
Illustrations by Veronika Zacharová

DRAGON!AS A WITH A DRAGO
N

Wash your hands

Brush your teeth

Eat healthily

Get good sleep

Do a little exercise

Take a shower

LEA
RNING ABOUT HYGIENE WITH A DRAGON
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nka Seka

nin
ová

Veronika Za
charová
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under 36 months. 
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You may be surprised to learn how many individual 
parts make up the things around us. Do you know all the 
things that go into alphabet soup, a sandpit, or a clock? 

Can you imagine how lovely all the parts look when 
sorted and arranged side by side?

 
You can’t? Well then come with us and let an inquisitive 

cat named Ada show you what makes up lots of ordinary 
and special things and places. 

Check out other 
releases in this 
series:

$ 12.99
Printed in Ukraine by Unisoft.
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OH, PREPOSITIONS. WHERE IS 

THIS AND WHERE IS THAT? IS IT 

IN, ON, OR ABOVE? IS IT UNDER, 

BEHIND, OR BETWEEN? AT FIRST, 

I COULDN’T GET IT RIGHT, BUT NOW, 

PREPOSITIONS AND I ARE FRIENDS. 

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN THEM 

TOO? WELL, I’VE GOT  

A GREAT BOOK FOR YOU.

I KNOW WHERE 
THINGS ARE!
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Can you name something fragile, something 
fast, and something loud? And do you know 

what opposites are?
The world around us is filled with them! When 
you look closely at things, you will learn that they 
can be cold, light, pointed, or even stinky. Each 
of these things has an opposite—something hot, 
heavy, rounded, or fragrant. And there is much, 
much more to discover in this book! 

¿Podrías nombrar algo frágil, algo rápido  
y algo ruidoso? ¿Y sabrías decir cuáles son  

         sus opuestos?
¡El mundo a nuestro alrededor está lleno  
de opuestos! Al observar las cosas en detalle, 
aprenderás que pueden ser frías, ligeras, 
puntiagudas o incluso oler mal. Cada uno  
de estos conceptos tiene un opuesto: algo 
caliente, pesado, redondeado o que huele bien.  
¡Y en este libro descubrirás muchísimas más 
cosas!
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500  
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COMPARARCOMPARAR

Magda Garguláková

Ekaterina Gaigalova

M
agda G

arguláková & E
katerina G

aigalova

OPPOSITES
OPUESTOSOPPOSITES OPUESTOS

$ 15.95
Printed in Czech Republic 
by TNM Print, s.r.o.
www.albatrosbooks.com

Albatros Media
albatros_books
Albatros Books
Albatros Media US

$18.95
Printed in China by Leo Paper Group.
www.albatrosbooks.com

ISBN + EAN

Magdalena Konečná • Jana Sedláčková

ALBATROS

CITIES
Bustling 

of the World

BUST
LIN

G CITIES O
F T

H
E W

ORLD

Come journey with us through some of the world's  
most scenic cities! From London in the rain to Kyoto in bloom 
to sun-scorched Cairo, you'll feel like you're right in the thick  

of it. Hop on a red double-decker bus or take a tuk-tuk  
through packed crowds. In the snowy north, go on a dog sled 
and scratch the ears of each cute pup. Stroll down evocative 

streets steeped in history, admire ancient monuments  
and modern marvels alike, and try out local delicacies.  

Do you know where croissants come from? What about jeans 
and chewing gum? Or the Nobel Prize? Find these  

answers—and more—in this vibrantly illustrated guide.
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My Cup of Art

This little pop-up book by artist 
Katerina Karolik is about a seemingly 
ordinary object—the tea or coffee 
cup. Seen through an artist‘s eyes, 
however, everyday items can take 
on new and unexpected forms.

If you are curious about what a cup 
by Pablo Picasso, Vincent van Gogh, 
Piet Mondrian or Kazimir Malevich 
might look like, read on! You are sure 
to enjoy this playful and imaginative 
book about an item found on every 
kitchen table that still has the power 
to surprise. 

ISBN 978-80-00-06594-6
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ŠTĚPÁNKA SEKANINOVÁ & JAKUB CENKL
THE STORIES OF

musical instruments

instrumentsof all kinds

discover

Niccolo the cricket would like to become a musician. 
But which instrument should he start with? The violin? 
The guitar? The trumpet? All at once? Well, he does have six 
limbs, so why not? In any case, Niccolo and his trusty companion 
Luciano the nightingale travel the world as they learn about 
musical instruments of all kinds, some familiar to us, some 
less common. If you are interested in music at least a little, 
join Niccolo and Luciano and learn the stories of musical 
instruments along with them.

Musical 
Instruments

Musical 
Instruments

ŠTĚPÁNKA SEKANINOVÁ & JAKUB CENKL

ŠTĚPÁNKA SEKANINOVÁ & JAKUB CENKL

THE STORIES OF

THE STORIES OF

A L B A T R O S

musical

FLUGELHORN
At first sight, you might confuse it with a trumpet, but when you look closer, you realize that the flugelhorn is a little larger, has a wider tube, and is more cone-shaped at the end. All this makes its sound softer, fuller, and less sharp than that of the trumpet, its slenderer sister—as we hear clearly in wind orchestras.  

TUBA
Playing the tuba requires a lot of strength, so the player must be sitting comfortably to bear its weight. Its deep, bass sound is heard in orchestras accompanying other instruments.

SOUSAPHONE 
A brother of the helicon, this instrument was named after John Philip Sousa, an American composer and conductor, and is popular with American military bands for its bolder, sharper sound. And its bent tube means that it fits around the player’s body, allowing them to march proudly as they blow.

Trombone
This instrument has quite a long history. Indeed, having been played since the 15th century, it is one of the oldest metal instruments. The slide trombone is composed of two parts. The trombone’s tone is changed by moving the slide up and down. There is also a valve trombone, which is 

somewhat easier to play—to extend the instrument to the 
required length, the player just presses down on a valve.

Helicon
A helicon is a kind of tuba modified so that the player can bear its weight comfortably on the shoulder without the need to sit. Indeed, helicon players can march briskly as they blow their horns. In the Balkans, the helicon is a much-loved instrument and, as such, an inseparable part of the folk tradition.

CORNET
Something between a flugelhorn and a trumpet, this instrument has its origins in the posthorn. Although its tone is not as full as the trumpet’s, at one time it threatened the latter’s existence, as it is more comfortable to play. In appearance, it is like  a pocket-sized trumpet.

RELATIVES OF THE TRUMPEt
“All these different trumpets are making me confused,” said Niccolo, as he continued his musical pilgrimage. “But what ’s this?” At his next stop, there are lots more metal objects. Welcome to the world of Miss Trumpet ’s cousins! These instruments include saxophones, trombones, sousaphones, and helicons. Trum-ta-ta-daa! Too-too-oo!

WIND INSTRUMENTS reed

BENT 
TUBE

FRENCH HORN
This bent brass instrument is known for its lovely velvety tone. Having started out as a military instrument, it was also used for the playing of fanfares and to give signals at the hunts. Although it is made of metal, its shape continues to resemble a cow horn, out of which it developed. Today, the French horn has been promoted from the hunt to the symphony orchestra and chamber ensemble. Its long tones are also heard in jazz music.

I bet the hunt 
is starting!

TROMBONE

TUBA

HELICON

FUGELHORN

HUNTING 
HORN

SOUSAPHONE 
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HandHands are so much a part of our bodies that we 
barely notice their presence. We use them to 
carry a mug of tea to our mouth, stroke a beloved 

pet,  or bang on the table. Composed of a wrist, 
a palm, and five clever fingers, the hand is a reliable 
partner we would struggle to be without.  

Have you ever wondered how hands work? Or why 
some of us are left-handed and others right-handed? 
Or how the hands of a sculptor differs from those of 
a pianist or a bricklayer? Did you know that we can 
use our hands to talk with, by communicating thoughts 
where spoken words can’t reach? 

We may think of hands as ordinary, but they 
are truly remarkable … After reading this book, you will 
see your hands in a whole new way.
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Have you ever looked closely at the buildings you pass each day? If not, 
stop and take a closer look around you. Some of these structures have 
been standing for generations, while others are relatively new. Each one is 
unique, though, with its own distinct features – its own clues. Using these 
clues, architects can tell the age of a building and the style of architecture 
it follows. It’s like taking a trip back in time. Would you, too, like to learn how 
to read the architecture of buildings? If so, you’ve come to the right place. 
This book features some of the world’s most iconic historical buildings. 
Here, you’ll learn about how architecture has evolved over the centuries 
and about the magic held in each building.
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Buildings from Antiquity,  
the Middle Ages, and  
the Early Modern Period.
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W hat do speech, written messages, posture, and facial 
expressions have in common? They are all ways we 

communicate with each other. But that’s not the half of it. 
Nowadays a lot of communication is done with different kinds of 
technology. Come learn the secrets of communication and start 
practicing the skills that will help you improve your relationships 
with those around you.

 Whether you  
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Have you ever tried counting how many  
occupations there are? Impossible, isn’t it?  

These endless choices are wonderful, 
though, since they allow everyone to find the 
right job for them. Whether your interests lie 

in computers, dance, music, history, math, 
transportation, space, or the ocean deep, 

you can find a use for them in adulthood—by 
building your work around what you love! 

Come with us to learn about the little-known 
occupations that move today’s world. As you 

discover what the people who do them  
need to know and what they love about their  

work, you might also learn how to make  
your own dream come true!
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Pub date: Sep 26, 2023
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8.3 x 8.3 in, 32 pages, hardcover
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Illustrated by Federico Bonifacini
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There are so many things around us that we cannot see 
inside. All those cabinets, suitcases, and closed doors—be 
they small, big, mysterious, or even quite plain, they make 
you wonder what’s inside them. Food goes inside a fridge. 
Laundry goes inside a washing machine. That’s obvious, 

right? But what about a fire truck? Not to mention a garden 
shed or a henhouse? What goes inside them?

 
Join Bruno the curious dog and let’s find everything  

out together. You’ll have loads of fun!
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What’s it
 like to play socc

er  

in slippers? 
Should you go to school 

in pajamas? Is 
a wig the rig

ht  

thing to wear to 
the theater?  

We wear different clo
thes for

 

differ
ent occasions. But haven’t

  

our heroes in this book gotten
 it  

a bit wrong? Or more t
han a bit?  

It appears th
ey need your advice.

  

So, what should they put on?
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What happens when a chef wears 

a tutu? Can a ballerin
a dance in 

hiking boots? 
What kind of top

 

should a sailor w
ear? Haven’t o

ur 

heroes got th
ings a bit wrong? Even 

very wrong? Join us as we meet 

people starting differ
ent jobs. Maybe 

they need advice 
on the right thing 

to wear. What do you think?
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HEALTHY AS A DRAGON!

LEA
RNIN

G ABOUT HYGIENE

“Ow! Ow! That hurts!” Just listen to that wailing. 
A little Dragon in a cave has a toothache—and 

no idea that a headstrong little Princess is about  
to take him in hand. Now, now, little Dragon,  
that’s enough of that! Take this toothbrush  

and toothpaste and our lesson can begin . . . 

The next thing we know, the weeping, messy little 
Dragon will be a friend for all seasons! Thanks to 

the Princess, he will learn the right way to wash his 
hands and brush his teeth, and a little about keeping 

things clean and tidy. He will eat green vegetables and 
exchange his boredom for sports. 

Would you like to join the Dragon in learning about 
a healthy lifestyle? You would? Well then let the little 

Princess show you how it’s done . . .

DRAGON!

A LB AT R O S

AS A
Štěpánka SekaninováVeronika Zacharová

Written by Štěpánka Sekaninová
Illustrations by Veronika Zacharová

DRAGON!AS A WITH A DRAGO
N

Wash your hands

Brush your teeth

Eat healthily

Get good sleep

Do a little exercise

Take a shower

LEA
RNING ABOUT HYGIENE WITH A DRAGON

Štěpá
nka Seka

nin
ová

Veronika Za
charová

HEALTHYHEALTHY

WARNING:  
Choking hazard.  

Not suitable for children 
under 36 months. 
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You may be surprised to learn how many individual 
parts make up the things around us. Do you know all the 
things that go into alphabet soup, a sandpit, or a clock? 

Can you imagine how lovely all the parts look when 
sorted and arranged side by side?

 
You can’t? Well then come with us and let an inquisitive 

cat named Ada show you what makes up lots of ordinary 
and special things and places. 

Check out other 
releases in this 
series:

$ 12.99
Printed in Ukraine by Unisoft.
www.albatrosbooks.com
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LET’S LEARN PREPOSITIONSLET’S LEARN PREPOSITIONS

OH, PREPOSITIONS. WHERE IS 

THIS AND WHERE IS THAT? IS IT 

IN, ON, OR ABOVE? IS IT UNDER, 

BEHIND, OR BETWEEN? AT FIRST, 

I COULDN’T GET IT RIGHT, BUT NOW, 

PREPOSITIONS AND I ARE FRIENDS. 

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN THEM 

TOO? WELL, I’VE GOT  

A GREAT BOOK FOR YOU.

I KNOW WHERE 
THINGS ARE!
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Can you name something fragile, something 
fast, and something loud? And do you know 

what opposites are?
The world around us is filled with them! When 
you look closely at things, you will learn that they 
can be cold, light, pointed, or even stinky. Each 
of these things has an opposite—something hot, 
heavy, rounded, or fragrant. And there is much, 
much more to discover in this book! 

¿Podrías nombrar algo frágil, algo rápido  
y algo ruidoso? ¿Y sabrías decir cuáles son  

         sus opuestos?
¡El mundo a nuestro alrededor está lleno  
de opuestos! Al observar las cosas en detalle, 
aprenderás que pueden ser frías, ligeras, 
puntiagudas o incluso oler mal. Cada uno  
de estos conceptos tiene un opuesto: algo 
caliente, pesado, redondeado o que huele bien.  
¡Y en este libro descubrirás muchísimas más 
cosas!

MORE THANMORE THAN  

500  
items to compare

Más de Más de 

500  
COSAS PARA  COSAS PARA  
COMPARARCOMPARAR

Magda Garguláková

Ekaterina Gaigalova

M
agda G

arguláková & E
katerina G

aigalova

OPPOSITES
OPUESTOSOPPOSITES OPUESTOS

$ 15.95
Printed in Czech Republic 
by TNM Print, s.r.o.
www.albatrosbooks.com

Albatros Media
albatros_books
Albatros Books
Albatros Media US

$18.95
Printed in China by Leo Paper Group.
www.albatrosbooks.com

ISBN + EAN

Magdalena Konečná • Jana Sedláčková

ALBATROS

CITIES
Bustling 

of the World

BUST
LIN

G CITIES O
F T

H
E W

ORLD

Come journey with us through some of the world's  
most scenic cities! From London in the rain to Kyoto in bloom 
to sun-scorched Cairo, you'll feel like you're right in the thick  

of it. Hop on a red double-decker bus or take a tuk-tuk  
through packed crowds. In the snowy north, go on a dog sled 
and scratch the ears of each cute pup. Stroll down evocative 

streets steeped in history, admire ancient monuments  
and modern marvels alike, and try out local delicacies.  

Do you know where croissants come from? What about jeans 
and chewing gum? Or the Nobel Prize? Find these  

answers—and more—in this vibrantly illustrated guide.
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BELLA AND THE LOST BALL

8.0 x 8.0 in, 32 pages,
hardcover
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Price: $15.95
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8.3 x 8.3 in, 32 pages, 
hardcover
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10.6 x 8.3 in, 40 pages, 
hardcover
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Bella
and the
Lost Ball

The sun is lovely and warm, so Bella runs outside 
to play with her ball. But where has it rolled to? 

With the help of a butterfly, Mitzi the cat, Ally the dog 
and an inquisitive bunny hopping around the garden, 

will Bella be able to find it?  
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He’s neither a full-grown cat nor 
an itsy-bitsy kitten. He’s a young tomcat. 

Wait around and see what he does with his day. 
What does he have for breakfast? What does 

he play with? How does he clean his coat? 
And what about mischief? 

Learn about the world of pet cats and fall in love  
with them forever! Written by a beloved contemporary 

Czech poet and featuring magical illustrations 
by a world-renowned artist, this book 

is a splendid addition to every 
child’s bookshelf.
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The grandfather of our story 

isn’t like other grandparents. He wears pink trousers! 

And that’s not all that’s strange about him. People say 

that he’s a strange old codger altogether. Some even think  

that he’s grumpy. But as his grandson grows up, he comes to understand  

why Grandad does strange things, like refusing to give up his silly pink trousers. 

The child reader of this thought-provoking story will learn that quiet heroism 

can be more effective than a thousand grand gestures.

Lucie Hášová Truhelková
Ilustrovala Andrea Tachezy
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“When the first snow starts to fall, it’s like a fairy tale for all.” 

Stefan and Agnes can’t wait for it to snow. Finally, one 
morning, they see the brightness through the window 
and run outside happily into the garden. Where lawn was, 
there is a white plain as far as the eye can see. They ride 
through the snowy countryside on a bear’s back. What’s 
that, sparkling over there? Is it really true that the first 
snow is magical?

Marie Štumpfová & Radek Malý

Albatros
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In a remote borderland village where everyone still 
lives by their own rules and believes in old gods, 
four children disappear without a trace. Twelve 

years later, during winter solstice, three of them 
return out of nowhere, with no memory of what 
happened. Astrid, Tom, and Sonya must unite to 

overcome the prejudiced villagers, discover what 
went wrong, and locate the fourth missing child—

Astrid’s brother Max. Twelve nights after the winter 
solstice, when the border between the human 

world and the underworld is thinnest, is the most 
dangerous time of year. And the kids—now adults— 

will soon discover that the ghosts from their 
nightmares are real and waiting for them.

Albatros

Kateřina Šardická was born in 1991 
and started writing fifteen years later. 
A graduate in Theory and History of 
Film from Masaryk University in Brno, 
Czech Republic, she currently lives in 
that city. Having worked as an editor 
and written several short screenplays, 
she is now a TV script editor. Her first 
published novel is The Disappearance 
of Sára Lindertová, which won the 2019 
Readers’ Book of the Year Award in 
the Young Adult and Best Newcomer 
categories from the Czech literary 
foundation Reading Changes You.

Without quite understanding why she 
did it, Dora reached for the key hanging 
on the wall. She turned it in the lock 
and pressed down on the door handle, 
certain there would be no one behind 
the door.

A young woman stood there, drenched 
from head to toe in mud. It covered her 
hair and every inch of her naked body, 
as if she’d just crawled out of the deep-
est recesses of the earth. She was vis-
ibly shaking.

Dora couldn’t breathe. She wanted to 
scream and run away. She wanted to 
slam the door in the stranger’s face. 
But she did neither.

“Who are you?” she yelped. “Wh-What 
do you want?”

For a long time, the woman didn’t re-
spond, and just fixed her with a stare. 
Dora wasn’t all that sure she had under-
stood her. When she finally spoke, it 
was in a whisper.

“I’m Astrid,” she introduced herself. 
“Astrid Mahler. Don’t you recognize 
me?”

$ 17.99
Printed in Czech Republic by TNM Print, s.r.o.
www.albatrosbooks.com
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This quirky comic book recounts a true story 
that happened on a small island just off the 
coast of New Zealand in 1894. The tragicomic 
hero of our tale is a funny little cat named 
Tibbles, who belongs to the island’s lighthouse 
keeper. When Tibbles discovers a rare species 
of previously undescribed flightless bird—the 
Stephens Island wren—she recklessly causes its 
demise, accidentaly raising global awareness 
of the dangers of bringing non-native animal 
species to new habitats.
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hardcover
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8.5 x 11.0 in, 36 pages, 
hardcover
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Price: $15.95
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hardcover
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hardcover
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hardcover
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Price: $16.95
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hardcover
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hardcover
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Pub date: Nov 29, 2022
Theme: Juvenile Nonfiction; 
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They're all around us. We use them daily, pass them by, and it ne-
ver occurs to us to stop and think about where they came from. 
What, you ask? The most ordinary things in the world, of course! 
Shoes, umbrellas, toothbrushes, toothpicks, socks, dolls, and so on 
and so forth. How did they come to be? Who invented them? 
How did they develop and change over time? If you want to 

know the answers to these questions, to peek behind the curtain 
that drapes the most ordinary things in mystery, then read on and 

learn the story of common things.

ENCYCLOPEDIA  
OF ORDINARY THINGS

Written by Štěpánka Sekaninová 
Illustrations by Eva Chupíková ENCYCLOPEDIA  

OF ORDINARY 
THINGS

Štěpánka Sekaninová • Eva Chupíková
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We live in our houses, cook in our kitchens, relax in our living rooms. 
But how did people live before the invention of the bathroom? 
What was the bedroom like in ancient times? Did our ancestors 

use wallpaper? How was prehistoric laundry done, and when did 
people first cook on a real stove? Inquisitive readers large and 

small will find reliable answers to these questions and many more 
in this very book, so pull back the curtain on the history  

of the ordinary house and the things inside it.
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Kids Around the World Ordinary Worldseries: series: 

Ever wonder how kids live in other countries?  
This book gives you a great opportunity to look inside 
homes on all continents and discover how different 

children’s lives can be. People build their homes to suit  
local conditions and to be comfortable to live in. Do you  

know how kids live in Mongolia? Or what life’s like  
in an icy igloo? How about in a rainforest? Come with  

us as we take a look at homes in all parts of the  
world-—and make new friends who’ll tell you all about  

their cultures. Well then, are you ready? 

How  
Kids Live 

Around  
the World

How
Kids Live

 Around the World

How Kids Live Around the World

WRITTEN BY HELENA HARAŠTOVÁ & PAVLA HANÁČKOVÁ
ILLUSTRATED BY MICHAELA BERGMANNOVÁ
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Check out the other releases in this series:
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If you were asked to find a kid who doesn’t like playing, you’d 
probably struggle to find a single one. Kids love to play, 

sometimes alone but ideally with friends. But how and what 
they play varies from place to place. Do you want to know 
about games played in Australia, Africa, New Zealand, and 
other parts of the world? If so, this is the book for you. 

As you read about fun and games for kids across countries 
and continents, you will learn that some games are much  

the same wherever they are played. Others, however,  
will be entirely new to you. What’s more, this book will 
introduce you to new friends who just love to play!

How Kids Play 
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How Kids Celebrate Holidays Around the World
HELENA HARAŠTOVÁ · PAVLA HANÁČKOVÁ · MICHAELA BERGMANNOVÁ

Good company, great food and drink, and most importantly, 
lots of fun-—we all love the holidays! But have you ever 

wondered how people celebrate in other countries? 
Together we’ll join in with many celebrations, all of them 
different. What’s Halloween like in Ireland, and Timkat in 

Ethiopia? What are the customs observed during Hanukkah? 
You’ll make new friends who’ll tell you all about their 

culture. Ready to explore? It’s party time all over the world! 

How Kids
Celebrate Holidays 
 Around the World

WRITTEN BY HELENA HARAŠTOVÁ & PAVLA HANÁČKOVÁ
ILLUSTRATED BY MICHAELA BERGMANNOVÁ

Check out the other titles in this series:

$ 15.95
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Printed in China by Leo Paper Group.
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Holidays Around 
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“This was a wonderful celebration of a diverse 
cultures and holidays across the globe.”  
—Youth Services Book Review

A L BA T R O S

We Ethiopians have so much fun 
playing a game called ganna, 

similar to field hockey!

In Venezuela, we roller-skate 
through the streets!

In Russia, we don’t 
celebrate Christmas 
until January 7th!

Did you know that in Australia you 
can spend Christmas Day on the 

beach? And you won’t even be cold!
Home sweet home . . . 

We love our gingerbread!
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HELENA HARAŠTOVÁ · ŠTĚPÁNKA SEKANINOVÁ · MICHAELA BERGMANNOVÁ

Going to school is a part of growing up. Kids everywhere attend 
school—even those who live in the densest rainforest. Have you 

ever wondered what their school is like and what is taught there? 
And what about the lessons of future monks? There are even 
special schools for ballet dancers. Just imagine! So, if you wish  

to know what goes on in schools in different places, this is 
the book for you. Come find the answers to all your burning 

questions—and make lots of new friends along the way!
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Some children like to visit toy shops,
others prefer candy shops,
and there are some who like going to parks.
But a little girl named Patti loves to visit music shops.
One very special day, her dad took her
to the greatest music shop in town . . . PATTI
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The sun is lovely and warm, so Bella runs outside 
to play with her ball. But where has it rolled to? 

With the help of a butterfly, Mitzi the cat, Ally the dog 
and an inquisitive bunny hopping around the garden, 

will Bella be able to find it?  
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He’s neither a full-grown cat nor 
an itsy-bitsy kitten. He’s a young tomcat. 

Wait around and see what he does with his day. 
What does he have for breakfast? What does 

he play with? How does he clean his coat? 
And what about mischief? 

Learn about the world of pet cats and fall in love  
with them forever! Written by a beloved contemporary 

Czech poet and featuring magical illustrations 
by a world-renowned artist, this book 

is a splendid addition to every 
child’s bookshelf.
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The grandfather of our story 

isn’t like other grandparents. He wears pink trousers! 

And that’s not all that’s strange about him. People say 

that he’s a strange old codger altogether. Some even think  

that he’s grumpy. But as his grandson grows up, he comes to understand  

why Grandad does strange things, like refusing to give up his silly pink trousers. 

The child reader of this thought-provoking story will learn that quiet heroism 

can be more effective than a thousand grand gestures.
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“When the first snow starts to fall, it’s like a fairy tale for all.” 

Stefan and Agnes can’t wait for it to snow. Finally, one 
morning, they see the brightness through the window 
and run outside happily into the garden. Where lawn was, 
there is a white plain as far as the eye can see. They ride 
through the snowy countryside on a bear’s back. What’s 
that, sparkling over there? Is it really true that the first 
snow is magical?
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In a remote borderland village where everyone still 
lives by their own rules and believes in old gods, 
four children disappear without a trace. Twelve 

years later, during winter solstice, three of them 
return out of nowhere, with no memory of what 
happened. Astrid, Tom, and Sonya must unite to 

overcome the prejudiced villagers, discover what 
went wrong, and locate the fourth missing child—

Astrid’s brother Max. Twelve nights after the winter 
solstice, when the border between the human 

world and the underworld is thinnest, is the most 
dangerous time of year. And the kids—now adults— 

will soon discover that the ghosts from their 
nightmares are real and waiting for them.
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Kateřina Šardická was born in 1991 
and started writing fifteen years later. 
A graduate in Theory and History of 
Film from Masaryk University in Brno, 
Czech Republic, she currently lives in 
that city. Having worked as an editor 
and written several short screenplays, 
she is now a TV script editor. Her first 
published novel is The Disappearance 
of Sára Lindertová, which won the 2019 
Readers’ Book of the Year Award in 
the Young Adult and Best Newcomer 
categories from the Czech literary 
foundation Reading Changes You.

Without quite understanding why she 
did it, Dora reached for the key hanging 
on the wall. She turned it in the lock 
and pressed down on the door handle, 
certain there would be no one behind 
the door.

A young woman stood there, drenched 
from head to toe in mud. It covered her 
hair and every inch of her naked body, 
as if she’d just crawled out of the deep-
est recesses of the earth. She was vis-
ibly shaking.

Dora couldn’t breathe. She wanted to 
scream and run away. She wanted to 
slam the door in the stranger’s face. 
But she did neither.

“Who are you?” she yelped. “Wh-What 
do you want?”

For a long time, the woman didn’t re-
spond, and just fixed her with a stare. 
Dora wasn’t all that sure she had under-
stood her. When she finally spoke, it 
was in a whisper.

“I’m Astrid,” she introduced herself. 
“Astrid Mahler. Don’t you recognize 
me?”
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This quirky comic book recounts a true story 
that happened on a small island just off the 
coast of New Zealand in 1894. The tragicomic 
hero of our tale is a funny little cat named 
Tibbles, who belongs to the island’s lighthouse 
keeper. When Tibbles discovers a rare species 
of previously undescribed flightless bird—the 
Stephens Island wren—she recklessly causes its 
demise, accidentaly raising global awareness 
of the dangers of bringing non-native animal 
species to new habitats.
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They're all around us. We use them daily, pass them by, and it ne-
ver occurs to us to stop and think about where they came from. 
What, you ask? The most ordinary things in the world, of course! 
Shoes, umbrellas, toothbrushes, toothpicks, socks, dolls, and so on 
and so forth. How did they come to be? Who invented them? 
How did they develop and change over time? If you want to 

know the answers to these questions, to peek behind the curtain 
that drapes the most ordinary things in mystery, then read on and 

learn the story of common things.
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We live in our houses, cook in our kitchens, relax in our living rooms. 
But how did people live before the invention of the bathroom? 
What was the bedroom like in ancient times? Did our ancestors 

use wallpaper? How was prehistoric laundry done, and when did 
people first cook on a real stove? Inquisitive readers large and 

small will find reliable answers to these questions and many more 
in this very book, so pull back the curtain on the history  

of the ordinary house and the things inside it.
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Ever wonder how kids live in other countries?  
This book gives you a great opportunity to look inside 
homes on all continents and discover how different 

children’s lives can be. People build their homes to suit  
local conditions and to be comfortable to live in. Do you  

know how kids live in Mongolia? Or what life’s like  
in an icy igloo? How about in a rainforest? Come with  

us as we take a look at homes in all parts of the  
world-—and make new friends who’ll tell you all about  

their cultures. Well then, are you ready? 
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If you were asked to find a kid who doesn’t like playing, you’d 
probably struggle to find a single one. Kids love to play, 

sometimes alone but ideally with friends. But how and what 
they play varies from place to place. Do you want to know 
about games played in Australia, Africa, New Zealand, and 
other parts of the world? If so, this is the book for you. 

As you read about fun and games for kids across countries 
and continents, you will learn that some games are much  

the same wherever they are played. Others, however,  
will be entirely new to you. What’s more, this book will 
introduce you to new friends who just love to play!
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How Kids Celebrate Holidays Around the World
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Good company, great food and drink, and most importantly, 
lots of fun-—we all love the holidays! But have you ever 

wondered how people celebrate in other countries? 
Together we’ll join in with many celebrations, all of them 
different. What’s Halloween like in Ireland, and Timkat in 

Ethiopia? What are the customs observed during Hanukkah? 
You’ll make new friends who’ll tell you all about their 

culture. Ready to explore? It’s party time all over the world! 
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“This was a wonderful celebration of a diverse 
cultures and holidays across the globe.”  
—Youth Services Book Review
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We Ethiopians have so much fun 
playing a game called ganna, 

similar to field hockey!

In Venezuela, we roller-skate 
through the streets!

In Russia, we don’t 
celebrate Christmas 
until January 7th!

Did you know that in Australia you 
can spend Christmas Day on the 

beach? And you won’t even be cold!
Home sweet home . . . 
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ever wondered what their school is like and what is taught there? 
And what about the lessons of future monks? There are even 
special schools for ballet dancers. Just imagine! So, if you wish  

to know what goes on in schools in different places, this is 
the book for you. Come find the answers to all your burning 
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