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Junior Sign Up Day Brings 
Community Together
Sunday 15 February was a huge morning for our junior football 
and netball community, with families turning out in great 
numbers for the annual Junior Sign Up Day at the Winchelsea 
Football Netball Club.

It was hard to think about the winter season ahead with perfect 
blue skies and sunshine overhead, but the excitement for the 
months to come was clear. Families had the opportunity to 
meet coaches, connect with other players, and hear about the 
many exciting plans for the upcoming season.

A heartfelt thank you goes to the club committee and senior 
players who came along to support the next generation and 
help make the morning such a success.

The day would not have been possible without the support of 
local groups and businesses. The Lions Club of Winchelsea 
once again kept everyone well fed with their much-loved 
sausage sizzle. Thanks also to Shanley from Fun Farm 2 U, 
Sharon from Coffee with Amore, and The Athlete’s Foot for 
their involvement and support.

It was a fantastic community morning and a great way to kick 
off preparations for the winter season.

If you were unable to attend, there is still plenty of time to 
register your children. Families are encouraged to reach out to 
the club for further information and to get involved.
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By Hesse Rural Health

Staying socially connected plays an 
important role in keeping both our minds 
and bodies healthy, and it’s something 
Hesse Rural Health continues to support 
across our local communities.

Friendships and social interaction don’t 
just make life more enjoyable – they can 
also reduce loneliness, lower stress and 
even improve physical health. Feeling 
part of a community brings a sense of 
belonging and purpose, which is 
especially important for people who may 
be at risk of social isolation.

Hesse’s Social Support Program 
continues to provide valuable 
opportunities for older adults and 
community members to stay connected. 

The program runs across Winchelsea, 
Beeac, Inverleigh, Bannockburn and 
Rokewood, with participants embracing 
the chance to meet new people and 
enjoy time together.

A range of in-house activities are 
offered, giving participants the chance to 
enjoy entertainment, build friendships 
and share freshly prepared, home-style 
meals in a relaxed and welcoming 
setting. The program also includes 
regular outings to local attractions, 
parks, cafés and events – offering 
enjoyable ways for people to stay active 
and engaged with the wider community.

Group exercise has also become an 
unexpected social highlight. While many 
join for the physical benefits, the shared 

experience often builds strong 
connections and a sense of 
camaraderie. In July 2025 a new walking 
group launched in Teesdale, joining 
existing groups in Bannockburn, 
Winchelsea, Beeac and Rokewood. Run 
in partnership with the Heart Foundation, 
the Teesdale group meets at Don 
Wallace Reserve, where walkers can 
enjoy the natural surrounds – including 
kangaroos and native plant life – while 
improving their health and wellbeing.

Social connection is also at the heart of 
the Winchelsea Community Foodbank. 
Beyond providing access to food, the 
foodbank has become a welcoming 
space for people to gather, often arriving 
early to share a cup of tea or coffee and 
a chat. Volunteers, too, say they gain a 
strong sense of purpose from helping 
others.

The relationships formed through the 
foodbank – and strengthened through 
the food literacy program – are 
extending beyond the service itself, with 
participants supporting one another and 
becoming more involved in community 
life.

Through programs like these, Hesse 
Rural Health continues to help reduce 
social isolation while building a more 
connected, supportive and resilient 
community.

If you’d like to know more about 
eligibility in joining a Hesse social 
support group or one of the exercise 
groups, contact (03) 5267 1200 or email 
communityintake@hesse.vic.gov.au

Want to know what’s happening across the shire?
From local legends and events to Council decisions and engagement 
opportunities, our monthly electronic newsletter is the best way to stay 
across Council news.

Subscribe at news.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/cw-subscribe.

SUBSCRIBE
here

surfcoast.vic.gov.au

SURF COAST SHIRE COUNCIL E-NEWS

Connection at the Heart of Community Health
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Movie club notice for Star and Board. 2026   Share

Shear.

Spin.

Knit.

BACK TO BACK 

Watch a woolly jumper

materialise in front of your

eyes!

Saturday 21 March 

8:00am to late

2026

Come support

two teams as

they shear, spin

and knit a

jumper in the

fastest time.

Food. Yarn. Market Stalls. 

Demonstrations. Bar.

Hands-on activities.

Gold coin entry. 

www.tarndie.com

Phone 0480 080 248

Raising funds for:

Fast!

Tarndwarncoort Homestead

5459 Princes Hwy, Warncoort, Victoria
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Community Satisfaction 
Survey On now

You may be contacted by an 
independent researcher during 
February/March as part of the 2026 
Local Government Community 
Satisfaction Survey.

The annual survey, commissioned by 
the state government, will ask for your 
perceptions of Council’s performance. 

Interviews are via phone and online. 
You’ll be asked for basic demographic 
information, but not personal details 
such as name and address.

For more information please call                        
5261 0600.

Slow Clothing 
Made Fast
Tarndwarncoort Homestead will host 
two teams in the International Back to 
Back Wool Challenge on Saturday 21 
March.

In a race against the clock, the teams of 
7 spinners and knitters plus a blade 
shearer, will transform wool directly from 
the sheep’s back into a jumper for 
person’s back.

The Guiness World Record to complete 
the set pattern jumper is held by a 
Dutch/German team in 4 hours 55 
minutes.

This will be the 30th challenge since 
Birregurra local Wendy Dennis set up 
the event in 1994.

Public are encouraged to come to 
Tarndwarncoort to support the teams 
and enjoy a market, food, bar and 
handmaking and blade shearing 
demonstrations

Raising funds for Rare Cancers 
Australia. All the event information at 
tarndie.com/tarndie-back-to-back-2026

A Refreshed Walk To Work Day 
Puts Mental Health In Focus Save 
The Date: Friday 27 March 2026
The Pedestrian Council of Australia has 
today announced a new look Walk to 
Work Day campaign, turning the 
spotlight on the irrefutable benefits of 
walking regularly for better mental 
health.

Now taking place at the start of the year, 
Walk to Work Day supporting Black Dog 
Institute will bring a refreshed focus to 
the national initiative, with the 
Pedestrian Council of Australia CEO 
Harold Scruby saying the partnership 
was a natural fit and an exciting 
evolution for the campaign.

“We are thrilled to partner with Black 
Dog Institute. Given the benefits a 
simple walk can have on mental health 
issues like anxiety, depression and 
stress – we hope this simple reminder 
will go a long way in getting Australia’s 
working population to walk more, not 
just on Walk to Work Day, but every 
day,” he said.

The latest research from Black Dog 
Institute highlights the scale of the 
challenge facing Australian workplaces, 
with mental illness estimated to cost 
businesses more than $39 billion each 
year through lost productivity, 
absenteeism and staff turnover. Around 
one in five Australians experience a 
mental illness each year, yet almost half 
will not seek professional help.

Black Dog Institute Fundraising Director, 
Laura Edwards, said that regular 
physical activity has been shown to play 
a powerful role in supporting mental 
health.

“Engaging in exercise has been shown 
to significantly reduce symptoms of 
depression, including major depressive 
disorder, with studies finding that 
walking for an hour a day can reduce 
the risk of major depression by up to 26 
per cent. This is because exercise 
promotes positive changes in the brain, 
including neural growth, reduced 
inflammation and new activity patterns 
that support calm, focus and overall 
wellbeing,” Laura said.

For people looking to improve their 
mental health, walking can be a simple, 
accessible and low-cost way to support 
mental wellbeing as part of everyday 
life.

Walk to Work Day supporting Black Dog 
Institute encourages working Australians 
to get involved in two ways: by getting 
started straight away and building 
simple walking habits in the lead-up to 
the event, walking more often, forming 
teams and fundraising between now 
and Walk to Work Day to support better 
mental health outcomes, and/or by 
taking part on the day itself on Friday 27 
March, through group walks, walking 
meetings or encouraging staff to walk to 
and from work, with the option to 
fundraise on the day.  More information, 
including how to fundraise, is available 
at www.walk.com.au.
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Yoga Immersion
by Rhani Bayon, 
Venue & Publicity Administrator 
Winchelsea Shire Hall, Winchelsea 
Community House

Lisa Grace led a wonderful two hour ‘Heart 
Opening’ Yoga Immersion on saturday the 
7th of February in the Shire Hall. A truly 
beautiful experience. The workshop was 
offered for free and showcased Lisa’s 
nurturing energy and gentle yet powerful 
guidance through Yoga practice. The 
workshop combined Pranayama (breath 
work), Vinyasa, Yin and Nidra (Meditation) 
Yoga styles with a focus on opening the heart 
within and without.

The immersion came to an end with the sanskrit mantra 
‘Lokah samastah sukhino bhavantu’ which means ‘May all 
beings everywhere be happy and free and may the thoughts, 
words and actions of my own life contribute to that happiness 
and freedom for all’

Watch this space for more upcoming yoga workshops or come 
and experience one of Lisa’s Yoga flow classes Wednesday 
evenings at 6.30pm in the Shire hall.

You can follow Lisa on Facebook at ‘Grace - Yoga and Belly 
Dance’

The Fire Danger Period is when CFA restricts the use of fire in the community.  
This is to help prevent fires from starting.
The Fire Danger Period is NOT the same thing as a Total Fire Ban.

Your local council or shire may have their own local laws about lighting fires. Contact your local council to find out what 
municipal local laws may be in place. Local laws may be in place all year

Municipality	       Start	 End
SURF COAST    24/11/2025       01/05/2026

If you need to use fire in the open air during the Fire Danger Period or on a day of Total Fire Ban 
you may require a permit.

          Find the rules at: https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/fire-permits/about-fire-permits

Fire Danger Period NOW
Country Fire Authority
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Zinaida Campion is a classical soprano, vocal coach, artist 
and model raised in Winchelsea. She is an alumna of VOYCE 
Victorian Opera, a Windfire Vocal Scholar, and Co President 
of Geelong City Opera. She has a strong background in 
languages, a love of local history, and an all-consuming passion 
for promoting the arts in rural areas.

To share your stories and inspire the community, please 
contact Zinaida. 0428 403 784 zinaidacampion@gmail.com

ArtsRural
Zinaida Campion

Note: a longer version of this article was 
published in Royal School of Church 
Music (RSCM) Victoria newsletter. 

What’s going on with hymns? Why do 
people enjoy singing them so much? 

At the beginning of the covid pandemic, 
I was Director of Music for the parish of 
St John of Jerusalem, South Hackney, in 
London. When lockdown was looking 
like a possibility, the parish assured me 
that they would continue to pay me, no 
matter what. This was a truly Christian 
gesture of kindness and caring at a time 
of great uncertainty and came just 
before I lost all of my other income 
overnight when we did eventually go into 
lockdown. Being the sort of person that I 
am, I didn’t immediately perceive this to 
be an opportunity to binge-watch Netflix 
whilst knitting and doing yoga but felt 
that I wanted to do something to earn 
my keep. ‘What should that be?’ I 
wondered. Having assessed my skill-set 
and available resources I pondered what 
I could contribute to the parish’s 
collective spiritual and emotional 
well-being in this time of crisis, and the 
answer came, ‘hymn singing’. 

My job has always involved playing lots 
of hymns lots of times but the pandemic 
gave me an opportunity to stop and 
think a bit more deeply about what I was 
doing. The first thing I did for the parish 

was to set up a Zoom hymn-singing 
group. All the churches were closed and 
collective worship in person had stopped 
but I knew that singing the familiar 
hymns of Lent – and later, Easter – 
would bring people a degree of comfort 
and normality. I was sure that the correct 
approach would be for me to play the 
hymns for everyone while they turned off 
their mics and sang at home. That was 
my first mistake. People didn’t just want 
to sing hymns, they wanted to do it 
together. I took this on board and 
although I felt it had a pretty detrimental 
effect on the quality of my product, it 
was a sacrifice well worth making, as 
the result was a dynamic and joyful 
connectedness within the group.

My next mistake was to 
assume that this activity was 
all about hymns or music or 
worship or something, 
whereas it quickly became 
apparent to me that it was 
really about being together 
and doing together; so a bit 
of chit-chat, as we were 
outside the normal structure 
of liturgy, naturally became 
part of the session. Inevitably, 
some of what we talked about 
was hymns, sharing likes and 
dislikes and discussing why, 
what, where, when and who. 

My next innovation, therefore, was to 
invite a participant to prepare a short 
presentation on one of the hymns 
chosen for the session. This might be 
about the text or the music, the poet, 
composer, translator or librettist, the 
context or history of the hymn, or a more 
personal reflection. I found this 
absolutely fascinating; it broadened my 
knowledge and appreciation of hymns 
more than I could ever have imagined 
and showed me how much they meant 
to others too. 

HYMNS: GREATER THAN THE SUM 
OF THEIR PARTS [PART TWO] will be 
published next week

Columnist’s thoughts: 

Community hymn singing, and particularly this hymn program, has such an emotional, spiritual, 
and personal impact. I have been many times to Victoria’s St Leonard’s group, and can vouch for 
the quality! Please try! 

On a more personal note, I have worked with Victoria since her return to Australia, in our classical 
duo, Cecilia’s Daughters. She has been a colossal inspiration and guide to me both artistically and 
personally, and the sounding board I bounce all my ideas for the future of the arts in our region off. 

Like family to me, she will be familiar to many of you, from our June 2024 Cecilia’s Daughters recital at Barwon Park. Be 
inspired! 

Ciao!

Hymns: Greater Than The Sum Of Their Parts [Part One]
By Victoria Hay
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What delight to have a nice 
down pour of rain for the garden 
last Wednesday.
Everything looked happy; veggies, 
garden plants, fruit & garden trees, even 
the leaves, blades of grass and the soil. 
All nicely refreshed and clean after 
having the past few months of heat 
which dried & burnt their leaves and the 
fine gravel road dust that covers 
everything was removed with the last of 
the rain drops dripping from the leaves. 
They are now ready for another burst of 
growth and fruit bearing. And we’re 
ready to pick their offerings to enjoy 
eating them and preserve any excess.

Our tomatoes seemed to struggle from 
seeds sprouting in punnets then to 
seedlings in tubes. But, once in the 
ground, with the warming spring, the 
gentle early summer sun and sufficient 
rain, they burst forth, spreading their 
roots and growing in height without the 
confines of punnet or tube.

Then, the intense heat and lack of 
rainfall over summer burnt them & sadly 
set them back. They stoically have 
produced some tomatoes, still green, & 
we may not get a bumper crop, but we 
can now hopefully be picking those 
luscious red ones soon.

It wasn’t  to be “T” tomato month for us 
in January but we are looking forward to 
“T” tomato month in February. I can’t 
wait to try Alice’s tomato recipes. We’ve 
had a few cucumbers and I loved adding 
the cumin in Alice’s raita recipe. I’ve 
made tzatziki but it doesn’t have the 
cumin.

The zucchinis were quick to produce 
and we’ve managed to pick them small 
and have marvelled at ourselves for not 
allowing any monsters to grow this 
season! But, without the tomatoes we 
haven’t been able to enjoy a zuchinni, 
garlic & tomato cook up, fingers crossed 
we’ll be there soon.

We water our gardens by hand held 
hose and watering cans for potplants, 
the delicate seedlings and freshly 
planted seeds.

We’re on tank water for home and 
garden. We need to be diligent so we 
don’t run out of water. This often 
happened when our kids were 
teenagers, the garden suffered then!

During any drought years we would 
use the washing machine’s rinse water 
and keep a bucket in the shower to 
collect water for the garden.

Now, with only the two of us, it’s a lot 
easier. We still need to be careful, thus 
we find hand watering best.

Paul is the master waterer.

The veggies are watered every second 
day. Individually they get about 10 to 
20 seconds worth of hose water.

The fruit trees, once a week. Like Peter 
in his article last week, Paul will leave 
the hose dribbling a “generous for us” 
amount of water at the base of the 
trunk. Taking his time each tree will get 
it’s ration. They are all well mulched 
with straw and manure on top so this 
watering will also give them some 
nourishment as well as hydration 
during the hot, dry rainless months.

The Everbearer raspberries are 
receiving this weekly watering too. The 
Everbearer are an autumn fruiting 
raspberry. Some say they aren’t as 
delicious as they’re spring fruiting 
relative but I don’t agree and I love 
being able to be eating fresh 
raspberries in the autumn.

The garden plants are mostly natives. 
We are in the habit of buying and 
planting any new ones in the autumn, 
we feel there will be enough warmth 
and rainfall to start them off and have 
them established & settled by the 
summer. Then only the new autumn 
plants that may still be struggling will 
get a weekly water, the others, an 
occasional water only if needed.

We try to maintain all our garden areas 
to a size we can water manage them. 
It’s a strict but loving watering regime 
for a garden that we get such 
enjoyment from.

Rain At Last!
by Julia Holohan
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Welcoming Prep Families for 2027

Principal Tours for Families
8:45am at the school - please RSVP by phone or email

Families encouraged to come to one tour listed below

Tuesday, March 3rd
Monday, March 30th
Thursday, May 7th

Wednesday, May 27th
Friday, June 5th

Contact Bron & Jen in our office - we look
forward to hearing from you!

winchelsea.ps@education.vic.gov.au
(03) 5267 2134

Enquiries welcomed from 27  Janth

Enrolment applications from 20  Aprth

Come ‘n’ Play Evenings for Families &
Students

5pm-6pm at the school - no RSVP required

An opportunity for your child to come into our school and familiarise
themselves with our classroom and staff

Families and students welcome to attend all of these sessions

Wednesday, February 18th
Tuesday, May 5th

Monday, August 3rd

Winchelsea Primary School
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CHATTY CAFÉ 

Friday’s 10.30am – 12.30pm from Feb 16th. 

“Sip, Chat, Share, Care” 

Winchelsea Shire Hall. 

Everyone Welcome, Gold coin donation. 
Next session: Saturday 21st Feb 

Phonics with  

Robot Reg 

Fridays 9.30am 

Pre-School – 5 years 

‘A Fun, high energy class to 
introduce and teach 
phonics skills to kids’ 

Bookings at 
robotreg.com.au  
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History & Culture

history of  winchelsea 
Winchelsea Shire Hall

Mícheál P O’Dhonnabháin has lived in the 
Winchelsea area since 2010. 
Michael completed a Bachelor in History 
and Anthropology and a Master of Cultural 
Heritage at Deakin University, then went on 
to complete a PhD at Federation University, 
focusing on colonial and European 
collections of Indigenous Australian Cultural 
Heritage. Michael lectured at Federation 
and Monash Universities, lecturing in 
World History, Folklore Studies, Indigenous 
Studies and literary studies. Michael has 
worked in museums and cultural collections 
across Victoria, and can usually be seen in 
and about Winchelsea with his wolfhound.

The Winchelsea Shire Hall is probably the 
most Iconic building in Winchelsea’s 
Heritage Streetscape. 

The Winchelsea and District Roads Board 
was formed on 9 November 1860 and was 
the first form of local government for the 
Shire. The original building was completed 
in 1867. Winchelsea was the administrative 
centre of the Shire of Winchelsea, which 
was proclaimed in 1864, and which 
continued until 9 March 1994 when it was 
amalgamated with the Shire of Barrabool to 
become the Surf Coast Shire. The 
Winchelsea Shire Council met in the Bottom 
pub from its foundation on 27 May, 1864 
until the construction of the original purpose-
built Shire Hall in 1867. Names of Early 
councillors such as Austin, Mathieson, 
Anderson, Hopkins, Stirling, Plant, Prime, 
and Clark will be familiar to many locals, and 
many have descendants still living in the town. 

The first Shire Hall was built in 1866 to a design by Henry 
Robert Bastow, member of the Plymouth Brethren and later 
Head of the architectural branch of the Victorian Education 
Department. It was demolished in 1907 when the existing 
Shire Hall was constructed to a design by Seeley and King of 
Geelong. Thomas Seeley was a member of the Independent 
Order of Rechabites and it may have been through friendly 
society associations that Bastow in 1866 and Seeley in 1907 
were awarded their commissions to design these buildings. 
Both architects were not known for their civic architecture. 

The Shire Hall hosted local civic and community events and 
celebrations. These included Council meetings, visits by 
Governors and dignitaries, exhibitions and weddings. One 
example of these was an event in the shire hall on Friday 18 
September 1885, where about forty of the residents of the 
township held a farewell to Miss Davis, the popular post and 
telegraph mistress, who had been promoted to the charge of 
similar offices at Rushworth. A concert was held in the Shire 
Hall with a programme of dances and supper. Speeches and 
gifts were presented by Mr. William Stirling, J-P. The pianoforte 
accompaniments to the vocalists and the spirited dance music 
during the evening, were performed by Mr W. D. Goodall, of 
Geelong. Miss Davis was presented with an album of 
photographs of those who took part in the gathering. Over the 
years tenders for civic works such as road and bridge works 
were advertised through local newspapers and applications 
were delivered in person to the shire hall by prospective 
tradespeople. 

The existing imposing Federation Free style bluestone Shire 
Hall building at 28 Hesse Street, which we enjoy in the main 
street of town was rebuilt 1907. The palm, elm and ash trees 
on the site and the bluestone war memorial planter at the front 
also contribute to the significance of the place. 

On 6 May 1919, part of the shire was annexed to the then new 
Shire of Otway, and on 31 May 1927, parts were annexed to 

the Shire of Barrabool. On 1 April 1989, Winchelsea annexed 
parts of the Shire of Barrabool, and was re subdivided into 
three ridings. On 9 March 1994, the Shire of Winchelsea was 
abolished, and along with parts of the City of South Barwon 
and the Shire of Barrabool, was merged into the newly created 
Surf Coast Shire. During the Shire of Winchelsea years, the 
Shire Hall was used for court cases and meetings of local 
government. At its zenith, the Shire of Winchelsea included 
Armytage, Bambra, Barwon Downs, Benwerrin, Birregurra, 
Boonah, Buckley, Deans Marsh, Fairholme, Lorne, Murroon, 
Ombersley, Pennyroyal, Ricketts Marsh, Ripplevale, 
Wensleydale, Whoorel, Winchelsea, Wurdiboluc and Yan Yan 
Gurt. 

Refurbished in 2022, to its beautiful glory, Winchelsea Shire 
Hall is a community space for meetings, parties, events and 
more. Today it is an important community hub and a precious 
public asset to the Winchelsea community. 
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Business 
Concierge in 
Winchelsea
Book the Business 
Concierge
Got a business idea, need guidance on 
starting out, or unsure which permits you 
need?

Surf Coast Shire Council’s Business 
Concierge will be in Winchelsea on 
Monday 23 March offering free 
25‑minute sessions for local business 
owners.

Winchelsea Shire Hall, 28 Hesse St, 
8.30am–2pm.

Book ahead or simply drop in for a chat 
about your business questions.

Build Your Business Skills: 
Upcoming Workshops & 
Support
From Clicks to Customers – Optimise 
Your eCcommerce Business

Online retailers can join a hands‑on 
workshop focused on turning website 
traffic into sales. Participants will learn 
how to set up Google and Meta Shops, 
track conversions, create short‑form 
video, plan sales campaigns and boost 
email marketing.

Torquay – Tues 3 March, 9.30am–
12.15pm, Surf Coast Shire Council 
Offices

Runway HQ Regional 
Incubator Bootcamp
Aspiring and early‑stage founders can 
take part in a one‑day bootcamp 
designed to refine ideas, understand 
customer needs and connect with 
mentors. The workshop also offers a 
pathway into the full Runway Incubator 
Program.

Torquay – Fri 13 Feb, 10am–3pm, Surf 
Coast Shire Council Offices

Free to attend (refundable $10 booking 
fee), lunch included.

ATO Small Business Support 
Webinars
The ATO is offering free online 
masterclasses covering topics such as 
business planning, finances, GST, cash 
flow and paying workers. With more than 
30 short online courses and the chance 
to speak directly with experienced tax 
officers, the series is ideal for anyone 
wanting more confidence in managing 
their business.

The first session, Starting a Small 
Business, runs on Thurs 12 Feb, 1–2pm, 
with more topics to follow.

Starting Your Small Business 
Workshop
New and early‑stage business owners 
can build a strong foundation at this 
practical session covering business 
goals, name registration, choosing a 
location or online presence, insurance 
essentials and creating a simple action 
plan. Networking and light refreshments 
included.

Torquay – Wed 18 March, 9am–12pm, 
KMCC, 12 Merrijig Drive

Creative Development Grant 
Program
The Surf Coast Shire’s Creative 
Development Grant supports local artists 
and creative professionals to test ideas, 
develop early‑stage work and grow their 
practice.

Eligible applicants can apply for up to 
$3,000 as an individual or up to $5,000 
as a group or collective.

To help shape project ideas, the Arts 
Team is hosting drop‑in sessions this 
month:

Winchelsea: Wed 11 Feb, 11am–1pm

Lorne: Wed 18 Feb, 2–4pm

Torquay: Wed 25 Feb, 2–4pm
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This year marks a deliberate 
shift in how Growing 
Winchelsea operates. The new 
committee is moving toward a 
more relaxed and welcoming 
format that prioritises 
networking, listening, and the 
sharing of ideas. The aim is 
simple. To create a space where 
people feel comfortable turning 
up, having a conversation, and 
contributing in ways that suit 
them, whether that is through 
big picture thinking, practical 
suggestions, or simply being 
part of the discussion.

This refreshed approach comes 
at a crucial time for Winchelsea.  
Members of Growing 
Winchelsea Inc have been 
actively involved in the Surf 
Coast Shire Council workshops 
that are shaping the Winchelsea 
Place Plan. Through an 
expression of interest process, 
29 local community and 
business members were selected 
to take part. Together, they have 
helped shape a shared vision for 
Winchelsea as it grows toward 
an expected population of 
18,500 people by 2050.

The draft Place Plan sets 
out what matters most to 
the Winchelsea community 
and is guided by seven key 
principles to support thoughtful 
and sustainable growth. 
It also recognises that the 
success of the plan relies on 
partnership, with Council 
and the community sharing 
responsibility for turning ideas 
into action.

Looking ahead, the final 
Place Plan will inform a new 
Winchelsea Structure Plan in 
2026. Growing Winchelsea 
Inc is committed to working 
alongside both processes, 
advocating for local priorities 
and ensuring community 
voices continue to be heard as 
decisions are made about the 
town’s future.

Now is the perfect time to get 
involved.

This is a pivotal and exciting 
time for Winchelsea.  If you 
would like to be involved, share 
your ideas and suggestions, 
make a commitment to shaping 
Winchelsea’s future, or simply 

enjoy being part of a proactive 
and positive community, 
Growing Winchelsea welcomes 
your interest and input. Let us 
know by sending an email with 
your interest to:

secretary@growingwinchelsea.com

Growing Winchelsea Inc will 
hold its first meeting of the year 
at the historical Winchelsea 
Railway Station on Wednesday 
25 February, 6.30pm – 7.30pm. 

Come along and learn about the 
current planting and seating 
project as well as future ideas. 
The meeting will follow the 
final Place Plan session and will 
set the direction and tone for 
the year ahead.

Everyone is welcome. Be 
comfortable, bring a chair. 
Come along, meet your 
community advocacy group, 
and be part of what comes next.
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Growing Winchelsea Inc is entering an 
exciting new chapter, with a new committee 
stepping in and a renewed focus on connection, 
conversation, and community led ideas.

New Committee.
Fresh Approach.
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The Climate Report
Compiled by Judy Cameron

Environment

More Than Polar Bears and 
Penguins: Why Polar 
Warming Is Everyone’s 
Problem
By Gregory Andrews* [edited and 
reproduced with permission]

For the full story  see https://www.
lyrebirddreaming.com/blog

Christmas Day in Iceland set a new 
temperature record of 19.8°C, 
extraordinarily warm for winter and a 
marker of how far “normal” has drifted.. 
When reflective ice gives way to dark 
ocean, the water absorbs more solar 
energy, reinforcing warming and 
delaying refreezing.

Earth’s poles are becoming less reliable 
as buffers and climate regulators. That 
matters for at least three reasons.

First, sea-level rise. Melting of glaciers 
and the Greenland Ice Sheet is a major 
contributor to global sea-level rise. For 
Australia, this translates into higher and 
more frequent coastal flooding, faster 
erosion, saltwater intrusion into wetlands 
and aquifers, and rising insurance and 
infrastructure costs for coastal 
communities.

Second, climate volatility. Here in 
Australia, a hotter, wetter global 
atmosphere increases the odds of 
sharper swings between extremes - 
more intense downpours and flooding in 
some periods, harsher heatwaves and 
fires in others. Disaster planning, 
agriculture, and water management are 
already becoming markedly harder.

Third, ecological and economic impacts. 
Practically, it means accelerating losses 
of ecosystem services that Aussies rely 
on - more coral bleaching on the Great 
Barrier Reef, collapsing fisheries, crop 
failures under heat stress, and higher 
costs for health systems and at the 
supermarket.

The implications reach well beyond the 
polar regions - into coastlines, food 
systems, infrastructure, and the basic 
assumption that winter will behave like 
winter.

*Gregory Andrews is the founder, owner 
and Managing Director of Lyrebird 

Dreaming Pty Ltd. He represented 
Australia as an Ambassador and High 
Commissioner in West Africa, and as a 
diplomat in China, Japan and United 
Nations negotiations.  He was Australia’s 
first-appointed Threatened Species 
Commissioner.

Point of no return: a hellish 
‘hothouse Earth’ getting 
closer, scientists say
Damian Carrington Environment 
editor, The Guardian

The world is closer than thought to a 
“point of no return” after which runaway 
global heating cannot be stopped, 
scientists have said.

At just 1.3C of global heating in recent 
years, extreme weather is already taking 
lives and destroying livelihoods across 
the globe. At 3-4C, “the economy and 
society will cease to function as we 
know it”, scientists said last week, but a 
hothouse Earth would be even more 
fiery.

It was difficult to predict when climate 
tipping points would be triggered, 
making precaution vital, said Dr 
Christopher Wolf, a scientist at 
Terrestrial Ecosystems Research 
Associates in the US.  “It’s likely that 
global temperatures are [already] as 
warm as, or warmer than, at any point in 
the last 125,000 years and that climate 
change is advancing faster than many 
scientists predicted.”

Full story: https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2026/feb/11/point-of-no-
return-hothouse-earth-global-heating-
climate-tipping-points?CMP=share_btn_
url

Climate crisis linked to fall in 
southern right whale birth 
rates as researchers raise 
‘warning signal’
By Petra Stock, The Guardian

After decades of recovery, southern right 
whales are showing signs of a climate-
driven decline in breeding rates.

Instead of giving birth to a calf every 
three years, southern right whales have 
shifted to four-year or five-year cycles. 
says Dr Claire Charlton, a marine 
biologist.

Charlton, who leads the right whale 
program in the Great Australian Bight, 
says southern right whales are 
“magnificent animals” – “just the sheer 
size of them, and the fact that they live 
for 150 years”

“They feed in Antarctic and sub-Antarctic 
waters during our summer time and then 
migrate up to our coasts during winter,” 
she said. “The whales come every year 
to breed, mate, rest and socialise.”

The researchers said similar trends had 
been observed in southern right whale 
populations across South America and 
South Africa, with other krill-dependent 
predators also facing pressure from 
marine heatwaves and declining sea ice.

This was a “warning signal” about how 
climate change was affecting marine life, 
Charlton said

Southern rights were like “tractors of the 
ocean”, said Dr Peter Corkeron, a 
marine ecologist and adjunct senior 
research fellow at Griffith University. To 
feed, the whales would seek out dense 
patches of zooplankton and “go back 
and forth like they’re mowing the lawn”.

The change in calving intervals was a 
sign that conditions in the Antarctic and 
sub-Antarctic were not as good as they 
once were, he said.

“Anthropogenic climate disruption affects 
everything … It’s just another message, 
if people choose to pay attention to it, 
that we’ve got to do something about 
this.”

Full story: https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2026/feb/11/climate-crisis-
southern-right-whale-birth-rates 
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Household water use is at its highest in 
summer, rising by up to 25% compared 
to winter.

This puts extra demand on our water 
storages, which have been impacted by 
a record-breaking dry period in the 
Barwon catchment, with Geelong 
storages ending 2025 at a 16-year low.

The six reservoirs that make up 
Geelong’s system had a combined 
capacity of just 47.2% at the end of 
December. This is the lowest level at this 
time of year since 2009, when Geelong 
was in the grip of the Millenium Drought 
and battling severe water restrictions.

The long-running dry period has 
impacted catchments on both the 
Moorabool and Barwon rivers, and we’ve 
seen the lowest rainfall over a two-year 
period this century recorded at 3 key 
catchment areas – Bostock, West 
Barwon and Wurdee Boluc – across 
2024 and 2025.

Our Geelong storages are currently at 
41%.

A range of other water-saving programs 
and smart initiatives, including an uplift 
in the use of recycled water, are easing 
demand for drinking water supplies.

You can read more in our Annual Water 
Outlook which details how storages in 
our different water supply systems are 
tracking and how they handle various 
climate conditions.

Everyone has a role to play in saving 
water. Using water wisely in and around 
our homes plays an important role in 
helping conserve water supplies.

Small water-saving actions all add up. 
Simple things like shorter showers, 
turning off taps while brushing teeth, and 
watering the garden in the cool of the 
day, can help save water.

Permanent Water Saving Rules are in 
place across Victoria, to help us use 
water wisely outdoors. They include:

•	 only running sprinklers and watering 
systems between 6pm and 10am

•	 any hand-held hoses must be 

leak-free and fitted with a trigger 
nozzle

•	 cleaning hard surfaces, such as 
driveways and decks, with a broom 
instead of a hose

•	 fountains and water features must 
recirculate water.

Please note, these rules are not 
applicable during an emergency such as 
the protection of people or property 
during a bushfire.

We also have a range of rebates and 
grants available for residential and 
business customers to help save water, 
including the new WaterSmart Home 
and Garden Rebate for residential 
customers.

From our 4-minute shower songs playlist 
through to grants, rebates, tips and 
guides, there are many ways you can 
save water and help secure your 
community’s supplies.

Be a WaterSmart business 
and save money
We have rebates available to help local 
businesses improve water-efficiency and 
save money on their bills.

If you need to update an old commercial 
dishwasher, single flush toilet cistern, or 
purchase a pressure washer to help with 
cleaning, it’s worth checking the list of 
water efficient products your business 
can claim a rebate for.

Eligible business owners can access 
rebates of up to $1,500 to install water 
efficient products or replace inefficient 
fixtures and fittings to save water and 
save money on water bills.

Schools Ready For New 
Anaphylaxis Treatments For 
Students
The Victorian Government announced two new anaphylaxis 
treatment options will soon be available, including Australia’s 
first needle-free adrenaline nasal spray, giving families and 
schools more choice when managing severe allergic reactions.

Anaphylaxis is a severe, rapid and potentially life-threatening 
allergic reaction that requires immediate emergency treatment 
with adrenaline and can be triggered by insect stings and 
foods such as nuts, dairy and seafood.

Currently, two injection-based adrenaline treatment options, 
Epipen and Anapen, are available in Victoria.

From 2026, two additional treatment options will be introduced 
- the Neffy adrenaline nasal spray device and the Jext 
adrenaline autoinjector, expanding the range of life-saving 
treatments available to families and schools.

Families wanting to learn more about the new anaphylaxis 
treatment options, including when they’ll be available, should 
speak to their GP or visit the Allergy and Anaphylaxis Australia 
website.

To learn more about the anaphylaxis policy in schools, go to 
education.vic.gov.au/pal/anaphylaxis/policy.
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Next Production Coffee Meeting Sat 28 February
9am @ La Hoot All Welcome - come enjoy a coffee!

This week’s Edition 
Editor Judy Cameron

© Winchelsea Star Org. Inc. All rights reserved 
Winchelsea Star Organisation Inc. 
Reg. No. A0053999F ABN 75 941 529 279 
winchelseastar.org.au PO Box 5 Winchelsea 3241 

Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Winchelsea Star or 
Committee. The Winchelsea Star reserves the right to edit or not publish 
any article.
Vectors Freepik.com

Winchelsea Star 
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

email editor@winchelseastar.org.au or 
leave a note at Winchelsea IGA

FREE
 COMMUNITY 

NOTICES

WINCHELSEA LIONS CLUB
Large bags of pine cones for fire pits $5

Contact Ray 0406 371 239_______________________

FOR SALE
Ram for sale . $370.00 OBO.
Contact Trevor 0410 165 346 

_______________________

THE OP SHOP
 The Op Shot cannot accept donations of 
these articles at the moment; DVDs, 
CDs, books, hiking bags, backpacks, 
duffle bags, suitcases, and cases. _______________________

DIAMOND DOT DAY 
Resumes on 7 February 
Senior Citizens Centre, Winchelsea  
10 till 4 $5 entry, $10 includes lunch 
More info ph Tracey 0427500649

FOR SALE
Books – best offer in return for a donation 
to the Wurdale CFA will be the new 
owners! 
Making Your Home Sustainable – A 
Guide to Retrofitting 
The Ecological House – Sustainable 
Architecture Around the World 
Earth Builder’s Companion, compiled by 
John and Gerry Archer 
Dirt Cheap – The Mud Brick Book by 
John and Gerry Archer 
Build Your House of Earth – G.F 
Middleton

For larger land holders: 
The Complete Book of Self-Sufficiency 
– John Seymour 
160 Alternative Farming Enterprises & 
Ideas – Greg Cahill

Contact Judy on 5288 7005 for more 
information

WINCHELSEA TENNIS CLUB
JUNIOR COACHING 

Mon 3.30pm 
with experienced Nicole Mullen $10 _______________________

WINCHELSEA PICKLEBALL
The Tennis Club runs Pickleball 
Wednesdays 7pm at  
the Winchelsea Leisure Time Centre! 
$5 All equipment supplied 
Wear suitable footwear
Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197_______________________

1ST MODEWARRE SCOUT GROUP
We have exciting programs for Joeys, 
Cubs & Scouts this year. We have a few 
vacancies at Joey & Cub levels, and 
plenty of room at Scouts. 
Group Leader Marie McPadden  
0409 330 147

production
Editors: Cerrie Forgan, Yvonne Stevens, Judy Cameron
Advertising: Sasha Gauntlett, Neil McInnes
Design: Susan Corby, Tony Phelps
Printed by: Cromwell Forgansen, 

Winchelsea Community House
Website by: Winch Websites

committee
President: president@winchelseastar.org.au

Neil McInnes

Treasurer: treasurer@winchelseastar.org.au 
Cathy Cheadle

Secretary: secretary@winchelseastar.org.au 
Tony Phelps

Members: Mick O’Mara, Linda Carter, Susan Corby
Sasha Gauntlett, Judy Cameron,  
Yvonne Stevens, Cerrie Forgan

send your stories
news@winchelseastar.org.au

LOCAL NEWS and ARTICLES
WELCOME

Email news@winchelseastar.org.au
or leave hard copy at IGA supermarket

News Deadline 
5pm Fridays

4pm Sundays - hard copy left at IGA
6pm Sundays - sports results and 

weekend events

EDITOR 5273 0295  
Leave a message

ADVERTISING 5273 0294
advertising@winchelseastar.org.au

free online subscription
www.winchelseastar.org.au 

facebook.com/TheWinchelseaStar
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Alternatively, re
gister by email to 

communications@ccma.vic.gov.au
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What’s On

What’s on Weekly

MONDAY-FRIDAY
WINCHELSEA 

COMMUNITY HOUSE 
9am-2pm, 28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA 
TOY LIBRARY

9am-2pm (03) 5267 2028
Winch Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

MONDAY-SATURDAY
WINCHELSEA HEALTH CLUB 

Accessible - 24 hours
Eastern Reserve, 70 Hopkins St

5267 2336

MONDAY
SURF COAST SHIRE

FIRE DANGER PERIOD
24/11/2025 - 01/05/2026

CO-WORKING 
& STUDYING SPACE

Mon and Thurs 9am-2pm $10
Winchelsea Community House 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

MAINLY MUSIC
10-11am (school terms)
Interactive Music 0-4yrs 

St Thomas’ 25 Barwon Tce 0407838256

WINCHELSEA 
GIRL GUIDES

 4.30pm-6pm (School term)
St John’s, Mercer /Harding St 

Yvonne Orchard 0448 672 630  
Lily Dell Rennie 0428 936 441

1ST MODDAWARRE SCOUT GROUP
Cub Scouts 6:30-8pm (school term)
Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd,

Marie McPadden 0409330147

VINYASA YOGA
7pm $25 Winchelsea Shire Hall, 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

TUESDAY

 
Senior Citizens Centre, 

36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Elaine Atkinson 0458 009 616

1ST MODDAWARRE SCOUT GROUP
Joeys 5-6pm (School Term)

Scouts 6:30-8:30pm (School Term)
Marie Mcpadden 0409330147

WEDNESDAY
WINCHELSEA ZUMBA DANCE

Combined Zumba Fitness and Gold class. 
6:30-7:30pm @The Globe Theatre. 
Simone Dunmore: 0468 375 036 

WINCHELSEA MEN’S SHED
9.30am 51 Hesse St, Winchelsea

Ray Atkinson 0407839139 
winchmenshed@gmail.com

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE
Wednesdays 1- 3.00 pm

36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263

jeanshinners@gmail.com

MOTHER GOOSE SONG & RHYME
2pm (School term) FREE 

Winchelsea Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Wednesday 1-4:pm, Friday 10am-3pm

Hesse St, Winchelsea 

STITCH IT, DON’T DITCH IT!
2-4pm Wednesdays 

Winch Community House, Hesse St
SEWING MACHINE & OVERLOCKER

AVAILABLE 
Gold Coin donation

KIDS ART & CRAFT SESSIONS
4-4.45pm fortnightly Age 5+
$15 per session or $60 term

Winchelsea Community House
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea 5267 2028

MEL’S DANCE CENTRAL 
Afternoons/evenings Pre-school - teens 

Winch Senior Citizens Club
www.melsdancecentral.com.au

CWA WINCHELSEA 
7-8.30pm 2nd Wed monthly
Senior Citizens, Harding St 
winchelsea.cwa@gmail.com

SES WINCHELSEA 
7.30pm 132500

323 Mousley Dr, Winchelsea

GROWING WINCHELSEA 
Winchelsea Railway Station 

Wednesday 25 February, 
6.30pm – 7.30pm. 

THURSDAY
CHAT WITH YOUR COUNCILLOR
10am-12pm First Thursday of month
Winchelsea Shire Hall 28 Hesse St, 

COWORKING & STUDYING SPACE
9am-2pm $10 5267 2028

Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP
10am-12pm (School term) $5

St Thomas Hall, 27 Barwon Tce
winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA PICKLEBALL
10-11.30am 

Leisure Time Centre, Gosney St
Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197

WINCHELSEA KNITTING GROUP
10.30am-12pm FREE

Winchelsea Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

(03) 5267 2028 (03) 5267 2028

MAT PILATES 
6.45pm $25 Winchelsea Shire Hall, 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA MOVIE CLUB
7.30 (3rd Thurs each month) 

Globe Theatre, Main St, Winchelsea
growingwinchelsea.com/project/

winchelsea-movie-club/

FRIDAY
TAI CHI 

9am-10am $10 5267 2028
Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St
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What’s On
This is a recurring calendar. Please confirm event details 

with the organiser/venue if you’d like to attend. 
To add an event to the calendar, 

please email news@winchelseastar.org.au
February2026

COMMUNITY FOODBANK
12-2pm 30 Hesse St, Winchelsea

0417 848 292

PHONICS WITH ROBOT REG 
10.30am (1–3 yrs) 11.30am (3–5 yrs)

(School terms) 
www.robotreg.com.au/pages/shae

CHATTY CAFÉ

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Friday’s 

10.30am – 12.30pm 

 

 

“Sip, Chat, Share, Care” 

In the Winchelsea Shire Hall. Everyone 
Welcome, Gold coin donation. 

We’re still here in the school holidays! 

 

10.30am-12.30pm, Gold Coin Donation
Winch Shire Hall, 28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

5267 2028

WINCHELSEA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Friday 10am-3pm

Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA SENIOR CITIZENS
Fridays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm

36 Harding Street, Winchelsea
Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263

jeanshinners@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA RSL
Winchelsea Men’s Shed,  

Hesse St, Winchelsea
David Loone 0488 165 109

GEELONG REGIONAL LIBRARY 
(MOBILE) 2-5pm 

Old Shire Hall, 28 Hesse Street
0408384331 (During scheduled stops)

SATURDAY
PARKRUN
8am Trebeck Reserve
Sussex St, Winchelsea 

www.parkrun.com.au/trebeckreserve/

DIAMOND DOT DAY 
Resumes 7 February

Senior Citizens Centre, 
 36 Harding Street Winchelsea 

10 till 4 $5 entry, $10 includes lunch
Tracey 0427500649

WINCHELSEA LIONS CLUB 
IGA BBQs 

9 -12pm first Sat of month outside IGA. 
Proceeds to IGA Community Chest. 

WINCHELSEA LAND 
AND RIVERCARE

Citizen Scientists Working Bee
First Saturday of the month 9am 

Meet at Guye Reserve, Barwon Terrace  
Rod Atone 0428 549318 

Stewart Mathison 0428 672054 
WINCHELSEA STAR 

PRODUCTION/COFFEE MEETING 
9-11am (Last Sat monthly)
La Hoot Cafe, Main Street

www.winchelseastar.org.au 

WINCHELSEA CROCHET GROUP
1.30pm Every 2nd Saturday $5

Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St, 
Vee 0467 219 227

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST  
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass 6pm each week

Harding St, Winchelsea 0404598558

WINCHELSEA COMMUNITY DINNER 
6.30pm last Sat monthly, except Nov/Dec

Hall, Harding St Winchelsea
Bring plate & gold coin donation if you can

SUNDAY

WINCHELSEA COMMUNITY MARKET
9-1pm, 1st Sunday monthly 

CWA FUNDRAISER 1 FEB MARKET
Shire Hall car park, Main St Winch
growingwinchelsea.com/project/
winchelsea-community-market/

WINCHELSEA UNITING CHURCH  
Service 9.30am each week

Hesse St, Winchelsea 0475 777 301  
uca.winchelsea@gmail.com

ST THOMAS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
10am each week 

Barwon Tce, Winchelsea 
0477 672 042, 

stthomaswac@gmail.com

 

All money raised used 
for local community 

4224 0226 

PAPER  
RECYCLING 

Paper depot rear of  
Senior Citizens 

Rooms 
Harding Street 
NEWSPAPERS 
MAGAZINES 

PHONE BOOKS 
 
 

 

 

 

Fun, Interactive music sessions for             
pre-school children (0-4 y.o.) and    

parents/caregivers 

 When: Mondays from 10 to 11 am                                                                                                 
(runs during school terms)                          

Where: St Thomas’ Hall                                   
25 Barwon Tce.                                                  

To Enquire ring:    0407838256 
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Winchelsea Churches
Winchelsea Uniting Church  

0475 777 301 
uca.winchelsea@gmail.com 
Hesse St, Winchelsea 3241
Services 9.30am Sundays

St John the Baptist Catholic Church 
0404 598 558 

Father Joseph Panackal  
Harding St, Winchelsea 3241 

Mass @ 6pm Sat. Jan. 17, 24, 31

St Thomas’ Anglican Church  
0448 687 588 

Rev Christopher Duff 
Barwon Tce, Winchelsea 
Service 10am Sundays

Thought of the Week 
“Being righteous does not mean a life without struggles. 

The faithful still face setbacks, but they keep rising, 
because their strength comes from trusting God. 

Each fall becomes a chance to grow, 
learn, and lean more on God. In contrast 
those without that foundation are easily 

overwhelmed when trouble comes 
and struggle to recover.”

Have a Blessed week. 
John Bader (Christian Pastoral Carer)
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Catholic Parish Of 
Meredith Mass 
Times –March 2026
Winchelsea - St. John the Baptist  
@ 6pm Sat. MAR. 7, 14, 21, 28

Meredith – St. Joseph  
@ 9am MAR. 8, 22

Bannockburn – St. Mary MacKillop  
@ 11am Sun. MAR. 1, 8, 15, 22,29

Inverleigh – Sacred Heart –  
@ 4pm Sun. MAR. 15

Barrabool Hills Uniting Church is 
holding a Jumble Sale on Saturday 
21st March, 2-4pm. Our aim is to raise 
funds for the restoration of our Church. 
The Barrabool Uniting Church has 
been here for 167 years, beginning as 
a Presbyterian Kirk, and once the 
stonework is repaired will be here for 
another 167 years. It is a huge part of 
Geelong’s church history.

We have paid for a new slate roof and 
the next step is to replace much of the 
Barrabool Stone which has flaked 
away over the years and is now in dire 
need of massive repairs. So our 
attempts will be infinitesimal in the 
scheme of things, as we will only make 
a few hundred at a time, if that,  but 
‘look after the cents and the dollars 
look after themselves’!

Dennis Waterfall 
Celebration of Life

Barrabool Hills Uniting Church 
Jumble Sale

Inverleigh 
CWA
Inverleigh CWA are a short 15min 
drive from Winchelsea. Our current 
members are aged 30-90. We are 
a social group and do a variety of 
activities. 

We meet monthly last Wednesday 
of the month 7:30pm at the 
Inverleigh Presbyterian Church Hall 
(next to the primary school).
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M & L DRAYTON 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
REG No 24356 C/A No C02594 

 
 Domestic and Rural Plumbing 

 Roofing 

 Sewerage & Septic 

 LPG & Natural Gas Connections 

 Motorised Drain Cleaning 

 Backhoe Hire 

Phone Mark 5288 7244 
PO BOX 98 WINCHELSEA 3241 

Mobile 0428 520 142 

Building and Construction
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WINCHELSEA MEN’S SHED
For the Community

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Every Wednesday from 9.30am
51 Hesse Street, Winchelsea

KINDLING/OFFCUTS $7.00 bag
Pickup Wednesdays 9.30-2.30

For delivery, call Bill 0438 083 373

NESTING BOXES Birds/animals

NEED A JOB DONE? 
Woodworking, Furniture Repairs  

Call in Wednesdays to order

Ray Atkinson (Co-ordinator) 
0407839139 

winchmenshed@gmail.com

Winchelsea
Community 
Foodbank

Fridays, 12 - 2PM
30-32 Hesse Street Winchelsea

For more info, contact Tess
healthpromotion@hesse.vic.gov.au

0417 848 292

All welcome
No eligibility requirements
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ACCOUNTANT 
STS Accounting   5267 2673 
AGRICULTURAL 
Southern Grain  5267 2351 
ANTIQUES 
Antique Repairs  0428 672 704 
AUTOMOTIVES 
SJR Automotive  0423 413 829 
Winchelsea Auto  5267 3001 
BANK 
Bendigo Bank  5267 3189 
BUILDERS 
Alford Built  0408 583 362 
Lupton Builders  0438 840 104 
MGT Building  0409 433 687  
CAFE 
Café La Hoot  0407 528 999 
CHIROPRACTOR 
One Body   5267 2240 
CHURCHES 
Anglican  0477 672 042 
Catholic   0404 598 558 
Uniting    0475 777 301 
CLUBS 
Girl Guides  0448 672 630 
Golf   5267 2660 
Lions   4224 0226 
Movie    0409 672 054 
Probus   0417 467 927 
Scouts   0409 330 147 
COMMUNITY 
Community House 5267 2028 
Foodbank  0417 848 292 
Mainly Music  0407 838 256 
Men’s Shed  0407 839 139 
Playgroup  0432 019 944 
RSL   0488 165 109 
Senior Citizens  0427 672 263 
Toy Library  5267 2028 

CONCRETERS 
AMA Concreting  0411 871 950 
Vince Concreter  0412 840 704 
Winchelsea Concreting     0438 235 237 
 

DANCE 
Mel’s Dance  0400 874 338 
 

DENTAL 
Winchelsea Dental 5267 2071 
 

ELECTRICIAN 
Green Lead Electrical 0467 097 101 
 

EMERGENCY 
Police   5267 2025 
SES   132 500 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
COPACC  5232 9418 
 

EXCAVATORS 
DownRyte Excavations 0409 447 288 
Trenches & Holes  0427 672 945
 

FENCING 
Direct Temporary  0417 310 800 
 
 

FRAMER 
R&K Creative Framing 5267 2192 
FUNERAL 
Tuckers Funeral  5221 4788 
FURNITURE 
Worpel Custom   0439 013 145 
GYM 
Sunny Gym  0401 417 387 
HEALTH SERVICES 
Hesse Rural Health 5257 1200 
Winchelsea Medical 5292 8028 
HIRE 
Colac Hire  5232 1177 
Tip Truck Hire  0412 840 704 
LAWYER 
Wightons Lawyers 5221 8777 
MOWERS 
All About Mowers 5267 2266 

NURSERIES 
Oz Trees Nursery 5233 6280 
 

OSTEOPATHICS 
Dr Kale Mazurek  0417 114 617 
Winchelsea Osteo 5267 2948 
 

PAINTER 
South-West Painting  0431 719 218 
 

PLUMBERS 
M&L Drayton   0428 520 142 
M&B Wood   0418 319 357 
Simco Plumbing  0400 643 976 
 

QUARRIES 
RAK Davis & Sons 5267 2094 
 

REAL ESTATE 
Charles Stewart  5231 5400 
HF Richardson  5229 8017 
 

SCHOOL 
Primary School  5267 2134 
 

SHIRE 
Surfcoast Shire  5261 0600 
 

SPORTS  
Park Run   0408 102 802 
Pickleball  0438 672 197 
 

STEELWORK 
MRP Steelworx  0418 672 234 
 

STORAGE 
Storage King  5267 3116 
 

SUPERMARKET 
IGA   5267 2676 
 

TAXIS 
Surfcoast Taxi  0408 325 992 
Winchelsea Taxi  0429 672 888 
 

VET 
Colac Vet  5232 1792 
Moriac Vet  0447 781 089 
 

WATER 
Water Supply Specialists 5231 1861 
Wazza’s Water Cartage 0428 877 260 
 

PHONE DIRECTORY

122563
2256363

256Call Wazza 
Mob: 0428 877 260
Email: wazza@wazzas.com.au    Web: wazzaswater.com

Water Delivery

WAZZA’S
WATER CARTAGE

Stainless Tanker Up to 22,000 ltr loads
Barwon Water Registered

Domestic & Rural Water Supplies

By Doug Burns est. 1976 
 All Furniture 
 French polishing 
 Carving 
 Veneering 
 Wood Turning 
 Porcelain 

 
 

Unusual Requests Welcome 
 

180 Barwon Terrace, Winchelsea 
 

0428 672 704 

Antique Repairs 

0448 687 588



Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025     25  Winchelsea Star 17 February 2026     25  

VLINE TRAIN SERVICES
TO MELBOURNE:
Mon - Fri 	 06.41 (coach) 08.07  11.10
                     14.04  16.58  19.21
Sat - Sun 	 08.27  10.27  14.04  16.58
                     19.17
TO WARRNAMBOOL:
Mon - Fri 	 08.58  11.51  14.46  17.28
                     (coach)  18.42  20.52
Sat - Sun      09.44  11.41  14.46  18.38
                     20.38

SURF COAST 
MOBILE LIBRARY

Cnr Princes Highway & Hesse St, 
Fridays, 2pm-5pm 

Parked in Hesse Street 
(outside Shire Hall)  

Fridays 2:00 and 5:00pm 
unless it is a Public Holiday.

WINCHELSEA GIRL GUIDES
All girls 6yrs-15yrs Welcome!

Mondays 4.30pm-6pm (school terms)
Catholic Church Hall, Harding St Winchelsea

Fun, friendship, and adventure. Teamwork, 
leadership skills, achieve goals, improve 

communities and grow in confidence.
3 FREE sessions to come along and try.

Yvonne 0448 672 630 or 
Lily 0428 936 441

COUNTRY 
WOMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION 

7pm second Wednesday of month  
Winchelsea Senior Citizens’ Hall 
36 Harding Street Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP
Every second Thursday 10am-12pm 

St Thomas Anglican Church Hall 
cnr Barwon Tce and Hopkins St, 

Winchelsea 
Contact: Danni Menzies 0432019944  

winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com 
Facebook - Winchelsea Playgroup 2019 

New families welcome

1ST MODDAWARRE  
SCOUT GROUP

Modewarre Hall
Joeys 5-8yo 5-6pm (school term)

Scouts 11-14yo 6:30-8:30pm (school term)
Venturers -15-18yo are hosted by 

Torquay or Highton Units
Contact: Marie McPadden 0409330147

Winchelsea and District  
COMBINED 

PROBUS CLUB 
st Mondae month at 10am.  Senior Citizens Rooms,  

New members always welcome. 
Enquiries Lorraine 0417 467 927

WINCHELSEA TRANSFER STATION
55 Cressy Road, Winchelsea
Tuesday 	 2pm-4pm	
Saturday 	 1.30-3.30pm
Thursday 	 2pm-4pm	
Sunday 	 9.30-12.30pm

Closed Christmas Day,  
but open on other public holidays.

www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/disposalsites

Services & Activities In Winchelsea

Anj Batson
8 February 2016 · 

Share

Community
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- BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE 

- TIMBER VANITIES 

- BARNDOORS 

- KITCHEN, BATHROOM & WARDROBE JOINERY 

- REPAIRS & RESTORATION 

0439013145 
wwoorrppeellssaamm@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm..aauu    

25A Alsop Drive Winchelsea 
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Stitch It 
Don’t Ditch It
Winch House Craft Group 

Sewing machines are available for use in 
The Star Room at Winch House, we 
have two sewing machines and an 
overlocker available. 

If you don’t have a machine or an 
overlocker or if it’s just too much trouble 
setting yours up at home come along on 
a Wednesday (school term) from 9.30am 
to 4pm and use the communities. 

There are also large tables ideal for 
spreading out if you need to cut out a 
pattern or pin a quilt.

If this time doesn’t suit ring the reception 
at Winch House (5267 2028) to make 
different arrangements.

This week the side seam was repaired 
on a well loved pair of work jeans saving 
the owner the discomfort of wearing in a 
new pair! 
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 Winchelsea Taxis is now Surfcoast Taxis 
Our fleet of vehicles are growing to all late models and we are covering  

an extended area including Winchelsea, Colac, Bannockburn, Inverleigh,  
Great Ocean Road and Geelong. 

We have a fleet of 10 seater Maxi Vans, all with capacity to carry wheelchairs. 
 

Surfcoast Taxis Pty Ltd 
All Bookings: 0408 325 992 
Fax: 5267 2699 
Email: bannotaxis@gmail.com 
(Admin or Stan 0429 672 888) 
66A Batson Street 
Winchelsea 3241 

 

Accounts NDIS provider. TAC, DVA etc 
 
NDIS provider number 4050001044 
NDIS provider number 4050001048 

 

 E s t .  1 9 7 7

Leig h  L u p t o n
0 4 3 8  8 4 0  1 0 4

C h r i s  L u p t o n
0 4 0 7  6 8 1  5 1 4
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NATURAL GAS 
CONNECTIONS 
 
M. & L DRAYTON 
PLUMBING SERVICES 
 

YOUR LOCAL LICENSED 
PLUMBERS (24356) 
GAS FITTERS 
GAS CONVERTERS 
CARBON MONOXIDE TESTING 
 

MARK 0428 520 142 

• Switch board & lighting upgrades
• Outdoor lighting
• Electrical safety checks
• Energy efficient LED lighting
• Ceiling sweep fans & ventilation
• Energy saving advice 

greenlead@outlook.com

Phone Martin Wilkinson:

0467 097 101

11
32

26
8-

C
G

18
-1

4

Servicing Geelong &
the Surf Coast

Specialising in all residential 
electrical work including:  
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Winchelsea Golf Club
Rachel Boddington

45 Anderson Street, Winchelsea 3241 Tel 5267 2660 winchelseagolf.com.au
Sport & Exercise

Winchelsea Golf Club
 · 29 March

Like Comment Share

Write a comment…

 

Winchelsea Tennis Club
Fletcher Allen

Winchelsea Tennis Club 21 Armytage St Winchelsea
https://www.facebook.com/groups/770786371589798

Established in 1985, this small club 
includes:
•	 2 Synthetic Grass Courts
•	 2 Concrete Hard Courts
•	 Clubroom Facility
•	 Newly developed Playground for the 

kids!

Courts are always available to have a hit 
on - so come down to Hesse St Reserve! 
For updates to the Club and competitions, 
information will be on this page and our 
Facebook page.

Results 11/2/26 - Mid Week/
Weekly Stableford
18 Players. 
1st - Lachie Murphy (12) 34 points C/B 
2nd - Neil Hickman (11) 34 points C/B 
BDL - Peter Bath (26) 34 points C/B 
BDL - Bill Spencer (14) 34 points C/B 
BDL - Max Bubb (13) 33 points C/B 
NTP (2nd/11th) - Peter Bath

————————————

Ladies results, Stroke, First 
Round Championships
Winner: Robyn Vesey 94-23-94 
R/Up: Tara Steward 90-16-74 
NTP: Tara Steward 
After first round Tara is ahead by 4 
shots. 
Good luck to all for Round 2

Results Saturday 14/2/26 - 
1st Round Club 
Championship & Stoke 
competition
27 Players. 
1st - Max Bubb - 66 (13) 
2nd - Tom Shaw - 67 (16) C/B 
3rd - Denis Chappell - 67 (17) C/B 
BDL - Greg Batson - 69 (27) 
BDL - Stephen Cole - 70 (12) 
BDL - Brent Kahle - 71 (6) 
BDL - Don Cuttler - 72 (14) 
NTP (6th/15th) - Jake Dowsett 
Golden Hole (11th) - Tara Steward

Welcome to Jake and well done for 
winning Nearest to the Pin on your first 
competition day at WCG!

Men’s Club Championships 
leaderboard after 1st round:
1st - Brent Kahle - 77 
2nd - Max Bubb - 79 
3rd - Stephen Cole - 82

————————————

Coming up:
Wednesday 18th February - Weekly 
Stableford & Ladies second round of 
Club Championships

Saturday 21st February - Second 
Round Club Championships

Next Saturday - 21st of February - We 
will be holding a Memorial for Dennis 
Waterfall. Everyone is welcome to come 
and celebrate the a life a man who 
never failed to put a smile on our faces. 
Join us at the club house from 4pm 
onwards. Nibbles provided.

Saturday Superstars – 
Round 13: Valentine’s Day 
Edition
Love was in the air… and so was 
competition! Let’s see how our two 
special teams went.

Section 7 Mixed
Down in Clifton Springs, Jo’s husband 
made his Valentine’s Day debut — how 
romantic! The team had a tough day, 
but there was plenty of fight.

Jo & Andrew battled hard but fell 5-7, 
before Josh & Dale spread the love with 
a 6-3 win. 

The ladies went down 2-6 and the men 
were donuted 0-6. 

Dale & Andrew fell 1-6, but Josh & Jo 
finished strong with a 6-2 win.

Final Score: 2 sets to 4, 20 games to 30

MVP: Jo! Fighting for every game in 
every set — back-to-back MVPs!

Section 1 Mixed
Our underdogs were chasing a third 
straight win against Surfcoast — could 
love conquer all?

Fletcher & Emily fought back from 0-3 to 
4-4 before going down 4-6, while Matt & 
Ange secured a smooth 6-3 win. 

Emily & Ange were strong in the ladies 
6-3, Matt & Fletch also got the clutch 
win 6-4. 

Emily & Matt had another close one 
losing 4-6, before Fletcher & Ange 
sealed the day with a 6-4 win after a 4-4 
comeback battle.

Final Score: 4 sets to 2, 32 games to 25

MVP: Ange! Winning all three sets with 
pure class and composure
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CARTAGE 
CONTRACTORS 

� WINCHELSEA � 
SUPPLIER OF ALL QUARRY MATERIALS, TRUCK HIRE 

CARTAGE OF GRAIN, LIME, GYPSUM & SUPER 

LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SUPPLIES 

56 WILLIS ST, WINCHELSEA 

Ph - 5267 2094 
Ryan - 0438 672 281 
email: rakdavissons@gmail.com

... for a life worth celebrating

PH: 5221 4788    
   www.tuckers.com.au

 AFDA Member

Generations of Care 
and Compassion.

By appointment only

22 Willis Street, Winchelsea
ph. 5221 8777

www.wightons.com.au

Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Debt Collection
Property Law

Wills & Estates
Powers of Attorney

Business Law
Family LawFamily Law

SIMPLE STORAGE SOLUTIONS

YOUR STORAGE PROBLEMS SOLVED

• Personal & Business Storage

• Boat, Caravan & Vehicle Storage

• High Security Premises

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Electric Gate Access

• 7 Day Access & CCTV

5267 3116
6 ALSOP DRIVE, WINCHELSEA 3241

Located at 36 Main Street, Winchelsea 3241

Our clinic accepts online bookings via the app called HotDoc.
Download the app on the App Store or Google Play or head to our website.

For any enquires or bookings please contact the clinic on 5292 8028.
Or visit our website: www.winchmc.com.au

Opening Hours:

Monday - Friday    8:00am - 5.00pm

(Monday Evening Clinics available and selected Saturdays) 
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Winchelsea Bowls Club welcomes all visitors  Our Club has a beautiful garden setting in the heart of the town. 
For the complete newcomer to lawn bowls, looking for a sporting activity that promises much fun and enjoyment 
with a competitive element, then the friendly, welcoming atmosphere of our Bowling Club is be the place to be

 

Winchelsea Bowls Club
Julie Johnson

45 Hesse Street, Winchelsea, VIC (03) 5267 2241 winchelsea.bowls.com.au

Sport & Exercise

Julie Johnson

The finals commenced on Tuesday 
10th February with quite warm weather 
and not too much wind, however 
Saturday 14th was cooler with stronger 
blustery winds. As has been the custom 
all season a good turn out at practice 
on Thursday and great support for 
those playing on Saturday.

MIDWEEK RESULTS
Division 1 Winchelsea were def by 
Camperdown Magpies at Cressy, 
winning 1/3 rinks 67 shots to 75 shots. 
On Tuesday the 17th they will play 
Colac City in the Preliminary Final 
under the dome at Colac Lake from 
approximately 1.00-1-30 p.m. start. All 
Midweek finals have been set for under 
the Dome as the Corangamite 
Competitions Committee do not want to 
risk an uncompleted match due to heat 
or rain. Current weather forecast 
around 35 degrees with showers and 
thunderstorms particularly in the 
afternoon. Obviously, if it ends up a 
Total Fire Ban matches will be played 
the following week.

Division 3 Winchelsea def Colac City 
winning all rinks, 70 shots to 54 shots. 

Congratulations and through to the 
Grand Final on the 24th February.

SATURDAY PENNANT
Division 1 A Winchelsea def Colac City 
under Dome winning 2/4 rinks, 96 shots 
to 92 shots. Congratulations and 
through to the Grand Final on the 28th 
February.

Division 4 Winchelsea were def by 
Colac at Cressy, first loss for the year. 
They won 2/3 rinks, 61 shots to 65 
shots. Next week will play in the 
Preliminary Final at a venue to be 
decided.

Division 5 Winchelsea were def by 
Colac at Colac Central 30 shots to 41 
shots. A wonderful season by primarily 
first year bowlers, well done everyone!

AROUND THE GREEN
The attendance at our Barefoot Bowls 
once again on Friday night was around 
200. These are proving to be very 
successful with many having a go on 
the green and others just enjoying the 
entertainment, food and a beverage. 
Hopefully more good weather for this 

coming Friday, all welcome.

Club events are slowly but surely being 
completed with many mixed pairs 
matches on the go at the moment.

During the week the Colac Invitation 4’s 
Tournament was played with one team 
entering from Winchelsea. This is a 
fairly large and popular Tournament 
with 28 teams always attending from as 
far away as the Bellarine Peninsular 
and Warrnambool. The Winchelsea 
team of Liz O’Brien, Angela Littler, Pat 
Lowrey and Helen Davie won all their 
games and were extremely worthy and 
excited winners. It was a great 
achievement which was well rewarded, 
so smiles all round after defeating 
Timboon, Belmont and Ocean Grove. 

Obviously the two teams playing in 
Preliminary Finals this week know it is 
go hard or go home. Everyone will be 
giving their all, however if the bowls are 
with us, a little bit of luck won’t hurt 
either!! 

GO BLUES BOWLS

Liz O’Brien, Angela Littler, Pat Lowrey and Helen Davie
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Rokewood

Bannockburn

Winchelsea
Beeac

Acute Care*    
Urgent Care*

Residential Aged Care*

Communtiy Nursing
Dietetics
Physiotherapy
Occupational Therapy

Diabetes Education
Social Support Groups
Counselling
Home Care
Health Promotion 

www.hesseruralhealth.com.au   
P: (03) 5267 1200  E: reception@hesse.vic.gov.au

* services from Winchelsea only

Osteopathic Clinic
W   I   N   C   H   E   L   S   E   A

Back pain   •   Neck pain   •   Sporting injuries   •   Headaches   •   Shoulder pain   •   Sciatica
Ph: 5267 2948
34 Main Street, Winchelsea (within The Exchange)

Book online at: 
www.winchelseaosteopathicclinic.com.au
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parkrun 102____________________________
Saturday 14 February 2026 				      Trebeck Reserve, Winchelsea

www.parkrun.com.au

Sport & Exercise

DEFIBRILLATORS IN WINCHELSEA 
Accessible to the public 24 hours a day 

Winchelsea Lions Club has compiled a list 
of public access defibrillators in Winchelsea. 

If you know others, please contact Linda Carter 0439 817 263. 

•	 Ambulance Victoria 33 Willis Street
•	 Bendigo Bank 11 Main Street 
•	 Globe Theatre (Side entrance) 17 Willis Street
•	 Hesse Rural Health 8 Gosney Street 
•	 Men’s Shed 51 Hesse Street 
•	 Netball Courts Eastern Reserve Hopkins St
•	 Senior Citizens Club 36 Harding Street 
•	 Uniting Church 33 Hesse Street
•	 Winchelsea Bowls Club Hesse Street
•	 Winchelsea Golf Club 13 Anderson Street
•	 Winchelsea Primary School Main Street 
•	 Wurdale Memorial Hall 220 Wurdale Road 

32 participants completed the course through Trebeck Reserve  
this week on Valentines Day. 

We had visitors from Balyang Scantuary. The first seven finishers 
were all female. 

Seven people completed a personal best time for Trebeck 
Reserve. Congratulations to Chloe Hroberik, Ella Boyce, Alicia 
Boyce, Craig Boyce, Bronwyn Walker, Grace Morris and Sandra 
Dixon.

Eight volunteers made the event possible. Thanks to Liz Bennett, 
Dianna Vesey, Don Smith, Kate McInnes, Neil McInnes, Murray 
Bennett,  Ann Jones and Maureen Gunson. 

Full details of this week’s results can be found at 
trebeckreserveparkrun.com.au/results or check out our Facebook 
page for more photos.

If you wish to join us any Saturday morning as a walker, runner or 
volunteer please complete the simple online registration at 
parkrun.com.au/register, this is free, only needs to be done once 
and can be used at any of the 5,000 plus parkrun events 
worldwide.

To volunteer please send an email to trebeckreserve@parkrun.
com
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Winchelsea Football Netball Club Inc
Hopkins St, Winchelsea winchelseafnc@hotmail.com

Junior Netball
Shae Callahan

Winchelsea Blues
 · 9 September 2022

Like Comment Share

Write a comment…

11

Sport & Exercise
 

Under 10s
Our Under 10s are getting ready to 
start their new season and are 
approaching it with their usual 
enthusiasm. Building on what they 
learned in their first season and the 
improvement they showed last year, 
we are looking forward to watching 
these youngsters continue to develop.

Under 11s Pink (Junior)

Another big win on the board for 
Winch Pink, with confidence building 
every week. Up against a strong and 
evenly matched Armstrong Creek 
Sharks side, the girls dug deep, 
stayed composed and grew stronger 
each quarter. When it mattered most, 
Pink regrouped, lifted the intensity and 
found another gear in the final term.

A few quick tactical tweaks and a 
strategic move of shooting talent 
Chloe Nestor into the ring saw Pink 
surge ahead with a quick three-goal 
lead that set the tone for the finish.

Player of the Week – Coda 
Ainsworth

After a few tough weeks away 
following the aftermath of bushfires, 
Coda returned with heart, 
determination and strong shooting 
confidence. It was wonderful to see 
her back doing what she loves.

Defensively, Georgia Harper, Neave 
Tudball and Emilia Warren were 
relentless, applying pressure with 
strong hands and fierce intent at every 
contest. Harper McGregor also stood 
out with a series of well-timed 
intercepts. In attack, Sass Payne and 
Mila Gatti demonstrated excellent 
spatial awareness and drive, 
delivering smart feeds and constant 
movement.

With one more game before the winter 
competition begins, the team will be 
looking to finish the season strongly.

Under 11s Blue

Winch Blue faced a fast and highly 
skilled North Geelong side and rose to 
the challenge. After a shaky first 
quarter, the team reset and came 
back with purpose, eventually going 
down by just two goals in a 
performance they can be proud of.

Player of the Week – Evie Ryan

Calm under pressure and strong in 
defence, Evie made the goalers work 
for every possession.

The midcourt group of Grace Morris, 
Oakley Mathison, Alannah Calleja and 

Lilly Janes worked tirelessly to apply 
pressure and create turnovers. In the 
ring, Olivia Payne and Ruby Stocks 
combined well with clever passing and 
strong holds, even outscoring their 
opponents in the second quarter. 
Henry Wynhoven and Maddison Rowe 
also contributed strongly in defence, 
applying pressure and cleaning up 
loose balls when it counted.

It was a determined, team-focused 
performance full of effort and 
resilience.

Under 13s Pink (Junior)
Under 13s Pink finished the summer 
season with a fantastic win. The 
improvement across this team has 
been outstanding throughout the 
season. They worked cohesively, 
played a strong and competitive 
game, and showed how far they have 
come as a group.

Under 13s Blue (Senior)
The senior Under 13s played an 
exceptional game on Friday, taking on 
Bannockburn with only six players in a 
very physical contest and going down 
by just one goal. The effort through 
the midcourt was outstanding, while 
the goalers and defenders went the 
extra mile to support the team. Every 
player should be incredibly proud of 
their performance. Bring on the finals!

Under 15s
The Under 15s secured another 
strong win and have successfully 
made it through to finals. Having 
previously faced Bell Post Hill earlier 
in the season, their individual 
improvement and teamwork were 
clearly evident. The growth in 
confidence across the group has been 
impressive and well deserved as they 
head into the finals series.
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POSITION VACANT, 
W.F.N.C. CANTEEN 

The Winchelsea Football & Netball Club is looking for a 
Manager/s for the 2026 Season, to oversee our Canteen 

on home game days. This is a paid position.
9 Home Games ~ Rounds 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 11, 14, 16, & 18.
Rounds 2, 3, & potentially 4 will be Twilight games.
A roster will be in place for Footballers and Netballers, and 
Catering team to assist.
Preparing and operating Canteen duties will include:

•	 Knowledge and operation of a deep fryer and being familiar 
with the part it plays on game days is especially important.

•	 Foods include chips, dim sims, potato cakes, chiko rolls, 
chicken schnitzels.

•	 Assembling of ham/chicken salad rolls.
•	 Monitoring of pies, pasties and sausage rolls in a pie 

warmer.
•	 Hot dogs, steamed dim sims, gravy for chips and gravy, beef 

and gravy rolls.
•	 Chicken schnitzel burgers.

All ordering will be done with consultation, 
no front of house required, no money handling required. 

All interested enquiries  
Janet Fletcher 0400 783 408

Thank you to those who have responded. The advertisement 
will run for another 2 weeks and the an announcement will be 

made by the Winchelsea Blues 
at that time.

Welcome to this edition of Blue’s News as the summer rolls 
on and the Football & Netball season draws closer. 

JUNIOR REGISTRATION DAY:
What a great outcome in the continuation of the rebuild of 
Junior Football at the W.F.N.C. to see the success of the 
Football & Netball Registration Day, held last Sunday morning 
at Eastern Reserve. Well done to everyone concerned, Byron 
Mathison and his team are committed to this rebuild and are 
doing a wonderful job. Special thanks to the Petting Zoo and 
the Winchelsea Lion’s Club for supporting the morning so 
well. Great to see so many of the Senior playing list there to 
help out and Darcy Parish and family supporting as well.

150TH YEAR CELEBRATIONS:
SAVE THE DATE!! 

The Winchelsea Blue’s are excited to announce the weekend 
dates of JUNE 27TH & 28TH  for a big weekend of 
celebrations, there will be more on this as we get closer to the 
seasoning opening Round .

OPENING ROUND APRIL 11TH:
The opening Round will see the Winchelsea Blues host 
Werribee Centrals at Eastern Reserve – after the Senior 
Game the Winchelsea Football & Netball Club will be holding 
their SPEED SHEAR COMPETITION commencing at 6pm. 
Open and Intermediate categories are available - entry fees 
apply …. Intermediate $50, …. Open $60

FREE ADMISSION TO SPECTATORS!

 Another date to remember is the Club’s Season Launch on 
the 28th March … more details to follow.

The announcement of the Canteen Position’s successful 
applicant will be in next week’s Star.

We wish all our older Blue’s Community good health for the 
coming season so they can join in the 150th year 
Celebrations!

GO BLUES!!
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FITNESS AND MARTIAL ARTS

Sunny Gym offers small group
classes in personal training,
boxing and kung fu. 

IN WINCHELSEA

sunnygym.com.au
0401417387

15 Murrell Street, Winchelsea

For all your livestock, rural real estate and property
management needs, speak to the Charles Stewart team

5231 5400

Livestock
Peter McConachy 0408 522 878
Jamie McConachy 0418 522 879
Matthew Nelson 0428 315 400
Gerard Bohan 0400 005 541
Dougal McIntyre 0439 575 612

Property Management - 5231 5011
Sarah Higgs Nathan Gray Daniella De Rooy

Real Estate
Michael Stewart 0418 520 467
Peter McConachy 0408 522 878
Andrew Rice 0457 105 500
Josh Lamanna 0417 586 032
Daryl Oborne 0419 388 341
Anthony McDonald 0418 593 597

Get yours and your families health back naturally 
Empower yourselves for life-long health & wellness

Perform and play at your absolute best

Neurologically-Focused, Holistic Family 
Health Care

Here for your Vitality...03 52672240 21 Hesse St Winchelsea
www.onebodychiropractic.com.au


