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Shipping experienced
great growth here with ships
of this island travelling
to all ports of Europe.
Indicatively, in 1745, ten of the twelve ships

of the Greek community in distant Minorca
of the Balearic Islands came from here!

The island participated

According to the myth,
matricide Orestes, son of
Agamemnon and Clytemnestra,
found shelter here from the
Erinyes (Furies) and built
a temple for Artemis’.

of Independence in 1821
and is the second after
Spetses that raised the

Here is one of the most
important monasteries
of the Aegean Sea,
founded in 1088.

The Monastery of Saint John
the Theologian, founded by Saint
Christodoulos from Mount Latros.

Here is one of the few

monasteries in the Aegean
that had a merchant fleet.

The ships served the commercial transactions
of the Monastery of Saint John
the Theologian and the communication
with its branches in the Aegean.

On June 18, 1659, Francesco

Morosini pillaged this island.
He also bombarded the Acropolis
of Athens (September 26, 1687).

actively in the Greek War

banner of the Revolution.

The banner of the Revolution on the
island was raised by the Patmian Patriarch
of Alexandria, Theophilos Pankostas.

Chora, the main settlement
of the island, has developed
around the Monastery,
closely interdependent with it.
Today the houses and manors of
Chora, the numerous small churches,
the narrow streets and the arcades
compose the image of a distinct
picturesque settlement in the Aegean.

According to tradition,
Saint John the Theologian
wrote the fourth gospel and
the Book of Revelation here.

The beloved disciple of Jesus was exiled by the
Roman emperor Domitian (81-96 AD) in the
late Ist c. AD, probably in 95 AD and is said
to have lived in Patmos for about two years.
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A sacred
place

WHAT?

® The historic preserved settlement
of Chora with the Monastery of St John
the Theologian and the Cave of the
Apocalypse in Patmos.

WHERE?

® Regional Unit of Dodecanese,
South Aegean Region.

WHEN?

e Late 1st c. AD: the Book of Revelation
is written.

¢ 1088: establishment of the Monastery

of St John the Theologian.

'ﬁn‘

what do the fnbers say “ [
8.5acre 14,500 990 - ~6301 T - 150
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A I of St John the Theologian in the Archive of the Monastery (1827 1830’ = “ in the Monastery
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The monument was included
in the UNESCO World Heritage List
based on the following criteria:

BYZANTINE
m POST BYZANTINE

MODERN PERIOD

YEAR OF REGISTRATION:

criterion IV

The Monastery, together with
the Cave and the settlement
make an excellent example of
a traditional Greek Orthodox
pilgrimage centre of great
architectural interest.

criterion I

The settlement of Chora

is uninterruptedly evolved

since the 12th c. There are still
religious ceremonies that remain
unchanged since the Byzantine years.

AVERAGE HEIGHT criterion VI
Bl the walls QfEERRhastery The Monastery of Saint John the Theologian and the Cave of the Apocalypse
of St John the Theologian . L
commemorate the evangelist and beloved disciple of Jeshus, John, who composed
two of the most sacred works of Christianity (Fourth Gospel and the Revelation).
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1. Chora in Patmos.
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HAIL, BROTHER IN CHRIST! I AM HIEROMONK PARTHEN1052 ‘ EVERYTHING OKAY HERE WHILE I WAS GONE? LET'S LOAD
ABBOT OF THE MONASTERY OF ST JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN. ~ |"S8 | ™= | \jy BUGGAGE ON THE MULE AND GET GOING.
g vl 4| =T ' B e tr? e - B

B A R

I'M GLAD TO BE BACK IN PATMOS! I WENT TO VENICE TO SELL ONE OF THE ' FIRST I'LL GO UP TO THE CAVE OF THE APOCALYPSE TO PRAY I WANT | =
MONASTERY'S SHIPS AND GOT A GOOD PRICE! LUCKILY WE DIDN'T MEET TO DEDICATE THERE THE WONDERFUL ICON THAT THE CRETAN PAINTER =

ANY PIRATES DURING OUR JOURNEY! THOMAS BATHAS MADE IN VENICE.

—

BEFORE I GO UPTO THE MONASTERY I SHOULD DROP BY THE MONASTERY
OF ZOODOCHOS PEGE, TO SEE THE NUNS AND THE PROGRESS OF THE ©

I MY NEIGHBOR IS WAITING FOR ME THERE, WHO HAD ASKED ME TO BRING . a FRESCOING OF THE KATHOLIKON WITH THE IMPRESSIVE REPRESENTATION
FROM VENICE BEAUTIFUL LACE AND VELVET FOR HIS DAUGHTERS. THEY WILL OF THE SECOND COMING! YOU CAN REST IN THE COURTYARD AND GIVE |

# ALL BE GATHERED UPSTAIRS, IN THE PARLOR, TO WELCOME ME! r{ THE ANIMAL SOME WATER!

Tl " T
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= T ST e e — Py
e THE CLIMB WAS TIRING, BUT SEE! WE REACHED OUR MONASTERY! A = o ?'-NF _ — s, Nr— 5
CHANCE TO LIGHT A CANDLE IN THE CHAPEL OF THE HOLY APOSTLES AT T N : 1 e _1 P -""‘_‘_I!‘
THE MONASTERY'S ENTRANCE®. : e = | ' = i iy

e

1 . | -j. ...' Lolp
' ' ¥a I'LL ALSO LEAVE IN THE LIBRARY TWO GREAT BOOKS THAT I BROUGHT
CHECK OUT THE TOWERS AND THE HOT OIL BUCKET ABOVE THE GATE! THE WHOLE BACK. THEY WERE RECENTLY PUBLISHED IN VENICE*. THEN WE WILL GO

MONASTERY LOOKS LIKE A STRONG FORTRESS! HOW MANY TIMES DID IT PROTECT ~ | TO VENERATE THE RELIC OF ST CHRISTODOULOS, THE MONASTERY'S
THE INHABITANTS OF THE ISLAND FROM RAIDS! FOUNDER, WHO HAS FALLEN ASLEEP (IN DEATH) IN EUBOEA IN 1093.
= Eakl B 5 s . _ _

WE 'VE REACHED THE KATHOLIKON! ITS SHAPE RESEMBLES A CROSS,
AND IT HAS A DOME! IT HAS BRILLIANT MARBLE FLOORS AND A
CARVED WOODEN ALTARPIECE WITH ICONS®. LET'S GO TO THE CHAPEL
OF THE VIRGIN MARY TOO! IT ALSO HAS FINE OLD FRESCOES!

d P S S =

BUT THE TIME HAS PASSED, LET US REST. TOMORROW I WILL WAKE UP EARLY |

. TO PERFORM A SERVICE AT THE KATHISMA (SCETE) OF ASOMATON AND LEAVE |
§ SOME FOOD FOR THE ASCETIC MONK SAVVAS WHO LIVES THERE®.

g g DI e =T T T - e
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Peace reigns from end to end on the island, and only the whistle of the tourist boat When one sees the sun
interrupts the absolute serenity. After the break, in the afternoon, the symphony setting on the mountain,
continues in a different pattern: the wind sets up its song, the wave murmurs, one is not surprised that

and everything obeys in a low tone. in this place human imagination

has created heavenly visions
and that one favored by God
has received inspirations beyond
reason and human thought.

I.M. Chatzifotis, Patmos the Holy, Athens 1988, p. 95.

Patmos is located in the northernmost part of the Dodecanese islands and a short distance from the coast
of Asia Minor. Its central geographical position in the Aegean Sea combined to its safe bays contributed

to the island's development into one of the most important ports in the Aegean since Byzantine times. M. Michaud—M. Poujoulat,
Correnspondance d’ Orient, lll,
Paris 1834, 455-466.

" Port de. PATROY

e port of Patmos, early 18th c. &

o e

3. Panoramic view of Chora, Patmos.
3o T e ” .




® The terrain of the island is rocky, volcanic
with low and steep hills. The characteristic
lacy coastline is made up of a succession
of bays, coves, capes and beautiful sandy
beaches.

® The island is arid and the vegetation is
sparse, with crops springing up in the coves
and on the hillsides with the help of stone
terraces.

e Skala, in short distance from Chora, is the
largest settlement today and the island's
only port. Its prosperity as the major
transit port in the Aegean, to which the
travellers often referred with admiration,
is noted from the 16th c. onwards. Until
the mid-19th c., however, Skala had not
developed into a settlement, probably
because of the fear of pirate raids.

%
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Green details

Old paths connect the settlements with
the scattered kathismata and hermitages
all over the island. It was only in 1818 that
“ . the “Aporthiani strata” was constructed, a =
wide, cobbled road 2.4 km long connecting
Chora with Skala. The Hellenic Society for
Environment and Culture, in cooperation with
~ the Municipality of Patmos, marked selected
' routes on the paths, highlighting an important
part of the island's folk heritage.

PATMOS — UNESCO MONUMENT 15 - MONUMENTAL ADVENTURES AT THE GREEK UNESCO MONUMENTS
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g The Monastery of Saint John e 1713

the Theologian is founded by Saint
@ Christodoulos from Mount Latros.

4th- 6th c. AD

Patmos was probably part
of the Province of the Islands
of the Byzantine Empire.

late 1st c. AD
(probably in the year 95)

Exile of St John
the Theologian in Patmos.

prehistoric—ancient times

Patmos is inhabited since prehistoric times.
In ancient times, the island's main settlement
was located on Kastelli Hill,
north of Chora (ancient acropolis).

Establishment of the Patmian School
in Patmos by the holy deacon
Makarjos Kalogeras.

i e
b

1659, June 18

Venetian Admiral Francesco Morosini
raids Patmos during the 5th
Venetian- Turklsh War (1645-1669).

1092

Raids by the Seljuk Turks force Saint
Christodoulos to take refuge in Euboea,
where he slept in death in 1093.

1186-1187
Normans raid in Patmos
b 4 1453 May 29
@ - Fall of Constantlnople
" By ¢ @ tothe Ottoman Turks.
Rt S In the same year,
1309 (or 1310) Patmos comes under

Occupation of Rhodes and most Ottoman administration.

of the Dodecanese islands by the
loannite Knights, except for Patmos.



o

§

1720, July 25
The lands of Patmos, which until
then belonged exclusively to the
Monastery of St John the Theologian,
are now also distributed to the
inhabitants of Chora.

il

1768-1774
Russian-Turkish war during which a
squadron of the Russian fleet remains
in the port of Patmos and seizes four
merchant ships of the island.

!

- . 2

19572 2% 5
Restoration work begins *
at the Monastery of
St John the Theologian.

1956, July 9

A deadly magnitude 7.5
earthquake in Santorini causes
serious damage to Patmos.

)
%]

&

1912-1947
Italy occupies the Dodecanese.
With the Treaty of Paris, Italy cedes the
Dodecanese to Greece (10-02-1947).
On March 7, 1948, the incorporation
of the Dodecanese into the Greek state
is official&x celebrated.

Le

o

1821, April 12
Outbreak of the Greek War
of Independence in Patmos.

The island provides ships for
the needs of the Struggle.

Philiki Etairia is founded. Among
its founders was the Patmian
Emmanouil Xanthos.

X

1988, September 15-26
The 900th anniversary
of the foundation of the Monastery
of St John the Theologian is celebrated.

1995, September 26
Commemoration of the 1,900th anniversary
of the writing of the Book of Revelation.

r

#2

1999

Inclusion of the monument in the
UNESCO World Heritage List.
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Hiskorieal figures threugh the ages

Byzantine emperors, rulers, patriarchs and even popes from Rome favored
Patmos with special privileges and offered monetary donations and valuable
gifts to the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian. Many of them were
created by famous artists of their time.

RENOWNED CRAFTSMEN

GREAT PAINTERS
“PAINTERS” OF THE NEEDLE

k In Patmos, works of imﬂortant
Cretan painters are kept,

such as this elaborate triptych,
work of G. Klontzas, 1580-1600.

Addelos Akotantos

Is the first who starts to sign his works
in the 15th c., followed by

Andreas Rjtzo5 and many others.

Michael Damaskinos
and Geordgios Klontzas
in the 16th c. combined Byzantine
and Renaissance art in their works.

The famous embrojderers
from Constantinople,
Florou, EUseVia
and Mariora
signed brocade (gold-embroidered)

ecclesiastical fabrics in the 18th century,
fully aware of their value.

Ay -'-*11

,-_:_ —— M. ]
Works of craftsmen from other countries

also reach Patmos, such as Georg May Il

From Transylbania.

Skilled goldsmiths start from the 18th c.
to sign their works: silverware and functional
objects (candelabras, candlesticks,
linings of icons and gospels, etc.).

The most important of them is
Ioannis Peloponnesios.



BENEFACTORS AND DONORS

EMperor
Alexio3 1 Komnenos
was the first to grant the island of Patmos
to the monk Christodoulos free of tax obligations
and with the right to possess a small fleet.

Among the figures who have benefited Patmos are

Pope Pus 11 usih <),
King of Spain and Portugal
Phillip III @7tk <
and the Emperor of the
Holy Roman Emp|r‘e
Charles VIdsth

The Patmian
Patharl‘\ih of Constantinople
eophytus VI
dedicated to the monastery an elaborate
pastoral staff and metra around 1743.

SPIRITUAL FIGURES

Saint Christodoulos
from Mount Latros
an important figure of Orthodox monasticism, founded
the monastery of Saint John the Theologian in 1088
and turned Patmos from a desert island into a vital
base for the defense of the Byzantine state.

METE QHIAY R,
P+ Sk
Iborr:wﬂl{ =

ETEIXY FXKE
The Cretan abbot
of the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian
MNikephoros Hartofylakas
(+1628)
was the founder of the chapel of the Holy Apostles
at the entrance of the Monastery and bequeathed
to it his extensive collection of books.

The PatMmian Saint
Makarios Kaloderas
founded in 1793 the Patmian School, where great figures
of the 18th and 19th centuries taught and studied.

LEADERS OF
THE GREEK REVOLUTION

The Patmians actively participate in the
Struggle of 1821. Many students of the
Patmian School stand out’:

&)
.-'ti

Nt |
- =N
EmMmanouil Xanthos
(1772-1851)
together with Nikolaos Skoufas
and Athanasios Tsakalov founded in 1814
in Odessa the Philiki Etairia.

Theophllos PankoStaS
(1764-1825)
Patriarch of Alexandria, proclaimed
the necessity of the Struggle.

Demetrios Themel;s
(c. 1770-1826)

undertook to guide the Struggle in the Aegean.
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The island of Patmos was an attraction from early on for European travellers
who visited the place where the evangelist John wrote the Revelation, a text
that had a profound influence on medieval Western thought.

TRAVELLERS AND CARTOGRAPHERS PROTECTION...
The perception of the sanctity of the island dominates the travellers’ texts, but there is
also information about the topography of Patmos, the inhabitants and their daily life. The
Monastery of Saint John the Theologian also attracts the interest of travellers, not always

with altruistic motives, as some of them extract valuable manuscripts from its library®.

Ny . -"ﬁ'__i [ — i
| 3 m iy & ] e ==Y
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oo Promontor 2. Cop S0 Paremoli d Pl T e T
As early as the 14th century, Patmos also appears on portolani, The settlement of Chorais today subject to a special
the nautical charts of the period, where, as in the travellers' texts, protection regime, aiming to preserve its traditional

it is often called Patinos, Parmos, Parmos(z)a and Patinos(z)a. elements and control modern construction.



... AND RESTORATION

After the devastating earthquake in 1956,
which hit also Patmos, the Archaeological
Service initiated an extensive restoration
program for the Monastery of Saint John
in collaboration with the Directorate of
Restoration of the then Ministry of the
Presidency.

According to a study by the archaeologist and
architect Anastasios Orlandos, the west wing of the
monastery was demolished and a new four-story
building was built to house the sacristy, the library,
the museum and the guest rooms. Additionaly,
the bell tower above the entrance gate of the
monastery was completely reconstructed.

The conservation work on the monuments
of Patmos continues by the competent Ephorate

of Antiquities of the Dodecanese until today.

Anastasios Orlandos

Ioan_nis Sakellion

SCHOLARS OF PATMOS

The rich cultural heritage of Patmos
has attracted the interest of Greek and
foreign researchers.

The pioneer of this research was the scholar
loannis Sakellion (1815-1891), who, in
1890, published a descriptive catalog of
the manuscripts of the monastery of Saint
John the Theologian. Since then, numerous
studies have been carried out on the history,
architecture and relics of the Monastery of
Saint John and other religious monuments
on the island.

The work of the architect Christos lakovidis
remains fundamental to the study of the urban
planning and architecture of Chora, Patmos.

PILGRIMS
AND TOURISTS

of the biggest threats to the preservation
of its authentic character.
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The castle-monastery

The monastery of Saint John the Theologian at the top of the mountain and higher from the Cave, is
an intricately structured, fortified monastic complex. Its modern form arose after continuous additions,
modifications and interventions to the original core of the end of the 11th c., which included the katholikon,
the refectory, the kitchen and the cells. In the 17th c. new chapels were also erected in the complex.

& 6. (__'hae.l 6f Panagia, The hospitality of Abraham, ?re§éo, late .12th Gl

Monastery Buildings

Auxiliary buildings and cells are distributed in
= . the monastery's wings, such as the kitchen, the
4. The inner courtyard of the monastery. 5.16?;;)::{ of Panagia, intelrior. e mag ip e/:on (hearth)’ Hersmill; the: Oit dePOt an.d

] the grain depot. The refectory of the monastery is
housed with a dome and is decorated with frescoes
The high and imposing walls give the impression of an impenetrable fortress. Attached to the katholikon (c.1200 and 1200-1250 AD). The monastery has
are the chapel of Panagia (Virgin Mary), with excellent frescoes of the late 12th-century and the chapel also several chapels, a library and a sacristy for
of Saint Christodoulos, where the marble sarcophagus with the saint's relic is kept. keeping relics.
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Following Jesus' example

The unique beauty of Patmos inspires Greek Easter, the biggest Christian holiday, is celebrated in Patmos in an atmosphere of special sacrament and
and foreign painters, such as the contemporary devotion with ceremonies linked to older religious traditions.

local self-taught painter Manolis Pentes and ; : i . o e :
the Austrian Matthias Laurens Cracff. A special place occupies the re-enactment of the Washing of the Disciples’ Feet during Holy Thursday, a

ritual that, apart from Patmos, survives only in Jerusalem. It is an imitation of the symbolic act of Christ,
who, after the Last Supper and just before his capture by the Roman soldiers, washed the feet of his twelve
disciples to teach them humility. The highlight of the ceremony, which takes place in a specially designed
square in Chora, is when the abbot of the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian plays the role of Christ
and symbolically washes the feet of twelve monks.

S ‘““-'N\\hﬂhi-s |
“On the small sacred island of divine visions, #7=. w8
the small holy Patmos, for four hundred years now, & .‘.'.
as if by tradition, every year, on Holy Thursday, "~ & {'hg
the divine drama of the Last Supper, &= :
which neither time nor the long occupation
of our island, under the Turks, Italians and Germans,
could not extinguish, as the strongest and most [y
indissoluble link of its Christian-national unity, -
the religious one of our holy-trodden island, ¥ 3¢
which stood as a beacon of light g2 %
and a wonderful spiritual citadel, in the whole g 3 | __ .
of the Dodecanese complex, the northe_rnmos of all, =g e , ; _-r7_ Ritual of the Washing, 1960,
in the course of so many centuries...” [ > N ) %

Theodoros G. Axelos,

“The ritual of the Washing of the Disciples’
Feet at the sacred island of Patmos”,
Hellenic Creation, (May 1, 1951), 665—668.
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ChOra a small uninhabited island
easily accessible to Hagarenes
Saint Christodoulos sailed in 1088 to Patmos, which was deserted because of pirate raids. He pirates and Turks..,

brought with him many craftsmen to build the monastery, who gradually settled around the walls of
the monastery, thus forming the first settlement that developed to modern Chora, one of the most
picturesque settlements in the Aegean, which has been developing harmoniously around the fortified
monastery for almost 900 years.

Saint Christodoulos, 11th c.

PATMOS (Egoal. = Convente di 5. Giovanni

Tl -
. 3
1 A

¥ _:bvérvie@ éf;-Chorq in a card postal dated
= B i

«The stony, unadulterated landscape of Patmos,
with the purity of the sky and the sea,

Chora retains the characteristic closed, defensive form of an island settlement: the houses, built in a does not allow any diversion to Bacchic
row, form a single fortified wall and communicate with each other through winding streets and arcades. intoxication, any division of psychic space.

It is made up of four residential nuclei, the oldest of which is the Mesa Kastro which has a wall with five On the contrary, it makes the soul accountable,
gates. The Allotteina was formed by the settlement of populations from Constantinople after the Fall of imposes inner unity, intensifies the impulse
Constantinople in 1453, while the Cretika was formed by families who went to Patmos after the fall of ~ and the time towards contemplation and infinity».
Chandakas (Heraklion) in 1669. The growth of the settlement in the late 17th c. led to the expansion of Takis Sinopoulos, “The Poet and the Island”,

its fortification, which also acquired more gates. Since the 18th c. the Aporthiana has been developing DOMA 5 (Spring—Summer 1985,
outside the walls, which is where the wealthy shipowners reside in their imposing manors. feature to D. P. Papaditsas), 169°.
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From threshing halls... to reception halls

The houses of Patmos consist of a simple rectangular building, with a roof for the collection of rainwater,
due to water scarcity. The interior is divided into the kamari (sitting room) for resting during the day and
ypnos (bedroom) for sleeping at night. The small courtyard has a furnace and an underground cistern, also
for water collection.

Gradually the simple building evolves into a two-story upper building or a more complex building,
depending on the needs and financial resources of the owners.

e . With the development of shipping, the rich families of the island constructed archontika (manors), big and

A OUd 17 5 the PatrlarCh of Alexandria luxurious, two or three_story houses.
Sylvestros criticized the inhabitants
of Patmos for their luxurious life.

many manors are preserved. (i}
From them, the manor houses
of Simantiris (1625)
and Nikolaides (1673-1796)

are open to the public.
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Patmos has become an important port in the Flnan(]al prosperlty
Aegean, experiencing great economic growth.

From the 16th c. onwards, trade contacts with The monastery of Saint John the Theologian had a significant commercial activity, owning itself a
the major European ports were intensified, considerable number of ships. Its economic vitality was enhanced by its large landed property and its
while later, it had colonies in the Balkans, many estates in the Aegean. |t was often attacked by pirates or under the rule of foreign powers, but
Austria, Russia and Egypt. The prosperity of managed to maintain relative self-government and autonomy. The monastery, which until 1720 had full
Patmos is also reflected in the intense building territorial ownership of Patmos, with its economic power and spiritual radiance, offered systematically

activity of the period™. protection to its inhabitants.




@]Yﬂﬁ@]@ TMoNUTASNEsoo

The Cave of the Apocalypse

The cave, where, as it is believed, Saint John after many days of fasting and prayer received the divine
command to record the vision of the Apocalypse, is located in the north of Chora, just below the
monastery dedicated to his memory. Even since Byzantine times it has been converted into a chapel that
venerates the memory of the Metastasis of the Evangelist (September 26).

i (3.'.Chapel of the Cave of the Apocalypse, i

Vision of the Apocalypse, despotic icon,
9. The entrance to the Cave of the Apocalypse. work of Thomas Bathas, c. 1596.

Today it is the core of the worship of the Apocalypse, a compound of different building phases dating
from the 12th to the 2 1st century. At the Iconostasis of the Cave of the Apocalypse, part of the elaborate
frescoes of the late 12th century is preserved and the main theme is the depiction of Saint John dictating
the text of the Apocalypse to his disciple Prochorus.

I, John, who also am your brother,
and companion in tribulation
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos,
for the word of God, and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ.

John, Revelation, a’:9, 1st c. AD

-.-. - - -
11. Exonqrthex of t_he katholikon.

Depicting
the life of John

Scenes from the life and miracles of the evangelist
John, who with his brief presence in Patmos sealed
the sanctity of the place, adorn the exonarthex of
the monastery's katholikon (17th c.).
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||| Scene from the Apocalypse [

Apocalypse in the West (early 9th c.). Germany,
Library of Trevira, cod. Egbert 31, f. 18v.

of the Apocalypse, 1498. The German artist's

engravings represent a breakthrough
in the iconography of the Apocalypse.

0o With Bimeless radiahes ¥y

The text of Revelation

The Revelation, written in the “hellenistic koine” Greek language, as it was formed in the 1st c. AD, is
one of the 27 Books of the New Testament. Its writing by the evangelist John has at times been disputed
by scholars. The Orthodox Church until the 14th century viewed the prophetic book with suspicion
as non-canonical, while the West accepted it as equal to the other books of the New Testament. As
a result, episodes from the Book of Revelation appear early in Western art and are often depicted in
prints since the 15th c. In Orthodox art the book of Revelation appears much later and mostly in the
monasteries of Mount Athos.
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The Sacred Altar and the iconostasis of the chapel are decorated
with icons and frescoes with the prophetic vision of Saint John
and the writing of Revelation.
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Monurmechtal dialeogues?

The largest monastic community in Greece = Q‘E
and one of the most brilliant spiritual E§» ’
and artistic centres of the Orthodox Church.

Mbﬁastery of Panagia Chozoviotissa

Built on secluded rocks, in Amorgos, Cyclades, is one of the most imposing
monasteries of the Aegean. In 1088, Emperor Alexios | Komnenos granted
privileges to it. It was closely affiliated with the monastery of Patmos.

AT L

Monastery of Studenitsa

One of the most important Orthodox monasteries in
Serbia which was founded at the end of the 12th century
by the Serb ruler Stefan Nemanja. In the centre of the
fortified monastery dominates the katholicon dedicated
to the Theotokos decorated with excellent frescoes.

. ._.lik L- ._
Rangiri Dambulla Temple
In the natural caves, where monks settled as early as in
the 3rd c. BC, the great Buddhist monastery complex

developed, which stands out for its frescoes that cover
an area of 2,100 sqm and for the 157 worship statues.
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1. Erinyes were chthonic deities who inhabited Hades and punished those
who had committed moral crimes. In the famous persecution of Orestes, the
Erinyes were enraged also against goddess Athena and the Athenians, because
they acquitted the matricide hero at the trial. To appease them, the Athenians
established the Sanctuary of the Eumenides near the court in Areios Pagos and
designated murder trials to be heard by the reigning king.

2. The story is set in the mid-17th c., a time of prosperity for Patmos. Our
guide is inspired by the Hieromonk Parthenios Pankostas, who served as abbot
of the monastery of Saint John the Theologian between 1605 and 1611.
Born into a wealthy Patmian family, Parthenios himself was a shipowner, who
also developed considerable building activity as the founder of the women's
Monastery of Zoodochos Pigi in Chora on Patmos, as well as the churches of
Sant Onoufrios outside the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian and Saint
Anna in the Apocalypse compound.

3. The chapel of the Holy Apostles was erected in 1603 at the expense
of the abbot of the monastery and later bishop of Laodicea, Nikephoros
Hartophylakas.

4. The library of the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian includes a
priceless collection of old and modern books, special editions etc. Among
the rare texts, a special position occupies a manuscript in paper of 1422 that
preserves two tragedies by Euripides, as well as many other texts by ancient
Greek writers.

5. The impressive iconostasis (altarpiece) that today's visitors see at the
katholikon was built much later (1820). The original altarpiece of the
katholikon would have been made of marble.

6. Patmos has many kathismata, i.e., hermitages where monks lived in
seclusion, cultivating the land that belonged to the Monastery of St John. The
kathisma of Asomaton in the southwestern part of Patmos is one of the oldest
on the island, founded in the 12th century by the monk Savvas.

7. About the Patmian School see p.25 and note 12.

8. Pages of the 6th-century Gospel No. 67, one of the most important and
oldest in the Monastery of St John the Theologian, have been taken away at
unknown times to Vienna, the British Museum and the Vatican. In 1801 the
English traveller Edward Daniel Clarke brought to Oxford a codex of Plato's
Dialogues, written at the instigation of the scholar Arethas in 895.

9. Shinopoulos' review of the work of the surrealist poet D. P. Papaditsas: Ev
Mdtpw (Athens 1964) kai Ev MNdtuw kai Sto eppnveies (Athens 1966).

10. The prosperity of Patmos during this period is reflected in the great
building activity of the time: luxurious mansions are erected or repaired,
new churches are built and decorated with richly carved wooden altarpieces,
frescoes and icons, etc.

11. The library of the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian is reffered as
“infirmary for the soul” at the inscription of 1802 that is engraved on a white
marble slab above its entrance.

12.The great reputation of the Patmian School attracted many scholars,
teachers and students from all over the Turkish-occupied area to the island.
Initially it operated in the Apocalypse compound as the “School inside the
Apocalypse compound”. In addition to interpretations by church fathers, it
taught Greek classics, grammar lessons, philosophy, rhetoric, church music and
Latin. In 1729 it was relocated to a larger building on the eastern side of the
complex (Old Patmias). In 1948, after the interruption of its operation during
the Italian rule (1912-1947), it was re-established as New Patmian School
and housed in a new building between the Monastery, the Apocalypse and
the Chora, designed by the great architect Patroclus Karantinos. Since then,
the School has been operating as an Ecclesiastical Secondary School and
General Ecclesiastical High School. The English traveller Richard Pococke
wrote in the 18th century: “The school and its teachers are considered the
best in the East,” while Joseph-Francois Michaud and Jean-Joseph-Francois
Poujoulat noted in 1834 that: “one could call Patmian the university of the
Archipelago”. Its great contribution to the education of the nation has been
honoured by the Ecumenical Patriarchate (Gold Cross 1988 and 1995), by the
Academy of Athens (Gold Medal) and by UNESCO (special medal of honour).
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