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Environmental Correspon-
dent� ŝŶ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟ�ŽŶ� ǁŝƚŚ�
�ůĞƉŚĂŶƚƐ��ůŝǀĞ

  Eleven young elephant 
bulls moving through the 
Namaacha Valley, around 
36km to the west of Ma-
ƉƵƚŽ͕� ĐĂƵŐŚƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂƩ�ĞŶƟ�ŽŶ�
of the Mozambique Wildlife 
Alliance. Elephants Alive, 
ƐƚĂƟ�ŽŶĞĚ� ŝŶ� ,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ�
were alerted, and as part 
of the combined projects of 
ƚŚĞ� ƚǁŽ� ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟ�ŽŶƐ� ĐŽůͲ
ůĞĐƟ�ǀĞůǇ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚƵŵĂŶͲ
ĞůĞƉŚĂŶƚͲĐŽŶŇ�ŝĐƚ͕� ŝƚ� ǁĂƐ�
decided to collar one of the 
largest of the bulls in the 

herd, Trailblazer. The collar-
ing took place on the 15th 

May 2022. 
� dŚĞ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟ�ǀĞ� ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
in Mozambique is aimed at 
trying to collar elephants 
that are known crop raid-
ers in order to develop early 
warning systems, that allow 
the team to warn communi-
Ɵ�ĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵŵŝŶĞŶƚ�ĂƌƌŝǀĂů�
of elephants in their areas. 
Part of the project is to cre-
ate ‘rapid response units’ 
– two-man teams – trained 
ƚŽ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĂŶǇ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟ�Ăů�
dangers that elephants may 
ƉŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟ�ĞƐ͘�
  The Mozambique Wildlife 
Alliance and Elephants Alive 

ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ� Žī�� ǁŝƚŚ� ŽŶĞ� ƌĂƉŝĚ�
response unit and they 
ŚĂǀĞ� ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ� Ăī�ĞĐƟ�ŽŶĂƚĞůǇ�
become known as “the ele-
phant shepherds”. The team 
ĞĚƵĐĂƚĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟ�ĞƐ�
they engage with as to how 
to behave around elephants 
and play a crucial role per-
suading the elephants to 
move out of a designated 
area. The elephant shep-
herds are well trained and 
are armed with toolboxes 
ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ� Ň�ĂƐŚůŝŐŚƚƐ͕� Į�ƌĞͲ
crackers, bear bangers and 
the faithful old vuvuzela, all 
ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐĂƌĞ�ƚĂĐƟ�ĐƐ�
to make a loud noise to herd 
the elephants to safety and 

away from crop raiding. 
  The model has worked so 
well that the elephant shep-
ŚĞƌĚƐ� ŚĂǀĞ�Žī�ĞƌĞĚ� ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�
courses in various places in 
southern Mozambique, and 
Elephants Alive is working 
Ɵ�ƌĞůĞƐƐůǇ� ƚŽ� ĨƵŶĚ� ŵŽƌĞ� ŽĨ�
the same units across the 
landscape. 
 Elephants Alive has collared 
over forty elephants in Mo-
zambique. Ten elephants 
are corridor moving ele-
phants that are monitored 
moving between protected 
areas. Together with fund-
ing partners such as the 
Elephant Crisis Fund, The 
KĂŬ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟ�ŽŶ͕�:ĂŵŵĂ�/ŶͲ

ƚĞƌŶĂƟ�ŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�h^�&ŝƐŚ�
ĂŶĚ�tŝůĚůŝĨĞ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕�ŵŽƌĞ�
collars and response units 
are in the pipeline. 
  To get back to the story of 
the eleven bulls – the proj-
ect uses the AWT (African 
Wildlife Tracking) collars – 
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�:ŽŚĂŶŶĞƐďƵƌŐ͘�
These collars are developed 
for all sorts of animals from 
elephants to pangolin. Col-
lars have also been devel-
oped that have lights in 
them, that can be triggered 
when elephants move over 
a boundary that is put down 
on-line (geofencing). This 
helps the elephants to be 
seen by the shepherds and 

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟ�ĞƐ� Ăƚ� ŶŝŐŚƚ� ƐŽ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�Ğī�ĞĐƟ�ǀĞůǇ�ĚĞͲ
ƚĞƌ� ƚŚĞŵ͘�DŽƐƚ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�Ɵ�ŵĞ�
the project has hourly set-
Ɵ�ŶŐƐ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽůůĂƌƐ͕� ƐŽ� ŝŶͲ
ĨŽƌŵĂƟ�ŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞƉŚĂŶƚƐ�
that are collared come 
through to the monitoring 
ƐƚĂƟ�ŽŶƐ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŚŽƵƌ͘ �dŚĞ�ďĂƚͲ
teries usually last between 
ϯͲϰ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘�^ŝŐŶĂůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐͲ
ŵŝƩ�ĞĚ� ǀŝĂ� ƐĂƚĞůůŝƚĞ� ƉŝŶŐƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�s,^�ƵŶŝƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ƵƐĞĚ�
to track the collared animals 
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Į�ĞůĚ͘�
  The eleven bulls started 
the ‘pilgrimage’ just south 
of the Naamacha Valley.    
   
                   Cont. on page 3.

A ‘pilgrimage’ of 800km but is the journey over?

Trailblazer and one of the other bulls on the move
                                                Image: Johan Strauss
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  My goodness we are al-
most halfway through the 
year, and we haven’t even 
stopped to take a breath! 
dŝŵĞ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŇǇ�ǁŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�
having fun. 

� � dŚƌĞĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�

ĂůǁĂǇƐ� ŐŽŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ďĞ� ĚŽǁŶͲ
ƐĐĂůĞĚ� ʹ� ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ƵƐĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŚĂǀĞ� ϭϬϬ� ƐƋƵĂƌĞ�
ŵĞƚƌĞ� ƐƚĂŶĚƐ͕� ŽŶůǇ� ŚĂĚ� Ă�
ĚĞƐŬ͘�/�ĐĂŶ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŶŽ�ŽŶĞ�ŬŶĞǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŚŽǁ�
ǁĂƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�
ĐŽŶƵŶĚƌƵŵ�͙�ĚŽ�ǁĞ͕�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�
ǁĞ͍�dŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ĞǆͲ
ŚŝďŝƚŽƌƐ͕� ďƵǇĞƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŵĞĚŝĂ�
ƚŽ� ĞŶƐƵƌĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝƚ� ǁĂƐ� ǁĞůů�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ� ĂŶĚ� Ă� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� ƵŶͲ
ĚĞƌ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞƐ͘�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ� ůŽĚŐĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĚŝĚ� ŶŽƚ�
ŐĞƚ� ƚŚĞƌĞ͕� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ǁŚĂƚĞǀͲ
Ğƌ�ŵĞĂŶƐ͕�ŵŝƐƐĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ͘
� �^ĞĐŽŶĚůǇ͕ � /�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�
ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ĂŶ�ĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƵƌ�
ŵĂǇŽƌ� ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŵŽŶƚŚ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ�
/� ďĞůŝĞǀĞ� ƚŽ� ďĞ� Ă� ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ� ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ� ƚŚĞ�ŵƵͲ
ŶŝĐŝƉĂů� ŶĞǁƐ� ĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ƐŽƵƌĐĞ͘� /� ŚŽƉĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ŝƐ�
ďĞŶĞĮĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘
��dŚŝƌĚůǇ͕ �ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ďƵƐǇ�ǁŽƌŬͲ
ŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ă� ͚ƐƵƉĂͲĚƵƉĂ͛�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�
ƉůĂƞŽƌŵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂŶƚ�
ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂͲ
ƟŽŶ͘�tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚĂĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚͬ
ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚŝƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ĨĂƌͲ

ŇƵŶŐ� ƉůĂĐĞƐ͕� ĨƌŽŵ� ďĞĂĐŚĞƐ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� �ĂƌŝďďĞĂŶ͕� ƚŽ� ĐŝƟĞƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h^͕�ƚŽǁŶƐ�ŝŶ�,ŽůůĂŶĚ͕�
ĨĂƌŵƐ� ŝŶ� ŽƵƚďĂĐŬ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ŵŽƌĞ͕� ĨƌŽŵ� ^ĞĚŐĞĮĞůĚ�
ƚŽ�tŝŶĚŚŽĞŬ͕�DĂƵŶ�ƚŽ�DƵͲ
ƚĂƌĞ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĞǀĞŶ� Ă� ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�
ĨƌŽŵ�sŝůĂŶŬƵůŽƐ� Ͳ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐĂůůƐ�
ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚ͘�^ƵďƐĐƌŝƉͲ
ƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ƐŽŽŶ�ďĞ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘
��dŚĞ�ƉůŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞƉŚĂŶƚƐ�
;ŽƵƌ� ůĞĂĚ� ƐƚŽƌǇ� ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽŶƚŚͿ�
ƌĞĂůůǇ� ďƌŝŶŐƐ� ŚŽŵĞ� ƚŽ� ŵĞ�
;ĂŐĂŝŶͿ� ŚŽǁ� ĚĞůŝĐĂƚĞ� ŽƵƌ�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ� ŝƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŚŽǁ�
ŽƵƌ� ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�
ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ� ŝƐ� ŝŶƚƌŝĐĂƚĞůǇ� ƐĞǁŶ�
ŝŶƚŽ� ŽƵƌ� ĮďƌĞ͘� /� ũƵƐƚ� ŚŽƉĞ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ŚƵŵĂŶŬŝŶĚ� ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ�
ĐŽŵĞƐ� ƚŽ� ŝƚƐ� ƐĞŶƐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ĚŽĞƐ� ŶŽƚ� ĨŽĐƵƐ� ŽŶ� ĂůǁĂǇƐ�
͚ĐŚĂƐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ďƵĐŬ͕͛ � ƐĞůĨͲĞŶͲ
ƌŝĐŚŵĞŶƚ͕� ĂŶĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶͲ
ƚĂů� ĂďƵƐĞ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞĂůŝƐĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŶĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ʹ�ŝĨ�
ǁĞ� ĨĂŝů� ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕� ŶĂƚƵƌĞ� ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶĚĞĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉůĂŶĞƚ� ǁŝůů� ĨĂŝů�
ƵƐ͊�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƚǁŽͲǁĂǇ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ�
ĐŽŐŶŝƐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĂƚ͘��ŽŶƐĞƌͲ
ǀĂƟŽŶ�ŐŽĞƐ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ƉůĂŶƚƐ͕� ƐĞĂƐ͕� ŽĐĞĂŶƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ĮƐŚĞƐ͕� ŝƚ Ɛ͛� ŽƵƌ� ĂƚŵŽͲ

ƐƉŚĞƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ʹ� ŝƚ Ɛ͛�
ĂůƐŽ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ƵƐ͊�/Ĩ�
ǁĞ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƉĂǇ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ǁĞ�
ǁŝůů�Ăůů�ĨĂĐĞ�ĚĞŵŝƐĞ͊
� �KŶ�Ă�ŚĂƉƉǇ�ŶŽƚĞ�ʹ� ŝƚƐ�&ĂͲ
ƚŚĞƌ Ɛ͛��ĂǇ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽŶƚŚ͘�dŽ�Ăůů�
ƚŚĞ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌƐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�ŚĂƉƉǇ�
&ĂƚŚĞƌ Ɛ͛� �ĂǇ� ĂŶĚ� ǁĞ� ŚŽƉĞ�
ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů� Ăůů� ďĞ� ƐƉŽŝůƚ� ĨŽƌ� Ăůů�
ƚŚĞ� ůŽǀĞ�ĂŶĚ� ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ǇŽƵ� ŵĂŬĞ͘� dŚŝƐ� ŝƐ� ŽƵƌ� ĚĂǇ͕ �
ůĞƚƐ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ŝƚ͊
� � /ƚ Ɛ͛� ĂůƐŽ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽŶƚŚ� ŽĨ�
ŽƵƌ�tŝŶƚĞƌ� ^ŽůƐƟĐĞ� ʹ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ŚĞƌĞ�ŽŶ� ŝŶ͕� ŝƚ Ɛ͛� Ă� ƌƵŶ�ƵƉ� ƚŽ�
ƐƵŵŵĞƌ͊� ZŽůů� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŚĞĂƚ͕�
͚ƐƵŶŶǇ� ƐŬŝĞƐ͕� ďƌĂĂŝǀůĞŝƐ� ĂŶĚ�
�ŚĞǀƌŽůĞƚ͛� ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ŽůĚ� ƚƵŶĞ�
ƐĂŝĚ͘
��dŽ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĂĚǀĞƌƟƐĞƌƐ͕� ƚŚĂŶŬ� ǇŽƵ͘� tĞ�
ĂƌĞ� ĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽŽŬͲ
ŽƵƚ� ĨŽƌ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚǀĞƌͲ
ƟƐĞƌƐ� ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝƐ� ǁŚĂƚ�
ŬĞĞƉƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂůŝǀĞ͘�
dŚĂŶŬƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ƐĞŶƚ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů� ŶŽƚĞƐ͕�
ĞŵĂŝůƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƐƚŽƉƉĞĚ�
ŵĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ͕�ƚŽ�ƚĂůŬ�ƚŽ�
ŵĞ� ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƵďůŝĐĂͲ
ƟŽŶ͘� /ƚ Ɛ͛� ŐƌĞĂƚ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ� ŝŶƉƵƚ� ŝƐ� ŵƵĐŚ�
ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚ͘

���ŶũŽǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ĂŚĞĂĚ͕�ďĞ�
ƐĂĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽŶƚĞŵƉůĂƚĞ�ƚŚŝƐ͗
͞/Ĩ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌŝůů�ŽĨ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�
ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǇŽƵ�ũƵŵƉ�ŽƵƚ�
ŽĨ�ďĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝůƵƌĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
ĚŽ͟��,ĞŶƌǇ�:ŽƐĞƉŚͲ'ƌĂŶƚ͘

  

      

ĚĞĂůƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ŵŽŶƚŚ͘�
&ŝƌƐƚůǇ͕ �ǁĞ�ǁĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�
dƌĂǀĞů�/ŶĚĂďĂ�ŝŶ��ƵƌďĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ĚŝƐŚĞĚ� ŽƵƚ� ŽǀĞƌ� ϭϬϬϬ� ĐŽƉͲ
ŝĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� <ƌƵŐĞƌϮ�ĂŶǇŽŶ�
EĞǁƐ͊� dŚĂƚ� ǁĂƐ� Ă� ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ƐŽŵĞ͕�ďƵƚ� ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ǁĞůů�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕� ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŚĂĚ�
ƐŽŵĞ� ǀĞƌǇ� ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ� ĨĞĞĚͲ
ďĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ĂƐ�Ă� ƌĞͲ
ƐƵůƚ͘� �ůƐŽ͕� /� ƚŚŝŶŬ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ�
/ŶĚĂďĂ� ǁĞŶƚ� ǁĞůů� ʹ� ŝƚ� ǁĂƐ�

Letters to the editor
we will endeavour to keep it 
up!

�ĞĂƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ

tŽǁ�ϭϲ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͊� &ĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ͊� /�
ĚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂ�
ŽĨ� ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� DĂǇŽƌ�
ʹ� ŝƚ� ŬŝŶĚ� ŽĨ� ŬĞĞƉƐ� ƵƐ� ƵƉ� ƚŽ�
ĚĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ǁĂǇ͘
�ĞĞ�

Ed: Thank you. We will to 
chat to the Mayor EVERY 
month as you will see.

�ĞĂƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ

tŚĂƚ Ɛ͛�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐŽŵĞͲ
ŽŶĞ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ĞǀͲ
ĞƌǇ� ŵŽŶƚŚ͍� /ƚ Ɛ͛� ƐŽ� ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�
ƚŽ�ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĚĂǇƐ�
ĂƐ�ǁĞ� ĂƌĞ� ĂůǁĂǇƐ� ƐƉŽŝůƚ� ĨŽƌ�
ĐŚŽŝĐĞ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŝƐ� ƐŽŵĞǁŚĂƚ�
ŝŶƟŵŝĚĂƟŶŐ͘
ZĞŐĂƌĚƐ��ĂǀĞ�ĂŶĚ��ŶŶ

�ĞĂƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ

EĞǀĞƌ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŚĂƚ� /�ǁŽƵůĚ�
ƐĂǇ�ƚŚŝƐ͕�ďƵƚ�/�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ĚŽ�ůŽŽŬ�
ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽŶƚŚ� ĞŶĚ�
ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ͘ � /�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ�
ƉĂƐƚ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ� ƌĞĂůůǇ� ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�
ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵǇ�ŐŽŽĚͲ
ŶĞƐƐ� /� ŚĂǀĞ� ůĞĂƌŶƚ� Ă� ůŽƚ͘�
dŚĂŶŬ� ǇŽƵ� ĨŽƌ� Ă� ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƉƵďͲ
ůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ʹ� /� ƚŚŝŶŬ� ŝƚ Ɛ͛� ƉƌŽďͲ
ĂďůǇ� ƚŚĞ� ďĞƐƚ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ�ŝŶ�^�͊�<ĞĞƉ�ŝƚ�ƵƉ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͘��ĞƐƚ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚƐ�
sŝŶĐĞ

Ed: Why thank you Vince. So 
great to have that feedback, 

Ed: Lovely idea – I’ll try and 
ĮŶĚ� ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ� ǁŝůůŝŶŐ� ƚŽ�
contribute, but if you have 
anyone in mind, ask them to 
drop me a line.

�ĞĂƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ

/� Ăŵ� ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ŶĞǁ� ƉůĂŶ� ĨŽƌ� ůŽǁͲĐŽƐƚ�
ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ� ŽŶ� ͚�ĞƌůŝŶ͛� ʹ� ŵǇ�
ĨĞĂƌ� ŝƐ� ŽŶĐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƐƚĂƌƚƐ� ŝƚ�
ǁŝůů� ƐǁĂŵƉ� ƚŚĞ� ƚŽǁŶ� ŝŶ� ŶŽ�
ƟŵĞ͘� ^ƵƌĞůǇ� ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ� ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƐƟŶŐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚĂǆŝ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵƐ�
ĨĂƌĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ� ŝƐ� ĂŶ� ĂŶͲ
ƐǁĞƌ͍��ŶĚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ƉŽͲ
ƚĞŶƟĂů� ĐƌŝŵĞ� ŝƐƐƵĞ͍� EŽƚ� ƚŽ�
ŵĞŶƟŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ� ůŝƚͲ
ƚĞƌ͕ �ĞƚĐ͊͘

�ŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ

Ed: Dear Concerned resi-
dent, these issues are rele-
vant and should be brought 

up with the Mayor and our 
Ward Councillor together 
with other concerned par-
ƟĞƐ͘� /�ǁŝůů� ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ� ĂƐŬ� ƚŚĞ�
Mayor in our next chat. If 
you get any answers, be 
sure to send them through 
to me!

�ĞĂƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ

tŚǇ�ĐĂŶ�ǁĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ƵƉ�Ăůů�
ƚŚĞƐĞ� ŚŽƌƌŝďůĞ� ƐŝŐŶƐ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ƌŽĂĚƐŝĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŽǁŶ�ʹ�ǁĞ�ůŽŽŬ�
ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ŚŝůůďŝůůǇ�ǀŝůůĂŐĞ͍͊�

Ed: You need to speak to the 
council about that. It cer-
tainly is shoddy and it may 
be a great idea to get them 
ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĞĚ� ŝŶ� Ă� ĐŽƵƉůĞ� ŽĨ�
places in a nice, neat frame 
with 20 odd signs/frame, 
all the same size within the 

frame. That would work to 
ĐůĞĂŶ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ�ƵƉ͕�/�Ăŵ�ƐƵƌĞ͘

�ĞĂƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ

�ĂŶ�/�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƵďͲ
ůŝƐŚ͍��ĂŶ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĂƚ͍
ZĞŐĂƌĚƐ͕�
�ƵĚĚŝŶŐ�:ŽƌŶŽ

Ed: Dear Budding Jorno, ab-
solutely! I would love people 
to submit their stories – if 
they are newsworthy, and 
we have space then we will 
publish them. Remember 
that we almost always edit 
the stories to some extent, 
never promise that they 
WILL be published, and if 
it includes submission of a 
picture or two, please en-
sure that the picture is high 
ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ͘� ^Ž� z�^͊� WůĞĂƐĞ�
ƐƵďŵŝƚ� ǇŽƵƌ� ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ͘�
>ŽŽŬŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ� ƚŽ� ŐĞƫŶŐ�

ǇŽƵƌ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ͘

�ĞĂƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ

WůĞĂƐĞ� ĐĂŶ� ǇŽƵ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�
ǇŽƵƌ� ƉĂƉĞƌ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ�
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�,ŽĞĚͲ
ƐƉƌƵŝƚ͍� /� ŽŌĞŶ� ŵŝƐƐ� ŐĞƫŶŐ�
ŵǇ�ĐŽƉǇ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�/�Ăŵ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�
ƚŽǁŶ�Žƌ�ƚŽŽ�ůĂƚĞ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĐŽƵůĚ�
ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŚĂŶĚĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŐĂƚĞƐ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ĞƐƚĂƚĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞŶ� /�
Ăŵ�ƐƵƌĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽƉǇ͘
dŚĂŶŬƐ�ZŽĚ

Ed: Dear Rod, what a great 
idea! This will take some ne-
ŐŽƟĂƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
security to hand them out, 
but I do not see this as an 
insurmountable hurdle. Let’s 
see what I can do over the 
next month or two. Thanks 
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŽŶ͘

The Farmhouse,Zandspruit

078 9796486  www.hoedspruitinfo.com

and Tourism Centre
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Disclaimer: 
dŚĞ� ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ� ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� <ƌƵŐĞƌϮ�ĂŶǇŽŶ�
EĞǁƐ� ĂƌĞ� ƐƚƌŝĐƚůǇ� ƚŚŽƐĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ͘� KƉŝŶͲ
ŝŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ� ƚŽ�ďĞ� ƌĞůŝĂďůĞ͘� dŚĞǇ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƉƵƌƉŽƌƚ� ƚŽ�
ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ǀŝĞǁƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�<ƌƵŐĞƌϮ�ĂŶͲ
ǇŽŶ�EĞǁƐ�Žƌ�ŝƚƐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ĞŵͲ
ƉůŽǇĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚŝƐ� ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ƚŚĞƌĞŝŶ͕�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŵƉůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶ�ǁŚĂƚƐŽĞǀĞƌ͕ �ŶŽƌ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĂƌƌĂŶƚ�
ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞŶĞƐƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂĐĐƵƌĂĐǇ͕� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂƌƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
<ƌƵŐĞƌϮ�ĂŶǇŽŶ�EĞǁƐ͘

Mark Bishop 
�ĚŝƚŽƌͬWƵďůŝƐŚĞƌ

Posbus / PO Box 420, 
HOEDSPRUIT, 1380

E-pos / E-Mail: hoedspruit-
dorpswag@gmail.com
Sekretaris / Secretary: 
Marie Helm 082 683 2835
WaarnemendeVoorsitter / 
Acting Chairperson: 
Mnr. / Mr. Virctor Swan 072 
812 2172

HOEDSPRUIT 
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TOWN WATCH
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A ‘pilgrimage’ of 800km but is the journey over?

                                                 Elephants on the roam, feeding on sugar cane (above)                  Image: M.Dlamini
                                                                                                         
                                                            Trailblazer  en-route to the Kruger                                  Image: Johan Strauss                                                                         

Cont. from page 1.

� � dŚĞǇ�ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�Ă� ůŝƩůĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�
500km in Mozambique be-
fore they started moving 
towards South Africa. On 
the 1st May they crossed 
into South Africa to the 
west of the Ndumo Wilder-
ness Reserve, through the 
Lebombo Mountains, and 
ŝŶƚŽ��ƐǁĂƟŶŝ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϯrd May, 
around the Big Ben Conser-
vancy. Here they fed on sug-
arcane. The farmers in that 
area were very helpful and 
sent through pictures and 
monitored the movements 
of the herd. Elephants Alive 
are very grateful to the peo-
ƉůĞ� ŽĨ� �ƐǁĂƟŶŝ Ɛ͛� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ�
response, which was incred-
ŝďůĞ͕�ĞŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐ�ĂŶĚ�ǀŝƚĂů͘
  The bulls then covered 
about 128 km, moving north 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ��ƐǁĂƟŶŝ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌŽƐƐ-
ing over into South Africa on 
the 7th May at 02h00 in the 
morning (near the Magudu/
Sibange area). Unfortunate-
ly, this area of South Africa 
is quite densely populated, 
with lots of agriculture and 
ƉůĞŶƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�
ǁĂƐ�Ă�ƚĞŶƐĞ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
team and the elephants. 
Due to the inevitable inter-
ĂĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚŝƐ�
area, the herd was sadly 
shot at by civilians. Some 
distance to the north of 
the incident, one bull was 
ŶŽƟĐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�Ă�ďĂĚ�
limp and was desperately 
trying to keep up with the 
group. Elephants Alive im-
mediately rallied an expert 
vet and wildlife pilot to be 
on standby to treat the bull. 
  From the satellite moni-
toring it was evident that 
the elephants had been in 
contact with humans. They 
had been confronted, and 
looking at the tracking data, 
it was obvious that this was 
taking place because of 
ƚŚĞ� ĚŝƐƌƵƉƟǀĞ� ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶĂů�
fast movements of the ele-
phants. It was here that the 
bulls sought refuge in dense 
thickets in the area. 
  The bulls then tried an-
other route to get toward 
ƚŚĞ�<ƌƵŐĞƌ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ�ʹ�
retracing their route almost 
exactly to a point, and then 
turning north-north-west 
ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ� ƚŚĞ� WĂƌŬ͘� dŚĞǇ�
walked along a clear un-
ƉŽƉƵůĂƚĞĚ� ƌŽƵƚĞ� ƵŶƟů� ƚŚĞǇ�
came across a more popu-
lated area (the Ntunda 
area) where they managed 
ƚŽ� ƐŚŝŌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĐŽƵƌƐĞ� ŵŽƌĞ�
to the west. 
  They then pushed up to-
ǁĂƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�WĂƌŬ�ďŽƌĚĞƌ͘ �,ĞƌĞ�

they came upon quite a few 
agricultural lands, but they 
moved through quickly with 
ŶŽ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶĂů�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕� ŝŶĚŝ-
ĐĂƟŶŐ�ŶŽ�ĐƌŽƉ� ƌĂŝĚŝŶŐ͘� dŚŝƐ�
shows that they were on a 
ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�WĂƌŬ͘�
  The herd came onto vil-
ůĂŐĞƐ� ĂŌĞƌ� ƌĞƐƟŶŐ͕� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�
the Emjejane Community, 
ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞǇ� ƚƌŝĞĚ� ϰ� ƟŵĞƐ� ƚŽ�
get through the commu-
ŶŝƚǇ͕ � ĞĂĐŚ� ƟŵĞ� ƌĞƚƌĞĂƟŶŐ͘�
�Ǉ� ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ� ƚŚĞ� ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŚĂĚ�
split into three. That night 
Trailblazer made the deci-
ƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�
home on his own. He hit the 
<ƌƵŐĞƌ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� WĂƌŬ� ĨĞŶĐĞ�
ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ĮƌƐƚ� ƟŵĞ� ŽŶ� ϭϬth 
DĂǇ�Ăƚ�Ϭϭ͗ϯϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞƉŚĂŶƚ�
then turned west proceed-
ing through croplands and 
ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ� ŐĞƫŶŐ� ƚŽ� ĂŶ�
area close to the Malelane 
airstrip.
  Trailblazer then hit the Kru-
ger fence again, and here 
he paced up and down this 
fence line south of the river 
ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
the fence. Sadly, he was the 
ĮƌƐƚ� ĂŶĚ� ŽŶůǇ� ďƵůů� ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ�
ĮŶĚ� <ƌƵŐĞƌ Ɛ͛� ďŽƌĚĞƌ͕ � ǁŝƚŚ�
the rest of the herd split be-
ƚǁĞĞŶ� ƚǁŽ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ƉƌŽƉ-
ĞƌƟĞƐ� ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ� ƐŽƵƚŚ͘� From 
ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ� ƚŚĞǇ� ĮƌƐƚ� ĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ�
into South Africa, Elephants 
Alive had been in contact 
ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�DƉƵŵĂůĂŶŐĂ�WĂƌŬ�
ĂŶĚ�dŽƵƌŝƐŵ��ŐĞŶĐǇ�;DWd�Ϳ�
ĂŶĚ�^�EWĂƌŬƐ͕� ƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŚĂůĨ�
hourly updates on the ani-
ŵĂů Ɛ͛�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘�̂ �EWĂƌŬƐ�
ĂŶĚ�DWd��ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ďĞƐƚ� ŽƉƟŽŶ� ǁŽƵůĚ� ďĞ� ƚŽ�
capture the bulls and relo-
cated them to safety, north 
of the Kruger boundary.
  On the 10th�DĂǇ�^�EWĂƌŬƐ�
arrived and found four un-
collared bulls who were 
originally with Trailblazer. 
These they darted and load-
ĞĚ�ʹ� ƚŚĞǇ� ƚŚĞŶ� ĨŽƵŶĚ�dƌĂŝů-
blazer, darted him and load-
ed him up as well at about 
ϭϳŚϬϬ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͘� dŚĞ�
ĮǀĞ�ĞůĞƉŚĂŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚƌƵĐŬĞĚ�
to the Shingwedzi area, 
some 290km north as the 
ĐƌŽǁ�ŇŝĞƐ͊
  One bull that was wounded 
ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐ� ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚ�
was euthanised. The au-
topsy revealed that he had 
one bullet in his femur and 
one lodged in his chest cav-
ŝƚǇ�ʹ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
anyone could do for him, his 
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ� ǁĂƐ� ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ĚĞƚĞƌŝŽƌĂƟŶŐ͘�
� � dŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĮǀĞ�ďƵůůƐ͛� ůŽĐĂ-
ƟŽŶ͕� ƚŚŽƐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁĞƌĞ� ŶŽƚ�
relocated, has not been 
ĐŽŶĮƌŵĞĚ�ʹ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƌĞ-
ported that bulls have been 

seen around the Hlane Roy-
Ăů�EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ�ŝŶ��ƐǁĂƟŶŝ͘�
There is however no conclu-
sive evidence that these are 
in fact the remaining 5 bulls. 
� � dƌĂŝůďůĂǌĞƌ� ŝƐ� ƐƟůů� ŚĂŶŐ-
ing around just north of 
Shingwedzi, taking a well-
deserved break and rest-
ing there. Elephants Alive 
is not sure whether the 
other four bulls are with 
him. His tracked movement 
is now more normal. It will 
ďĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞǆƚ�
few weeks to see what his 
movements will be. 
  Could this extreme jour-
ŶĞǇ� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ� ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ�
an ancient migratory route? 
Could the elephants be 
ƚƌĂǀĞůůŝŶŐ�ŶŽƌƚŚ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�<ƌƵ-
ŐĞƌ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ� ŝŶ-
ƐƟŶĐƚ͍� dŚĞ� ĨĂĐƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
elephants were all young 
bulls could indicate that 
they may have been mov-
ing away from their breed-
ing herds. They try to get 
naturally far from their 
natal breeding herd when 
young and understand the 
lay of the land to stop in-
breeding, and to try and es-
tablish their “home ranges” 
ďĞĨŽƌĞ� ƚŚĞǇ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĮƌƐƚ�
musth cycles around 25 
years old. Elephants Alive 
has found that young bulls 
have the largest exploratory 
home ranges. Older bulls 
ĂƌĞ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĂďůĞ� ŝŶ�
their movements with the 
onset of their musth cycles. 
Younger bulls are far more 
unpredictable in search for 
space and resources. With 
no older mentoring bull 
leading the young brigade 
of bulls, it is unlikely that 

they were following an an-
cient migratory route. 
  On the Elephants Alive 
Facebook page, Dr Michelle 
Henley, CEO, Co-founder 
ĂŶĚ�WƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌ�ŽĨ�
Elephants Alive, posted a 
very thought provoking, rel-
evant comment that needs 
to be seriously considered: 
 “Trailblazer is only one of 
the many elephants who 
have undertaken this re-
markable journey across 
several countries. His satel-
lite collar allowed Elephants 
Alive a snapshot of the jour-
ney and the obstacles the 
elephants had to overcome 
to reach safety. If noth-
ing else, this journey has 
stressed the importance of 
developing wildlife corri-
dors that take into consider-
ĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝŐŚůǇ�ĨƌĂŐŵĞŶƚĞĚ�
landscapes of today. This 

is of extreme importance 
when one considers that 
more than half of the Afri-
can elephants current home 
ranges occur outside estab-
lished protected areas.
  What do we need to con-
sider? The world we have 
ůĞŌ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞŵ� ŝƐ� ƚŽŽ� ƐŵĂůů͘�
We have fragmented the 
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝƚǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ� ŽĨ�
the land they once knew. 
We have made refugees of 
so many wild species as we 
do to ourselves in war-torn 
areas. Science has taught 
us that 76% of African el-
ĞƉŚĂŶƚ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂƌĞ�
ƐƉƌĞĂĚ� ĂĐƌŽƐƐ� ŽŶĞ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
border, while 57,4% of the 
ĞůĞƉŚĂŶƚ Ɛ͛� ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ� ƌĂŶŐĞ�
occurs outside protected 
areas. It stands to reason 
then, that these challenging 
ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ŐŽ-
ing to go away. 

� � dƌĂŝůďůĂǌĞƌ� ŚĂƐ� ŇĂŐŐĞĚ�
where we need to devote 
ŽƵƌ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘�tĞ�ĂƐ� ^ŽƵƚŚ�
Africans need to lean into 
the discomfort and increase 
our tolerance towards wild-
life, if we compare how both 
the Mozambicans and Es-
ǁĂƟŶŝ� ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ� ĐŚĞĞƌĞĚ� ƚŚĞ�
group of eleven elephants 
along their journey. 
� �tĞ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ĂīŽƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƚƌƵĐŬ�
all courageous elephants 
(or any other animals for 
ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂƩĞƌͿ� ůŝŬĞ� dƌĂŝůďůĂǌĞƌ�
back to protected areas, or 
simply destroy them if they 
enter our world”.
  Our intertwined journeys 
are far from over.
Note: SANParks were con-
tacted for comment but 
clearly were constrained by 
ŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞ�ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�
result we have had no feed-
back from them as yet.  
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Trophy hunting quotas stopped by animal protection NGO – for now
Don Pinnock
Environmental Journalist

  The decision by the De-
partment of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Envi-
ronment to issue quo-
tas to trophy-hunt leop-
ards, black rhinos and 
elephants has been sus-
pended by court order. 

  The Western Cape High 
Court has blocked the is-
suing of quotas to hunt 10 
leopards, 10 black rhinos 
and 150 elephants follow-
ŝŶŐ� ĂŶ� ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ďǇ� ƚŚĞ�
Humane Society Interna-
ƟŽŶĂůͬ�ĨƌŝĐĂ͕� ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ�
ĂŐƌĞĞŝŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ� ŝŶ-
valid and unlawful.
  Final judgment will be de-
termined in a second part of 
the case, which is to follow. 
�Ƶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŶŽǁ͕�ŶŽ�ƋƵŽƚĂƐ�ŵĂǇ�
ďĞ� ŝƐƐƵĞĚ� ďǇ� �ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�
DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ��ĂƌďĂƌĂ��ƌĞĞĐǇ͘
  The court concurred with 
,^/ͬ�ĨƌŝĐĂ� ƚŚĂƚ� �ƌĞĞĐǇ Ɛ͛� ĚĞ-
ƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƩĞĚ�
to defer the 2021 quotas to 
ϮϬϮϮ͕�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ŚĂĚ�ĂƩĞŵƉƚĞĚ�ƚŽ͕�
because this was not autho-
ƌŝƐĞĚ� ƵŶĚĞƌ� ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ŽŶ�
ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƚƌĂĚĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
species, and also violated 
the common law principle 
ŽĨ�ůĞŐŝƟŵĂƚĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ͘��/ƚ�
also found that: 
x� The Department of 

&ŽƌĞƐƚƌǇ͕ �&ŝƐŚĞƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞ� �ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ� ŚĂĚ�
ĨĂŝůĞĚ� ƚŽ� ĐŽŵƉůǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�
the required public 
ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ� ĐŽŶĚŝ-
ƟŽŶƐ͖

x� The quota announce-
ment was not pub-
lished in the Govern-
ŵĞŶƚ�'ĂǌĞƩĞ͖ and

x� The minister was not 
ƉĞƌŵŝƩĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŝƐƐƵĞ� Ă�
ƋƵŽƚĂ�ĨŽƌ�ƚƌŽƉŚǇ�ŚƵŶƚ-
ing when there was 
ŶŽ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ƉƌŽŽĨ�
that such hunts would 
not be detrimental to 
the species.

��/Ŷ�ŚŝƐ�ĮŶĚŝŶŐƐ͕�:ƵĚŐĞ�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ�
Gamble pointed out that if 
the interdict was granted, 
the lives of 170 wild animals 
would be spared pending 
ƚŚĞ� ĮŶĂů� ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞ-
view. If the review was suc-
cessful but the interdict was 

not granted, the protected 
animals would have been 
killed, their rights violated 
ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ŝƌƌĞ-
ǀĞƌƐŝďůǇ�ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ͘
  If the review fails, he said, 
ƚŚĞ� ƋƵŽƚĂ� ǁŝůů� ƐƟůů� ƐƚĂŶĚ͘�
Then “the desire of the for-
ƚƵŶĂƚĞ� ĨĞǁ� ǁŚŽ� ĐĂŶ� ĂīŽƌĚ�
to hunt protected animals 
ĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀĞůǇ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�
ŽĨ� ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƚƌŽ-
ƉŚŝĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ� ŽǀĞƌƐĞĂƐ�
ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ůŽƐƚ͕�ŽŶůǇ�
ĚĞůĂǇĞĚ͘͟
� � dŚĞ�ĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ� ĨŽƌ�
,^/ͬ�ĨƌŝĐĂ͕� dŽŶǇ� 'ĞƌƌĂŶƐ͕�
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ,ŝŐŚ� �ŽƵƌƚ Ɛ͛�
ruling. It enabled the terms 
ďǇ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƚŚĞ� ƋƵŽƚĂ� ĂůůŽĐĂ-

ƟŽŶƐ� ǁĞƌĞ� ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ďĞ� ĨƵůůǇ� ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ͘� ͞tĞ� ĂƌĞ�
thankful that the High Court 
recognises that the killing of 
our threatened, vulnerable 
ĂŶĚ� ĐƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ� ĞŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĞĚ�
ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ� ĐĂŶŶŽƚ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�
ǁŚŝůĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂƩĞƌ�ŝƐ�ŚĞĂƌĚ͘͟
 What the decision means is 
ƚŚĂƚ͕�ƵŶƟů� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞǀŝĞǁ� ŝƐ�ƵŶ-
ĚĞƌƚĂŬĞŶ� ďǇ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽƵƌƚ͕� ƚŚĞ�
ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ� ŵĂǇ� ŶŽƚ� ŝƐƐƵĞ�
ĂŶǇ�ƋƵŽƚĂƐ�ƚŽ�ŚƵŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ͕� ŵĂǇ� ŶŽƚ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚ�
quotas in the Government 
'ĂǌĞƩĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚƌŽƉŚŝĞƐ.
� � /ƚ Ɛ͛� Ă� ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂďůĞ� ǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ�
ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�E'KƐ�ĮŐŚƚ-
ing for the welfare of ani-

mals in South Africa and an 
ĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚƌŽƉŚǇ�ŚƵŶƟŶŐ͘�dŚĞǇ�
point out that leopards are 
categorised as vulnerable on 
the Red List of Threatened 
Species, black rhinos are 
ĐƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ� ĞŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĞĚ� ĂŶĚ�
elephant numbers across 
Africa have plummeted. Is-
suing licences to hunt them 
is bizarre.
 South Africa is the 
ǁŽƌůĚ Ɛ͛� ƐĞĐŽŶĚ� ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�
ĞǆƉŽƌƚĞƌ� ŽĨ� ŚƵŶƟŶŐ� ƚƌŽ-
phies, accounting for 16% of 
the global total – an average 
ŽĨ�ϰ͕ϮϬϰ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ. This is 50% 
ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ͛Ɛ� ƐĞĐŽŶĚͲ
ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ� ĞǆƉŽƌƚĞƌ͕� EĂŵŝďŝĂ͕�
and more than three times 

ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĨ��ĨƌŝĐĂ͛Ɛ�ƚŚŝƌĚͲůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�
ĞǆƉŽƌƚĞƌ͕��ŝŵďĂďǁĞ.
  Between 2014 and 
ϮϬϭϴ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�ĞǆƉŽƌƚĞĚ�
574 leopard trophies (98% 
of them wild-sourced), 
1,337 elephant trophies (vir-
ƚƵĂůůǇ� Ăůů� ǁŝůĚͲƐŽƵƌĐĞĚͿ� ĂŶĚ�
21 black rhino trophies (all 
wild-sourced).
� � dŚĞ� ƚŽƉ� ĮǀĞ� ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ� Ğǆ-
ported as trophies from 
^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�ĂƌĞ�ůŝŽŶƐ�;ŵŽƐƚůǇ�
ĐĂƉƟǀĞͿ͕� ĐŚĂĐŵĂ� ďĂďŽŽŶƐ͕�
ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ� ůĞĐŚǁĞƐ� ;ĐĂƉƟǀĞ͕�
ŶŽŶͲŶĂƟǀĞͿ͕� ĐĂƌĂĐĂůƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ǀĞƌǀĞƚ� ŵŽŶŬĞǇƐ͘� DŽƐƚ� ĨŽƌ-
eign hunters come from the 
US, and the rest from Russia, 
�ĞŶŵĂƌŬ͕� �ĂŶĂĚĂ͕� DĞǆŝĐŽ͕�

'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ͕ � ,ƵŶŐĂƌǇ͕ � ^ǁĞĚĞŶ�
and France.
  According to the 2022 Good 
Governance Report deal-
ŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚƌŽƉŚǇ�ŚƵŶƟŶŐ͕� ƚŚĞ�
^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�
apparent commitment to 
ƚƌŽƉŚǇ�ŚƵŶƟŶŐ�͞ŶĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶ-
ƐŝĚĞƌƐ� ƚŚĞ� ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ� ĐŽƐƚƐ�
ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͕�
ŶŽƌ�ŝƚƐ�ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ�ĞǆƚĞƌŶĂůŝƟĞƐ͘͟ �
� � /ƚ� ĂĚĚƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁŚŝůĞ� ƚƌŽƉŚǇ�
ŚƵŶƟŶŐ�ŵĂǇ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ� ƐŽŵĞ�
ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ� ďĞŶĞĮƚ͕� ƚŚŝƐ� ŝƐ�
ŚĂƌĚůǇ� ĞŶŽƵŐŚ� ƚŽ� ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟ-
ate the overall harm that it 
does, or to promote it as a 
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵ͘
Previously published in the 
Daily Maverick.

Lions are in the top 5 species exported as trophies from South Africa                                  Photo courtesy of Canva.
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            Symbols of prophecy, vultures are being 

  

found in many parts of Af-
rica as well as the Arabian 
peninsula. In 2015, the In-
ƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� hŶŝŽŶ� ĨŽƌ� �ŽŶ-
ƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� EĂƚƵƌĞ� ƵƉĚĂƚ-
ed its status to Endangered. 
The African white-backed 
vulture, is also listed as 
once the most common and 
widespread vulture in sub-
Saharan Africa, is listed as 
�ƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ� �ŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĞĚ͕� ĚƵĞ�
to a decline of more than 
ϵϬй�ŝŶ�ŝƚƐ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�
the range over the past 35 
years.
��tŚǇ�ĚŽĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂƩĞƌ͍��Ğ-
yond the intrinsic value of 
the birds, vultures play a vi-
tal role in our ecosystems by 
ĐŽŶƐƵŵŝŶŐ� ƌŽƫŶŐ� ĐĂƌĐĂƐƐ-
es. This limits the spread of 
certain diseases and keeps 
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƐ-
ƟĐ� ƐĐĂǀĞŶŐĞƌƐ� ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ� ĨĞƌĂů�
ĚŽŐƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŚĞĐŬ͕�ƐĂŝĚ��ŽƚŚĂ͘
  He said aside from delib-
erate poisoning and poach-
ing for myth-based uses, 
vultures faced threats from 
a number of other quar-
ters. This includes indirect 
poisoning – where vultures 
consume poison intend-
ed for predators such as 
leopards and jackals – and 
ĐŽůůŝƐŝŽŶƐ� ƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐ� ŝŶ� ĞůĞĐ-
ƚƌŽĐƵƟŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�ĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐĂů�ŐĞŶ-
ĞƌĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƚƌĂŶƐŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�
structures.

DǇƐƟĮĞĚ
��^Ž�ŚŽǁ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽ-
tect these important birds 
ĨĂƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ĨĞǁ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͍
  Kelly said there had always 
been a strong presence 
ŽĨ� ǀƵůƚƵƌĞ� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶ�
<ǁĂ�ƵůƵͲEĂƚĂů͕� ďƵƚ� ƉŽŝƐŽŶ-
ing for the illegal trade in 
body parts had been an in-
ĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͘� �ŽŶƐĞƌ-
ǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵǇƐƟĮĞĚ�ďǇ�
the recent “spike” in vulture 
poisonings and were work-
ŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�
causes.
  “There is also a sense that 
ďĞƩĞƌ� ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĚĞ-
ƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�
for the increase in reported 
incidents,” said Kelly. “Over 
the last three years, we have 
recorded and responded to 
over 14 vulture poisoning 
events, most of these in the 
greater Zululand area. 
                     Cont. on page 7.

 Dominic Naidoo 
 Alexandra Howard

� �sƵůƚƵƌĞ�ďƌĂŝŶ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ǀĞǆĞƐ�
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ. Unless 
the poisoning of vultures 
ĨŽƌ� ĂůůĞŐĞĚ� ďĞůŝĞĨͲƵƐĞ� ďǇ�
ďŽŐƵƐ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ŚĞĂůĞƌƐ�
ŝƐ� ĚĞĐŝƐŝǀĞůǇ� ƚĂĐŬůĞĚ͕� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
raptors – crucial to our ecoͲ
systems – face a very unͲ
certain future.

  Peter Jean Roberts remem-
bers the grisly event all too 
well.
  It was two days before 
�ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕� ϮϬϭϵ͘� ,Ğ� ŚĂĚ�
been enjoying family holi-
ĚĂǇ� ƟŵĞ� ŝŶ� Ă� ƐǁĞůƚĞƌŝŶŐ�
<ǁĂ�ƵůƵͲEĂƚĂů� ǁŚĞŶ� Ă� ĐĂůů�
came in. It was from a prop-
erty manager on Rolling Val-
ley Ranch, between Pongola 
and Mkuze in the far north 
of the province.
  “We had responded to a 
previous incident in August 
that year on the same prop-
erty, so when I saw his name 
come up on my phone, I im-
mediately knew this wasn’t 
good,” recalled Roberts, 
who manages a wildlife 
emergency response team 
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ŽƌŐĂŶ-
ŝƐĂƟŽŶ͕�tŝůĚůŝĨĞ���d͘
  Staring into his cup of cof-
fee, Roberts relived the day. 
͞�ŽŶĮƌŵŝŶŐ� ŵǇ� ĨĞĂƌƐ͕� ƚŚĞ�
property manager told me 
he had found a poisoned Af-
rican white-backed vulture, 
again. He asked for support. 
I contacted a couple of my 
colleagues and we con-
verged on the site.”
� � ͞�ƚ� ĮƌƐƚ͕� ǁĞ� ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ĮŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�
poisoning beyond this lone 
dead bird. The vulture had 
, however, clearly been poi-
soned,” said Roberts.

 Aerial support
  “The team needed aerial 
support to sweep the area 
ƚŽ� ŚĞůƉ� ĮŶĚ� ŽƚŚĞƌ� ďŝƌĚƐ�
or the laced carcass”, said 
Roberts, referring to how 
vultures are commonly har-
vested by lacing the carcass 
of a freshly killed animal 
with poisons and highly tox-
ŝĐ�ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞƐ͘
� � �ŌĞƌ� Ă� ϰϱͲŵŝŶƵƚĞ� ƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
from the air, the poison site 
was found.
��͞ tĂŝƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ͕�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�
veld, was a snared, poison-
laced impala carcass and 15 
dead African white-backed 
vultures (Gyps africanus) 
and a lone lappet-faced vul-
ture (Torgos tracheliotos),” 
Roberts said. Most were 
concealed beneath a bush 
near the impala carcass. The 
heads and feet had been cut 
Žī�ƚŚĞ�ďŝƌĚƐ͕�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶƐ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ƐƟůů�ĨƌĞƐŚ͘
 
dŽǆŝĐ�ŵĞĂůƐ
  It was the fourth such in-
cident recorded in northern 
Zululand that year, bringing 
the total recorded number 
of vultures harvested for 
body parts in the region 
alone to 53. The actual 
number of birds killed was 
believed to be much higher 

as many incidents go unde-
tected.
  As with nearly all vulture 
poisoning incidents, no ar-
rests were ever made in the 
Rolling Valley Ranch inci-
dent.

Warnings
���ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͕�ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐ�ǁĂƌŶĞĚ�
that unless the poisoning of 
vultures for belief-use trade 
was decisively tackled, vul-
ƚƵƌĞƐ� ĨĂĐĞĚ� ĞǆƟŶĐƟŽŶ� ŶŽƚ�
ŽŶůǇ� ŝŶ� <ǁĂ�ƵůƵͲEĂƚĂů͕� ďƵƚ�
throughout Southern and 
Eastern Africa.
  And it looks like things 
ŵĂǇ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŐŽƩĞŶ� ǁŽƌƐĞ͘�
dŚĞ� �ŽǀŝĚͲϭϵ� ůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶƐ͕�
ĐŽŵŝŶŐ� ĂŌĞƌ� ǇĞĂƌƐ� ŽĨ� ŚŝŐŚ�
unemployment and a stag-
nant economy, have pushed 
people to seek new sources 
of income. This includes 
poaching wildlife to be sold 
for belief-use, with some 
people convinced that 
ĂŶŝŵĂůͲďĂƐĞĚ� ĐŽŶĐŽĐƟŽŶƐ�
could keep them safe from 
ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƟŶŐ��ŽǀŝĚͲϭϵ͘
  While the killing of vultures 
is not part of this recent 
ƚƌĞŶĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�
on the wall for these raptors 
ĨŽƌ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟŵĞ͘�^ŽŵĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
believe they possess psychic 
power. This has led to false 
beliefs that muthi made 
from vulture brains could, 
for example, help you win 
ƚŚĞ�ůŽƩĞƌǇ͘

False beliefs
  According to a study in a 
peer-reviewed paper by 
ecologist Mbali Mashele, 
ǀƵůƚƵƌĞƐ� ƉůĂǇ� Ă� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�
ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�
and occult beliefs of various 
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ��ĨƌŝĐĂ͘�DďĂ-
li and her team interviewed 
ϱϭ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ŚĞĂůĞƌƐ� ĂŶĚ�
197 other people in nine vil-
ůĂŐĞƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� �ƵƐŚďƵĐŬƌŝĚŐĞ�
Local Municipality, near 
protected areas including 
Greater Kruger. They found 
that vulture body parts 
were commonly used by 
people hoping to see into 
the future, appease their 
ancestors, for good luck and 
to cure illnesses.

  And a September 2020 
scholarly paper highlighted 
that vulture poisoning was 
rife in the Great Limpopo 
dƌĂŶƐĨƌŽŶƟĞƌ� �ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
Area, a vast area spanning 
ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƉĂƌŬƐ� ;ŶŽƚĂďůǇ� ƚŚĞ�
Kruger) and private and 
communally-owned land in 
South Africa, Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe.
  The paper, published in the 
journal of Global Ecology 
ĂŶĚ� �ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͕� ŶŽƚĞĚ� Ă�
ƐƉŝŬĞ� ŝŶ� ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶĂů� ǀƵůƚƵƌĞ�
poisoning and poaching. 
͞�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ� ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�
that a number of vulture 
ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĞĐŽƐǇƐ-
ƚĞŵƐ� ĂƌĞ� ďĞŝŶŐ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵĂƟ-
cally targeted by poisoning 
ǁŝƚŚ� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�
ĞīĞĐƚƐ� ŽŶ� ŚƵŵĂŶ͕� ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�
and ecosystem health,” said 
Meredith Gore, an associate 
ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�
of Maryland, and her co-
authors.

Worrying
  A couple of years ear-
ůŝĞƌ͕ � ŝŶ� ϮϬϭϴ͕� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
ŐƌŽƵƉ� �ŝƌĚ>ŝĨĞ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �Ĩ-
rica warned of widespread 
threats to raptors. In its 
“State of South Africa’s 
�ŝƌĚƐ͟� ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕� ŝƚ� ůŝƐƚĞĚ� ϮϮ�
raptor species of the 80 
known in the country, as ei-
ƚŚĞƌ�dŚƌĞĂƚĞŶĞĚ�Žƌ��ƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ�
Endangered. These include 
ƚŚĞ� ďĞĂƌĚĞĚ� ǀƵůƚƵƌĞ͕� �ĂƉĞ�
vulture, hooded vulture, 
African white-backed vul-
ture and the white-headed 
vulture.
�ŝƌĚ>ŝĨĞ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ� ŶŽƚĞĚ�
a worrying decline in scav-
enger raptors and vultures, 
not only in South Africa but 
ŝŶ��ĞŶƚƌĂů͕�tĞƐƚ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƐƚ��Ĩ-
rica too.
� ��ŶĚƌĞ��ŽƚŚĂ͕�ƚŚĞ�sƵůƚƵƌĞƐ�
for Africa programme man-
ager at the Endangered 
Wildlife Trust said an on-
going aerial survey in the 
<ƌƵŐĞƌ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� WĂƌŬ� ŚĂĚ�
revealed a considerable de-
ĐůŝŶĞ� ŝŶ� ĂĐƟǀĞ� ŶĞƐƚƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
lappet-faced vulture in the 
park since 2015.
�ŽƚŚĂ� ƐĂŝĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�

decline in numbers of lap-
pet-faced vultures in two 
areas surveyed in 2020 was 
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐ͘
  Then, late last year, Wildlife 
��d� ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ůĂƉ-
pet-faced vulture was well 
on its way to disappearing 
ĨƌŽŵ� <ǁĂ�ƵůƵͲEĂƚĂů� ƐŬŝĞƐ͘�
dŚĞ� ŶŽƚͲĨŽƌͲƉƌŽĮƚ� ƐĂŝĚ� ƚŚĂƚ�
an aerial and ground survey 
ŝƚ�ĚŝĚ�ŝŶ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝŶĐŝĂů� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ĂƵ-
ƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͕ ��ǌĞŵǀĞůŽ�<�E�tŝůĚ-
life, noted an alarming de-
ĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ŶĞƐƚƐ�ʹ�ĨƌŽŵ�
15 in 2020 to four in 2021.

WĂƌĞŶƚ�ďŝƌĚƐ
��tŝůĚůŝĨĞ���d�ĂŶĚ��ǌĞŵǀĞůŽ�
detailed how a Zululand 
Vulture Project team fol-
lowed up on the poisoning 
of a lappet-faced vulture in 
ƚŚĞ� ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͛� ŶŽƌƚŚ͕� ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ� ŶĞĂƌĞƐƚ� ŬŶŽǁŶ� ĂĐƟǀĞ�
nest. “Sadly, a young vulture 
was found dead in the nest, 
suspected to have died 
ĨƌŽŵ� ƐƚĂƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ĚƵĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
possible death of the par-
ĞŶƚ�ďŝƌĚƐ͕͟ �ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ�
said in a statement.
  The nest belonged to a vul-
ture that had been ringed 
and tagged as a chick in 
ϮϬϭϲ�ĂŶĚ�ĮƩĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŐůŽď-
Ăů� ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶŝŶŐ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ� ;'W^Ϳ�
tracking unit in May 2020. 

Vultures only start breed-
ŝŶŐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ� ĮǀĞ� ƐŽ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ� ŝƚƐ�ĮƌƐƚ�
ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ĂƩĞŵƉƚ͘� ͞dŚŝƐ� ŝŶ-
dividual’s GPS unit dropped 
Žī�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŝĚ�ŝŶ�ĞĂƌůǇ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�
and the bird has not been 
ƐĞĞŶ� ĂŐĂŝŶ͕͟ � ƐĂŝĚ� �ŚƌŝƐ� <Ğů-
ly, a founding member of 
tŝůĚůŝĨĞ���d�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�
ŽĨ� ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘� ͞/ƚ�
is possible that the single 
remaining parent was at-
ƚĞŵƉƟŶŐ� ƚŽ� ƌĞĂƌ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŚŝĐŬ�
ƵŶƟů� ŝƚ� ƚŽŽ�ƐƵĐĐƵŵďĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ă�
poisoning event.”

�ŚŝĐŬƐ�ŽŶ�ƐĂƚĞůůŝƚĞ
  Four lappet chicks from 
other nests in Zululand have 
ƐŝŶĐĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĮƩĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚƌĂĐŬ-
ing units. The lightweight, 
solar-powered units let re-
searchers monitor the birds’ 
movements when they are 
ready to leave the nest, pro-
ǀŝĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ-
ing of the birds’ dispersal 
ƌĂŶŐĞ͕� ŚĂďŝƚĂƚ� ƵƐĞ͕� ŇŝŐŚƚ�
paths and the threats they 
face. The units also help 
teams to respond quicker if 
abnormal movements are 
detected.

Intrinsic value
  The lappet-faced vulture – 
ŶĂŵĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůĚƐ�ŽĨ�ŇĞƐŚ�
on its bald, pink head – is 

),*+7,1*�72�6859,9(����,Q�WKLV�GURQH�SKRWR��DQ�$IULFDQ�ZKLWH�EDFNHG�YXOWXUH�FKLFN�WDNHV�LWV�ÀUVW�
steps in its journey to leave its nest.                                                       Photo courtesy Wildlife Act.

&$68$/7<�� 7KH� ¿UVW� GHDG�$IULFDQ�:KLWH�%DFNHG� YXOWXUH� GLVFRYHUHG� E\� WKH�:LOG�
OLIH�$&7� WHDP� LQ�'HFHPEHU� ����� KDG� D� IXOO� WKURDW� DQG� FURS�� LQGLFDWLQJ� LW�ZDV� VWLOO�
SURFHVVLQJ� WKH� SRLVRQHG� PHDW� DQG� PD\� KDYH� EHHQ� UHJXUJLWDWLQJ� ZKHQ� LW� GLHG��
3LFWXUH��'DQL�7KHURQ��:LOGOLIH�$&7
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targeted by charlatans and criminals 

Cont. from page 6.

 More than 200 vultures 
died in those incidents, but 
many more were saved due 
ƚŽ� ĞĂƌůǇ� ĚĞƚĞĐƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƐŝƚĞ�
ĚĞĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘� �� ĨĞǁ�
were saved and released 
ďĂĐŬ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝůĚ͘͟

Few arrests
  What about catching and 
punishing vulture poach-
ĞƌƐ͍�tŚǇ� ĂƌĞ� ƚŚĞƌĞ� ƐŽ� ĨĞǁ�
ĂƌƌĞƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶǀŝĐƟŽŶƐ͍
<ǁĂ�ƵůƵͲEĂƚĂů�^�W^�ƐƉŽŬĞƐ-
person Lieutenant Colonel 
Nqobile Gwala said among 
ƚŚĞ� ĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ� ƉŽůŝĐĞ� ĨĂĐĞĚ�
ǁĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĨĂĐƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƉŽĂĐŚĞƌƐ�
were embedded in the com-
ŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕� ƐŽ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ǁĞƌĞ�
ŽŌĞŶ� ƌĞůƵĐƚĂŶƚ� ƚŽ� ƐŚĂƌĞ� ŝŶ-
ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ͘
� � ͞WŽƚĞŶƟĂů� ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞƐ� ĂƌĞ�
ĂĨƌĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ� ƚŽ� ƚĞƐƟĨǇ� ĂƐ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ĨĞĂƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ͕͟ �ƐŚĞ�
ƐĂŝĚ͘
  While rhino poaching cases 
ĂƌĞ� ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽůŝĐĞ�
Organised Crime Unit, vul-
ture poisonings are most 
ĐŽŵŵŽŶůǇ� ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞĚ� ďǇ�
ƉŽůŝĐĞ� ^ƚŽĐŬ� dŚĞŌ� hŶŝƚƐ�
which already have their 
ŚĂŶĚƐ� ĨƵůů� ĚĞĂůŝŶŐ� ǁŝƚŚ� Ă�
ĚĞůƵŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƩůĞ�ƚŚĞŌ�ĐĂƐĞƐ͘�
dŚĞǇ� ĂƌĞ� ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ� ĂƐƐŝƐƚ-
ĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�^�W^��ŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĞĚ�
Species Unit, provincial con-
ƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ďŽĚŝĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ^�EWĂƌŬƐ͕� ĚĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�
on where the incident took 
ƉůĂĐĞ͘
KŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŽŶ� ƉƌŽ-
cedures, Roberts said an 
ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŶŐ� ŽĸĐĞƌ� ǁŽƵůĚ�
usually visit a crime scene 
ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ĨŽƌĞŶƐŝĐ�ŽĸĐĞƌ͘ �dŚĞǇ�
take photographs, bag sam-
ƉůĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ůĂď� ĨŽƌ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ŐĞƚ� ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ĮƌƐƚ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ǁŝƚ-
ŶĞƐƐĞƐ͘��ůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�
ƚŽ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵŝůĚ�Ă�ĐĂƐĞ͘
���Ƶƚ�ŚŽǁ�ŽŌĞŶ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�
ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ďƵŝůĚ� ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚůǇ�
strong cases that led to suc-
ĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ƉƌŽƐĞĐƵƟŽŶƐ͍
  
�ŽŶǀŝĐƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞ
� � dŚĞ� <�E� ^ƚŽĐŬ� dŚĞŌ�hŶŝƚ�
ĐŽŶĮƌŵĞĚ� ŝƚ� ŚĂĚ� ŚĂŶĚůĞĚ�

six vulture poisoning cases 
in the past three years: one 
ŝŶ� ϮϬϮϬ� ŝŶ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ĨŽƵƌ� ǀƵů-
ƚƵƌĞƐ� ĐĂƌĐĂƐƐĞƐ� ĨŽƵŶĚ͕� ƚǁŽ�
in 2021 (21 vulture carcass-
es) and three poisoning inci-
ĚĞŶƚƐ�ƐŽ� ĨĂƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ� ;ƚŽƚĂů�
ŽĨ� ϵϳ� ĐĂƌĐĂƐƐĞƐ� ĨŽƵŶĚͿ͘� /Ŷ-
ǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŽŶƐ� ƌĞƐƵůƚĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ĂƌƌĞƐƚ� ŽĨ� ĨŽƵƌ� ƐƵƐƉĞĐƚƐ� ŝŶ�
2021, but only one convic-
ƟŽŶ� ǁŝƚŚ� ĂŶ� ĂĐĐƵƐĞĚ� ĮŶĞĚ�
ZϮϬϬϬ͘
� � �ĞĨŽƌĞ� ƚŚŝƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� ŽŶůǇ� ƐƵĐ-
ĐĞƐƐĨƵů� ƉƌŽƐĞĐƵƟŽŶ� ŝŶ� �Ƶ-
ůƵůĂŶĚ� ǁĂƐ� ŽĨ� ƚǁŽ� ƉĞƌƉĞ-
trators back in 2011, said 
�ŽƚŚĂ͘��ŶĚ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�
cases go by undetected, the 
ĂĐƚƵĂů� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŽĨ� ǀƵůƚƵƌĞ�
poisoning incidents and to-
ƚĂů�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ǀƵůƚƵƌĞƐ�ŬŝůůĞĚ�
ŝƐ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĨĂƌ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ͕ �
ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͘
� � �ƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ� ŽĨ� ŐŽŝŶŐ� ƚŽ�
ƉƌĞƐƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� WƌŽƐ-
ĞĐƵƟŶŐ� �ƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ� ŚĂĚ� ŶŽƚ�
responded to queries on 
the number and outcome 
ŽĨ�ǀƵůƚƵƌĞ�ƉŽŝƐŽŶŝŶŐ�ĐĂƐĞƐ�ŝƚ�
ŚĂƐ�ŚĂŶĚůĞĚ͘
� � ZĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞĂůŝ-
ƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŵƉůĞǆ�
ĂŶĚ� ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ͘� �ŝƐĐůŽƐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
bizarre myths and legends 
ƚŚĂƚ�ĨƵĞů�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�
unintended consequences, 
ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
ĚĞŵĂŶĚ� ĨŽƌ� ǀƵůƚƵƌĞ� ďƌĂŝŶƐ͕�
ĞǇĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞĞƚ͘�̂ ŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ͕ �ĐŽŶ-
ƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ� ŽŌĞŶ� ĐĂƵƟŽŶ�
journalists against report-
ŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝĐĞƐ�ĨĞƚĐŚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
vulture and other wild ani-
mal body parts, lest it leads 
ƚŽ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ͘
  Myths
� ��ŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƉƵ-
ůĂƌ� ƚĞƌŵ͕�ŵƵƚŚŝ͕� ĨŽƌ� ĂŶŝŵĂů�
ďĂƐĞĚ� ĐŽŶĐŽĐƟŽŶƐ� ŝƐ� ĐŽŶ-
ƚĞŶƟŽƵƐ͘� DƵƚŚŝ� ƌĞĨĞƌƐ� ƚŽ�
herbal medicine prescribed 
ďǇ� ĂŶ� ŝŶǇĂŶŐĂ� ;ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
ŚĞĂůĞƌͿ͕� ƐŽ�ďĞůŝĞĨͲƵƐĞ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ� ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
day when it comes to the 
ƚƌĂĚĞ�ŝŶ�ǁŝůĚ�ĂŶŝŵĂů�ƉĂƌƚƐ͘
  However you choose to 
ƉŚƌĂƐĞ� ŝƚ� ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͕� ƚŚĞ� ĨĂĐƚ�
ƌĞŵĂŝŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�ůŽƌĞ�
vultures are credited with 
supernatural powers – and 
how best to address this has 
ŐŽƚ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ�ǀĞǆĞĚ͘

� ��ŵŽƐ�<ĂĨĞƌĂ͕�Ă� ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŚĞĂůĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ��ŝŵ-
babwe says that the vulture 
(Gora, in Shona language) 
ŝƐ� ǁŝĚĞůǇ� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� ŝƚƐ�
ƉŽǁĞƌƐ� ŽĨ� ƉƌŽƉŚĞĐǇ͘� �Ƶƚ�
people who knew how to 
ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌĨƵů�ŵĞĚŝ-
cines had long passed on, 
ƐĂǇƐ� <ĂĨĞƌĂ͘� ͞dŚĞƐĞ� ĚĂǇƐ�
people are killing vultures 
ŝŶĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƚĞůǇ͘� tĞ� ĚŽ�
ŶŽƚ� ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ� ŝƚ͘� dŚĞ� ďŝƌĚ�
ƐŚŽƵůĚ� ŶŽƚ� ďĞ� ŬŝůůĞĚ͕͟ � ŚĞ�
ƐĂǇƐ͘
� � �� ƐƉŽŬĞƐƉĞƌƐŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ĨŽƌ-
ŵĞƌ�ĐŚĂŝƌŵĂŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�<ǁĂ�Ƶ-
ůƵͲEĂƚĂů� dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ,ĞĂůĞƌƐ�
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ͕� ^Ăǌŝ� DŚůŽŶŐŽ͕�
ĂŐƌĞĞĚ͘
  He dismissed myths that 
consuming, smoking or in-
ŚĂůŝŶŐ� ŵƵƚŚŝ� ĚĞƌŝǀĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ�
dried-out vulture brains 
could improve odds when 
ŐĂŵďůŝŶŐ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽƩĞƌǇ͕ � ŝŶ�
placing sport bets, or pre-
ƉĂƌŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ� ĞǆĂŵƐ͘� ,Ğ� ĂůƐŽ�
ƐĐŽīĞĚ� Ăƚ� ĐůĂŝŵƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǀƵů-
tures’ eyes can be used to 
ƐĞĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�Žƌ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�
to improve eyesight; their 
ďĞĂŬƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĨĞĞƚ� ƚŽ� ŚĞĂů� ĨƌĂĐƚƵƌĞĚ�
bones or make a person run 
ĨĂƐƚĞƌ͘

Bogus
� �͞dŚĞƐĞ�ĨĂůƐĞ�ďĞůŝĞĨƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ� ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĂů� ƵƐĞ� ŽĨ� ǀƵů-
tures are caused and per-
petuated by people who do 
ŶŽƚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĞŶŽƵŐŚ� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂ-
ƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĞĚŝ-
ĐŝŶĞ͕͟ �ƐĂŝĚ�DŚůŽŶŐŽ͘
� � �͟ŶĚ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ŚĞĂůĞƌƐ�
ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟ-
ƟŽŶĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƋƵŝĐŬ�
ĐĂƐŚ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ� ƚŽ� ŵŝƐůĞĂĚ�
people by convincing them 
that killing a vulture or us-
ing the bird’s parts will cre-
ĂƚĞ�ǁĞĂůƚŚ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞŵ͕͟ � ĂĚĚƐ�
DŚůŽŶŐŽ͘� ͞dŚĞǇ� ĂƌĞ� ďŽŐƵƐ�
ŝŶǇĂŶŐĂƐ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ĂƌĞ� ƐĞŶƐĞ-
ůĞƐƐ� ŬŝůůŝŶŐƐ� ŽĨ� Ă� ďŝƌĚ� ǁŝƚŚ�
ŶŽ�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Žƌ�
ŚĞĂůŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ͘͟

Livelihoods
��,Ğ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵŶƟů�ƉĞŽ-
ple who live near protected 
ĂƌĞĂƐ� ǁĞƌĞ� ďĞƩĞƌ� Žī� Žƌ�
were provided with other 

ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�ůŝǀ-
ing, it would be hard to stem 
ƚŚĞ�ŝůůĞŐĂů�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�ƚƌĂĚĞ͘
� � �ŶĚ� ĨŽƌ� ĂƐ� ůŽŶŐ� ĂƐ�ŵǇƚŚƐ�
about vultures’ supernatu-
ral powers were believed, 
they would be harvested 
ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ďŽĚǇ� ƉĂƌƚƐ͕� ƐĂŝĚ�
DŚůŽŶŐŽ͘
��,Ğ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽƌŵĂů�ƌĞĐŽŐ-
ŶŝƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ůĞĂĚ-
ers could help save vulture 
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͘
  “We are the people who 
ĐĂŶ� ŚĞůƉ� ĚĞŵǇƐƟĨǇ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ŵǇƚŚƐ� ŝŶ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕͟ �
ƐĂŝĚ�DŚůŽŶŐŽ͘
��^Ž͕�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ůĞĂĚ-
ĞƌƐ͕�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŚĞĂůĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞ� ƵƐĞƌƐ� ŽĨ�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�ŵƵƚŚŝ�
ĐŽŶĐŽĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�
other? Not enough, said 
�ŽƚŚĂ͘
  
Engagements
��͞/Ŷ�ŵǇ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͕�ĞŶŐĂŐĞ-
ŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŚĞĂů-
Ğƌ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ� ŝŶ� ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ� ŝŶ-
ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƌŝƐŬƐ�
ƚŽ� ŚƵŵĂŶ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƵŵƉƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƉŽŝƐŽŶĞĚ�
vulture and other animal 
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ͕� ďƵƚ� ŵŽƌĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ŝƐ� ŶĞĞĚĞĚ� ŽŶ� Ă� ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ�
ďĂƐŝƐ͕͟ �ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͘
� � �ŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐůǇ͕ � ǁŚĞŶ�
Mashele and her team did 
their research in the Bush-
buckridge area, the tradi-
ƟŽŶĂů� ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ� ƚŚĞǇ� ŝŶƚĞƌ-
viewed expressed concern 
ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĨĂƚĞ� ŽĨ� ǀƵůƚƵƌĞƐ�
and how this decline would 
ĂīĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂ-
ĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͘
  “Contrary to what was pre-
viously thought, vultures 
are indeed used in tradi-
ƟŽŶĂů� ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ� ĐůŽƐĞ� ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ� <ƌƵŐĞƌ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� WĂƌŬ͕͟ �
ǁƌŽƚĞ� DĂƐŚĞůĞ͘� ^ŚĞ� Ğǆ-

pressed concern about the 
ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƌŝƐŬƐ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ĨĂĐĞĚ�
ĨƌŽŵ� ĐŽŶƐƵŵŝŶŐ� ĐŽŶĐŽĐ-
ƟŽŶƐ� ŵĂĚĞ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƉŽŝƐŽŶĞĚ�
ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ͘
� � ͞tĞ� ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ� ĞŶĐŽƵƌ-
ĂŐĞ� ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
human healthcare compo-
ŶĞŶƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ�
ƚŽ� ĐƌĞĂƚĞ� ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ͕͟ � ƐĂŝĚ�
DĂƐŚĞůĞ͘

Diseases
  Given the vital role vul-
tures play, cleaning up car-
casses and other organic 
ǁĂƐƚĞ͕� ƚŚĞ� �ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ�
&ŽƌĞƐƚƌǇ͕� &ŝƐŚĞƌŝĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� �Ŷ-
ǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��īĂŝƌƐ�ǁĂƌŶĞĚ�
that the decline in vulture 
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ĐŽƵůĚ� ĐŽŶƚƌŝď-
ƵƚĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƉƌĞĂĚ� ŽĨ� ĚŝƐ-
eases among wild and do-
ŵĞƐƟĐ� ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ� ĂƐ� ǁĞůů� ĂƐ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘
��dŚĞ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ĐŚŝĞĨ�Ěŝ-
ƌĞĐƚŽƌ� ŽĨ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�
�ůďŝ�DŽĚŝƐĞ͕�ĂůƐŽ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ�
concern about the environ-
ŵĞŶƚĂů� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽŝ-
son-laced animal carcasses 
ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ŭŝůů�ǀƵůƚƵƌĞƐ͘
��,Ğ�ƐĂŝĚ�Ă�EĂƟŽŶĂů�sƵůƚƵƌĞ�
Task Force was established 
ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϵ͕� ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞ-
ǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ďŝŽĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�
ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ� ƉůĂŶ� ĨŽƌ� ǀƵů-
ƚƵƌĞƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� Ă� ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ǁŝůĚ-
ůŝĨĞ� ƉŽŝƐŽŶŝŶŐ� ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͘
  The working group, he 
said, had been making 
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ� ƚŽ� ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�
ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ǁĞƌĞ�
ƐĂĨĞŐƵĂƌĚĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƉŽŝƐŽŶ-
ous substances “through 
ƚŚĞ� ƐĂĨĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�
import, sale, storage, use 
ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ŽĨ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�
ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ� ƚŽ� ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�ŝůůĞŐĂů�ƵƐĞ͘͟

On alert
� � /Ŷ� ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶƟŵĞ͕�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ�
and his colleagues are on 
ƉĞƌƉĞƚƵĂů� ĂůĞƌƚ͕� ĂǁĂŝƟŶŐ�
summons to scenes similar 
to those they witnessed at 
ZŽůůŝŶŐ�sĂůůĞǇ�ZĂŶĐŚ�ŽŶ��Ğ-
ĐĞŵďĞƌ� Ϯϯ͕� ϮϬϭϵ͘� ͞/ƚ Ɛ͛� ŶŽƚ�
Ă� ĐĂƐĞ� ŽĨ� ǁŝůů� ǁĞ� ŐĞƚ� ƐƵĐŚ�
Ă� ĐĂůů͕� ďƵƚ�ǁŚĞŶ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ǁŚĞƌĞ͍͟�ŵƵƐĞĚ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ͘
� � �Ǉ� ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƵŶ� ŚĂĚ�
set on that sweltering day, 
ZŽďĞƌƚƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� tŝůĚůŝĨĞ�
��d� ƚĞĂŵ� ŚĂĚ� ŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚ� Ăůů�
ƚŚĂƚ� ƌĞŵĂŝŶĞĚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚŽƐĞ� ϭϲ�
ǀƵůƚƵƌĞƐ� ŝŶƚŽ� Ă� ƐŝŶŐůĞ͕� ůŝĨĞ-
ůĞƐƐ�ŚĞĂƉ͘
  “But there was more to be 
ĚŽŶĞ͕͟ �ŚĞ�ƌĞĐĂůůĞĚ͘�dŚĞ�ƉŽŝ-
son that killed the vultures 
ŚĂĚ� ƚŽ� ďĞ� ƌĞŵŽǀĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ�
the natural system to pro-
ƚĞĐƚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ďŝƌĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ͘�
“We set the remains alight 
and watched the carcasses 
ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ĐƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ� ĞŶĚĂŶ-
gered birds disintegrate into 
ĂƐŚ͘͟ � � ʹ� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ƌĞƉŽƌƚ-
ŝŶŐ͕�EŽŵĨƵŶĚŽ�yŽůŽ͕� dƵůĂŶŝ�
EŐǁĞŶǇĂ�ĂŶĚ�&ƌĞĚ�<ŽĐŬŽƩ͘

  Dominic Naidoo is a free-
lance environmental jour-
nalist. Alexandra Howard 
ŝƐ� Ă� ǌŽŽůŽŐŝƐƚ� ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ĮŶĚŝŶŐ� ƉĞŽƉůĞͲŽƌŝĞŶƚĞĚ� ƐŽ-
ůƵƟŽŶƐ� ƚŽ� ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ� ƚƌĂĸĐŬ-
ŝŶŐ͘� dŚŝƐ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ� ƐƚŽ-
ƌǇ͕� ĮƌƐƚ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ďǇ� �ĂŝůǇ�
DĂǀĞƌŝĐŬ͕� ĂƌŝƐĞƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ�
Khetha Journalism Project. 
Supported by USAID and de-
veloped by WWF-SA WESSA 
and Roving Reporters, the 
project explores the broader 
ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�ŽĨ�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�ƚƌĂĸĐŬŝŶŐ�
and examines ways to coun-
ƚĞƌ� ŝƚƐ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�
in and around the Greater  
<ƌƵŐĞƌ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ͘

At least 87 critically endangered vultures died after consuming the poison-
laced carcass of a poached elephant in Mbabashene, Mozambique, in early 
2018. The Endangered Wildlife Trust reported that some of the dead vultures 
were mutilated, suggesting they had been killed for parts in the belief-use trade. 
                                          Picture courtesy: André Botha, Endangered Wildlife Trust

This African White-backed vulture was among the six-
teen vulture carcasses incinerated at Rolling  Valley 
ranch to remove the fast-acting poison from the envi-
ronment (above).                 Photo courtesy Wildlife Act.

Traditional healer, Amos Kafera (left).  Photo: Supplied
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Why do impalas 
make such a noise 
and ‘roar’? 
  In late summer to early 
ĂƵƚƵŵŶ�ŽŶĞ� ĐĂŶ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŚĞĂƌ�
ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞ� ŐƵƩƵƌĂů� ͚ƌŽĂƌŝŶŐ͛�
sounds in the bush that in-
variably get mistaken for 
predator sounds. It is in fact 
the sound made by domi-
nant impala males during the 
ƌƵƚ�Žƌ�ŵĂƟŶŐ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͘
  
  The roar is unique among 
our antelope, and probably 
evolved as a vocal means of 
ĂĚǀĞƌƟƐŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶƟŵŝĚĂƚ-
ŝŶŐ� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů� ƌŝǀĂůƐ� ƐŽ� ĂƐ� ƚŽ�
reduce physical encounters. 
For a species as numerous as 
impala, the energy saving for 
the male is, therefore, self-
explanatory.

  During the rut these males 
become distracted from feed-
ŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĞŶĞƌŐĞƟĐĂůůǇ� ĐŚĂƐĞ�
Žī�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ŵĂůĞƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ�
females vigorously with necks 
outstretched, heads held low 
and mouths open while emit-
ƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�͚ƌŽĂƌ͛͘ �dŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�
all day and into the night – es-
pecially moonlit nights. The 
ƌŽĂƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚ�
ďǇ� ůŽƵĚ� ƐŶŽƌƟŶŐ�ǁŚĞŶ� Ăŝƌ� ŝƐ�
expelled so violently from the 
nasal cavity that it causes the 
nasal membranes to resonate 
(this is also used as an alarm 
signal). Because so much 
energy is spent on these ac-
ƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞ�ŵĂůĞ� ƐŽŽŶ� ůŽƐĞƐ�
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ŝƐ� ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞĚ�

by younger males from the 
bachelor groups. This process 
ŵĂǇ�ƌĞƉĞĂƚ�ŝƚƐĞůĨ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ƟŵĞƐ�
during the rut of about eight 
ǁĞĞŬƐ͕�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ŝŶŇƵǆ�
of genes into the breeding 
pool. When chased by makes 
during the rut – and occasion-
ĂůůǇ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
year – females will some-
ƟŵĞƐ� ďŽƵŶĚ� ŚŝŐŚ� ŝŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
Ăŝƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƉŽŶ�ůĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǁŝůů�ŇŝĐŬ�
the hind legs up high (almost 
ǀĞƌƟĐĂůůǇͿ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐƚĂĐƵůĂƌ�ĚŝƐ-
play. The reason for this is un-
clear. Great excitement within 
the herd, even running across 
roads, can also be a catalyst 
for this behaviour, referred to 
as high-leg gait.

  The conspicuous big, black, 
furry blotches just above the 
hind hooves of impala en-
close what is called a meta-
tarsal gland, unique to im-
pala. 

� � dŚĞ� ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ� ŐůĂŶĚ�
has not yet been determined 
beyond doubt, but it is rea-
sonable to assume that it 
ƉůĂǇƐ�Ă�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŶŐ�
an olfactory (scent) signal to 
other members of the herd, 
which could serve a variety of 
ƐŽĐŝĂů�Žƌ�ĚĞĨĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ͘
  Because impalas are among 
the most common antelope, 
they are preyed upon by a 
wide variety of predators, and 

therefore have good reason 
ƚŽ� ďĞ� ƐŬŝƫƐŚ͘� �ƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐůŝŐŚƚ-
est disturbance they explode 
ŝŶ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ďŽƵŶĚ�ĂǁĂǇ�ʹ �Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�
way of confusing predators. 
The metatarsal gland releases 
a sweet pheromone scent 
when they run or jump, and 
this could conceivably allow 
them to follow one another 
Žƌ�ƌĞŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
dispersed. This is a very good 
ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ-
ůǇ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƵƐĞĚ� ŝŶ� ĐŽŶũƵŶĐƟŽŶ�
with the white tail that might 
ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ� ƚƌŝŐŐĞƌ�Ă� ͚ĨŽůůŽǁ�ŵĞ͛�
ƌĞĂĐƟŽŶ� ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƚĂŝů� ŝƐ�
so conspicuous. Because the 
scent is secreted by muscu-

ůĂƌ� ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�
ŐůĂŶĚƐ͕� ƚŚĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�
is more suited to the hind 
legs that strenuously propel 
the animal, and this could 
account for the lack of these 
glands on the forelegs.

  An excerpt from ‘Beat about 
the Bush – Mammals and 
Birds’ by Trevor Carnaby, 
Published by Jacana Media,      
^ĞĐŽŶĚ��ĚŝƟŽŶ�ƌĞƉƌŝŶƚ�ϮϬϭϴ͘
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The June Solstice 

Solstice comes from the Latin words sol, meaning Sun and sistere, meaning to 
come to a stop or stand still.                                                      Image courtesy of Canva

Edited version as a collaboͲ
ƌĂƟŽŶ�ďǇ�sŝŐĚŝƐ�,ŽĐŬĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�
Aparna Kher, ǁǁǁ͘ƟŵĞͲ
ĂŶĚĚĂƚĞ͘ĐŽŵ and other refͲ
ĞƌĞŶĐĞĚ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů͘
  
  dŚĞ� :ƵŶĞ� ^ŽůƐƟĐĞ� ŝƐ� ǁĞů-
comed every year around  
:ƵŶĞ� Ϯϭ͘� ^ŽůƐƟĐĞ� ĐŽŵĞƐ�
ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� >ĂƟŶ� ǁŽƌĚƐ� ƐŽů͕�
meaning Sun and sistere, 
meaning to come to a stop 
Žƌ�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ƐƟůů͘
� � dŚŝƐ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĮƌƐƚ� ĚĂǇ�
of winter in the Southern 
Hemisphere (Winter sol-
ƐƟĐĞͿ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĮƌƐƚ� ĚĂǇ� ŽĨ�
summer in the Northern 
Hemisphere (Summer Sol-
ƐƟĐĞͿ͘� KŶ� ƚŚŝƐ� ĚĂǇ� ƚŚĞ� ^ƵŶ�
reaches its northernmost 
ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŬǇ͘ �/Ŷ�ϮϬϮϮ͕�
this will happen on June 
Ϯϭst�Ăƚ�ĞǆĂĐƚůǇ�Ϭϵ͗ϭϯ��ŽŽƌĚŝ-
ŶĂƚĞĚ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů� dŝŵĞ� ;hd�Ϳ�
Žƌ� ϭϭ͗ϭϯ� ^�� ƟŵĞ͘� �ƚ� ƚŚĂƚ�
moment, its zenith does not 
move north or south as dur-
ing most other days of the 
ǇĞĂƌ͘ �KŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚĂǇ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵŶ� ŝƐ�
directly above the Tropic of 
�ĂŶĐĞƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƐůŽǁůǇ�ƐƚĂƌƚƐ�ŝƚƐ�
journey southwards. 
  The Earth will also be at 
its aphelion (farthest from 
ƚŚĞ� ^ƵŶͿ� Ă� ĨĞǁ�ǁĞĞŬƐ� ĂŌĞƌ�
ƚŚĞ�:ƵŶĞ�ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ͘�dŚĞ��ĂƌƚŚ�
is closest to the Sun, at its 
perihelion, about two weeks 
ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ͘�
dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ǇĞĂƌůǇ�ŽĐ-
currence - the days start get-
ƟŶŐ� ůŽŶŐĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŶŝŐŚƚƐ�
shorter in the Southern 

Hemisphere, and quite the 
opposite in the Northern 
Hemisphere where the days 
get shorter and the nights 
longer.
��dŚĞ�:ƵŶĞ�ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�
day of the year within the 
�ŶƚĂƌĐƟĐ��ŝƌĐůĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�
ĂƌĞ� Ϯϰ� ŚŽƵƌƐ� ŽĨ� ŶŝŐŚƚ͘� �ŶǇ�
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ� ƐŽƵƚŚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ� ĐŝƌĐůĞ�
has Polar Night several days 
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�:ƵŶĞ�ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ͘�dŚĞ�
opposite happens in the 
�ƌĐƟĐ��ŝƌĐůĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�
within that circle experience 
Ă�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŽĨ�ĚĂǇ-
ůŝŐŚƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ϯϰ�ŚŽƵƌƐ͘��ƵĞ�ƚŽ�Ăƚ-
ŵŽƐƉŚĞƌŝĐ� ƌĞĨƌĂĐƟŽŶ͕� ŚŽǁ-
ever, the midnight Sun is 
visible for a few days before 
and on the June solstice 
ĨƌŽŵ�ĂƌĞĂƐ� ĂƐ� ĨĂƌ� ĂƐ� ϵϳ� Ŭm 
ƐŽƵƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌĐƟĐ��ŝƌĐůĞ͘��Ɛ�
one moves further north of 
ƚŚĞ� �ƌĐƟĐ� �ŝƌĐůĞ͕� ƚŚĞ� ŶƵŵ-
ber of days with the Mid-
night Sun increase.
� � �ĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ� ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚ-
ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�:ƵŶĞ�ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�
ƟŵĞͲŚŽŶŽƵƌĞĚ� ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘ � /Ŷ�
ĂŶĐŝĞŶƚ� ƟŵĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� ĚĂƚĞ� ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ� :ƵŶĞ� ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ� ǁĂƐ� ƵƐĞĚ�
to organize calendars and as 
Ă�ŵĂƌŬĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĮŐƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ�ǁŚĞŶ�
to plant and harvest crops. 
dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ � ƚŚŝƐ� ƟŵĞ� ŽĨ�
year was also popular for 
ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĂƐƐŽ-
ciated with change, nature, 
and new beginnings. 
  Some historians point to 
Stonehenge, a prehistoric 
monument in Wiltshire, Eng-
land, as evidence of the fact 

that ancient humans used 
ƚŚĞ� :ƵŶĞ� ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ� ĂƐ� Ă� ǁĂǇ�
to organize their calendars. 
Some believe that Stone-
ŚĞŶŐĞ Ɛ͛� ƵŶŝƋƵĞ� ƐƚŽŶĞ� ĐŝƌĐůĞ�
ǁĂƐ� ĞƌĞĐƚĞĚ� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ� ϮϱϬϬ�
��� in order to establish the 
date of the June solstice. 
Viewed from its centre, 
ƚŚĞ�^ƵŶ�ƌŝƐĞƐ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�
point on the horizon on the 
ĚĂǇ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ͘� ^ŽŵĞ�
theories suggest that the 
builders of Stonehenge may 
ŚĂǀĞ� ƵƐĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ� ĂƐ� Ă�
ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ� ƉŽŝŶƚ� ƚŽ� ĐŽƵŶƚ� ƚŚĞ�
days of the year.
� � /Ŷ�ĂŶĐŝĞŶƚ��ŚŝŶĂ͕�ƚŚĞ�:ƵŶĞ�
ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ� ǁĂƐ� ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ� ďǇ� Ă�
ceremony to celebrate the 
Earth, femininity, and the 
͞ǇŝŶ͟�ĨŽƌĐĞƐ͘�/ƚ�ĐŽŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ-
ĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ� ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ�
that celebrated the heav-
ens, masculinity, and “yang” 
ĨŽƌĐĞƐ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ��ŚŝŶĞƐĞ�
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽƌƚĞƐƚ�ƐŚĂĚ-
ow is found on the day of 
ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ͘
� � /Ŷ� ĂŶĐŝĞŶƚ� 'ĂƵů͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ�
encompasses modern-day 
France and some parts of 
its neighbouring countries, 
the Midsummer celebra-
ƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�
�ƉŽŶĂ͘�dŚĞ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�
ŶĂŵĞĚ� ĂŌĞƌ� Ă� ŵĂƌĞ� ŐŽĚ-
ĚĞƐƐ�ǁŚŽ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶŝĮĞĚ�ĨĞƌƟů-
ŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�ŚŽƌƐĞƐ͘�/Ŷ�
ancient Germanic, Slav, and 
�ĞůƟĐ� ƚƌŝďĞƐ͕� ƉĂŐĂŶƐ� ĐĞů-
ebrated Midsummer with 
ďŽŶĮƌĞƐ͘� �ŌĞƌ� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ�
spread in Europe and other 

parts of the world, many 
pagan customs were incor-
ƉŽƌĂƚĞĚ� ŝŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�
ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ͘� /Ŷ� ƉĂƌƚƐ� ŽĨ� ^ĐĂŶĚŝ-
navia, the Midsummer cel-
ĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͕�ďƵƚ�ǁĂƐ�
ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ�
ŽĨ�^ƚ�:ŽŚŶ Ɛ͛��ĂǇ͕ �ŽŶ�:ƵŶĞ�Ϯϰ͕�
to honour St John the Bap-
ƟƐƚ͕� ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂŐĂŶ�
gods.
� � /Ŷ� ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ� �ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�
countries like Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway and Fin-
land, Midsummer is a fes-
ƟǀĞ� ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ͘� tŚĞŶ� ƚŚĞ�
summer days are at their 
longest in the north, it is 
ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� DŝĚŶŝŐŚƚ�

^ƵŶ�ĨĞƐƟǀĂůƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�
ƚŚĞ� ƐƵŵŵĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĨĞƌƟů-
ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ��ĂƌƚŚ͘� /Ŷ� ^ǁĞĚĞŶ�
and many parts of Finland, 
people dance around May-
ƉŽůĞƐ͘� �ŽŶĮƌĞƐ� ĂƌĞ� ůŝƚ� ĂŶĚ�
homes are decorated with 
ŇŽǁĞƌ� ŐĂƌůĂŶĚƐ͕� ŐƌĞĞŶĞƌǇ͕ �
and tree branches.
  /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůƟĐ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�;�ƐƚŽŶŝĂ͕�
Latvia and Lithuania) Mid-
summer is an occasion to 
travel to the countryside and 
connect with nature. Many 
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ůŝŐŚƚ�ďŽŶĮƌĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂǇ�
up all night drinking, singing, 
and dancing.
� � dŚĞ� :ƵŶĞ�^ŽůƐƟĐĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĐŽŶ-
sidered as one of the most 

important days in ancient 
Kemet (Egypt today). They 
believe that once the sun had 
arrived at its highest point, 
the Nile River would start 
rising again. This rise caused 
ŇŽŽĚƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁŽƵůĚ� ĨĞĞĚ� ĂŶĚ�
nourish the crops of the Nile 
Valley and help feed the com-
ŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘ �/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶ�ŽĨ�ĨĞƌƟů-
ity and abundance.
� � dŚĞƌĞ� ĂƌĞ� ŵĂŶǇ� ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ�
observances held by New 
�ŐĞ� ĂŶĚ� EĞŽƉĂŐĂŶ� ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�
throughout the world. Thou-
sands of people, including 
modern-day druids and pa-
gans, usually gather at Stone-
henge for this occasion.

What are the black
ƚƵŌƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝŶĚ�
legs of impala? 
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Nothando Mkhombo     

Lifetstyle Correspondent
  
  Khaya Ndlovu Manor 
House is not just a place, it’s 
a feeling! 
  At Khaya Ndlovu, we be-
lieve that every child must 
experience the wonder, 
mystery, and excitement of 
the African bush, which is 
why we have created the 
perfect opportunity for 
families with young children 
to enjoy a bush break to-
gether.  
  The Manor House is situ-
ated in the Rietspruit Big-
Game Reserve, within a 
securely fenced indigenous 
ŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŽīĞƌƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�Ğǆ-
ĐŝƟŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ͕�ƚƌĞĞƐ�
to climb and rolling lawns 
on which to play. A real-
ƟŵĞ� �ŶŝŵĂů� WůĂŶĞƚ� ƐŚŽǁ�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůĨƌĞƐĐŽ�
deck all day long, as an ever-
changing assortment of ani-
mals arrive to quench their 
thirst at the Manor House 
water hole. 
  Our three wonderful chefs, 
sĂŶĚŝ͕� WƌŝŶĐĞƐƐ� ĂŶĚ� :Ğī�
have an array of kid-friendly 
meals in their menu bank, 
ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŽīĞƌ�ƉŝǌǌĂ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�
sessions by prior arrange-

ŵĞŶƚ͘� �ĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶ�
our child-friendly suites is 
comfortable with camp cots 
and beds included, not just 
ŵĂƩƌĞƐƐĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŇŽŽƌ͊
  Well-behaved children are 
welcome on game drives, 
which are conducted on our 
ŽǁŶ� ZĞƐĞƌǀĞ͘� WƌŝǀĂƚĞ� ǀĞŚŝ-
cles need to be booked for 
any child joining a drive who 
is under the age of six. As 
safety is of paramount im-
portance when in the vicin-
ity of wild animals, joining a 
ďŝŐ�ŐĂŵĞ�ƐŝŐŚƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǀĞƌǇ�
young children on board 
ǁŝůů� ďĞ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĚŝƐĐƌĞƟŽŶ� ŽĨ�
the guide. We do ask that 
children accompanying oth-
er guests on a game drive 
be kept under control, and 
parents of young children 
are asked to be mindful of 
other guests who are also 
enjoying their experience in 
the bush.  
  Babysitting facilities 
are available by prior ar-
rangement for mums and 
dads who wish to enjoy 
some time out over a 
bottle of wine, secure in 
the knowledge that their 
little ones are close by 
and taken care of. 

#thatkhayafeeling     #youthmonthhappyhour   #fathersday

  … and then if your days 
of humouring children are 
over, there are enough 
breakaway areas on the 
Khaya deck for you to re-
treat to, for a relaxing space 
of your own!

#FathersDay2022… 

  As per usual, Khaya Ndlovu 
ǁŝůů� ďĞ� ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ� Ă� ĚĞůŝĐŝŽƵƐ�
Father’s Day Lunch at the 
Manor House on Sunday 
the 19th�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϮϮ͘�
  A 3-course lunch will be on 
ŽīĞƌ� ǁŝƚŚ� ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ� ĐŚŽŝĐĞƐ�
ŝŶ� ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� Ăůů� ƚŚĞ�
Dads in our lives. The cost 
ŝƐ�ZϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ�ƉĞƌ�ĂĚƵůƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ-
ĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ă�ŐŝŌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�&ĂƚŚĞƌƐ͘�
&Žƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ϭϮ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�
ŝƐ� ϮͲĐŽƵƌƐĞ� ŬŝĚĚŝĞƐ� ŽƉƟŽŶ�
ĨŽƌ�Z�ϭϱϬ�ƉĞƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͘���ŽŽŬŝŶŐ�
ŝƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů͊��

#youthmonthhappyhour… 

  To all the  Hoedspruit lo-
cals...join us any week day 
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�:ƵŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƐƵŶĚŽǁŶ-
er between 4pm – 6pm and 
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ϭϬй�Žī�ǇŽƵƌ�ďĞǀĞƌ-
age bill.
  Remember booking is es-
ƐĞŶƟĂů� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�

is valid Monday through 
Thursday. 
See our advert below for 
contact details or you can 
tŚĂƚƐ�ƉƉ�ŽŶ�Ϭϳϯ�ϯϬϭ�ϭϵϭϯ�
or Email us on reserva-
ƟŽŶƐΛŬŚĂǇĂŶĚůŽǀƵ͘ĐŽ͘ǌĂ

The incredible Khaya team welcoming kids and families 
to share the Khaya Ndlovu experiences, right here on 
Hoedpruits doorstep.

Images supplied.

073 301 1913 



Mike Meidlinger

  As we near and pass the 
ƐŽůƐƟĐĞ͕�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐƌŝƐƉ͕�
breezes possess an unfa-
ŵŝůŝĂƌ� ĐŚŝůů͕� ƐŚĂĚŽǁƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ� ĚĞǀŽŝĚ� ŽĨ� ƐƵŶůŝŐŚƚ�
ĂƌĞ� ŶŽƟĐĞĂďůǇ� ĐŽůĚ͕� ĂŶĚ�
ǁŝŶƚĞƌ� ŝƐ� ŶŽǁ� ƵŶĚĞŶŝĂďůǇ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŝƌ͘ �

  Despite this unseason-
ĂďůǇ� ǁĞƚ� ǇĞĂƌ͕ � ƚŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ� ƐƟůů�
Ă� ƚŚŝŶŶŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ǀĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ͕�
apart from some persistent 
moist green zones. This has 
perhaps been brought on by 
changes in daylight length 
and temperature, changes 
themselves brought on by 
ĂŶ� ĂŶŐƵůĂƌ� ƐŚŝŌ� ŝŶ� ƐƵŶůŝŐŚƚ�
intensity. All mornings take 
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ǁĂƌŵ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�
days, with some even pos-
sessing a light frost atop the 
regular heavy dew. 
  In terms of overall bird-
ing and bird diversity, this 
month we have noted a 
change in which species 
are available. Migrants are 
all but gone, despite one or 
two over-wintering individ-
uals, and the skies appear 
ŶŽƟĐĞĂďůǇ� ůĞƐƐ� ĂĐƟǀĞ͘� �Ɛ�
ǀĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ� ƚŚŝŶƐ͕� ƐŽ� ĚŽĞƐ�
the array of invertebrates 
that supported such a di-
versity of species merely 
weeks ago. 

  Thus winter birding is 
ĚŝƐƟŶĐƚůǇ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ĨƌŽŵ�
the glory days of summer. 
Birds are generally less vo-
cal, they move around in a 
more random fashion, and 
in many cases interspecies 
boundaries break down. 
Many species that were in 
ďƌŝŐŚƚ� ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ĂƫƌĞ� ŚĂǀĞ�
adorned their duller, al-
most dreary, eclipse or non-
breeding plumage. Birds 
like Bishops, Weavers and 
Whydahs seem to vanish 
overnight. Despite its seem-
ingly humble nature, birding 
ŝŶ�ǁŝŶƚĞƌ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐĂů-
ůǇ� ĞǆŚŝůĂƌĂƟŶŐ͕� ŽŌĞŶ� ǇŝĞůĚ-
ing one or two surprises for 
the intrepid birder. 
  Due to reduced tempera-
ƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ƉĞĂŬ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ�ŽĨ�ĂĐƟǀ-
ŝƚǇ� ĂƌĞ� ůŽŶŐĞƌ͕ � ŽŌĞŶ� ůĂƐƟŶŐ�
into, and even beyond, the 
mid-morning. Birds take 
longer to rise, with a slightly 
ůĂƚĞƌ� ĐŚŽƌƵƐ͕� ƐƟůů� ũƵƐƚ� ĂŌĞƌ�
dawn, but most likely only 
ĐŽŵŵĞŶĐŝŶŐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�
rays of sunlight grace their 
hypothermic body’s. Anoth-
er factor is that, with vege-
ƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ͕�ŝŶ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ĐĂƐĞƐ� ƐŵĂůůĞƌ� ŝŶƐĞĐƟǀŽƌĞƐ�
ďĞĐŽŵĞ�Ă�ůŝƩůĞ�ĞĂƐŝĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�
well. This is why woodland 
birding can be extremely re-
warding. 
  This month, let’s unlock  

ŽŶĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŵĂũŽƌ� ƐĞĐƌĞƚƐ�
of birding in these colder 
ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽīĞƌ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟƉƐ�
on how to get the most of 
ƚŚŝƐ� ƟŵĞ͘� �ĞƐƉŝƚĞ� ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�
lost a number of migrants, 
many of the regional spe-
ĐŝĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ĨĂĐƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�
of all species, are resident. 
This means that, though 
some may be less obvious 
than when breeding, they 
ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ĨĂĐƚ�ƐƟůů�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͘�
� �DĂŶǇ� ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ� ƐƟůů� ƐŝŶŐ� ŝŶ�
the early morning, but for 
most, territorial behaviour 
largely ceases as individuals 
now explore a home range. 
WƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͕�
adult birds are no longer 
responsible for anything 
but themselves, and their 
ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ� ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞ͕� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ�
search for enough food to 
ƐƵƌǀŝǀĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƵŶƟů�ǁĂƌŵ-
Ğƌ�ƟŵĞƐ͘�DĂŶǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ� ƌƵŶ�
Ă� ĮŶĞ� ůŝŶĞ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ŚĂǀ-
ing enough stored fat and 
energy to survive a serious 
week-long cold-snap, or 
not. Many birds perish and 
thus feeding is an ever pres-
ĞŶƚ� ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ�
day, especially for species 
depending on resources 
such as nectar and insects, 
which have also decreased 
in availability. 
  Whilst out birding, one of 
ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐ-

ZĞƐƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĞǇĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĂƌƐ�ŽŶ�Ă�͚ ďŝƌĚ�ƉĂƌƚǇ͛
es is being witness to the 
advent of a bird party. This 
is a singular moment within 
ďŽƚŚ� ƐƉĂĐĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƟŵĞ�ǁŚĞŶ�
feeding passerines, associ-
ĂƟŶŐ�ĐůŽƐĞůǇ�Žƌ�ůŽŽƐĞůǇ͕ �Ɛŝŵ-
ply pass through a patch of 
woodland. The observer of-
ƚĞŶ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶƐ�ƐƟůů͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƚĐŚ-
es whatever species pass 
through. There are many 
aspects to what makes up 
ƚŚĞ� ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ� ŽĨ͕ � ĂŶĚ�
the species involved in, 
ƚŚĞƐĞ� ĂŐŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ƐŽŵĞ�
ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƟůů�ƵŶŬŶŽǁŶ͘�
What is clear is that each 
bird party is its own unique 
ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ͘�
��tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ͕�ŝƐ�ŵŽƐƚ�
species involved in these 
ŐƌŽƵƉŝŶŐƐ�ĂƌĞ� ŝŶƐĞĐƟǀŽƌŽƵƐ�
and are those that glean or 
ŇŝĐŬ�ůĞĂĨ�ůŝƩĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨŽŽĚ͘�
'ůĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ƉƌŽ-
cess of taking insects and 
other arthropods from the 
surface of leaves. This is 
largely done by passerine 
birds which can get their 
prey one of two ways. The 
ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ� ͞ƉĞƌĐŚ� ŐůĞĂŶ͟� ďǇ�
standing on branches and 
plucking individual prey 
from the leaves and branch-
es themselves. Another way 
is to nab morsels from the 
ƵŶĚĞƌƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ůĞĂǀĞƐ�ďǇ�͞ƐĂů-
ůǇ� ŐůĞĂŶŝŶŐ͘͟ � dŚŝƐ� ŝƐ� ǁŚĞŶ�
ďŝƌĚƐ͕� ůŝŬĞ� �ŚŝŶƐƉŽƚ� �ĂƟƐ͕�
make short, half-hovering, 
ƐŽƌƟĞ�ŇŝŐŚƚƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ĂŶŐůĞ�ŽĨ�ĂƩĂĐŬ�ďĞ-
fore landing again. 
� � 'ůĞĂŶŝŶŐ� ďŝƌĚƐ� ŽŌĞŶ� ĂƐ-
sociate with others, simply 
to take advantage of the 
ĚŝůƵƟŽŶ� ĞīĞĐƚ͘� dŚŝƐ� ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�
that the more members in a 
group there are, the less risk 
for each individual from pre-
ĚĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚƵƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĚŝůƵƚ-
ed chance of danger. More 
members in a herd means 
it’s less likely for each indi-
vidual to get caught. 
� � �ŝƌĚ� ƉĂƌƟĞƐ� ĂƌĞ� ĐŽŵ-
ŵŽŶ� ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ŝĨ�
ƐĞĂƌĐŚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ͕ �ĂƌĞ�Ă�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�
ǁĂǇ�ŽĨ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�
local birds. As an example, 
on average, if birding for a 
morning between May and 
September, at least two or 
ƚŚƌĞĞ� ďŝƌĚ� ƉĂƌƟĞƐ� ĂƌĞ� ƐƵƌĞ�
to be found over an hour or 

Chinspot Batis  Batis molitor                                   Image : Canva   
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on a roll with FGASA

 

The Field Guides Association of Southern Africa 

is hosting an informative networking evening in 

Hoedspruit for all FGASA members and friends.

Please join us for a presentation on �7�m]�0;;|Ѵ;v by 

Vaughan Jessnitz. FREE for FGASA members, friends R50 each

RSVP Ashleigh on 011 8868425

admin@fgasa.org.za  

Networking

evening

 

When:  1 June 2022

Time:    17:30 - 19:30

Venue: FGASA Office

           The Farmhouse

            Hoedspruit

two. More if you are driv-
ing. So how can one recog-
nize when one is privy to a 
party?
� � ^ŽŵĞ� ƉĂƌƟĞƐ� ƐƚĂƌƚ� ǁŝƚŚ�
Ă� ďĂŶŐ͘� ͞EŽƚŚŝŶŐ͕� ŶŽƚŚ-
ing, nothing, nothing, bang 
ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͊͟� KƚŚĞƌƐ� ĐƌĞĞƉ�
through with more purpose 
ĂŶĚ�ŵƵĐŚ�ůĞƐƐ�ŇĂƌĞ͘�,ŽǁĞǀ-
er, in most cases, there are 
clues that help indicate that 
ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ� ŝƐ� ĂĨŽŽƚ͘� EŽƚ� Ăůů�
bird party members move 
around equally, some are 
much more obvious than 
others. By eye-catching be-
haviour or clear, obvious 
ǀŽĐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�
ŽīĞƌ�Ă�ďŝŐ�ƐŝŐŶďŽĂƌĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�
party is nearby. Thus they 
are bestowed with the term 
‘indicator species’; they in-
ĚŝĐĂƚĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů� ƉƌĞƐ-
ence of other birds. 
  Most indicators are par-
ƟĐƵůĂƌ� ƚŽ� ŚĂďŝƚĂƚ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƌĞĂ͕�
with a few all-rounder ex-
ĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ� ĨŽƵŶĚ� ŝŶ� Ă� ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�
of regions. For alert birders, 
being aware of these indica-
ƚŽƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�
ŽŌĞŶ� ŽīĞƌƐ� ĐŚĂŶĐĞƐ� Ăƚ�
other, less obvious species, 
that are feeding quietly with 
them. 
  In the woodlands and sa-
vannah of north-east South 
Africa, good indicators in-
clude Southern Black Tit, 
Yellow-breasted Apalis, 
Grey Tit-Flycatcher, Long-
billed Crombec and White-
ĐƌĞƐƚĞĚ� ,ĞůŵĞƚƐŚƌŝŬĞ͘� �ůů�
are examples of species that 
ŽŌĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶĂů�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�
a winter bird party. Each 
region of the country, from 
Zululand to the Kalahari, the 
Western Cape to Gauteng, 
has its own indicator spe-
cies. Some indicators, the 
all-rounders, are generalists 
with diverse habitat choic-
es, but there are many oth-
ers which are not. 
  In any terrain or habitat, 
knowledge of sounds and 
ǀŽĐĂůŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ� ŝƐ� ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�
in realizing the full extent 
of which members a party 
consists of. Many birds, dur-
ing the non-breeding sea-
son, have contact calls that 
ĚŝīĞƌ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌŝĂů�
ƐŽŶŐƐ͘�^ŽŶŐƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƟůů�ŝŶ�ƉůĂǇ�

for most species, as men-
ƟŽŶĞĚ͕�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĐŚŽƌƵƐ�ŚŽƵƌƐ͘�
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ĚƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĂǇ�
while feeding, familiar birds 
ŵĂǇ�ƵƩĞƌ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ŽŌĞŶ�ƐŝŵƉůĞ�ŶŽƚĞƐ�Žƌ�ŚĂƌƐŚ�
sounds. These sounds are 
in fact also there in sum-
mer, but due to the fact that 
territory is less coveted, 
many individuals spend less 
ƟŵĞ� ƐŝŶŐŝŶŐ͘� dŚŝƐ� ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ�
in the amount of full song 
ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂůůǇ͘�
EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕� ǁŝŶƚĞƌ� ŽīĞƌƐ�
the chance to become bet-
ter accustomed with some 
of the more subtle aspects 
of birdsong, especially for 
ƚŚŽƐĞ� ǁĂŶƟŶŐ� ƚŽ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�
their handicap number, or 
skill level. Good examples 
include the contact calls of 
'ŽůĚĞŶͲďƌĞĂƐƚĞĚ� �ƵŶƟŶŐ͕�
Camaroptera sp., Black-
ďĂĐŬĞĚ� WƵĪĂĐŬ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�
nocturnal call of Red-crest-
ed Korhaan (Bustard) are all 
very common sounds in our 
local bushveld. 
��^ŽŵĞ�ďŝƌĚ�ƉĂƌƟĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĮůůĞĚ�
with headliners, others have 
one or two unobtrusive 
specials possible amongst a 
range of bolder, less sought 
ĂŌĞƌ�ďƵƚ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ͘�
^ŽŵĞ� ƉĂƌƟĞƐ� ŵŽǀĞ� ƐůŽǁůǇ͕ �
passing over 20 minutes or 
ŵŽƌĞ͕� ŽƚŚĞƌƐ� Ňŝƚ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
habitats with surprising 
speed, almost running pace, 
which may require a loop-
ing approach.  This means 
that picking up on and fol-
lowing down the obvious 
indicators, alongside put-
ƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞīŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŌŝŶŐ�
through the species found 
ŝŶ� ĞĂĐŚ� ƉĂƌƚǇ͕ � ŽŌĞŶ� ǇŝĞůĚƐ�
rewards.  
  The overall dynamics of 
ďŝƌĚ� ƉĂƌƟĞƐ� ŵĂŬĞ� ƚŚĞŵ� Ă�
ƚƌƵůǇ� ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ� ĂƐƉĞĐƚ� ŽĨ�
winter birding, here in our 
region of the Lowveld, as 
well as across the country. 
They are excellent examples 
ŽĨ�ǁŚǇ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽĨ-
fers no less, in terms of great 
birding, as the height of 
summer. This month while 
ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮĞůĚ͕�ŬĞĞƉ�ĂŶ�ĞǇĞ͕�
and an ear, out for passing 
ďŝƌĚ� ƉĂƌƟĞƐ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ĐĂŶ� ŽĨ-
ten be done from the porch 
or whilst out on a walk. 
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 Notable Stars

  Antares is the brightest 
star in Scorpius, and is easi-
ly recognisable by its orange 
ĐŽůŽƵƌ͘ � �ŶƚĂƌĞƐ� ŝƐ� ĐůĂƐƐŝĮĞĚ�
as a Red Supergiant, a mas-
sive old star that is reaching 
the end of its life, and is pre-
dicted to be around 1.4 bil-
lion kms in diameter! Antar-
es is so large that if it were 
to replace the Sun, it would 
envelop all of the planets up 
to, and including, Jupiter!  
���ŶƚĂƌĞƐ�ŝƐ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĞĚ�ĐůŽƐĞ�
ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ĞĐůŝƉƟĐ� ƉůĂŶĞ͗� ƚŚĞ�
path that the Sun, Moon 
and planets seem to take 

across the sky. At certain 
ƟŵĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ZĞĚ�WůĂŶĞƚ͕�DĂƌƐ͕�
passes close by the orange 
Antares and it is this con-
ũƵŶĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽƌŵƐ�ƚŚĞ�Žƌŝ-
gin of the name.
  The Greek equivalent of 
Mars was Ares, and Antares 
means the ‘Rival of Ares’, 
and refers to the fact that 
ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� Ϯ� ƐŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ�
coloured objects seem to 
invade each other’s person-
al space!

  Deep Sky Objects

  Messier 7� Ͳ� dŚĞ� WƚŽůŽŵǇ�
Cluster, is a bright open 

cluster of around 80 young 
stars situated 1000 light 
years from Earth visible to 
the naked eye, close to the 
ƐƟŶŐĞƌ�ŽĨ�^ĐŽƌƉŝƵƐ Ɛ͛�ƚĂŝů͘
� �DĞƐƐŝĞƌ� ϲ� ʹ� dŚĞ��ƵƩĞƌŇǇ�
Cluster, is an unrelated open 
cluster found very close to     
Messier 7. The young stars 
in this cluster resemble 
ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĂƉĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ďƵƩĞƌŇǇ͕ �ŝŶ-
cluding a set of antennae!  
A hazy patch can be seen 
unaided, but a telescope is 
required to see and resolve 
ƚŚĞ�ďƵƩĞƌŇǇ�ƐŚĂƉĞ͘�DĞƐƐŝĞƌ�
6 is around 1600 light years 
from Earth. Messier 4 is a 
globular cluster containing 
hundreds of thousands of 
stars found close to the red 
giant, Antares. 
  Despite being over 7000 
light years away, Messier 4 
ĐĂŶ� ďĞ� ĞĂƐŝůǇ� ƐƉŽƩĞĚ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�
ďŝŶŽĐƵůĂƌƐ͕�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ĮĞůĚ�
of view as Antares.
^ĞĞ� �ĞůĞƐƟĂů� �ǀĞŶƚƐ� ^��
ĂĚǀĞƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ

 

�ŽŶƐƚĞůůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�DŽŶƚŚ��Ε�^ĐŽƌƉŝŽ�Ε
�ĞŶ��ŽůĞǇ

 DǇƚŚŽůŽŐǇ

  Scorpius is among the most 
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĂďůĞ� ĐŽŶƐƚĞůůĂƟŽŶƐ�
in the sky, and one of the 
few that actually looks like 
its namesake! It is one of 
ƚŚĞ�ŽůĚĞƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚĞůůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�
was known to the Sumerians 
about 5000 years ago, be-
fore being catalogued by the 
'ƌĞĞŬ� ĂƐƚƌŽŶŽŵĞƌ� WƚŽůŽŵǇ͕ �
in his original 48 constella-
ƟŽŶƐ͘��
  Scorpius’s mythology is di-
rectly associated with Orion. 
Orion was a mighty hunter 
but lacked respect for nature. 
Gaia, goddess of nature, soon 
became upset with Orion’s 
ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵŵŵŽŶĞĚ�Ă�Őŝ-
ant scorpion to teach him a 
ůĞƐƐŽŶ͘���ŐƌĞĂƚ�ďĂƩůĞ�ĞŶƐƵĞĚ�
ĂŶĚ� ďŽƚŚ� ƉĂƌƟĞƐ� ǁĞƌĞ� ŚŽŶ-
oured for their part by being 
immortalised in the stars.
  Orion and Scorpius are at 
ŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞ�ƐŝĚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĞůĞƐƟĂů�
sphere. This ensures that the 
Ϯ�ŵŽƌƚĂů�ĞŶĞŵŝĞƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�
to share the same area of sky.  
  When Scorpius rises in 
the east, Orion sets in the 
west, giving the impres-
sion that the great hunter 
is fleeing from his nemesis 
for eternity!

Antares Sun Comparison (left)  
The globular star cluster Messier 4 (below)

 Scorpius ( below left                               
Images supplied Ben Coley

dŚĞ�tŝůĚ��ĂŐŐĂ�ƉůĂŶƚ�Žƌ�>ŝŽŶƐ�dĂŝů�Ͳ�
>ĞŽŶŽƟƐ�ŽĐǇŵŝĨŽůŝĂ�ůĞŽŶƵƌƵƐ
�ƌĞƩ�,ĞĂƐŵĂŶ

  ^ƚŽƉ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƌǀĞů�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ďĞĂƵƚǇ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ďƌŝŐŚƚ�
ŽƌĂŶŐĞ� ĐŽůŽƵƌĞĚ͕� ŶŽƚ� ƐŽ�
ƐƵďƚůĞ� ŇŽǁĞƌƐ͕� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂƌĞ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽďǀŝŽƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚͲ
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌĂď�ĐŽůŽƵƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂƵƚƵŵŶ� ďƵƐŚǀĞůĚ͘� dŚĞǇ�
ĂƉƉĞĂƌ� Ăůů� ŽǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ� ďŝŽͲ
ƐƉŚĞƌĞ� ĂŶĚ� � ĂƌĞ� ƐŽŵĞͲ
ǁŚĂƚ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ĞǇĞ�ĐĂƚĐŚĞƌ�ŝŶ�
ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƵƚƵŵŶ͘
  
  The Wild Dagga plant, 
yes you read me correctly, 
is the common name for 
this long ‘pompom-on-a-
ƐƟĐŬ͛�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ƉůĂŶƚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ĂůƐŽ� ůŽŽŬƐ� Ă� ůŝƩůĞ� ůŝŬĞ� Ă�
lions tail. Its other com-
mon name is in fact Lions 
Tail. Wild Dagga suggests 
links to cannabis, as ‘dag-
ga’, which is derived from 
the Khoikhoi ‘dachab’, is 
also an  indigenous South 
African name for the can-
nabis species. 
  You would be mistaken 
to believe that! This is a 
ƐƉĂƌƐĞ�ŶĂƟǀĞ�ƐŚƌƵď͕�ǁŝƚŚ�
spiky golf ball-sized heads 
spaced up the square 
ƐŚĂƉĞĚ�ƐƚĞŵƐ͕�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ƚƵďƵůĂƌ� ŽƌĂŶŐĞ� ŇŽǁĞƌƐ͘�
It has leaves that are in 
pairs, that are narrow and 
ƚŽŽƚŚĞĚ͕� ĂƌĞ� ŽŌĞŶ� ŚĂŝƌǇ�

and look nothing like the 
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĚĂŐŐĂ�ƉůĂŶƚ͘�
  They are in fact a plant 
species of the mint family, 
>ĂŵŝĂĐĞĂĞ͘� dŚĞ� ŇŽǁĞƌƐ�
are separated into two 
parts or lips, a hooded 
upper lip which encloses 
the stamens, and a small 
ůŽǁĞƌ� ůŝƉ͘� ^ƵŶďŝƌĚƐ� ŽŌĞŶ�
feed on the nectar of the 
ŇŽǁĞƌƐ͘
  So why the name? Let’s 
look into the Ethnobota-
ny of the plant - which is 
ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�ƚĞƌŵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
study of how human be-
ŝŶŐƐ�ƵƟůŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚ͘�KŶĞ�
will realise very quickly 
that the name is mislead-
ing, as no part of the plant 
is used as a hallucinogen, 
despite the common 
name of Wild Dagga. The 
plant and leaves are not 
ƵƐĞĚ� ĂƐ� Ă� ƐƵďƐƟƚƵƚĞ� ĨŽƌ�
the same purpose as can-
nabis, but are smoked for 
relief of other illnesses.
  dŚĞ� ŵĂŝŶ� ƉƐǇĐŚŽĂĐƟǀĞ�
medicinal property has 
ďĞĞŶ� ĐŽŶĮƌŵĞĚ� ƚŽ� ďĞ�
Leonurine which has an 
ĂŶƟĚĞƉƌĞƐƐĂŶƚ� ůŝŬĞ� ĂĐ-
ƟŽŶ͕� ŚĂƐ� ĂůƐŽ� ďĞĞŶ� ŝŶ-
ǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞĚ� ĂƐ� Ă� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�
treatment for cardiovas-
cular disorders, and has 
ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ� ĂŶƟͲĐĂŶ-

ĐĞƌ� ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͘ � >ŝŬĞ� ŽƚŚĞƌ�
plants in the mint family, 
it also contains marrubiin, 
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂƐ�ĂŶƟͲŝŶŇĂŵŵĂ-
ƚŽƌǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĂŶƟͲŽǆŝĚĂƟǀĞ�
ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ͘�
  Many cultures use the 
ƉůĂŶƚ� ĨŽƌ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ƉƵƌ-
poses, from treatment 
of sores, aches, bites and 
pains to curing colds and 

ŇƵ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ�
in the plant that are be-
lieved to help with type 
Ϯ� ĚŝĂďĞƚĞƐ͕� ĞƉŝůĞƉƐǇ͕�
haemorrhoids and con-
ƐƟƉĂƟŽŶ͘
My quick conclusion is, it 
ĐĂŶ�Įǆ�Ă�ƉĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌƐĞ͕�
ďƵƚ� ŝƚ� ĐĂŶ͛ƚ� Įǆ� ƐƚƵƉŝĚ͕� ƐŽ�
“leaf it be” and enjoy it’s 
beauty.

The Wild Dagga plant in bloom             Images supplied
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Messier 7     
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Africa Travel Indaba 2022 review
Angus Begg

  “There was some serious 
business done with the 
pent-up travel demand”, 
ƐĂǇƐ� dŝŵďĂǀĂƟ� ůŽĚŐĞ� ŽǁŶ-
Ğƌ�DĂƌĐŽ�^ĐŚŝĞƐƐ͕�ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�
about this month’s Africa 
Travel Indaba in Durban, 
ŚŝƐ�ϮϯƌĚ�ĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
annual event. “A bit of 
ďŽƚŚ� ƉƌŽƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ� ĂŶĚ� ĂĐ-
tual business. I heard more 
than one exhibitor say it 
was their best Indaba yet.”
  
  The owner of Umlani, a 
ƌƵƐƟĐ� ůƵǆƵƌǇ� ƐĂĨĂƌŝ� ĐĂŵƉ�
ŽĨ� ƌĞĞĚ� ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕� ƉĂƌĂĸŶ�
ůĂŵƉƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŽƉƟŵĂů� ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�
ƐŝŐŚƟŶŐƐ͕� ^ĐŚŝĞƐƐ� ǁĂƐ� ŶŽƚ�
ƚŚĞ� ŽŶůǇ� ŽŶĞ� ƚŽ� ĨĞĞů� ŐƵŶŐͲ
ho about Indaba. The Chief 
�ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ� �ƵƌĞĂƵ� KĸĐĞƌ�
Ăƚ� ^�� dŽƵƌŝƐŵ͕� �ŵĂŶĚĂ� <ŽͲ
ƚǌĞͲEŚůĂƉŽ͕� ǁĂƐ� ƋƵŽƚĞĚ� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ� ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ� ƉƵďůŝͲ
ĐĂƟŽŶ͕� dŽƵƌŝƐŵ� hƉĚĂƚĞ͕� ĂƐ�
ďĞŝŶŐ� ǀĞƌǇ� ƵƉďĞĂƚ͘� ;/ŶĚĂďĂ�
ĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ� Ă� ͚ƌĞƐŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ� ƐƵĐͲ
ĐĞƐƐ͛�ͮ�^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƐƚ��ĨͲ
ƌŝĐĂŶ�dŽƵƌŝƐŵ�hƉĚĂƚĞͿ�
� � ͞EŽǁ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ� ƐĞĐͲ
ƚŽƌ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƐĞĞŶ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǁĞ� ĐĂŶ�
ĚŽ͕�ǁĞ� ĐĂŶ� ŽŶůǇ� ŐƌŽǁ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ŚĞƌĞ͘͟ � ^ŽŵĞ� ǁŽƵůĚ� ƐĂǇ� ĂŶ�
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚĂďůĞ� ƐĞŶƟŵĞŶƚ�
ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŶŐ�ŇŽŽĚƐ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ƐǁĂŵƉĞĚ� ŵƵĐŚ� ŽĨ�
<ǁĂ�ƵůƵͲEĂƚĂů͕� ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�
ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ��ƵƌďĂŶ�ĐŽĂƐƚůŝŶĞ�
and hills, just two months 
before Indaba. 
� � DĂƌŬŝŶŐ� ŚĞƌ� ϭϭƚŚ� ĂƩĞŶͲ
ĚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�/ŶĚĂďĂ͕�ďƵƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ĂƐ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��ŝƌĞĐͲ
ƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�̂ ĂůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�DĂƌŬĞƟŶŐ�ŽĨ�
DŝŶŽƌ�,ŽƚĞůƐ�Ͳ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ĞŶƚƌĂŶƚ�
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚ�
Ͳ� >ŝŶĚŝ� DƚŚĞƚŚǁĂ� ĞĐŚŽĞƐ�
^ĐŚŝĞƐƐ� ĂŶĚ� <ŽƚǌĞͲEŚůĂƉŽ͕�
ŶŽƟŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ͞ƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ƚǁŽ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽĨ�ůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶ�ďŽƚŚ�
ďƵǇĞƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŽƌƐ� ǁĞƌĞ�
ǀĞƌǇ� ĞĂŐĞƌ� ƚŽ� ĚŽ� ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ŵĂŬĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŚŽǁ� Ă� ƐƵĐͲ
ĐĞƐƐ͘͟ �
  
The Warm and Fuzzy Face of 
Tourism 
� � DĂŶǇ� ĂƩĞŶĚĞĞƐ� ƐƚƌĞƐƐĞĚ�
ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ� ŽĨ� ƉĞƌͲ
ƐŽŶĂů� ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ� ǁŝƚŚ� ĐůŝĞŶƚƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŽǀĞƌǁŚĞůŵŝŶŐůǇ�
ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽǀŝĚ�
ůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶ� ŚĂĚ� ŽŶ� ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ�
ŝŶ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ŵĂŶǇ� ďƵƐŝͲ
ŶĞƐƐĞƐ� ĐůŽƐŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�
ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ� ůŽƐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ũŽďƐ�
ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚ͘�͟/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆͲ
ŚŝďŝƚŽƌƐ� ƚŽ� ĐŽŵĞ� ƐŚŽǁĐĂƐĞ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ͕͟ � ƐĂǇƐ�DƚŚĞƚͲ
hwa, “and show the world 

ƚŚĂƚ� ǁĞ� ĂƌĞ� ƌĞĂĚǇ� ĨŽƌ� ďƵƐŝͲ
ness again.” 
� � dŚĞ� �ŚŝĞĨ� �ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ� KĸͲ
ĐĞƌ� ŽĨ� dŽƵƌǀĞƐƚ� �ĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ�
DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͕�DĂƌƟŶ�tŝĞƐƚ͕�
ƐĂǇƐ� /ŶĚĂďĂ� ǁĂƐ� ͞ƉƐǇĐŚŽͲ
ůŽŐŝĐĂůůǇ� ĂŶ� ĞŶŽƌŵŽƵƐůǇ� ŝŵͲ
ƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ� ƐŚŽǁ͕͟ � ƚŚĞ� ƐƚĂƌƚ� ŽĨ�
ǁŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ĐĂůůƐ�Ă�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ƚŽ�ŶŽƌͲ
ŵĂůŝƚǇ͘ � ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ� ƚŚƌĞĞ�
ĐŽƌĞ� ƐŽƵƌĐĞ� ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌ� ŵĂƌŬĞƚƐ�
ŝŶ�'ĞƌŵĂŶͲƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ��ƵƌŽƉĞ͕�
/ƚĂůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�h^͕�tŝĞƐƚ�ƐĂǇƐ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ĨƌŽŵ� Ă� ƉƵƌĞ� ƐĂůĞƐ� ƉĞƌͲ
ƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�͞ŽŬ͘͟ �^ĐŚŝĞƐƐ͕�
seen roaming around with 
ŚŝƐ� ůĂƉƚŽƉ� ďĂŐ� ŽŶ� ŚŝƐ� ďĂĐŬ͕�
ƐĂǇƐ�ŚŝƐ�ĂƌƌŝǀĂů�Ăƚ�/ŶĚĂďĂ�ǁĂƐ�
also last minute. “I thought 
ŝƚ� ŵŝŐŚƚ� ŶŽƚ� ďĞ� ǁĞůů� ƐƵƉͲ
ƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
Ă�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞ�ŝƚ�ŚĂĚ�
ƉŝĐŬĞĚ� ƵƉ� ŵŽŵĞŶƚƵŵ� ƐŽ� /�
ǁĞŶƚ� ƚŽ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͕� ƌĞĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�
ĂŶĚ� ƐĞĞ� ĨŽƌ� ŵǇƐĞůĨ͘ � 'ůĂĚ� /�
did.” 
  
A Numbers Game
� � dŚĞ� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ�
ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƚƌĂĚĞ� ƐŚŽǁ Ɛ͛�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ŝŶ�ƚĞƌŵƐ�
ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ� ďƵǇĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�
ŵŽƐƚůǇ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� ƉƌŽĚͲ
ƵĐƚ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƌĞĂĚƐ� ƌŽƵŐŚůǇ�
ĂƐ� ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ͕� ĞǆƉĞƌŝͲ
ĞŶĐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ŽŶ�
ƚŚŝƐ� ƐĐŽƌĞ� ƚŚĞ� �ĐƟŶŐ� ��K�
ŽĨ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� dŽƵƌŝƐŵ͕�
dŚĞŵďĂ�<ŚƵŵĂůŽ͕�ƚŽůĚ�dŽƵƌͲ
ŝƐŵ�hƉĚĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƐŝŶĐĞ��KsͲ
/�Ͳϭϵ͕�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ǌĞƌŽ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ďĞŶĐŚŵĂƌŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ǌĞƌŽ͕͟ � ŶŽƟŶŐ�
that a total of 480 internaͲ
ƟŽŶĂů� ďƵǇĞƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ϱϬϱ� ůŽĐĂů�
ďƵǇĞƌƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ�
ŚĂĚ� ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƚŚƌĞĞͲĚĂǇ�
event. Drawing on data from 
^�� dŽƵƌŝƐŵ Ɛ͛� /ŶĚĂďĂ� ǁĞďͲ
site ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŝŶĚĂďĂͲ
ƐŽƵƚŚĂĨƌŝĐĂ͘ĐŽ͘ǌĂͬĂďŽƵƚͬ
ĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ͘ĂƐƉǆ the sum of 
ϵϴϱ� ďƵǇĞƌƐ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ� ĂƐ�
ƚŚĞ� ϭϵϵϲ� /ŶĚĂďĂ͕� Ă� ŶƵŵďĞƌ�
ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƉĞĂŬĞĚ� Ăƚ� ϮϲϬϬ� ŝŶ�
ϮϬϭϯ͕� ďĞĨŽƌĞ� ƐůŝƉƉŝŶŐ� ďĂĐŬ�
ƚŽ� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ� ϭϱϬϬ� ďƵǇĞƌƐ� ďĞͲ
ƚǁĞĞŶ�ϮϬϭϱ�ĂŶĚ�ϮϬϭϵ͘
� � ͞dƌĂĚĞ� ƐŚŽǁƐ� ĚĞƉĞŶĚ� ŽŶ�
ǀŽůƵŵĞ͕͟ � ƐĂǇƐ� tŝĞƐƚ͕� ͞ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞƌĞŶ͛ƚ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ� ŝŶƚĞƌͲ
ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ďƵǇĞƌƐ͘͟ � �Ƶƚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ƐĂŵĞ� ďƌĞĂƚŚ� ŚĞ� ƐĂǇƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ŶŽƟĐĞ͕�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ� ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ� �ŽǀŝĚ�
ƚƌĂǀĞů�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�^ŽƵƚŚ�
�ĨƌŝĐĂ� ĂŶĚ� ŝƚƐ� ƐŽƵƌĐĞ� ŵĂƌͲ
ŬĞƚƐ͕� ŚĞ� ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ� ĞǆƉĞĐƚ� ĂŶǇ�
more.
  
Meanwhile Back at the 
Ranch
� � ^ŽŵĞ� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ� ǀŽŝĐĞƐ� ĂƌĞ�
ůĞƐƐ� ĨŽƌŐŝǀŝŶŐ͕� ůŝŬĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŽĨ�
�ĂǀŝĚ�&ƌŽƐƚ͕�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝĞĨ��ǆĞĐƵͲ

ƟǀĞ� KĸĐĞƌ� ŽĨ� ^�d^�� ʹ� dŚĞ�
sŽŝĐĞ� ŽĨ� /ŶďŽƵŶĚ� dŽƵƌŝƐŵ͕�
ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�
ďŽĚǇ�ƚŽ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ�ďĞůŽŶŐ�Ͳ�ĂŶĚ�
ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŬĞƉƚ� ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ƚŽ� ƌĞůĂǆ� �ŽͲ
ǀŝĚ� ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ�ǁŚĞŶ� ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�
ĚĞĞŵĞĚ� ƐĂĨĞ� ĂŶĚ� ĐŚĂŵƉŝͲ
ŽŶĞĚ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�Žī�
ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�͚ƌĞĚ�ůŝƐƚƐ͛�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �ƚŽ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŚĂĞŵŽƌͲ
rhaging of jobs in the indusͲ
ƚƌǇ͘ �
 ��tŚŝůĞ�ŚĞ�ƐĂǇƐ�ŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌͲ
ĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĞŵŝŶĂů� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�
ŽĨ� /ŶĚĂďĂ͕� ĚĞƐĐƌŝďŝŶŐ� ŝƚ� ĂƐ�
͞ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͟� ƚŽ�
the regional tourism landͲ
ƐĐĂƉĞ͕� ŚĞ� ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ǇĞĂƌ Ɛ͛�/ŶĚĂďĂ�ĂƐ�͞ůĂĐŬůƵƐƚƌĞ͕͟ �
ĐŽŵƉĂƌŝŶŐ� ŝƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŵĂůůĞƌ�
tŽƌůĚ� dƌĂǀĞů� DĂƌŬĞƚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ�
;tdD�Ϳ͕� ƚŚĞ� ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ͕�
ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞͲƐĞĐƚŽƌ� ƌƵŶ� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�
ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ�ŚĞůĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��d/���
ŝŶ��ĂƉĞ�dŽǁŶ�ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ�ŝŶ��Ɖƌŝů͘�
͞/ƚ� ǁĂƐ� ŝŶĮŶŝƚĞůǇ� ďĞƩĞƌ͘ �
dŚĞƌĞ� ǁĂƐ� Ă� ďĞƩĞƌ� ĂƚŵŽͲ
ƐƉŚĞƌĞ͕���ŵŽƌĞ�ǀŝďƌĂŶƚ�ďƵǌǌ�
about it.”  
 � � &ƌŽƐƚ� ƉƵƚƐ� ƚŚĞ� ďůĂŵĞ� ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚŝƐ� ƐƋƵĂƌĞůǇ�Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŽƌ�ŽĨ�
the Government. 
͞'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛� ƌĞĨƵƐĂů� ƚŽ�
ĞŵďƌĂĐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ� ƐĞĐͲ
ƚŽƌ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ͕ �ŚĂƐ�
ŝŵƉĂĐƚĞĚ� ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞůǇ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘ �tĞ�ŚĞĂƌ� ƉĂƌƌŽƟŶŐ�
ĂďŽƵƚ� ;ƉƵďůŝĐͲƉƌŝǀĂƚĞͿ� ƉĂƌƚͲ
ŶĞƌƐŚŝƉƐ�ďǇ� ^��dŽƵƌŝƐŵ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�dŽƵƌŝƐŵ͕�
but this all remains in the 
ƌĞĂůŵ�ŽĨ�ƌŚĞƚŽƌŝĐ͘
����ĨŽƌŵĞƌ��^��dŽƵƌŝƐŵ�ďŽĂƌĚ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ � &ƌŽƐƚ� ƐĂǇƐ� ĂŶ� ͞ĞǆͲ
ƉůŝĐŝƚůǇ� ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ� ƉŽŝŶƚ͟� ŝŶͲ
ƐŝĚĞ� ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐ� ĐŽŵŵŝƚͲ
ƚĞĞ� ŽĨ� ^�� dŽƵƌŝƐŵ� ŝŶ� ϮϬϭϵ�
ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƉƵďůŝĐͲƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�
ĂĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ� ďŽĂƌĚ� ƚŽ� ŽǀĞƌƐĞĞ�
/ŶĚĂďĂ͕� ͞ĐŽŵƉƌŝƐŝŶŐ� ĨŽƵƌ� ŽĨ�
ĮǀĞ� ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ� ƐĞĐƚŽƌ� ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵͲ
ĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂůĂŶĐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�^��
dŽƵƌŝƐŵ͕� ǁŚĞƌĞ� ƚŚĞǇ� ĐŽƵůĚ�
ďƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ͕� ŶŽƵƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ͕͟ �ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ŝŶ�
ŚŝƐ�ĞǇĞƐ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚƌĂĚĞͲĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ� ƐŚŽǁ͘� ͞dŚŝƐ�
ŚĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͘͟
   
^Ž�tŚŽ��ŝĚŶ͛ƚ��ƩĞŶĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�
Why
� � �ůĂƐƐŝĐ� WŽƌƞŽůŝŽ� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ�
ŽŶĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƚĂƉůĞ� /ŶĚĂďĂ�
ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŽƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽǀĞƌ�Ϯϱ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘�
ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ� Ă� ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ� ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ� ůŽĚŐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ĐĂŵƉƐ� ŝŶ�ĞĂƐƚ͕�ǁĞƐƚ͕�ĐĞŶƚƌĂů�
ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ��ĨƌŝĐĂ͕� ŝŶĐůƵĚͲ
ing some of the leading tourͲ
ŝƐŵ�ďƌĂŶĚƐ� ŝŶ��ĨƌŝĐĂ͕� ŽǁŶĞƌ�
^ƵǌĂŶŶĞ��ĂǇůǇ�ƐĂǇƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ ĚƵĞ�
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĞĞƌ�ůĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂͲ
ƟŽŶ� ĨƌŽŵ� ^�d͟� ƚŚĞǇ� ŚĂĚ� ƚŽ�

ǁŝƚŚĚƌĂǁ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ͘
� �͞tĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ� ůĂƐƚ�ĨĞǁ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�
have had the biggest stand 
Ăƚ�/ŶĚĂďĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�
ƚŽ� ĚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ� ƚŚŝƐ� ǇĞĂƌ͘͟�
�ĂǇůǇ�ƐĂǇƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ϯϰ�ƐŚĂƌͲ
ŝŶŐ� ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ� ƐƉƌĞĂĚ� ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�
ƚĞŶ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�Ͳ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂŵŽŶŐƐƚ�
^ĂŽ�dŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�WƌŝŶĐŝƉĞ͕��Z�͕�
^ĞǇĐŚĞůůĞƐ͕�dĂŶǌĂŶŝĂ͕��ĂŵďŝĂ�
ĂŶĚ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�Ͳ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚͲ
ŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ͛ǀĞ�
ďĞĞŶ� ŽǀĞƌ� ϮϬϬ� ƐƋƵĂƌĞ� ŵĞͲ
ƚƌĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞǇ� ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ� Ăƚ� ůĞĂƐƚ�
ĨŽƵƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ďĞͲ
ĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽǁ͘�͞tĞ�ƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ�
out to the show organisers 
ŽŶ�Ă� ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ďĂƐŝƐ� ƐŝŶĐĞ�ϰƚŚ�
:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ǁŚĂƚ� ŝƐ�ŚĂƉͲ
ƉĞŶŝŶŐ͕�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚŽůĚ�ƌĞŐŝƐͲ
ƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ�ŶĞǆƚ�ǁĞĞŬ͕�
ƚŚĞŶ� ŶĞǆƚ� ǁĞĞŬ͕� ƚŚĞŶ� ŶĞǆƚ�
ǁĞĞŬ͘�tĞ�ĮŶĂůůǇ�ŐĂǀĞ�ƵƉ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ϮϮŶĚ�&Ğď͘͟
���ĐŚŽŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�&ƌŽƐƚ͕�
�ĂǇůǇ�ƐĂǇƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŵŝƐƐĞĚ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ�
ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘ �͞/ŶĚĂďĂ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ƉůĂĐĞ�
ĂƐ� Ă� ƚƌƵůǇ� ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞ� ƐŚŽǁ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞƐ� Ăůů� ĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ�
ŽĨ� ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ͘� hŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ�
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽǁ�ƚŽŽ�ŵĂŶǇ� ŝŶͲ
ƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƐŚŽǁ� ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞƌƐ�
;tdD��ĨƌŝĐĂ͕�tĞ��ƌĞ��ĨƌŝĐĂͿ�
who have moved into this 
ƐƉĂĐĞ� ĂŶĚ͕� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ĞŶƚƌǇ�
ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŝĐĞ� ƉŽŝŶƚ͕�
ĚŝǀŝĚĞĚ�ŽƵƌ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘͟
��/ŶĚĞĞĚ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĞǆŚŝďŝͲ
ƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵǇĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�
ƚŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚ�ďŽƚŚ��ĂƉĞ�dŽǁŶ Ɛ͛�
tdD� �ĨƌŝĐĂ� ĂŶĚ� �ƵƌďĂŶ Ɛ͛�
/ŶĚĂďĂ͕�ďĞĨŽƌĞ��ŽǀŝĚ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�
ŵĂŶǇ� ǁĞƌĞ� ĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ� ƚŽ�
ƐŚŽǁ�ĨĂĐĞ�ŽŶůǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�tdD͘
� � EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ůĞƐƐ�
ƚŚĂŶ� ƐĞǀĞŶ� ǁĞĞŬƐ� ƚŽ� ŐŽ� ŝŶ�
ĞĂƌůǇ�DĂƌĐŚ͕�ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚĞ� /ŶĚĂďĂ� ĮŶĂůůǇ� ŽƉĞŶĞĚ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĞŵƉƚǇ�
ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕� ůŽƐƚ� ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ĂďƐĞŶƚ� ĨĂĐĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� ƐŚŽǁ�
ǁĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵĐŚ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�
ǁĂƐ� ĚŽŶĞ͘� >ŝŶĚŝ� DƚŚĞƚŚǁĂ�
ƐĂǇƐ� ŚĞƌ� ƚĞĂŵ� ŚĂĚ� ͞ŐŽŽĚ�
ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ� ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ� ǁŝƚŚ�
ĂŐĞŶƚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƵƌ� ŬĞǇ� ƐŽƵƌĐĞ�
ŵĂƌŬĞƚƐ͕͟ � EŽƌƚŚ� Θ� ^ŽƵƚŚ�
�ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͕��ƵƌŽƉĞ͕�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĂƐƚ�
�ƐŝĂ� ĂŶĚ� �ĂƐƚ� Θ� tĞƐƚ� �ĨͲ
ƌŝĐĂ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ͘�KŶĞ�ůŽĚŐĞ�
ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� DĂŶǇĞůĞƟ�
ƉĂƌƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� 'ƌĞĂƚĞƌ� <ƌƵŐĞƌ�
EĂƟŽŶĂů� WĂƌŬ� ƐĂŝĚ� ƐŚĞ� ŚĂĚ�
ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ� ƚĂŬĞŶ� ďŽŽŬŝŶŐƐ� ĨŽƌ�
:ƵŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵůǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽǁ͘�
� � ͞/͛ŵ� ŐůĂĚ� ^�d�ǁĞŶƚ� ĂŚĞĂĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ� ŝƚ͕͟ � ƐĂǇƐ� tŝĞƐƚ͘� ͞/Ĩ� ŝƚ�
ǁĂƐ�ŵǇ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ͕� /�ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ�
ǁŽƵůĚ͛ǀĞ�ĐĂŶĐĞůůĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ǁŽƵůĚ͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞ͟
 
 What did it cost
��^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�dŽƵƌŝƐŵ�ŚŽƐƚͲ
ĞĚ� ϭϵϰ� � ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ĂŶĚ�

ϱϭ�ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐ�ďƵǇĞƌƐ͕�ƉůƵƐ�ϱϴ�
ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ŵĞĚŝĂ� Ăƚ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ǇĞĂƌ Ɛ͛� �ĨƌŝĐĂ� dƌĂǀĞů� /ŶĚĂďĂ͘�
tŚŝůĞ� ^�d� ǁŽƵůĚ� ŶŽƚ� ƉƌŽͲ
ǀŝĚĞ��ĂŝůǇ�DĂǀĞƌŝĐŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƵĐŚ�ŚŽƐƟŶŐ�Ͳ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ� ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ͕�
meals and travel around 
^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞƚƵƌŶ� ĂŝƌͲ
fare to and from their desͲ
ƟŶĂƟŽŶ� Ͳ� ŝƚ� ŚĂƐ� ůŽŶŐ� ďĞĞŶ�
ƐĞĞŶ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�ĂƐ�ŽŶĞ�
ǁĂǇ� ŽĨ� ŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� ĂŶĚ�
ŵŽƐƚůǇ� ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ� ƚŽƉ�
ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƚƌĂǀĞůͲ
ůĞƌ Ɛ͛�ŵŝŶĚ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƐƉĞĂŬƐ� ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ũŽďƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ĐĂƌĞĞƌƐ� ŝŶ�Ă�ĐƌƵĐŝĂů� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘ �
�Ƶƚ� ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƚŚĞ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨͲ
ƌŝĐĂŶ� ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌ� ƉĂǇƐ� Ă� ƐŵĂůů�
fortune.
  
Where to From Here
� � ͞DĂŬĞ� ŝƚ� ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ� ĨŽƌ�
ƐŵĂůů� ĂŶĚ� ŵĞĚŝƵŵ� ĐŽŵƉĂͲ
ŶŝĞƐ� ƚŽ� ĞǆŚŝďŝƚ͕͟ � ƐĂǇƐ� KŶŶĞ�
sĞŐƚĞƌ͕ �ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŽĨ�tŝůĚ�tŝŶŐƐ�
^ĂĨĂƌŝƐ͘�͞<ĞĞƉ�ŝƚ�ĨƌĞĞ�ĨŽƌ�ďƵǇͲ
ĞƌƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ǀĞƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͘ ��ŶĚ�
ŚŽǁ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁĞ�ŬĞĞƉ�ŵƵŶŝĐŝͲ
ƉĂůŝƟĞƐ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�/ŶĚĂďĂ͘�tĂƐƚĞ�
ŽĨ�ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌƐ͛�ŵŽŶĞǇ͘͟
  “EŽǁ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ� ƚŽ� ĞƐͲ
ƚĂďůŝƐŚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ� ĐŽŵͲ
ŵŝƩĞĞ͕͟ � ƐĂǇƐ� ^�d^� Ɛ͛� &ƌŽƐƚ͘�
͞DĂŬĞ� ŶĞǆƚ� ǇĞĂƌ Ɛ͛� /ŶĚĂďĂ�
ďĞƩĞƌ͕ � ŵŽƌĞ� ƌŽďƵƐƚ͕� ĨŽͲ
ĐƵƐĞĚ͘͟ �
  
�ĞŐŐ Ɛ͛��ŽŵŵĞŶƚ͗
� � �ŌĞƌ� ĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂǇďĞ�ĮĨͲ
teen Travel Indabas, wearing 
ŵǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŚĂƚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƚƌĂǀĞů�ǁƌŝƚͲ
Ğƌ͕ �ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƵŝĚĞ͕�
/� ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�/͛ǀĞ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚ�
ƚŚĞ�ĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞŵŝŶĂů�
ƚƌĂǀĞů�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƐŚŽǁ͘�/͛ǀĞ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŝƚ�
Ăƚ� ŝƚƐ�ǌĞŶŝƚŚ� ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϰ͕�Ă�ƟŵĞ�
ǁŚĞŶ� ĞŶĚůĞƐƐ� ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�
ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ� ǁŽƵůĚ� ĨŽůůŽǁ� ŽŶ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�ďƵǇĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆͲ
ŚŝďŝƚŽƌƐ� ŶĞŐŽƟĂƟŶŐ� ĚĞĂůƐ͘�
�Ƶƚ� ŝƚ Ɛ͛� ŶŽƚ� ũƵƐƚ� ŚĂƌĚ� ďƵƐŝͲ
ŶĞƐƐ͕�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĚĞĂůƐ�
ĂƌĞ� ƌŽŽƚĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͕� ƐƵĐŚ�
as the astounding tale of 
ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�DŽǌĂŵͲ
ďŝƋƵĞ Ɛ͛� 'ŽƌŽŶŐŽƐĂ� EĂƟŽŶĂů�
WĂƌŬ͘�
� � dƌĂǀĞů� ƐƉĞĂŬƐ� ƚŽ� ƐƚŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ� Ͳ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƚŽƌǇ� ŽĨ� ƉĞŽͲ
ƉůĞ� Ͳ� ĂŶĚ� ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĐŽŶͲ
ƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ĐƵůƚƵƌĞƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞƐ͘� �Ŷ� ƌŽƵƚĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ůĂƐƚ� ƉĂŐĞ͕� ŝƚ� ƚĂŐƐ� ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ͕ �
ǁĞůůͲǁŽƌŶ�ŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞ�ƚŚĞŵĞƐ͕�
ůŝŬĞ� ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ͕� ĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ͕�
ƉĞƌƐĞǀĞƌĂŶĐĞ͕� ĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ � ĐŽƵƌͲ
ĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƌĚ�ǁŽƌŬ͘�tŚŝĐŚ�/�
ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞ� ŝƐ�ǁŚǇ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�
ŽĨ�͚/ŶĚĂďĂ͛�Ͳ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚůǇ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�
ƐŝŶĐĞ�ϮϬϭϴ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�dƌĂǀͲ
Ğů� /ŶĚĂďĂ� Ͳ� ŝƐ� ƐƵĐŚ�ĂŶ�ĞŵŽͲ
ƟǀĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ͘�&Žƌ�ĂƐ��ŽǀŝĚͲϭϵ�
ƉƌŽǀĞĚ͕� ƚŚĞ� ďĂƐŝĐ͕� ĨŽŽĚͲŽŶͲ

ƚŚĞͲƚĂďůĞ�ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ƚĞŶƐ�
ŽĨ� ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ͕� ĚĞƉĞŶĚƐ� ŽŶ�
ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ� ĐŽŵŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ƐĞĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�
^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�ŝƐ�Ăůů�ĂďŽƵƚ͘�
� � dŚĂƚ� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ĞǆƉůŽĚĞƐ�
ĞǆƉŽŶĞŶƟĂůůǇ� ǁŚĞŶ� ĐŽŶͲ
sidering that, as the name 
ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƐ� Ͳ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƐ� ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�
ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞ� ĂŶĚ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝͲ
ĐĂŶ� dŽƵƌŝƐŵ Ɛ͛� ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
ŚĞĂĚ��ŵĂŶĚĂ�<ŽƚǌĞͲEŚůĂƉŽ�
ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚ�ŵĞ�Ͳ�/ŶĚĂďĂ�
ŝƐ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ� ŽĨ� ŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐ�
�ĨƌŝĐĂ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͘�/Ŷ�ŵƵĐŚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�>ŽŶĚŽŶ Ɛ͛�
tŽƌůĚ� dƌĂǀĞů� DĂƌŬĞƚ� ĂŶĚ�
�ĞƌůŝŶ Ɛ͛� /d�� ;/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂůĞ�
Tourismus��ƂƌƐĞͿ�ƐŚŽǁĐĂƐĞƐ�
the world to the global 
ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ.�&Žƌ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶƐ͕�
the devil lies in the detail of 
ũƵƐƚ�ŚŽǁ�ǁĞ�ƐĞůů�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ. 
� � ^ŚŽƵůĚ� ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌƐ� ďĞ� ƉĂǇͲ
ŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ� Ă� ƌƵƌĂů� >ŝŵƉŽƉŽ� Žƌ�
DƉƵŵĂůĂŶŐĂ� ŵŽŵ� ͚Ŷ� ƉŽƉ�
ƐŚŽƉ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ƚŽ�
tdD� >ŽŶĚŽŶ͕� ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ� ĂŶǇ�
ƌĞĂů�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶͲ
ĂďůĞ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘� /ƚ Ɛ͛� Ă� ƌŚĞƚŽƌŝͲ
ĐĂů� ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕� ĂƐ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽŶŐͲ
ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ� ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ� ĂďŽƵƚ�
ƌƵƌĂů�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƟĞƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� ŶŽ�
ƌĞĂů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ͕� ůĞƚ�ĂůŽŶĞ�ƚŽƵƌͲ
ŝƐŵ� ͚ƐƵƐƐ͕͛ � ďĞŝŶŐ� ĨƵŶĚĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ĂƩĞŶĚ� /ŶĚĂďĂƐ� ĂŶĚ� tdDƐ͘�
tŚĞŶ� ƐƚĂī͕� ĐůĞĂƌůǇ� ǁŝƚŚ� ŶŽ�
ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ͕� ƐƉĞŶĚ� ŵŽƌĞ� ĞŶͲ
ĞƌŐǇ� ůŝŶŝŶŐ� ƵƉ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� ůƵŶĐŚ�
ƋƵĞƵĞƐ͕� ŝƚ� ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ� Ă� ĐŚĂůͲ
lenge for the organisers. 
�Ɛ� ĚŽ� ƉƌŽǀŝŶĐŝĂů� ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ�
ƐƚĂī� ŵŽƌĞ� ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ� ǁŝƚŚ�
ƐŚŽƉƉŝŶŐ� Ăƚ� ,ĂƌƌŽĚƐ� ƚŚĂŶ�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ�
ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞ�ŝŶ�>ŽŶĚŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞůů͘�
� � ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ� ůŝƚĞƌĂůůǇ� ĐĂŶͲ
ŶŽƚ� ĂīŽƌĚ� ƚŽ� Įǆ� �ƐŬŽŵ͕�
WZ�^�͕�^���ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�
government ministries on 
ƚŚĞ� ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ� ƚĂďůĞ͘� �ůĞĂƌͲ
ůǇ͕ � ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ� ǁĂƌŵ� ͚Ŷ� ĨƵǌǌǇ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŽƵŶĚ͕�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�
ĂīŽƌĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂďŽǀĞ� ĞǆƚƌĂǀĂͲ
ŐĂŶĐĞƐ͕� ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�
Ăůů� ĐŽŵĞƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ�
ƉŽƚ;ŚŽůĞͿ͘� �Ƶƚ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝͲ
ĐĂŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĨĂŵĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĚĂƉƟŶŐ͘�
tŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ� ŽĨ� ůĞĂĚͲ
ĞƌƐ� ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ� ƐĞĐͲ
ƚŽƌ͕ �ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŬĞƐ�
ŽĨ�^�d Ɛ͛�<ŽƚǌĞͲEŚůĂƉŽ͕�ĐŽŵͲ
ŵŽŶ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ĐĂŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŽ�
ďĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŬĞ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�
ƐĞĐƚŽƌ� ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕� ƉƵďůŝĐ� ĂŶĚ�
ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ͖� ƚŽ� ĐŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƚĞ� ĂŶĚ�
ĞŶƐƵƌĞ� ƚŚĞ� ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�
ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ� ƌĞŵĂƌŬĂďůĞ� ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŽƵĐŚĞƐ�Ăůů�ŽƵƌ� ůŝǀĞƐ͕� ŝŶ�
ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĂƐƉĞĐƚ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ͘
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Hoedspruit’s shining Hockey star

Elita van Staden (above & left) 
Elita in action on campus at the University of 
Pennsylvania in the USA where she will captain 
the UPENN side in the upcoming season.
Images supplied.

Mark Bishop

   It was brought to my at-
ƚĞŶƟŽŶ� ƚŚĂƚ� ,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ�
had a star women’s hockey 
player that was rocking the 
boat in the United States. 

  This certainly piqued my 
interest having been a na-
ƟŽŶĂů� ŚŽĐŬĞǇ� ĐŽĂĐŚ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�
ŝŶ�Ă�ƉĂƐƚ�ůŝĨĞ͘
  Some research revealed 
ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ǁĂƐ� ŝŶ� ĨĂĐƚ� ƚƌƵĞ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� �ůŝƚĂ� ǀĂŶ� ^ƚĂĚĞŶ͕�
ĨƌŽŵ� ,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ� ǁĂƐ� ŝŶ-
deed rocking the boat at 
ƚŚĞ� hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ� ŽĨ� WĞŶŶƐǇů-
ǀĂŶŝĂ� ;hW�EEͿ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĞĂƐƚ�
ĐŽĂƐƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝƚĞĚ� ^ƚĂƚĞƐ�
ŽĨ� �ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͊� /� ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ĐŽƌŶĞƌ�ŚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ�
Ăƚ�dŚĞ�&ĂƌŵŚŽƵƐĞ�ŝŶ�,ŽĞĚ-
ƐƉƌƵŝƚ͘
� � �ůŝƚĂ͛Ɛ� ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ � <ŽďƵƐ� ǁĂƐ�
ďŽƌŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĞǁ�ƵƉ�ŝŶ�,ŽĞĚ-
ƐƉƌƵŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬƐ�ŚĞƌĞ͘�,Ğƌ�
ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ �DĂůĞŶŝ�ĐĂŵĞ�ĚŽǁŶ�
ƚŽ� ,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ� ĂŶĚ� �ůŝƚĂ�
ůŝǀĞĚ� ŚĞƌĞ� ƵŶƟů� ƚŚĞ� ĂŐĞ� ŽĨ�
ϵ͘� /ƚ� ǁĂƐ� ƚŚĞŶ� ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ� ƚŽ�
move her to schooling in 
WƌĞƚŽƌŝĂ� ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ŽĨ� ďĞƩĞƌ�
ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ŵŽƌĞ� ĞƐƉĞ-
ĐŝĂůůǇ� ƐƉŽƌƟŶŐ� ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝ-
ƟĞƐ͘� �ůŝƚĂ� ŵĂƚƌŝĐƵůĂƚĞĚ� Ăƚ�
,ŽĞƌƐŬŽŽů�DĞŶůŽ�WĂƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�
�ŶŐůŝƐŚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŚŽŵĞ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘
� � �ĞŝŶŐ� Ă� ŚŽĐŬĞǇ� ĐŽĂĐŚ͕�
Maleni started coaching 
�ůŝƚĂ�ŝŶ�ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�
ŽĨ�ϳ͘� ^ŚĞ�ƉůĂǇĞĚ�ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�Ăůů�

ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͘�/Ŷ�ŚĞƌ�ŵĂƚ-
ƌŝĐ� ǇĞĂƌ͕ � ,ŽĞƌƐŬŽŽů� DĞŶůŽ�
WĂƌŬ� ŚĂĚ� Ă� ƉŚĞŶŽŵĞŶĂů�
ĮƌƐƚ�ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�ƚĞĂŵ͘��ůŝƚĂ�ĐĂƉ-
tained the team in that very 
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͘�/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐŽ�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞǇ� ǁĞƌĞ�
ranked the number one 
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚĞĂŵ�ŝŶ�̂ ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ͘
� � �ůŝƚĂ� ǁĂƐ� ĐŚŽƐĞŶ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ�
EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ� �ůƵĞƐ� ,ŽĐŬĞǇ�
team to play in the inter-
provincial hockey tourna-
ŵĞŶƚ͕� ƚŚĂƚ�ǇĞĂƌ� ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŚĞůĚ�
ŝŶ� WŝĞƚĞƌŵĂƌŝƚǌďƵƌŐ͘� dŚĞ�
tournament was a success 
ĨŽƌ��ůŝƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĞ�ĐĂŵĞ�ĂǁĂǇ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� hϭϴ� ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�
team to play a three test 
ƐĞƌŝĞƐ� ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͘�
That series was won by 
^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ĮƌƐƚ�
ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�ƐŝǆƚĞĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͊�
� � /ŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ� ĂŌĞƌ� ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͕� ^�� ,ŽĐŬĞǇ� ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�
to know what Elita’s plans 
ǁĞƌĞ� ŐŽŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͘� ^ŚĞ�
ǁĂƐ� ƚŽůĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝĨ� ƐŚĞ� ǁĞŶƚ�
ŽǀĞƌƐĞĂƐ͕� ƐŚĞ� ǁŽƵůĚ� ŶŽƚ�
ďĞ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ĨŽƌ�
ĂŶǇ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�
ƐŝĚĞ͊
� � /Ŷ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŝĚĚůĞ� ŽĨ� ŵĂƚƌŝĐ�
�ůŝƚĂ�ďĞŐĂŶ� ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŚĞƌ�
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ� ĂŶĚ� ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ� ƐŚĞ�
would go to university in 
^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�Žƌ�ŽǀĞƌƐĞĂƐ͘�/ƚ�
ǁĂƐ�Ă�ďŝŐ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ͘�
With the encouragement 
ŽĨ� ŚĞƌ� ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕� �ůŝƚĂ� ĐŽŶ-
tacted numerous coaches 

ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝƚĞĚ� ^ƚĂƚĞƐ͘� ^ŚĞ�
sent out her CV and a list 
ŽĨ�ŚĞƌ�ƐƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ĂĐĐŽŵƉůŝƐŚ-
ŵĞŶƚƐ�ʹ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽĂĐŚ-
ĞƐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚ͘�
� � /Ŷ�DĂƌĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ǀĂŶ� ^ƚĂĚĞŶ� ĨĂŵŝůǇ� ǁĞŶƚ�
over to the United States 
ƚŽ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�Ɛŝǆ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌ-
ƐŝƟĞƐ͕� ŵŽƐƚůǇ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĞĂƐƚ�
ĐŽĂƐƚ͘� �ůŝƚĂ� ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�
ĨĞůů�ŝŶ�ůŽǀĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�hW�EE͘�
The whole university vibe 
was right and they had a 
very good Business Man-
ĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ� ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ� ;ǁŚŝĐŚ�
was what Elita wanted to 
ƐƚƵĚǇͿ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�ƐƉŽƌƚ-
ŝŶŐ� ƉĞĚŝŐƌĞĞ͘� ^ŚĞ� ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ�
ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘
���Ɛ�ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�
ǇĞĂƌ� ƐƚĂƌƚƐ� ŝŶ� �ƵŐƵƐƚ͕� �ůŝƚĂ�
ŚĂĚ� ƐĞǀĞŶ� ŵŽŶƚŚƐ� ďĞĨŽƌĞ�
ŐŽŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ^ƚĂƚĞƐ͘� � � ^ŚĞ�
ƵƟůŝƐĞĚ� ŚĞƌ� ƟŵĞ� ďǇ� ĚŽŝŶŐ�
Ă� ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ� ĐĂůĐƵůƵƐ�
ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
WƌĞƚŽƌŝĂ͕� ĐŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ� ĂŶ� hϭϰ�
ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�ƚĞĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͘
� � ^ŚĞ� ƚŚĞŶ� ĚĞƉĂƌƚĞĚ� ĨŽƌ�
hW�EE� ƚŽ� ƐƚƵĚǇ� ^ƚƌĂƚĞ-
ŐŝĐ� DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ� K/��
;ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ� ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĞƐͿ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ�
tŚĂƌƚŽŶ� ^ĐŚŽŽů� ŽĨ� �ƵƐŝ-
ŶĞƐƐ� Ăƚ� hW�EE͘� dŚĞ� ŵĂŐ-
ŶŝƚƵĚĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ� ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�
can best be understood by 
ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ� Ăƚ� hW�EE� ďĞŝŶŐ�
ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� /sz�>ĞĂŐƵĞ�ƵŶŝ-
ǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�/sz�>ĞĂŐƵĞ�ŝƐ�
ƚŚĞ� ĐƌğŵĞ� ĚĞ� ůĂ� ĐƌğŵĞ� ŽĨ�

ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝƚĞĚ�
^ƚĂƚĞƐ͕� ĂĚĚ� ŝŶ� ,ĂƌǀĂƌĚ͕�
WƌŝŶĐĞƚŽŶ͕� zĂůĞ͕� �Ăƌƚ-
ŵŽƵƚŚ͕��ŽƌŶĞůů͕��ƌŽǁŶ�ĂŶĚ�
Columbia and you have the 
ďĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ͊�
��&ŝĞůĚ�ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�ŝƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ĨĂƐƚĞƐƚ� ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ� ƐƉŽƌƚƐ� ŝŶ�
the States and there is a big 
ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ�ƚŽ�ŐƌŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŽƌƚ͘�
dŚĞ� /sz� ůĞĂŐƵĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ�
don’t necessarily take in in-
ƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƉůĂǇĞƌƐ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĨŽĐƵƐƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŐƌŽǁ-
ŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƉŽƌƚ� ůŽĐĂůůǇ͕� ĂŶĚ�
ƐŽ� ŽŶůǇ� ŽŶĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
a year is brought into the 
hW�EE͕�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͘
��/Ŷ��ůŝƚĂ͛Ɛ�ĮƌƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƐŚĞ�ůŝǀĞĚ�
in a dormitory with a bunch 
ŽĨ� ŽƚŚĞƌ� ĮƌƐƚ� ǇĞĂƌƐ͕� ĂŶĚ�
then in her second year she 
ŵŽǀĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚǁŽ�ĮĞůĚ�
ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞƐ� ;ŽŶĞ� ĨŽƌ� ũƵ-
ŶŝŽƌƐ� ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ� ĨŽƌ� ƐĞŶŝŽƌƐͿ͘�
�ůŝƚĂ� ůŝǀĞƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƐƚ� ŽĨ�
her class in a house with 
ƚĞŶ� ŐŝƌůƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�
ƚĞĂŵ͘� dŚĞǇ� ŚĂǀĞ� Ă� ĐŽĂĐŚ͕�
ƚǁŽ� ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ� ĐŽĂĐŚĞƐ͕� Ă�
ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ� ĂŶĚ� ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶŝŶŐ�
ĐŽĂĐŚ͕� ĂŶĚ� Ă� ŶƵƚƌŝƟŽŶŝƐƚ͘�
^ŽŽŶ�hW�EE�ǁŝůů�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�
Ă� ŵĞŶƚĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƉƌŽĨĞƐ-
ƐŝŽŶĂů�ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�
ƚĞĂŵ͕� ƵƉƉŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŽĨĞƐ-
ƐŝŽŶĂůŝƐŵ�ƚŽ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ůĞǀĞů͘�

��dŚĞ�hW�EE�ƚĞĂŵ�ŚĂƐ��ůŝƚĂ�
ĨƌŽŵ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ͕�ŽŶĞ��Ă-
ŶĂĚŝĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚǁŽ��ƵƚĐŚ�ŐŝƌůƐ͘�
hW�EE�ƉůĂǇ� ŝŶ�Ă� ůĞĂŐƵĞ�ŽŶ�

ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƐƚ�ĐŽĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�h^�ĂŶĚ�
currently lie third in the 
ůĞĂŐƵĞ� ;,ĂƌǀĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�WƌŝŶĐ-
eton are usually the top 
ƚǁŽͿ� Ͳ� ďƵƚ� ŐŽŝŶŐ� ŝŶƚŽ� ŶĞǆƚ�
ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�hW�EE�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƌĞĂůŝƐƟĐ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ�
to upset the applecart and 
ĐŽŵĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉ�ƚǁŽ͊�
� � EŽǁ� ŐŽŝŶŐ� ŝŶƚŽ� ŚĞƌ� ƐĞ-
ŶŝŽƌ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ ��ůŝƚĂ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶ-
volved in discussions with 
coaches and the team and 
ĂŌĞƌ�ƐŽŵĞ�ǀŽƟŶŐ͕�ƐŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�
announced as the new cap-
ƚĂŝŶ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞǆƚ� ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͘�
�ůŝƚĂ� ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƐ� ŚĞƌƐĞůĨ� Ă�
natural leader but realises 
ƚŚĞ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ůĞĂĚĞƌ� ŽĨ� Ă� ŐƌŽƵƉ� ǁŚŽƐĞ�
ĐƵůƚƵƌĞƐ� ǀĂƌǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƌĞ� ĨƵŶ-
ĚĂŵĞŶƚĂůůǇ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ƚŽ�
ŚĞƌƐ͘� ^ŚĞ� ŝƐ� ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶƚ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͘�
There has never been an 
ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ĐĂƉƚĂŝŶ� Ăƚ�
hW�EE͕�ŵƵĐŚ� ůĞƐƐ�Ă�^ŽƵƚŚ�
�ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� ĂŶĚ� �ůŝƚĂ� ŝƐ� ŝŶ� ĨĂĐƚ�
ƚŚĞ� ĮƌƐƚ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�
ƚŽ� ĐĂƉƚĂŝŶ� ĂŶǇ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� /sz�
>ĞĂŐƵĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ͊
���ůŝƚĂ�ƉůĂǇƐ�ĐĞŶƚƌĞ�ŵŝĚĮĞůĚ�
ʹ� ŽŶĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƚǁŽ� ĐĞŶƚƌĞ�
ƉůĂǇĞƌƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĮĞůĚ� ůŝŶĞ�
ŽĨ�ĨŽƵƌ�ʹ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ĂƩĂĐŬŝŶŐ�Žƌ�
ĚĞĨĞŶƐŝǀĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�
ƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚ� ďǇ� EŝŬĞ͕� ƐŚŽĞƐ�
ďǇ� �ƐŝĐƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞǇ� ĐĂŶ�
ĐŚŽŽƐĞ� ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ƐƟĐŬƐ� ʹ� ƐŚĞ� ƉůĂǇƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� d<�
ʹ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ŭŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĐŽƵƌ-
ƚĞƐǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͊

  Elita is very quick to state 
that probably the two 
things she misses the most 
ĂƌĞ� Ă� ŐŽŽĚ� ďƌĂĂŝ͛Ě� ƐƚĞĂŬ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� �ĨƌŝĐĂŶ� ŚƵ-
ŵŽƵƌ͘ �,Ğƌ�ůŝĨĞ�ŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞǁŚĂƚ�
ƐƵƌƌĞĂů͕� ůŝǀŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� ƚǁŽ� ĐŽŵ-
plete opposite surround-
ŝŶŐƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� ďƵŝůƚͲƵƉ� ĐŝƚǇ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h^�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƐŚ�ŝŶ�^�͊�
She really does have the 
ďĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ďŽƚŚ�ǁŽƌůĚƐ͘
� � dŚĞ�hϮϭ�tŽŵĂŶ͛Ɛ�tŽƌůĚ�
�ƵƉ� ,ŽĐŬĞǇ� ǁĂƐ� ŚĞůĚ� ŝŶ�
DĂƌĐŚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ǇĞĂƌ͕ � ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�
^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�ǁŽŵĂŶ͛Ɛ�ƐŝĚĞ�
ǁĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĞǆĂĐƚ� ƐĂŵĞ� ƚĞĂŵ�
ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�hϭϴ�ƚĞĂŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϭϴ�
Ͳ� ĞǆĐĞƉƚ� ĨŽƌ� �ůŝƚĂ͘� ͞/ƚ� ǁĂƐ�
ďŝƩĞƌƐǁĞĞƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ� ƚŚĂƚ� /� ŚĂǀĞ�
ŵĂĚĞ͕� ĂŶĚ� /� ĚŽŶ͛ƚ� ƌĞŐƌĞƚ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ� ĨŽƌ� ŽŶĞ� ƐĞĐ-
ŽŶĚ͘�dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ� ƚŚĞ� ƌƵůĞƐ�ŽĨ�^��
ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�/�ŐƵĞƐƐ͕͟ �ƐĂǇƐ��ůŝƚĂ͘
  Elita went on to state that 
͞/͛ŵ�ŶŽƚ�ƐƵƌĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�/�ǁŝůů�ĚŽ�
ŽŶĐĞ�/�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞ�ʹ�ůĞƚ͛Ɛ�ǁĂŝƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĞ͘� /�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞ� ŝŶ�DĂǇ�
ϮϬϮϯ͘�/�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƐĂĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝůů�
ŵŝƐƐ�hW�EE͘�/�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�
ĚŽ�ŵǇ�D���ďƵƚ�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ǁŝůů� ďĞ� Ă� ůŝƩůĞ� ůĂƚĞƌ͘ � /�ǁĂŶƚ�
ƚŽ� ŐĞƚ� ƐŽŵĞ� ƌĞĂůͲǁŽƌůĚ�Ğǆ-
ƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ĮƌƐƚ͘͟
� �,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ� ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽƵĚ�
ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƚĂƌ͕ �ƐŚŝŶŝŶŐ�ďƌŝŐŚƚůǇ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝƚĞĚ� ^ƚĂƚĞƐ͘� <ĞĞƉ�
ŽƵƌ� ŇĂŐ� ŇǇŝŶŐ� ŚŝŐŚ� ĂŶĚ�
ŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�Ă�ƚŽĂƐƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ũŽď�ďĞŝŶŐ�
ǀĞƌǇ�ǁĞůů�ĚŽŶĞ͊�
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An Avoidable War

The Mayor’s minute in May 2022 
Mark Bishop

  We started on a good note 
in the month of May with 
ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�
ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�
ďƵĚŐĞƚ͘�>ĞŐŝƐůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
1st�:ƵůǇ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ŝŵ-
ƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞǁ� /ŶƚĞ-
ŐƌĂƚĞĚ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�WůĂŶ͘�
  There has been progress 
ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůŽĐĂ-
ƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� WůĂƐƟĐ� sŝĞǁ� ʹ� ǁĞ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĞĚ� ƐŽŵĞ�
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞǁ�
ŝŶƚĞƌĐŚĂŶŐĞ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ZϰϬͬ
ZϱϮϳ͕� ďƵƚ� ǁĞ� ĂƌĞ� ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ� ƐĞƩůĞŵĞŶƚ� ǀĞƌǇ� ƐŽŽŶ͘�
The Department of Coop-
ĞƌĂƟǀĞ� 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ŚĂƐ�
agreed to bring in extra 
ŚĞůƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƉŐƌĂĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ� ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁŝůů� ĂĐ-
ĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝǌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞƩůĞŵĞŶƚ͘� tĞ� ĂůƐŽ� ŚĂǀĞ�
ƚŚĞ� ,ŽƵƐŝŶŐ� �ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
�ŐĞŶĐǇ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁĂŶƚƐ� ƚŽ� ƉůĂǇ�
Ă�ƌŽůĞ� ŝŶ�ĂƐƐŝƐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůŽ-

ĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�WůĂƐƟĐ�sŝĞǁ�ʹ�ǁĞ�
are hoping to extend that 
ŚĞůƉ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� �ĂŶŐŽ� ƐĞƩůĞ-
ŵĞŶƚ͘�tŚĂƚ� ŝƐ� ǀĞƌǇ� ŝŵƉŽƌ-
tant is that the town must 
ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ĨĂĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
Ă�ĐůĞĂŶ�ŽŶĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŝŵ-
ƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ� ƚŽǁŶ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ƚŚŝƐ� ŝƐ� Ă�
ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƚŽƵƌŝƐƚ�ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ͘�
��tĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�
ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ� ĨĞƐƟ-
ǀĂů� ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ� ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ĚŽ� ƚŚĂƚ�
with dirt around town. One 
of the main things that we 
ĂƌĞ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŽ�ƵƉŐƌĂĚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ� ĨĂĐĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƚŽǁŶ͕� ŝƐ�ďǇ�
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘�
dŚĞ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�
ZŽĂĚ��ŐĞŶĐǇ�ŚĂƐ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�
bring in the money to up-
ŐƌĂĚĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƌŽƵƚĞ͘� dŚĞ� ŽŶůǇ�
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁĞ� ŚĂǀĞ�
ƉŝĐŬĞĚ� ƵƉ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŶŽƚ� Ăůů�
ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĞĚ͘� /� ŚĂǀĞ� ĂƐŬĞĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ŵǇ�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ� ^ŽƵƚŚ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�

ZŽĂĚ��ŐĞŶĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞŶ-
gage the engineers to fur-
ƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞŶĚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĂǇ� ǁĞ� ŚĂǀĞ� Ă�
ǀŝĂďůĞ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂďůĞ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ� ǁŝůů�
ůŽŽŬ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ͘
� �tĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐ-
sions around the interna-
ƟŽŶĂů�ůŝĐĞŶĐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŝƌƉŽƌƚ�
ʹ� ĂŌĞƌ� ƚŚĞ� ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ� ǁĞ�
ŐŽƚ� Ă� ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů� ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�
ŵĞĞƟŶŐ� ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ� ƚŽ� ĞƐƟ-
mate the number of tour-
ŝƐƚƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ� ĐŽƵůĚ� ďĞ� ŚĂŶ-
ĚůŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ� ƚĂůŬ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�
ƌŽůĞ� ƉůĂǇĞƌƐ� ƚŽ� ĐŚĞĐŬ� ŚŽǁ�
ĨĂƌ�ǁĞ� ĐĂŶ� ŐŽ� ŝĨ�ǁĞ� ĂƌĞ� ƚŽ�
ŐĞƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ůŝĐĞŶĐĞ͘�/�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞ� ůĞĂƐĞŚŽůĚĞƌ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� Ăŝƌ-
ƉŽƌƚ� ŝŶ� ,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ� ŝƐ� ůŽŽŬ-
ŝŶŐ� ŝŶƚŽ� ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ� ŝŶƚŽ� Ă�
ƚĞƌŵŝŶĂů� ƚŽ� ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƚƌĂǀĞůůĞƌƐ͘�
�Ɛ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ� ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ� Ă� ŶĞǁ� ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ� ďĞůƚ� ƚŽ�

ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞ� ďĞĂĐŚ� ĂŶĚ�
ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�ʹ�sŝůĂŶŬƵůŽƐ͕�,ŽĞĚ-
ƐƉƌƵŝƚ� ĂŶĚ� �ĂƉĞ� dŽǁŶ͕� Žƌ�
sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ� &ĂůůƐ͕� ,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ�
ĂŶĚ� �ĂƉĞ� dŽǁŶ͘� tĞ� ŚĂǀĞ�
ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ� ǁŝƚŚ� �ŝƌůŝŶŬ� ĂŶĚ�
ǁĞ� ĂƌĞ� ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ� ƚŽ�
ŚĂǀŝŶŐ� Ă� ŵƵĐŚ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�
ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ� ĂƩƌĂĐƟŽŶ� ƉŽŝŶƚ� ŝŶ�
Hoedspruit. 
� � tĞ� ĂůƐŽ� ŚĂĚ� ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ�
with the Department of 
WŽůŝĐĞ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� Ă� ŶĞǁ� ƉŽůŝĐĞ�
ƐƚĂƟŽŶ͘� /� ǁŝůů� ŵĞĞƚ� ǁŝƚŚ�
ƚŚĞ��ĞƉƵƚǇ�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�WŽ-
ůŝĐĞ� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉůĞĚŐĞ� ďǇ�
the Department in this re-
ŐĂƌĚ͘��Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�
growth point of the mu-
ŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƚǇ� ŝƐ� ƉƌŝŵĂƌŝůǇ� ƚŚĞ�
ǀŝůůĂŐĞƐ͘� �ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
ŵƵƐƚ�ƚƌĂǀĞů�ϰϬŬŵ�ƚŽ�,ŽĞĚ-
ƐƉƌƵŝƚ� Žƌ� ϳϬŬŵ� ƚŽ� DĂĂŬĞ�
ƚŽ� ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ� ŚĞůƉ͘� tĞ� ŚĂǀĞ�
seen growth in these areas 
ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŶĞĐĞƐƐŝƚĂƚĞƐ� ŝŶƚĞƌ-
ǀĞŶƟŽŶ� ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ� ƉŽůŝĐŝŶŐ͕�

ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ� ƐĞƚƵƉ� ŽĨ� Ă�
ƐĂƚĞůůŝƚĞ� ƉŽůŝĐĞ� ƐƚĂƟŽŶ� ŝƐ�
ŶŽƚ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ͘�
� � tŝƚŚ� ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĞ-
ǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ^ĞƉĞŬĞ�
�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�sŝůůĂŐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�KĂŬƐ͕�
the Department of Tourism 
ŚĂƐ� ŐŝǀĞŶ� ƵƐ� Ă� ϭϮͲŵŽŶƚŚ�
ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ� ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͘� �ƚ� ƚŚŝƐ�
moment it is not opera-
ƟŽŶĂů� ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞĐĞƐ-
ƐĂƌǇ� ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ� ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�
ĂƌĞ� ŶŽƚ� ǇĞƚ� ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ͘� dŚŝƐ�
ŝƐ� Ă� ƌĞƐƵůƚ� ŽĨ� ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ� Ğǆ-
ƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ǁĂƐ�ŚŝƌĞĚ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͘�
KŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŝƌŽŶĞĚ�ŽƵƚ͕�ǁĞ�
ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞĂ�ƐŽƌƚ-
ĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ϭϮ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘
� �tĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�
with the Department of 
�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ� ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ĞŶƟƌĞ� ƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͕� ǁĞ� ĂƌĞ�
ƚŚĞ� ŽŶůǇ� ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƚǇ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ďĂƐŝĐ�ƉŽƐƚͲ
ŵĂƚƌŝĐ� ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů� ĨĂĐŝů-
ity. The Department has in 

ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞ� ĂŐƌĞĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƉƵƚ� ƵƉ�
Ă�ds�d�ĐŽůůĞŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ďƵƐǇ�
ǁŝƚŚ� Ă� ƉůĂŶ� ĨŽƌ� ŝƚ͘� /Ŷ� ƚŚĞ�
ŶĞǆƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ��Ğ-
ƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͕� /�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĐĂŶ� ĂĚǀŝƐĞ� ƵƐ� ǁŚĞŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ǁŚĞƌĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĐŽůůĞŐĞ� ǁŽƵůĚ�
ďĞ͘� dŚŽƐĞ� ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ� ĂƌĞ� ǀĞƌǇ�
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ� ƐŽ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁĞ� ĐĂŶ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�
��KŶĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ĂƌĞĂ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ŽƵƌ� ůŽĐĂůŝƚǇ� ĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ�
ďůĞƐƐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ� ŝƐ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘�
Our engagement with the 
�ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� �ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�
ŝƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞǇ� ƐŚŽƵůĚ� ůŽŽŬ�
ŝŶƚŽ� ƚŚŝƐ� ƐĞĐƚŽƌ� ĂƐ� Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�
ďĞŶĞĨĂĐƚŽƌ͘ �tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�
ƚŽ� ŐƌŽǁ� ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ� ŽƉ-
ƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĞŶƚƌĞƉƌĞ-
ŶĞƵƌƐŚŝƉ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĐĂŶ�
ǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ� ŝŶƚŽ� ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ� ůŝŬĞ�
ĨĂƌŵŝŶŐ͘�tĞ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�
Ă� ŐƌĞĂƚ� ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ� ďůŽĐŬ� ŝŶ�
,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĐĂƚĞƌƐ� ĨŽƌ�
ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƵƌŝƐŵ͘

Hannes Wessels 
  
� � �� ƌĞŐƌĞƩĂďůĞ� ƚƌĂŐĞĚǇ� ŝƐ�
ƵŶĨŽůĚŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� hŬƌĂŝŶĞ͘� dŚŝƐ�
ŵĂǇ�ǁĞůů�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝŐŐĞƐƚ�ǁĂƌ�
ŝŶ� �ƵƌŽƉĞ� ƐŝŶĐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ĞŶĚ� ŽĨ�
tt//� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŐƌĞĂƚ� ƉŽǁ-
ĞƌƐ� ĂƌĞ� ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐůǇ� ĐůŽƐĞ�
ƚŽ� Ă� ŶƵĐůĞĂƌ� ĐŽŶĨƌŽŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘�
tĞƐƚĞƌŶ� ŵĞĚŝĂ� ŝƐ� ĂůŵŽƐƚ�
ƵŶĂŶŝŵŽƵƐ�ŝŶ�ďůĂŵŝŶŐ�WƵƟŶ�
ďƵƚ� ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ� ďĂĐŬ� Ăƚ� ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ůĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚŝƐ� ƚŚĞƌĞ�
is another side to this sad 
story.
� � 'ŽŝŶŐ� ďĂĐŬ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĞ-
ƌŝŽĚ�ŽĨ�WĞƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĞĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�
�ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ͕� ZƵƐƐŝĂ� ŚĂƐ� ŚĂĚ�
Ă� ĐůŽƐĞ� ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ĂŶĚ� ĞƚŚŶŝĐ�
ĂĸŶŝƚǇ� ǁŝƚŚ� �ƵƌŽƉĞ͘� :ƵƐƚ�
ƚŚŝŶŬ� ŽĨ� ŶĂŵĞƐ� ůŝŬĞ� dĐŚĂŝ-

ŬŽǀƐŬǇ͕ � �ŽƐƚŽĞǀƐŬǇ͕ � WƵƐŚ-
ŬŝŶ͕�'ŽƌŬǇ͕ � WƌŽŬŽĮĞǀ͕ �ZĂĐŚ-
ŵĂŶŝŶŽĨ͕ � ^ŽůǌŚĞŶŝƚƐǇŶ͕�
WĂƐƚĞƌŶĂŬ͕�WĂǀůŽǀ͕ �^ĂŬŚĂƌŽǀ͕ �
ǁŚŽ� ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ� ƐŽ� ŵƵĐŚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŚĞƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕�
ŵƵƐŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ͕�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞ-
ŵŝŶĚĞĚ�ŚŽǁ�ĐůŽƐĞ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĞĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƵ-
ĐƵƐĞƐ͘� �ĞƐƉŝƚĞ� ƚŚŝƐ͕� tĞƐƚ-
ĞƌŶ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂƌƌŽŐĂŶƚůǇ�
ĚŝƐŵŝƐƐĞĚ�ZƵƐƐŝĂ�ĂƐ�Ă�ďĂĐŬ-
ǁĂƌĚ͕� ŶŽŶͲĚĞŵŽĐƌĂƟĐ� ƉŽ-
ůŝƟĐĂů� ĂŶĚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ǁĂƐƚĞ-
ůĂŶĚ͘
� � WŽůŝƟĐĂůůǇ� ŝƚ� ĚŝǀĞƌŐĞĚ�ĚƵƌ-
ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚ�ĞƌĂ͕�ďƵƚ�
ĞǀĞŶ� ƚŚĞŶ͕� ƚŚĞ� ĚŝǀŝĚĞ� ǁĂƐ�
ŶŽƚ�ĂƐ�ǁŝĚĞ�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ůĞĚ�
ƚŽ� ďĞůŝĞǀĞ͘� �Ɛ� ĨĂƌ� ďĂĐŬ� ĂƐ�
ϭϵϱϰ͕� ƚŚĞŶ� &ŽƌĞŝŐŶ� DŝŶŝƐ-

ƚĞƌ�DŽůŽƚŽǀ͕ �ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĐŬ-
ŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ^ŽǀŝĞƚ� ůĞĂĚĞƌ� EŝŬŝƚĂ�
<ŚƌƵƐŚĐŚĞǀ͕ � ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞ� h^^Z� ũŽŝŶ� ĂŶ� ĂůůŝĂŶĐĞ�
ĂŝŵĞĚ� Ăƚ� ĂĐŚŝĞǀŝŶŐ� ĐŽůůĞĐ-
ƟǀĞ� ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŶƟ-
ŶĞŶƚ�ďƵƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞďƵīĞĚ͘
 � �^ƚĂƌƟŶŐ� ŝŶ�ϭϵϴϵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ� ĚŽǁŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� �Ğƌ-
ůŝŶ�tĂůů͕�DŝŬŚĂŝů�'ŽƌďĂĐŚĞǀ�
ĐŽŵŵĞŶĐĞĚ� ĐŽůůĂƉƐŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ� ZƵƐƐŝĂŶ� ĞŵƉŝƌĞ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶ�
so doing dispensed with 
DŽƐĐŽǁ Ɛ͛� ǁĞƐƚĞƌŶ� ďƵīĞƌ�
ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� h^� ŝŵƉĞƌŝĂůŝƐŵ͕� �h�
ĞŶĐƌŽĂĐŚŵĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ� E�dK�
ƉŽǁĞƌ͘ ��,Ğ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�Glas-
nost͕� ĂŶĚ� Ă� ƐĞŵďůĂŶĐĞ� ŽĨ�
ůŝďĞƌĂů�ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂĐǇ͘�/Ŷ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�
ƐŚŽƌƚ� ƐƉĂĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ͕�Ăůů� ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ� ĨŽƌ� E�dK Ɛ͛� ĞǆŝƐ-
ƚĞŶĐĞ� ŚĂĚ� ǀĂŶŝƐŚĞĚ͘� 'Žƌ-
ďĂĐŚĞǀ� ĂƐŬĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� ƉĞƌŵĂ-
ŶĞŶƚ� ƉĞĂĐĞ� ĂŶĚ� ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�
a hand of friendship. The 
response from the West 
ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐŐƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ�ŝŶĐŽƌƉŽ-
ƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�WŽůĂŶĚ͕�
,ƵŶŐĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ��ǌĞĐŚ�ZĞ-
ƉƵďůŝĐ͕� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĨŽƌŵĞƌ� tĂƌ-
ƐĂǁ�WĂĐƚ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ-
ŵĞƌ� h^^Z� ƌĞƉƵďůŝĐƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ĂůůŝĂŶĐĞ͘�/Ŷ�ϭϵϵϭ͕��ŽƌŝƐ�zĞůƚ-
ƐŝŶ� ĂƐŬĞĚ� ƚŽ� ũŽŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� E�dK�
�ůůŝĂŶĐĞ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶ� ϮϬϬϬ� WƵƟŶ�
ƚƌŝĞĚ͘� dŚĞǇ� ǁĞƌĞ� ƌĞďƵīĞĚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŽůĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉůĂĐĞ�
Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƵĞ�ĨŽƌ�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ� ůĞƐƐĞƌ�
ŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�^Ž-
ǀŝĞƚ��ůŽĐ͘��ZƵƐƐŝĂ Ɛ͛�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ĂƐ�
Ă� ǁŽƌůĚ� ƉŽǁĞƌ� ǁĂƐ� ĚŽǁŶ-
ƉůĂǇĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞůŝƩůĞĚ͘���ŵĞƌ-

ŝĐĂ Ɛ͛� ŽŶůǇ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ŶĞǁ� ĚŝƐƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ� ǁĂƐ� ƚŽ�
ƐĞŶĚ� ŝŶ�Ă� ƚĞĂŵ�ŽĨ�ƐŽ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�
͚ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐ͛�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƌĞƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ Ɛ͛�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ�ǁŚŽ�
ĚŝĚ�ůŝƩůĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ǁƌĞĐŬ�ŝƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ŽůŝŐĂƌĐŚƐ�ǁŚŽ�
ůŽŽƚĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ� ǁŚŝůĞ�
zĞůƚƐŝŶ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶƚŽǆŝĐĂƚĞĚ͘
��&ƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�h<͕�dŽŶǇ��ůĂŝƌ�ĐŽů-
ůƵĚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ŚƵŶ-
ŐƌǇ� ƐŽĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐ� ŝŶ� �ƌƵƐƐĞůƐ� ƚŽ�
ĞǆƉĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ��h�ďǇ�ĚŽƵďůŝŶŐ�
ŝƚ� ŝŶ� ƐŝǌĞ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�
of thirteen Eastern Euro-
ƉĞĂŶ� ƐƚĂƚĞƐ͕� � ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�^ŽǀŝĞƚ�
�ůŽĐ�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘��^Ž�ǁĞĚĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ǁĂƐ��ůĂŝƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�
ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ� ŐĂǀĞ� h< Ɛ͛� ĨƵůů�
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� Ăůů� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞǁ�
ĞĂƐƚĞƌŶ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͕�
ĞǀĞŶ� ƚŚŽƵŐŚ� ƚŚĞ� ƚƌĞĂƚǇ�ĂĚ-
ŵŝƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ĞǆŝƐƚ-
ŝŶŐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ� ƚŽ�ĚĞĨĞƌ� ƐƵĐŚ�
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ� ĨŽƌ�Ăƚ� ůĞĂƐƚ�ĮǀĞ�
years.
� � �ŐĂŝŶƐƚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ďĂĐŬĚƌŽƉ� ƚŚĞ�
ZƵƐƐŝĂŶƐ� ĨĂĐĞĚ� ǁŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞǇ�
ƐĂǁ� ĂƐ� Ă� ĐŽŵŵŽŶ� ĨŽĞ� ŝŶ�
ĐŽŵďĂƫŶŐ� ǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚ� /Ɛ-
ůĂŵŝĐ� ƚĞƌƌŽƌŝƐŵ� ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ Ɛ͛� ĐŚĂŽƟĐ� ǁŝƚŚ-
ĚƌĂǁĂů� ĨƌŽŵ� �ĨŐŚĂŶŝƐƚĂŶ͘�
/Ŷ�ϭϵϵϵ�ƚŚĞ�ZƵƐƐŝĂŶƐ�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�
ŽŶ�ĂƐ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ�ďŽŵďĞĚ�^Ğƌ-
ďŝĂ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂĚ�ŽŶůǇ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�
ďĞĞŶ� Ă� ZƵƐƐŝĂŶ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŽƌ-
ĂƚĞ͘�&Ăƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ĂŶǇ�ĂƐ-
ƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŐŚƚ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�
ƚŚĞ� ĨƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐƚƐ͕� ƚŚĞǇ�
ǁĞƌĞ� ĐƌŝƟĐŝƐĞĚ� ďǇ� ǁĞƐƚ-
ĞƌŶ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ� ĨŽƌ�ďĞŝŶŐ� ƚŽŽ�
ŚĞĂǀǇͲŚĂŶĚĞĚ� ŝŶ��ŚĞĐŚŶǇĂ͕�

ǁŚŽƐĞ� ͚ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ� ĮŐŚƚĞƌƐ͛�
ŵĂƐƐĂĐƌĞĚ� ƐŽŵĞ� ϯϯϬ� ƉĞŽ-
ƉůĞ� ;ŵŽƐƚůǇ� ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ� ƐĐŚŽŽů�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶͿ� Ăƚ� �ĞƐůĂŶ͘� � ZƵƐƐŝĂ�
ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ůĞŌ�ƚŽ�ĮŐŚƚ�/ƐůĂŵŝĐ�
ƚĞƌƌŽƌ� ĂůŽŶĞ� ǁŝƚŚ� ŶŽ� ƐƵƉ-
port from the Western de-
ŵŽĐƌĂĐŝĞƐ�ĨĂĐŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�
enemy.
� ��ĞĂƌŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ƚŚŝƐ� ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ͕� ŝƚ�
ŝƐ� ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ� ƚŽ� ŝŐŶŽƌĞ� WƵƟŶ Ɛ͛�
ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ� ĂƐ� tĞƐƚĞƌŶ� ůĞĂĚ-
ĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�
ŶŽŝƐĞƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�hŬƌĂŝŶĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
runs deep into the heart of 
ZƵƐƐŝĂ͕�ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�E�dK�ĂŶĚ�
�h� ĐůƵďƐ͘� dŚĞ� ƚŚƌĞĂƚ�ƉŽƐĞĚ�
ďǇ� <Ǉŝǀ� ǁĂƐ� ŚĞŝŐŚƚĞŶĞĚ� ŝŶ�
ϮϬϭϰ�ǁŚĞŶ�Ă�ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂƟĐĂůůǇ�
ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ͕� ƉƌŽͲZƵƐƐŝĂŶ� ŐŽǀ-
ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ǁĂƐ� ŽǀĞƌƚŚƌŽǁŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ƉƌŽͲtĞƐƚ-
ĞƌŶ�ƌĞŐŝŵĞ͘��ůů�WƵƟŶ�ŚĂƐ�ƌĞ-
ƉĞĂƚĞĚůǇ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ĨŽƌ͕ �ŝŶ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�
ĨŽƌ�ƉĞĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͕�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�
ĂƐƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ�hŬƌĂŝŶĞ�ǁŝůů�
ŶŽƚ� ďĞĐŽŵĞ� Ă� E�dK�ŵĞŵ-
ber and this has not been 
ĨŽƌƚŚĐŽŵŝŶŐ͘
��KŶĞ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ŚĞůƉ�ďƵƚ�ǁŽŶ-
ĚĞƌ� ŝĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ� ƐŝƚƵĂ-
ƟŽŶ� ĐŽƵůĚ� ŶŽƚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ�
ĂǀŽŝĚĞĚ͕�ŚĂĚ��ŽŶĂůĚ�dƌƵŵƉ�
ďĞĞŶ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉŽůŝĐǇ� ŽĨ� ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ� ĚŝĂ-
ůŽŐƵĞ� ĂŝŵĞĚ� Ăƚ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� DŽƐĐŽǁ͕� ŚĞ�
ƐŽƵŐŚƚ� ƚŽ� ĨŽůůŽǁ�Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ�ďĞ-
ŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ŚŝƐ� ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐǇ͘�
dŚŝƐ� ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ� ǁĂƐ� ƚŽ� ŚĂǀĞ�
ďĞĞŶ� ůĞĚ� ďǇ� 'ĞŶĞƌĂů� DŝŬĞ�
&ůǇŶŶ� ǁŚŽ� ŚĂĚ� ďĞĞŶ� ĂƉ-
pointed as the new presi-

ĚĞŶƚ Ɛ͛� EĂƟŽŶĂů� ^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�
�ĚǀŝƐŽƌ͘ �EŽ�ƐŽŽŶĞƌ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚ� ďĞĞŶ� ŵĂĚĞ�
ƚŚĂŶ� ŽƵƚŐŽŝŶŐ� ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ� KďĂŵĂ� ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�̂ ƵƐĂŶ�ZŝĐĞ͕�&ůǇŶŶ Ɛ͛�
ƉƌĞĚĞĐĞƐƐŽƌ͕ � ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� �/�� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� &�/�
ůĞĚ�ďǇ�:ĂŵĞƐ��ŽŵĞǇ͕ �ƚŽ�ůƵƌĞ�
&ůǇŶŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇ�ůĂŝĚ�ůĞ-
ŐĂů�ŵŝŶĞĮĞůĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƐĞĞ�
Śŝŵ� ĨŽƌĐĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ĂƐƐƵŵŝŶŐ�
ŚŝƐ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͘�dŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƋƵŝĐŬ-
ůǇ� ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ� ďǇ� ƚŚĞ� ƵŶĨŽůĚ-
ŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ZƵƐƐŝĂ� ĐŽůůƵƐŝŽŶ�
ŚŽĂǆ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�DƵĞůůĞƌ�ŝŶǀĞƐ-
ƟŐĂƟŽŶ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŚĂŵƐƚƌƵŶŐ�
ŚŝƐ� ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐǇ͘� WŽǁĞƌĨƵů�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� �ĞĞƉ� ^ƚĂƚĞ�
ƐĂǁ� ƉĞĂĐĞĨƵů� ĐŽĞǆŝƐƚĞŶĐĞ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ZƵƐƐŝĂ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƚŚƌĞĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�
stopped it happening.
� � 'ĞŶĞƌĂů� �ǁŝŐŚƚ� �ŝƐĞŶ-
ŚŽǁĞƌ͕ � ŽŶĞ� ŽĨ� �ŵĞƌŝĐĂ Ɛ͛�
greatest presidents and 
ƚŚĞ� ŵĂŶ� ǁŚŽ� ůĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� �ů-
ůŝĞƐ� ƚŽ� ǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ� ŽǀĞƌ� ,ŝƚůĞƌ Ɛ͛�
'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ͕ � ǁĂƌŶĞĚ� ĂďŽƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ� ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ� ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ�
ŽŶ� �ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ� ƉŽůŝĐǇ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇͲŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů� ĐŽŵƉůĞǆ͘�
>ŽŽŬŝŶŐ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŽĨ�
ƉŽŝŶƚůĞƐƐ� ǁĂƌƐ� ŚŝƐ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�
ŚĂƐ� ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ� ŝƚƐĞůĨ� ŝŶ� ƐŝŶĐĞ�
ϭϵϰϱ͕�ŝƚ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ�ŚŝƐ�ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
went unheeded.

This article was origi-
nally published by Af-
rica Unauthorised part 
ŽĨ� ǁǁǁ͘ĞǆŵŽŶƟďƵƐŵĞĚŝĂ͘
co.za

First Saturday of the month

Image courtesy of Canva
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BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Advertise in Kruger2Canyon to get a FREE listing here

BUSINESS / SHOPS / SERVICES 
  

Agri Box         082 888 0520
Bureu de Change        015 793 1368
FGASA                                           078 979 6486
Fruitful Living         015 793 3703
Hoedspruit Blinds & Shutters 079 601 7801
Kruger2Canyon News       078 979 6486
Kuku Interiors   079 503 0151
Niche Cleaning Service        083 233 9852
Ruggedwear                                   013 755 4627
SPAR Hoedspruit        015 793 2305
Tops @ SPAR  015 793 2069
Valencia Fabrics / Nelspruit 013 752 7005
Vehicle License Department 015 793 0838

CONSTRUCTION & INDUSTRIAL

BUCO         015 793 0560
Build It         015 793 0116
Coastal Hire         015 793 0971
                                            

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

Drakensig Laerskool        015 793 3756
Drakensig Pre-primer        015 793 2401
Hoedspruit Christian School 015 793 2067
Lowveld Academy        015 793 3750
Mariepskop Laerskool         079 529 6071
Mariepskop Pre-primer        082 880 7069
Perspective Training College 082 787 4471
Southern Cross Schools        015 793 0590

EMERGENCY – HELP LINES  
  

After Hours Emergency Doctors    084 770 1741
Air Force Base Hoedspruit        015 799 2911
Africa Safe -T                                 010 590 6313
Ambulance AFB        015 799 2065
Alcholics Narcotics Anonymous     082 258 4602
Ambulance Airforce Base               015 799 2065
Ambulance Services Limpopo 015 793 1581
Ambulance Tintswalo        101 77
Ambulance Services Swift             060 528 2784
Farm watch/ Plaaswag        072 310 0032
Fire Brigade AFB        015 799 2172
Fire Brigade Maruleng        015 793 0536
Fire Dpt Hoedspruit                        015 793 0728
GKEPF Greater Kruger Enviro
Protection Foundation                    065 743 2224
Hoedspruit Clinic                            015 793 2342
Hoedspruit Medical Rescue           072 170 0864

Hoedspruit Paws        078 431 3161
Hospital AFB Drakensig        015 799 2065
Hospital Nelspruit Mediclinic          013 759 0645
Hospital Tintswalo        013 795 5000
Hospital Sekororo Gvt-The Oaks   015 383 9400
Hospital Tzaneen Mediclinic          015 305 8536
Maruleng Municipality        015 793 2409
Medical Rescue                             072 170 0864
Med Centre Emergency No 084 770 1743
Protrack         015 793 2585
SAPS Station Commander            082 565 8253
SAPS General                               101 111
SAPS                                             015 799 4000
SPCA Phalaborwa                         071 519 7044
Victim Support Unit                        082 940 0651

MEDICAL & VETERINARY SERVICES

Counselling Ronelle Joubert 082 787 4471
DR Van Eeden (Dentist)        015 793 1876
DR D Verhagen  015 793 0606
DR A Polley   015 793 0606
DR Shivambu  087 260 1537
DR Werner Muller (Dentist) 015 793 1894
Hlokomela         072 698 6538
Hoedspruit Clinic        015 793 2342
Hoeds Wildlife Est Pharmacy 015 793 1427
J Coetzee (Clinical Psychologist)   015 781 0012
Marlie Landman (Eye Clinic) 082 803 0369
Med Centre (Dentists)        015 793 0845
ProVet Veterinary Hospital        015 793 0797

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY

Century 21         015 793 1534
Fine & Country        083 377 6622
Pam Golding         015 793 2712
 

TOURISM & THINGS TO DO

Eastgate Airport        015 793 3681
Hoedspruit-info Tourism Centre       078 979 6486
Hds Endangered Species Centre  015 793 1633
Jabulani Elephant Interaction 015 793 1265
K2C Biosphere Region                   015 817 1838
Sky-Way Trails  013 737 8374

VEHICLES. SPARES & REPAIRS

Otto’s Diesel Centre         087 550 1252/
                                                                 082 801 0141
HDS Number Plates        082 807 4757
 

Drakensig champs in the making
Local correspondent
  
  Drakensig Primary School 
ĮƌƐƚ� ƌƵŐďǇ� ƚĞĂŵ� ŝƐ� ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŬǇ͘ �/ƚ�ƐĞĞŵƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�
ŶŽ�ůŝŵŝƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƚĞĂŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐǁĞƉƚ�Ăůů�
ŽƉƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ĂƐŝĚĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉƵƚ�ƵƉ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶĂů�
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ǁŽŶ�
Ăůů� ƚŚĞ� ŵĂƚĐŚĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞǇ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ƉůĂǇĞĚ͘��Ɛ�Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽĂĐŚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂǇ-
ĞƌƐ� ;ĂŶĚ� ŽĨ� ĐŽƵƌƐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƵƉ-
ƉŽƌƚĞƌƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� ƚĞĂŵ� ŚĂƐ� ŶŽǁ�
ƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞǆƚ� ƌŽƵŶĚ�
ŽĨ�ƉůĂǇͲŽīƐ͘
� �tŝƚŚŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞǆƚ� ĐŽƵƉůĞ� ŽĨ�
ǁĞĞŬƐ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƉůĂǇͲŽīƐ� ǁŝůů�
ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů�
ĐŚĂŵƉŝŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝŵƉŽƉŽ�
ƉƌŽǀŝŶĐŝĂů�ĐŚĂŵƉŝŽŶƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ͘
� � KŶĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĐŚŽŽů Ɛ͛� ƐƚĂƌ�
ƉůĂǇĞƌƐ͕� WŚŽŵŽůŽ� ^ŚƵďĂŶĞ�
ǁĂƐ� ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƉůĂǇ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ�
hϭϯ� >ŝŵƉŽƉŽ� dĞĂŵ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌĞͲŵĂƚĐŚ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ��ƵƌƌŝĞ��ƵƉ�
ŐĂŵĞ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ƚŚĞ� WƵŵĂƐ�
ǀƐ�tĞƐƚĞƌŶ� WƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ� ŝŶ� EĞů-
ƐƉƌƵŝƚ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĂƚĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ďƌŽĂĚ-
ĐĂƐƚĞĚ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ� ŽŶ� �^ds�
ĐŚĂŶŶĞů�ϮϬϭ͘
��dŚĞ�ƐƚƌŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚĞĂŵ�ǀŝĐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�
ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ǀƐ�DĞƐƐŝŶĂ�
WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ϲϬ�ʹ �Ϭ͕�ǀƐ�'ƌŽĞŶƐŬŽŽů�
ϯϴ�ʹ�ϯϰ͕�ǀƐ�ZŽŽŝƐŬŽŽů�ϲϳ�ʹ�ϱ͕�
ǀƐ� DĂƌŝĞƉƐŬŽƉ� ϭϵ� ʹ� ϭϱ͕� ǀƐ�

WŝĞƚ�,ƵŐŽ�ϳϯ�ʹ�Ϭ͕�ǀƐ��ƵŝǁĞů-
ƐŬůŽŽĨ� ϱϭ� ʹ� ϱ� ĂŶĚ� ǀƐ��ƌ��Ŷ-
ŶĞĐŬĞ�ϱϯ�ʹ�ϯ͘�tŚĂƚ�Ă� ƐĞƚ�ŽĨ�
ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ�ʹ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ�Ă�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�
ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽƵĚ�ŽĨ͊
��dŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ŽĨ�,ŽĞĚƐƉƌƵŝƚ�ǁŝůů�
ďĞ�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚƵŵďƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂǇͲŽīƐ͘�'ŽŽĚ�ůƵĐŬ͊

Back: Phenyo Legoai, Justin Relling, Junior Manavhela, AJ Roux, Ekene Arukwe, 
5LDQFR�+DJJDUG��0DVRQ�%RVKRႇ��2UDWLOZH�0RKODOD��3KHPROR�6KXEDQH�0RUQp�%HNNHU

0LGGOH��+OXODQL�0D]LEDQH��&RQUDG�&ODDVVHQV��-RKDQ�/LHEHQEHUJ��5LFDUGR�&RHUW]HQ��
)UDQFR�/DQGVEHUJ��=HKDQ�:ROPDUDQV��;HOL�0DNKDEDQH��7LDDQ Müller, Jean-Pierre 
Müller

)URQW��)DQHOH�1GORYX��0U��%XNV�6WU\GRP��-XQLRU�0RULUL
Kian Lötter, Koketso Lewele
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Magic 
square

NOTICE 
OF BASIC 

ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS

EŽƚŝĐĞ� ŝƐ� ŚĞƌĞďǇ� ŐŝǀĞŶ� ŝŶ�
ƚĞƌŵƐ� ŽĨ� ƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ� Ϯϰ� ;ϮͿ� ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�
DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ� �Đƚ�
ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ϭϬϳ� ŽĨ� ϭϵϵϴ͕� ĂŶĚ�
ZĞŐƵůĂƚŝŽŶ� ϰϭ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� �/��
ZĞŐƵůĂƚŝŽŶƐ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ŝŶ�
'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�EŽƚŝĐĞ�ϯϮϲ�ŽĨ�
ϳ��Ɖƌŝů�ϮϬϭϳ͕�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚĞŶƚ�
ƚŽ� ƐƵďŵŝƚ� ĂŶ� ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�
ƚŽ� ĐĂƌƌǇ� ŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�
ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ͗�

THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT OF A 
PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR 
SYSTEM

^/d�� >K��d/KE͗� WŽƌƚŝŽŶ�
ϭϰ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĨĂƌŵ� WĂƌƐŽŶƐ�
ϭϱϱ� <d� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� DĂƌƵůĞŶŐ�
>ŽĐĂů�DƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƚǇ͕�DŽƉĂŶŝ�
�ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕�>ŝŵƉŽƉŽ�WƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͘��

^'�ĐŽĚĞ�
dϬ<dϬϬϬϬϬϬϬϬϬϭϱϱϬϬϬϭϰ͘
dŚĞ� ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ǁŝůů� ƚƌŝŐŐĞƌ�
�ĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ� ϭϮ͕� ůŝƐƚĞĚ� ƵŶĚĞƌ�
>ŝƐƚŝŶŐ� EŽƚŝĐĞ� ϯ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
ĂŵĞŶĚĞĚ� �/�� ZĞŐƵůĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ŝŶ� 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�
EŽƚŝĐĞ�ϯϮϰ�ŽŶ�ϳ��Ɖƌŝů�ϮϬϭϳ͘�
�WW>/��Ed͗� Dƌ� WĞƌ�
'ƌƵŶĞƌƚ͘
WƌŽũĞĐƚ���W͗��ůŝǌĞ�KƐŵĞƌƐ͖�
dĞů͗� Ϭϳϰ� ϴϯϰ� ϭϵϳϳ͖� &Ăǆ͗�
Ϭϭϭ� ϲϬϰ� Ϭϱϯϯ͖� �ͲŵĂŝů͗�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐΛĞƐǌƌŽ͘ĐŽŵ͘

�ĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�Ϯϳ�
DĂǇ�ϮϬϮϮ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝƐŚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞĚ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ� ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�
ĂŶĚͬŽƌ� ĂĨĨĞĐƚĞĚ� ƉĂƌƚǇ͕�
ƉůĞĂƐĞ� ƐƵďŵŝƚ͕� ŝŶ� ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͕�
ǇŽƵƌ� ŶĂŵĞ͕� ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĂďŽǀĞͲŵĞŶƚŝŽŶĞĚ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�
ƉĞƌƐŽŶ� ŐŝǀĞŶ� ĂďŽǀĞ� ŽŶ� Žƌ�
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�Ϯϳ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϮϮ͘�
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Junior FGASA & Kids In The Wild

If you love the wilderness, and are passionate about 
conservation, then we have the perfect thing for you. 
FGASA Junior in partnership with Kids In The Wild 
bring you the new and improved Pangolin Course. 
The Pangolin Course  includes an interactive platform 
for kids to reconnect with nature and the incredible 
wilderness that surrounds us on a daily basis. We will 
be offering online live lectures as well as on-demand 
courses that will encompass many different modules 
and will also include games, quizzes, homework and so 
much more. 

www.fgasa.co.za 

+27 (0) 11 886 8245  

admin@fgasa.org.za

www.kidsinthewild.co.za

+27 (0) 66 485 1956

info@kidsinthewild.co.za

What is a solar system?
dŚĞ�ƐŽůĂƌ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ƚŽ��ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�

neighbourhood of space.

��^ŽůĂƌ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�WůĂŶĞƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐŵĂůůĞƌ�

objects that all travel around the sun.

Solar Systems consits of:

Planets   Moons

Dwarf Planets  Comets

Asteroids   Meteors

The Solar System is around 4.6 billion years old.

What is a galaxy?
��'ĂůĂǆǇ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƵƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ
held together by gravity. The smallest Galaxies have
only a few millions stars while some of the larger
Galaxies have trillions of stars. Galaxies are grouped
by their shape.
We live in a Galaxy called the Milky Way.
The Milky Way is a spiral Galaxy.

(DUWK XUDQXV PHUFXU\ PDUV

YHQXV MXSLWHU VDWXUQ QHSWXQH

URFNHW PRRQ VXQ

What makes up the universe?
The universe is made up of everything that we have discovered on earth 
and that which lies far, far beyond it, every galaxy, star, planet, dust cloud, 
ůŝŐŚƚ͕�ƌĂĚŝĂƟŽŶ͕�ŵĂŐŶĞƟĐ�ĮĞůĚ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞŵ͘
dŚĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ŝƐ�ŐŝŐĂŶƟĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐůǇ�ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘�

Here are some important facts about the Universe:
�����^ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƩĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌŵƐ�ƐƚĂƌƐ
     Many of these stars live in big groups called Galaxies
�����dŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ďŝůůŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŐĂůĂǆŝĞƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ
     millions or billions of stars
�����dŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ůŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƉůĂŶĞƚƐ͕�ƐƚĂƌƐ͕�ŐĂůĂǆŝĞƐ͕
     dust clouds, and light etc
�����tĞ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĂĐƚ�ƐŝǌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐĞ

Hi, I’m Panga, the pondering pangolin. 

I will be with you  throughout the FGASA Junior 

Pangolin Series. I will help you navigate your 

path and learn as much as you can throughout  

                 this journey...... SIGN UP TODAY !

Astronauts use me to get to their destination, what
am I?  Connect the dots starting with 1 to find out. 
 When finished color me.

WHAT AM I?

JOIN THE 
DOTS


