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BRACE YOURSELVES!BRACE YOURSELVES!BRACE YOURSELVES!
        elcome back to the new month of ourelcome back to the new month of our
Virtual magazine.Virtual magazine.
I'mI'm Carlotta, and I always struggle to Carlotta, and I always struggle to
start typing the first letters of anstart typing the first letters of an  
editorial, I think "maybe you don't feel likeeditorial, I think "maybe you don't feel like
I'm actually pleasantly behind the scenes ofI'm actually pleasantly behind the scenes of
every article you read."every article you read."

I try to take a look at punctuation, I do myI try to take a look at punctuation, I do my
best.best.
I'll chase some typos awayI'll chase some typos away
which the guys may havewhich the guys may have  
left out and I try toleft out and I try to
harmonize allharmonize all
the magazine,the magazine,  
checking the titles,checking the titles,
the themes…there isthe themes…there is
always somethingalways something  
to check.to check.

    elcome back to the new month of our
Virtual magazine.
I'm Carlotta, and I always struggle to
start typing the first letters of an 
editorial, I think "maybe you don't feel like
I'm actually pleasantly behind the scenes of
every article you read."

I try to take a look at punctuation, I do my
best.
I'll chase some typos away
which the guys may have 
left out and I try to
harmonize all
the magazine, 
checking the titles,
the themes…there is
always something 
to check.
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Dealing with this is beautiful for two reasons:Dealing with this is beautiful for two reasons:
I read all the articles first, and every time aI read all the articles first, and every time a
part of me laughs like a child, because it'spart of me laughs like a child, because it's
wonderful to see everything they can write;wonderful to see everything they can write;
plus I get to be that voice that tells them,plus I get to be that voice that tells them,
first, that what they've written is beautiful,first, that what they've written is beautiful,
okay.okay.

I often don't tell him explicitly, I realize thatI often don't tell him explicitly, I realize that
maybe I should, because I usually just passmaybe I should, because I usually just pass
the articles to the controlthe articles to the control  
and well…if they are published, it's becauseand well…if they are published, it's because  
have been approved!have been approved!
They deserve to hear itThey deserve to hear it  
loud though, because thisloud though, because this  
month you’ll see, theymonth you’ll see, they  
brought somebrought some  
new contents, and columnsnew contents, and columns  
which are very curious andwhich are very curious and
deserve your reading.deserve your reading.

Dealing with this is beautiful for two reasons:
I read all the articles first, and every time a
part of me laughs like a child, because it's
wonderful to see everything they can write;
plus I get to be that voice that tells them,
first, that what they've written is beautiful,
okay.

I often don't tell him explicitly, I realize that
maybe I should, because I usually just pass
the articles to the control 
and well…if they are published, it's because 
have been approved!
They deserve to hear it 
loud though, because this 
month you’ll see, they 
brought some 
new contents, and columns 
which are very curious and
deserve your reading.

EDITORIALEDITORIAL
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EDITORIAL
MAY 2026

BRACE YOURSELVES!BRACE YOURSELVES!BRACE YOURSELVES!
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I'm happy to offer you the first article of theI'm happy to offer you the first article of the

"FANTASTIC PLACES AND WHERE TO FIND"FANTASTIC PLACES AND WHERE TO FIND

THEM" column, and trust me, we may notTHEM" column, and trust me, we may not

deserve it, but we definitely need it!deserve it, but we definitely need it!

We also pWe also publish a very sensitive article thisublish a very sensitive article this

month, I invite you to open your eyes andmonth, I invite you to open your eyes and

heart, to read "heart, to read "Thinking about thatThinking about that  
brought me back to the time when I wasbrought me back to the time when I was
always picke last falways picke last foror volleyball in volleyball in
middle middle school gym school gym classclass
withwith the difference that the difference that  
now the smell ofnow the smell of  
sweat had turnedsweat had turned  
into the smell ofinto the smell of  
hairspray.”hairspray.”

I'm happy to offer you the first article of the
"FANTASTIC PLACES AND WHERE TO FIND
THEM" column, and trust me, we may not
deserve it, but we definitely need it!

We also publish a very sensitive article this
month, I invite you to open your eyes and
heart, to read "Thinking about that 
brought me back to the time when I was
always picke last for volleyball in
middle school gym class
with the difference that 
now the smell of 
sweat had turned 
into the smell of 
hairspray.”
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JUICY NEWS AND SO 
MUCH MORE...



Beyond the beauty of the metaphor, betweenBeyond the beauty of the metaphor, between
sweat and hairspray, I identify a lot in this,sweat and hairspray, I identify a lot in this,
and I hope that anyone who sees themselvesand I hope that anyone who sees themselves
in these painful experiences will be healedin these painful experiences will be healed
byreading this.byreading this.

II know, you're inundated with all this know, you're inundated with all this
information, but fresh off the latest seasoninformation, but fresh off the latest season
of One Piece on Netflix, you'll definitely wantof One Piece on Netflix, you'll definitely want
to read the article "Makeup." Then, stop byto read the article "Makeup." Then, stop by
Akira, who tells us about his latest greatAkira, who tells us about his latest great
steps in the search for effectivesteps in the search for effective
communication, which, I’m sure you all know,communication, which, I’m sure you all know,
shouldn't ever be taken for granted.shouldn't ever be taken for granted.

Beyond the beauty of the metaphor, between
sweat and hairspray, I identify a lot in this,
and I hope that anyone who sees themselves
in these painful experiences will be healed
byreading this.

I know, you're inundated with all this
information, but fresh off the latest season
of One Piece on Netflix, you'll definitely want
to read the article "Makeup." Then, stop by
Akira, who tells us about his latest great
steps in the search for effective
communication, which, I’m sure you all know,
shouldn't ever be taken for granted.
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Lastly, continue studying the difficult 3D artLastly, continue studying the difficult 3D art
with Droid, culture doesn't come by osmosis,with Droid, culture doesn't come by osmosis,
you need to educate yourself!you need to educate yourself!

WeWe close with the accurate list of fairs of close with the accurate list of fairs of
the month, agenda in hand!the month, agenda in hand!

MayMay 4th: Star Wars Day we know it by now: 4th: Star Wars Day we know it by now:
"May the 4th be with you" so die-hard fans"May the 4th be with you" so die-hard fans
and enthusiasts fromand enthusiasts from  
eeverywhere, draw your laserverywhere, draw your laser  
swords!swords!
BBe brave, every day,e brave, every day,  
not just on May 4th.not just on May 4th.
A hugger.A hugger.

Lastly, continue studying the difficult 3D art
with Droid, culture doesn't come by osmosis,
you need to educate yourself!

We close with the accurate list of fairs of
the month, agenda in hand!

May 4th: Star Wars Day we know it by now:
"May the 4th be with you" so die-hard fans
and enthusiasts from 
everywhere, draw your laser 
swords!
Be brave, every day, 
not just on May 4th.
A hugger.
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CODE: VIRTUALFAM10CODE: VIRTUALFAM10
FOR 10% OFFFOR 10% OFF

ALL PRODUCTS!ALL PRODUCTS!

CODE: VIRTUALFAM10
FOR 10% OFF

ALL PRODUCTS!
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Abano Comix – Abano Terme (PD)
1 – 3 May 2026

Binascomix – Binasco (MI), Lombardia
1 – 3 May 2026

Teramo Comix & Games – Teramo
8 – 10 May 2026

Venezia Comics – Forte Marghera, Mestre
1 – 3 May 2026

Fantasy Fun – Venaria Reale (TO)
1 – 3 May 2026

Comix Park Festival – Guidonia Montecelio
8 – 10 May 2026

Naoniscon – Pordenone, Friuli-Venezia Giulia
10 May 2026

Milano Comics & Games – Malpensa Fiere
9 – 10 May 2026

Festival del Fumetto Novegro (MI)
16 – 17 May 2026

999

Rensen comics – Arenzano (GE)
2 – 3 May 2026

Ludicomix – Empoli (FI)
16 – 17 May 2026

Trapani Comix & Games – Trapani
22 – 24 May 2026
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Mercato del Fumetto ANAFI – Bologna
23 May 2026

ARF! Festival – rome
29 – 31 May 2026

Cassino Fantastica – Cassino (FR)
30 – 31 May 2026

asticomics - asti
23 – 24 May 2026

Torino Comics – Collegno/Torino, Piemonte
30 May – 1 June 2026

Etna Comics – fair center
"Le Ciminiere" Catania
30 May– 3 June 2026
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Marano Comix - Parco di Marano (Parma)
30 May 2026

Lamaland Cosplay & Games – Anagni (FR)
30 – 31 May 2026

follow us on ourfollow us on ourfollow us on our
social networksocial networksocial network

Month consMonth consMonth cons
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Month coNsMonth coNs  Month coNs 

Vampire Fan Weekend – Nashville
2 – 3 May 2026

Animate! Philadelphia -  (Pennsylvania)
1 – 3 May 2026

MagicCon – Las Vegas (Nevada)
1 – 3 May 2026

North americaNorth americaNorth america
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Pop Con Indy – Indianapolis (Indiana)
8 – 10 May 2026

EUROPE AND WORLDEUROPE AND WORLDEUROPE AND WORLD

Motor City Comic Con – Novi (Michigan)
15 – 17 May 2026

Comic Con Revolution – Ontario (California)
16 – 17 May 2026

Portsmouth Comic Con - (Regno Unito)
2 – 3 May 2026

Super Comic City – Tokyo (Giappone)
3 – 5 May 2026

Comic Con Cape Town (Sudafrica)
30 April - 3 May 2026
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Doujin Market – Singapore
9 – 10 May 2026

Mechademia 2026 – Singapore
29 – 30 May 2026

MCM London Comic Con – Londra
22 – 24 May 2026
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SEE US ATSEE US AT
FESTIVAL DELFESTIVAL DEL
FUMETTO ONFUMETTO ON  

16-17 MAY16-17 MAY
WITH HUGEWITH HUGE

PARADE OPEN TOPARADE OPEN TO
ALL COSPLAYERSALL COSPLAYERS

ANDAND
COMMUNITIES!COMMUNITIES!   

SEE US AT
FESTIVAL DEL
FUMETTO ON 

16-17 MAY
WITH HUGE

PARADE OPEN TO
ALL COSPLAYERS

AND
COMMUNITIES! 

FOLLOW OUR PAGEFOLLOW OUR PAGEFOLLOW OUR PAGE
@support_virtualcosplay@support_virtualcosplay@support_virtualcosplay

Month coNsMonth coNs  Month coNs 



BEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLAB
AIDEEN.MOONAIDEEN.MOONAIDEEN.MOONAIDEEN.MOON
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Cosplay and Mental
Health - Calm After

the Storm
By eden.starrPh: Google



Nobody talks about how soul-crushingNobody talks about how soul-crushing  
it is, as a cosplayer, to loseit is, as a cosplayer, to lose  
so many opportunities andso many opportunities and  
connections because of yourconnections because of your  
mental health. Since almostmental health. Since almost  
no one talks about it, I’ll tryno one talks about it, I’ll try  
to do it myself.to do it myself.

I'm better now. There's still a long way toI'm better now. There's still a long way to
go, but compared to some time ago, Igo, but compared to some time ago, I
finally I can look back with different eyesfinally I can look back with different eyes
and, perhaps, even with more clarity andand, perhaps, even with more clarity and
maturity.maturity.  

Nobody talks about how soul-crushing 
it is, as a cosplayer, to lose 
so many opportunities and 
connections because of your 
mental health. Since almost 
no one talks about it, I’ll try 
to do it myself.

I'm better now. There's still a long way to
go, but compared to some time ago, I
finally I can look back with different eyes
and, perhaps, even with more clarity and
maturity. 

DDD        isclaimer: this text talks about a mentalisclaimer: this text talks about a mental
well-being journey. Read carefully and skip ifwell-being journey. Read carefully and skip if
it is a sensitive a topic.it is a sensitive a topic.

    isclaimer: this text talks about a mental
well-being journey. Read carefully and skip if
it is a sensitive a topic.
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I had a terrible time that lastedI had a terrible time that lasted
quite a while. There were many factors,quite a while. There were many factors,
of various kinds, and you could see on myof various kinds, and you could see on my
face that something was wrong: it wasn't aface that something was wrong: it wasn't a
particularly peaceful time in my life, and itparticularly peaceful time in my life, and it
was evident in my appearance, in my words,was evident in my appearance, in my words,
and in my gestures, even at fairs.and in my gestures, even at fairs.
I asked for help with some difficulty andI asked for help with some difficulty and
after a fairly long wait (you know how theafter a fairly long wait (you know how the
queues are in public health), and even thoughqueues are in public health), and even though
getting help was essential for my well-being,getting help was essential for my well-being,
it was still a challenge.it was still a challenge.

I had a terrible time that lasted
quite a while. There were many factors,
of various kinds, and you could see on my
face that something was wrong: it wasn't a
particularly peaceful time in my life, and it
was evident in my appearance, in my words,
and in my gestures, even at fairs.
I asked for help with some difficulty and
after a fairly long wait (you know how the
queues are in public health), and even though
getting help was essential for my well-being,
it was still a challenge.
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Cosplay and MentalCosplay and Mental
Health - Calm AfterHealth - Calm After  

the Stormthe Storm

Cosplay and Mental
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When you're a cosplayer while being theWhen you're a cosplayer while being the  
worst version of yourself, people take aworst version of yourself, people take a
while to notice. At first, you’re still someonewhile to notice. At first, you’re still someone
who attracts curiosity, someone they want towho attracts curiosity, someone they want to
go to conventions with and talk to. You’rego to conventions with and talk to. You’re
wearing a mask.wearing a mask.  

But then, as theyBut then, as they  
spend more time withspend more time with  
you, they start noticingyou, they start noticing  
your disjointed sentencesyour disjointed sentences  
or the fact that you won’tor the fact that you won’t
even sit down to rest during lunch.even sit down to rest during lunch.
  
They smell the "decay" without you evenThey smell the "decay" without you even
needing to take off your wig or mask,needing to take off your wig or mask,
because they’ve already realized that the realbecause they’ve already realized that the real
cosplay you’re doing is of a happy version ofcosplay you’re doing is of a happy version of
yourself that isn't actually there.yourself that isn't actually there.
And just like that, they start giving youAnd just like that, they start giving you
fewer likes on social media, they stop askingfewer likes on social media, they stop asking
if you’re going to conventions, and so on.if you’re going to conventions, and so on.

When you're a cosplayer while being the 
worst version of yourself, people take a
while to notice. At first, you’re still someone
who attracts curiosity, someone they want to
go to conventions with and talk to. You’re
wearing a mask. 

But then, as they 
spend more time with 
you, they start noticing 
your disjointed sentences 
or the fact that you won’t
even sit down to rest during lunch.
 
They smell the "decay" without you even
needing to take off your wig or mask,
because they’ve already realized that the real
cosplay you’re doing is of a happy version of
yourself that isn't actually there.
And just like that, they start giving you
fewer likes on social media, they stop asking
if you’re going to conventions, and so on.
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I don’t want pity; I know how contagiousI don’t want pity; I know how contagious
sadness can be. I am aware of my mistakessadness can be. I am aware of my mistakes
and how difficult it must have been to beand how difficult it must have been to be
near me when I didn't even know how tonear me when I didn't even know how to  
stay afloat myself.stay afloat myself.
I had become a shadow in a world of lightI had become a shadow in a world of light
and, now that I’m better, I can perhapsand, now that I’m better, I can perhaps
understand more how hard it must have beenunderstand more how hard it must have been
for others. I’m no longer angry, and I’m sorryfor others. I’m no longer angry, and I’m sorry
for having been a burden or a bad friend tofor having been a burden or a bad friend to
some.some.

During one of theDuring one of the  
hardest times, I literallyhardest times, I literally  
couldn't do anything.couldn't do anything.  
I wrote on social mediaI wrote on social media  
that it was a bad periodthat it was a bad period
and how I didn't wantand how I didn't want  
to be contactedto be contacted
by anyone.by anyone.  

I don’t want pity; I know how contagious
sadness can be. I am aware of my mistakes
and how difficult it must have been to be
near me when I didn't even know how to 
stay afloat myself.
I had become a shadow in a world of light
and, now that I’m better, I can perhaps
understand more how hard it must have been
for others. I’m no longer angry, and I’m sorry
for having been a burden or a bad friend to
some.

During one of the 
hardest times, I literally 
couldn't do anything. 
I wrote on social media 
that it was a bad period
and how I didn't want 
to be contacted
by anyone. 
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I think I spent an entire week on the couch,I think I spent an entire week on the couch,
24/7, just so I could hear someone talking24/7, just so I could hear someone talking
through the TV screen eventhrough the TV screen even  
late at night; I couldn't handlelate at night; I couldn't handle  
being completely alone.being completely alone.

Then, two weeks later, I felt better and triedThen, two weeks later, I felt better and tried
to go to a convention. I felt like I spent theto go to a convention. I felt like I spent the
whole day floating through groups of people,whole day floating through groups of people,
feeling like an intruder everywhere. For me,feeling like an intruder everywhere. For me,
that was the final straw.that was the final straw.  

I felt so broken that I hadI felt so broken that I had  
to run away fromto run away from  
everyoneeveryone  
and everything.and everything.  
I spenta week and a halfI spenta week and a half  
abroad and, even then,abroad and, even then,  
I spent more timeI spent more time  
sleeping than doingsleeping than doing  
anything else.anything else.

I think I spent an entire week on the couch,
24/7, just so I could hear someone talking
through the TV screen even 
late at night; I couldn't handle 
being completely alone.

Then, two weeks later, I felt better and tried
to go to a convention. I felt like I spent the
whole day floating through groups of people,
feeling like an intruder everywhere. For me,
that was the final straw. 

I felt so broken that I had 
to run away from 
everyone 
and everything. 
I spenta week and a half 
abroad and, even then, 
I spent more time 
sleeping than doing 
anything else.
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AN OUTCAST AROUNDAN OUTCAST AROUND
OTHER PEOPLEOTHER PEOPLE

AN OUTCAST AROUND
OTHER PEOPLE



So, slowly, I started disappearing fromSo, slowly, I started disappearing from
conventions and from other people's lives,conventions and from other people's lives,
covering my ears when I heard othercovering my ears when I heard other
cosplayers talking about couple or groupcosplayers talking about couple or group
projects—things that no one ever wanted toprojects—things that no one ever wanted to
do with me.do with me.  
Thinking about that brought me backThinking about that brought me back  
to the time when I was always pickedto the time when I was always picked
last for volleyball in middle schoollast for volleyball in middle school  
gym class with the difference thatgym class with the difference that  
now the smell of sweat had turnednow the smell of sweat had turned  
into the smell of hairspray.into the smell of hairspray.

Later I fell in love with photography. In theLater I fell in love with photography. In the
moments I was awake, the onlymoments I was awake, the only
thing I did was take photosthing I did was take photos  
of things and people. I thinkof things and people. I think  
developing a new hobbydeveloping a new hobby
(perhaps because I felt(perhaps because I felt  
photographers werephotographers were  
avoidingme too) gave meavoidingme too) gave me  
the push to step out of my bubble.the push to step out of my bubble.
So now I have a new passion and so much toSo now I have a new passion and so much to
learn, which definitely helps.learn, which definitely helps.

So, slowly, I started disappearing from
conventions and from other people's lives,
covering my ears when I heard other
cosplayers talking about couple or group
projects—things that no one ever wanted to
do with me. 
Thinking about that brought me back 
to the time when I was always picked
last for volleyball in middle school 
gym class with the difference that 
now the smell of sweat had turned 
into the smell of hairspray.

Later I fell in love with photography. In the
moments I was awake, the only
thing I did was take photos 
of things and people. I think 
developing a new hobby
(perhaps because I felt 
photographers were 
avoidingme too) gave me 
the push to step out of my bubble.
So now I have a new passion and so much to
learn, which definitely helps.
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I’m still in therapy. I’ve built wonderfulI’m still in therapy. I’ve built wonderful
friendships outside of cosplay with fantasticfriendships outside of cosplay with fantastic
people, and that has certainly helped me seepeople, and that has certainly helped me see
things from a different perspective. I stillthings from a different perspective. I still
talk to those who stayed despitetalk to those who stayed despite
everything (I will be forevereverything (I will be forever  
grateful to them), and I’vegrateful to them), and I’ve
  found a special personfound a special person
  who likes me for who I am.who likes me for who I am.

May is Mental Health AwarenessMay is Mental Health Awareness  
Month.Month.  
Stay kind.Stay kind.  
Don't just stand by watching things happen.Don't just stand by watching things happen.  

Reach out a hand: it can make the difference.Reach out a hand: it can make the difference.

I have finally returned to theI have finally returned to the  
shore, and at least now,shore, and at least now,  
my heart feels a little lighter.my heart feels a little lighter.

A manuscript by Eden StarA manuscript by Eden Star

I’m still in therapy. I’ve built wonderful
friendships outside of cosplay with fantastic
people, and that has certainly helped me see
things from a different perspective. I still
talk to those who stayed despite
everything (I will be forever 
grateful to them), and I’ve
 found a special person
 who likes me for who I am.

May is Mental Health Awareness 
Month. 
Stay kind. 
Don't just stand by watching things happen. 

Reach out a hand: it can make the difference.

I have finally returned to the 
shore, and at least now, 
my heart feels a little lighter.

A manuscript by Eden Star
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STAY KIND...STAY KIND...STAY KIND...
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FANTASTIC PLACES
AND WHERE TO FIND

THEM
By ardyn_bartonPh: Google



      ello everyone, I'm Ardyn, and startingello everyone, I'm Ardyn, and starting
today I'll be your personal tour guidetoday I'll be your personal tour guide
dedicated entirely to the world of cosplay.dedicated entirely to the world of cosplay.

How? By putting myselfHow? By putting myself
at your disposal andat your disposal and
collaborating withcollaborating with  
you to create a realyou to create a real  
and properand proper  
geographical mapgeographical map
with the best locations for your dreamwith the best locations for your dream
sets, carefully divided by region.sets, carefully divided by region.

How many times have you wished youHow many times have you wished you
could take photos in your costumes in thecould take photos in your costumes in the
perfect setting to enhanceperfect setting to enhance
your character? Our belovedyour character? Our beloved
land offers numerous locationsland offers numerous locations  
that can meet your every need;that can meet your every need;
you just need to discoveryou just need to discover  
them and use them withthem and use them with
respect. So, all you have to do isrespect. So, all you have to do is  
follow this column, hoping it canfollow this column, hoping it can
provide useful inspiration for your ownprovide useful inspiration for your own
ideas!ideas!

   ello everyone, I'm Ardyn, and starting
today I'll be your personal tour guide
dedicated entirely to the world of cosplay.

How? By putting myself
at your disposal and
collaborating with 
you to create a real 
and proper 
geographical map
with the best locations for your dream
sets, carefully divided by region.

How many times have you wished you
could take photos in your costumes in the
perfect setting to enhance
your character? Our beloved
land offers numerous locations 
that can meet your every need;
you just need to discover 
them and use them with
respect. So, all you have to do is 
follow this column, hoping it can
provide useful inspiration for your own
ideas!
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We'll begin with the region that has nowWe'll begin with the region that has now
adopted me in recent years and which I'veadopted me in recent years and which I've
learned to appreciate for its unique and variedlearned to appreciate for its unique and varied
beauty: Tuscany. I couldn't help but begin thisbeauty: Tuscany. I couldn't help but begin this
column by mentioning a city that many of uscolumn by mentioning a city that many of us
consider a second home: the Mecca of Italianconsider a second home: the Mecca of Italian
cosplay, cosplay, LuccaLucca.This ancient medieval city offers.This ancient medieval city offers
countless spots of various tastes and genrescountless spots of various tastes and genres
within its walls, to be discovered even outsidewithin its walls, to be discovered even outside
of the homonymous fair. Its walls, combinedof the homonymous fair. Its walls, combined
with the bastions and the always-accessiblewith the bastions and the always-accessible
underground areas, can create the perfectunderground areas, can create the perfect
backdrop for a fantasy/medieval-inspiredbackdrop for a fantasy/medieval-inspired
costume. Not to mention the tall costume. Not to mention the tall GuinigiGuinigi Tower Tower
that stands tall in the city center, accessiblethat stands tall in the city center, accessible
with a ticket (€8)with a ticket (€8)

We'll begin with the region that has now
adopted me in recent years and which I've
learned to appreciate for its unique and varied
beauty: Tuscany. I couldn't help but begin this
column by mentioning a city that many of us
consider a second home: the Mecca of Italian
cosplay, Lucca.This ancient medieval city offers
countless spots of various tastes and genres
within its walls, to be discovered even outside
of the homonymous fair. Its walls, combined
with the bastions and the always-accessible
underground areas, can create the perfect
backdrop for a fantasy/medieval-inspired
costume. Not to mention the tall Guinigi Tower
that stands tall in the city center, accessible
with a ticket (€8)
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Are you looking for something moreAre you looking for something more
refined and elegant instead? Also availablerefined and elegant instead? Also available
with an entrance ticket is the option,with an entrance ticket is the option,
much-loved by cosplayers, of much-loved by cosplayers, of PalazzoPalazzo
PfannerPfanner, or alternatively the , or alternatively the botanicalbotanical
gardengarden for more naturalistic sets. Among for more naturalistic sets. Among
the streets of the center, you can discoverthe streets of the center, you can discover
remarkable views and some well-keptremarkable views and some well-kept
venues that can host you for modern andvenues that can host you for modern and
detailed shots.detailed shots.

Are you looking for something more
refined and elegant instead? Also available
with an entrance ticket is the option,
much-loved by cosplayers, of Palazzo
Pfanner, or alternatively the botanical
garden for more naturalistic sets. Among
the streets of the center, you can discover
remarkable views and some well-kept
venues that can host you for modern and
detailed shots.



252525

But if, like many others, you're lookingBut if, like many others, you're looking
for less crowded places with uniquefor less crowded places with unique
potential, then I recommend taking a trippotential, then I recommend taking a trip
just outside the city of Lucca andjust outside the city of Lucca and
immersing yourself in the Versiliaimmersing yourself in the Versilia
coastline, particularly nearcoastline, particularly near
Massa/Carrara. A wild and accessibleMassa/Carrara. A wild and accessible
inland territory awaits you, if you payinland territory awaits you, if you pay
attention. I'm talking about the notoriousattention. I'm talking about the notorious
Buco della LunaBuco della Luna, a marble formation that, a marble formation that
hides a circular stone hole that allows forhides a circular stone hole that allows for
evocative shots surrounded by pristineevocative shots surrounded by pristine
nature. And to get there? You'll have tonature. And to get there? You'll have to
pass through an abandoned marblepass through an abandoned marble
factory. Yes, it's the perfect location forfactory. Yes, it's the perfect location for
your survival/horror themed shoots.your survival/horror themed shoots.

But if, like many others, you're looking
for less crowded places with unique
potential, then I recommend taking a trip
just outside the city of Lucca and
immersing yourself in the Versilia
coastline, particularly near
Massa/Carrara. A wild and accessible
inland territory awaits you, if you pay
attention. I'm talking about the notorious
Buco della Luna, a marble formation that
hides a circular stone hole that allows for
evocative shots surrounded by pristine
nature. And to get there? You'll have to
pass through an abandoned marble
factory. Yes, it's the perfect location for
your survival/horror themed shoots.



I'll leave you with one last gem, still in theI'll leave you with one last gem, still in the
immediate vicinity of Lucca, about 20immediate vicinity of Lucca, about 20
minutes from the capital. A trulyminutes from the capital. A truly
remarkable historical and natural setting, itremarkable historical and natural setting, it
lends itself to a wide variety of sets iflends itself to a wide variety of sets if
you can exploit and enhance the naturalyou can exploit and enhance the natural
light and context. I'm talking about thelight and context. I'm talking about the
infamous infamous ponte del diavoloponte del diavolo, located in, located in
Bagni di Lucca.Bagni di Lucca.

I'll leave you with one last gem, still in the
immediate vicinity of Lucca, about 20
minutes from the capital. A truly
remarkable historical and natural setting, it
lends itself to a wide variety of sets if
you can exploit and enhance the natural
light and context. I'm talking about the
infamous ponte del diavolo, located in
Bagni di Lucca.
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Now, we've reached the end of this firstNow, we've reached the end of this first
roundup, and you still haven't found whatroundup, and you still haven't found what
you were looking for? Let's find outyou were looking for? Let's find out
together in the next installments! Let'stogether in the next installments! Let's
decide on the next region together, anddecide on the next region together, and
help me find the best places our homelandhelp me find the best places our homeland
has to offer, so that ourhas to offer, so that our  
geographical map isgeographical map is  
complete and usefulcomplete and useful  
to everyone.to everyone.
That's all from your guideThat's all from your guide  
for now. I hope you'refor now. I hope you're
  readyready  
for the next discoveries;for the next discoveries;  
the dream set you've alwaysthe dream set you've always  
dreamed of could finally come true.dreamed of could finally come true.

Now, we've reached the end of this first
roundup, and you still haven't found what
you were looking for? Let's find out
together in the next installments! Let's
decide on the next region together, and
help me find the best places our homeland
has to offer, so that our 
geographical map is 
complete and useful 
to everyone.
That's all from your guide 
for now. I hope you're
 ready 
for the next discoveries; 
the dream set you've always 
dreamed of could finally come true.

follow us on ourfollow us on ourfollow us on our
social networkssocial networkssocial networks
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occasionally I throw myself in sartorialoccasionally I throw myself in sartorial
jobs. Up until a while ago I had met veryjobs. Up until a while ago I had met very
honest and transparent people, then onehonest and transparent people, then one
day a “client” arrives through friends inday a “client” arrives through friends in
common. He asks me to estimate the pricecommon. He asks me to estimate the price
of some modifications on aof some modifications on a  
dress and I propose 70€,dress and I propose 70€,  
materials included. Aftermaterials included. After  
not much time, the requestnot much time, the request  
becomes “exaggerated”.becomes “exaggerated”.  
The modificationsThe modifications  
weren’t enoughweren’t enough  
anymore, he wanted the product as similaranymore, he wanted the product as similar
as possible to the one in the series.as possible to the one in the series.  

occasionally I throw myself in sartorial
jobs. Up until a while ago I had met very
honest and transparent people, then one
day a “client” arrives through friends in
common. He asks me to estimate the price
of some modifications on a 
dress and I propose 70€, 
materials included. After 
not much time, the request 
becomes “exaggerated”. 
The modifications 
weren’t enough 
anymore, he wanted the product as similar
as possible to the one in the series. 

ello I’m Seba, I’m a cosplayer andello I’m Seba, I’m a cosplayer andello I’m Seba, I’m a cosplayer and
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Seba and the neverSeba and the never  
paid commissionpaid commission

Seba and the never 
paid commission
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It was more than doable, but not at thatIt was more than doable, but not at that
price. Which I told him plenty of times, justprice. Which I told him plenty of times, just
like the fact that it was an animatedlike the fact that it was an animated
drawing and that in real life fabrics don’tdrawing and that in real life fabrics don’t
act that way. Or at least they don’t at thatact that way. Or at least they don’t at that
price and not 10 days beforeprice and not 10 days before  
the deadline. But they werethe deadline. But they were  
words to the wind.words to the wind.
I do the math and withoutI do the math and without  
the materials which he paidthe materials which he paid  
from his own pocket, the laborfrom his own pocket, the labor  
is almost 300€.is almost 300€.
Naively and hoping in the fairness of thisNaively and hoping in the fairness of this
person, I lower the price a bit and I makeperson, I lower the price a bit and I make
the dress, delivering it before receiving thethe dress, delivering it before receiving the
payment.payment.

It was more than doable, but not at that
price. Which I told him plenty of times, just
like the fact that it was an animated
drawing and that in real life fabrics don’t
act that way. Or at least they don’t at that
price and not 10 days before 
the deadline. But they were 
words to the wind.
I do the math and without 
the materials which he paid 
from his own pocket, the labor 
is almost 300€.
Naively and hoping in the fairness of this
person, I lower the price a bit and I make
the dress, delivering it before receiving the
payment.
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Today he still hasn’t paid me, instead heToday he still hasn’t paid me, instead he
looked for excuses not to.looked for excuses not to.  
I just wanted to tell you that it took meI just wanted to tell you that it took me
almost 40 hours to make your cosplay,almost 40 hours to make your cosplay,
trying to follow your requests.trying to follow your requests.  
And not only haven’t you paidAnd not only haven’t you paid  
me, but you didn’t even haveme, but you didn’t even have  
the decency to send me somethe decency to send me some  
good pictures to advertise mygood pictures to advertise my  
work. I hope that you willwork. I hope that you will  
find people just like you onfind people just like you on  
your path, so that maybe you’llyour path, so that maybe you’ll  
learn that work is sacred and itlearn that work is sacred and it  
should be respected.should be respected.
  

Today he still hasn’t paid me, instead he
looked for excuses not to. 
I just wanted to tell you that it took me
almost 40 hours to make your cosplay,
trying to follow your requests. 
And not only haven’t you paid 
me, but you didn’t even have 
the decency to send me some 
good pictures to advertise my 
work. I hope that you will 
find people just like you on 
your path, so that maybe you’ll 
learn that work is sacred and it 
should be respected.
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Dan’s commentary:Dan’s commentary:Dan’s commentary:
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I was waiting, I swear that I wasI was waiting, I swear that I was
waiting for a “colleague” with awaiting for a “colleague” with a
story like this. Because; I’llstory like this. Because; I’ll
scream it out for you, SHOWscream it out for you, SHOW
RESPECT to people that makeRESPECT to people that make
your cosplays, expecially if theyyour cosplays, expecially if they
trust you and ask for cash ontrust you and ask for cash on
delivery. I’ve had terribledelivery. I’ve had terrible
experiences too regardingexperiences too regarding
cosmaking and propmaking, whichcosmaking and propmaking, which
is why now I ask for advanceis why now I ask for advance
payment + materials. I send you apayment + materials. I send you a
hug and hope that we meet athug and hope that we meet at
con to drink something together!con to drink something together!

I was waiting, I swear that I was
waiting for a “colleague” with a
story like this. Because; I’ll
scream it out for you, SHOW
RESPECT to people that make
your cosplays, expecially if they
trust you and ask for cash on
delivery. I’ve had terrible
experiences too regarding
cosmaking and propmaking, which
is why now I ask for advance
payment + materials. I send you a
hug and hope that we meet at
con to drink something together!

Saky’s commentary:Saky’s commentary:Saky’s commentary:
I don’t know what it must feel like,I don’t know what it must feel like,
because I don’t accept commissions sincebecause I don’t accept commissions since
I’m still learning as a matter of fact, butI’m still learning as a matter of fact, but
I swear you deserve someone that givesI swear you deserve someone that gives
value and respect to your work like itvalue and respect to your work like it
should be.should be.

I don’t know what it must feel like,
because I don’t accept commissions since
I’m still learning as a matter of fact, but
I swear you deserve someone that gives
value and respect to your work like it
should be.
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Are you still there?Are you still there?Are you still there?
III
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  f all of this has not scared you yet, wef all of this has not scared you yet, we
can go oncan go on  

If the resin printing stores its filamentIf the resin printing stores its filament
from above to the ground, a resin printerfrom above to the ground, a resin printer
works upside down, literally by hangingworks upside down, literally by hanging  
the model on the printing floor, that isthe model on the printing floor, that is
elevated little by little while every layer iselevated little by little while every layer is
created.created.  
As for FDM printing you will need a As for FDM printing you will need a SLICERSLICER,,
which is the software with the job towhich is the software with the job to
translate the model in information for thetranslate the model in information for the
printer: every printer on the market hasprinter: every printer on the market has
usually a slicer kit and there are also someusually a slicer kit and there are also some
really advanced ones but charged (ex.really advanced ones but charged (ex.
Lychee Slicer).Lychee Slicer).  

 f all of this has not scared you yet, we
can go on 

If the resin printing stores its filament
from above to the ground, a resin printer
works upside down, literally by hanging 
the model on the printing floor, that is
elevated little by little while every layer is
created. 
As for FDM printing you will need a SLICER,
which is the software with the job to
translate the model in information for the
printer: every printer on the market has
usually a slicer kit and there are also some
really advanced ones but charged (ex.
Lychee Slicer). 
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This is an introductory article so we willThis is an introductory article so we will
not go into every detail related to thenot go into every detail related to the
printing parameters but you will only needprinting parameters but you will only need
to know that every resin and/or printerto know that every resin and/or printer
manufacturer, usually supplies some chartsmanufacturer, usually supplies some charts
with the necessary amounts to configurewith the necessary amounts to configure
the print. As for FDM printing the modelthe print. As for FDM printing the model
parts that don’t touch the printing surfaceparts that don’t touch the printing surface
or that don’t place adequately on theor that don’t place adequately on the
former printing layer, will need former printing layer, will need supportssupports::
the logic for their integration is similar tothe logic for their integration is similar to
the one of filament printing and the morethe one of filament printing and the more
advanced software will allow you toadvanced software will allow you to
automatically place the supports o at leastautomatically place the supports o at least
automatically find the critic points.automatically find the critic points.

This is an introductory article so we will
not go into every detail related to the
printing parameters but you will only need
to know that every resin and/or printer
manufacturer, usually supplies some charts
with the necessary amounts to configure
the print. As for FDM printing the model
parts that don’t touch the printing surface
or that don’t place adequately on the
former printing layer, will need supports:
the logic for their integration is similar to
the one of filament printing and the more
advanced software will allow you to
automatically place the supports o at least
automatically find the critic points.
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Compared to FDM there is a key difference:Compared to FDM there is a key difference:
if with the filament the model is placed,if with the filament the model is placed,
layer by layer on the printing surface,layer by layer on the printing surface,  
here the model is literally hanged on thehere the model is literally hanged on the
surface, upside down, and every printingsurface, upside down, and every printing
layer “pulls up” the previous layer, so thelayer “pulls up” the previous layer, so the
supports will also have the job to supportsupports will also have the job to support
the model weight and make sure that itthe model weight and make sure that it
won’t come of the surface. Much morewon’t come of the surface. Much more
difficult than in FDM printing where thedifficult than in FDM printing where the
slicer always places the supportsslicer always places the supports
automatically, but learning is not hard, youautomatically, but learning is not hard, you
just need to take into account that ajust need to take into account that a
certain amount of failed prints willcertain amount of failed prints will
inevitably be part of the learning process.inevitably be part of the learning process.

Compared to FDM there is a key difference:
if with the filament the model is placed,
layer by layer on the printing surface, 
here the model is literally hanged on the
surface, upside down, and every printing
layer “pulls up” the previous layer, so the
supports will also have the job to support
the model weight and make sure that it
won’t come of the surface. Much more
difficult than in FDM printing where the
slicer always places the supports
automatically, but learning is not hard, you
just need to take into account that a
certain amount of failed prints will
inevitably be part of the learning process.



There are of course several types, butThere are of course several types, but
compared to filaments the range of colorscompared to filaments the range of colors
is surely really low: it is always consideredis surely really low: it is always considered
that the final model will be paintedthat the final model will be painted
anyway. What makes the difference areanyway. What makes the difference are
first of all the resistance, or the specificfirst of all the resistance, or the specific
characteristics like transparency, or thecharacteristics like transparency, or the
possibility of being melted (for those whopossibility of being melted (for those who
for example make prototypes for jewels).for example make prototypes for jewels).

There are of course several types, but
compared to filaments the range of colors
is surely really low: it is always considered
that the final model will be painted
anyway. What makes the difference are
first of all the resistance, or the specific
characteristics like transparency, or the
possibility of being melted (for those who
for example make prototypes for jewels).

Printing timesPrinting timesPrinting times
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A peculiarity of resinA peculiarity of resin  
printing to know is thatprinting to know is that  
printing time doesn’tprinting time doesn’t  
depend on the volume ofdepend on the volume of  
the printed object, as itthe printed object, as it  
happens for FDM, but byhappens for FDM, but by  
the height of the printedthe height of the printed  
volume: every printingvolume: every printing  
laser takes the samelaser takes the same  
amount of time to beamount of time to be  
exposed, whether thereexposed, whether there  
is a miniature on theis a miniature on the  
plate or the plate is full: convenient!plate or the plate is full: convenient!

A peculiarity of resin 
printing to know is that 
printing time doesn’t 
depend on the volume of 
the printed object, as it 
happens for FDM, but by 
the height of the printed 
volume: every printing 
laser takes the same 
amount of time to be 
exposed, whether there 
is a miniature on the 
plate or the plate is full: convenient!

Let’s talk aboutLet’s talk about
resinsresins

Let’s talk about
resins



The resistance is not a less importantThe resistance is not a less important
factor: a basic resin can seem rigid butfactor: a basic resin can seem rigid but
let’s say that is similar to porcelain: if welet’s say that is similar to porcelain: if we
hold it, it seems hard but if it falls on thehold it, it seems hard but if it falls on the
ground, especially if the piece is heavy,ground, especially if the piece is heavy,  
it can easily break. If the hurt resistanceit can easily break. If the hurt resistance  
is a crucial problem to you you should lookis a crucial problem to you you should look
for more resistant resins, usually called byfor more resistant resins, usually called by
manufacturers “tough” or “ABS-like”.manufacturers “tough” or “ABS-like”.

The resistance is not a less important
factor: a basic resin can seem rigid but
let’s say that is similar to porcelain: if we
hold it, it seems hard but if it falls on the
ground, especially if the piece is heavy, 
it can easily break. If the hurt resistance 
is a crucial problem to you you should look
for more resistant resins, usually called by
manufacturers “tough” or “ABS-like”.

Is this convenient forIs this convenient for
me?me?

Is this convenient for
me?

Now if we start making a list,Now if we start making a list,  
it is immediately evidentit is immediately evident  
that to start filamentthat to start filament  
printing we can manageprinting we can manage  
with 2-300 euro (and withwith 2-300 euro (and with  
this price you can already buy a goodthis price you can already buy a good
product), for resin printing there are lots ofproduct), for resin printing there are lots of
costs less noticeable: washing container,costs less noticeable: washing container,
gloves, mask, brushes, care zone, litres andgloves, mask, brushes, care zone, litres and
litres of IPA and at the end the resins, welllitres of IPA and at the end the resins, well
more expensive than filament, for the samemore expensive than filament, for the same
printed volume.printed volume.

Now if we start making a list, 
it is immediately evident 
that to start filament 
printing we can manage 
with 2-300 euro (and with 
this price you can already buy a good
product), for resin printing there are lots of
costs less noticeable: washing container,
gloves, mask, brushes, care zone, litres and
litres of IPA and at the end the resins, well
more expensive than filament, for the same
printed volume.
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To not talk about the need for a dedicatedTo not talk about the need for a dedicated
space. The result is, of course, estheticallyspace. The result is, of course, esthetically
much superior, but is it convenient? Ifmuch superior, but is it convenient? If
during the year I foresee printing a fewduring the year I foresee printing a few
pieces, probably the investment is notpieces, probably the investment is not
justified: it is better to request the printingjustified: it is better to request the printing
from an externalfrom an external  
laboratory or an onlinelaboratory or an online
service. If instead youservice. If instead you  
forecast to print lots offorecast to print lots of
pieces surely thepieces surely the  
investment is more thaninvestment is more than  
convenient and it willconvenient and it will  
make you save moneymake you save money  
in the long run.in the long run.

To not talk about the need for a dedicated
space. The result is, of course, esthetically
much superior, but is it convenient? If
during the year I foresee printing a few
pieces, probably the investment is not
justified: it is better to request the printing
from an external 
laboratory or an online
service. If instead you 
forecast to print lots of
pieces surely the 
investment is more than 
convenient and it will 
make you save money 
in the long run.
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Ready to start?Ready to start?Ready to start?
Till here we talked about basic informationTill here we talked about basic information
to understand the basics of the two mainto understand the basics of the two main
technologies of 3D printing: from the nexttechnologies of 3D printing: from the next
articles we will start facing a series ofarticles we will start facing a series of
tips’n’tricks and answers to the mosttips’n’tricks and answers to the most
common questions that will come when youcommon questions that will come when you
start printing.start printing.
Do you have any questions? Write them toDo you have any questions? Write them to
me to me to droidrust72@gmail.comdroidrust72@gmail.com and and  
the most frequent questionsthe most frequent questions  
will be answered in this section!will be answered in this section!
See you next time!See you next time!
Fabio aka droid.rustFabio aka droid.rust

Till here we talked about basic information
to understand the basics of the two main
technologies of 3D printing: from the next
articles we will start facing a series of
tips’n’tricks and answers to the most
common questions that will come when you
start printing.
Do you have any questions? Write them to
me to droidrust72@gmail.com and 
the most frequent questions 
will be answered in this section!
See you next time!
Fabio aka droid.rust
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appointment of our section.appointment of our section.  
If we made the introductionsIf we made the introductions  
in the first post, today I wantin the first post, today I want  
to take you with me on ato take you with me on a  
journey. A journey that is notjourney. A journey that is not
  only made of costumes andonly made of costumes and  
conventions, but of tenacity,conventions, but of tenacity,
pride, and bridges built on silence.pride, and bridges built on silence.  
I want to tell you how I went from feelingI want to tell you how I went from feeling
trapped in a bubble to becomingtrapped in a bubble to becoming  
the first, proud, Deaf Guestthe first, proud, Deaf Guest
  Cosplayer, but let's goCosplayer, but let's go  
in order...in order...  

appointment of our section. 
If we made the introductions 
in the first post, today I want 
to take you with me on a 
journey. A journey that is not
 only made of costumes and 
conventions, but of tenacity,
pride, and bridges built on silence. 
I want to tell you how I went from feeling
trapped in a bubble to becoming 
the first, proud, Deaf Guest
 Cosplayer, but let's go 
in order... 

FROM TEARS TO THEFROM TEARS TO THE
SPOTLIGHT:SPOTLIGHT:   

HOW DID AKIRA GET HISHOW DID AKIRA GET HIS
VOICE?VOICE?

(WITHOUT THE NEED FOR(WITHOUT THE NEED FOR
SOUND)?SOUND)?

FROM TEARS TO THE
SPOTLIGHT: 

HOW DID AKIRA GET HIS
VOICE?

(WITHOUT THE NEED FOR
SOUND)?
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At that moment, as IAt that moment, as I
explained my art even withexplained my art even with
my own hands (LIS) I feltmy own hands (LIS) I felt
immense pride. I wasn'timmense pride. I wasn't
just a girl in costume, Ijust a girl in costume, I
was the representative ofwas the representative of
a community that claimsa community that claims
its space, colorful andits space, colorful and
accessible. There Iaccessible. There I
understood that my voiceunderstood that my voice
(and my signs) could really(and my signs) could really
make a difference.make a difference.  

At that moment, as I
explained my art even with
my own hands (LIS) I felt
immense pride. I wasn't
just a girl in costume, I
was the representative of
a community that claims
its space, colorful and
accessible. There I
understood that my voice
(and my signs) could really
make a difference. 

The first step: Pioneer at the Festival ofThe first step: Pioneer at the Festival of
Deaf Art (2023) - ’'year zero".Deaf Art (2023) - ’'year zero".  
Imagine the emotion: I was noticed by theImagine the emotion: I was noticed by the
Vice President of the CGSI and invited toVice President of the CGSI and invited to
the fourth Festival of Deaf Art.the fourth Festival of Deaf Art.  
Why me? Because I'm the onlyWhy me? Because I'm the only  
deaf cosplayer, but getting ondeaf cosplayer, but getting on  
that stage wasn't justthat stage wasn't just  
cosplaying, it was tellingcosplaying, it was telling  
my world and explaining whatmy world and explaining what
  it means to be a character,it means to be a character,
  making you understand where from mangamaking you understand where from manga
and anime come…but above all, what doesand anime come…but above all, what does
it mean to do it without hearing.it mean to do it without hearing.

The first step: Pioneer at the Festival of
Deaf Art (2023) - ’'year zero". 
Imagine the emotion: I was noticed by the
Vice President of the CGSI and invited to
the fourth Festival of Deaf Art. 
Why me? Because I'm the only 
deaf cosplayer, but getting on 
that stage wasn't just 
cosplaying, it was telling 
my world and explaining what
 it means to be a character,
 making you understand where from manga
and anime come…but above all, what does
it mean to do it without hearing.



The excitement was sky-high, but realityThe excitement was sky-high, but reality
set in.set in.  
Back home, came the “brawl”, theBack home, came the “brawl”, the
demoralization, and Idemoralization, and I  
realized that the informationrealized that the information  
I was trying to conveyI was trying to convey  
remained locked in a bubble.remained locked in a bubble.  
The world of the hearing,The world of the hearing,  
of the great conventions,of the great conventions,  
did not receive the message.did not receive the message.  
I tried everything: videos inI tried everything: videos in
  LIS, tutorials...the resultsLIS, tutorials...the results  
were poor and I felt helpless.were poor and I felt helpless.  
I was ready to give it all up: that invisibleI was ready to give it all up: that invisible
wall of prejudice seemed too high towall of prejudice seemed too high to
climb.climb.  

And then, while I was at Comicon inAnd then, while I was at Comicon in
Bergamo, recording the LIS alphabet inBergamo, recording the LIS alphabet in
pride (I'm still stubborn!) apride (I'm still stubborn!) a  
staffer got curious, and astaffer got curious, and a
  secret project was born…secret project was born…

The excitement was sky-high, but reality
set in. 
Back home, came the “brawl”, the
demoralization, and I 
realized that the information 
I was trying to convey 
remained locked in a bubble. 
The world of the hearing, 
of the great conventions, 
did not receive the message. 
I tried everything: videos in
 LIS, tutorials...the results 
were poor and I felt helpless. 
I was ready to give it all up: that invisible
wall of prejudice seemed too high to
climb. 

And then, while I was at Comicon in
Bergamo, recording the LIS alphabet in
pride (I'm still stubborn!) a 
staffer got curious, and a
 secret project was born…
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The real surprise, however, came with anThe real surprise, however, came with an
email from July: it was Virtual Cosplay.email from July: it was Virtual Cosplay.  
A wonderful community that welcomed meA wonderful community that welcomed me
immediately. There I found people whoimmediately. There I found people who
spoke the same language as me: that ofspoke the same language as me: that of
respect and of true inclusion, and myrespect and of true inclusion, and my
mission had finally found a house!mission had finally found a house!  
In August, another unexpected email: theIn August, another unexpected email: the
Oltrecon in Pavia invited me on my firstOltrecon in Pavia invited me on my first
official talk show!official talk show!
From that moment on, I realized that I wasFrom that moment on, I realized that I was
doing my best and thatdoing my best and that
that "better" was enough.that "better" was enough.  
My mission was finding an official voice.My mission was finding an official voice.

The real surprise, however, came with an
email from July: it was Virtual Cosplay. 
A wonderful community that welcomed me
immediately. There I found people who
spoke the same language as me: that of
respect and of true inclusion, and my
mission had finally found a house! 
In August, another unexpected email: the
Oltrecon in Pavia invited me on my first
official talk show!
From that moment on, I realized that I was
doing my best and that
that "better" was enough. 
My mission was finding an official voice.
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We arrive in September. My first talk showWe arrive in September. My first talk show
at Oltrecon. It didn't matter if the roomat Oltrecon. It didn't matter if the room
wasn't full: it mattered that thewasn't full: it mattered that the
atmosphere was magical.atmosphere was magical.  
Next to me, a LIS interpreter.Next to me, a LIS interpreter.  
Seeing my signs translated intoSeeing my signs translated into
voice and the voice translatedvoice and the voice translated
into signs for everyone wasinto signs for everyone was  
the greatest emotion of my life. It wasthe greatest emotion of my life. It was
proof that barriers can be brokenproof that barriers can be broken
down.down.
My best friends were there cheering. And IMy best friends were there cheering. And I
finally got to know my two great familiesfinally got to know my two great families
live: Lama Cosplay and Virtual Cosplay. Ilive: Lama Cosplay and Virtual Cosplay. I
felt included, fulfi lled, it happened. I had afelt included, fulfi lled, it happened. I had a
blast!blast!
Since that day, my journey has become anSince that day, my journey has become an
inclusive adventure. My name, Akira, ranginclusive adventure. My name, Akira, rang
out everywhere.out everywhere.  
People wanted to learn LIS from me!People wanted to learn LIS from me!

We arrive in September. My first talk show
at Oltrecon. It didn't matter if the room
wasn't full: it mattered that the
atmosphere was magical. 
Next to me, a LIS interpreter. 
Seeing my signs translated into
voice and the voice translated
into signs for everyone was 
the greatest emotion of my life. It was
proof that barriers can be broken
down.
My best friends were there cheering. And I
finally got to know my two great families
live: Lama Cosplay and Virtual Cosplay. I
felt included, fulfi lled, it happened. I had a
blast!
Since that day, my journey has become an
inclusive adventure. My name, Akira, rang
out everywhere. 
People wanted to learn LIS from me!
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Now I'm getting proposals as a Deaf GuestNow I'm getting proposals as a Deaf Guest
Cosplayer, and that gives me an incredibleCosplayer, and that gives me an incredible
boost. I want to improve as a cosplayer:boost. I want to improve as a cosplayer:  
I won't stop, I'll work on poses,I won't stop, I'll work on poses,
  complex make-up, realisticcomplex make-up, realistic  
wigs... because mywigs... because my  
message needs tomessage needs to  
reach everyone alsoreach everyone also  
through my art. I don'tthrough my art. I don't
  just want to bringjust want to bring  
accessibility, I want to bring the charactersaccessibility, I want to bring the characters
I love to life and honor them.I love to life and honor them.    I startedI started
from dreaming in front of the TV and Ifrom dreaming in front of the TV and I
passed through pain and silence, but todaypassed through pain and silence, but today
I am here. Akira is not just a name, it's aI am here. Akira is not just a name, it's a
promise. The promise to never stoppromise. The promise to never stop
fighting because every convention, everyfighting because every convention, every
stage, and every dream is accessible tostage, and every dream is accessible to
everyone.everyone.

Now I'm getting proposals as a Deaf Guest
Cosplayer, and that gives me an incredible
boost. I want to improve as a cosplayer: 
I won't stop, I'll work on poses,
 complex make-up, realistic 
wigs... because my 
message needs to 
reach everyone also 
through my art. I don't
 just want to bring 
accessibility, I want to bring the characters
I love to life and honor them.  I started
from dreaming in front of the TV and I
passed through pain and silence, but today
I am here. Akira is not just a name, it's a
promise. The promise to never stop
fighting because every convention, every
stage, and every dream is accessible to
everyone.
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And you? You felt that pride while readingAnd you? You felt that pride while reading
about my talk show with the LISabout my talk show with the LIS
interpreter? You got excited to know thatinterpreter? You got excited to know that
barriers can really take down?barriers can really take down?
Follow me, come forward, and ask me allFollow me, come forward, and ask me all
the questions that arethe questions that are  
going through yourgoing through your  
head. Are you curioushead. Are you curious  
to know how I prepareto know how I prepare  
myself? Or how do Imyself? Or how do I  
manage stage anxietymanage stage anxiety  
without beeps? Don't be afraid to sharewithout beeps? Don't be afraid to share
your thoughts! The journey continues andyour thoughts! The journey continues and
there is still so much space on the stagethere is still so much space on the stage
for all of us!for all of us!

And you? You felt that pride while reading
about my talk show with the LIS
interpreter? You got excited to know that
barriers can really take down?
Follow me, come forward, and ask me all
the questions that are 
going through your 
head. Are you curious 
to know how I prepare 
myself? Or how do I 
manage stage anxiety 
without beeps? Don't be afraid to share
your thoughts! The journey continues and
there is still so much space on the stage
for all of us!
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BEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLAB
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By lisa.cosp_Ph: Google

YOU AND YOUR
CHARACTER pt. 5



We're back with the monthly makeupWe're back with the monthly makeup
column "YOU AND THE CHARACTER" ^u^.column "YOU AND THE CHARACTER" ^u^.
AAfter the previous survey in the makeupfter the previous survey in the makeup
stories, there were requests for severalstories, there were requests for several
characters.characters.
Among these, I chose a character whoAmong these, I chose a character who
appears in one of the most belovedappears in one of the most beloved
manga/anime of all time. He belongs to themanga/anime of all time. He belongs to the
world of One Piece and is a member of theworld of One Piece and is a member of the
Straw Hat Crew: Straw Hat Crew: RORONOA ZORORORONOA ZORO

We're back with the monthly makeup
column "YOU AND THE CHARACTER" ^u^.
After the previous survey in the makeup
stories, there were requests for several
characters.
Among these, I chose a character who
appears in one of the most beloved
manga/anime of all time. He belongs to the
world of One Piece and is a member of the
Straw Hat Crew: RORONOA ZORO

YOU AND THEYOU AND THE
CHARACTERCHARACTER

YOU AND THE
CHARACTER
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Zoro's makeup focuses heavily onZoro's makeup focuses heavily on
contouring and also on his scarscontouring and also on his scars (eye and (eye and
chest). The base is identical to thatchest). The base is identical to that
already described in the dedicated sectionalready described in the dedicated section
(foundation, powder, etc.), but I(foundation, powder, etc.), but I
recommend:recommend:

HHighlighting theighlighting the  
contouring: Zoro has acontouring: Zoro has a  
square face, so yousquare face, so you  
should highlight his jaw,should highlight his jaw,  
the sides of the nose,the sides of the nose,  
and the cheekbonesand the cheekbones  
with a cool or warmwith a cool or warm  
contour, using a flat orcontour, using a flat or  
angled brush,blendingangled brush,blending  
well. The more youwell. The more you  
highlight the features, the more sculptedhighlight the features, the more sculpted
the face will appear. You can add thethe face will appear. You can add the
"wrinkles" or shadows created by a frown."wrinkles" or shadows created by a frown.
Let me explain better with a drawing: writeLet me explain better with a drawing: write
"frown effect" in the eyebrow area and"frown effect" in the eyebrow area and
contour wherecontour where
needed.needed.

Zoro's makeup focuses heavily on
contouring and also on his scars (eye and
chest). The base is identical to that
already described in the dedicated section
(foundation, powder, etc.), but I
recommend:

Highlighting the 
contouring: Zoro has a 
square face, so you 
should highlight his jaw, 
the sides of the nose, 
and the cheekbones 
with a cool or warm 
contour, using a flat or 
angled brush,blending 
well. The more you 
highlight the features, the more sculpted
the face will appear. You can add the
"wrinkles" or shadows created by a frown.
Let me explain better with a drawing: write
"frown effect" in the eyebrow area and
contour where
needed.
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Eye shape: for Zoro, simply use a blackEye shape: for Zoro, simply use a black
pencil blended with a thin opencil blended with a thin orr
angled brush (a deep black pencil is better;angled brush (a deep black pencil is better;
the important thing is to always blend).the important thing is to always blend).
You can also use eyeliner above the lashYou can also use eyeliner above the lash
line or even below it, ifline or even below it, if  
you want to stand outyou want to stand out  
from your lash from your lash linline ande and  
give an "enlarged" eyegive an "enlarged" eye  
effect. It depends oneffect. It depends on  
your taste. For this lastyour taste. For this last  
option, you can apply aoption, you can apply a  
white pencil under thewhite pencil under the  
lower lash line.lower lash line.  
I I rrecommend drawing a downward line withecommend drawing a downward line with
eyeliner or pencil, not the typical wingedeyeliner or pencil, not the typical winged
line. Obviously, depending on your eyeline. Obviously, depending on your eye
shape, you can adapt it as you prefer.shape, you can adapt it as you prefer.

Eye shape: for Zoro, simply use a black
pencil blended with a thin or
angled brush (a deep black pencil is better;
the important thing is to always blend).
You can also use eyeliner above the lash
line or even below it, if 
you want to stand out 
from your lash line and 
give an "enlarged" eye 
effect. It depends on 
your taste. For this last 
option, you can apply a 
white pencil under the 
lower lash line. 
I recommend drawing a downward line with
eyeliner or pencil, not the typical winged
line. Obviously, depending on your eye
shape, you can adapt it as you prefer.
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Eye and chest scar: Scars canEye and chest scar: Scars can be created in be created in
various ways; for the eye, use a lightvarious ways; for the eye, use a light
brown or dark pink pencil, dabbing it withbrown or dark pink pencil, dabbing it with
eyeshadow of the same color to intensifyeyeshadow of the same color to intensify
the effect and make it lastthe effect and make it last  
throughout the day.throughout the day.
CCollodion is also an excellent option; itollodion is also an excellent option; it
wrinkles the skin and makes it lookwrinkles the skin and makes it look
reareallistic. It can also be colored with cream-istic. It can also be colored with cream-
based products to blend the edges andbased products to blend the edges and
alcohol-based paints.alcohol-based paints.
Latex is also available for scars.Latex is also available for scars.

Eye and chest scar: Scars can be created in
various ways; for the eye, use a light
brown or dark pink pencil, dabbing it with
eyeshadow of the same color to intensify
the effect and make it last 
throughout the day.
Collodion is also an excellent option; it
wrinkles the skin and makes it look
realistic. It can also be colored with cream-
based products to blend the edges and
alcohol-based paints.
Latex is also available for scars.
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The same procedure applies to the chest:The same procedure applies to the chest:
use collodion, latex, or,use collodion, latex, or, if you want to if you want to
avoid these products, you can useavoid these products, you can use
aquacolor or saquacolor or supupracolor to draw the scarracolor to draw the scar
as seen in the anime. The color can beas seen in the anime. The color can be
black or light brown.black or light brown.
If youIf you want to add a bit of character, you want to add a bit of character, you
can use both methods, leaving the centercan use both methods, leaving the center
of the wound lighter, giving it a certainof the wound lighter, giving it a certain
three-dimensionality.three-dimensionality.

The same procedure applies to the chest:
use collodion, latex, or, if you want to
avoid these products, you can use
aquacolor or supracolor to draw the scar
as seen in the anime. The color can be
black or light brown.
If you want to add a bit of character, you
can use both methods, leaving the center
of the wound lighter, giving it a certain
three-dimensionality.
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Male makeup may seem simple, but givingMale makeup may seem simple, but giving
it more detail and playing with light andit more detail and playing with light and
shadow can be challenging, especially whenshadow can be challenging, especially when
the characters make expressions of anger,the characters make expressions of anger,
fear or madness etc..fear or madness etc..
This concludes the column. If you have anyThis concludes the column. If you have any
requests, please let me know. If you'd likerequests, please let me know. If you'd like
to see a specific character, I can dedicateto see a specific character, I can dedicate
an entire article to it.an entire article to it.  
I'm available for anything. ThanksI'm available for anything. Thanks
always for your support! ^u^always for your support! ^u^
Feel free to not necessarily follow thisFeel free to not necessarily follow this
advice or do it however you like, theadvice or do it however you like, the
important thing is that you look good andimportant thing is that you look good and
more comfortable!more comfortable!

Male makeup may seem simple, but giving
it more detail and playing with light and
shadow can be challenging, especially when
the characters make expressions of anger,
fear or madness etc..
This concludes the column. If you have any
requests, please let me know. If you'd like
to see a specific character, I can dedicate
an entire article to it. 
I'm available for anything. Thanks
always for your support! ^u^
Feel free to not necessarily follow this
advice or do it however you like, the
important thing is that you look good and
more comfortable!
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anime OF THE
MONTH 2026

By Virtual Jump & SquiddyLaBionda



Although it started in April, Dr. StoneAlthough it started in April, Dr. Stone
needs a mention, as we have now delvedneeds a mention, as we have now delved
into the final arc. Dr.Stone has as its maininto the final arc. Dr.Stone has as its main
character Senku a Japanese high schoolcharacter Senku a Japanese high school
student with an uncommon passion forstudent with an uncommon passion for
science (inherited from his father).science (inherited from his father).
But everything he knew would soon beBut everything he knew would soon be
over; a catastrophe strikes the earth, andover; a catastrophe strikes the earth, and
a mysterious green light turns humanity toa mysterious green light turns humanity to
stone...stone...

Although it started in April, Dr. Stone
needs a mention, as we have now delved
into the final arc. Dr.Stone has as its main
character Senku a Japanese high school
student with an uncommon passion for
science (inherited from his father).
But everything he knew would soon be
over; a catastrophe strikes the earth, and
a mysterious green light turns humanity to
stone...

Anime of theAnime of the
month:month:

DR. StoneDR. Stone

Anime of the
month:

DR. Stone
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The story begins withThe story begins with
the awakening fromthe awakening from
the petrification ofthe petrification of
Senku after 3700Senku after 3700
years.years.
Nature had now takenNature had now taken
its place where manits place where man
had now cast it out.had now cast it out.
From li Senku beginsFrom li Senku begins
his journey.his journey.

The story begins with
the awakening from
the petrification of
Senku after 3700
years.
Nature had now taken
its place where man
had now cast it out.
From li Senku begins
his journey.

Anime del mese:Anime del mese:
DR. StoneDR. Stone

Anime del mese:
DR. Stone
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ScientificScientific
popularization is thepopularization is the
basis of this animebasis of this anime
mixed with hilaritymixed with hilarity
and nostalgicand nostalgic
moments.moments.
Senku will have toSenku will have to
find the source offind the source of
petrification andpetrification and
survive in Stonesurvive in Stone
World.World.
  

Scientific
popularization is the
basis of this anime
mixed with hilarity
and nostalgic
moments.
Senku will have to
find the source of
petrification and
survive in Stone
World.
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Anime with crazy animations, powers beyondAnime with crazy animations, powers beyond
all logic, characters of inappropriateall logic, characters of inappropriate
power...no no nopower...no no no
Today we are talking about the foreheadToday we are talking about the forehead
sweat of a road that cannot be more uphill!sweat of a road that cannot be more uphill!
Hajime no Hippo introduces the story ofHajime no Hippo introduces the story of
Hippo, a boy who, after some bullyingHippo, a boy who, after some bullying
episodes, is helped by Takamura. From there,episodes, is helped by Takamura. From there,
the questions begin to torment him until hethe questions begin to torment him until he
asks himself: "What does it mean to beasks himself: "What does it mean to be
strong?"strong?"

Anime with crazy animations, powers beyond
all logic, characters of inappropriate
power...no no no
Today we are talking about the forehead
sweat of a road that cannot be more uphill!
Hajime no Hippo introduces the story of
Hippo, a boy who, after some bullying
episodes, is helped by Takamura. From there,
the questions begin to torment him until he
asks himself: "What does it mean to be
strong?"

The Pearl of theThe Pearl of the
Month: hajime no hippoMonth: hajime no hippo

The Pearl of the
Month: hajime no hippo
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Hippo makes his wayHippo makes his way
into the box with theinto the box with the
same goal for whichsame goal for which
he started "what doeshe started "what does
it mean to be strong?"it mean to be strong?"
from it comes itsfrom it comes its
history and the gymhistory and the gym
where "Kamogawa"where "Kamogawa"
trains.trains.

Hippo makes his way
into the box with the
same goal for which
he started "what does
it mean to be strong?"
from it comes its
history and the gym
where "Kamogawa"
trains.

The Pearl of theThe Pearl of the
Month: hajime no hippoMonth: hajime no hippo

The Pearl of the
Month: hajime no hippo
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The anime aired onThe anime aired on
October 3, 2000, withOctober 3, 2000, with
old-fashionedold-fashioned
animation, pencil,animation, pencil,
large outlines, haslarge outlines, has
very expressivevery expressive
faces. One of thefaces. One of the
hands-down besthands-down best
Spokons of the lastSpokons of the last
twenty years.twenty years.

The anime aired on
October 3, 2000, with
old-fashioned
animation, pencil,
large outlines, has
very expressive
faces. One of the
hands-down best
Spokons of the last
twenty years.
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	YOU AND THE CHARACTER
	The same procedure applies to the chest: use collodion, latex, or, if you want to avoid these products, you can use aquacolor or supracolor to draw the scar as seen in the anime. The color can be black or light brown. If you want to add a bit of character, you can use both methods, leaving the center of the wound lighter, giving it a certain three-dimensionality.
	Male makeup may seem simple, but giving it more detail and playing with light and shadow can be challenging, especially when the characters make expressions of anger, fear or madness etc.. This concludes the column. If you have any requests, please let me know. If you'd like to see a specific character, I can dedicate an entire article to it.  I'm available for anything. Thanks always for your support! ^u^ Feel free to not necessarily follow this advice or do it however you like, the important thing is that you look good and more comfortable!
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