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Critical Thinking
Lessons for middle school students

aged 11-14

Building Healthy Decision-Making Skills



L e a r n i n g  O b j e c t i v e s

B y  t h e  e n d  of  t h e s e  l e s s o n s,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to :
1 . A s k  d e e p e r,  m o r e  p u r p o s e f u l  q u e s t i o n s  to  c h a l l e n g e  a s s u m p t i o n s,  c l a r i f y

m e a n i n g ,  a n d  e x p l o r e  m u l t i p l e  p e r s p e c t i ve s.
2 . D e te c t  b i a s  a n d  e va l u a te  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  e v i d e n c e  a c r o s s  m e d i a ,  te x t s,  a n d

e ve r yd ay  s i t u a t i o n s.
3 . Id e n t i f y  a n d  avo i d  c o m m o n  l o g i c a l  f a l l a c i e s  w h i l e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e i r  ow n

r e a s o n i n g  a n d  a r g u m e n t a t i o n  s k i l l s.
4 . Ap p l y  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  to  c o m p l e x  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  by  c o n s i d e r i n g  e t h i c a l

i m p l i c a t i o n s,  l o n g -  a n d  s h o r t- te r m  c o n s e q u e n c e s,  a n d  t h e  p e r s p e c t i ve s  of
o t h e r s.

5 . Re f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  ow n  t h i n k i n g  p r o c e s s e s  ( m e t a c o g n i t i o n )  to  r e c o g n i ze
s t r e n g t h s,  b l i n d  s p o t s,  a n d  s t r a te g i e s  fo r  i m p r ove m e n t.

L e a r n i n g  R a t i o n a l e

M i d d l e  s c h o o l e r s  a r e  e n te r i n g  a  p i vo t a l  s t a g e  of  c o g n i t i ve  a n d  s o c i a l  d e ve l o p m e n t :

T h e y  a r e  s h i f t i n g  f r o m  c o n c r e te  r e a s o n i n g
towa r d  m o r e  a b s t r a c t,  a n a l y t i c a l ,  a n d

i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k i n g .

T h e y  a r e  n av i ga t i n g  n e w  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  t h e y  fo r m
s t r o n g e r  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t i e s,  e n ga g e  w i t h  p e e r s  a n d

te c h n o l o g y  i n  m o r e  c o m p l e x  way s,  a n d  b e g i n  to
c o n s i d e r  l o n g - te r m  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  t h e i r  c h o i c e s.  

T h e y  a r e  m o r e  awa r e  of  f a i r n e s s,  b i a s,  a n d
i n f l u e n c e,  a n d  a r e  c a p a b l e  of  r e c o g n i z i n g
f l aw s  i n  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  we i g h i n g  m u l t i p l e

p e r s p e c t i ve s.

Re f l e c t i o n  d e e p e n s  a s  t h e y  b e g i n  to  e xa m i n e  t h e i r  ow n
t h i n k i n g  p r o c e s s e s,  d e ve l o p i n g  m e t a c o g n i t i ve

awa r e n e s s  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  g r ow t h  i n  b o t h  a c a d e m i c s  a n d
p e r s o n a l  l i fe.  
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  Te a c h e r / Pa r e n t

Cr i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  i s  h ow  we  m a ke  s e n s e  of  t h e  wo r l d — by  a s k i n g  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s,  te s t i n g  i d e a s,
a n d  m a k i n g  t h o u g h t f u l ,  i n fo r m e d  c h o i c e s.  Fo r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s,  t h e s e  s k i l l s  a r e
e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t :  t h e y  a r e  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t,  n av i ga t i n g  p e e r  i n f l u e n c e,  u s i n g
te c h n o l o g y,  a n d  m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  i m p a c t  n o t  o n l y  t h e m s e l ve s  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s,
l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  l o n g - te r m  g o a l s.

S t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  6 – 8  a r e  r e a d y  to :
Pu s h  b e yo n d  s u r f a c e - l e ve l  q u e s t i o n s  to  c h a l l e n g e  a s s u m p t i o n s  a n d  e x p l o r e  m u l t i p l e
p e r s p e c t i ve s.
D e te c t  b i a s  a n d  e va l u a te  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  e v i d e n c e  i n  m e d i a ,  s c h o o l wo r k ,  a n d  d a i l y  l i fe.
Re c o g n i ze  f l awe d  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  b u i l d  s o u n d ,  r e s p e c t f u l
a r g u m e n t s.
Ap p l y  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  to  c o m p l e x  d e c i s i o n s  by  we i g h i n g  s h o r t-  a n d  l o n g - te r m
c o n s e q u e n c e s  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  f a i r n e s s  a n d  e t h i c s.
Re f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  ow n  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s  to  g r ow  m o r e  awa r e  of  s t r e n g t h s,  b l i n d  s p o t s,  a n d
s t r a te g i e s  fo r  i m p r ove m e n t.

B y  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e s e  s k i l l s  n ow,  m i d d l e  s c h o o l e r s  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  h a b i t s  t h a t  l e a d  to  a c a d e m i c
a c h i e ve m e n t,  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  a n d  p o s i t i ve  s e l f - awa r e n e s s.  
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Ta b l e  of  C o n t e n t s

P r e -A s s e s s m e n t  –  A  q u i c k  c h e c k  of  w h a t  s t u d e n t s  a l r e a d y  k n ow  a b o u t  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a n d
h ow  t h e y  c u r r e n t l y  a p p r o a c h  d e c i s i o n s,  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g ,  a n d  i n fo r m a t i o n .
L e s s o n  1 :  D i g g i n g  D e e p e r  w i t h  Q u e s t i o n s  –  Le a r n  h ow  a s k i n g  s t r o n g e r  q u e s t i o n s  h e l p s  u s
c h a l l e n g e  a s s u m p t i o n s,  u n c ove r  d e e p e r  m e a n i n g ,  a n d  e x p l o r e  m u l t i p l e  p e r s p e c t i ve s.
L e s s o n  2 :  S e e i n g  B i a s  a n d  F i n d i n g  t h e  Tr u t h  –  D i s c ove r  h ow  to  d e te c t  b i a s,  e va l u a te
e v i d e n c e,  a n d  r e c o g n i ze  w h a t  m a ke s  i n fo r m a t i o n  r e l i a b l e  o r  m i s l e a d i n g .
L e s s o n  3 :  Av o i d i n g  T h i n k i n g  Tr a p s  –  Pr a c t i c e  s p o t t i n g  c o m m o n  l o g i c a l  f a l l a c i e s  a n d  f a u l t y
r e a s o n i n g  w h i l e  l e a r n i n g  h ow  to  s t r e n g t h e n  a r g u m e n t s  w i t h  e v i d e n c e  a n d  l o g i c.
L e s s o n  4 :  M a k i n g  W i s e  C h o i c e s  –  Ap p l y  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  to  r e a l - l i fe  d e c i s i o n s  by  we i g h i n g
c o n s e q u e n c e s,  c o n s i d e r i n g  f a i r n e s s  a n d  e t h i c s,  a n d  u s i n g  b o t h  l o g i c  a n d  e m p a t hy.
L e s s o n  5 :  Re f l e c t i n g  o n  m y  T h i n k i n g  –  B u i l d  m e t a c o g n i t i ve  s k i l l s  by  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  h ow  we
t h i n k ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  p e r s o n a l  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  b l i n d  s p o t s,  a n d  r e f l e c t i n g .
Po s t -A s s e s s m e n t  –  Re f l e c t  o n  h ow  s t u d e n t s ’  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  s k i l l s  h ave  g r ow n  a n d  i d e n t i f y
s t r a te g i e s  t h e y  c a n  c a r r y  i n to  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  b e yo n d .
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Critical Thinking Pre-Assessment
Teacher/Parent Lesson Plan

L e a r n i n g  O b j e c t i v e s

B y  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  p r e - a s s e s s m e n t  a c t i v i t y,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l :
1 . D e m o n s t r a te  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  w h a t  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  m e a n s.
2 . S h ow  h ow  t h e y  t y p i c a l l y  a p p r o a c h  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g ,  a n d

e va l u a t i n g  i n fo r m a t i o n .
3 . Re f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  ow n  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s,  we i g h i n g  e v i d e n c e,  a n d

c o n s i d e r i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s.
4 . Pr ov i d e  a  b a s e l i n e  t h a t  te a c h e r s / p a r e n t s  c a n  u s e  to  t r a c k  g r ow t h  ove r  t h e

c o u r s e  of  t h e  l e s s o n s.

L e a r n i n g  R a t i o n a l e

T h e  p r e - a s s e s s m e n t  g i ve s  a  s n a p s h o t  of  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  w i t h
c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g .  M i d d l e  s c h o o l e r s  e n te r  w i t h  d i f fe r e n t  l e ve l s  of  e x p e r i e n c e — s o m e  m ay
a l r e a d y  q u e s t i o n  e v i d e n c e  a n d  s p o t  b i a s,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  m ay  m a ke  q u i c k  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h o u t
r e f l e c t i o n .  B y  c h e c k i n g  i n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  te a c h e r s  a n d  p a r e n t s  c a n  s e e  s t u d e n t s ’
s t r e n g t h s,  a r e a s  fo r  g r ow t h ,  a n d  i n i t i a l  a t t i t u d e s  towa r d  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g .

T h i s  s te p  i s  n o t  a b o u t  g r a d i n g  o r  j u d g m e n t.  I n s te a d ,  i t  h e l p s  a d u l t s  t a i l o r  d i s c u s s i o n s,
e xa m p l e s,  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l e s s o n s.  I t  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e s  s t u d e n t s  to  p a u s e  a n d
r e f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  ow n  h a b i t s  of  t h i n k i n g — s o  t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  r e v i s i t  t h e s e  s a m e  q u e s t i o n s  i n
t h e  p o s t- a s s e s s m e n t,  t h e y  c a n  c l e a r l y  s e e  h ow  m u c h  t h e y ’ ve  g r ow n .



A s k  s t u d e n t s  to  r e a d  e a c h  s t a te m e n t  a n d  d e c i d e  h ow  m u c h  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  a g r e e
w i t h  e a c h  i d e a .  Re m i n d  t h e m  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  te s t  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  n o  “r i g h t ”  o r  “ w r o n g”
a n s we r s — h o n e s t y  i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t.

A f te r  e a c h  s t a te m e n t,  yo u  m ay  i nv i te  s t u d e n t s  to  s h a r e  q u i c k  e xa m p l e s  o r  t h o u g h t s.
Ke e p  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o p e n  a n d  l i g h t— t h i s  s te p  i s  a b o u t  l i s te n i n g ,  n o t  c o r r e c t i n g .  A l l ow
s t u d e n t s  to  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e i r  ow n  wo r d s  s o  yo u  c a n  s e e  h ow  t h e y  v i e w
c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  r i g h t  n ow.

Re c o r d  i n s i g h t s :  Co n s i d e r  j o t t i n g  d ow n  b r i e f  n o te s  of  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  s o  yo u  c a n  l o o k
b a c k  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t- a s s e s s m e n t  to  s e e  c h a n g e s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

Se t  t h e  to n e :  Le t  s t u d e n t s  k n ow  t h a t  by  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  l e s s o n s,  t h e y  w i l l  h ave  e x p l o r e d
n e w  way s  to  a s k  b e t te r  q u e s t i o n s,  s p o t  b i a s,  r e c o g n i ze  f a u l t y  r e a s o n i n g ,  a n d  m a ke
s t r o n g e r  d e c i s i o n s.  Re a s s u r e  t h e m  t h a t  i t ’ s  n a t u r a l  fo r  t h e i r  a n s we r s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i ve s
to  c h a n g e — g r ow t h  i s  t h e  g o a l .

L e s s o n  P l a n

Critical Thinking Pre-Assessment
Teacher/Parent Lesson Plan



Statement I understand
this well!

I somewhat
understand

this.

I’m unsure or
confused by

this.

I know what it means to be a critical thinker.

I can ask deeper questions that help me understand a
problem or idea better.

I can tell when information may be biased or unfair.

I can figure out whether evidence is strong, weak, or
unreliable.

I can recognize when someone’s argument doesn’t make
sense.

I know how to avoid common “traps” in thinking, like
assuming something is true just because everyone else
believes it.

I can make decisions by thinking about consequences,
fairness, and multiple perspectives.

I use both logic and empathy when solving problems that
affect others.

I can reflect on how I think and notice my own strengths and
weaknesses.

I feel confident that I can improve my thinking skills with
practice.

Fo r  e a c h  s t a te m e n t  b e l ow,  r a te  h ow  we l l  yo u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i d e a  by  c h o o s i n g  o n e  of  t h e  fo l l ow i n g :
I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  we l l
I  k i n d  of  u n d e r s t a n d
I ’m  u n s u r e  o r  c o n f u s e d

Critical Thinking Pre-Assessment



Critical Thinking Pre-Assessment

W h a t  d o e s  b e i n g  a  “c r i t i c a l  t h i n ke r ”  m e a n  to  yo u  r i g h t  n ow ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

W h e n  yo u  f a c e  a  to u g h  c h o i c e,  h ow  d o  yo u  u s u a l l y  m a ke  yo u r  d e c i s i o n ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

W h i c h  p a r t  of  t h i n k i n g  i s  e a s i e s t  fo r  yo u  r i g h t  n ow  ( a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s,  n o t i c i n g  b i a s,  avo i d i n g
t r a p s,  m a k i n g  c h o i c e s,  o r  r e f l e c t i n g ) ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

W h a t  i s  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  fo r  yo u  w h e n  yo u  h ave  to  t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y  o r  m a ke  a  d e c i s i o n ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

How  d o  yo u  u s u a l l y  d e c i d e  i f  i n fo r m a t i o n  i s  t r u e,  f a i r,  o r  wo r t h  t r u s t i n g ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



Digging Deeper with Questions
Teacher/Parent Lesson Plan

L e a r n i n g  O b j e c t i v e s

B y  t h e  e n d  of  t h i s  l e s s o n ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to :
1 . D i f fe r e n t i a te  b e t we e n  s u r f a c e - l e ve l  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  d e e p e r,  p r o b i n g

q u e s t i o n s.
2 . Pr a c t i c e  a s k i n g  c l a r i f y i n g ,  i n te r p r e t i ve,  a n d  e va l u a t i ve  q u e s t i o n s  to  e x p l o r e

i d e a s  m o r e  f u l l y.
3 . Re c o g n i ze  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  a s s u m p t i o n s  h i d d e n  i n  i n fo r m a t i o n ,  c o nve r s a t i o n s,

o r  te x t s.
4 . D e ve l o p  c u r i o s i t y  a s  a  to o l  fo r  s t r o n g e r  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a n d  p r o b l e m -

s o l v i n g .

L e a r n i n g  R a t i o n a l e

M i d d l e  s c h o o l e r s  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  c u r i o u s,  b u t  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  of te n  s t ay  a t  t h e  s u r f a c e.  T h i s
l e s s o n  h e l p s  t h e m  m ove  f r o m  q u i c k  “ W h a t ? ”  q u e s t i o n s  to  d e e p e r  “ W hy ? ”  a n d  “ W h a t  i f ? ”
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  r e ve a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  a n d  o p e n  n e w  p e r s p e c t i ve s.  E n c o u r a g i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  ove r
“r i g h t  a n s we r s ”  e n ga g e s  s t u d e n t s  m o r e  f u l l y  i n  a c a d e m i c s,  s t r e n g t h e n s  r e f l e c t i o n  i n  s o c i a l
s i t u a t i o n s,  a n d  b u i l d s  a  fo u n d a t i o n  fo r  e va l u a t i n g  e v i d e n c e  a n d  m a k i n g  i n fo r m e d  d e c i s i o n s
i n  l a te r  l e s s o n s.

Ho w  T h i s  L e s s o n  S u p p o r t s  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  D e v e l o p m e n t

C o g n i t i v e  Gr o w t h :  B u i l d s  a b s t r a c t  t h i n k i n g  by  s h i f t i n g  f r o m  m e m o r i z i n g  f a c t s  to
a n a l y z i n g  i d e a s.
Id e n t i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t :  S t r e n g t h e n s  p e r s o n a l  vo i c e  by  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h o u g h t f u l ,  o p e n -
e n d e d  q u e s t i o n s.
S o c i a l  Aw a r e n e s s :  He l p s  s t u d e n t s  p a u s e  b e fo r e  a c c e p t i n g  a s s u m p t i o n s,  s te r e o t y p e s,  o r
p e e r  p r e s s u r e.
A c a d e m i c  S u c c e s s :  Pr o m o te s  d e e p e r  e n ga g e m e n t  w i t h  te x t s,  p r o b l e m s,  a n d  e v i d e n c e
a c r o s s  s u b j e c t s.
M e t a c o g n i t i o n :  E n c o u r a g e s  s t u d e n t s  to  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e i r  ow n  t h i n k i n g .



Re a d  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n
S t u d e n t s  c a n  r e a d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  s i l e n t l y,  i n  p a i r s,  o r  l i s te n  a s  yo u  r e a d  i t  a l o u d
Ke y  p o i n t s :

E s s e n t i a l  Q u e s t i o n :  How  c a n  a s k i n g  b e t te r  q u e s t i o n s  h e l p  m e  t h i n k  m o r e
d e e p l y  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  m o r e  c l e a r l y ?
Co r e  Id e a :  Cr i t i c a l  t h i n ke r s  d o n’t  s to p  a t  s u r f a c e - l e ve l  q u e s t i o n s — t h e y  p u s h
f u r t h e r  by  c h a l l e n g i n g  a s s u m p t i o n s  a n d  a s k i n g  “ w hy ”  a n d  “ w h a t  i f ”  to  u n c ove r
d e e p e r  m e a n i n g .

Ac t i v i t y  1 :  Cu r i o s i t y  C h a i n
R e a d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m p l e  c h a i n .
G i v e  s t u d e n t s  t i m e  t o  t h i n k  a n d  w r i t e .
E n d  w i t h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  a s  a  p a i r - s h a r e  o r  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s .

Ac t i v i t y  2 :  A s s u m p t i o n  D e te c t i ve
G i v e  s t u d e n t s  t i m e  t o  w o r k  o n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  I f  t h e y  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g ,  l e t  t h e m  w o r k  i n
p a i r s .  T h e  e x a m p l e  c r e a t e  a  m o d e l  t o  h e l p  s t r u g g l i n g  s t u d e n t s .

L e s s o n  P l a n

P r e p a r a t i o n

Re v i e w  t h e  s t u d e n t  l e s s o n  te x t  o n  “ D i g g i n g  D e e p e r  w i t h  Q u e s t i o n s ”
Re a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e s s o n  p l a n
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Ac t i v i t y  3 :  B r a i n s to r m  Se s s i o n
M a k e  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  f u n  –  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a  c h a n c e  t o  a c t  o u t  t h e i r  b r a i n s t o r m i n g  o r
w o r k  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s .  T h e  c l a s s r o o m  m i g h t  f e e l  “ l o u d ”  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  t a l k i n g .
A f t e r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  y o u c  a n  e x t e n d  t h e  l e a r n i n g  b y  a s k i n g :

W h i c h  k i n d  o f  q u e s t i o n  ( c l a r i f y i n g ,  p r o b i n g ,  e v a l u a t i v e )  w a s  e a s i e s t  f o r  y o u r
g r o u p  t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h ?  W h i c h  w a s  h a r d e s t ?
H o w  d i d  h e a r i n g  o t h e r  p e o p l e ’ s  q u e s t i o n s  c h a n g e  t h e  w a y  y o u  t h o u g h t  a b o u t
t h e  t o p i c ?
W h i c h  o f  y o u r  g r o u p ’ s  q u e s t i o n s  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  m o s t  m e a n i n g f u l
c o n v e r s a t i o n  o r  d e c i s i o n ?

A c t i v i t y  4 :  T h e  Q u e s t i o n  W e b
R e a d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  o u t  l o u d .
F a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t y  b y  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  g e t  i n t o  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  i f  y o u  a r e  w o r k i n g
w i t h  a  c l a s s r o o m  o r  m u l t i p l e  s t u d e n t s .
G i v e  s t u d e n t s  t i m e  t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s .
T h e  q u e s t i o n  w o r k s  w e l l  f o r  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o r  d i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  t i m e .

L e s s o n  P l a n  c o n t i n u e d . . .
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D e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s  p u s h  u s  to  t h i n k  h a r d e r  a n d  e x p l o r e  m e a n i n g .  T h e y  h e l p  u s  u n d e r s t a n d
w hy  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d ,  w h a t  i f  t h i n g s  we r e  d i f fe r e n t,  o r  h ow  s o m e t h i n g  c o n n e c t s  to  t h e
b i g g e r  p i c t u r e.

T h e r e  a r e  d i f fe r e n t  k i n d s  of  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s :
C l a r i f y i n g  Q u e s t i o n s :  “ W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  wo r d  m e a n ? ”  o r  “C a n  yo u  e x p l a i n  t h a t  i n  a
d i f fe r e n t  way ? ”
P r o b i n g  Q u e s t i o n s :  “ W hy  d o  yo u  t h i n k  t h a t ’ s  t r u e ? ”  o r  “ W h a t  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t s  t h a t ? ”
Ev a l u a t i v e  Q u e s t i o n s :  “ Is  t h i s  f a i r ? ”  o r  “ W h i c h  c h o i c e  m a ke s  t h e  m o s t  s e n s e  i n  t h e  l o n g
r u n ? ”

W h e n  we  a s k  t h e s e  t y p e s  of  q u e s t i o n s,  we  d o n’t  j u s t  a c c e p t  i n fo r m a t i o n —we  te s t  i t,  s t r e tc h
i t,  a n d  m a ke  i t  c l e a r e r.

A s k i n g  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s  a l s o  h e l p s  u s  n o t i c e  a s s u m p t i o n s — t h i n g s  p e o p l e  b e l i e ve  w i t h o u t
c h e c k i n g .  I f  s o m e o n e  s ay s,  “ Eve r y b o d y  p o s t s  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,”  yo u  m i g h t  a s k ,  “ W h a t  i f  s o m e
p e o p l e  d o n’t ?  W hy  d o  yo u  t h i n k  t h a t ? ”  T h i s  h e l p s  yo u  s e e  t h e  d i f fe r e n c e  b e t we e n  w h a t ’ s  t r u e
a n d  w h a t ’ s  j u s t  a s s u m e d .

C r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  s t a r t s  w i t h  g o o d  q u e s t i o n s .

B u t  n o t  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  t h e  s a m e.  So m e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  s u r f a c e  q u e s t i o n s — t h e y
g i ve  u s  q u i c k  f a c t s,  l i ke  “ W h a t  p a g e  i s  t h e  h o m e wo r k  o n ? ”  o r  “ W h e n  i s  t h e  te s t ? ”
T h e s e  a r e  h e l pf u l ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n’t  te l l  t h e  w h o l e  s to r y.

L e a r n i n g  G o a l s  f o r  t h i s  l e s s o n :
At  t h e  e n d  of  t h i s  l e s s o n ,  I  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to :

Te l l  t h e  d i f fe r e n c e  b e t we e n  a  s i m p l e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  a  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n .
A s k  q u e s t i o n s  to  b e t te r  u n d e r s t a n d  i d e a s,  p e o p l e,  a n d  p r o b l e m s.
No t i c e  w h e n  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  h i d d e n  a s s u m p t i o n s  a n d  e x p l o r e  t h e m .
U s e  c u r i o s i t y  to  h e l p  m e  t h i n k  m o r e  c l e a r l y  a n d  m a ke  b e t te r  c h o i c e s
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B e i n g  c u r i o u s  a n d  a s k i n g  s t r o n g  q u e s t i o n s  i s n’t  a b o u t  h av i n g  a l l  t h e  a n s we r s.  I t ’ s  a b o u t
o p e n i n g  d o o r s  to  n e w  i d e a s,  s o l v i n g  p r o b l e m s  i n  s m a r te r  way s,  a n d  m a k i n g  c h o i c e s  yo u  c a n
b e  p r o u d  of.  T h e  m o r e  yo u  p r a c t i c e,  t h e  s t r o n g e r  yo u r  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  w i l l  b e c o m e.

T h i n k  of  a  t i m e  w h e n  y o u  a s k e d  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  h e l p e d  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d
s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r.  Ho w  d i d  i t  h e l p  y o u ?



Digging Deeper with Questions
A c t i v i t y  1 :  C u r i o s i t y  C h a i n

A s k i n g  m e a n i n g f u l  q u e s t i o n s  i s  a  w a y  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a n d  e x p l o r e  y o u r  c u r i o s i t y .
I n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  r e a d  e a c h  q u e s t i o n  b e l o w  a n d  r e w r i t e  i t  i n t o  a  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n
t h a t  h e l p s  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  m o r e .  T h e n ,  c r e a t e  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e
o n e  y o u  j u s t  w r o t e .  K e e p  g o i n g  u n t i l  y o u  h a v e  a  c u r i o s i t y  c h a i n  o f  q u e s t i o n s
( y o u  c a n  a d d  m o r e  c i r c l e s  u n d e r  e a c h  c h a i n  t o  k e e p  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  g o i n g ) .

W h e n  i s  l u n c h ?

W hy  d o  s c h o o l s
s e t  c e r t a i n  l u n c h

s c h e d u l e s ?

How  d o  l u n c h
s c h e d u l e s  a f fe c t

l e a r n i n g ?

W h a t  t i m e  d o e s
p r a c t i c e  e n d ?

How  m a ny  p l a n e t s
a r e  i n  o u r  s o l a r

s y s te m ?

R e m e m b e r :  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s  o f t e n  s t a r t  w i t h  w h y ,  h o w ,  o r  w h a t  i f .
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D i s c u s s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s :
W h i c h  of  yo u r  c u r i o s i t y  c h a i n s  we n t  t h e  f a r t h e s t ?  W h a t  m a d e  i t  e a s y  o r  h a r d
to  ke e p  a s k i n g  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s ?
D i d  a ny  of  yo u r  d e e p e r  q u e s t i o n s  s u r p r i s e  yo u ?  How ?
How  d i d  yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  c h a n g e  a s  t h e y  we n t  f r o m  s u r f a c e  to  d e e p e r—w h a t
wo r d s  o r  i d e a s  m a d e  t h e m  d i f fe r e n t ?

W h a t  ye a r  d i d  t h e
C i v i l  Wa r  s t a r t ?

How  m a ny  l i ke s  d i d
t h i s  p o s t  g e t ?

W h o  m a d e  t h i s
v i d e o ?




